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“Delivers in dark times”

I. Intro
II.  Overview of the book of Judges

III. 1:1-2 Who shall be the first to go up?  

I. Intro 

The headlines read:

· Family feud leaves 69 dead

· Powerful government leader caught in “love nest”

· Gang rape leads to victim’s death and dismemberment

· Girls at party kidnapped and forced to marry strangers 

· Woman judge says travelers not safe of highways
These headlines were not ripped out of the pages of the metropolitan news paper but rather from the pages of the book of Judges. Have you ever noticed that history has a way of casting its show down before us into the future? Philosopher George Santayana said: “Those that cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Someone has well said, “Strait ahead lies yesterday!” The book of Judges describes Israel’s condition but it eerily seems to be the same place our nation finds its self in.   
· No leadership in the nation
· All the people are doing what is right in their own eyes
· People are in bondage to the freedoms they enjoy
· God’s people can’t seem to work together
· God is rising up His people to trust Him alone, confront the enemy in the mirror and take as many as willing with them!
What happened to the nation that according to Joshua 24:31 “served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for Israel.” Well we need only read Judges 2:10 where we are informed that “When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.” The next generation went from apathy to apostasy to anarchy! 

II. Overview of the book of Judges

These 21 chapters record 12 men and 1 woman who were instruments to deliver God’s people away from the mess they had made when they walked away from God. The message from Joshua to Samuel is that no matter what the situation is sin does not pay. In the words of Bob Dylan “You’re gonna have to serve somebody Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord but you’re gonna have to serve somebody”. Joshua saw the grace of God and His power to keep His promises and what it would take to inherit those promises. In Joshua 13:1 as Joshua came to the end of his life we are told that “the Lord said to him: You are old, advanced in years, and there remains very much land yet to be possessed.” And according to Judges 3:4 “they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.”   
Folks we are always going to be a people “on the move” the only question that remains is in which direction will we be heading? Joshua’s book spanned only 15 years but the book of Judges covers the events of Israel from around 1380 B.C. to around the beginning of Saul’s reign in 1043 B.C. or around 335 years and covers 25% of Israel’s history in the Old Testament with stories of Samson and Gideon yet it remains one of the least read O.T. books. Based upon the content of these 21 chapters these were definitely the “dark ages” of the nation. Written primarily thematically instead of chronologically; with chapters 16-21 preceding chapters 3-15. The author (or authors) shows the utter failure of the nation because they chose to live out a course of action during those 335 years which the final sentence of the book (21:25) says was that, “everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” The book of Judges like the rest of the Bible is a mirror in which we are able to see ourselves in and we will either see the reflection of Jesus or one that looks far too much like the folks in this book. The name comes from the Hebrew title which carries the idea of more than justice and settling disputes to “rulers, deliverers and saviors”. Before the judges could rule and administer justice they were folks who liberated and delivered the people from bondage. As one reads through the 21 chapters of this book and the 13 judges God used to bring the people back to Him we can pick up on the five cycles that the people found themselves in:

· Sin – rebellion

· Servitude - retribution 

· Supplication – repentance

· Salvation – restoration

· Silence - rest

Because of the nature of this book and the five cycles of the nation during those 335 years some have thought that it ought to be called the “Book of Failure”. But remember as well that though they continued to fail God continued to deliver. The author of the book is anonymous and do to the length of the years covered in this book it couldn’t be one person. It is believed that it was compiled by the last judge Samuel as four times the author interjects the phrase “In those days there was no king in Israel” which means that the person who complied these accounts was around during the time when there was. It is most likely that Samuel put all of this together from written and oral sources in an orderly account prior to Saul’s reign.  Some of the Judges recorded here ruled at the same time but in different locations but the apostasy of the nation had no boundaries.   

The book deals with the 2nd movement of the conquest of the promise land that of possessing is. Friends there is a big difference between conquering and possessing as the battle is far from over if the nation was to enjoy what God had blessed them with. God had called them to drive out the enemy from the land of promise, they were not to mingle with them and they were not to marry them least they become influenced by them.  Instead of the canonization of the word of God Israel went through the Canaanization of the world! Unless we grab hold of the spiritual principals learned both positively and negatively in this book we the church are in danger of at best becoming “spiritual dropouts and mere spectators” and at worst “spiritual casualties”.
III 1:1-2 Who shall be the first to go up?

Vs. 1 The question the nation puts forth is a military one as the conquest is over but the possession was not complete. The conquest of Canaan was quick as we are told in Joshua 11:16-23 that “all the land was taken and all the kings defeated”. Yet “all the land was not occupied”! Israel owned all the land but they did not possess all the land therefore they could not enjoy all the land.    

Dear ones have you found that this is true in your life as well? When you received Jesus as your Lord and savior “all the land with her kings were defeated”, yet as the years go by there remains “a lot of land yet to be occupied and enjoyed”? Just such a struggle was epitomized in the Jars of Clay song “If I had Two Hands” as they sing of the exact problem we Christians face as they write: “I am a house that is divided in my heart and in my mind. I use one hand to pull closer the other to push you away.” They then go on to say how such a divided heart manifests its self as they sing; “I have a broken disposition I’m a liar who thirsts for the truth. And while I ache for faith to hold me I need to feel the scars and see the proof.” Have you ever noticed how new beginnings usually start when people are at earthly ends? 

· Exodus begins with Josephs’ death

· Joshua begins with Moses’ death

· Judges begins with Joshua’s death

· 1 Kings begins with David’s death

When our kingdom is collapsing all it means is that God is about to birth a new beginning a glorious and necessary one. So then the end is but the beginning which will bring forth more fruitfulness.   

After Joshua dies the people asked, “Who will be the first to go up for us?” And the very next thing we read is “And the Lord said”! Dear ones Joshua died but God hadn’t. The man God had used (Joshua) is gone but they do not need another man to guide them they looked to the Lord as “Commander and Chief”. Psalm 121:1-2 asks “I will lift up my eyes to the hills--From whence comes my help?” Then answers “My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.” Our help is not in a dead hero but in a risen Lord and even when Jesus ascended into heaven His departure did not spell the believers end but rather the Churches beginning as the Holy Spirit came to be in us and empower us to be His witnesses. Joshua talks about entering the promise land by faith and the power of the Holy Spirit but the book of Judges speaks of enjoying the land of promise by the Holy Spirit and faithfulness. Saint’s if you aren’t enjoying your Christian life it could very well be because you aren’t being faithful to the things God has shown you. The decline of the nation after Joshua was completely unnecessary as the greatness of the nation did not depend upon the greatness of their leaders but rather upon the greatness of their God. Far too many Christian lives mirror this sad fact that we fail to enjoy the possession that Jesus (our Joshua) won for us at the cross. In Joshua 24:15 Joshua challenged the nation saying, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” and they replied “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods”. But soon after his death as noted “everyone did as he saw fit.” In fact in 3:7 we are told that they who had just claimed that they would not forsake the Lord “forgot the Lord their God” and served the Baals and Asherahs. How did a people who verbally committed not to forsake the Lord turn right around and compromise? The death of Joshua marked a condition of the heart that put commitment upon a man, a movement instead of upon their Maker. 


Initially they did what they had witnessed Joshua do:

1. They accepted the Lords authority: They didn’t do what seemed best they “Asked the Lord” for what was best. 

2. They received His mission for them: Which was to go take possession of the land still in the hands of the Canaanites. 

3. They waited for God to direct them in what He told them to do: Judah was to go first. Judah was the tribe of the Son of God, and so it is when we put Him first in our lives do we know which we to take possession of his promises.      
Vs. 2 What is the first step to securing enjoyment in the land of promise? Well God says, “Start with Judah”. Judah means “Praise” and it is always the place to start when you are in a battle with the flesh.  

Friends, our basic nature is designed to worship the only question is who is going to be the object of our worship us or the Lord.  On the day of Pentecost as God was kicking off His Church before Peter stood and gave His message that resulted in 3000 coming to Jesus. God started with having a handful of folks break forth in worship and adoration declaring the wonderful works of God. Praise is not what we do before and after the service it is the service. If you want victory over the flesh in your life start by lifting up the Lord. The flesh will be like a weed sprayed with Round-Up it will wither and die. That’s what Peter said in 1 Peter 1:24 when he wrote “All men are like grass and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall”.  Have you lost your way, don’t know what to do with the Canaanites of your flesh? Bow your heart before your Maker and lift up your voice in praise and you will see the flesh wilt before His presence!  
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I. Intro 

The description of the conquest begins in the southern region of the country and is the focus of verses 3-19. As a military report this chapter just states the facts and adds no commentary, it is left to the reader to draw appropriate conclusions. Instead what is recorded is hard to pronounce names and battles in places we have never heard of.  As such this section does not appear to be very practical for spiritual growth in grace.  
Dear ones the best gems are most often kept hidden in boring landscapes! For a gem to be unearthed one thing is certain you are going to have to dig and in so losing the soil we are bound to unearth some things that would prefer us to leave them alone. Owning the land and possessing the land is two different things and if you don’t posses what you own then you will never be able to enjoy it. Sometimes, as in the case of the rich young ruler, the problem lies not in what we posses but rather that what we posses us! The nation’s boundaries had been established early on under Joshua’s leadership but although the victory had been secured the battles were not over as the 12 tribes had yet to claim the inheritance won. The enemy was entrenched in the land and as we have just read in the case of Adoni–Bezek he had a toe hold on the land, and his thumb on the folks. 
II. Vs. 3-8 Laws of sowing

Vs. 2-3 God said for Judah to go up and that He would deliver the land into his hand yet the first thing that Judah says to his brother Simeon is “Come up with me”. The Lord did not say Judah and Simeon, He said Judah. Oh how hard it is far us to believe that God can do a work with us. Interesting as Judah’s name means “praise” and Simeon’s name means “hearing and obeying”. I think God gives us insight in the name of these two boys as it relates to possessing our inheritance in Christ: 

A. First, if you are going to be successful in rooting out the enemy in the land of promise then you are going to have to be a worshipper of God. We must not forget that the way in which we do battle is in worshipping the Lord. In 2 Cor. 10:4 we are told that “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds”. At the end of David’s life he wrote his own epithet, what he saw as his greatest strength was not being king of Israel, nor being a mighty warrior who had slain giants. No, he calls himself in 2 Samuel 23:1 the “sweet psalmist of Israel”. 

B. Second, those that are worshippers are going to need to “hear and obey”. Worship is not a passive thing, its offence folks! Though Judah took Simeon with him Simeon would have his inheritance in the land of Judah. Do you get it saints? Worship is how we root out those pesky things in our lives which requires us to “hear and obey” but that won’t be based upon self effort but rather upon grace.        

Vs. 4-6 The first to go was the Canaanite tribe in the area of Bezek (lighting) which was in the mountains about 6 miles from Jerusalem. They also captured the “lord of lighting” and incapacitated him by cutting off his thumbs and big toes as he boasted that he had done towards 70 others. This fellow took it even further when he made those 70 eat the crumbs that fell from his table. He didn’t only defeat them militarily; he humiliated them with regards to their sustenance. The capture of the king and the cutting off of his toes and thumbs was no doubt affective and something he himself observed as retribution for the 70 men he had so treated but it was nonetheless a pagan practice. The men of Judah were under command to not mutilate the flesh but rather to put it to death!  Why the thumbs and big toes? Without those appendages a person wouldn’t be able to run very fast or grab swords very easily. 
Saints when we give into the enemy it will affect the way you run the race of faith, you won’t be able to grab the sword of the word well, you will be humbled under the table of the enemy eating the scraps that fall from his table. Friends, a mutilated flesh is less than what it once was but is still breathing. Paul did not say of his old nature that he rendered it less affective but that he reckoned it dead in Christ. 
Vs. 7 Notice this king realizes something that many don’t as he says, “As I have done, so God has repaid me.” That’s what we are told in Gal. 6:7 as well, “Whatever man sows that shall he also reap.” In Hosea 8:7 the Lord warns that if you “sow the wind, they will reap the whirlwind.” You may be thinking “Man am I ever in trouble, I’ve have done a lot, sowed into the wind and I’m afraid of the tornado’s that are coming my way!” Dear ones far too often we Christians don’t want to accept this truth and instead make excuses for our behavior but that’s the surest way to reap the whirlwind my friend. The apostle John says in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Are the winds picking up speed in your life don’t deny responsibility agree with Jesus as He is the One who can calm those winds. The hands and feet of Jesus were pierced to calm the winds. He was cut off for us and invites you to His table to partake not under it to eat the crumbs. Far too many Christians walk around without tows and thumbs eating crumbs under the table of grace because they have sowed to the wind and aren’t willing to come and agree with Jesus about what they have done. There are three laws to sowing and reaping:

A. You reap after like kind: You don’t sow apple seeds and get oranges, and so to in our lives. You can’t live in compromise and reap the benefits of a close walk with Jesus. 

B. You reap later than you have sown: You sow your seed in the spring but you don’t harvest until the fall. The 2nd law of sowing is that the results of what you have sown always come later. Folks, often think that they get away with certain behaviors, that there are no consequences to their choices which causes them to behave even more foolishly and recklessly. God delays the outcome of our sowing hoping that His mercy will leap us to repentance. 

C. You reap more than you have sown: Finally, you sow one seed but you reap much more than you have sown. They sow to the wind but they reap the whirlwind. All the more reasons to make sure you are sowing the right seed in your life!    
Vs. 8 Jerusalem falls to Judah; it was occupied for a time as Adoni-Bezek was taken there and died there, but it later fell back to the Jebusites, David re-conquered the city some 400 years later (2 Sam. 5:7). Though they conquered the city in verse 8 we are told in verse 21 that as they gave the city to the tribe of Benjamin they didn’t root out the Jebusites and instead just dwelt with them. Friends, we’ve got another lesson here for us “to occupy and enjoy the blessings of God in your live you can’t dwell with the flesh”. You see “Benjamin” means “son of my right hand” and the Jebusites got their name from their ancestor “Jebus” which means “treading underfoot”. If you live by faith you will be the “son of His right hand” living courageously. Ah but if you allow the Jebusites to dwell with you they will you “step on you” and keep you from all that God has for you!                   
III. Vs. 9-20 Springs of water and chariots of iron
Vs. 9-10 This story is told us in Joshua 15 and is repeated so when we get to chapter 3:7-11 we will see the connection of Othniel being the first judge for the nation. The names listed here are the three sons of Anak mentioned in verse 20 that Caleb at over 85 killed. Judah also conquers Hebron, and it is given to faithful Caleb and his family it was the ancient city of Abraham, and the city which discouraged the ten unfaithful spies from taking the promised land in Moses' day, because of the Anakim (giants) which lived there.  

Vs. 11-13 Some wonder about this as a criteria for finding a husband but think about it you want to a man who isn’t afraid of the giants that are lurking about in their lives, someone who is living for the King and willing to take a risk so that they can enjoy all that God has for them.  

 Debir mean “Sanctuary” and its former name “Kirjath-sepher” means “city of books” so this city was a university or educational center. Yet it was this city with all its education and learning that needed to be destroyed to occupy. When our nation was founded all the major universities were Bible colleges and were filled with the Word, now many are just filled with books that teach our young people that there is no God and that this nation was not founded upon biblical principles. Caleb’s passion was to reclaim this city of learning and make it a sanctuary of truth!   

In receiving Caleb’ only daughter Acsha (awx-saw) to be his wife Othniel displays initiative and because of this is rewarded with Caleb’s daughter. Dear ones this little section speaks to me much about going for it. I came away from the pastor’s conference with three words that we need to put into our heart to practice to experience the presence and power of God in our lives:

· Brokenness 

· Obedience

· Expectant 

Her name means “adorned or bursting the veil” so she must have been quite the beauty! Not only was this gal beautiful she was also a woman of faith as she encourages her husband to ask her father for the adjoining land which had natural springs on it but he apparently was shy about doing so and she goes on her own and receives both springs. I like this, never be afraid to take ventures of faith and it’s amazing to me as we do so that oft times they will lead to further blessings. 
Vs. 14-15 She thought about what she wanted before she went to her father. She came to her father with a very definite request, that had been considered beforehand.  She knew it was her father she asked humbly, yet expectantly. Did you know it is a pleasure for God to hear you ask? She realized that what she had been given before was of no use without continual springs of water.  
Throughout the Bible water is a typology of two things the Word of God and the Spirit of God. So Caleb’s daughter Achsah’s request for springs of water to be given her in addition to the land is a “second blessing”. Springs that will make fruitful the land that she received as an inheritance. Saint’s have you asked the Father for a second blessing to add fruitfulness to the inheritance He has already granted you in His son? “Oh I could never do so, I don’t deserve it and I don’t want to be weird!” So you would rather be dry and unfruitful then ask? In Luke 11:13 Jesus said “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” Notice that Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs, water in abundance, the power to be fruitful in abundance and all we need to do is ask.  
Vs. 16 The Kenites were descendants of Moses brother-in-law and the name in Hebrew means “metalworker” so they were allies of Israel. The city of palms is Jericho and according Joshua 6:26 was a deserted and condemned city so the Kenites moved to another part of the land under the protection of Judah. 

Vs. 17-19 Ashkelon and Ekron were philistine cities and all of this area even today is under the control of the Palestinians and Hamas. Judah couldn’t drive out the inhabitants of the lowlands because they had their eyes on “iron chariots” instead of the One who breaks apart Iron and causes iron ax heads to float upon the water. Though it seems logical from a military stand point seeing that they had better technology then did the Israelites we read Joshua 17:18 where the Lord says, “drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots and are strong.” God is not limited by human technology, He didn’t say, “All the land is yours to occupy and enjoy accept the land were the Canaanites have iron chariots because I just can’t whip those guys.” In Judges chapter 4 Deborah leads and army against 900 of these iron chariots as she said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the Lord has delivered Sisera into your hand. Has not the Lord gone out before you?” The problem of Judah was not the iron chariots but that they didn’t trust the God who had told them to occupy the land was able to do what He had promised them He would. Read this again and the word “THEY” jumps out as the reason for the inability to drive out those iron chariots. A lack of power is always as a result to a lack of faith! Judah was successful like most of us they did well on the mountain tops but slumped in the valleys. Friends we need to put the past behind us and fight from the view of the mountains in the low lands. 

Vs. 20 Caleb is at least 85 years old by this time and he has been given the mountains around Hebron where Abraham had dwelt so many years and he still isn’t putting up with any giants living near him as he destroys the three sons of Anak. Got to love Caleb who no matter what his age or circumstances was always willing to take on the giants in his life. How about it dear ones are you willing to ask your Father for a second blessing so that you can be more fruitful, are you willing to observe the Lord and not the obstacle so you can root out the giants in your life, cause that’s what it’s going to take if you are going to enjoy your inheritance! 
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Judges 1:21-36

“Not Canning the Canaanites”
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 21-26 A bit nutty

III. Vs. 27-36 Not driven

I. Intro 

The story of Judges is that of an incomplete victory, God had told them "When you come into the land, you're to utterly drive out the inhabitant’s your’e not to make any covenant of peace with them. You're not to dwell together and try to coexist with them in peaceful terms." Seven times in verses 27-36 we are told of the repeated failure of the nation was to drive out the Canaanites and in the final example it is the Canaanites that succeed in drive out the tribe of Dan. 

It seemed to be better to putt the Canaanites under taxation so they could be controlled and put to service to further benefit the nation. But the folly of this kind of treatment was nearsightedness as many of these failures occurred in strategic geographical locations. Like Beth-shan in verse 27 an important location that guarded the Jordan River and fertile Jezreel Valley which was one of the major passage ways of the ancient world. We have to also consider Megiddo in verse 27 which became a crucial fortress alongside the “Dead Sea”. They no doubt thought, “Well, if we allow these people to stay here—actually they want to be on friendly terms. They'll be strengthened by us. We can be strengthened by them being here, and we ought to be able to live peaceably with them, coexist together and they can be our servants. They can cut our wood for us and gather, you know, our crops. And they can build our buildings, we'll just use them.” Folks, the problem is not the landscape of our lives nor the enemies we face rather it is a lack of obedience on our part. Many times in our own minds, what God has commands of us doesn't seem to be in our best interest so we figure out a better plan than what God did and implement that instead but we fail to see down the road that the very areas we have compromised are at strategic crossroads and will lead to our future bondage.  

II. Vs. 21-26 A bit nutty

Vs. 21 From the somewhat successful southern campaign we move to the failure of the northern campaign. According to 1:8 the battle for the city had already been won and all the Benjamites had to do was enter into what was theirs. Sure it would take effort but the fight was over, Jerusalem belonged to them. Saints, here again we have a lesson if we are going to enjoy our inheritance; “Sometimes the bigger battle is not to root out the flesh it’s in keeping the faith daily once we move in so it won’t return!”  

Vs. 22-26 The military journal starts off with the two tribes of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) and their seeming success in taking the city of Bethel as the “Lord was with them” as they effectively used of military espionage. Saints I’m afraid that sometimes we take credit for what the Lord has done because He was “with us” in the way in which He was with us using the gifts and talents that He gave us.  

But at first what seems to be a success ends with a man and his family building the same city with the same name elsewhere. The city of Bethel (formerly known as Luz) was 10 miles north of Jerusalem with high walls and no known entrance into the city. And the descendants of Joseph didn’t know how to gain entrance into the city so they set up a surveillance team using some military espionage and spot a fellow who had obviously just came from the city. Now I like the way this is recorded, “Please show us the entrance of the city … and we won’t kill you!” I mean at least they said please!! And they were true to their word after they destroyed the rest of the city they allowed his fellow and his family to live. 


Dear ones, sometimes the areas of our lives are hidden to us, oh we can see the walls of defense up but aren’t sure how to gain entrance into that area of our lives for victory. It’s good to go to a person who has struggled with coming and going from the same gate to get direction on how to conquer the enemy. Ah but the story is not over yet as we read the next verse!
“Bethel” means “house of God” and “Luz” which became the name of the city after the patriarchs left for Egypt means “nut tree”. Saint’s that’s always the case when the people of God move out of influence in our communities they move from “the house of God” to a “nut house”! This story reminds us a lot of Rahab’s in Jericho with the notable exception that this fellow didn’t choose to become a part of God’s people instead he went north to Syria and built a city just like the one destroyed naming it the same thing. This guy escapes with his life because the city he had been living in was so wicked it need to be destroyed. But he turns around and built a city just like the way he left and names it the same thing. I think the name of the city fit the person, as you had to be a bit “nutty” to want to live back in the filth that almost cost you your life. 
Listen up saints, this often is the case when we allow our flesh to escape even after we have experience forgiveness and restoration from the Lord it just moves to a different area and sets up camp going back to its former ways. If God has touched your life in some area don’t go north and rebuild a city just like you left. It appears that sparing his life didn’t make much of a difference to him as he was “saved from destruction” but built a life that looked just like the one he left. I pray that the Holy Spirit’s power brings conviction to our hearts as we ask ourselves if the city we have made in Christ has a new name but it looks far too much like the old city that was doomed to be destroyed. 
III. Vs. 27-36 Not driven

Vs. 27-28 In verse 19 Judah couldn’t go down to the valley because they got their eyes on the “Iron Chariots” of the Canaanites instead of trusting the word of God spoken through Joshua. But here with the tribe of Manasseh the problem was not that they COULDN’T drive out the Canaanites it’s That they WOULDN’T” drive out the Canaanites. Here we are told that there were pockets of Canaanites that Ephraim and Manasseh were unable to push out of the land initially. But when the tribes grew strong enough instead of rooting out the enemy they chose to compromise with those Canaanites putting them under tribute. Oft time when someone first begins their Christian life, they are not strong enough in the Lord to deal with all the things in their lives that they see that need changing. As they grow in the Lord, they begin to think that they are strong enough to keep those things in their lives and still be affective in their witness.  It’s never a good idea to think that we can corral, harness, or tame our flesh to utilize it for our benefit. 
Vs. 29-30 Five times we read in these verses that Israel failed to “drive out” the inhabitants of the land. All six of the tribes mentioned in this section fail to do so even after they become strong enough to do so choose to rather to tax them instead. In 1 Kings 9 we are told that these taxed Canaanites were used to construct the first temple but what they gained in free labor they lost in spiritual fidelity as the Canaanites influenced the Israelites far more then the Israelites influenced the Canaanites. The Canaanites lived among the Israelites even though they are the minority they gradually become the dominate force of influence over the tribe of Dan.   
Saints this directly relates to us occupying and enjoying our inheritance in Christ. You see the number one reason we don’t enter into all that God has for us is that we have failed to drive out the “Canaanites” of our former life. In most cases it’s not that we “can not” it’s rather that we “will not”! There are several reasons for this choice:

1. Like Judah in verse 19 we can get our eyes on the chariots of iron and get down on our self’s and see the habit’s of our former life bigger than the power of God in our present life. 

2. Like Manasseh we fall into the trap of thinking we can control our “Canaanites” and even harness them to be beneficial to our new life in Christ. 
W. Wiersbe writes in his commentary, “Too many believers today are trying to live on religious fast-food dispensed today for easy consumption (no chewing necessary) by entertaining teachers who give people what they want, not what they need.”    
Wasn’t it cruel and unjust for God to command Israel to exterminate the nations in Canaan? The Canaanites were not so much a military threat as they were a spiritual cancer that would keep the nation from occupying and enjoying their inheritance. To allow the Canaanites to live is like a surgeon who allows cancer to grow with the attitude that it has a right to do so and be fulfilled. God had been patient with these nations for 100’s of years withholding judgment from them any longer could have been interpreted that God was not fare towards those whom these nations were treating wickedly including their own children. The main god of the Canaanites was Baal “the god of rainfall and fertility” and Ashtoreth his spouse. If you wanted to have a fruitful crop, and increase you herds you had to worship Baal by visiting a temple prostitute. Thus success was dependent upon idolatry, immorality and human sacrifice! These nations had been warned repeatedly and some like Rahab had responded to the message while the fellow in this chapter chose not to. God didn’t want the filth of the Canaanite nations to influence the society of God’s people. As G. Campbell Morgan wrote, “God is perpetually at war with sin!” “That is the whole explanation of the extermination of the Canaanites”  
Vs. 31-33 Notice the differences in these verses as prior to this it was the Canaanites that dwelt among the Israelites but here in these verses we see that the tribe of Asher (called Asherites) dwelt among the Canaanites. Then in verse 33 we are told that the tribe of Naphtali didn’t drive out the Canaanites and instead “they” dwelt among them. This becomes contagious, as compromise by one tribe leads to another and another. 
Vs. 34-36 Then in verse 34 it is the Amorites who are chasing around the people of God, dictating their will upon the people of God, telling them what they will allow and won’t allow. These areas were strongholds for the Amorites, places that they refused to budge from.  Saints, I’m sure you have some Canaanites in your life held up in areas that refuse to be dislodged.  Israel permitted the conditions which brought on disaster and failed to realize it because it wasn’t instant. It is possible for the believer to display the marks of successful Christian life yet fail to please God because they are only partial in their obedience. 
In verse 36 we note that the military report gives the boundary of the Amorites instead of the Israelites. Saints, when our concern is how far we can go to find the boundary lines of the world instead of wondering how far we can go into the land of promise you will know that it is you who dwell amongst the Canaanites and not them living amongst you!  Even with the truth that we have at our disposal and the power of the Holy Spirit our flesh bullies us around instead walking in the strength of God. I’m afraid that this is far too common an occurrence in the Christian life where we allow the fleshly nature with its former habits to bully us into only living for God on Sundays, keeping us from living for God in the valley’s the rest of the time. When we gain some conviction and put the flesh in check making it surrender to our redeemed hearts we far too often allow it to have boundaries within our lives. The Israelites didn't say "Let's forsake God"; they simply decided that they would be satisfied with less. Once we satisfy ourselves with less than God's best for us, we will never be what God wants us to be. God is faithful to keep His promises but God’s people won’t keep their promise which is to simply believe that God always keeps His.      

Judges

Chp. 1-3:4 Living with the enemy

D. Chp 1 Every man for himself


Judges 2:1-10


“Why Have You Done This?”
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-3 Unsuccessful sinners
III. Vs. 4-6 From fervor to formalism to apathy
IV.  Vs. 7-10 We have met the enemy and he is us
I. Intro 

Three themes in Judges are repeated over and over:

1. That God never breaks His promises

2. That God’s people continually break theirs

3. That there are always consequences for God’s people breaking their promises

Sociologists write on the “secondhand experience” and its effects on society as the 2nd generation and succeeding generations have a natural tendency lose the vision of the first generation and begin to accept the status quo thereby ensuring a secondhand experience. The decline with each passing generation will lead from spiritual fervor of the founders to the formalism of the next generation and the apathy of succeeding generations. Chapter 2 describes just such a condition that occurred after the death of Joshua when “another generation arose that did not know the Lord nor the work He had done for Israel”. The next generation squandered the spiritual inheritance won by the first all of which the long ago comic strip of “Pogo” rightly said “We have met the enemy---and he is us.” 
II. Vs. 1-3 Unsuccessful dinners
Vs. 1-2 This section is not in chronological sequence as the events that are recorded here happened before Joshua died and the events of Judges chapter 1 happened after Joshua died. So why does the author go backwards and share the events of these 10 verses? Well it is to emphasis the fact that the nations rebellion was not based upon ignorance it was based upon will full disobedience.  The Angel of the Lord is Jesus appearing in human form before His incarnation in Bethlehem. We know this for two reasons: 
1. First, bbecause the Angel of the Lord claims divinity saying He is the one who led Israel up from Egypt, made a covenant with Israel, and personally called Israel to obedience. 

2. Second, because this person, appearing in human form before Israel, cannot be the Father, because the Father is described as invisible (1Ti. 1:17) and whom no man has seen or can see (1Ti. 6:16).

Notice that the Lord comes from Gilgal a place that had no population a place of historic and spiritual significance. It was here as Joshua led the nation across the Jordan that the nation first camped placing the stones taken from amidst the river making an altar. It was here that the Lord had them renew their covenant admitting their failure by “cutting away” the flesh and having communion. And it was here that the Lord had them launch out on their first military campaign where the Lord appeared to Joshua assuring him that He was the Commander of the armies of the Lord and not Joshua. Oh dear ones the Lord always comes to us from “Gilgal”:

· The place where He reminds us of His faithful love towards us

· The place where He reminds us that there needs to be some trimming done to our flesh

· The place where He reminds us that the battle belongs to the Lord  

Spiritual defeat is always completely unnecessary and when it does happen because of our failure it need not continue! Our God is a “promise keeping God” and we can rest that He will keep 100% of all the promises, there are no “if’s or maybe’s”. In 2 Cor. 1:20 we are told that “all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” The Lord reminds them of their history in which He kept the three promises He had made with Abraham:
1. Descendants: He had delivered them from Egyptian bondage just as He said He would
2. Land: He had given them victory over the Canaanites to secure the land of promise
3. Source of blessings for others: He preserved them in the wilderness for 40 years even though they rebelled

The Lord reminds them that He “led them up from Egypt and brought them to the land of which I swore to your fathers.” Folks, God does not lead you out of the world that He isn’t also bringing you too your inheritance. Far too many of us have settled for just being set free from the things of this world but God wants to bring you into the fullness of blessings that are all His promises for you. There is yet one other statement that the Lord makes here and that is that He promises that He will never break His promises towards us. It suggests that the reason we aren’t enjoying all that God has for us is that we simply have settled for less! The people of Bochim (weeping) botched it by allowing the pesky Canaanites to live in the land settling for less to which Jesus asks them (and us) “Why have you done this?” Folks, Jesus confronts our sin in love with a question of “Why have you not kept yourself in My love?” In Jude 1:21 the author says something very similar writing, “keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 
Vs. 3 The Lord announces that these people would remain a problem to the nation was promised beforehand to Israel in Num. 33:35 where we are told that “if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall harass you in the land where you dwell.” Sometimes the work the Lord does is to allow us to live with the choices we wanted. They allowed the work of possessing the land to go unfinished, so the Lord use this as a means of correction. God will not do for us that which we don’t want done! All the punishment we deserved was put upon Jesus at Calvary. Yet, we punish ourselves by settling for less than what God has for us, and God will allow us to experience the bitter harvest of settling for less than His best. The Lord asks them “What happened, why did you do this?” Now He knows why but He wanted them to see why. So that they would again take up faith in Him and not settle for anything less than all He wanted to give them. Some folks want there to be no consequences for sin in their lives but the Lord loves you too much to allow you to sin successfully that’s why there are consequences to sinful actions. So Jesus says, “You wanted those old Canaanites so I’m going to leave them” “You won’t drive them out so I’ll allow them to be a drag you down.” “They are going to be a constant source of irritation, tripping you up!” Doesn’t that sound like our flesh? Dragging this old carcass around, it is always irritating me and others tripping me up in my walk with Jesus. Ever wish that God would do the work of Christian maturity for us; that we would wake up one morning and the struggle we have been having what that particular Canaanite of the flesh would just be gone? Sometimes God grants us a miraculous deliverance bbut more commonly, He requires our partnership with Him in the process of Christian growth. All of these words of Jesus caused them to weep! You know what there is never any lasting joy in partial spirituality; it only causes weeping, bitterness and defeat. 

III. Vs. 4-6 From fervor to formalism to apathy
Vs. 4-6 It appears that the next generation failed to communicate to their children the power and the work of God. The purpose of the Passover was to yearly open the door of opportunity for the children to ask “What makes this night different from all other nights in the year?” But evidently they had ceased even observing the Passover and  keeping the other feasts of the Lord.  Rarely does a powerful work of God continue into a second generation. It is often said that, “God has no grandchildren.” The relationship that our parents had is not sufficient for me and the relationship that I have isn't sufficient for my children. The people respond with emotion, with the weeping and there was reason to believe that God's word had really sunk in but true repentance shows itself in action, not just in weeping. We can be sorry about the consequences of our sin without being sorry about the sin itself. Spurgeon remarked that “the tear is but a drop of moisture and better one grain of faith than a gallon of tears.” Ah but the Israelites did more than just shed some tears as they also did the right thing remembering as they sacrificed the life of lambs. They did works fitting a sign of repentance but even with that said there was no lasting fruit. 
IV.  Vs. 7-10 We have met the enemy and he is us
Vs. 7-9 The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord which He had done for Israel which was a long time seeing that Joshua died at 110 years old. His legacy is seen not only his life but the godliness of Israel during his leadership. The new generation had no personal relationship with God, and no personal awareness of His power. God was someone who their parents related to, and did things for their parent's generation. Christianity can’t be biologically transmitted; it must be caught by each new generation through the new generation having their own personal relationship with God seeing His works on their behalf. Joshua had two characteristics stand out above all the other qualities he possessed based upon these verses. 

1. Vs. 8 Servant of the Lord: He was a servant that knew his place and was willing to follow the Lord at all costs. Throughout his life he acted upon God’s words and promises. 
2. Vs. 9 Buried him within the borders of his inheritance: In his life and even in his death he exhibited an active faith. Here is a man that even in his departing desired to be buried on the broader of his inheritance in a city that means “portion” on the mount which he renames “double portion” even though its location was on the north side of the hill that means “earthquake”. He was buried on the boarder of his inheritance as a sign to the nation to keep going forward in the promises of the Lord. Joshua’s life and death was a witness to go after “every spiritual blessing”.   
His life kept the nation in the place of blessings, “One man, committed unreservedly to God and His Word, can make a difference for good in the world!” 
Vs. 10 Notice that it says that the next generation that had known Joshua that their children “did not know the Lord or the work which He had done for Israel”. They knew Joshua but had “no work of the Lord done” through them. They probably sat around talking about the days when God showed Himself powerfully on behalf of His people but they weren’t taking ventures of faith, they weren’t willing to kick out the Canaanites of their lives. Beware dear ones of obsessive talk about the “glory days” as we allow the Canaanites in our lives! God can still do wondrous things! He has not changed, His power is not less available for His people, and He has not lost interest in seeing lives transformed by His love. No, the Lord spoke through the prophet Habakkuk in 1:5 saying “Look among the nations and watch-- Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you.”  
They were informed of the work of God but not affected by it. They knew of the Lord but had not experienced His presence. They were educated, they could walk by the ruins of Jericho but they saw only a pile of rubble not the Hand of God that produced it. They saw the stones pilled at Gilgal but had no understanding of the recommitment that their forefathers did on that very site. Theirs was a worship of God’s deeds in the past without an expectation of His Powerful presence currently. God is not a God that once worked wonders; He is a God who according to the psalmist in Psalm 72:18 “only does wondrous things!” Folks, to be complacent if the face of Calvary’s sacrifice is the greatest possible rejection of God. A yawn is one of Satan’s most effective weapons!  Three things seem to be symptoms of the second generation syndrome:

· They were satisfied with the status quo

· They took the blessings for granted as they had a sense of entitled-ness: 
· They neglected the Word of God

Saints, apathy dies where praise flourishes!   

Judges

Chp. 1-3:4 Living with the enemy

E. Chp 1 Every man for himself


Judges 2:11-23


“Déjà-vu”
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 11-13 God’s that look like us

III. Vs. 14-15 For our benefit
IV.  Vs. 16-19 Crisis driven

V. Vs. 20-23 Enslaved by freedom
I. Intro 

Webster’s dictionary defines the word “déjà-vu” as “a feeling that one has seen or heard something before, usually something unpleasantly familiar”. After reading this chapter I wonder if Israel experienced some “déjà-vu” as they were in the cycle of going after the gods of the Canaanites. This would lead them into bondage where they would cry out to the God of their fathers who would send them a savior or deliverer. Yet once free from what they pursued they would return back to worshipping the idols that caused them to be enslaved in the first place. The question is: Why would anyone want to trade a personal relationship with the true and living God for a idol that is the invention of man’s mind? 
Saints, mankind is afraid of the exact God we need and would rather serve a god of our own creating than a real, living God we can't control. The gods we create are the gods we want in our own flesh. 
· A god that we can pull out only when we need it then put it away when we don’t want to be bothered. 
· A god who is impressed with our effort and works and rewards us for it but never takes away any points when we don’t live up to our own standard. 
· A god who judges others for the very things we do ourselves but chooses to over look our actions. 
· A god who grants us paradise regardless of how we live and consults us as to whom should go with us.   
II. Vs. 11-13 God’s that look like us

Vs. 11-13 Even during the days of Joshua, the nation didn’t fully possess what they could have in the promised land. Part of the challenge Israel faced was that they had no experience with being settlers. For over 40 years they had been nomadic and while is Egypt they were in slavery and knew nothing of freedom. Far too often believers are so involved in invading the world that they fail to realize that the world system is also trying to invade them. It took little to convince these new land owners that the God they had trusted in to deliver them from bondage and to preserve them in their wonderings knew nothing about dry land farming and settling the land. The Canaanites had been doing this successfully for hundreds of years and they said that their key to doing so lie in their worship of Baal and Ashtoreth. And after all they weren’t abandoning their God they were merely incorporating the gods in whose land they dwelt. This no doubt aided in the fact that the faith of the proceeding generation was “out dated” and “old fashion” woefully lacking in providing the knowledge to dwell in this “new world”. How could this been avoided? Only by realizing that God is not one who only works on our behalf He is our Father who desires a relationship with us. They knew only of a situational deity and nothing of a relational God.  

1. The attraction of Baal worship was because he was the god over the weather and nature for the Canaanites; an agricultural god. They wanted good weather for abundant crops and flocks which means essentially Baal was the god of personal wealth. 

2. The attraction of Ashtoreth was that she was the Canaanite goddess of love, sex, and fertility. She was "worshipped" by having sex with a "priestess" prostitute making Ashtoreth the goddess of sex, love, and romance. 
They forsook the Lord God of their fathers but I’m sure that they didn’t see that going after these gods was “forsaking the Lord”. They were just adding a few gods along side of the Lord. What’s wrong with that, covering all the basis you know? I’ve been married 31 years to my beautiful wife and we would have never gotten married had I told her, “Babe I love ya and I want to marry you but I’m going to keep all my options open.” Folks, the Lord isn't just something we add to our lives; He wants to become our life and He will not allow us add other gods to our lives nor will He allow us to add Him to other gods. God is into a monogamist relationship with us. In Ezekiel 37:27 the Lord spoke saying, “I will make my home among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Making His home with us is conditional to us making Him and Him alone our God. In Exodus 20:3 the Lord told them saying, “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  

Making this all the more repulsive we are told that this was all done “In the sight of the Lord” which ought to make us realize that all our sin is done this way. It is bad enough for a person to commit adultery but to do so right in front of one’s spouse would be un-conscionable. What caused them to do such a horrible act? Well we are told that “They followed other gods from among the gods of the people who were all around them”. The root cause for their idolatry was the influence of the Canaanites that they didn’t drive out from among them. Oh that they would have remembered the words of Joshua and the warnings he gave by challenging them to choose this day whom they would follow. Folks one of Satan’s plans is to keep God’s people ignorant of His Word, so that they will not remember the pitfalls of chasing after the gods of this world. 

III. Vs. 14-15 For our benefit
Vs. 14 God’s response is no surprise He acted just like He said he would as He will not allow us to be successful in the things that destroy us. We always want God to keep His word unless of course His word is against what we want then we want Him to break His word. God promises to bless us but He also promises that there will be consequences for our actions that are against His word.  Not only do people not realize they are serving idols of money and sex they don’t realize that they become enslaved to the very god they serve. Pretty soon every time we go out we feel that everything is coming apart. Folks we just aren’t very good at sinning, thank God, so we inevitable turn back towards God as we find that the gods of sex and money are taking toll upon our lives.  

Vs. 15 We read the words, “As the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn”. This was not some irrational unexpected outcome; God had told them over and over that if they choose to do this that the outcome would be theirs as well. In fact what this reveals is that God is 100% faithful to do what He said He was going to do. These were all consequences for ruining away from God so that they would become miserable and turn back to Him.

The flip side of His Love is His truth! If God had reacted any other way than this it would indicate that He didn’t much care for His people. Unlike Israel, God doesn't need to set His hand against us most of the time; we usually hurt ourselves badly enough. The purpose of all this, was so that when Israel was greatly distressed, they would turn their hearts back to Lord. God's goal wasn't punishment, but repentance. This was not a manifestation of God’s hate but rather His Love. It’s the same principle in the relationship between parents and children. Though children want their parents to leave them alone, it is really their worst fear that no one would love them enough to correct them. 
IV. Vs. 16-19 Crisis driven
Vs. 16-19 Verse 16 establishes the era of judges some 350 years and these verses give us a brief summary of the book of Judges. 
You look at this sad situation and wonder what's wrong with them? Why couldn’t they see it? Ah but then you look into the mirror you realize that what Paul described in Romans 7:15 as his own experience is ours as well “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.” 
“Nevertheless, the Lord raised”! Put these two verses together (14 and 16) and it reads “The anger of the Lord was hot against Israel…Nevertheless, the Lord raised up judges who delivered them out of the hand of those who plundered them”; and we have the gospel of grace! He did this not because they deserved a deliverer, but in spite of that as He promised that we would never forsake them. God’s heart was stirred by the misery of His people even when such misery was self inflicted.  Even in the midst of rebellion and repeated warning of the consequences that such action would cause heartache and slavery to the very things they thought would bring them prosperity and pleasure. During the time of the Judges, Israel would only cry out to God and depend on Him in a time of emergency. Saint’s this is why so many folks are in a constant state of crisis, because God knows that is the only way they can be kept trusting in Him. But verse 19 tells us that this just became a cycle for the nation as it became a pattern of bondage, deliverance, and blessing, followed by sin and bondage again. Dear ones, this pattern is far too often a characteristic of the Christian life but it need not be. 


It was their own doings, they couldn’t blame it on someone else and the lack of learning from this repeated action was equally their own fault. A change of location hadn’t changed the stubborn heart that they had during the exodus. Sometimes we think I’d have a better attitude of my situation changed or my circumstances were different but what needs relocation isn’t the situation it’s your heart and you take that where ever you go.  
People struggle with God’s nature saying, “If God is a loving merciful God how come this or that?” Well in most cases God is just allowing folks to have what they insist on having and the consequences that follow are a direct result of the choices we have made. What most folks complain about is that there are consequences for the actions which we have pursued.  

V. Vs. 20-23 Enslaved by freedom
Vs. 20-23 Israel kept on this cycle of sin to repentance to deliverer to enslavement, so the Lord said “I’m just going to let the things that you keep coming back to remain so that you will get so tired of being enslaved by the things you’ve kept around that you will not want anything to do with them anymore.”  It is in this state that we realize that we are weak and the words of Paul in 2 Cor. 12:10 come into place where he said, “I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  The people wasted their suffering as they continued to make the same mistake over and over.  

Notice here that we read “this nation” instead of “My nation”. They were acting independently away from the Lord so they were this nation apart from an abiding relationship with God. They wanted the Canaanite nations around, so God will give them the worst discipline they could have imagined He allow them to have what they wanted knowing that in so doing they would need to be delivered from what they wanted. Saints, I pray that we never get to the place where God allows us to pursue the idols of this world and that we would heed His voice of warning in the Word and from others.   
Judges
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Judges 3:1-31

“Ordinary instruments for extraordinary work”
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-6 Slow leaks
III. Vs. 7-11 All the right stuff
IV. Vs. 12-30 Left handed in a right handed world 
V. Vs. 31 Can I get a Canaanite? 
I. Intro 

During the 350 year period of Judges God will use 11 men and one woman to deliver the nation but each of them will come in different shapes and sizes. Biblical heroes don’t come from human courage, ingenuity, or wisdom but from a faithful God who empowers His servants.  Folks, we are either going to be a spectator or a soldier in this life!  When God goes to war, He chooses the most unlikely soldiers, hands them the most unusual weapons, and accomplishes through them the most unpredictable results. The world is looking for better methods, but God is looking for better people who understand their need for the power of the Holy Spirit.    
II. Vs. 1-6 Slow leaks

Vs. 1-2 God wanted to prove the faithfulness of Israel to Himself, and to improve their reliance on Him. The struggles we face in “pagan territory” to prove and improve our relationship with Him. Notice that it says that part of this was “so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know war”.  God often uses the enemy to train his children. The spiritual defeats in our lives are rarely do to “blow outs” they are more often than not “slow leaks”. Israel was  suppose to drive out their enemy and instead they were dragged down by their enemy. Folks, sin isn’t bad because it’s forbidden it’s forbidden because it’s bad! People think that God looks out and sees all the things that are Fun, Fattening and Forbidden then says, “Stay away from these things because if you are going to follow after me you have to be miserable and board”. But Jesus said in John 10:10 that it’s the opposite when He declared, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” I watch Danny fish the other day first with some “supper bait” that came in a jar than with a “fancy lure” in which he caught two fish. To those fish they were hungry they saw something they wanted to go after, something Fun, Fattening and Forbidden but they didn’t see that under that super bait was a hook and that fancy glimmering lure was only there to cause them to get hooked then cooked!  

Vs. 3-4 The Lord specifically lists the names of the “fleshly territory” as to identify the enemy. It is always a good idea to make a list of the areas of you flesh the “five lords of the Philistines” who continue to dwell in your life making you miserable.   
Vs. 5-6 These verses list a threefold progression that caused the nation to fall “flat”. 

A. First we are told that not only did they not drive out their enemies they “dwelt” among them. Dear ones it is a subtle difference between failing to drive out of our lives the old fleshly habits to that of deciding to just accept those same habits and live among them. Far too often Christians make to choice to just compartmentalize their lives and divide it up between the sacred and the secular. 

B. Next we are told that they took the daughters of those they dwelt among and gave their daughters to the sons of those they were called to drive out. So what started out as just compartmentalizing our lives causes “offspring” that always looks more like the world and less like the Lord.

C. This inevitably leads to us just “serving and worshipping” the gods that we only started out allowing to dwell among us. When you dwell with the world, start relating better with the world then believers pretty soon you will end up worshipping at the altars of the world.   

III. Vs. 7-11 All the right stuff
Vs. 7-8 Cushan-Rishathaim means “double darkness” and God used this fellow to show His people that what they thought was fun just plunged them into darkness. I think that when we go after the things in our life that rob us of life it’s darkness than when we realize this then we  go through a time of depression hence “double darkness”. Amazingly to me that it took “eight years” before the people cried out to God.    

Vs. 9-11 Othniel was a man with a solid family line as Caleb was his uncle as such he grew up in a hero’s home. He is probably around 80 years old by now and he is living in a nice valley without the enemy in his land living by two springs enjoying the good life. Yet he is not content with his own peacefulness! He is the first man in the Bible where we are told the “spirit of the lord came upon him.” He was a man who had some godly characteristics: According to chapter 1 he had proven ability as he took up the challenge to take on the city of Kirjath Sepher a strong hold of giants. He was a man of great courage as he was not afraid to go against strongholds. And according to 3:10 he was a man of personal faith. Yet with all of that the key to his usefulness is to be found in verse 10 where we are told the secret to Othniel’s victory was that, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon him”. Dear ones, we don’t experience the power of God over those things that hold us captive for two reasons:

1. We don’t cry out to the Lord

2. We don’t seek the Holy Spirit power to set us free

IV. Vs. 12-30 Left handed in a right handed world

Vs. 12-14 Even though God brought deliverance through Othniel, Israel went back to the flesh. Saints, this is important for us to understand in dealing with out flesh “It will never improve or be reformed”. It took 8 years before they cried out to the Lord and Othniel delivered them and now we read that it took 18 years of bondage before they cried out to the Lord. Eglon is the only man in the bible with the phrase after his name according to verse 17 as being a “very fat man”. I have it on good authority that the Star Wars character “Jabba the Hutt” was taken from this fellow.  It wasn’t only his weight that caused problems it was that he was a “heavy handed oppressor” that was crushing God’s people. Eglon’s name means "little calf or heifer" but this day he was going to be the “fatted calf”. His palace was in the area of Jericho where 60 years earlier Israel had marched around the city in faith and watched the walls fall down; now they were the ones behind the walls of oppression. We are told that Ehud was a south-paw but he was from the tribe whose name means “son of my right hand”. Being left handed was thought of as a curse and left handed folks have been put down for years in almost every culture. The French word for “left handed” is gauche meaning lacking social grace; tacky or crude. In Latin word for left-handed “sinister” while the word for right handed is “dexterous”. Oh dear ones don’t you love the stories like this as God uses those that seem to be under a curse to remove a curse! 
Vs. 15 Israel wasn’t thinking deliverance they were thinking appeasement as we are told that they were sending him a gift probably a “candy gram”. Far too often we think like this nation trying to appease and feed our Eglon’s that oppress us but the more you feed the flesh the more it will put heavy demands upon you and the bigger and heavier the flesh will become.     
Vs. 16-26 While others were preparing food for Eglon, Ehud was preparing a two edge sword to slay the flesh. Ehud was uniquely qualified as he was left handed and would not have been suspected of carrying out this assassination. He hid the sword under his garment, brings the gift and once it’s delivered tells the king he has a secret. The secret message from God was “If you oppress the apple of God’s eye and will be judged for it." These kinds of daggers would have had a blade about 18” and a handle that would have been up around 12” and he was going to need the full 30” on Eglon. 
Folks listen up, What enabled Ehud to come close to Eglon was his handicap. Oh we are so accustom of hiding our weaknesses but in 2 Cor. 12:9 we read that God told Paul that “His grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” You may be here and your thinking this divorce has made me feel like a south–paw in a right handed world. I lost my job, I’ve been in jail, and I’m handicapped! Oh stand up in faith and thrust the sword of the Spirit deep into the flesh up to the hilt and you will see God’s power to deliver you and more besides.    
Vs. 27-30 Ehud said, “Follow me” but He also told them why “For the Lord has delivered”. This is the longest sustained freedom during the 350 years of the Judges 80 years. Saint’s no matter how “heavy you’re Eglon Flesh” might be; how handicapped you feel take a step of faith pray and ask the Holy Spirit to take up the “Sword of the Spirit” and kill that old man. I promise you if you do some dirt will come out but you will be delivered from your flesh as well.    
V. Vs. 31 Can I get a Canaanite?
Vs. 31 Shamgar is one of six individuals we call "minor" judges, because not much is written about them. His name means, “a stranger” not a very heroic name.  Where is the “Super, Incredible” in front of  it? He has a very confusing family background, you see his name is not a Hebrew name it’s a Canaanite name. His father’s name (Anath) is also Canaanite and is the name of the god of war. He was probably ½ Jewish and ½ Canaanite. Shamgar this “stranger” this unknown, unlikely unsung  but is who God empowered to do a wonderful work. Here is what we know:

A.  He was a rancher: The fact that he used an ox goad tells us that he took care of oxen as it was a common tool for doing so. The truth is most of the “hero’s of the faith” were just common folks doing everyday jobs that God used.     
B. He used an ox goad: A stick that was 8 feet long, and about 6 inches around at the big end. One end for poking the ox, the other end for scraping the plow clean of dirt. In Ex 4:2 God asked Moses, “What’s in your hand” to which Moses said a “shepherd’s staff” to which God said, “That’ll do!” Peter and John had in their hands “fishing net” and Jesus said, “That’ll do!” God simply uses whatever we have on hand. 
C. He also delivered Israel: Nothing fancy about an ox goad and nothing fancy about Shamgar but God uses him to single handedly slay 600 Philistines. So what’s God going to use to do great works in your life? Do you have something in your life that is common and ordinary lift it up to the power of the Spirit of God and watch Him work? God seems to always use ordinary instruments for extraordinary work!  

1. People who are unique 
2. People who draw their strength from Him 
3. People who are willing to be used 
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II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

A. Chp. 4-5 Women on a mission in the North

Judges 4:1-24

“The Honey Bee of Israel”

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-3  Abounding sin, abounding grace

III. Vs. 4-9 A mother in Israel
IV. Vs. 10-16 God’s best work  

V. Vs. 17-24 Walk softly and carry a big stake
I. Intro 

Harry Truman the 33rd president defined leadership as “The ability to get men to do what 
they don’t want to do and like doing it!” Christian leadership is dependent upon four characteristics: 

1. Godly character
2. Submission to biblical truth
3. A servant heart
4. The empowerment of the Holy Spirit  
Without the church fulfilling this role society will quickly turn to the culture to fill the vacuum with its values. The Lord has called every believer to be a disciple maker this will require us to build into others lives of the three things that every person has been given Time, Talent and Treasure! Deborah was just such a women and Chapters 4-5 give a narrative then a poetic account of the events of her ministry. 

II. Vs. 1-3  Abounding sin, abounding grace

Vs. 1-3 The first 3 judges centered on the southern region of Israel but Deborah’s ministry takes place around the Northern region and the Sea of Galilee. Hazor was a very large fortified city around fifteen miles north of the Sea Galilee. In Josh 11:1 Joshua had burned Hazor but because the Israelites hadn’t driven out the Canaanites they had rebuilt the city. Josephus tells us that Joshua and the children of Israel faced a king (Jabin) with 20,000 Iron chariots and won. But now 150 years later Jabin (a title not a name) had a army with 900 chariots of iron which he used to oppress the children of Israel for twenty years. Deborah describes the situation in her song written in chapter 5 of Judges where she writes in verse 8 “There was war in the gates; not a shield or spear was seen among forty thousand in Israel.” Militarily Israel was in a hopeless situation as they had no weapons facing a nation armed to the teeth but that wasn’t their real problem was they had left the true and living God. They didn’t need the weapons of the world they need the every present power of the Living God. You would think by this time the nation would have begun to say, “Hey, have you noticed that that every time we follow after the god’s of this world we some foreign king oppresses us until we god back to the Living God?”
So once again Israel finds themselves in bondage to that which they refused to drive out of their lands and once again they cry out to God not to forgive their sins but rather to change the consequences of their actions! Friends there is a big difference between “religious reformation” and “spiritual revival”. Reformation only temporarily reforms outward conduct while revival permanently alters inward character. Is the cry of your heart only for God to change the consequences of your actions or is it for Him to forgive your sins? Has your life turned into oppression you don’t have to wait 8 years, 18 years or 20 years to turn to the Lord, get your heart right now! Don’t settle only for comfort ask for cleansing! That is the story of Judges as they certainly abounded again and again in doing evil but God abounded more and more in grace! David wrote in Psalm 18:35 “You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me great.” 
 
III. Vs. 4-9 A mother in Israel
Vs. 4-9 Deborah’s name means a “Honey Bee” which certainly fits her character: A Bee’s wax is the most heat-resistant wax there is as it can withstand heat up to 141 degrees but at that temperature bees began to join together flapping their wings at 190 times per second to cool their hive, very industrious! They also are extremely discerning as they have over 2000 plates in their antennae which they use to identify the proper lowers in which to draw nectar. Finally bees are best known for producing sweet honey. And all of that fits Deborah how? Well she was very industrious, extremely discerning, had a sweet disposition but man did she pack a powerful sting! (Courson). God granted them grace but did so in a humbling way by raising up a woman to deliver them. A mother because they were acting like children! (Jud. 5:7)  Beyond her husband’s name in verse 4 (Lapidoth) we only know two things about her:

1. She was a prophetess, a spokesperson for the Lord which would suggest that she was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

2. She was a judge, and based upon verse 5 people would travel to the hills of Ephraim to have their disputes settled by her. That means that unlike her predecessors she judged before she delivered where as they judged after they delivered. 

She was an exceptional woman and leader and there are four insights into her character given to us that we ought to apply in our own lives.

1. She saw a need and was committed to do something about it: In Judges 5:6-7 she writes “In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were deserted, and the travelers walked along the byways.  Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel, until I, Deborah, arose, arose a mother in Israel.” Far too often leaders are caught between uncritical lovers and unloving critics. Love without criticism brings stagnation and criticism without love brings destruction. But love with criticism brings instruction. Leaders need to know where they are going.   
2. She wasn’t afraid to enlist help: In 4:6a we are told that she “Sent and called for Barak”. Israel had a military problem and she needed a military leader to do what she couldn’t do. She was directed to a man named “Lightning” from the region that was oppressed. She was enough to know her limitations as well as the teams she put together.     
3. She motivated the team: In 4:6-9 we are told that she said “Has not the Lord God of Israel commanded.. and I will deliver them into your hand.” Barak was a gifted man but he needed to be spiritually encouraged to take up the fight. She did so by sharing the Word of God, reminding them of the promises of God and third proved that she herself believed what she said as she was willing to go herself. 

4. She had a plan: Verses 6-7 list a very specific plan that no doubt God gave her even though it left the 10,000 troops very vulnerable seeing that they were at the foot of the mountain mere fodder for 900 iron chariots. Essentially they were little more than decoys. Folks, seeing a need is easy having a plan and willing to commit to it yourself is another deal altogether. 

The plan was to meet the enemy where they were the strongest and Israel the weakest in the Meggido Valley at the Kishon River which was not a river unless it rained and this was the dry season. Only by faith could Deborah have carried out these plans and it makes since that Barak said, “Hey look sister if that is what you are hearing from the Lord I’ll go if you go.”              

IV. Vs. 10-16 God’s best work

Vs. 10-13 The fact that Barak demands that Deborah go with him reveals that Barak trusted her relationship with God more than his own relationship with God. She has a prophetic word for Barak saying, “There will be no glory for you”, but the fulfillment was not from her but rather from another lady Jael (verse 21). Barak and all who went with him showed courage and trust in God to go out against Sisera and his army. With no weapons to fight against a technologically advanced army (having 900 chariots of iron), God led them to fight on a plain, putting them at a big disadvantage. Heber the Kenite was a distant descendant of Israel, through Jethro the father-in-law of Moses and Abraham’s 2nd wife Keturah. The actually battle was conducted by Barak in which the nation had three certainties going into the fight:

1. They were out manned: Israel had 10,000 soldiers, Sisera had 900 Iron chariots plus foot soldiers.  

2. They were out-supplied: Deborah wrote that Israel did not have a shield or spear among forty thousand in Israel.
3. They were out-positioned: Mount Tabor rises 1,300 above the valley floor and their backs were against it.  

Yet that is exactly what God had commanded them to do. Ever notice that God does His best work when we can’t do ours? God wanted to teach the nation that it wasn’t the things the world looked to it was faith in God that produced the victory. Amazingly in Hebrews 11:32 Barak’s name is listed as a man of faith but there is no mention of Deborah’s. 

Vs. 14-16 In verse 15 we are told that the Lord “routed” Sisera and the word there means to “cause confusion” how did this happen?  First the Canaanite god Baal was the god of storms and this must have added to the confusion in the mind of Sisera and his army. Second according to chapter 5:4-5 and 5:21 we are told that “The earth trembled and the heavens poured water and the torrent of Kishon swept them away, that ancient torrent, the torrent of Kishon.”  God brought about the victory by bringing a flash flood which caused muddy conditions making the chariots of iron a hindrance, not a help in the battle. 
V. Vs. 17-24 Walk softly and carry a big stake
Vs. 17-24 There was only one thing left to happen and that was the fulfillment of Deborah’s prophecy. Sisera left on foot and ran into a non Jewish tent and a lady whose name means “mountain goat”. Sisera has every reason to think he was safe as he and Heber had an agreement and Jael acted like she was there to protect him. Verse 11-12 suggests that it was Heber and Jael that warned Sisera that the Jews were about to revolt as they were gathering an army. It seems as though this family was playing both sides for their own benefit. Thus Barak was out done by a gentile woman using a household tool as it was the women’s job to set up the tent. Jabin and Sisera controlled the Kenites so he was thinking that Heber and Jael would still be under their control as Sisera headed to the house for protection. Jael has a plan to take care of Sisera that involved the most unlikely weapons: 

· A blanket

· A warm glass of milk

· A tent peg

Now Sisera is still ordering Jael around, “give me a drink of water” but she going to give it to him by pegging him down. Now spiritually I like this as this is how you deal with the old nature that is ordering you around coming into you tent to tell you what to do:

1. Put the “Blanket” of God grace over it! 
2. Pour into it the “milk” of the word of God! 
3.  Pin it down by “pegging” it through the thought life! 
4. Pound it down by “grounding” it in the love of God! 
This was the last thing that went through Sisera’s mind, it is where we get the phrase walk softly and carry a big stake!  
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I. Intro 

The fifth chapter of Judges is Deborah’s song (one of the oldest in the Bible) and while reading it when can evaluate our own lives. Her song is one of praise for the Lord’s faithful deliverance from the oppression that was Jabin and Sisera for over 20 years. It also was a tune that listed the willing participates in God’s work as well as chastised those who were content to kick back and watch others risk their lives for their freedom. When we look at how many consider God with regards to obeying commands it would seem that some view them as optional and don’t accept His authority. Are we offering Him excuses, ½ hearted efforts, partial obedience with a begrudging attitude? Has the gulf widen in our heart between our “Convictions” and our “Commitment”? 

II. Vs. 1-5 Bless the Lord

Vs. 1-3 The song starts out with this phrase “When leaders lead in Israel” then she sings of how they are to lead by saying, “When the people willingly offer themselves.” The simplest and purest definition of leadership is when people willingly offer themselves to the Lord. Deborah says, “I even I will sing”! Sometimes we are reluctant to sing God’s praises because we put too much emphasis on the sound coming out of our mouths and not enough and His goodness and grace coming into our hearts! Saints if you are going to be a leader you must first and foremost be a follower of the Lamb of God. 
Vs. 4-5 But Deborah looks back upon God’s working to save the nation and recalls the time during the exodus that God did the same thing. And just like then the Lord caused rain to fall in a season when rain doesn’t fall in a dry creek bed which rendered the 900 Iron chariots worthless. Baal was the storm god but it was the true and living God that caused the down poor that ended Jabin’s 20 year reign of terror. Saints why are we so surprised by God’s workings in our lives? Remember Psalm 72:18 “Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only does wondrous things!” His working on our behalf didn’t just start when we recognized it He has been doing “wonderful things all along”.   
III. Vs. 6-18 When leaders lead
Vs. 6-18 Israel knew what it was like to be captive in their land and homes. They had walked the back roads instead of the highways; they had lived in villages where the hustle and bustle had stopped. They had known what it was like not to be safe in if they dwelt in walled cities. The occupation had left them no way to protect their families. Have you never run into someone where the life has gone out of them? They were the life of the party, always cutting up and now their life style has caused life to cease as everything revolves around the “FIX”.  What was the cause of such things? Well verse 8 tells us “They chose new gods”! A high school friend of mine recently wrote of his 11th anniversary away from chemical dependence by saying; “Seems like yesterday I was a worn out, used up, poor excuse for a Father/Husband/Man strung out on Meth/Pot....Only by the grace of God is it possible...” Has life ceased for you, are you still thinking that you can control the life style that is in fact controlling you? Although the people had turned away from God He had not chosen another people and instead chose a deliverer to free they from the god’s they had chosen.  

In verse 7 it doesn’t say that Deborah was the “mother OF Israel”, it says that she was a “mother IN Israel”. Here was a lady that was a prophetess, a poet, a judge but she saw as her greatest asset was that she was a mother, she knew how to care for children. Her mother’s heart caused her to solicit a military man to help in the gathering of 10,000 men to go up against an enemy that outmanned, out armed and out positioned them. The amazing thing was that they had no problem amongst the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun. We are told three reasons why in these verses:

1. Vs. 2 “The leaders led”: Barak didn’t have to twist arms because he was willing going as was Deborah. In verse 9 she says, “My heart is with the rulers of Israel who offered themselves willingly with the people.” The people saw that the leaders weren’t asking them to doing anything they themselves weren’t willing to do. 

2. Vs. 13 “The survivors came down”: The people responded immediately without hesitation or wavering, they had a heart that was ready, willing and available. It is one thing to be moved emotionally and another thing to be moved practically. A stirring speech will get folks hyped up but only the Holy Spirit can get them to move practically. 

3. Vs. 15 “There was great resolve of heart”: Though the commitment was with the individual the action had to be in cooperation with each other. They couldn’t be fighting amongst each other on who will do what. 
Vs. 12 I love the fact that Deborah includes Barak in the song of those who took action even though he didn’t seem to be too into it to begin with.  Saints, it’s great that we start the race well but it’s that we finish well is what people will remember. There is an old proverb that says, “It is true that the early bird gets the worm, but it is the 2nd mouse that gets the cheese!” 

Vs. 13-18 Deborah gives us two lists the “Roster of the Willing” and the “Roster of the Reluctant”. The 6 tribes the came with the right response to God’s call; Ephraim, Benjamin, Machir (which was the ½ tribe of Manasseh who lived west of the Jordan), Zebulun, Issachar and Naphtali. She even singles out the tribes that deserve special mention:

1. Vs. 15 Issachar: Who went rushing into battle into the valley where they would have been most vulnerable to the 900 Iron chariots. Interesting to note that Barak was with them.

2. Vs. 18a Zebulun: Who risked their lives to the point of death. It seems as though each of those men in that company put their lives on the line. 

3. Vs. 18b Naphtali: Who stood on the heights of the battlefield. Which suggests that they chose the “hot spots” in the fight and were the “Navy Seals” or “Green Berets” of the fighting men?       

I believe that this is a great picture of many in the church who rush in to serve even when they are most vulnerable, those who are willing to risk, whole heartedly take on the “hot spots”. In Exodus 36:2-5 we are told that Moses putout a call to “every gifted artisan in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, everyone whose heart was stirred, to come and do the work.” Then after a while Moses had to say, “The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work which the Lord commanded us to do.” I’m afraid there are far too many in the Church today who are only willing to give God the “leftovers” of their lives to the One who gave them His only begotten Son. The problems is that there is too much duty in our service and not enough devotion!    

The “Rooster of the Reluctant” lists 4 ½ tribes that that didn’t march into battle. (Judah and Simeon are never mentioned at all probably because they were located too far away.) Deborah gives us insight as to why the 4 ½ tribes chose not to get involved and they four excuses are still used today. 

1. Vs. 15-16 Reuben’s excuse: Though there was “great resolve” but it never equated to “great action”. They were emotionally stirred but never practically moving. They stayed at home listening to stirring speeches in the “piping’s” of the flocks but chose to sit and talk about it instead of standing up and going! They were moved in “sentiment” but never in “sacrifice”! Oh how easy it is to become like the tribe of Reuben to be “stirred up” but never “stand up”!    

2. Vs. 17a Gilead’s reason: Gilead is the name of a region east of the Jordan which included the tribe of Gad and ½ the tribe of Manasseh who along with Reuben chose not to cross the Jordan to receive their inheritance. The reason these tribes didn’t join was that had long ago cut themselves off from fellowship with the rest of God’s people. A voluntary separation from consistent fellowship with God’s people will inevitably produce a lack of enthusiasm for God’s work!  

3. Vs. 17b Dan’s dilemma: The tribe of Dan just stayed on the ships, but why? Back in chapter 1:34-36 we are told that the Amorites forced Dan up into the mountain country and when that wasn’t enough they left the area all together. It seems that the tribe of Dan never grew spiritually as they chose to always compromise and flee at all difficulty. 

4. Vs. 17c Asher’s blindness: This tribe lived on the beautiful Phoenician coast and their focus was totally upon their own work and as such had no vision for God’s work. They only lived for the here and now as their focus the “Cares of this life” had choked out any hunger for God’s mission and plan He had for them in this world. 

In looking at each of these 4 ½ tribes none of them ever have any significant contribution to the cause of God again. 

· Asher vanishes for lack of vision, except for a brief involvement with Gideon

· Dan dives into apostasy and is over run and ceases to exist

· And Gad, Manasseh and Rueben never are involved and become victims because they refuse to risk to what they had and as a result they lost what they had 

IV. Vs. 19-23 Willingly offering yourself

Vs. 19-23 In this last section Deborah describes parts of the battle, but at the very end of this section she mentions the “Curse of the town of Meroz”. It does not say that they didn’t help Deborah or Barak, it says that they didn’t help the “Lord” against the mighty! So what is the Curse of Meroz? We don’t know because we don’t know where Meroz was only that it was within the battle area and yet they chose not to help in the fight. So whatever it was it worked really well! They were “conscientious objectors” in the battle of God as it wasn’t that they “couldn’t” come to help it was that they “wouldn’t” come to help. Mordecai told Queen Esther, "If you fail, then their deliverance will arise from another quarter but you're gonna be cut off, you're gonna be slain, you're gonna lose out." If you fail to respond to the call of God, if you fail to respond to His request to participate you’re going to lose out.  
V. Vs. 24-31 No, retreat, no reserves, no regrets
Vs. 24-31 Deborah celebrates in the song the destruction of Sisera at the hand of Jael in the same way one might rejoice in Hitler’s death! Jael didn’t let Sisera live in her tent, she pegged him down. How about it are you allowing your Sisera to live in your tent as he doesn’t want anyone else to know that they are there? Deborah thinks of what Sisera’s mother is thinking when he doesn’t come home in verse 30; “Oh he is late because he is counting his money, or maybe he is out with some girls, or buy some new clothes”. Nope, her wicked boy has been nailed down, no longer oppressing the people. She is again thankful towards all who served to defeat these tyrants saying in verse “Let those who love Him be like sun when it comes out in full strength”. The problem with those 4 ½ tribes did not lie in the quantity of their service but rather in the quality of their relationship with God. That is what Jesus told Peter in John 21:15 “If you love Me, feed my lambs.” No, retreat, no reserves, no regrets!                   
A man person is defined by the company they keep and you can tells much about a person by who their enemies are as by who their friends are. So who are my enemies?

Well, Satan and his friends, the world system that lies under his control and my old carnal flesh that is still as self-centered as it was the day I was born! Oh how I want to be like one that loves than one who acts like one of his enemies. Finally we are told that they had rest for another generation period of time 40 years. Oh that we would cry out for a fresh filling of the Spirit of God for a new work in this generation! 
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I. Intro 

One of the great truths of the Bible is that when God looks at us, He does not see us for what we presently are He sees what we will become by His Spirit working in our lives. God is in the business of taking weak, insignificant people and transforming them into His image! And He always begins with where we are, He knows our every flaw and weakness, our every doubt and shortcomings and He doesn’t say, “If you get rid of all of these then I can use you.” Instead He comes to us in those very areas that are weak and inadequate and transforms by His strength. God loves us where we are but He loves us way too much to leave us that way! One of the clearest examples of this in the Old Testament is to be found in the story of Gideon! More is devoted to Gideon in the book of Judges (100 verses) than to any other judge (Samson is a close 2nd with 96 verses). One of the commentaries I’ve been reading this week divided this chapter in four sections each that deal with a corresponding doubt that Gideon faced: 

1. Vs. 1-12 Does God really care?

2. Vs. 14-24 Does God know what He is doing?

3. Vs. 25-32 Will God take care of me?

4. Vs. 33-40 Does God keep His promises? 

In other words Gideon is a lot like you and me when it comes to our questions! 

II. Vs. 1-12 Does God really care?

Vs. 1-6 According to the last verse of chapter 5 Israel had 40 years of rest from their enemies after Deborah’s defeat of Sisera but in their prosperity came complacency as Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord. The Midianites came from Abraham’s 2nd wife Keturah and the sons of Keturah were sent away as they kept hassling Isaac and through the years they became bitter enemies of Israel. They were the first people in history to domesticate the camel, which gave them a military advantage as these camels were over 7 feet in height, 11 feet in length and weighed 1500 pounds could travel 3 to 4 days with a heavy load traveling 100 miles a day and 300 miles before they needed water. Together with the Amalekites they waited until harvest time and would come in a take all the grain. The equivalent of this would be someone robbing you every payday. All of this caused Israel to live “underground” literally as they left the fertile plain and head to the hills. 

Folks, Israel's sin made all their hard work profitless, their produce and livestock was stolen after they worked hard to bring it to fruition. Sin does this. It robs us of what we work hard to gain. So after a long season of humiliation, fruitless labor, poverty, and domination by an oppressive power, Israel finally cried out to the Lord. Prayer was their last resort instead of their first resource. Why did they wait so long? I wonder the same thing about myself, why am I so insistent to do things in my own strength and power why I have the Holy Spirit available? The most difficult thing to defeat in our lives is always our stubborn pride that refuses to be broken and humbled before the Lord. 

Vs. 7-10 Before God sent a deliver He sent a prophet as Israel wasn’t ready to receive the work of a deliverer. The word from the prophet was first to remind Israel of all He had done for them in the past. Saints that’s a good place to start when you are facing a “current crisis” remind yourself of “all” that the Lord has done before in your life because in so doing you are looking squarely into God’s love for you. Since God loved you enough to deliver you from the Egyptians in your past than He will love you enough to deliver you from the Midianites in the present. Not only does this remind us of the LOVE of God for us it also reminds us of the POWER of God available to us.   

Having reassured Israel of God’s love and power towards them in verse 10 God tells them that the Midianites weren’t their problem and He wasn’t their problem. Their problem was they “have not obeyed My voice”. So often we look to at others to find the reason for our unhappiness, how many times we want to blame others instead of coming before the Lord saying, “Change me”! 

Vs. 11-12 In chapter 2 we read that the “Angel of the Lord” came and spoke to the nation at Gilgal now He again appears. This is an Old Testament appearance of Jesus Christ, in human, bodily form, but before His incarnation in Bethlehem. The fact that Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress was both difficult and humiliating. Wheat was threshed in open spaces, typically on a hill-top so the breeze could blow away the chaff. Wheat was not normally threshed in a sunken place like a winepress. God will prepare a country bumpkin named Gideon “hacker” the name in Hebrew describes one who destroys his own stuff and Webster’s defines this as “one who is inexperienced and unqualified at what he does”. I suggest to you that this name doesn’t conjure confidence as perhaps today we would call him Clumsy or Claude.  
“The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” Oh don’t you love how the Lord sees us? Gideon didn't look much like the Lord was with him and he didn't act like he was a mighty man of valor. He is in a hole with a stick beating wheat, defeated, discouraged, a man full of doubts, not the typical picture of a hero. Gideon apparently has no idea that it’s the “Angel of the Lord” as He tells Gideon, “I know what you are but also know what you are going to become!” So many people look at what people aren’t, our flaws and failings and they say, “Oh he isn’t this, she isn’t that!” Oh but the Lord is not ignorant of those things He looks beyond them and says, “Oh he is my mighty warrior because that is what I’ll transform him into.” God is more than a visionary with regards towards us; He is also a God with infinite patience and sensitive love as He knows our frame as we shall God deal with Gideon. 

III. Vs. 14-24 Does God know what He is doing?

Vs. 13-16 Listen carefully to what the Lord tells Gideon “Go in this might of yours”! God never asks us to go in something that He hasn’t already provide and no matter how week and inadequate it may be in God’s hands He will deliver a nation! Gideon had six things he was mighty in:

· Gideon had the might of humility:  He was threshing wheat in a winepress
· Gideon had the might of compassion: He cared about the low place of Israel
· Gideon had the might of Word: He knew God did great things in the past
· Gideon had the might of the spiritual hunger:  He wanted to see God do great works again
· Gideon had the might of being teachable: He listened to what the Angel of the Lord said
· Gideon had the might of being weak: And God's strength is perfected in weakness 

“O my Lord, how can I save Israel?” Gideon asks! “I’m a nobody from nowhere how can I be the someone that you can use to do great things?” Dear ones don’t you know that God specializes in using “nobody’s from nowhere”? God’s response is not to boost Gideon’s “self confidence” it’s rather to build his trust in Gods as He tells Him “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.” It’s great that we know that God sent us but its better still that we know that God is with us! Jesus said in Matt 28:20 “I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Then in Acts 1:8 He told them, “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  God allows Gideon to express two concerns and they uncover two things about Gideon that he needed to realize: 

1. Vs. 13 They are found in the three words “IF, WHY, WHERE”: These three words reveal what we already noted that Gideon was a discouraged, defeated man. His discouragement was not that God couldn’t work but rather that He wouldn’t work. Most Christian’s I know don’t doubt the power of God they struggle with why He is not working on their behalf now. Gideon didn’t realize that the problem was not with God but with Israel. It is far easier to blame God for our problems than to except the responsibility. Now in verse 14 the Lord answers that question by saying “Go in the strength you have”. Friends, do you want to see the Lord work like you read about in the past? Well then “Go, right where you are at!” The Lord says, “The Lord is with you…Am I not sending you…I will be with you.” God’s antidote to discouragement is the promise that He is right beside us every step of the way, His power and presence only requires us to “Go with what we have, nothing!” 

2. Vs. 15 The key here is to see that Gideon sees that this calling has to come from himself: Simply put Gideon struggled with in adequacy because he still saw his adequacy as coming from himself and not from God.  Paul said in best in 2 Cor. 3:5 when he wrote “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God”. So to answer this problem of sufficiency God says in verse 16, “I will be with you, and you will and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.” 

God doesn’t answer his questions instead He calls him into service. I’m to prone to talk and not prone to action and God tells Gideon we’ll talk about all this later right now you’ve got some work to do. And Gideon’s response is so much like mine, “Uh, look Lord, you got the wrong guy, why I’m a nobody and my family is a bunch of nobody’s.” “Who am I, Lord?” “That’s not the issue Gideon, the issue is “Who I Am!” Saint’s the issue isn’t who we are or aren’t the Issue is who God is. It’s not about us; it’s about God and what He alone can do through you! 

Vs. 17-21Gideon wants what we all want before we move out in “faith” confirmation! I see nothing wrong with making sure you have heard from the Lord before you move out and personally I go right to His word and camp out there to hear from Him. In verses 18-19 Gideon provides a sacrifice that was quite costly do to the circumstances and what I glean out of this is Gideon wanted confirmation and he realized that it would be found in two things:

· Personal sacrifice

· Personal worship         

Do you need confirmation in the direction you are hearing from the Lord? Well a great place to start is by asking if the direction is going to cost you more of you and is it going to cost you more worship of God! If it is then it has past the first test! There was no presumption in Gideon as he asks for confirmation from the Lord for the direction he felt the Lord was leading him in. And the Lord made it clear from the fire consuming the offering that He was indeed directing Gideon.        
Vs. 22-24 In verse 13 Gideon was afraid because he didn’t see the hand of God on the situation then in verse 22 he is afraid because he has does! I think Gideon was a lot like most of us: “Don’t want to move without God, but don’t want God in charge just in case we don’t like His plan!” He calls this place Jehovah-shalom yet he’s about to go into the biggest battle of his entire life but he calls the altar Jehovah-shalom, "God our peace." Saints you too can look beyond the conflict to the peace that God has promised. 
Gideon had heard about the great works of God in the past but he hadn’t seen any in his life and little did he realize that God wanted to do a miracle through him. Gideon is like a lot of us who need a touch from the Lord and think that the problem is with God. 
Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

B. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 

Judges 6:25-40

“Who me?” (part 2)

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 25-32 Will God take care of me? 

III. Vs. 33-40 Does God keep His promises? 

I. Intro 
This story reminds us of our own history as a small band of “Texans” banded together in a small mission church simply known as the Alamo. Colonel Travis sent out a letter hoping to gather reinforcements as they were facing 3000. His final words in the note was a “P.S.” that said, “The Lord is on our side. When the enemy appeared in sight we had not three bushels of corn. We have since found in deserted houses 80 or 90 bushels and got into the walls 20 or 30 head of Beef.” He drew a line on the dirt with his sword and said "Those prepared to give their lives in freedom’s cause, come over to me." Gideon now faces his own “Alamo” and it’s the Lord that will draw the line in the sand of his own home. Gideon’s story reminds us as believers “private commitment must produce public discipleship”. 

II. Vs. 25-32 Will God take care of me?
Vs. 25-26 Gideon’s father (Joash) had built a shrine to Baal as well as to Asherah the fertility goddess. Apparently this wasn’t just for private worship as the men of the city were frequent worshippers based upon their protest. 

Dear ones until the church takes care of its own “backyard idols” God can’t use it to deliver the nations faulty worship. We can’t fight the gods of this world while maintaining their worship in our own homes! Gideon was to take one of his father’s bulls at its prime and use it to tear down the altar to Baal and then chop down the Asherah pole and use the idols wood sacrifice the bull on it. A bull was a much more valuable animal then a heifer and Gideon’s father had two. Note, the bull was the same age as was the Midianite oppression and as this bull was offered God was saying, “If you place me first in your life then your oppression will go up in smoke!” There are three important truths that were established:

1. Baal must go before Midian will leave: Saints, before you will have victory over the habits that enslave Jesus must first be Lord over all your life. You can’t have two alters, you will never have victory if you try to worship at alters of this world and alter of God. You’re going to have to chop down alters of this world if you are going see the things that enslave you go. 
2. God’s alter can’t be built until the world’s is destroyed: You can’t blend the worship of the things of this world with the things of God. Ever drive around and notice the bumper sticker made up of religious symbols that reads “Coexist”? I wonder how the driver of the car or their spouse would feel if that sticker was not a reflection upon their religious tolerance but rather on their marital tolerance? We live in a liberal, pluralistic, inclusive age but God calls us to choose! 
3. We must start at our own house: If our commitment to Jesus and His word doesn’t start in our lives and the lives closest to us then it loses credibility before it ever steps outside our front porch.                 
Vs. 27 God was asking Gideon to fight the most difficult battle first the battle in his backyard! Faith is not obeying without fear; faith is obeying despite fear! Trust is not made visible be the observation that we are fearless but rather but that we still obey even when we are afraid! The Lord didn’t remove Gideon’s apprehension He strengthened his resolve in spite of it! 

Vs. 28-32 Even obedience done in the dark will produce visible results as the next day what Gideon had done a night was clearly seen; you can’t hide evil you can’t hide a glorious one either! How little faith God can use to build on in our lives so don’t get discouraged keep giving Him what little you have and He will keep doing more! This produced three results: 

1. The anger of the town: Apparently the worshipers of Baal never missed their morning devotions. The “True and Living God” had done great things for the nation but they had turned away from Him to worship idols made by their own hands and were ready to destroy the man who made their worship go up in smoke. 

2. The transformation of Joash: When Joash realized what his son had done he defended his son over his idols and the loss of two bulls. It seems that his son’s actions awakened more than mere parental protection as it revived his heart for God. Joash had a moment of clarity with regard to manmade objects of worship saying, “If they can’t defend themselves they aren’t worth our worship!” Gideon who had been so afraid of his father’s actions that he attacked Joash’s idols at night in the end finds his father his greatest ally. 

3. The reputation of Gideon: Gideon had destroyed Baal as Baal he stood as the statue he was and in so doing Gideon got a name change from clumsy to “Jerubbaal” or “Baal-conqueror”. Every time they looked at Gideon they saw living proof that Baal was not worthy of worship. 

John Knox the Scottish reformer was chained to a boat for his refusal to submit to Roman Catholicism. One day the guards came with a wooden statue of Mary and demanded that John Knox kiss the statue. He refused, grabbing the statue throwing it overboard he said, “Your lady can float but let’s see if she can swim and save herself!” Two things happened as a result of Knox’s actions, they never again forced believers to worship Catholic Icons and the people of Scotland saw Knox as a leader which resulted in the Scottish reformation.

III. Vs. 33-40 Does God keep His promises?

Vs. 33-35 Things begin to change as one man was now empowered by the Spirit of God. Amazingly the same men who wanted him dead for destroying their idols were now the same men who were willing to follow Gideon to destroy more. They came:

· Not because of Gideon but because of God

· Not to a program but to the power of God

· Not to indoctrination but to inspiration         

The trumpet blast hadn’t been heard in 7 years because it was a work of the Lord in powered by the Spirit of the Lord! Oh how God can take the little we have and when the Spirit of God comes upon us He achieves great things! According to Judges 7:3 the Holy Spirit’s work upon Gideon inspired 32,000 to follow him into battle.   


Paul says in Galatians 3:27“as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  The phrase comes from the idea that we are to “clothe ourselves in Jesus” but here in verse 34 the Hebrew reads that the “Spirit of the Lord clothed Himself with Gideon”. The Spirit of the Lord wore Gideon as a man would put on a suit and personally that is what my prayer is: “I don’t want to merely cover my flesh with a Jesus suit, I want Spirit of God to so posses me that I am but a thin veneer and He is the substance!” Howard Hendricks was fond of saying every morning, “Lord, here I am. I want to be your suit of clothes today. I want you to take me and use me. Lord, just walk around in me today.” Gideon had three essentials that produced change in him and those around him:

1. He had a encounter with Jesus

2. The encounter with Jesus was revealed by following the Lord obediently 

3. He became a man possessed by the Spirit of God

Vs. 36-40 Most Christians are familiar with these 5 verses and have used them to determine a direction in their life. There is a problem with using them to determine a direction as it assumes that God only has a few choices. Years ago a fellow was having trouble with his Model T Ford and for hours he tried this and that but nothing would get it to go. As he was working a limo rolled up along side of him and the man in the back got out and asked what the problem was, he then suggested they he try a few things that he hadn’t and the car started right up. Amazed he asked “How do you know so much about cars?” The man replied, “I’m Henry Ford and I designed and built that car I know everything there is to know about that model.” Friends, God knows everything there is to know about everything so when you are done tinkering with the model why not ask the Maker? Four things stand out about Gideon’s action:

1. Vs. 36-37 He was not ignorant of God’s will: Twice in these two verses Gideon acknowledges that God had told him that he was going to use him to deliver the nation from the Midianites. Gideon’s problem was not direction it was application! This in spite of the fact that God had given Gideon clear understanding of His will, a clear revelation of His identity, and a thorough experience of His power.    

2. Vs. 36-37 The fleece proved Gideon’s doubt and did nothing to strengthen his faith: Twice we hear Gideon use the word “IF” after he had clearly heard God’s word on the matter. In offering the fleece Gideon is saying that God’s Word is not enough even after God had promised that He would save the nation through his hand. 

3. Vs. 38-39 The fleece showed that Gideon was not being honest: What would have happened had Gideon simply said, “Lord I know you told me you would do this, I know that you revealed to me that You are who You claim to be and I know that you have demonstrated Your ability to do what You said you were going to do. But Lord You know my heart and I’m still afraid! Help my overcome my fears and doubts!” Instead Gideon said, “I’ve heard Your plan now here’s my plan and I’ll do your plan if You first do my plan!”  

4. Vs. 39-40 The fleece did nothing to cure Gideon’s doubts: If the fleece worked why do it twice? “Double or nothing, Lord!” Doubt was still plaguing Gideon even after the Lord granted his request because the problem of doubt is a problem with Gideon not God! A fleece only puts God in a box that we have to keep opening! 

There is one way of looking at this practice of the fleece that may have application for us today. In Hosea 14:5 God says to the nation, “I will be like the dew to Israel” and as such a fleece had a spiritual aspect as dew was likened to the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon the people. So we could apply this principal by saying, “Before I go out and do your work I need to be saturated in your Spirit, I lay my dry life out before You pour upon me your Holy Spirit!” And indeed the fleece came back soaked but we can take it a step further saying, “Lord even if I should become dry soak the ground around me in your Power and presence. Make those folks next to me to drip in your power so that your work will not fail!”                    

Vs. 40 There is a remarkable point in this whole story right here and that is “And God did so that night!” These five words reveal that the five verses have nothing to do with revealing God’s guidance and everything to do with revealing God’s grace! The Lord knew Gideon, He knew Gideon’s fear even if Gideon wasn’t admitting it and God in His abundant Mercy and Grace work with what Gideon gave Him because God is that kind of Father! In Exodus 34:6-7 God describes Himself that way saying, “I am the Lord, I am the Lord, the merciful and gracious God. I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness. I show this unfailing love to many thousands by forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion.” Amazingly like Barak before him Gideon too is mentioned in the “Hall of Faith” in Heb. 11:32. Dear ones our weak faith is still more powerful in the hands of the Holy Spirit than no faith, so give to the Lord so He can add your name to the “Hall of Faith”.  Friends, God does not give us guidance He reveals Himself as our Guide!       

Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

C. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 

Judges 7:1-25

“To big for God to use” 

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-8 A heart and a head for the Lord

III. Vs. 9-15 From frightened worrier to fearless warrior
IV. Vs. 16-25 See the invisible, choose the imperishable and do the impossible
I. Intro 
To put Israel’s victory in perspective one sports writer put the odds at 450 to 1 and then went on to say it would be equivalent to a Jr. High school football team taking on the Super Bowl champions in a football game and beating them 49 – 0. Was this accomplished through “positive thinking”? The Frenchmen Emile Coue is the father of positive thinking when he first wrote the little ditty “Every day, in every way, I am getting better and better”. He claimed that a person repeating that phrase over and over would cure them of all sorts of ailments and accomplish great things. No doubt a good positive outlook can be healthier and helpful when compared to always being negative. In response to “positive confession” someone wrote this little poem: “We tackled the thing that couldn’t be done, with a will we went right to it. We tackled the thing that couldn’t be done, and we found we couldn’t do it!” The problem with positive thinking is not in thinking positive it is rather the object we are to think positive about which is usually miss directed into two categories: 

1. First it is in ourselves, our ability, our goodness

2. Second it is in our situation, being according to our wishes

The positive outlook must be only in our relationship to the Lord and His goodness! This is what makes the 7th chapter of Judges such a great chapter for us as the Lord doesn’t pump Gideon full of “self esteem” he doesn’t put the odds in his favor so that he can count on the victory. No He reminds him over and over that he can be positive because God is in control and to do so He strips Gideon from anything that he could cling to apart from God! Have you notice that God often causes us to confront our weaknesses before He reveals His sufficiency to us? 

II. Vs. 1-8 A heart and a head for the Lord

Vs. 1-3 God loves to work in the realm of the impossible, it is for this reason that He puts us in situations where we can’t see any way out, than He comes in and delivers us!  Gideon’s men were already over matched (32,000 against 135,000 Midianites) facing 4 to 1 odds God says, “Gideon the odds are still too good that you will think that you did this on your own!” Oh how different God looks at things then us, to Gideon his army was too small yet to God it was too big. The first test whittled it down to 10,000 men.

In Chapter 8:10 we know that the Median army was 135,000 strong and here we are told that Israel set up camp in the Jezreel Valley which was the key to controlling the nation. Gideon and his 32,000 men huddled behind the spring of Harod or the “spring of trembling”. That made getting a drink a very interesting proposition as they would have to do so in full view of the enemy down the hill and across the spring. Based upon verse 12 they were as numerous as locusts, their camels were without number as the sand of the seashore. God had strategically assembled them with a view of the enemy and 22,000 of those that had gathered saw the enemy as being of greater size than they saw the God who had gathered them. Saints that is always the first test for our hearts if we see the victory determined by our numbers verses the obstacles’ numbers than we have our eyes on the wrong thing! 

Imaging how Gideon must of felt when he told the 32,000 men that if any of them trembled they could go home, he might have expected a few hundred but 22,000? Does the loss of numbers cause you to become discouraged? Hey folks, God is the only one I know that can add by subtracting! God is interested in more than just giving you victory and prosperity, His desire is to teach you that you can trust Him! He is not about making us “self-reliant” He is into making us God-reliant. In 2 Chron. 26:15-16we are told of the defeat of Uzziah that “his fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped till he became strong. But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction.” Oh how prone we are to insecurity and discouragement when we don’t feel very significant. Saint’s our significance is in the Lord not in ourselves! 

Vs. 4-8 Having already reduced the army from 32,000 to 10,000 it now goes down from 10,000 to 300 as there were still too many for God's purpose. When 22, 000 left then 9,700 the odds went from 4 to 1 to 14 to 1 at the first departure and by the time they were down to 300 the odds were 450 to 1 against! In 1 Samuel 14:6 Jonathan (Saul’s son) told his armor bearer, “Nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few.” Far too many churches and Christian’s measure effectiveness on statistics but such numbers mean nothing to the Lord! Based upon the promise of God in Deut. 32:30 where God says that one soldier would put to flight 10,000 all Gideon needed was 27 men to defeat the Midianite army of 135,000 but God gave him 11 times more than he needed.    


God’s way of testing the 10,000 was to take them down to the water. There are many thoughts on this test; one is that a good soldier would take the water with his hands up to his face so he could see the enemy instead of drinking with his head down. If that is the case it appears that God eliminated the first 22,000 because their “heart” wasn’t in it and the 2nd 9,700 because their “head” wasn’t in it!  How about it saints, is your heart towards the Lord and not upon the size of the enemy? Are you teachable; is your head on straight not on your immediate circumstances but on the horizon and the victory? The army was now less than 1% of its original size and the proportion was 400 Midianite soldiers to each Israeli soldier which meant that Gideon could now only trust in God. 

Some say the 300 were chosen because they needed to drink but they never lost sight of the possibility of attack from the Midianites. Ah but it could be that these fellows were to broken down, too out of shape to get into the water, their backs were to bad their knees wouldn’t bend and God was saying, “I want the cast offs, the old fellas that can’t bend over and give me 20, give me 300 the world’s casts offs, the unqualified I’ll take them!” Why is this a possibility? Well because God does great things with those whose hearts are right and their heads are on straight. Perhaps today your odds have gone from 4 to 1 to 450 to 1 and you are feeling like your doomed the situation has gone from bad to worse to impossible. Praise the Lord!!  

III. Vs. 9-15 From frightened worrier to fearless warrior
Vs. 9-12 Fear once again grips the heart of Gideon as Gideon takes God up on His offer of confirmation to hear the dream that one of the Midianite tells another. Saints notice that God doesn’t condemn Gideon for his fear instead He commissions him.

Vs. 13-15a In the vision a Midianite soldiers sees a “a loaf of barley bread” tumbling into the camp. Gideon was likened to a barley loaf not a huge bolder barreling down the hill, barley wasn’t even the bread of champions it was the bread of slaves and animals. Barley bread was “barely bread” as only the poorest of folks would eat it so in the vision they see that the Midianites would be defeated by a humble few nobody’s. The camp of Midian saw what Gideon wasn’t able to see, that Gideon was the sword of the Lord. Gideon finds out that the Midianites are afraid of him even more than he is afraid of them. This guy who only a short time before was hiding out in a wine press now has a reputation that has spread throughout the whole Midian army of 135,000 men. Gideon the “frightened worrier” has become Gideon the “fearless warrior”. 


Dear Christian do you know that your enemy satan is afraid of you, that you give him nightmares? When our eyes are on ourselves we fear the enemy but when our eyes are on the Lord we see in reality our enemy sees us. A person possessed by the Spirit of God causes satan and his buddies to tremble? So if you are being harassed, attacked and persecuted rejoice in the Lord as it means they are talking about the Spirit of the Lord clothing Himself in you. Ah but if you have none of the above you may start to pray as apparently they don’t know anything about you. 2 Tim. 3:12 that, “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

IV. Vs. 16-25 See the invisible, choose the imperishable and do the impossible
Vs. 16-18 Gideon is a Spirit-filled man according to 6:34 so the Lord must have given him the plan to divide the 300 into three groups. As a man of action as he tells his 300 do as I do, he didn’t say “You go”, he said “Let’s go!” He didn’t say, “Listen to me” he said “Look at me!” 

Vs. 19-23 The Midianite soldiers awoke to an explosion of noise, light, and movement coming down on them from all directions as they no doubt thought they were being attacked by an army bigger than they were. Notice the phrase has changed as apparently they already feared Gideon and the Lord. The fight ended up being the Midianites against each other with the 300 picking up the spoils. There were several things that God had Gideon do that played into the Midianite defeat:

1. They were very superstitious people and as such they were afraid of the dark

2. They were a warring people and the people they fought the most was each other    

Those two things played a huge part in their self defeat as suddenly in the dark they there is allowed crash and a shout coming at them from every direction. As they made it out of their tents they saw 300 torches and the military practice was that 1000 soldiers marched behind a single torch. All of this caused confusion and in the dark they thought each other was the enemy. 

Vs.  24-25 Though God started the work with 300 who did little,  it enlisted the 32,000 whose heart and head wasn’t in the right place. Isn’t that great that the Lord takes those of us whose heart and head isn’t where it should be to start with and through those who are where they should be God encourages then includes those who weren’t right.  Vance Havner once said that a man of faith, “See’s the invisible, chooses the imperishable and does the impossible!” 1 John 5:4-5 says, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” John Wesley said, “Give me a 100 men who fear nothing but sin, love nothing but God and God will shake the gates of hell!” Gideon is the story of God’s work in a man who was hiding in a winepress and ends up defeating the enemy in a winepress. What a lesson for us and the Church: God doesn’t need large numbers to accomplish His purpose. He doesn’t need especially talented people, big churches with big budgets and big buildings! No, He wants people who simply trust in Him. When the church starts to trust in what they have God turns away and looks for a Gideon! 
Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

D. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 

Judges 8:1-35

“The bigger battle” 

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-3 The battle of disunity

III. Vs. 4-17 The battle of dysfunction

IV. Vs. 18-21 The battle of distraction

V. Vs. 22-35 A king by any other name  

I. Intro 
In 2 Chron. 14:11 king Asa prayed as he faced over a million Ethiopians, “Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or with those who have no power; help us, O Lord our God, for we rest on You, and in Your name we go against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let man prevail against You!” But the battle is far from over after the victory as it switches to maintaining the victory. Andrew Bonar gave wise council when he said, “Let us be as watchful after the victory as we were before the battle.” Gideon who at first was full of doubts, discouragement and despair became a man of faith and power in the presence of God now becomes full of himself in the 9th chapter. 
II. Vs. 1-3 The battle of disunity

Vs. 1-3 In 7:24-25 the tribe of Ephraim was held up in the hills out of fear of the Midianites when Gideon sent messengers to come and join the fight and they did so taking the water holes from the enemy as well as the two princes Oreb and Zeeb. They had been invited to clean up and got to participate in the victory but now are complaining that they weren’t called earlier. Instead of the Midianites, Gideon faces the battle of “disunity” as the tribe of Ephraim. Ephraim was the 2nd largest tribe numerically and thought of themselves as the most important of Gods tribes because: 

· The tabernacle of God was located in Shiloh which was on their land. 

· They had the 2nd greatest leader of all time as a relative as Joshua was from this tribe. 

The truth of the matter was that though Ephraim was the largest tribe when the trumpet  sounded 32,000 joined the battle and not one of them was from Ephraim. Their complaint amounted to nothing more than wounded pride and a bruised ego. Rather than rejoicing in the great victory that God had done they complain about the strategy employed. It’s a sad day when brothers declare war on each other after they have stood together to defeat the enemy.  Ronald Reagan placed these words in the oval office to keep him grounded, “It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.”. Apparently this applied to the quote it’s self as the 33rd president Harry Truman and CEO of Coca Cola have both been accredited with being the author. Instead of spontaneous joy and celebration at the greatness of God and the victory he had given all of God’s people they came with a complaint.  

Hey dear ones have you noticed that it is often easier to “weep with those that weep” than it is to “rejoice with those rejoice”? It is a sad reality of the fallen flesh that oft times we would rather lose than to see God win through someone else! How do we handle such pride and self centeredness? Well, take a lesson from Gideon’s humility as he said in verse 2 “What have I done compared to you?” As far as Gideon was concerned there was something far greater than who gets to take credit for the victory and that was completing the task at hand! Satan is a master at getting Christians in thinking that our enemy is each other instead of him. 


Far too often I have taken the opportunity to deal with Ephraimites by blasting them for their petty pride and in so doing succeeded in making a mountain out of the “Mole Hill”. What you must not do is defend yourself or attack the other instead take the high road and boast in God’s great work in others! Someone once said that “Diplomacy is the art of letting someone have it your way”. Gideon got them to let God have it His way!  There are two lessons we can learn from Gideon’s diplomacy:

1. The unity of God’s people is greater than personal recognition and pride: It was more important for the nation to continue on task unified than for Gideon to be vindicated and recognized as being great. It’s better to be personally wronged than to divide the body.

2. Second Gideon diplomacy teaches us that we must never take our eyes off the enemy: Far too often God’s people have become defeated because they first were deflected from God’s call. Gideon treated Ephraim’s problem as Ephraim’s problem and never made it his. Those who find the time to complain about other people do so because they have no sense of call in their own lives and thereby believe they are called to complain. 

Although Gideon does not lose sight of His call neither did he take the time to point his brethren to the One person who could get them off themselves, the LORD. 

III. Vs. 4-17 The battle of dysfunction

 Vs. 4-9 Another tactic of the enemy is “dysfunction” where we make the wrong priorities the priority. Gideon chased the Midianites across the Jordan in pursuit of 15,000 men having already killed 120,000. In light of verse 19 this seems to have been a personal vendetta. It is in this pursuit that we see a different Gideon in the three stories before us.  When Gideon and the guys should up at Succoth (which means Booths and was east of the Jordan) asking for some substance to continue the pursuit they said, “Not so fast, if the victory isn’t secure yet then we don’t want to get involved.” What’s got into Gideon? 

· At Succoth Gideon says that he is going to spank them for their refusal to help 

· At Penuel (Vision of God, where Jacob wrestled with the Lord) Gideon tells them that he is going to come back and tear down their tower. 

Gideon is going after the men who killed his brothers (verse 19) and is going to take down any and everybody in his way. Their pursuit left them depleted so when they reached the Jewish settlement of Succoth they popped in for some bread but the leaders decline to supply the need. These folks were “disloyal” to what God had done and were “disinterested” in being a part of it now. And according to verse 15 they not only don’t help Gideon they mock him. This disloyalty cut deep into Gideon and he didn’t handle it well, as he declares his intentions to come back and give them a public spanking. Then a few miles down the road the scene is repeated at Peniel as Gideon promises to come back and tear down their watch tower a critical part of their cites self defense. James 1:20 reminds us that “the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” Saint’s It’s a great thing to be single minded in our service of the Lord as we read in verse 12 that “He pursued them…and routed the whole army”. The motivation of why Gideon stayed in the battle was revenge which meant that there were other casualties.    
Vs. 10-17 “Those leaders were influencing their city by trying to keep one foot on the world and one foot with God”, perhaps Gideon thought. He allowed himself to become “distracted” to God’s ways because as he “took it personally”! Gideon and the nation had “beaten the odds” but maintaining victory is always more difficult attaining victory. Though these two cities needed to be disciplined or the victory would be short lived but the severity of the discipline suggests that Gideon had another motive other than the Lord’s.  

IV. Vs. 18-21 The battle of distraction

Vs. 18-21 The two Midianite kings were asked by Gideon if they were the responsible for killing his brothers and causing him to hang out in a wine press they said yes. And wanting to give his son an opportunity to avenge the death of his relatives but the boy was too young. In questioning the two kings we find out that the pursuit was not God given or spiritual it was fueled by hate and revenge. This wasn’t about the liberation of God’s people any more, it was about getting even! The way Gideon attempted to kill these two kings by his son’s hands shows that he was making it personal. Saints, the most dangerous time we face is not prior to the battle or during the battle but after the battle my friends. 

V. Vs. 22-35 A king by any other name
Vs. 22-23 The final 14 verses supply the last chapter of Gideon’s life a life that has been categorized by one of the greatest victories ever recorded and ends with one of the greatest defeats, his own. If only Gideon’s story ended in verse 23 with his words “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you.” 


God knew the hearts of his people and refused to allow Israel to defeat the enemy with 32,000 men because they would say, “My own hand has saved me”, now in the 22nd verse say that it was Gideon that has saved them. They gave Gideon credit for what only God had done! This is the high point of Gideon’s life the defeat of his inner flesh and it’s ever seeking quest for prestige and power, unfortunately his actions didn’t match his words.   
Vs. 24-28 Gideon had one request that netted him almost 50 pounds of gold which was equivalent to 150 years of wages as well as taking the clothing and personal jewelry of the Midianite kings (verse 26). He claimed the wages and dress as king all the while verbally rejecting the position. The gold was not for himself it was for a religious garment that was to be put on display, which became a shrine to how God had spoken to him.  As beautiful as this ephod (a vest like garment worn by the High Priest and in the pocket was the Urim and Thumim which the priest would used to determine the will of God) was it didn’t aid in worship it hindered it. There is a great warning to God’s servants here not to erect monuments to their achievements in God’s service as they will become a snare to the people and lead to your own down fall. “The best way not to fall off a pedestal is too never set one up in which you would be tempted to climb in the first place!”      

Vs. 29-35 The man who had refused the throne nonetheless adopted a royal lifestyle which included:

1. Vs. 30 A royal harem: Polygamy was practice almost exclusively by rulers as they were the only ones that could afford it. But not only did he practice polygamy he went further as he also had a mistress in another city. 

2. As already noted he also amassed tremendous wealth: This from a man who in 6:15 declared himself the weakest in Manasseh.

3. Vs. 31 A royal title: The final evidence that he lived like a king is to be found in the naming of his son by way of his concubine which he names him “My father is king”. Every time his son spoke his name he gave the title that Gideon had verbally refused. 

Gideon didn’t become a king but he sure started acting like one! The man who needed sign after sign when God had made it clear in His word that He had called him now struggles with over confidence. When you are finished with the story of Gideon you come to the conclusion that Gideon was no “super hero” he was a guy who was quite ordinary who at a specific time and season answered the call of God upon his life and trusted in an extraordinary God who used him in spite of himself. Saints we tend to honor the person who in a moment of crisis stands up courageously and then basks in the limelight instead of honoring a person who has consistently stood the halls of time in everyday life, which requires a far greater amount kind of courage.
Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

E. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 

Judges 9:1-57

“The man who would be king” 

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-6 Division

III. Vs. 7-21 Distraction

IV. Vs. 22-57 Destruction

I. Intro 
Rudyard Kipling’s short story “The Man Who Would Be King” about two scoundrels who try to set themselves up to be kings in Afghanistan could fit the 9th chapter of Judges and Abimelech’s life. Contrast that with our own American heritage in George Washington. In a letter written in 1782 from George Washington to a Colonel Nichola of the Revolutionary army after he suggested that George Washington with the full backing of senior officers and civilian leaders make him king or dictator of the new nation made up of 13 colonies. Washington refused firmly and disbanded the army returning to his home in Mount Vernon as an ordinary citizen. In part he wrote, “I am much at a loss to conceive what part of my conduct could have given encouragement to an address which seems big with the greatest mischief’s that can befall my country.” The 9th chapter of Judges (the longest in the book of Judges) provides an example of leadership the opposite of Washington’s. He had such a desire to be king that he wouldn’t allow anything or anyone stand in his way. 

II. Vs. 1-6 Division

Vs. 1-2 Abimelech (My father is king) got more than the name from Gideon he got the attitude that went with it. Gideon in 8:23 turned down the request of the nation to become king and then spent the rest of his life acting like one. Abimelech is ambitious and courts the position. When you have arrogance coupled with ambition you have a very dangerous person.

              Every now and then I hear folks attempt to defend polygamy say, “Well it’s in the Bible and it doesn’t say you shouldn’t do it!” That is not actually true as God spoke through Moses in Deut. 17:17 warning the nation that when they came into the land and wanted to set a king over them they should make sure that he doesn’t “multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.” Beyond this verse we have countless examples such the story before us where such a practice was first pagan and 2nd always destructive to the family unit.


Abimelech was a product of two factors that influenced him his parents and his  home environment. His mother was a product of his father’s backsliding as she was part of his harem but he hadn’t given her the dignity of becoming his wife. She was for his pleasure not his life partner. This seems to have influenced him in some of his decisions.  

a. First, in his request before his mother’s family he either ignores or is unaware of Gideon’s refusal in 8:23 that any of his offspring ever serve as king.
b.  Second, he clearly plays the separation between his father’s family and his mother’s family by asking them which they prefer to rule over them 70 or 1 that has grew up among them?

c. Third, the obvious spiritual influence as Abimelech calls his father Jerubbaal (He who contends against Baal) and in verse 4 Abimelech’s campaign is financed with funds from the temple of Baal-Berith (the god of the covenant). 

Vs. 3-6 No doubt Abimelech despised Gideon’s brand faith and it made it far easier to choose to worship Baal of his mother’s relatives. Shechem was equally confused as it was the final resting place of Joseph’s bones and the city where Joshua had the nation recommit their lives to God. With Gideon, it didn’t take long to take yesterday hero and make him today’s scoundrel. The only thing that Abimelech had learned from his father was that he felt it was his destiny to rule over the people; after all he had seen his father act like a king so why not be one?  

In 8:33 We are told that, “As soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel again played the harlot with Baals, and made Baal-Berith their god.” The irony here is that apparently this included Gideon’s sons and Abimelech receives the temple funds to secure 70 hit men at a shekel each to knock off his 70 ½ brothers. The god they were worshipping was paying for the contract on their lives. 


Amazingly no protest ensued, no moral outrage on behalf of the nation as in one swoop at a place where cattle were slaughtered all but one of Gideon’s offspring was killed. Sometimes a nation receives the leader that best represents their nature. “We need to beware of the tendency to minimize character qualifications for leadership and the servant heart that is so clearly portrayed in the Bible.” If God would have been continually crowned as King Abimelech would have never have been invited to the palace!                        
III. Vs. 7-21 Distraction

Vs. 7-15 There was only one man willing to stand up and call the city and his ½ brother on the carpet for this the only survivor out of the 70, Jotham. As Abimelech was being crowned Jotham had a few words to those below mount Gerizim. Ironically according to Jos. 24:26 Abimelech's coronation took place at the same tree where Joshua had solemnly placed a copy of the law of God . The 800 foot Mount Gerizim was the same hill that according to Deut. 27:12 the people pronounced a blessing when they entered the Promise Land which overlooks the city of Shechem. Gideon was from the tribe of Manasseh and Abimelech’s actions were anything but a blessing.


This is the first parable recorded in the bible as Jotham the lone survivor saw the trees looking for a king. For some unknown reason they decide to appoint a king and sought the Olive tree, the fig tree and the grape vine and none were interested. Each of these three recognized that they were being asked to replace God that they already had over them at a price of what they were created to do, be a blessing to both God and man. The trees came to the bramble bush also known as the buckthorn not a tree a worthless bush that was a product of the curse of Genesis 3. It produced no fruit, no shade, its wood wasn’t used so all you could do with it was burn it. So in the parable of Jotham this worthless bush says to the trees “come take shelter in my shade”, what shade? Those trees in the parable refused the leadership position as they viewed it as a step down as they would have to give up what they were designed to do “bear fruit”. 

Why would a tree do something so foolish, well they wouldn’t yet Shechem had?  


Hey saint’s there are still folks like this today who want to lead so they can rule over people not serve people. The test of a person’s character is to see how they treat those who disagree with them. If their only desire is to destroy those who disagree then they are like the bramble; “Plenty of sharp points, but of no real use except to injure others!” Jesus said in Mark 9:35 as He called the twelve disciples to Him, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 

Vs. 16-21 The reason the men of Shechem supported Abimelech was because he was their relative. Jotham's warning to the men of Shechem was that their unwise choice will come back to burn them. After Jotham painted the picture in the parable of Abimelech being a “prickly kind of guy” and of no value other than to be burned, he runs for his life not to have a “Beer” but to the town of Beer. The point of the parable to the people of Shechem was to point out that you will know a tree by its fruit as no fruit bearing tree would give up its calling to serve its own ego! 

IV. Vs. 22-57 Destruction

Vs. 22-24 The rest of this chapter is used to see the fulfillment of Jotham’s prophetic parable. Yet behind the scene we see God at work even in the midst of the spiritual vacuum. Someone has said that disillusionment is the offspring of illusion and it only took 3 years for the people of Shechem to realize this. Abimelech was not a liberator he was a tyrant  and they began to be adversaries who were once allies. In judgment, God removed the peace that was between them and sent this spirit of ill will. God allows satan to do what he does best cause division so that the folks of Shechem and Abimelech would both see the errors of their ways and repent and get their hearts right. Beyond this The men of Shechem set ambushes on the mountain roads, hoping to disrupt the trade routes that profited Abimelech. 
Vs. 25-38 Gaal (contempt) had some gal as he got drunk and exercised some “beer muscles” as he calls out Abimelech and his army publically saying that the people shouldn’t follow this guy as he is the son Jerubbaal (Gideon) and that his chief officer Zebul is a double agent and that they should serve a true blood not a ½ breed. Gaal’s remedy is vote for him and he will remove Abimelech and they could go back to their true roots of the Hivites who founded the city under “Hamor” who was name means “an ass”. Here than is a good reason not to get drunk as you have a tendency to say stupid things that can get you in trouble. As Zebul the double agent says, “Put your money where your mouth is and take him on if you want to take the title.”                     

Vs. 39-49 Zebul deceived Gaal, allowing Abimelech's troops to take superior position. Abimelech then turned his anger against the people of Shechem, and killed as many of them as he could. The survivors in the city of Shechem took refuge in a tower but Abimelech burnt them out and killed them all, about a thousand men and women. Just as Jotham had predicted in his parable that if Abimelech had done this to become and you helped him then one day you will attack you and light you on fire as well. Remember this was his home town and not only does he destroy it he puts salt on its fields son nothing will grow. The lesson here is simple if you put folks like this in leadership over you it’s only a matter of time before they will “burn you” and make your country unproductive. 

Vs. 50-55 After his brutal victory at the tower of Shechem, Abimelech probably thought he was an expert at "tower attack." He went to Thebez (10 miles away) and attacked the city and the tower there but at Thebez, a woman dropped a millstone (ten to fourteen inches long and weighed five pounds or more) on Abimelech's head and mortally wounded him. Yet even at his death he was arrogant as he considered it more "manly" to be killed by his own armor bearer. Thus Israel’s headache of Abimelech was over at last. 

In the end the pagan god they had turned to in the first place to finance Abimelech’s reign becomes a crematory for a 1000 of the cites inhabitance. Abimelech’s lust for power and control could not be controlled by himself which all came crashing upon his head. This is what happens when you get a “big head” someone is got to drop something down on you as God killed two birds with one stone! Abimelech, worried that anyone would know that a woman killed but the Lord put it down in the Bible “a best seller” so all know the story that this guy full of himself was killed by a woman.  So the story ends with a commentary from the complier of this book in verse 56-57 saying that both Abimelech and Shechem received the fruit of their own foolish choices. Saints, this story teaches us about the peril of pride and the ambush of ambition! But it also reveals that no matter what God is in control and whatever a man sows that he will also reap.              
Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

F. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 


Judges 10:1-18



“Whose crying now” 

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-5 Profiles in Courage

III. Vs. 6-16 Looking like what you worship

IV. Vs. 17-18 Who will lead? 

I. Intro 
The 10th chapter is the ½ way point of the book and its main purpose is to set up the story of the 11th and 12th chapters which is about Jephthah but before it does that we are going to learn a lesson on three evidences that a nation or an individual is in spiritual decline:

1. Vs. 1-5 Lack of gratitude  

2. Vs. 6-16 Lack of submission to the Lord

3. Vs. 17-18 Lack of leadership

G. Campbell Morgan known as “the prince of expositors” didn’t have a very bright beginning. Due to financial pressers he worked as a school teacher, he sought to become credentialed through the Methodists. Because of the lack of education his candidacy required him to do a trail sermon before examiners and he found himself among 150 other men seeking the same opportunity in an auditorium with only 75 out of the possible  1,000 seats filled. He bombed and received a telegram with one word on it “REJECTED” which he sent on to his father. Later that same day he received a telegram back that said, “Rejected on earth. Accepted in heaven. Dad!” The 10th chapter of Judges is about man’s rejection of God but His acceptance! 

II. Vs. 1-5 Profiles in Courage

Vs. 1-2 It figures that Pu-ah would be the son of Do-do reading this in the English Bible. Tola’s dad’s name means “splendid” his grandfather’s name meant “loved” but his name means “worm”! Apparently he was named after the first born from Issachar and 1 Chron. 7:2 tells us that his descendants “were mighty men of valor in their generations; their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand six hundred.”. Toa a man from the tribe of Issachar that lived in Ephraim not amongst his own people (who could blame him after they named him worm). Interestingly  he “arose to save Israel”, yet there is no mention of who he saved Israel from. A fact that wasn’t lost on the King James translators as they render the word “saved” as the word “defended”.  Have you ever stopped to wonder what God “defended” you from that saved you? Tola arose after the horrible reign of Abimelech to “defend Israel” from herself. He offered the nation 23 years of ability after the brief destructive reign of Abimelech. God never allows the Abimelech’s of this world to have the last word He always raises up a someone, even a “worm” to grant us peace.

Vs.  3-5 The same is true with Jair (enlightener), he served as leader of Israel for 22 years. Based upon these verses he had a thing with the number 30 but this also tells us that he was into polygamy and that means that like Gideon before him he was wealthy and acted like a king. His boys liked fancy cars “donkeys” and he spread his boys out to rule in 30 different towns, so he was into nepotism. There is no problem in your children or your grandchildren wanting to follow in your footsteps as long as those are the “footsteps” of the Lord and not the carnal man.   

For 45 years the nation had enjoyed peace, prosperity and security thanks to two unknown leaders Tola and Jair. Yet with that said the nation didn’t use this time to grow in the grace and knowledge of Lord instead as soon as Jair was dead they returned back to idolatry. The soil of idolatry is enjoying the gifts and blessings of God but not recognizing that He is the one that has so blessed us and instead thanking God attributing the blessings to someone or something else. 

III. Vs. 6-16 Looking like what you worship
Vs.  6 “Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord”, A phrase that is repeated seven times in the Book of Judges. This verse reveals two things about fallen human nature:

1.  That the evil we do is always before the eyes of God 

2. That they did so “again”, meaning that this was not done in ignorance but rather will full disobedience
At the core of every sin we commit is idolatry as we place other things (most often ourselves) at the center of our worship. Israel replaced the One True God with seven different ethnic and national that they had to appease. It wasn’t the beauty of the idols image that they went after but what the idol was associated with. God warned the nation before they entered into the land of promise that this would be the case as we read in Deut. 8:10-14 saying, “When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He has given you. Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today.” 
Vs.  7-9 The very worse discipline God gives us is letting us have what we want!  Hebrews 12:6 reminds us that “The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” Oh thank God that He loves me as His child because He doesn’t let me get away with bad behavior and a rotten attitude. If Israel wanted to serve the gods of the Philistines and the Amorites then so be it, but they would not just get the perceived benefits of the god’s of this world they would get the servitude and slavery that went with it. 


A pastor was visiting a young Christian who was constantly questioning God as it related to sinful habits. The young Christian kept saying “I just don’t hear from the Lord” “So until He says something to me I’m going to keep on do it.” The pastor said I want you to go outside look into heaven and you will receive a word from God. The man protested, “But pastor it’s raining!” The pastor insisted, “Do you want to receive a word from God or not?” So the man went outside and for 10 minutes looked up into heaven then came back inside very mad. “I looked up into heaven for 10 minutes and got no Word from God all I got was wet and I feel like an idiot.” To which the pastor replied, “Sounds like you heard from God to me!”   

From the time of the first judge Othniel to Gideon the nation had endured 50 years of oppression which they needn’t have. It was clear to see that God blessed them when they followed Him and they were chastised when they didn’t. God gave Israel over to the people who worshipped the god they worshipped so that they could see what worshipping that god produced in their lives. Think of this a moment as we ought to be able to be a billboard, a poster child for our King. I’m sure most folks have heard of the fella “holding a Koran book burning party.” Friends, we don’t need to burn their book we just need to live and look like the One in our book! People ought to be around us and say, “Man, you’re so at peace, so full of joy, so kind and loving, what’s your secret?” “The Spirit of God, through the Word of God making me like the Son of God.” 

Vs. 10 Recognition is not the same as repentance so the Lord draws them further down the path saying that they must go beyond the words “I’m sorry” to forsaking the things they worship. God is saying, “I see that you are crying out for help but you are doing so all the while you are clutching seven idols, why don’t you just call out to them?” 
Vs.  11-12 God had granted Israel victory over 7 different nations but according to verse 6 Israel was now worshipping at the alters of 7 different pagan gods. How foolish it was to worship at the altars of the nations you have defeated by the True God. The Ammonites were distant relatives of the Israelites as they were descendants of Abraham’s nephew Lot. And they first attacked the 2 ½ tribes on the other side of the promise land then came over the Jordan to oppress the other tribes. Eighteen years later the people cried out but God doesn’t send a deliver He sends a messenger to tell them that they lack gratitude towards all that He does for them and for that reason He isn’t going to help them and they can simply cry out to one of those 7 gods to help. 

Vs.  13-14 God’s words might appear to be harsh if one disregards His nature of love. His desire was that what they spoke was more than mere words so that they would not have to continue to experience the fruit of their separation. God's response seems to indicate that He saw something lacking in Israel's repentance. They cried out to the Lord but all they really wanted was to no experience the consequences of their sin. Folks, never forget that a weakened spiritual life has far reaching consequences upon a nation then we realize.

Vs.  15-16 “We mean it this time do whatever you want, we will put away the idols and serve you this time.” So the change of heart allowed God to remove the oppression and Israel discovered that the worst day of serving God is better than the best day of serving idols. God hates to see His people suffer, even when it was best for them. He longs to rescue us but won’t do it until it was good for us. The day will come when trouble with a capital “T” will come into our life and what we have chosen to worship and trust in we will cry out towards. If it’s our finances they we will seek comfort and help from that but it won’t help. It it’s pleasure than we will seek to drown your sorrows in temporary numbness but it won’t last. Ah but if it’s the true and living God then when you seek shelter under the shadow of His wings you will find that He is a Strong Tower! The psalmist said in Psalm 18:2 “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” What are we to do if we have placed our hope in the world’s gods?

1. Vs. 10 “Confession”: That’s the first step is to simply agree with the Lord and admit your mistakes.

2. Vs. 15 “Submission”: Do whatever seems best to you they cried, we surrender to wanting a little of You and the rest of what we want. 

3. Vs. 16 “Destruction”: The Hebrew word for “put away” means to utterly destroy. They put away and destroyed the god’s they had trusted in. 

Anything less than these three things is not Biblical repentance! So when God saw that what they said was true by their actions He delivered them from that which oppressed them. And so too will you find deliverance from that which oppress you if you follow the above three things. 

IV. Vs. 17-18 Who will lead?

Vs. 17-18 After their heart became right with God they were ready for action but even with all the tribes their wasn’t one person they could find ready to lead. A lack of qualified leaders is a direct result of a lack of interest in the things of God. John F. Kennedy wrote in his book “Profiles in Courage” “We, the people, are the boss, and we will get the kind of political leadership, be it good or bad, that we demand and deserve.” Always amazes me that those that ask, “Who is the man who will fight?” never ask “Am I the man who will fight?” Don’t wait another minute another day, weak, month or year make God again your Master Passion! 
Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

D. Chp. 10:6-12:7 Whom God sets free for the East


Judges 11:1-33



“From Zero to Hero” 

V. Intro.

VI. Vs. 1-2 Outcast: The boy no one wanted

VII. Vs. 3 Outlaw: The thug from Tob

VIII. Vs. 4-11 From bandit to band leader

IX. Vs. 12-28 From street fighter to diplomat  

X. Vs. 29-33 Spiritual leader 

I. Intro 
Literature is full of “Cinderella” stories where local rejects make good. Author Horatio Alger wrote over 100 boys stories focused upon this theme. They appeal to most of us because we relate to the “rejects” and wish that we too could rise above our circumstances. Nothing about Jephthah was normal there is no doubt that Jephthah had been dealt a bad hand, a man with deep emotional scars that seemed to direct his choices in life. Saints, we cannot advocate nor recommend this kind of upbringing nor can we condone Jephthah’s responses to it but what we can do is appreciate our God who in spite of this can still reach into a person’s soul and not only redeem them but use them to redeem others. This chapter records five stages of development in the life of Jephthah:

1. Vs. 1-2 Outcast: The boy no one wanted

2. Vs. 3 Outlaw: The thug from the Mob from Tob

3. Vs. 4-11 From bandit to the band leader
4. Vs. 12-28 From street fighter to diplomat  
5. Vs. 29-33 Spiritual leader    

II. Vs. 1-2 Outcast: The boy no one wanted

Vs. 1-2 As we read of Jephthah’s being a “mighty man of valor” it doesn’t coincide with his upbringing. His mother was a harlot, a heathen prostitute. His father “Gilead” (rocky) gave this child a “rocky” start in life. This situation would be difficult in any time but Israel was a “Theocratic” nation in which all of life centered on the worship of God. His father did the “right thing” by taking him into his home but he nonetheless grew up unwanted but his step mother and siblings as they drove him away and he fled to the frontier area of Tob where other outcasts and drifters lived and he was forced to make his own way in the world (verse 2-3).  


        Yet in Hebrews 11:32-34 the author says, “For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, …who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” Wow, Jephthah (Whom God sets free) was “free indeed” and is mentioned in the “Hall of Faith” as a man who “through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” At the start he certainly would not have been a person voted “Most Likely to Succeed”. 

Friend’s do you feel a bit like Jephthah, abandoned, left to fend for yourself, gotten off to a “Rocky start”? Remember that God loves to fish in the pond of “dysfunction”. He finds and develops by His love the most affective servants from the most unlikely places. Our God is in the business of making unusable people usable and ugly people beautiful. David (another rejected boy) wrote in Psalm 27:10 “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take care of me.”  
III. Vs. 3 Outlaw: The thug from Tob

Vs. 3 From “outcast” to “outlaw” seems like the natural path following his family’s rejection. Jephthah was unwanted and unloved and he built walls around his rejection that kept him imprisoned in his insecurity. He becomes a thug, a gang leader as he hung around “worthless men” doing nothing but raiding folks as he surrounded himself with likeminded thugs and hit the streets of Tob; 15 miles from the Sea of Galilee (Good). It was a place where the Israelites and their enemies lived in constant conflict and Jephthah was used to this. You could probably picture these young men dressed in black riding their loud “Harley Donkeys” with the insignia on their backs that read “Tob Mob”.  Jephthah served as the “Robin Hood” of the area along with his band hardcore thugs who for a price would protect the Jews from attacks from their enemies. It was in this wilderness of his isolation that he graduated from the “school of hard knocks” and learned three things in this school that God would use to deliver his people: 

1. He learned how to fight effectively: Nothing is ever wasted in life in the school of Christ; he redeems even our worst traits for His glory. God who would be sovereign after Jephthah’s salvation was sovereign before his salvation. 

2. He learned how to lead: Jephthah took a bunch “worthless men” and turned them into the best bully’s on the block. It is one thing to train winners and keep them winning and another thing to take a bunch of losers and cause them to win. 

3. He learned how to be a worshiper: In spite of his up bring somewhere down the road this man became a follower of God (He uses the personal name of God more than any other Judge in this book). Based upon his diplomacy in verse 12-28 he is quite the student of God’s Word.            
IV. Vs. 4-11 From bandit to band leader

Vs. 4-11 For 18 years Israel suffered under the oppression of the Ammonites and it reached the point where God questioned the nation’s confession and they realized that they need to submit to His authority and destroy their idols. When the Ammonites once again moved into the region of Gilead (part of modern day Jordan) the Israelites had a counter-response using the eastern tribes who gathered at Mizpah. Jephthah’s brothers didn’t want him but the nation needed him and sent a delegation 80 miles to recruit him. The people were desperate they needed a deliverer and they need one now but there is no mention of prayer only a declaration that “Whoever is the man that will fight against the Ammonites will be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead”. Though they sought him out they had reduced his job title from “head over all the inhabitants” in 10:18 to “commander” of the army in 11:6 something that he is quick to point out in verse 9. Jephthah had not forgotten the way he had been expelled and rejected though what he wanted more than anything else was to be welcomed back home again. He hadn’t applied for the position they came calling and by the time the job interview ends he is again “head over all the inhabitants” which reveals a skill of diplomacy. Based upon 10:17-18 the search for a leader was quite extensive. The nation chose a bully to beat a bully and what they didn’t realize was that God was behind the scene putting Jephthah right in place all along. The one thing that Jephthah did well was fight but he had never fought for something he had always fought against something.  

V. Vs. 12-28 From street fighter to diplomat

Vs. 12-28 Here we see that his diplomacy reached beyond his job interview to a man who was far brighter than the thug and fighter the nation thought that he was. In a few days he went from outcast to leader of the band and was now standing negotiating with the enemy face to face. He didn’t come to the meeting with guns drawn and fists flying he came with a well thought out strategy and defense. He sent his messengers with a simple message, “What’s your problem!” His accusation was that they were demonstrating unwarranted aggression against a peaceful nation. The Ammonites sent back word that it was not unjustified as Israel had stole their land and they were here to take it back by force. Jephthah was no dummy with regards to Israel history as he knew that 300 years earlier when the nation passed this way they asked permission from king Sihon of the Amorites to pass through his land on the way to the promised land. Not only did Sihon refuse, he picked a fight against the nation but God was with His people and the Amorites went down to defeat and the land became Israel’s. His argument to this was fourfold: 

1. Vs. 15-22 Check your history: We captured the land from Sihon the king of the Amorites, not the king of the Ammonites, verses 19-21 apparently they couldn’t spell. When Israel defeated the Amorites in battle, they justly took the land of the Amorites - which also happened to be the previous land of the Ammonites. The war against the Amorites was prompted by the vicious Amorite war against Israeli civilians. Since God gave this land to Israel, the Ammonites have no claim over it.
2. Vs. 23-25 Check your theology: God gave us this land and we will not surrender His gift to you. Jephthah tells them to live in the land their god gave them and they will live in the land his God gave them. 

3. Vs. 26-27 Check your logic: For 300 years Israel had held this land and the Ammonites had done nothing to lay claim to it, so the statute of limitations on claims had run out, so the Ammonites needed to get out. 

4. Vs. 27-28 Check your timing: Israel hadn’t declared war on the Ammonites or the Amorites it was always the surrounding nations who were declaring war on them: Israel was only defending themselves thus they were not the aggressors.        

Jephthah did not react by name calling nor did he argue on any other ground except fact. We will never win the world to Christ by fanning the flames of our opinions or stating our claims by our experiences. No we will only demonstrate the truth of our convictions by living by the facts of our resurrected Lord. 
VI. Vs. 29-33 Spiritual leader

Vs. 29 Remember that the Spirit of the Lord is coming upon the illegitimate son of a pagan prostitute who had become the leader of a gang. Maybe you know of a person who is the leader of the Mob from Tob and you have long ago given up that their life will ever be anything other than worthless. I’ll never forget what my saved older brother told me before I received Jesus, “You’ll never come to Jesus; you’re going to go to hell.” I love to remind him of those words 29 years later. 

Vs. 30-33 Jephthah prayed, “Lord if you give us the victory I’ll give you whatever I see first when I come home.” I’m certain that he wasn’t thinking in terms of his daughter but a lamb or a calf. This was a foolish and unnecessary vow in an attempt to get God “on his side.” It is far more important to be on God's side than to try and persuade Him to be on your side. What this reveals is that even a Spirit-filled man can do foolish things. Hebrew scholars, translate this as “I will consecrate it to the Lord. If it be a thing fit for a burnt-offering, it shall be made one; if fit for the service of God, it shall be consecrated to him.” Human sacrifice was strictly forbidden by the Mosaic Law in passages such as Lev. 18:21 and Deu. 12:31. Saints, No one is so “worthless” that God can’t transform them to His purpose! Your past may read like that of Jephthah’s, you may think your education and experience has left you completely unfit for use but your problem does not lie in those things but rather in you inability to trust in a God who uses even the worst of us to accomplish the best of His purposes.
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“From Hero to Zero” 

XI. Intro.

XII. Vs. 34-40 What’s behind door number 1?

XIII. Vs. 1-4 The gift of complaining 
XIV. Vs. 5-7 Eating their words

XV. Vs. 8-15 Illustrious plain servants
I. Intro 
Like many of you I have tomatoes on the vine that have grown to a good enough size to eat but nonetheless have failed to vine ripen, their problem is not a constant enough supply of the warmth of the sun. This condition is far too common in the church today and it is for the same reason not enough constant closeness to the warmth of the Son of God.  This morning we shall look at the dangers of being spiritually ignorant as these two  chapters 11:34-40 and 12:1-15 give us four stories to look at.  The first three stories centers around Jephthah who had great zeal for God risking his own life to save others yet such zeal was no guarantee that he wouldn’t fall into spiritual ignorance with regards to the character of God. In Daniel 11:32 we read that “people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” True but people who are ignorant of God’s character will do stupid things and destroy lives. God transformed Jephthah into a “mighty man of valor” because the “Spirit of the Lord came upon him” but such transformation doesn’t secure that a person will not fall back into poor decisions. Our transformation is a continual process degree by degree over the rest of our earthly existence. 

II. Vs. 34-40 What’s behind door number 1?

Vs. 34-36 The vow Jephthah made was completely voluntary and God was not requiring a vow or any sign to fulfill his promise. It was completely unnecessary to manipulate God in doing what He already wanted to do “deliver His people though Jephthah”. He had utilized diplomacy with those who sought him out to defend the nations successfully. He had used diplomacy with the king of the Ammonites to get them to leave unsuccessfully. But friends, “You can never use diplomacy with God who knows the thoughts and intents of your heart. God doesn’t want to make a deal with you, He wants unconditional surrender!” The problem with Jephthah was not the sincerity of the vow or the zeal to carry it out. It was he fell out of touch with the nature and character of God and thought that to get what he wanted he would need to make a deal and carry it out. Folks, all we need to do to ensure God’s promises for our lives is simply believe that He is who He said He is!  

I’m afraid that many have adopted a Physical workout mentality to spiritually that says “No pain, no gain” but the truth of the matter is that it is “His pain that has caused us to gain”! Jephthah thought that if he committed himself to something that was extremely unpleasant he could “buy” God’s grace. God’s grace is not for sale because it’s already been lavished upon us while we were still sinners. Jephthah still had the scars of the abandonment of his childhood and felt like he had to prove himself worthy to the only One who is worthy. What should have been a joyous occasion of the victory of God became a time of mourning because Jephthah had a faulty view of who God.  Jephthah had made a foolish vow and keeping that vow would directly affect his daughter yet she says, “Dad, you’re a man of integrity don’t go back on your promise to God even if it changes my life.” (verse 36) What this reveals is that though Jephthah had a bad upbringing he had really changed and lived what he believed so that even his daughter knew it.  

Vs. 37-40 Did Jephthah really kill his daughter? Well three things indicate that he didn’t:

1. Jephthah knew his bible and therefore he would have known that to do such a thing would be against God’s word.

2. Based upon these verses “She went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity . . . She knew no man,” These phrases indicate that Jephthah set his daughter aside for the tabernacle service and never married. What was at stake was her ever marrying a man and continuing on Jephthah’s genealogy. 

3. Jephthah is listed in the hall of faith and I doubt that in only serving 6 years he would have made that list if at the end he participated in a human sacrifice and surly Israel would not have a lament for four days commemorating human sacrifice. 

This vow meant that his only child would remain a virgin and serve in the temple never knowing marriage or motherhood which means Jephthah would never be a grandparent and there would be no one to maintain his inheritance which you recall his brothers had ripped him off from.   

III. Vs. 1-4 The gift of complaining
Vs. 1-4 The second story deals with a national crisis as the prideful and obnoxious Ephraimites come complaining that they didn’t get enough recognition for the victory which they had chosen not to participate in. They were the kind of folks who talked tough after the battle! They are like far too many Christians today unwilling to engage the enemy but far too willing to fight their brothers and sisters. They had made the same mistake 85 years earlier with Gideon but totally miss read Jephthah. Gideon was willing to humor the Ephraimites to keep the nation united but Jephthah was not Gideon. 

a. His first response was gentile as he pointed out that he was preoccupied with risking his life not pleasing people. 
b. His second response was a bit more sharp as he reminded them that they had 18 years to step up to the plate and they didn’t do anything. 
c. His third reply was dead on as he told them that he did call them to battle but they were to chicken to come. Back in my days we would say that Jephthah was calling them out to fight! This tactic only caused them to engage in racial slurs and further name calling. 

Nothing wares us down, grinds God’s work to halt more than complaining and it is usually on the heels of a great victory. The Ephraimites took “firing Jephthah” to a whole other realm as they wanted to “burn” him out watching him literally go up in flames. 

               The second spiritual ignorance with regards to the character of God is that He is all our Father’s and it doesn’t matter if we sow, water or reap we do so for the glory of God not personal recognition. The Ephraimites were critics who were content to sit in the pews and direct “gospel traffic” then complain when they didn’t get the personal glory they had hoped. Jephthah’s problem was that his actions gave them the power that they didn’t deserve. God needs no advisers, He has called us all to be His hands and feet not His head! Someone once came up to D.L. Moody and said, “Mr. Moody I don’t much care for the way you teach!” Moody always ready to learn said, “Well please tell me what I can do better?” The person replied, “Oh I don’t have any specific suggestions!” To this Moody said, “I’ll tell you what I like the way I teach better than the way you don’t!” The Holy Spirit has never gifted anyone with the gifts of “complaining or criticizing” but He has gifted folks with the gifts of ‘encouragement and helps”! 

IV. Vs. 5-7 Eating their words

Vs. 5-7 The battle with the Ephraimites was not Jephthah’s fault they were taught a lesson that they deserved but what happened after they were retreating was his fault. As the Ephraimites began streaming back across the Jordan river Jephthah wanted to make them “eat their words”! As each of them came to the river’s edge they asked them to pronounce the Hebrew word for stream and they had an accent and couldn’t pronounce the “sh” sound. The meaning of the word “Shibboleth” in English is a test a group gives a bunch of outsiders to see if they truly belong. The mere mispronunciation of the word caused them to be killed and 42,000 died on that spot. Jephthah killed more in one event of his brothers than all the other Judges combined killed the enemy, with exception of Gideon. With this Jephthah became his own worst enemy! 


The third spiritual ignorance of the character of God was an ignorance of the grace of God. Jephthah had been a recipient of the grace and mercy of God in his own life but was unwilling to extend that grace towards others. He became hardheaded which caused him to become hardhearted. There was no tenderness, no forgiveness just cold hearted legalism and an “I’ll get even” attitude. But how can we get even when Romans 13:8 says that we are to “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Christian history is littered with stories like this one:

· Martin Luther who taught the truth of justification by faith alone turned his anger towards those who sought to practice what he had taught

· Ulrich Zwingli who had been at the end of Luther’s wrath participated in the drowning of Anabaptists who had a different view with regards to believers baptism

· The Puritans who fled England to find religious liberty denied that same liberty to many others 
Far too often we Christians make what we differ on what divides us then we treat each other as enemies instead of brothers and sisters.                                   
 

V. Vs. 8-15 Illustrious plain servants
Vs. 8-15 Here in this section we are given they more judges that served for a total of 25 years. 
1. Vs. 8-10 The judge Ibzan: “illustrious” Who appears to have followed in the steps of Gideon’s later reign as he was into polygamy, materialism as well as breaking God’s word with regards to not exchanging wives and daughters of pagan nations. Ibzan was busy with his family as he was finding grooms for his daughters and brides for his sons and when you have 30 of each it’s a full time job, amazing that he was able to do so in his life time. In the Jewish culture every father had the responsibility for three things:

a. Teach them the word

b. Teach them a trade

c. Find them a wife   

Ibzan seems to have focused his attention upon his family which is a noble cause but because it was his priority he never accomplished anything for God’s family and kingdom.  
2. Vs. 11-12 The judge Elon: “plain” he was a member of the tribe of Zebulun and as such the only deliverer produced by this tribe. He was buried in a Levitical city of refuge originally held by the tribe of Dan. 
3. Vs. 13-15 The judge Abdon: “Servant” He also apparently was into polygamy and materialism as he had 40 sons and 30 grandsons whom he gave expensive transportation to. He was the son of a man named praise but was buried in the mountains of the Amalekites. 
From mighty man of valor to a man that destroyed his family and a man who took out 42,000 of his own countryman? This is what happens when our zeal lacks the constant touch of the knowledge of the character of God. Proverbs 19:2 says that, “It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way.”

Judges

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

E. Chp. 13-16 Weakness in our strength in the West

Judges 13:1-25

“Great Strength, Great Weakness”

XVI. Intro.

XVII. Vs. 1-5 Unique

XVIII. Vs. 6-23 Godly parents
XIX. Vs. 24-25 Great potential
I. Intro 
The next 4 chapters are dedicated to one on the best known stories in the book of Judges and probably in the Bible, Samson. Before we begin study we need to clear up a few things about him that we commonly misunderstand.  

1. Great Strength: The first has to do with his perceived strength and the belief that he had rippling muscles. Most folks think of Samson they think of a guy that looked like Arnold Schwarzenegger with rippling muscles but in reality according to the texts this guy did draw any attention as to the way he looked. There is no indication that this is true and quite a bit of circumstantial evidence that there was no visible indication that he had great strength. In fact what we are told over and over is that his super natural strength came as the result of the fact that the “Spirit of the Lord that came upon him”. This is further proved by the fact that neither Delilah, the Philistines nor the Israelites seemed to know what the source of his great strength was. I venture to say that if it was his bulging biceps and rippling muscles everyone would have known.  
2. Great weakness: The 2nd misconception centers on his failures. The first verse of chapter 13 speaks of the oft repeated cycle of sin with Israel that “they again did evil in the sight of the Lord.” Yet compare Samson’s time with Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon and Jephthah and you will find that in their case they “cried out to the Lord” for deliverance. At no point during those 40 years of occupation did the nation ever “cry out” for deliverance. Neither is there any mention of the people of God forming an army to help Samson in his battle against the Philistines. This was one man’s war against oppression that the nation didn’t mind. In fact Israel was quite prosperous during these 40 years. The Philistines were a people who had been forced to leave the Island of Crete in the Aegean Sea around 1200 BC and settled in five main cities on the coastal plains of Israel. Though they were among the earliest to learn how to smelt Iron they didn’t use their technology to militarily over run Israel instead they used two palatable weapons that were very effective in destroying the people; “trade and intermarriage”. Israel was not being enslaved by spiritual and cultural seduction. It was Philistine assimilation combined with Hebrew apathy that led to God using Samson. Israel hadn’t repented and didn’t want a liberator, so God sent to an unrepentant nation a rugged individualist who instead of fighting national battle was fighting personal ones that had national implications. Samson always fought alone and was never one time joined by even one person in battle. Without minimizing our disgust at his personal failure we must understand that that Samson alone resisted the dangers of Philistine occupation.

II. Vs. 1-5 Unique

Vs. 1 What preceded Samson’s birth was another downward cycle of sin for the nation which caused them once again to find themselves in bondage this time to the Philistines. Forty years was the longest period of oppression God sent Israel and Samson was Judge for 20 years of it. The Philistine oppression began in 1095 BC and it ended in 1055 BC; the 20 year mark of this was the beginning of Samson’s ministry around the same time of Israel’s defeat at Aphek recorded in 1 Sam. 4 where the nation had the Ark of the Covenant captured while taking it into battle, (which they won’t bring back into the nation until the reign of David in 2 Sam. 5). According to 1 Sam. 13 the Philistines had disarmed the Jews and Judges 15 tells us that the Israelites were content to allow them to rule over them and even bound Samson up to deliver him into their hands. 

Vs. 2-5 These verses provide us with three specific truths with regards to Samson that make him unique not only with regards to all the Judges but in all of biblical history. 

1. Vs. 2 Unique birth: Several things about Samson’s birth make him unique:   
· God sent His Son to announce the birth of a deliverer that no one wanted! 

· Manoah’s and his wife experienced a divine miraculous intervention with regards to Samson’s birth!   

Most of Manoah’s tribe of Dan had moved north to Laish and became idolaters according to chapter 18 but he and his wife stayed in the area given by God on the border between Dan and Judah. Samson’s life will be influenced by four women and only his mother’s relationship will be positive. We aren’t given her name but within this culture being childless went beyond just the heartache of unfulfilled maternal instincts to the burden of carrying the social stigma of being seen as divinely punished for some unknown sin. 11 times in this chapter we are told that it was “the angel of the Lord” that spoke to them and a message that not once but twice was delivered to Manoah’s wife before he was told. At the time when Angel comes to Manoah’s wife Eli (1st Samuel chapter 1) is the high priest in the Tabernacle. Within 10 years of the birth of Samson, Hannah will come into the tabernacle to Eli and he will declare that God has granted her petition and Samuel will be born a year later. Perhaps Hannah heard what the Lord had done for Manoah’s wife and that the child will be dedicated to the Lord and made the same pledge. 

2. Vs. 3-5a Unique calling: The Lord announced that his mother was to engage in a preemptive Nazirite vow. The word Nazirite comes from the Hebrew word “Nazar” which means “separate”. Based upon what Numbers 6 tells us the vow had four things about it:

1. It was voluntary: The Nazirite vow was a personal spontaneous act of commitment to the Lord, motivated solely by love and faith. 

2. It was purposefully: Numbers 6:3 tells us that the vow was “a separation to the Lord”. The purpose of the vow was for the person to cut themselves off from other things for the purpose of drawing nearer to the Lord. 

3. It was symbolic: There were three parts to the Nazirite vow:

A. They were to abstain from the fruit of the vine: Grapes represented a luxurious life style and during this time they were to simplify their life. Wine is the symbol of earthly joy and abstaining from strong drink meant that they were to be filled with the Spirit for the joy not numbing themselves from life.   
B. They weren’t to cut their hair: This was an obvious public sign of their vow as the other parts of the vow weren’t obvious. Long hair was a visible outward sign of their commitment to dedicate themselves to the Lord. The outward visible sign of our commitment is to be our love for one another, which out to grow long and full. 
C. They were to avoid contact with anything dead: Death made a person unfit for worship in the tabernacle, so this was a sign that symbolized the heart of what this was all about worship. Saints, we too are to stay away from the dead thing of the flesh making certain that we don’t “consume” the things of our old nature.    

4. It was temporary: The vow was not a lifelong commitment but was only to be for a specific time determined by the person making the vow. 

This vow for Samson was clearly unique in that it was to be a lifelong commitment. In fact his mother was to live under the vow until at least his birth, further more in Samson’s case this was not to be a personal commitment but rather a divine command. 


This was meant to be a living demonstration for the nation of a lifelong separation of the nation to God. The problem was that Samson lived his life separate from things but never separate too God! Samson was dedicated to the will of God but never dedicated to the God whose will it was. 

3. Vs 5b Unique ministry: The angel of the Lord was very specific to Samson’s folks with regards to their soon to be son’s ministry. “He shall BEGIN to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines”. Samson’s life work was not going to be completed because the nation had yet to repent. The nation wasn’t ready to be delivered but God wasn’t willing to abandon them either. Samson’s ministry was to prepare them for liberation and during those 20 years there is not one military victory though he prevented the nation from going completely under he only ever had partial victory. The work of the Spirit upon his life was physical strength not moral character and he was called only to fight personal battle all the while losing moral ones. 

III. Vs. 6-23 Godly parents
Vs. 6-8 Men imagine this happening to you; You have no children, you’ve waited a long time and your wife comes in and says, “Honey guess what? An angel of the Lord came to me saying we are going to have a son and he is going to be a Nazirite from birth, no cutting his hair, no raisins or wine, aren’t you excited?” Manoah didn’t have the chapters of the Bible to read, he couldn’t say, “Yeh I know this is my favorite part!” With that I think he handles this amazingly well as he asks for and receives confirmation. You can’t help but be impressed by the devotion Samson’s parents had with the Lord and each other. Notice that Manoah believed the announcement as he said “when” not “if”! 

Vs. 9-12 God revealed himself to Manoah’s wife but also answered his prayer of confirmation. Ah but he heard the prayer of Manoah but again came to his wife while she was sitting in the field. Manoah was probably busy working in the field while his wife was more receptive. This is a great example of a godly marriage as she hears from the Lord a 2nd time but runs out to get him so that he too could hear from the Lord. Furthermore (and take note husbands) this fellow was secure in his relationship with the Lord as we are told in verse 11 they he dropped what he was doing and followed his wife. Men, don’t be afraid to follow your wife to where she has had an encounter with the Lord as chances are if you do you will have one as well! Manoah question was a good one, “How shall we raise this gift that you are going to give us?” Oh to God that more of us parents and grandparents would ask the Lord that question. 

Vs. 13-18 Manoah had asked, “What’s the boy’s passion going to be and what will he do for a living!” Ah but listen to how the Lord answers that question, “Make sure you and your wife live the way I’ve told you too live!” The most important thing with regards to raising our children is our own spiritual life. The boy was to be a Nazirite from birth but his mom was to live it as well. Parents this is important we can tell our kids what they are to do but it’s far more affective to demonstrate what they are to do. The best thing we can do for our kids is demonstrate our own daily walk with the Lord. 

Vs. 19-23 “What’s your name?”, asked Manoah. And the Lord replied, “Wonderful!” He could have gone on from Isaiah 9:6 and said Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace! By her response she not only showed herself as a woman of faith she did so by not putting down her husband. “Honey, think about it how’s the Lord going to give us a son if He is going to kill us know?” 

IV. Vs. 24-25 Great potential
Vs. 24-25 The source of Samson’s strength is that “the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon Him”. Samson is what Churchill described the Russians as “A riddle wrapped up in a mystery inside and enigma”: 
· Bold before men but weak before women! 
· Empowered by the Spirit yet yielding to fleshly appetites! 
· Declared war on the Philistines, but hung around them and even tried to marry one! 
· Fought the Lord’s battles by day, and disobeyed the Lord’s commandments by night! 

· Name “Sunny” he ended up blinded by his own darkness! For 20 years he played like a champion but for 20 years he failed to act like a leader! 
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Judges 14:1-20

“Going Down?”

XX. Intro.

XXI. Vs. 1-4 Get her…she pleases me
XXII. Vs. 5-9 Forbidden sweetness
XXIII. Vs. 10-20 From a honey to heifer
I. Intro 
This appeared in a Florida news paper a while back: “Garbage Mary,” as she was dubbed by the media (a 48 year old woman though she looked twice her age), was picked up by the police in a shopping mall in Delray Beach, Florida. She was a filthy mess - and so were her car and her two-bedroom apartment. Neighbors told of her scrounging through garbage cans in search for food, which she took back to her apartment. Police found the garbage everywhere: in the refrigerator, in the stove, in the sink, in the cabinets - even in the bathtub. But they found other things as well. They found Mobil Oil stock worth more than $400,000. They found documents indicating she owned oil fields in Kansas, stock certificates from prominent firms, and passbooks from eight large bank accounts. Police discovered that Garbage Mary was the daughter of a well-to-do lawyer and bank director from Illinois, who had died several years earlier leaving her a tidy sum. What was the cause of her living this way? After finding her brother he told her story as a woman who had gone through two unhappy marriages which caused her in his opinion to become unhinged. She became a woman with vast resources but had fallen into a rut by which nothing excited her or motivated her to live. Garbage Mary was a millionaire, but she lived like a pauper. Great wealth was at her fingertips, but she spent her life sifting through garbage and trash. While her money collected interest, she collected garbage! Folks, too many Christians waste their lives rummaging through the rubbish of this world instead enjoying the riches of their Father’s inheritance.

Samson was like this he had at his fingertips great resources, yet he squandered them and ended up blinded by his own passions. Samson’s failure was that he never learned “self-discipline” and the reason for that was he never learned to be “separate to the Lord”. In the NLT Proverbs 16:32 says, “It is better to be patient than powerful; it is better to have self-control than to conquer a city.” Samson could capture a city but refused to discipline his own life and as a result he is remembered as the strongest week man that ever lived.  

II. Vs. 1-4 Get her…she pleases me
Vs. 1 The key to this chapter lies in the phrase that is repeated for us five times: “went down”. Though this is a geographical phrase in the case of Samson it has spiritual implications. He was called to be a deliverer while he was still in the womb but these chapters reveal a man who is always “going down” the wrong path in life. Samson is living in a time described in Judges 17:6 “when ..everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  

Vs. 2-3 The city of “Timnah” (which means “image”), was a border town only six miles from Samson’s village of Zorah (wasp). There is no mention of why Samson went there in the first place only that once there, he was window shopping and came back home wanting a “woman from Timnah”. Over the life of Samson we will see that he had weakness towards foreign women; a man living by sight not by faith going after the things that pleased his flesh not the life of faith; a “he-man” with a “she-weakness”!


     The first recorded words of Samson are “I have seen a woman!” Apart from the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him Samson never makes a right decision, he sees a woman and knows nothing about her and tells his parents “Get her…she pleases me!” She is only an object whose sole purpose is to please him. In the bible we see that the creation of a woman was in Genesis 2:18 where the Lord said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a companion who will help him.” I can imagine what Manoah and his wife said upon hearing this, “Son that’s wonderful, so who is the girl the Lord has found for you do we know her family?” “She’s a Philistine and man is she ever pretty!” They had given Samson a godly heritage and loved their only son wanting the best for him. Oh how their heart must have stopped as they recalled the Lord’s words about their son being a deliver and how he was to live a separate life unto the Lord and now the most important decision he can make and he is “going down” the wrong road away from the clear teaching of the Lord not to marry a unbeliever. Listen to Dad’s response in verse 3 “Isn't there one woman in our tribe or among all the Israelites you could marry? Why must you go to the pagan Philistines to find a wife?” But Samson’s reply was “She pleases me well” literally, “she is right in my eyes.” He sounds like people today, “If it feels good do it!” Not a man “out of control”, but a man “controlled by lust”! Folks, a life that lacks self-discipline well be a life that lacks the power of the Holy Spirit! Samson’s problem was not that he was attracted to beautiful women it was that he didn’t take that attraction to the Lord’s control. 

Vs. 4 It amazes me what “good” can come from a “bad” situation as long as God is on the throne and in this case God uses Samson to kill many Philistines and keep them off balance and preoccupied in their oppression of the Israelites. That being true this never justifies the sinful actions of the person who chooses to disobey God, it just means that God is greater even than our sinful disobedience. God allowed Samson to do what he wanted to do, though the act itself was sinful and in so doing God accomplished His purposes both in Samson's life and the nations. Saints, since God can make “good things” out of our “bad decisions” think of how much more “good things” He can accomplish is our lives if we make “good decisions”.  

III. Vs. 5-9 Forbidden sweetness
Vs. 5 Apparently under duress Samson’s parents agree to the union and once again we see Samson “going down” the wrong road to Timnah. Somewhere along the way he separates from his parents and finds himself in a vineyard and with being a Nazirite you would have thought that this might have been a sign to him but it wasn’t. He is a man that was struggling being separate from the world because he had not ever been separate to the Lord. He is linking himself with the world in seeking a bride from among the Philistines and disobeying his parents. As a Nazirite Samson was to stay away from grapes but we find him walking in the vineyard. Ah but as he is doing this a young lion comes out! Now I’m reminded of 1 Peter 5:8 where we read that our “adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” Samson is in a place where he shouldn’t be heading to be near a gal he shouldn’t be around and a lion comes out to devour him. His consecration was from certain things without having communion with the Lord; with Samson “image was everything”.  

Vs. 6-7 Samson handles the lion the only way you and I can handle the devil when he comes and that is in the “Spirit of the Lord”. Dear ones even when you are heading into a situation that you shouldn’t be in, walking in a vineyard you should stay out of the Spirit of the Lord will enable you to defeat the enemy. Samson’s problem was he went back through that same vineyard! People struggle with how God can use imperfect people and the truth is He has always worked through imperfect people. Friends never forget that God sends His Holy Spirit upon our lives for far more than ripping apart lions, He sends His Spirit so that we can live powerfully for the LION of the Tribe of Judah!

Vs. 8 This will be a parable of Samson’s life as he will continually reach into that which is forbidden for whatever temporary sweetness he can gain. Proverbs 9:17-18 says “Stolen water is refreshing; food eaten in secret tastes the best!" But the men don't realize that her former guests are now in the grave.” He lost his vow of separation when he went down to Timnah to make arrangements for marriage taking a detour through the forbidden vineyards and God sent a lion to tell him he was heading the wrong way. God gave him the Spirit to show the power he would have if he chose to walk the way of faith. When Samson returned to claim his bride he again turned aside to the vineyard to look at his trophy. What began with the lust of the flesh and lust of the eyes ends in the pride of life, (1 John 2:16). 
Vs. 9 Though Samson doesn’t mention his victory over the lion to his parents or anyone else he can’t help but visit the scene. And once again Samson violates his vow by not only touching the dead lion but taking honey from the carcass and eating it and making his parents ritually unclean as well. Samson believes that he is the exception and not bound to the rule and by this he is the perfect example of the people as well. 

IV. Vs. 10-20 From a honey to heifer
Vs. 10-15 Once again we see Samson toying with the vows he made to God this time at his wedding party as he throws a 7 day drinking vest. He is a loaner as there is no Israelite friends so the Philistines provides him with 30 who are willing to kill his fiancée and her family if they aren’t given the answer to the riddle Samson posed. When all are good and drunk Samson seems quite confident that he will enjoy the party favors instead of shelling them out. He lost control of his tongue and created a riddle out of the breaking of his vow, thus making a joke out of his. With only six cryptic words Samson was convinced that there was no way he could lose. But what Samson hadn’t predicted was the length that the Philistines would go to win a bet. 

Vs. 16-18 This is the honeymoon and things aren’t going well, and she wept before him seven days! This fellow needed a premarital class and men take note this is not what you call your bride! And ladies take note: she first enticed him then she controlled him finally she betrayed him. He could kill a young lion with his bare hands but was overcome by the manipulative tears of a woman he lusted after. In the words where he calls his bride a heifer it is interesting as heifers were never used for plowing thus he is saying to them you broke the rules.       
Vs. 19-20 The only positive thing with regards to Samson’s character is that he paid the wager albeit by traveling 20 miles to another Philistine town and killing 30 innocent men and taking their blood stained clothes. Amazingly whatever we may think of Samson’s immoral and ruthless acts the Spirit of the Lord was going to use this to begin to free the enemies hold upon the nation’s heart. Samson becomes a runaway groom never completing the union and his bride becomes his best man’s wife. Samson’s “hurt feelings” gave God the opportunity to move against the Philistines to deliver the nation as he paid off the bet, at the expense of the Philistines. He won the battle, but lost the war as his wife left him and went to his best man.  According to Hebrews 11:32 Samson is listed in the “Hall of Faith” but he certainly wasn’t always a faithful man clearly God’s basis of induction is different than ours.  
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I. Intro 
As many of you know I’m a football fan of a losing team the “Cowboys”. I was reading an article that was trying to sum up why they are 1 and 4. The sports writer quoted a player (Spears) who had played both for their current coach Wade Phillips as well as their former coach Bill Parcells and he made an interesting observation when he said;  “Parcells made victory un-enjoyable while Phillips makes losing tolerable”. I think Samson fits both coaches, the victories he wins are not enjoyable but his personal loses become tolerable because at least the enemy is being statistically defeated but in the end neither satisfies!  No one could call Samson a coward as he was never reluctant to engage his enemies in battle despite the odds against his success. The problem was not cowardice but rather self centeredness as every battle was always about him and his perceived miss treatment. In Judges 13:5 we were told that Samson’s calling and purpose was to “begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” And although this was accomplished through Samson I’m convinced that it was never his intent to do so. Samson does not put God’s calling first nor does he put his countries honor first, what should have been a God- given mission was reduced only to personal vendetta’s. It is because of this that we never see Samson rallying the troops to march against the enemy for God and country. Instead he is a one man army, fighting only for his own perceived rights. Yet with that said he was the only one of his kind: “A man with fighting passionately for personal freedom in the midst of a society committed to compromise”. It is in these two truths about Samson that we understand how he could be so morally compromised and yet be so powerfully used. Samson simply did the right things for all the wrong reasons! He teaches us that it is far more important for Christians to be wise in their calling and purpose than just powerful in their gifting! How different the life of Samson would have been if he would have first conquered himself before he conquered his enemies.  

II. Vs. 1-8 You light up my life

Vs. 1-2 In 14:16 for seven days Samson and his father-in-law heard Samson’s wife say, “You only hate me! You don’t love me!” It seems as though Samson’s words and actions led his father-in-law to believe that the feeling was mutual. Samson was a runaway groom after his angry outburst in response to his bride’s manipulation and betrayal. But after some time he cools down and heads back down to Timnah to patch things up and consummate his marriage.  

Now folks I’ve got to tell you that I’ve never heard of patching things up with your wife by giving her a young goat but maybe in that culture it was equivalent to a box of Chocolates and a dozen roses. I’m just saying that if I brought a young goat to my wife I would have a much better chance of sleeping with the goat then I would her.  

At any rate Samson seems to be extremely naïve to assume that after this much time and no contact along with the way in which he left he could bring a gift and carry on as if nothing ever happened.  But Samson has a surprise waiting for him at the doorway of her home; he is no longer a married man as his ex-father-in-law had the marriage annulled and his former bride has been given to his best man along with a suit that he lost in the bet. Oh but all is not lost as his ex’s father offers Samson a younger prettier model. What a dad, to offer his younger daughter to the “butcher of Ashkelon” as a bargaining chip.  Col. 3:19 says “husbands must love your wives and never treat them harshly”. Saints take it from me: Don’t let the sun go down on your anger, be quick to say you’re sorry and you were wrong for what you said and the way you said it. If you want to rekindle the romance in the bedroom you will first have to put out the flames of the hurtful words and actions!         

Vs. 3-5 Samson was not interested in a substitute bride and if they thought he had anger issues before they were about to see in triplet. Samson takes his anger out on the Philistines who he saw as the real enemy not the father or his ex as they had blackmailed his bride into betraying him. But his attack was aimed at not at their lives but rather at their wallet and based upon the passage was well thought out and planned. 

1. First we are told that this took place at the time of the wheat harvest which would have been late May, thus it would have meant maximum loss of profits. 

2. Second to capture 300 jackal (the word can mean fox or jackal) even though they travel in packs unlike foxes would have taken some time to accomplish. 

3. Finally to prepare 150 pairs living accelerant and then light them would have in its self been quite a task. (Samson apparently didn’t have to deal with P.E.T.A.). 

Samson’s fire blockade was a bigger success than he planned as we are told that not only did it take out 300 jackals and the grain fields but the vineyards and olive groves as well. 

Vs. 6-8 His revenge was personal but was tantamount to a declaration of war as he says in verse 3 “This time I have a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really harm them.” It seems that he has realized that perhaps his brutality and mass murder of the Philistines at Ashkelon might have been a bit excessive but he felt justified and hitting their pocket books as their threats cost him financially. 


It doesn’t seem as though Samson had anticipated the response of the Philistines as when he had killed 30 of them nothing seems to have happened but wiping them out fiscally brings about a much more different response since they can’t get their hands on Samson they set fire to his ex’s house burning them all alive. The irony of this is that the threat of burning Samson’s bride and her home by way of the 30 Philistine “friends” was what set things in motion to begin with. Have you ever noticed that the  EVEN in “getting even” depends on whose perspective? Samson says, “Hey, I only took my revenge out on your pocket books” but you have taken it out on those I use to care about.” So now he vows to take it out on them personally and the phrase “hip and thigh” is a Hebrew proverbial expression for a cruel, unsparing slaughter. After the massacre Samson goes down to Ethan for a little R&R to wait to see what his enemy will do next.    

III. Vs. 9-17 As they have done, so I did
Vs. 9-12a The Philistines had treated Samson as single enemy but after the carnage they realized that they need to eliminate him completely as apparently Samson couldn’t be intimidated. They are on peaceful terms with the rest of the Israelites and solicit the tribe of Judah in Samson’s capture. Samson had killed a good number of Philistines and Judah comes out in an army 3000 to capture Samson. The Judeans were so passive that they couldn’t imagine that the Philistines had any problem and wondered why they had gathered at Lehi. Their intent is to do to Samson as he had done to them and so the 3,000 men who were not willing to fight their oppressors were willing to turn one of their own countrymen to his capture and certain death. Three things stand out about these Judeans that depicts their spiritual condition:

1. Vs. 10 They had assimilated into the Philistine nation instead of maintaining their own nationality. By their lack of understanding we can see the degree of their compromise. The nation was so passive that they were no longer a threat to the Philistine world view. 

2. Vs. 11 They had become not only complacent but compliant (“don’t you realize the Philistines rule over us”). Samson refusal to submit to his captors authority was and embarrassment instead of seeing him as a hero they saw him as a villain threatening their way of life. 

3. Vs. 12a They had compromised to such a level that they were now doing their enemies work for them. They not only weren’t willing to fight their battles as Samson was they were more than willing to fight their enemies battles for them. They had a man willing to do what they weren’t and 3000 men gathered to gather for a fight and all they were interested in was getting the one man to stop.        
Vs. 12b-17 Samson treats his compromised brethren with great respect as he doesn’t resist their wishes and makes them promise not to take action upon him personally so as to not have to kill his own people. Samson is a lot of things but at least he doesn’t make the mistake of making the wrong people his enemy even to the point of being treated with disgrace. 

Bound by two knew ropes and surrounded by 3,000 of his own countrymen Samson is brought right into the enemies stronghold as the Philistines shout of vicious victory rang out they rushed him in mob violence everyone wanting piece of him. It was in this moment of desperate need that the “Spirit of the Lord” rushed upon Samson and he snapped the new ropes like burnt treads and picked up the new jawbone of an ass for a little whipping! And in the hand of Samson that jawbone “did all the talking” in the end 1,000 Philistines found themselves on the wrong end of an ass. The weapon used would have been under the ban of the Nazirite vow and like so much of Samson is a contradiction. A great victory through a compromised instrument! 

Samson had a way with words as in the Hebrew the word for donkey is “hamor” and the word for heap is “homer” so in baseball terms Samson had a “hamor” “homer”!     one translation renders this: "With the jawbone of an ass I have piled them in a mass!" Yet was the Lord who took up the donkey in Samson. When Deborah had won victory she burst forth in praise to God in chapter 5 but here in verse 17 Samson breaks forth in a chant of self praise “I have slain 1,000 men”. But Samson wasn’t content to just write a little song about his greatness he was think of building a subdivision naming it “Jawbone Hill”.
IV. Vs. 18-20 Praying a complaint
Vs. 18-20 It appears that Samson’s victory gave Israel 20 years of stability even though the Philistines still dominated them Samson gave them a glimmer of what life could be like if they didn’t compromise. This is one of only two places we hear Samson pray (other just prior to his death). It is obvious that after such a physical feat he was spent and need of refreshment but even in this he is a mixture of faith and self-centeredness as he acknowledges (albeit late) that it was the Lord who gave the deliverance by his hand, Samson even recognizes that he is God’s servant. If only he had stopped there but he continues on to complain and treat god as if He was Samson’s servant. 


Samson’s prayer turns into a complaint, A simple, “Lord, I’m thirsty, please help me!” would have been fine! Samson hadn’t sought God for one thing he had done and fire in the fields and the brutal revenge upon his bride and her family indicate this. Of further interest is the fact that when Samson came back to his father for a bride Manoah warned him about marrying an uncircumcised Philistine but Samson ignored the warning but now he sees that what his father had warned him about was true. Here we see the man who hadn’t sought God and walked into horde of bloodthirsty men now complains that God isn’t giving him enough to drink. Samson again memorializes God’s faithfulness by naming the well after himself “the spring of the CALLER”.         

Yet with all of Samson’s self centeredness God’s loving kindness towards him stands all the brighter. God gives Samson the water he badgered him for not only for Samson’s use but for future generations and secondly God established Samson’s leadership for 20 years. We have no mention of Samson’s work for 20 years as there is a gap between the 15th and 16th chapters. Yet I believe that Samuel who knew Samson and wrote these words about him had contact with Samson who chose these stories instead of ones that would have made him seem better. 
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I. Intro.

Oscar Wilde once said, “I can resist anything…except temptation”, it sadly described his life. Bill Clinton years after his presidency was asked “Why?” by Dan Rather about his infamous affair with Whitehouse House intern Monica Lewinsky.  He responded, “I did something for the worst possible reason----just because I could. That’s the most morally indefensible reason that anybody could have for doing anything.” Both of these men could stand in line with Samson, this powerful, gifted man who ends up a blinded, chained man, head shaved, eyes gouged out, stumbling through life a man who seemed incapable of letting his temptations pass by him because he could.  

II. Vs. 1-3 Power without purity

Vs. 1-3 Samson travels 45 miles south to Gaza the southernmost city of Philistia all for the sole purpose of self indulgence. Saint’s pay attention here, Samson didn’t fail because the temptation was to strong or inescapable, he failed because he toyed with it, seeking it out until he paid the price (pardon the pun). He burst the fetters of his foes but not the cords of his lusts, burned the crops of his enemies but failed to extinguish the flames kindled by his own lust. We don’t know when this reckless rendezvous occurred but it appears to be some time near the end of his 20 years as judge. Samson had to know that going to Gaza (one of the 5 major cities in Philistia) would put him into a very dangerous situation as he was feared and hated, a wanted man. What this tells us is that Samson deliberately exposed himself to the enemy and that his self-confidence was the spiritual weakness to go along with his moral weakness. The sad reality is that Samson’s confidence was without any regard to the empowerment that he had received from the Lord. He simply acquainted his invincibility to his ability instead of the Lord’s.  The Philistines quickly learn of Samson’s whereabouts and post guards outside the brothel and at the city gates. The city gates would have been massive studded with iron and covered in metal to make them fireproof and once locked there would have been no way out of the city. But Samson carried those enormous gates miles up hill and the Philistines must have been terrified upon awakening and finding the gates moved 4 ½ miles. But beneath this amazing feat of strength and courage is a man who had power without purity, strength without self-control. This act although impressive only saved him from what his own moral failing deserved and did nothing to save his people from oppression. Samson believed that God was not concerned with broken promises moral failings and the proof was he was still being used! Oh watch out saints when you think that you are “strong” and “powerful” as you may be able to carry off the gates of the city but you will be captured within the gates of your own folly. 

III. Vs. 4-14 Here we go again
Vs. 4-5 By the time we come to this part of Samson’s life he had become a national problem, (public enemy number 1) and the Philistines were determined to take him down.
Samson heads down to yet another boarder town with the name “choice wine” might as well call it “Bourbon Street”. As a Nazirite he was suppose to stay away from the grapes but he again goes to the seedy side of town. There a lot of Christians like this that like to walk the fence of their inheritance in Christ seeing how close they can come into the world before the world won’t let them go. 


       Samson sees a lady and we are told her name was Delilah and that should have been a clue to him as her name means “to weaken or impoverish”. Each of the 5 major city’s had a lord over it and it seems as though they all band together to make Delilah an offer that was equivalent to 550 years of wages for the average worker. Notice again that the “source” of Samson’s strength wasn’t his massive muscles, bulging biceps and terrific triceps. No the source of Samson’s strength was the power of the Holy Spirit. Delilah was an opportunist, the original “gold digger” and she too had a problem with lust but it was the lust of wealth. There are three reasons for Samson’s failing as it dealt with temptation that we should all pay attention too. 

1. Compromise always makes us vulnerable: If Samson hadn’t entered into a sinful relationship with Delilah he would have never failed. In Samson’s case this is obvious but that is not always the case in our lives, we don’t succumb to moral failings by falling off a cliff we do so by sliding down a slippery slope until the only way we can stop is by a drastic action. That is why compromise even in our thought lives makes us vulnerable as it starts us down a slippery slope that only gains speed. 

2. Temptations always come in attractive packages: The Philistines didn’t hire Ugly Betty, they hired a beauty queen. When sin comes (and it will) it will always comes in a package that is desirable and promises to be good and fulfilling.  

3. Temptation comes when we hang around the wrong people: Samson first fell in love with a Philistine temptress from Timnah (tinsel town), then he hooked up with a geisha from Gaza and finally he became delighted with Delilah. See the pattern? 1 Cor. 15:33 says, “Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character.” 

Vs. 6-9 Delilah had her master’s degree, in seduction and she knew Samson better than he knew himself. She realized he was a cocky guy so rather than trying to be subtle she went for the direct approach in her questioning knowing that Samson’s weakness was in the fact that he thought that he was strong. And for Samson this kind of talk was foreplay. The NIV renders Samson’s response in verse 7 as “If anyone ties me with seven fresh thongs… I'll become as weak as any other man.” Though Samson is speaking of bowstrings I can’t help but read that word in light of today’s usage. Yet again we see that Samson was compromising his Nazirite vow by allowing himself to be tied with that which is dead but to him he was just toying with playmate Delilah. 

Vs. 10-12 Samson didn’t learn and he has matched wits with a gal that won’t quit. So this time she uses anger as her approach and again Samson sees it as flirting and offers up the same “new ropes” that he had done years earlier which led to a 1,000 dead. But even though he tore apart the ropes as if they were strings his heart strings were tightly clamping down upon his common sense. 

Vs. 13-14 Now she tries less anger and more pouting approach which is getting closer as he suggest that the secret is in his hair and if it were to be woven in a rug that he would be helpless. So Delilah wove his hair leaving it pined in the loom but again he escaped. There are two other lessons we can learn from Samson’s temptation that can keep us from losing more than our hair.
1. When we toy with temptation it will trap us: There are many verses that tell us to “flee temptation” but you will not find one that says to toy with temptation. Saints there are times that the smartest thing that you can do is don’t walk run away. It is always a smart decision to leave it all behind if you are running towards character!  

2. Self-confidence blinds us to reality: One of the scariest sentences in all the world is “Don’t worry I can handle this!” Samson didn’t realize that the game he was playing with Delilah was “Russian roulette”.    

IV. Vs. 15-22 Blinds, binds and grinds
Vs. 15-17 Delilah persistence is good reminder that our enemy doesn’t give up and this time she tries the emotional response and kept it going a long time. There is nothing as powerful to men than a woman’s tears and they eventually rusted away Samson’s resolve just as her predecessor had in chapter 14! Samson gave Delilah the outward sign of his consecration to the Lord of which the Philistines paid in advance for. Saints there are two things that make us ordinary folks strong:

1. The power of the Holy Spirit: Over and over we read that the Holy Spirit came upon Samson.

2. A consistent separation from the things of this world and to the things of God: In this Samson continually compromised. 

Christians often make the mistake in thinking that being empowered with the Holy Spirit will enable them to live a victorious life but the truth is that the Holy Spirit doesn’t empower us to live in the areas of the flesh! Despite all the evidence of her betrayal he not only refuses to leave but tells her the secret. What this tells us is that his problem was not ignorance, in fact for 40 years he had broken every part of that vow except one, “the cutting of his hair”. His life had been hanging by a thread of that hair for a long time. There was no magic in his hair it was a symbol of his supposed separation to God but with is shaved his weak relationship would crumble. 

Vs. 18-20 Have you noticed that every time Samson gets tied up he is sleeping? There is a spiritual dynamic here: We are most vulnerable to getting tied up with the world when we are tiered and weary! When you are getting beat up by life it’s not the time to pull away from fellowship and the things of God, it’s the time to draw near to Him. You will never be able to refresh your spirit by going down to Gaza and hanging out with the Delilah’s of this world. Samson is lulled to sleep on Delilah’s knees instead of resting in prayer on his! The secret of Samson’s life was the Power of the Spirit of God combined with consecrated disciplined life that was dedicated to God, and therein lies his downfall. 

        One of the most tragic verses in the Bible is here in verse 20 where we read “But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him.” How could he be so dumb not to see that Delilah was setting him up after three attempts? You have to see this from a slow compromise as he touched grapes and dead things over a period of time with no consequences. 

Vs. 21 This verse is a great illustration of what sin does in our lives:

1.  “Put out his eyes”: First sin “blinds” us to the fact there are consequences for the sinful choices we make. When we don’t experience immediate consequences of sinful choices we feel a false sense of security and travel deeper into sin. It was Samson’s eyes that had gotten him I trouble as he was already morally and spiritually blinded finally had the physical blindness to go with it. 
2. “They bound him with bronze fetters”: Second we see that sin “binds” as our choices come in and confine us holding us captive and we are no longer able to move around as we once did. Sin offers its self as “freedom” but it is those very “freedoms” that eventually hold us captive.  

3. “He became a grinder in the prison”: Finally we see that sin “grinds” and around and around we go grinding our lives away to that which at first presented its self as freedom. He became a circus attraction chained doing the work of a slave women because he was a slave to women.     

Vs. 22 “However”! Oh how thankful I am for the “Howevers” in the bible! Even in this failed state God had not abandoned him as his hair begins to grow back and this to me is an indication of God’s abounding grace and Samson’s willing repentance! Saint’s have you been shaved in your shame and failure? God is not the God of just the 2nd chance but the 2 billionth chances. 
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VI. Vs. 23-25 The Hall of Reclaimed Failures

VII. Vs. 26-28 Samson, the “Cross Trainer”
VIII. Vs. 29-31 The victory of death
I. Intro.
Thomas Edison, (who at the end of his life had 1,093 patents), inventor of the incandescent light bulb (a brilliant idea) had an amazing knack of staying at things and would often come to the dinner table with enthusiasm announcing, “I had good results today. Now I know one more way it can’t be done.” 

Samson also was a man with amazing potential: 

· A prophetic birth announced by none other than Jesus

· Raised in a godly home

· Blessed and empowered by the Spirit of God 

He could have had at very least the most dynamic ministry of all the judges and perhaps in all the Old Testament. But in the end his life is mediocre at best and some would call it a failure. Yet even with all his missed opportunities Samson still landed himself in the Hebrew 11 “Hall of Faith”. Which means that even though most of Samson’s life is made up of “what should have been; what could have been”, God saw enough to select him as a giant of the faith and an example for us. As far as Samson fell remember he never fell outside of God’s restoring grace! 


Saint’s Jesus chose another proud and arrogant man as an illustration of the greatest truth in the Bible. In Matthew 12:40 Jesus said “For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights, so I, the Son of Man, will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.” Jesus not only used Jonah he used Jonah’s biggest blunder to speak of His greatest triumph. Samson failure didn’t mark his end it merely marked a fork in the road as he choose confession and remorse instead of self-pity and excuses. Saint’s you can’t learn from what you won’t admit.   

II. Vs. 23-25 The Hall of reclaimed failures

Vs. 23-25 Samson had lived never learning from his repeated mistakes and it appears that he was so preoccupied with himself that he never saw himself as failing. He had broken his vows, sinned against the word of God and in so doing never lived up to his God-given potential. In verses 20-22 the chickens had come home to roost and he was now reaping what he had sowed for 20 years. Though God had empowered Samson he had lived like such power would enable him to walk in the fields of his flesh. Three things collided the day of his down fall: Best illustrated in John words in 1 John 2:16 

“The lust of the flesh”: Samson’s continual struggle with lust

“The lust of the eyes”: Delilah’s seduction

“The pride of life”: Samson’s stubborn self confidence
When Samson awoke his hair was gone, his strengthen had vanished and his fellowship with God was broken and to make matters worse Samson was unaware of all three! 

· He had followed the lust of eyes: Now the Philistines had gouged them out. 

· He had refused to discipline his life: Now he was a slave and prisoner of the enemy. 

· He had visited a prostitute in Gaza: Now he was a prisoner in Gaza. 

Dear ones, when we fall into temptation not only do we shame ourselves we give rise to the ungodly to blaspheme our Lord. But Samson’s humility didn’t stop there as his Philistine captives decided to hold a religious celebration in honor of their god Dagon and Samson was forced to be the featured entertainer. The Philistines god “Dagon the fish and grain god” came from the Assyrians which adds color not to this story but to the book of Jonah as he was sent the capital of Assyria (Neiva) by way of a great fish.  

The auditorium was a Double Decker and the place was packed, the atmosphere “merry” as they were all drunk when the chant rang out “Samson, Samson, Samson”. And in came this once feared man, chained led by a child. Oh how sweet the revenge of the Philistines as they had Samson defeated and broken making him perform cruel sadistic tricks. 


It amazes me how God can take the most humbling experiences and use them for the syringe to distribute His grace. God had to strip him from his flesh before He could cloth him in His righteousness. Folks, when we don’t listen to the whispers of His love we will listen to the shouts of His discipline. In verse 22 we were told that the “hair of his head began to grow again” no doubt there are many who have seen the only thing grown on their heads is their foreheads and would like to know cure Samson had. But this verse doesn’t offer the cure for male baldness it offers the cure for spiritual baldness as the growing of his hair was the indicator that his fellowship with God was growing. 

III. Vs. 26-28 Samson, the “cross trainer”

Vs. 26-27 Samson is a man who:

· Had dedication without devotion: It is only in the last part of his life that Samson seems to understand what devotion is as he sacrifices his life for the glory of God.
· Has authority without accountability: Yet finally Samson sees that authority must always be placed in accountability if it going to glorify the Lord. 
· Had power without purity: These things both are linked to humility as it is this quality that bridges dedication to devotion and authority to accountability.  
Ah but the story does not just end in forgiveness it ends in restoration! There are two important lessons this teaches us: 

I. While forgiveness is immediate, restoration is gradual! With every significant failure in life none of them are products of a moment they are accumulations of years of disobedience. The Lord’s purposes are not to just forgive our pasts but to guarantee our future and this kind of restoration doesn’t occur over night. 
II. The consequences of sin are not erased even when sin is forgiven instantly and restoration is accomplished gradually. Although Samson gradually grew back his hair he didn’t receive back his sight. God restores failures but necessarily our original usefulness. Samson was blind and he never again would be able to do what he had done previously. Yet God clearly still had a ministry for him but He didn’t give back Samson his eyes instead He enable him to do what he could never have done if he were sighted, obey God. God is able to turn the consequences of our sin into the instruments of His glory. 

Vs. 28 This is only the 2nd time we hear Samson pray and we can see three things in his prayer that reveal his heart. The first time he prayed it was a cry of complaint this time he has been refined by fire as he is surrounded by 3,000 drunken Philistines as this is the only time we read of his praying before he is used and it took his failure for him to learn this: 

1. Vs. 28 “O Lord God, remember me, I pray!” Samson prayed as a man who had accepted God’s forgiveness, he wasn’t just remorseful, the past was the past and he wasn’t asking God to strengthen him for the past but rather for the present.    

2. Vs 28b “Strengthen me, I pray, just this once”: Samson trust was totally in God as he didn’t say, “If I try real hard I know I can do this now that my hair is growing”. He uses three different names for God in verse 28 which emphasize this Yeh-ho-vaw, Ad-o-noy and El-o-heem. That’s a new man talking, a man who is relying upon the Lord and not himself. Yet even in this there is a bit of self-centeredness in his request as it’s about his eyes not God’s honor. 

3. Vs. 28c “O God that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for my two eyes!” Samson’s request was not done in private but in front of a blood thirsty mob and instead of being paralyzed by regret he saw his situation as an opportunity.        

IV. Vs. 29-31 The victory of death
Vs. 29-31 Samson was being led about by a boy and asks if he can be put next to the pillars that held up the stadium which the boy thought nothing of. Folks, the reality is if Samson still had his sight he would have never been allowed anywhere near those pillars. God was better able to use Samson in his weakness than he was in his strength. The grace of God took the results of Samson’s failure and turned them into a great victory! Dear ones listen up, “restoration is not based upon performance!” When Samson had the physical capacity he was a miserable failure but now that “his” powers were gone God could use him. The truth is God uses, blinded, broken, forgiven sinners even when the above is a result of our own down fall. Samson’s death was not a defeat it was a victory and the only thing that died that day was his failure as he died a hero!  Based upon Samson’s life I see four things to do if you fail:

1. Admit: Dear ones victory hangs on us being able to see ourselves as blind, shaven and chained. Honesty in our self evaluation is always the first step.

2. Accept: Next we need to 1 John 1:9 it! “If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong.” We need to make our home at the cross of Calvary as Jesus has already paid for our failure all we need to do is receive forgiveness.   

3. Abide: Forgiveness happens in an instant but restoration take time as the Lord wants to build into your life habits that will keep us dependent upon Him and His word. 

4. Ask:  Ask the lord to reveal to you how even your scars left by your failure can become instruments to display His glory.     

A closer look at Hebrews 11 and the list of names that appear there suggests that perhaps it should be call “The Hall of Reclaimed Failures”. Even though we struggle with mediocrity, are prone to big blunders God can still use us! Have you have messed upped, wasted far too much time on trivial pursuits, dropped the ball, haven’t followed through? Saint’s every one of us has “missed the mark” and haven’t lived up to our full potential. You may have a crowd of detractors on the sidelines of your life booing at you but never forget you have the Lord who has already declared that you have Won and it is finished! Not only that you have a bunch of folks who have finished their race ahead of you who are waiting for you to finish your race and they are cheering you on! 


Dear ones, you and I are “cross trainers” and our coach is the one that cried out on that cross “it is finished” as he triumphed over our enemies! The philistine you will need to conquer, the giant you will have to slay is the same one that Samson had to kill, himself! In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” The greatest impact against the kingdom of hell you can have is when you die to your selfish ways. Remember the sooner you die to self the sooner He can resurrect you into the person He is!                 
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IV. Chp. 17-21 Death by depravity

E. Chp. 20-21 Incompatibility

Judges chapters 20-21

“How did we get here?”
IX. Intro. 
X. Vs. 1-12 Canaanization of Israel

XI. Vs. 13-26 New Sodom

XII. Vs. 27-30 As in the days of Gibeah 
I. Intro.
The last three chapters in the book of Judges is one of the most disgusting and disturbing sections in the entire Bible. After reading these chapters I prayed, “Lord, I know that this scripture just like every other scripture is “given by Your inspiration” and it is “profitable” for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in right living, so here’s my heart have at it!” I know that the Holy Spirit didn’t place this passage of scripture to loosen my lusts or shock my sensibilities, He put it here to teach me His truths that will transform my heart. Samuel on the eve of governmental change takes them back to a time when the nation rallied together in moral outrage at what a small group of Benjamites in the town of Gibeah had done. There was a draft organized and 400,000 men went to war against 26,700 of their brothers, in what was one of the darkest times in the nations past. But why does the Spirit of God prompt Samuel to write this story? What is the message the Spirit is trying to tell the people of Samuel’s time? If we have any hope of application in our lives over this disgusting and gross immorality pinned in the next three chapters, we have to first answer those questions. 

· In the last story Samuel brought them back to the introduction of “Designer Faith”. This was picked up by the Danites who passed on this “life of ease” to not only their own tribe but succeeding generations until they ceased to exist. Samuel’s point is what Paul spoke of in Galatians 5:9 “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” On the eve of adopting a change in government, Samuel says, “Examine your heart! Have you allowed your heart to adopt your own brand of faith?” Folks, it doesn’t matter what form of government or king you have over you outwardly if you aren’t submitted to the KING of KINGS inwardly.  

· Now in chapters 19-21 Samuel takes up the natural consequences of “Designer Faith”; moral “depravity and darkness”. The 19th chapter gives us the background or the event that brought about the national outrage. The 20th chapter outlines for us the nation’s response and the 21st chapter finishes the trilogy with how that reaction affected the nation as a whole. Jesus said in Mark 9:50 “Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another.” The anger generated at the immorality of a few never seemed to cause an examine of the sin of the whole.     
That reminds me of an incident that happened in 1977 where two 747’s collided on a little airstrip in the Canary Islands resulting in 575 casualties. The cause of this tragedy was that the major airport had been shut down diverting all air traffic to a much smaller airport. It was a foggy day and the departing planes were taxing out onto the runway instead of waiting for clearance from the control tower. The departing pilot simply never saw the incoming plane; he did what was right in his own eyes. Even though every pilot is taught not to trust their eyes but rather do what the control tower tells them to do, especially when you can’t see due to poor visibility. The control tower has special information that the pilots don’t and with this better information they are best able to guide the pilots and their passengers safely to their destination. Saints, we are living in a thick moral fog where all the old landmarks are no longer visible to most in society, people are doing what is right in their own eyes, flying by the seat of their pants. There is no wonder we are seeing the moral wrecks upon the landscape.  
II. Vs. 1-12 Canaanization of Israel

Vs. 1-2 Samuel lets his readers know that at the root of the actions that he was about to speak of was that the nation was not submitted to the authority of God. Every man was doing what was right in their own eyes. 


  Recently on the back of a car I saw two bumper stickers that illustrated what Samuel must have felt. The first was the Christian symbol and the words “I love Jesus” the 2nd was the insignia of the restaurant chain “Hooters” and the phrase that said “Hooter girls love me!” The driver of the car was “Doing what was right in his own eyes” and apparently oblivious to the moral contradiction he was proclaiming. His brand of “Designer Faith” was next to his “depravity” and he had no problem being a driving billboard proclaiming it. I suspect that what enabled him to do so was that he was able to compartmentalize his life between the “Sacred” and the “Secular”. He was living in a fantasy world of no binding “moral absolutes”. Folks, our entire physical universe is governed by absolutes like gravity and if you try to bend them or break them you will lose every time, the same is true morally. What we are spirituality will be visible albeit not necessarily on the back of our cars, but nonetheless it will be visible.  

In 1944 some German high command designed a counterintelligence organization to disrupt the American war machine behind enemy lines. Their plan was simple; train  3,000 men to act like American service men. They smoked the same brand of cigarettes wore the same clothes, drove in captured jeeps, they even had fake papers, pictures and letters from home. For some time they wreaked havoc as no one was aware of them because they looked just like the real thing. Eventually the U.S. got wise and made the border checks much more difficult than just possessing the right papers and GIs began to ask questions not on the German script. One such occurrence happened as two of the fake 2 lieutenant soldiers drove up to a check point and handed the private papers. He asked about their military training and they claimed that had trained at Fort Hood. So the private asked, “Have you ever been to Texas?”, to which they both replied NO! They were captured on the spot as Fort Hood is in Texas! Sometime things aren’t as they appear on the service and you got to dig a little deeper.  There several surprises in this story:

1. First is the fact that a Levite would have a concubine and along with this that this young lady would be one. According to Ex. 21:7-11, Deut. 21:10-14 and Gen. 25:1-6 a concubine was a legal wife who was only guaranteed food, clothing and marital privileges. If she bore children they would not be entitled to any inheritance. The practice of taking a concubine was a pagan practice that the people were already entrenched in which is why though allowed it was restricted in Old Testament. The Lord and was clearly against this as Jesus spoke of in Matthew 19:4-6 and Paul admonished in 1Ti. 3:2. Typically a young lady was forced to take a position as a concubine because she was from a poor family who couldn’t provide a dowry but based upon verse 4-8 her father was not poor as he was well off enough to supply provision for a 5 day party for his son in law.  
2. Second we are told that she “played the harlot against him” but neither the Vulgate, Septuagint, Targum, nor Josephus, understand the word in this passage to imply any act of infidelity on the woman’s part. This should be interpreted that “she was alienated from him, or angry with him and left him” The text bears  witness of this as had she had been a prostitute, or involved in adultery, it is not likely that her father would have taken her in or that the Levite would have gone after her and spoken kindly, (literally “to speak to her heart”) for her to return. 
Vs. 3-10 It was four months until the Levite realized that she wasn’t coming home and set out to convince her that he cared for her and wanted her to return. Now call me old fashion men but if it takes you four months before you go and try to make up with your spouse I think we have found the problem! It was one big happy reunion to start with as the family gets reacquainted having a big party. And the woman’s father was delighted to see her legal husband and seems to take his side as he throws a party that lasted 3 days celebrating their reunion. There was lots of food and drink which extended the party 2 more days to hang out with his son in law. But on the 5th day the Levite couldn’t be persuaded to stay any longer and took his leave. 

III. Vs. 13-26 New Sodom

Vs. 12-26 The late start at mid-day on the 5th set in motion the events that followed as after 6 miles it began to get dark and the servant wanted to stay in the Canaanite city of Jebus (Jerusalem). Ironically the Levite rejected that idea because it was a pagan city and he was convinced that it wouldn’t be safe there. Instead they opted to Gibeah a Benjamite city four more miles ahead and they arrived as the sun was setting. They made their way to the center of town and waited for hospitality to be granted them by the residence of the city as this was the Eastern custom but not one Benjamite offered them a place to stay. They were prepared to bed down out in the open city until a fellow Ephraimite came in from working the fields and offered them to stay with him and begged them not to stay in the open square. You wonder if the Levite was concerned at the older man’s insistence of not staying in the square.  

As they were enjoying the hospitality there came a group of Benjamites pounding on the door and the Hebrew indicates that there was an increasingly loud pounding on the door. They demanded that he send out the man that they may know him carnally as they were engaged in behavior that was contrary to nature having heard of a “new man” in town wanted him. We cannot miss Samuels’s intent to draw a parallel to the events of Genesis 19 and Lot’s encounter in Sodom. Gibeah had become like Sodom, a city so perverted that God wiped it off the face of the earth. 

The 24th verse is as repulsive, the acts of the men who knocked at the door and the suggestion of the host to take his virgin daughter and the man’s mistress and “do to them as they please” then he says, “but do not do such a vile thing!” To this Levite and his host his concubine is more property than person, perhaps a reason she left in the first place? They demonstrates their care by tossing her out the door to be raped by this mob to save their own skin. The gross immorality spoken here is more than homosexuality it was the immorality of the Levite who had a legal mistress that he sacrificed to save his skin allowing the men to sexually abused her all night. 
IV. Vs. 27-30 As in the days of Gibeah
Vs. 27-30 It appears that this quieted the crowd and he was able to get a good night’s sleep and didn’t bother to look for her until morning where he discovered her body by the door only to say, “Get up and let’s go”. So wicked was this action that Centuries later, Israel still remembered this crime at Gibeah, and used it as an example of wickedness saying, “They are deeply corrupted, as in the days of Gibeah (Mic. 9:9). . . . O Israel, you have sinned from the days of Gibeah (Mic. 10:9). The first part of the story ends with the Levite throwing her lifeless body on his donkey like garbage taking her home and cutting her into pieces the way he would have prepared a lamb after a sacrifice. Then he sent her pieces out to the 12 tribes as demonstration of his moral outrage at what had been done to him. 

The point of this story ought to be directed at our own hearts as we often exhibit this kind of moral outrage at the “sins” of others all the while ignoring our own. The church has often selected the sins that it will be outraged against “cutting up” up those that have participated in while being oblivious to the sins that it participates in. The problem was not so much “what each man was doing” but standard they chose to do it by, “their own eyes”. That is the perversity of fallen fleshly man as they proclaim their own “rightness” before God all the while insisting on following their own flesh. They do so while complaining that their fellow man is wrong for their pursuit of the same! 
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“Were All Wet”
XIII. Intro. 
XIV. Chp. 20 Swallowing a dog to catch a cat, imagine that

XV. Chp. 21 It’s God’s fault, let’s fix it

XVI. Conclusion: Five lessons in faith and morality 
I. Intro.
There is an old sailing story that talks about a sailor upon a ship traveling across the ocean that cut a hole under the waterline in the side of the ship next to his bed. When his ship mates came demanding to know what he had done he replied, “What’s it too you, the hole is next to my bed!” The story illustrates what these chapters speak of: That sin is not isolated individual events that have no relationship to each other. There is a vast “cause and effect” that if not dealt with will cause all on board to sink! There is no such thing as victimless sin all sin sends its water upon everybody sailing in this life. 
As far as the group of men in Gibeah was concerned, rape and homosexuality was all right. To the farmer host and the Levite in the house, homosexuality and rape was morally outrageous but sacrificing innocent women to protect themselves and mutilating dead bodies to make a point was completely justifiable. The Benjamites thought it was right to over look the sin done by a group in Gibeah because no one took issue with the Levite and his host. To Israel, revenge and retaliation was justifiable and to solve the problems caused by their action it was right to blame God, massacre innocent people and advocate kidnapping of young virgins girls to correct the problem they created. All of this reminds me of the nursery rhyme of the “Old woman who swallowed a fly”.   


Where did the nation go off? The answer is to be found in 20:26-28 where we are told by Samuel in verse 26 that they went to “the house of God”; literally it reads that they “went to inquire of the Lord at Bethel”.  So important is that statement that Samuel interjects a commentary saying in verses 27-28 that “the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, and Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days”. Based upon passages in Joshua, Judges and 1 Samuel we know that tabernacle was located in Shiloh and the “Ark of the Covenant” belonged in the Holy of Holies at Shiloh but Phinehas a priest who once stood powerfully for God had cheapened the “Holiness of God” by allowing the “Ark of the Covenant” to be transported to Bethel in direct disobedience to God’s Word. Mark this dear one’s, “The root of all sin is a weak concept of the holiness of God”. When we lesson God’s view of sin to accommodate our habits and actions we change His character and weaken His nature of Holiness in our minds and in so doing “Things become right in our own eyes”! 

II. Chp. 20 Swallowing a dog to catch a cat, imagine that

Vs. 1-3 The Levite had achieved the shock value he needed but surprisingly no one objects the actions of the Levite. What the nation need wasn’t to be shocked into action they needed to look into the mirror of the word and be broken hearted and personally repent! Twenty Three times in the Bible we hear those precious words of agreement with God as to why we are in the state we are in; “We Have Sinned!”  But instead four hundred thousand men gather at Mizpah 8 miles north of Jerusalem in outrage to deal with what had been delivered to them in the body of the Levites concubine. This gathering for war is remarkable as it is the only recorded gathering in 350 years throughout the book of Judges and sadly they are not going to war against the enemy they are going to war against each other. 


This seen has been repeated throughout Church history both in the broader scoop of Christendom as well as local church bodies. Saint’s we have real enemies that have united and banded together to destroy all that we hold as true and we have chose not to fight these enemies but we have no problem in gathering a muster to attack our own over some trivial dispute that has no eternal consequences.   

Vs. 3-7 It appears based upon Samuel’s comment that the gathering of the army excluded the Benjamites as they heard about the gathering for war against them but was not asked until a diplomat was deployed in verse 12 with an accusation that they as a tribe were somehow involved in this. You wonder how differently things might have been if the nation would have gone and inquired of the Lord. But instead of going to the Benjamites they instead went only to the Levite who had “direct mailed” pieces of his concubine to them. Biblical law required them to get collaborating witness to establish truth but for this self-righteous nation they needed no other truth. The irony is they are after revenge from a tribe whom they accuse of doing what is right in their own eyes and are doing so without seeking God acting like the ones they accuse of doing what is right in their own eyes. 

Because of this those present took three vows that would shape their future actions all because they didn’t seek God’s will and instead did what was right in their own eyes:

1. No one was allowed home until the city of Gibeah had been wiped out and burned to the ground. As such they jumped into immediate military action, without any attempt of judicial negotiations or diplomatic solutions.

2. Based upon 21:8-12 any person or group that didn’t join in the “Holy Crusade” against the inhabitants of Gibeah were to be treated as sympathizers and were to receive the same death sentence. 

3. No one present was allowed to give their daughters to marry any of the Benjamites.                  
Vs. 8-48 When Israel finally sought the Lord it wasn’t to ask whether they should go to war they already had decided to do that they only wanted to know which tribe should go first. The 11 tribes chose confrontation instead of intercession and reconciliation. As such the Lord gave no promise of victory and on the first day of the battle 22,000 men died. This brought them back to the Lord a 2nd time and this time based upon the outcome they asked, “Should we go up?” Again the Lord promised no victory and the result was 18,000 men died. Finally with 40,000 men dead the nation was broken and wept and truly sought God’s direction and not only did they receive permission to go they also received assurance of victory. They ambush the Benjamites and the Lord defeated them as they inflected 25,000 Benjamites casualties from this small tribe reducing the number of men to only 600 that held up in the rock area of Rimmon. Oh had the nation only carried out such hatred upon their personal sins!    
III. Chp. 21 It’s God’s fault, let’s fix it

This brings us to the final chapter of Judges and this story as the nation finally realizes the outcome of their vengeance is that one of the tribes of the nation is headed to extinction. This chapter shows us the amount of wasted energy spent on finding a solution to the problem they created by not seeking the Lord as they try to fix it again without seeking Him. 

Vs. 1-3 They portray God as the One who is to blame for their dilemma as He should have prevented them from acting apart from seeking Him. People are always insisting on having things their own way then they blame God when they don’t like the results of been allowed to have the thing the way they wished. 

Vs. 4-12 They had made a vow not to allow any of their daughters to marry any of the Benjamite men then took the tribe down to only 600 men but where were the men going to get the wives so they could have children? They recalled a remote area of Jabesh-Gilead who had didn’t show when the mandatory call for civil war which put them under the same judgment. So they decided to go out and wipe out the whole town except for 400 virgins which would take care of all but 200 of the men. 

Vs. 13-25 Again in verse 15 they blame God for the 200 virgin gap and come up with another clever way to keep their vow not to give their daughters in marriage to any Benjamite, legalized kidnapping! Tell the 200 Benjamite men to go up to the vineyards of Shiloh and hideout there and wait for the girls that perform their dances and then kidnap them and bring them back home. This was clearly not part of the tabernacle worship at Shiloh but a Canaanite influenced event. What about those 400 gals from Jabesh-Gilead who had their families killed when all they needed to do was go to a dance? Reading this section we have a tendency to be very judgmental towards this time in biblical history but what about our time where such events as these are made into movies and TV shows. Folks, we have not only become a society that practices these kinds of things we actually flock to theaters and view them as entertainment! All of this was because they refuse to allow God to rule over their hearts as King. Now they were on the verge of becoming a Monarch just like the nations around them and guess what tribe their first king will be from, that’s right Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin and they were still doing what was right in their own eyes.          
IV. Conclusion: Five lessons in faith and morality

These three chapters teach us five lessons with regard to faith and morality:

1. The basis of morality is of critical importance: Why we do or don’t do something is as important as what we do. For years people have said that premarital sex is wrong because of the possible outcomes, (social stigma, a child and STD’s). But societal standards have changed, better forms of birth control and medicines that lesson the effects of STD’s have come into play. Hence if the only reason for sexual purity was based upon fear of negative consequences and those have been lessoned or negated then the need for sexual purity has ended and sexual experimentation becomes entirely acceptable and appropriate in our own eyes! But if our moral behavior is grounded on God’s Word and living in a loving relationship with Him then we won’t end up doing what is right in our own eyes. That is why the greatest question we can ask ourselves is, “Why is this or that wrong, moral or immoral?” And the way we answer that will determine our future behavior. 

2. Moral relativism goes against humanity: The current philosophy is “Do you own thing”. The current standard is that any morality no longer has any meaning for today. It’s all about “personal freedoms” and not laying on any moral guidelines that would inhibit personal freedoms. You have probably heard that you “Can’t legislate morality” but that’s not true any law or lack of law is a legislation of morality. Peter wrote in 2 Peter 2:19 “They promise freedom, but they themselves are slaves to sin and corruption. For you are a slave to whatever controls you.” So called, “Sexual liberation” has only become a new form of sexual bondage and not only a moral cancer but often criminal and always an economical drain upon the whole of society. The National Physicians Center put together just some of the annual financial costs for society just looking at teenage pregnancy: STD treatment costs the U.S. 8.4 billion, pregnancy 36 billion which puts the annual tab at almost 45 billion a year and that is just teenage pregnancy.          

3. You cannot compartmentalize the sacred from the secular: The only true standard for morality is to be found in the character and nature of God. Right and wrong is not to be found in what people think they are to be found only in a relationship with God. Furthermore once found they cannot be separated from or compartmentalized away from every other aspect of our lives. God is Holy and since He created us and loves us He knows what is best for us. We may be free to do what we want but it will never be freeing unless it is aligned with Him.  
4. The answer to a lack of morality is not legalism or formalism: The answer is to be found in a dynamic personal faith in Jesus Christ! It is in a growing relationship with Jesus that we discover daily the joy of right living it is not in right living that we discover a relationship with Jesus! If we get the order of this wrong than what people will see in society is a life-less, joy-less, legalistic life that offers nothing but boredom and bondage! To live in a daily relationship with Jesus is to live the most fulfilling, exciting, dynamic, joy filled life any human can ever experience! Jesus was no monastic recluse! He laughed, played with children, and went to where the world was trying to escape and said follow me to freedom and life. He alone is as He Himself said, “The Way, The Truth and The Life!” 

5. It is not enough to know the truths we must live them: To enjoy this joy-filled life is not only about instruction it is all about application. Our goal is to be “Like Jesus” in every aspect, every moment of the day so much so that the world that is living by what is right in their own eyes will look at our consistent relationship to Jesus and say, “How can I have what you have?” Our children need to hear not only “What did you learn in Sunday school” but “How are you going to apply what you learned this week?” To accomplish this we will need to continually be in contact with three things:

A. The Holy Spirit

B. The Word of God

C. The people of God             

