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Matthew 8:23-34

“Calm For The Tormented”   

I.) Intro

II..) Vs. 23-27 You of Little Faith

III.) Vs. 28-34 What Have We To Do With You
I.) Intro

Last week we were looking at the four things that keep us from following Jesus. 


First, there was in the story of the “certain scribe” the truth that often we do not go on in our spiritual growth for the sake of riches or comfort.


Second, in the story of the disciple who wanted to bury his father we see that relationships that are ahead of our relationship with Jesus will hinder us.


Now, this week we shall see two other reasons yet from a different perspective. The first two came about during a brief interlude between His forth & fifth miracles. These last two come during His fifth & sixth miracles where Jesus demonstrates His power over nature & then He showed that He had power over the unseen spirit world. 


I am always amazed to see in the gospels little things that reveal just how foolish we who follow Jesus can be. I hope this won’t offend anyone, but we are all at times kind of like the Three Stooges disciples; Moe, Larry & Curly. I don’t want to go to far down this path but look just for a moment at two phrases here in this mornings text & who said each:


1.) "Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?"

2.) “Jesus, You Son of God?”
First, you have the statement of those who were followers of Jesus, who just saw nature submit to His word & they can’t figure out Who He is!!!

Second, you have those who are totally against Jesus & all that He stands for & they submit & know for certain Who He is!!! 


For people who had never read the Bible if you asked them to match the sayings with who said them I’m certain that they would reverse these. Paul Harvey in his book “For What It’s Worth”, tells about a county jail in Florida where jail officials discovered prisoner Jimmy Jones trying to escape. Nothing unusual about that it happens all the time, but Jimmy Jones had a brilliant plan every so often the prisoners would dump their garbage into a large plastic bag which hung at one end of the cell block & several of the prisoners would take it out to be dumped right after roll call. Old Jimmy Jones just dumped himself into the trash bag & waited for the end of roll call. Only one problem with his plan as the names of the prisoners were read off & each prisoners responded they came to Jimmy’s name & from inside the garbage bag, a bit muffled came, Jimmy’s reply; “Here!” They caught him right then & there. Some times our replies give us away too, don’t they? Perhaps this morning you are living as if you are not to sure who this person Jesus is. O h you know intellectually Who He is but your response in the way you are living shows that you are just hanging out in a bag form the end of your cell. 

Folks let us this morning agree together that we are going to move on in the grace & knowledge of Jesus.

II..) Vs. 23-27 You of Little Faith

It is always good to read of these same events in the other gospel as you get a clearer picture as to what took place. 

Vs. 23 In Luke 8:22 we read the words Jesus said to the disciples prior to them getting into the boat which we are told that they did so here in Matthew. Jesus said to them; “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they launched out.” These words will be very important to us, as it should of been to them. So often our failure, is do to our not trusting Jesus’ words too us! If we only would trust & obey how much more peace would fill our day!
Vs.24 There are a few important details that are helpful for us as we consider this story.


1.) Several of these men were accomplished fishermen. I mean that they sailed on this very lake for a living. They knew of it’s ways. Simply put they were going to have to take Christ’s words to them over & above their own since. All about them was going to scream at them one thing, yet the words of Christ & His action, or lack of action was going to say something else. Folks life is a choice; we can not change our circumstances but we do have a choice of how we are going to react. We can react in panic or peace, it’s our choice! 


2.) This lake is prone to this sudden violent storms. The words used here “great tempest” is the word “seismos” which we use for the study of earthquakes “seismology”. 

Simply put this storm was a real shaker! Permit me to gave you the geography of this lake. It is located some 60 miles from Jerusalem & 30 miles from the Mediterranean. The Sea of Galilee ( circle) is a fresh water lake that is fed by the Jordan river. It is 13 miles long & 8 miles wide it’s depth is from 80 feet to 150 feet. As best we know they were traveling across this lake on a trip of some 5 miles. This lake is 680 feet below sea level yet with mountains around it that go up too 9,280 feet above sea level. So what happens is that cold air comes off of mount Herman through a narrow ravine into the Sea of Galilee hitting the warm air that comes of the lake thus storms erupt in seconds. Waves can reach higher than 25 feet with a face of 40 feet. These guys were terrified; they had no doubt been on this lake during storms before, & this time they felt that they were going to die.  


Note: Allow me some practical insight for a moment. Have you ever felt that as you were going through some circumstance some real shaker in your life that Jesus was asleep in the boat? I mean it feels if He is not awake to what we are going through. I believe all of us believers can relate to their reaction here. I’m not justifying it, just relating to it.       


   Folks, the boat was covered with waves, but Jesus was asleep! Let me state the obvious. Jesus knew the storm was going to come up & certainly could of prevented it from ever happening, but He did not. Our Lord is more interested in our growing closer to Him then He is making sure that our life is; (pardon the pun) smooth sailing. We can only grow closer to Him as we learn to trust His words through the trials of life! 


Then, we have the fact that He is asleep in the boat with all of the commotion going on. This tells us two things which deal with His nature:


1.) He was fully man, for He was very tired not even waking up during all the noise of the disciples panicking.


2.) He was fully God for He was at peace. He was not panicking like man does He was not worried; no, He was at rest. We often think the Lord is indifferent during our circumstances because we don’t since that He is panicking a we are. Just relax, if He is not doing anything it means that He is resting & so should we! 

Vs. 25 First, I want to commend these guys for at least they were honest with the Lords & they did come to Him. The circumstances of the storm overwhelmed their thinking. Jesus did not rebuke them for having no faith, but rather for having little faith. Their faith was that they knew that they were in over their heads & that Jesus had the answer. What they failed to realize was that he was in the boat with them & He had already said that they were to go the other side. 


Remember that at one time man was over nature & now nature is over man. Nature is not over the Son of Man though.

Vs. 26 “Why are you so fearful,..” Those are the words He spoke to them at first. Now I would of said; “Lord, this is the worst storm I’ve ever seen, now I know you’ve been asleep but clearly you can see why I’m freaking out!” 

Again I believe that they exercised some faith in coming to Him as they did, but there is a higher faith that waits, upon the Lord & trusts in His word for deliverance out of the storms of life. If Jesus is here then it is all right, let the waves crash & the sea toss for he is right there with us. 


Remember those words that are recorded in Luke, Jesus did not say let us go under to the other side, He said ““Let us cross over to the other side of the lake”  


Now notice the threefold calm that trusting in the Lord produces:


A.) There is first & foremost a calm that comes over us because we have trusted afresh Jesus & His words.


B.) There is a calm that comes over us having been delivered from destruction.


C.) There is a calm that sees a change in the circumstance or trial.

Jesus just tells the wind & sea, “Be muzzled”

Vs. 27 Here then is the problem they, as well as, us face in fear, we do not understand “who” it is that is in the circumstances with us. Psalm 89: 8-9 tell us “O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.” Only the Lord God Almighty has this kind of power! 

III.) Vs. 28-34 What Have We To Do With You 
Again as you read the other accounts of this you will find that Matthew tells us that there were two demon possessed men where Mark & Luke only mentions one.

I believe that  Matthew  records the fact that there were two but only the one was recorded as having the dialog with Jesus, thus the differing number. There are several things to be noted concerning the area in which this took place. 


A.) This area is where the tribe of Gad settled which on the wrong side of the Jordan. It was often invaded by gentiles & seems to be primarily inhabited by them at this time.  


B.) We are told in the other accounts that the community had tried to restrain these demon possessed men with chains & shackles, yet nothing held them. They had tried to tame them & eventually they just isolated them from the rest of society. Folks don’t miss this for we see some truths here of what satan & sin does to the human life; as well what society does for the them.


Satan: Robs him of his sanity, takes away self control, fill him with anger & violence, takes him away from the joys of life & lastly if he can condemns him to an eternity of judgment.


Society: Restrains him, threatens him & isolates him. What it can not do is change him.   


Jesus: Restores them sanity, society & service. 

Vs. 28-30 Here we see that these demons have power of a yielded life but they have to ask permission from Jesus to go into 2000 pigs. We also see that they know that their time is short & that their ultimate end is to be tormented in the lake of fire. 

Vs.31-34 Here we are told the outcome. 


First, the outcome of the demons was that they were permitted to go into the 2000 swine & ran down the cliff & parishes in the sea. No big deal for pig farming was an illegal occupation for any Jew. Even if they were not eating the pigs themselves they could not raise them for others. So in this our Lord got rid of any illegal activity. 


Second, the outcome of these tow men was that they were restored. One of them we are told wanted to follow Jesus but our Lord put him into the ministry going back into the city with the testimony of what only God can do. 


Lastly, we are told the reaction of the city, they begged him to leave to which Jesus obliged. Again people will refuse to grow in Christ if it means that they may have to change their occupation. Our society values pigs to people! But Jesus values us over everything else. Money was more important than peace to the community. 


Folks there is only one thing that limits Christ power in our life & the one thing is us. We have been given the power of choice & you can so choice not to grow in Him any longer. What will your choice be? 

Matthew 9:1-17

“Snap Shots Of A Savior”   

I.) Intro

II..) Vs. 1-8 Sending Away Sin

III.) Vs. 9-13 Matthew & An Invitation To The Sick

IV.) 14-17 New Cloth & Wine
I.) Intro

In this section of scripture we are given glimpse of our Lord Jesus & for the first time He has opposition which He has to deal with. Change is a difficult thing, we often get on a coarse that we refuse to divert from. We state our position & refuse to budge & so doing we look very foolish.  


An actual transcript of a radio conversation of a US naval ship with Canadian authorities off the coast of Newfoundland in October 1995.  Radio conversation released by the Chief of Naval Operations 10-10-95.

Americans:  Please divert your course 15 degrees to the North to avoid a collision.

Canadians:  Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the South to avoid a collision.

Americans:  This is the Captain of a US Navy ship.  I say again, DIVERT YOUR COURSE!

Canadians:  No, I say again, you divert YOUR course.

Americans:  THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS LINCOLN, THE SECOND LARGEST SHIP IN THE UNITED STATES' ATLANTIC FLEET.  WE ARE ACCOMPANIED BY THREE DESTROYERS,

THREE CRUISERS AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT VESSELS, I DEMAND THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 DEGREES NORTH, THAT'S ONE FIVE DEGREES NORTH, OR COUNTER-MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO INSURE THE SAFETY OF THIS SHIP.

Canadians:  This is a lighthouse!  Your call!

II..) Vs. 1-8 Sending Away Sin

As we come to this chapter we are given 6 more miracles one of which is general, (verse 35). Jesus has shone Himself as over sickness, storms, & demonic possession, but what about sin & paralysis? 


Again remember that these miracles though testified of who he was were not for that reason alone they were personal to minister to the needs of those who suffered. As you read through the gospels it is amazing to see how many people were afflicted with something. I believe that their sickness was in part do to their unfaithfulness to Gods covenant. In Ex. 15:26 (NLT) we are given the words of God to them; "If you will listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his sight, obeying his commands and laws, then I will not make you suffer the diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the LORD who heals you." 

Vs. 1-2 As we saw last week Jesus never stayed in a place that did not want Him, so He leaves to go back to what is clearly His headquarters. The other gospel accounts tell us that the “they” refers to four men, whom we believe to be his friends. As well we are told how he came to be in the presence of the Lord, by being let down through the roof. 


Note: Here we see the balance between faith & works. It says here that these men brought this paralytic man to Jesus & “when He saw THEIR faith. The “their” here clearly refers in part to the paralytics for Jesus says that his sins are forgiven, but the word “their” must also includes the four. These men had faith & their faith worked in bringing their friend to Jesus. 


Note: Now knowing the other gospel accounts & the effort they put into to bring their friend to Jesus; His words must of been a let down to them; "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." “Hey Lord, that’s neat but we didn’t come through all this roof & crowds just to hear some spiritual statement.” They no doubt would have much rather heard the second part of this found in verse 6, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.". Is this not great though? We are so often prone to the superficial in our lives. “Lord!” we cry out. “Take away my hear ache!” And instead the Lord is dealing with why that area is a heart ache at all. That’s what He is doing hear, He is saying, Yes this mans inability to move is terrible but what is worse then this is the paralysis of sin in his life. 


Now by the wording of this it appears that perhaps this man was aware that he was a sinner & that he was weighed down under the weight of his sin. Not all illness is caused by personal sin but all illness is caused by sin at the fall. Now tradition tells us that he was paralyzed because of venereal disease & an immoral life style, but this is not for certain. 


Note: The great parallels between sin & paralysis. Both bind a person & separate him from the essential joys of life. Their is a lack of movement & so on. 


Jesus uses a very interesting word for “forgiven & forgive”, He could of used a word that meant to be “gracious to or to over look”. Many people today want God just to over look their sins. Their idea is that Jesus died to over look their sins. The implication is that the sins is still there & that Jesus just becomes blind to it. Here though He uses the word which means to “send away”. Put it in the phrase before us & it becomes quite powerful, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are sent away from you” On a practical realm lets say that you go to the doctor to remove a cancer growth on your face & instead of sending it away from you by cutting it off he hands you a bottle of make up so you can cover it up so others will over look it. Folks you would still have the cancer; Jesus does not over look sin in our lives instead as we come to Him confessing our sin & trusting Him He sends it away!

Vs. 3-6 Here we are told the response of  some of the scribes who heard Jesus’ words sending this mans sin away. 


Now first of all the moment He knew what they were thinking you would of thought that would of been a clue to these guys that this Jesus was more then just your average person, but they don’t. 


Next we have Jesus’ words to their thoughts; “For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise and walk'?” The key to understanding what Jesus meant but this question is the context. They believed that Jesus was blaspheming God because He being man made Himself equal to God for only God can forgive sins. They are questioning His authority to do what He has said. So He in turn says, “which is easier to SAY. That is the key word He does not say do but say. Will that is easy to answer it is easier to say, Your sins are forgiven you, because that does not require any proof. But If I go over to a paralytic & say arise take up your bed & walk that requires the power to heal which again only comes from God. Both from mans perspective are impossible for us to do. You can not see a persons sin forgiven can you? But you can see a person healed! For these scribes who questioned His authority in their minds if He could heal then He could forgive sin. Thus His words in verse 6, “That you may know that the Son of Man has power, (ability) on earth to send away sin take up your bed, & go to your house.” The One who could make the paralytic walk was the only One who send away sin.


Folks don’t miss this for your own life. It is Jesus that we need, it is Him we must come to set us free from the things in our lives that bind us. If you yourself aren’t bound then you can do what these friends did you can bring those that are to His so that He can set them free!

Vs.7-8 Just in closing this section notice how the paralytic responded & how those that witnessed this miracle responded. First the paralytic went forward in obedience & faith. Second, the multitudes were filled with wonder & awe & glorified God. Jesus always touched people in such away that those that witnessed it glorified the Father. All to often we tend to praise the instrument instead author.  

III.) Vs. 9-13 Matthew & An Invitation To The Sick 
Vs. 9 Here we are told the story of how the instrument of this gospel became a follower of Jesus. Again we are in one of those discipleship interludes. We know that Matthew was also called Levi which tells us that he came from the priestly tribe of the Levites. It was their responsibility to care for the worship at the temple, but old Matthew was worshipping money & the things of this world. Matthew was a tax collector & under the Roman Government he was given a quota that he was to collect & everything above that amount was his to keep, so that is how they got rich & why they were so hated. His name means “Gift of God”, yet he was living anything but that kind of lifestyle. 


Now what amazes me her is that the Lord sees him sitting at his corrupt job & goes right up to him & asks him to follow Him. There two elements in this call & it is the same for all who hear it:


A.) Trust


B.) Obedience

You just never know how someone will respond to the gospel do you? This guy just did not seem as though he would follow the Lord but it says that he did! How many would go over to the worst sinner you know & ask them if they would like to go to church? Not many but you never know what the Lord might touch a heart. 

Vs.10-11 I really like what Matthew did hear he had a great big party & he invited all his old sinners to meet his new friend Jesus. Is it great that God calls sinners not saints? I mean if he called saints none of us would have been invited. How about you do you call sinners or saints to meet Jesus? 

Vs. 12-13 It is not a persons sin that keeps them from coming to Christ it is their pride which refuses to acknowledge their need before Him. Oh that all we know would learn that they are in need so that they would have the Doctor come to make them whole. Jesus comes to invite the sick to be made well free of charge. Folks their is only one thing necessary for every individual to go to heaven that is that they have to admit that they don’t ever deserve to be their! Think about it! 

IV.) 14-17 New Cloth & Wine

Vs. 14-17 Now we close this section with Jesus’ radical teaching by way of two illustrations of the new covenant & the old. First the context; it centers around an observation of John the Baptist’s disciple’s two of which were at one time Andrew & Philip. They had simply noticed that Jesus disciple’s did not fast as they nor the Pharisees.


1.) John’s disciple’s fasted for humility to prepare the way of the Lord.


2.) The Pharisees did so to be seen before men as spiritual. 

There will come a time when fasting will be appropriate for His disciple’s but it is after He is gone not while He is in their midst. To many times I think we Christians in our desire to be Holy fail to demonstrate that we are full of the Joy of the Lord. 

Jesus says that He has not come to “patch up” something old because His is a relationship a “new clothe” it will only make the tear worse. The same is true of wine old wine skins. In those days they would ferment the wine in new leather bags so as the process started it would stretch out the leather. Now if you tried to do that in an old leather bag it could not handel the freshness of fermentation thus bursting the bag ruining both. 


Folks we too can become stagnant in our approach to the Lord not open to His word in our lives. I just love the fact that God is always stretching me with His new wine.      

Matthew 9:18-26

“The Touch Of Christ ”    

I.) Intro

II..) Vs. 18-26 Twelve Years Of Life & Death

I.) Intro

Here we are given four more miracles that show Jesus as more then just a teacher of precepts. Then we have yet another discipleship interlude in verses 35-38. It is always  interesting to look at parallels & contrasts in the stories of those who encountered Jesus. We have four such stories to look at this mourning. 


First of all the parallels:




A.) All these folks no matter who they were are at the end of themselves. Some had exhausted their finances, others were so bad off that someone else had to bring them there, but they were all desperate. 




B.) Though their route to help & hope were radically different their destination was the same, Jesus. Many say their are many roads to God, but the fact is there is only one way to the Father & that is through Jesus Christ. With that said their are many ways to Jesus, now I did not say many Jesus’, I said many ways to the one Jesus.




C.) Lastly, all of these folks find hope & help in Christ. That is all are made whole. Name one doctor, one politician, one anything that can claim a 100 % success rate. The only thing that has that kind of success is death & even this is defeated by Jesus.    


Now the contrasts: As I said they are as varied as we are as people. Some come to Jesus by way of the front door, others are seeking Him secretly. Some can’t see but they sure can yell, while some can see fine but can’t say a word. 

II..) Vs. 18-26 Twelve Years Of Life & Death

Vs. 18 In the 8th chapter of Luke the same story is recorded for us, there we are given his name as Jairus, which means “God will enlighten”. Again Luke tells us that he was a ruler of a synagogue, but I think it is important here to understand what that meant so that we can see what it cost to come to Christ as well as how desperate the situation was that brought him.


A.) First, Synagogues were started during the Babylonian captivity where they were no longer able to worship at the temple so they established Synagogues where ever there were 10 Jewish men. The name means “gathering place” or “house of instruction”. The place would serve as a school house, civil court & a place where the people could learn about the law & precepts of God. A person would be elected “Ruler” out of the 10 elders of the Synagogue. The ruler would be a man of tremendous importance, one in whom the whole community looked up to.


B.) Second, look at what brought him to Jesus’ feet. He had a daughter who we are told in Luke was 12 years of age. So for 12 years this young girl was the apple of his eye, she played at his feet & brought the greatest joy into his life. 12 years of sunshine was suddenly becoming dim. 


Jairus was a busy man, a man of prestige, a man who on his own would have never come out to see this man named Jesus, but the circumstance left him with no other choice. Folks, I think this is true of those who come to Christ; the awful truth is that it is the terrible circumstances of our lives that draw us to seek His presence, but it is His goodness that keeps us their! 


Look at what this man of prestige does in the midst of all of those people, he came to his feet & worshipped Him. This word worship appears 60 times in the N.T. & means to, “to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand, to prostrate oneself in homage.” Notice that Jesus does not refuse this worship, by the way this is the same word used in Matt. 4:9 where Satan says to Jesus that He can have all the kingdoms of the earth if He will just “fall down & worship him”, to which Jesus replies; “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” So if Jesus does not refuse this worship then Who is He?


Then the simple request, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” This is a unfortunate translation into English here for that is what he said it is not what is meant, this phrase means “at the point of death” or if you will “as good as dead”. Luke tells us that it was as Jesus was still speaking that someone came & told Jairus not to bother Jesus for death had claimed his little ray of sunshine. 


Notice the hope that Jairus had, “come and put your hand on her, and she will live .” Here is the situation that caused Jairus to go beyond pride, position, wealth, & reputation. Now he does not have the faith of the centurion back in 8:5-13, for he believes that she must have the Lords physical touch. Let me stop for a moment & ask you here this morning, “What would it take for you to come & seek the Lords touch?” Would it take something as awful as this to drive you to His feet? Why wait? Why not just come now when there is no crisis? 

Vs. 19 Is this not great? Jesus does not say a word, He does not debate theology with this man, He does not say for $19.95 I will come. Not a word of rebuke, why? Folks what Jesus is interested in, that He may respond for all human hearts has already taken place in Jairus, surrender! Jairus, had surrendered all of himself. Our dog Brandy, does this every time she comes into the house to spend the night, if I go over to her she will just look at me with those brown puppy dog eyes & lick my hand & won’t stop until I move it away. Brandy, is communicating the same thing that Jairus is here I surrender. So  Jesus, Jairus & the disciples start towards Jairus’s house. Can you imagine the desperation that drove him there & now the since of hope that must of filled his heart. Oh, I’m sure there was still a great since of urgency, trying to move the mass of people that were trying to get at Jesus.

Vs. 20-22 It is then that through this mass of people that a woman who had been hemorrhaging for 12 years came to seek to touch the Lord. 


Now in Jewish culture this woman was like the lepers I spoke of before, she was unclean, thus she could not participate, in society, or in religious life. She was not allowed to be around other people. Again Luke tells us that when this started out she was quite well off & had spent all of it on trying to find a cure. 12 years of ill health, 12 years of separation & for some time poverty. Jairus came publicly, this woman came privately, secretly. Yet they both came. She was superstitious her theology was all messed up. There was a thought prevalent in that day that if you touched the hem of a spiritual leader that there was power their. We are told in Matt. 23:5 that the Pharisees had enlarged their hems & tassels in order to seem more spiritual. This practice came from a word of the Lord to Moses in Num. 15:37-40 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God.”


Now Luke tells us that thousands of people were crushing in upon Jesus & that the moment this woman touched Him He knew that she had done so by faith. In fact the disciple’s were quite amazed at Jesus words of who touched Him, but Jesus always knows who has grabbed a hold of Him by faith. She too had surrendered all. With marvelous simplicity Matthew records Jesus’ words to her here in verse 22. Again Luke tells us that Jesus made her come forward & tell all in sweet confession of her surrender. 

Vs.23-26 Now we switch back to Jairus & his great need no doubt this delay has caused him grief. Time is his enemy & this woman who was not even suppose to be in this crowd has caused a delay. Do you ever feel this way? You have some pressing need in your life & others around you are having their socks blessed off by God & you become anxious then bitter? Look at this another way & you will see that Jesus on the way to touch Jairus’s daughter was still able to heal a woman who needed His touch & she touched Him. This ought to have encouraged Jairus, I’m not sure that it did but it should of. Folks God working in others lives ought to encourage us  in our circumstances!


Again Luke tells us that the news came as Jesus was speaking to this woman. “Your daughter is dead, do not trouble the teacher.”  Would not your heart sink into your throat? The finality of death, the circumstance is beyond hope now. Luke records Jesus’ words to Jairus, the N.L.T. captures this quite well, “Don't be afraid. Just trust me, and she will be all right." The only thing is that Literally Jesus says keep on trusting Me. 


Oh how many times we face situations where we start out trusting Jesus until the situation is greater then our ability to trust. What great reassurance this was. Nothing is ever too late for the Lord & Jairus would need this reassurance.

Vs. 23 Now we know that at this time these “Flute players” were minstrels who for the right price would come out to mourn & weep for the family. Poor families would have only a few, but wealthy families would have lots of them. Part of the reason was to drive away demons & the like. So perhaps there are 20 or so of these folks who are not sincere buy are there for other reasons, what a ruckus going on. Jairus there morning the loss of his daughter, yet remembering the words of Jesus. 

Vs.24 The problem was obvious there were so many of these people in there that Jesus could not get in. 


A.) Now we have those words of Jesus concerning her condition. Jesus says that she is not dead but sleeping. It had already been reported that she was dead so I’m sure from a medical perspective that she was dead. Luke who was a doctor tells us that they knew her to be dead. It is obvious that they took Jesus to mean that she was not dead physically & in part that is why they laughed Him to ridicule Him. Jesus was speaking of a believers death here. When a believer dies they do not die a permanent death, no they go home to be with the Lord. For the believer death is just a little nap. I heard of a story of a man who wanted to send some flower to a friend of his who had just relocated his business. So he ordered some flower & had it sent with a card that read “Congratulations on your new home”. Well some time passed & the man had not heard anything from his buddy so he called him to ask if he had gotten the flowers to which he replied; “Why did you send such a weird card?” Why what do you mean the man asked; “Well your card read “Our sincere prayer at your time of loss”. The florist had switched the cards inadvertently send the card that read Congratulations on your new home to a funeral instead. That’s the idea here, she’s not dead in the finality of human defeat she is just taking a nap. 

Vs. 25-26 Notice that He pit the crowd out, folks that is what we need to do with our noisy unbelief put it outside. Then He took her by the hand & she arose. Now Luke tells us that afterward He instructed them to give her something to eat. Now there are three instances in scripture of Jesus raising the dead:


1.) Jairus’s daughter: 12 your old whom is hungry after she is raised.


2.) Luke 7:15 the widow at Nain son: Whom spoke after he was raised.


3.) John 11: 44 Lazarus: Who walked after he was raised.

Is it not interesting that these are the same characteristics that are found when we are spiritually reborn? We ought to have a hunger for the word, our speech ought to be different & so is the way we conduct our life.  

Matthew 9:27-38

“Teaching, Preaching & Healing”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 27-34 Power Over Darkness & Demons


A.) 27-31 The Sight Of The Blind


B.) 32-34 The Speech Of The Mute

III.) 35-38 The Lord Of The Harvest 
I.) Intro

As I said last week all of these events happen the same day. Jesus handles each person as if they were the only person put the earth. This morning we will look at two more miracles as well as a discipleship interlude. As I read the last part of chapter 9 & hear my Lord beckon us to pray to Him & ask for laborers it causes me to examine my own sacrifice in light of His! 


I heard of a African lady who was very poor who had received Christ. One day an evangelist came to her area. To support the outreach those that could brought love offerings to be sold. She was very poor & had nothing to give. On the last night of the crusade the pastor observed her putting in one silver coin worth a dollar, not much to us but in this area it was a great sum of money. The pastor feared that this woman had some how obtained this coin dishonestly went to her after ward with the coin & asked her where she had gotten it. Her response was that she had been a slave in a plantation most of her life & several years ago after becoming a Christian she had been granted her freedom. Seeing that she had nothing to give to see others experience the freedom she had in Christ she had gone back to the plantation & sold herself back into slavery for life so that others may be set free! This woman with her sacrifice was a laborer! 

II_A.) 27-31 The Sight Of The Blind 

Vs. 27 We are told of six blind men that Jesus healed & each He did a different way. It appears as if these two fellows followed Jesus from when He left Jairus’s house for some distance. The words “crying out” literally mean to scream as a Raven. These guys were relentless in their speech & no doubt had friends who were helping them follow the Lord. 


Now what they said reveals that they believed Jesus to be the Messiah & that they ask for the right thing, “have mercy upon us.” Blindness is a picture of unbelief yet these guys clearly saw spiritually better then those who were religious & could see. So far we have seen a Centurion who had more faith then a ruler of a Synagogue, Tax collector who gives more away then those who are suppose to be servants. All to often those who say they trust the Lord do not do so & those who are desperate & needy demonstrate their trust. So here then is the point, we must constantly realize that we are needy folks!

Vs. 28-29 Notice that Jesus challenges their faith, that is that what they say they want must go beyond just intellectual ascent; “Do you believe that I am able to do this thing?” It is not enough to agree that penicillin is able to cure infections. You can rue around saying this all you want & still have a fever. One commentator says this; “Faith is the hand that takes what God offers.” I just love the simplicity of their reply, “Yes Lord!” 

Vs. 30-31 Here we see that right away their eyes were opened & that it was according to their faith that this was done. Now it was not faith in their faith, it was not power in their words. Look carefully at Jesus’ words, “Do you believe that I am able to do this thing.” There was no formula here only simple trust in God who said He was able to heal. Faith does not guarantee healing, but it does show that you are trusting in the Lord for what is best for you! 


Next He warns them not to go out tell every one, but why? I think it is because of the fact that people have the tendency to worship the miraculous over the message, the gifts more then the giver. Or perhaps Jesus is worried about them getting into trouble with the Rabies, we are not sure. I just love the fact that they could not keep their mouths shut before they could see & they can’t keep them shut now after they could see. Before they were crying out for mercy after their eyes are opened they are “spreading the news about Him.” They are not spreading the news about what He did for them, they are speaking of Jesus. The N.I.V. caries the literal meaning of this word “spread” where it says, “spread the news about him” These guys made Him known! I believe that this is what we need to be doing today making Jesus known to a blind world. we who were once blind but now we can see telling others who are still blind about Jesus who can give them their sight. 

II B.) 32-34 The Speech Of The Mute 

Vs. 32-33 Here we see that this man was brought to Jesus he did not come on his own. We also see that demons possession can cause physical afflictions. 


Curious that the last two guys could not see & when they were given their sight went all over the area telling people about Jesus, then comes this guy who can see but not speak & he ends up speaking. Satan is always trying to spiritually blind folks or keep them from speaking!  


The Jewish understanding of demon possession was that to cast out a demon you had to know it’s name, so that a demon that made a man mute could never tell you it’s name. This is why we see the response, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” Jesus shows the weakness of tradition compared with His authority over the spiritual realm. 

Vs. 34 The Pharisees did not deny the miracle, but they did question His authority to do so. This is the beginning of their rejection of Jesus & a charge of being in league with the devil which they will repeat latter in chapter 12:22. Jesus will refute that claim & warn them that they are close to committing the unpardonable sin, “The blasphemy against the Spirit.” (12:31) 


I had a woman call me not to long ago saying that she had been awake for 4 days because she thought she had committed the “unpardonable sin”. So I asked her what she had done, she told me that in a fit of rage she said that she hated God & did not want Him in her life. As I tried to tell her that this was not a good thing but had she repented of this she said she did right after it had left her mouth but then she quoted this verse & said she could not be forgiven. It seems some Christian had told her that she was doomed to Hell for what she had done no matter how much she repented. So I told her what the , “The blasphemy against the Spirit” is. John 15: 26  "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. “ The work of the Holy Spirit is to testify of Jesus. When He does so & it is clear that a person knows who Jesus is & then chooses not to believe in Him, then their is nothing else the Holy Spirit can do. You can see that these Pharisees were heading this way as they could not debate the miracles they were now saying that it was by the power of the devil that He was doing healings. 

III.) 35-38 The Lord Of The Harvest

Vs. 35 Here we get a glimpse into Jesus’ method towards reaching the world:


Teaching: He brought forth the truth in a place where the Jews met week by week. It consisted of interpreting the Scriptures.


Preaching: Proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom. This was the announcement that Gods kingdom was at hand. It was to get people ready to receive the truth that he was the Messiah. 


Healing: That is to say the practical reality of the truth which He proclaimed. This was he manifestation of His power to work that which He preached. I love the fact that it says “every” sickness & disease. There were no cases to hard for Him. Folks there is no situation to difficult for Jesus today. 


Note: As we look at the last part of this section where Jesus tells these men to pray to the Lord of the harvest for workers; then we look at this section here then I believe that we will no how to pray for ourselves. For in this method of reaching people we see what the worker of the harvest ought to be doing, but more then that we see how he ought to be doing it, “compassion”. There is the balance! Yes, teaching, preaching & healing, but on the motivation of self brokeness which produces compassion.

Vs. 36 The greatest need in workers is compassion. The time had come for workers & in chapter 10 He sends them out. There were too many cites too many needs & only one of Him. It was a must to have more workers, it was a must because He had compassion. 


Folks, it ought to break our hearts to see multitudes that have not yet met the Lord, it does not then what does that say about our spiritual condition? The word “compassion” means that literally that “His bowels were moved within Him”. Bowels were regarded as the seat of tender affection. Today we would use the word “heart”, His heart was broken He felt the pain of the hear ache of lost people, He identified with their pain & suffering so much so that He must move in action towards them. 


Notice how He saw them, Y.L.T. “they were faint and cast aside, as sheep not having a shepherd,” A while back a neighbor moved out & left to mangy mutts next door. Now I never much liked these two dogs, but after they left I noticed that they were whining all the time well some weeks passed & I finally peeked over the fence to see these two dogs chained up starving to death. They were so bad that their fur was falling off. So I broke the fence & took them some water & food. Folks, the people we see every day that are out there with out Jesus are like sheep without a shepherd, we need to reach out to them. Notice that Jesus saw people as sheep not goats! Lost sheep with all the possibility of becoming healthy & whole. He also saw there condition, flung out, lost, starving, half dead. He also saw the reason for their condition, no shepherd. You know what is amazing, He wants to be their shepherd! Here what the Lord said through the prophet Ezekiel in chapter 33 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered.”

That is how Jesus saw the people for He came to seek & save that which was lost for He was the good shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep.

Vs. 37 So how does He move these disciple’s?


1.) He gives them His vision of the multitudes, as lost sheep.


2.) Then He told the power which would be essential to reach the lost, pray the Lord of the harvest. 


3.) Lastly He asks them to go out to harvest.

Matthew 10:1-15

“Laborers Into The Harvest”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-4 The Call Of The “Are Not’s”

III.) 5-8a What To Do, Where To Go

IV.) 8b-15 How To Go  
I.) Intro

Chapter 10 starts where 9 left off. Jesus had just spoken to the disciple’s & asked them to pray for laborers for the harvest; now we see Jesus’s words to them  in verse 5 “He sent them out”. In fact chapter 10 deals with His commandments to them concerning going out. All to often the church thinks that it is the duty of professional ministers to go out, but in reality it is pastors teaches & evangelists that are to equip the saints for the work of the ministry. Can you imagine for a moment after Jesus returned to heaven having just dying on the cross for our sins where He was greeted by one of the angels. “Lord, that was awesome what you did for the world, do they know?” “Not really”, answers Jesus, “As a matter of fact, only a few guys in Israel understand what I did.” “Well, how is the rest of the world going to hear & understand”, asked the angel? I’m trusting these guys with the message, I’ve asked them to carry it to all the world”, said Jesus. “But what if they don’t”, asked the angel? “What if they go fishing, or get afraid, or get caught up in the affairs of this life. What happens if they just don’t do it; what’s your plan then?” And Jesus replied, “I have no other plan!” This is just a story, but it illustrates a truth there is no other plan to reach the world then the one that we see beginning to unfold here.      

II.) Vs. 1-4 The Call Of The “Are Not’s”

Vs.1 You will remember that Jesus had just instructed these guys to pray for compassion, to pray to the Lord of the harvest for workers. In Luke chapter 6:12 Jesus had spent all night in prayer from the many who were following Him. There was a great many who were “learners” of Him, yet He choose 12 that he would send out, “apostles”. Lets take a look at four things that prepared them for ministry:


1.) Prayer: I’m not sure that these guys understood that they were sent out on the basis of their own petition. So many times when we pray for some need the Lord begins to speak to our own hearts. What Calvary Chapel really needs is _______. And you start praying & the more you pray the clear the vision becomes, pretty soon the Holy Spirit is making it plain that He is calling you. The truth is prayer does not change God it changes us; prayer prepares us to be sent. John Corson put it this way; “Faith changes things, prayer changes me.” 


2.) Called them to Him: Before we are ever sent we are called to a closer walk with Jesus. Now what is important to understand is that He does not call us closer to Himself based upon some outward or inward qualifications. 1 Cor. 1:26-29 “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.” So the call that God has placed upon our lives is based upon us being these four things: Foolish, weak, base, are not. Why? So no flesh should glory in His presence.      


3.) He gave them power: I just love the fact that God never calls us to do something that He will not empower us to do. Those whom God calls He equips. You will notice as well here that Jesus empowered them in the same way that that He himself had been ministering to the people; power over unclean spirits, to heal sickness, disease & to preach, verse 7. Simply put these guys were kind of the front men for Jesus, thus they needed to be seen as doing the same things that He was doing. Not that long ago I was reminded of the principal of electric current. I had a switch to our garbage disposal go out so I went & got a new switch to put it in. I thought I had turned off the power to the switch but I was wrong, so as I put together the wires the electrical current went right through me. You see electrical energy or current can not go in where it can not go out & boy did it go out. So to with the power of the Holy Spirit in your life He will not fully come upon a person who will not allow Him to go through to others! Folks we are to just be conduits, we are to pray; “Lord, bless through me!”; instead of  “Lord bless me!”


4.) Verse 5 He sent them out: They did not just take all this preparation & not put it to work they were sent out, but what follows is instructions. There was some class room time as well. I find that that is as much interested in me as He is in using me. I’ve coached basketball teams, & I’ve experienced the joy of seeing all the training pay off. These guys were gong to see the Lords principals put into action through them, but what was even more cool was that they were going to draw closer to the Lord then ever be for & they were not even going to be around Him.

Vs.2-4 Here we are given the names of the 12. Now these names appear other places usually in the same order Peter first & Judas last; but what do we really know of these guys? Out of the 12 we know 5 of their occupations, 4 were fisherman & one was a tax collector. As for the rest we are not told. All except for Judas were from the wrong side of the country, (Galilee) Judas was most likely from the area of Judah. We know from Mark’s account that Jesus sent out in two’s that is why Matthew lists them as he does. 


1.) Simon, (Peter) & Andrew : Shifting sand to Rock & Andrew the younger brother of Peter . Perhaps you can relate to old Peter, flaky yet the Lord saw Him as he was going to be, a rock. Or maybe you can relate to Andrew who was always in his brothers shadow.


2.) James & John, the sons of thunder. These guys had bad tempers, you will see that later on when one of the cities won’t respond to the gospel they want to call down fire to destroy it. Yet after hanging around Jesus John is known as the apostle of Love.


3.) Philip & Bartholomew:  Philip was of the same city as Andrew and Peter. He seems to have been a friend of Nathanael (Bartholomew) as he brought him to Jesus. In fact he was always bringing someone to Jesus, yet he also asked Jesus to show them the Father. Bartholomew or Nathanael was the prejudice skeptic who asked Philip if any good thing can come out of Nazareth.


4.) Thomas & Matthew: The doubter & the Roman sympathizer rip off artist. 


5.) James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus: James the Less, called James the Less or “the little” either because he was younger than James the son of Zebedee or on account of his short stature. Lebbaeus name means “courageous” yet not much is known of either one of these guys, perhaps you feel like these guys a little on the shy side & no one notices you, but the Lord does!


6.) Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot: Luke tells us that Simon was a zealot. He was with a paramilitary unit that was trying to over throw the Roman government. This guy loved freedom more then life. Now can you imagine Matthew hanging around Simon? Talk about opposites. If it was not for a changed heart Simon would of put a knife in Matthew. 


Well there they are the Lords picks to reach the world with the gospel. Look at the quality of these men. Out of all the people living around was this the best that could be found? No way! Jesus did not go to the University to see who had scored the highest grades, no He choose ordinary people with the same worries & problems as the rest of us. Doesn’t that give you hope? Folks we have no excuse not to reach the world because if Jesus can do that through a bunch of losers like these guys then He can do so through we losers!

III.) 5-8a What To Do, Where To Go

Vs. 5-6 Here they were told where they were to go. Just as Paul said in Romans 1:6 they were to go to the Jew first. The Jews were the most likely to comprehend the gospel. Later on when He commissioned them in chapter 28 He will send them into all the world. Why offend Israel by extending the ministry to the Gentiles. These words, “lost sheep of the house of Israel” only appear in Matthew. I also see some practical application in this they started out small learning the ropes if you will. We all to often want to start out big & we are way over our head, hey just start reaching out where you are at. The Jews were the best prepared by the word of God, so the Lord sends them there first. 

Vs. 7-8a Here they were told what they were to do; preach & heal. The word preach is Kerusso some of you folks will remember that opera singer Enrico Caruso who could shatter a glass from 15 feet away with just his voice. These guys were to “sing out” the fact that the kingdom of God was at hand. It was at hand because the King was at hand. All to often I don’t sing out with clarity the scriptures, I mean to much of me is in the way. Hey we need to sing out Jesus to the world, we don’t have to dress Him up. They were to do all of this in the power the Lord had given them.

IV.) 8b-15 How To Go

Vs 8b-10 Here we are give how they were to do ministry, Freely in complete trust in the Lord to provide. Where God was guiding God was going to provide. It would be through the hospitality of others, yet with out them asking. Folks that is why we don’t take an offering here we trust God to lay it upon the hearts of those that come here to give as the Lord has given to them. Their needs were never to be given as payment for their services. Can you see these guys in the light of many in the church today? “Well, let me see, that was one eye that was restored, your daughter was healed from the flu & your mother who was paralyzed can now walk, that will be $10,000.” “But now don’t forget we will put you on our mailing list pray for you regularly & even put your name on one the bricks for our new building.” 

Vs. 11-15 Here they are told how they were to bare their testimony. They were to go only to those who wanted to hear the truth. To shake off the dust was an act of judgment upon ears that would not hear. There you have it the first part of being sent out. The great question ought to be are you willing to go? It is my prayer that just like the 144,000 we will be those who follow the Lamb where ever He goes!   

Matthew 10:16-42

“Behold, I Send You Out”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 16-20 Tough-minded & Tender-hearted

III.) 21-25 Hated By The World, Loved By God 

IV.) 26-33 Not Afraid To Speak Of His Love

V.) 34-42 Unattached To & Yourself & Attached To Jesus  
I.) Intro

Last time we looked at this section we saw Jesus specific words to the 12 disciple’s; His words were quite specific you will remember. He told them to only go to Israel not to the gentiles. As we come to this section His words are much broader verses 16 & 18 elude to the fact that they were to witness before the gentiles. We need to keep in mind that this section deal with those who are already His followers, thus this section concerns it’s self with the description of ministry. As an over view it can be summed up that to effective reach the world we need to see how loved by God we are & this will cause us not to be in love with ourselves.

II.) Vs. 16-20 Tough-minded & Tender-hearted

Vs. 16 Here we see the general instruction our Lord gives His disciple’s. In this verse He uses four animals to illustrate both the environment as will as the attitude of the believer.


A.) “Sheep in the midst of wolves”: Now most often we see that wolves are amongst sheep not the other way around. I’m not so sure that I would send sheep out to catch wolves unless they are bait. Sheep are defenseless animals they have no way of protecting themselves, thus they are completely dependent upon the shepherd. This reminds us that we too are to show that the “excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” Now that is the environment in which we find ourselves, but what about the attitude of the sheep? Jesus again uses two animals to show what the mental & emotional make up is to be


1.) “Wise as serpents”: Clearly what is being praised about the serpent is it’s wisdom. Now the word “wise” here means thoughtful, or discreet & implies a cautious character; showing practical skill & intelligence. Snakes do not have arms in legs in which to move around, they move around in stealth. They hide in all sorts of places. When I was a young boy we collected snakes. Most of them were put in out side cages, but we had this rare boa constrictor that had a cage in my older brothers room. Will one this 6’ snake escaped it’s cage. we looked for that snake for a week in the house & could not find it until one day as I was doing my chores of dumping the garbage I picked up my brother garbage & could barely left it, that’s where the snake was hiding out. Snakes to survive have to be tough minded. We sheep need to be tough minded in this world as to it’s ways we need to move around this world very discreetly least we get caught up in the ways of the world. If you are sheep in the midst of wolves then you had better learn how to move around without calling attention to yourself. We ought to be calling attention to our Lord not us!


2.) “Harmless as doves”: The word “harmless” means unmixed, innocent or simple. Doves have that quality to be tame easy to approach. Simply put we are to be tender hearted. What great qualities we have here tough-minded on the things of the world but tenderhearted towards the people of the world. Folks we need to be sheep that are transformed like this in our attitudes so that we can reach the world.

Vs. 17-18 Here we are told of the two fold way in which the world will attack them.


A.) Vs. 17 Councils & synagogues: The first place that they were to find opposition was in the religious arena. Organized religion has always be in opposition to the truth of grace. You can look through out history & find organized religion persecution true believers. It is interesting that we see the persecution from religion would be both private (councils) as well as public (synagogues). So Jesus is telling them this so that they won’t be surprised when organized religion comes at us for standing on the principals of truth. Now remember here that Jesus is speaking of being persecuted for His sake not for being obnoxious. I was talking to a couple one time that told me that they were under persecution from a grown son. when I asked why they told me they were living together & that the grown soon was calling them hypocrites. I informed them that this was not persecution it was conviction! 


B.) Vs. 18 Here the opposition will come from the government. Clearly this will happen during the tribulation period, but even today we see a heavy handiness against true believers by the government. 


Now with that said look at what Jesus has to say about all this:



1.) Vs.18b First, Jesus says that this opposition was really an opportunity. For it was meant as a testimony to them. Is God not great! He turns our opposition in to opportunities to speak of His love.



2.) Vs. 19 Second Jesus never gives you an opportunity if He does not give you the words to say. Now this is not a good reason to not study the word, but rather a reason to “hide His word in your heart”. There are a great many times that I’ve talked to someone & what I’m sharing is not prepared yet His words are there as He gives them to me. This is Jesus promise that He will bring back to remembrance the word that He has planted in your hearts.           



3.) Vs. 20 Not only will He give you the words to speak but it will be by His power. It is God that defends us not us who defends God. So here we see the promise of the anointing of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God. 

III.) 21-25 Hated By The World, Loved By God

Vs. 21 Here again we see the extent of persecution will even go over to that of families. Truly the gospel has divided many a family. My brother & I were talking about this just the other day that with certain family members the moment we start talking about our relationship with Jesus they get quite angry. Some persecution would even lead to death. During the reign of 10 Roman Emperors 175 million Christians were killed. 


Matthew quotes Micah here to prove his point. Isn’t interesting that the three forms of institutions God established in the world to promote truth; “religion, human government & the home will instead of promoting it will oppose it! 

Vs. 22 So oft times our commitment to Christ will bring about hatred. The story is told of a golf match of a very famous pro in a four-some with Gerald Ford, Jack Nicholas & Billy Graham. As the pro returned from the match he was cussing & walked off in an awful fuss. When one of the on lookers approached him to ask what happened he replied; “I don’t need that Billy Graham pushing his religion around me. After about an hour latter the same person anxious to find out what had taken place approached the pro again asking what t was that Billy Graham had said. The Pro turned around & said; “Why He did mention religion one time, I just had a bad round of golf!” You see it was not what Billy Graham said, but rather how he lives that caused this man to get so angry. As we stand for truth in how we live our lives people will get mad. 

Vs. 23 Here we see the scope that the world will go to persecute believers from city to city. Yet with that they are told to endure to the end. As I consider the early church & what they had to endure for their faith it makes me wonder about the church today. I have no doubt that if we had to endure such persecution the church in America would be much smaller, but it would be a lot healthier!


 Now this statement has caused many to wonder at it’s meaning. Did He mean that He would come back before the disciple’s would have a chance to evangelize the cites of Israel? If  that is the case He was wrong. Our could He be speaking of His judgment Jerusalem that fell upon the city in A.D. 70? Perhaps He is speaking of the transfiguration which happened before they reached every city. Or maybe it refers to Pentecost? Now I also see here that perhaps He is speaking of the fact that Israel will not know Him until after the rapture of the church, clearly something that is back by Revelations! 


In the context it appears to me to be the simplest interpretation might be the best, namely that the evangelism of Israel will not be complete before the end of the present age.

Vs. 24-25 We ought not to expect to be treated any better then Jesus was. Beelzebub was a Philistine god who was worshipped by the people in the region known as the Gaza strip. The place is infested with flies so they made this god called the lord of the flies. So Jesus is saying that if they call Me demon possessed then they will call you the same. Folks we don’t out rank our master. We ought to count it a privilege to be called the same as our Lord!  

IV.) 26-33 Not Afraid To Speak Of His Love

Vs. 26-28 Three times in these words Jesus tells them not to be afraid, but rather be bold. Folks God has not called any of us to be part of the “Secret service”. We ought not to fear confessing Him before men. Why?


A.) Vs. 26-27 Because God will one day reveal the secrets of men’s hearts. He will expose all the lies the world offers. So we need not worry about pleasing men only speaking the truth in love. All to many of us our more concerned about what people say of rather then what God has to say about us! 


B.) Vs. 28 We can be bold because the world can only do one thing to us, kill us. Now hold on you say that is a pretty bid deal. No not really, for to die is to be at home with the Lord so all the world can do to me is send me home to a place where He will wipe away every tear from my eyes, where I will enjoy the presence of His love for all eternity. Folks there is only One person in who we should fear & that is the Lord & by fear I mean reverence, for if I fear Him He cancels out all my other fears! Hell is the word Gehenna which the place of eternal destruction after death. Now notice what follows this is God proclaiming His love & protection for us.


C.) Vs. 29-31 We are of great value to the Lord. We are told in Luke’s gospel that two sparrows were sold for farthing which was 1/16 of a days wage; in fact they offered a bargain you could purchase 5 for 1/8 of a days wage. Yet not one of them falls to the ground apart from the Father seeing it happen. So every detail of those little birds life is in His loving hand.


Next He tells them that every hair on their head is numbered, not just counted but numbered individually. I heard a story of a man who had wronged a good many people so he went to a wise man in the area & asked what he could do to right the wrongs he had committed. The wise man said; “Go & place a feather on every door that you have wronged then come back to see me.” Well the guy did so & it took a great amount of time & when he came back he asked what he need to do next. “Go back & remove all the feathers”, he was told. Impossible for the winds have scattered them all over the area. Is it not great to know that God has scattered all our sins away. What great value we have before the Lord so with that we can be bold in speaking of Him! 


D.) Vs. 32-33 God honors those who honor Him. The word confess here means more then just to make a statement, it means to make a statement with your life. Jesus is not saying that we will not go to heaven here He is speaking of receiving the benefits of that relationship. Folks there are two judgment seats one for salvation the other for rewards. Personally I want to be faithful to the One who has been so faithful to me. We need not fear people if we fear the Lord. Jesus calls us publicly we ought to be able to proclaim Him publicly. If you or I were on trial for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict us? 

V.) 34-42 Unattached To & Yourself & Attached To Jesus

Vs. 34-39 Here we see the secret to witnessing for the Lord, death to self. Jesus must come before our love for our own household. Anything else would be idolatry. 


Notice here that Jesus speaks of the cross. Folks the cross is not some personal trial you are going through the cross is an instrument of death. The person took up the cross only for one reason & that was to die. There were no appeals, no compromise no looking back only looking forward to the new life! So Jesus is saying that you only gain life by loosing this old life! So let me ask are you warring the cross of death to yourself & life in Him? For losers are the ones who protect their own self interest & winners are the ones who live for Jesus’ interests. Today, we often say when we are stressed out; “Man I’m loosing it”. We ought to say then good right on I hope you loose it completely!

Vs. 40-42 Here we see that we see that we are to be a blessing to others. When people are people receive us then they are receiving the Lord through us. If they receive us as a spokes men for the Lord that will give them a reward. If they receive us as a righteous man that will give them a reward, even if they just help us on our way that will bring them something. Folks you all share in Gods work when you support it, it is that simple.  

Matthew 11:1-15

“Jesus & John”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-3 Are You The Coming One?

III.) Vs. 4-6 Blessed Are Those Who Are Not Stumbled 

IV.) Vs. 7-10 Who Is John?

V.) Vs. 11-15 Three Things About John  
I.) Intro

Matthew presents Jesus as the King of Israel & more then that as King of Kings. As we come to this chapter as well as the next one we have come to a major change in this book. Up too now their has been little opposition, but here we see what the people thought of Jesus. All of what Jesus did & taught are challenged by the people. We will see four attitudes of people towards Jesus, the first of which is seen in John the Baptist; that of confusion.


I believe a great many people are confused about Jesus usually when their expectations don’t come to pass they begin to think of Jesus in a wrong light. The story is told of a family who had great expectations for their daughter. They had hoped that one day she would marry a rich doctor.  Upon graduation from college she decided to join the Peace corps for a few years. Just before her term was up she had meet a man & got married so she sent a telegram announcing her marriage & the time of their arrival & the fact that the man was a doctor. With great excitement the parents arrived at the airport gate to see their daughter & her new husband the “doctor”. As she emerged down the plane she was arm & arm with a native man 7 feet tall with feathers, beads, sculls of animals & a bone through his nose. As they approached the mother fainted & her father bent down to attend to his wife. So there they all were around the mother when the father turned looking right at his daughter & said; “Honey, we said RICH doctor, not WITCH doctor. 
Wrong expectations can reek havoc on our faith in the Lord as we shall see.  

II.) Vs. 1-3 Are You The Coming One?

Vs. 1 This verse would probably be bettered served at the end of the last chapter rather then at the beginning of this one. Be that as it may, it is interesting that we see here that while the disciples were out ministering in the communities two by two Jesus went to their cities to teach & preach. He would say later that a prophet was not without honor except in his own town so Jesus went to their towns. 


I suppose it is true you go to some retreat & you hear the person say something & man does it impact your life, but hey I’ve been saying the same thing to you for years. So what’s the difference? Will you know me, you see my life & you can say; “Well that’s just Dale he is always saying things like that.” 

Vs.2-3 By this time John was in prison in the fortress of Machaerus for telling Herod Antipas that it was not right that he should marry Herodias who he had an adulterous relationship with while she was still married to Philip, his brother.


 So John sat there in prison hearing the stories about what Jesus was doing & yet nothing of what he had expected had happened. We only need to look back to chapter 3:10-12 to see what John the Baptist expected to happen. Why, he expected Jesus to come purge those who said they believed & did not practice the truth. He thought the ax was going to come at the root & fire was going to take care of the chaff. Instead came the reports of Jesus’ love & compassion upon the sick, & forgiveness to sinners, this was not at all what he had thought. John had announced Jesus as the Messiah who’s reign had been for told of in the scriptures.


Going to John 1: 29-36 it is clear that John the Baptist knew that Jesus was the Messiah, but at the same time did not fully grasp the work to which Jesus would do, especially the timing of that work. So John sends these two disciple’s to ask for clarification. 


Perhaps you have felt like this as you struggle with what you are going through; thinking that Jesus should do something to relieve your circumstances yet it has not happened & you begin to wonder if you have missed something about Jesus. It is the absence of John’s expectations being fulfilled that has caused this difficulty. John’s problem was not with the person of Jesus it was with His method. I submit to you that this is our problem as well. We grasp “Who” He is, but often falter on His methods of making us more like Himself!  

III.) Vs. 4-6 Blessed Are Those Who Are Not Stumbled

Vs. 4 Notice how Jesus corrects this:


A.) Vs. 4a First as to the method of correction: He is gentile He does not blast John for his miss understanding of His methods. No, it is; “Go tell John”. Not, “Go tell that lame brain.” I bet there was love & compassion in the tone of his voice. There was not any shaking of His head, no hint of condemnation, just complete understanding & love. Is it not interesting that John struggled with Jesus methods of love to establish the kingdom yet it was this love that He now employs upon John who is struggling with the methodology. I bet John received it much better then he would of if Jesus would of been harsh! The scriptures tell us that a soft answer turns away wrath!


B.) Vs. 4b Simple observation: “Tell John the problem is not in his observation of my methods, but rather in his interpretation of them.” That is what Jesus is inferring as  

He says; “Tell John the things which you hear & see.” 


C.) Vs. 5 Here Jesus seems to remind John of His power displayed in acts of service, but more then that Jesus in quoting two verses combines them & does not quote them fully.



1.) Isa. 35:4-6 “Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert.” Jesus does not say the first part of this verse nor the last part. John did not see that semi colon before “He will come & save you.”



2.) Isa. 61:1-2 “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,” Again Jesus quotes only part of this & John did not see the comma before the “the day of vengeance of our God.” 

There is a time frame that John does not see which is there none the less. John was confused about the method because he did not understand Gods timing. Yes Jesus will Judge, yes he will deliver but first He must seek & save that which is lost. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve done just what John does here miss interpreted Jesus based upon not understanding His timing in my life. His timing is perfect & his ways are above my ways. It is not enough to trust Who Jesus is we must trust When he does What He does, for He always has our best interest in mind! 

Vs 6 What a great encouragement this statement is. “If you are not able at this time to understand how, why or when I’m going to accomplish what I have said I am going to do, don’t allow your heart to be stumbled or halted in your trust of Me.” Joy comes as we trust Him through our weakness not allowing our inability to understand to halt our trust. Folks our trust is not based upon our understanding or even our experience it is based upon His character which is revealed in the scripture. 

IV.) Vs. 7-10 Who Is John?

Vs. 7 Notice that Jesus waits until John’s disciple’s have left before he says anything? Jesus is going to protect John’s reputation here but it’s not for John’s ears. I like this because it reveals what Jesus thought about John. Now I’m inclined to think that when the disciple’s came back to tell John that he probable felt bad about his question. Yet Jesus thinks the world of him. So how does that relate to you? Well maybe just maybe you have screwed up before & you are fumbling around in your Christian life & all of the sudden you get it straight & you start thinking the Lord probably thinks I’m a real idiot. No, He just loves you. I’m always talking about my kids how great they are & all & don’t tell them that because they well get big heads, but I’m real proud of both of them. Does that mean they don’t mess up? Come on now you have met them, it just means that who they are in Christ is greater then their failures!


So was this John the Baptist? Well Jesus is going to give us a character study of him:


A.) “A reed shaken by the wind?” Was John some guy that was always flipping back & forth in his positions? No! John did not care about the latest public opinion polls. John was not a reed, he was the wind shaking the reeds! John stood up for what is right no matter what the cost. I kind of think of Ken Star! John was no man-pleaser. So John’s question did not come from fear of men or the out come of the situation. 


B.) Vs. 8 “Did you go out to see a man clothed in soft garments.” Was John some guy who lived in the lap of luxury was his message popular with the in crowd? No, those people live in palaces not prisons! This guy wore camel hair clothes ate grasshoppers & honey. His message was not compromised it did not bring him income or wealth. John was not a guy spurned because his gravy train had ended, it never started. As look out today on the land scape of pulpits far to many of them could answer yes to the above descriptions!


C.) Vs. 9-10 John was more then a spokes men for God he was the one who was designated to herald the coming of the Messiah. Then the quote of Isa. 40:3 & Mal. 3:1. John’s ministry was the climax of the law & the prophets. All that they spoke of coming he introduced in the words; “Behold, the lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.” John was more then a prophet because he was the fulfillment of prophecy. Second, all the other prophets look forward too the messiah John looked into His eyes. these two things make him greater then any other O.T. prophet. 

V.) Vs. 11-15 Three Things About John

Here we will see that Jesus notes three things about John’s work:


1.) Vs. 11a Greater because of personal significance more then all others that came before him. John wrote no book, did no miracle, started no movement; yet Jesus says that he was greater then Abraham, David & all the other prophets. Why? Simply because he introduced personally the Messiah. 



Note: Vs. 11b With that said Jesus says that those who are born again are greater then him. Again what does he mean? Greater not in personal accomplish, but rather greater in the since of personal benefits. John was like Mosses who took Israel to the promised land, but never got to go in himself. It is not moral stature, devotion, or service, but privilege that Jesus is talking of here. 


2.) Vs. 12-13   Greater because of spiritual significance. He was the herald of the Messiah. Though he may of not got the benefits of the New covenant He none the less proclaimed it. 


Note: What does it mean this kingdom suffering violence & the violent taking it by force? Well it can mean one of two things:



A.) It could mean that the kingdom is attacked by violent men.



B.) Or it could mean that those who come into the kingdom have to do so by aggressively going after it. 

Both are true so you can take your pick! 


3.) Vs. 14-15 Great because he was prophetically significant: John was not actually Elijah, but he did come in the spirit & power of him. Thus John was a partial fulfillment of Mal. 4:5. 

Matthew 11:16-30

“Rejecting The Invitation”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 16-19 What Do You Want In A Savior?

III.) Vs. 20-24 Rejecting The Mighty Works 

IV.) Vs. 25-30 A Promise To Babes

I.) Intro

Last week we saw how John was confused about Jesus, not because of who He was but rather the methods that Jesus used did not fit John’s expectations. John’s was a crisis of faith but an honest one. This morning we shall some that are not so honest & Jesus’ denunciation of them as well all His invitation to all the world. What we see here is the reasons most people reject Christianity. They reject it because they do not like the way in which the truth is delivered. It is not for lack of truth it is rather because of the truth that people reject. Can you imagine this morning someone rejecting medical help that could save their life simple because they did not like the person  who was there to help? What is even more amazing to me is Jesus’ invitation in spite of this to all people.

II.) Vs. 16-19 What Do You Want In A Savior?

Vs. 16-17 After defending John the Baptist Jesus now moves on to speak on how the people did not know what they wanted. There is such a thing in the unbelieving world as a critical heart. People who are just not happy no matter what you do. 


It seems that Jesus refers to a game the children would play. They would get together to play a game that would be full of energy & singing, then some would not wish to play wanting rather to play some thing more serious which the first group would not join. 


Jesus & John were radically different in style yet they each called for the same thing & both were rejected because the people did not like the way in which they ministered. Jesus’ point here is that what the people rejected was the truth they just attacked the messengers because they did not like the message. What ever was played they would just sit on the side lines & complain. 


Folks, there really is only one reason people reject Christianity, accountability! Some people complain that Christianity is to rigid others say that it’s too joyful & not serious enough. 

Vs. 18-19 Here we see the contrast between the two & the rejection of both.


They said of John that he was crazy & of Jesus they complained that He was to liberal. Wisdom is know it’s actions, (children). It’s not wise to reject John or Jesus on style but on content!  Truth will always justify it’s self regardless of a persons attitude towards it. These folks would not repent with John nor rejoice with Jesus, instead they just complained. It is so comforting to me to realize that the only One I need to make sure I make happy is Jesus! 

III.) Vs. 20-24 Rejecting The Mighty Works

Vs. 20-22 Here Jesus rebukes the cities in which most of His mighty works were done. 


Note: Here is the first time in this gospel we see judgment being issued by Jesus. “Woe” means judgment but it also implies pity & sorrow. How tragic that the cities that saw the most of the work of Christ rejected Him none the less. It goes against modern wisdom that asks about the “Pigmy in Africa”. We also see that allot of what Jesus did was not recorded. We have no record of what Jesus did in Chorazin. We know that it is in the region of Galilee, but that is all. Bethsaida is where Peter, Andrew & Philip had followed Him. Yet they were places where Jesus spent a great amount of time. Compared to the gentile cities of Tyre & Sidon. Yet says Jesus; “it will be more tolerable in the day of judgment...for them.” With greater light comes greater responsibility! 

Vs. 23-24 Capernaum was the most blessed of all because as we have seen Jesus made His ministry home their. Five of the Ten miracles recorded in Matthew 8-9 happen in Capernaum. If you go to this area in Israel today you will notice something odd about these regions. The land is beautiful & looks like they would make beautiful spots for cities, yet all that is left are the ruins of the cities mentioned here. That is like a great many hearts wonderful potential yet nothing living in there. 


Here again many people claim that if they could just be given a bit more light they would believe not so. We also see based upon this text that there will be varied degrees of judgment in the end & that judgment will be based upon revelation & understanding of who Christ is. There has never before in the history of the world been a country with greater knowledge of the person & work of Jesus then the U.S. Folks the knowledge of something with out the application of it just makes you responsible!  

IV.) Vs. 25-30 A Promise To Babes

Vs. 25-27 Upon all of this rebuke of the rejection of Him & John Jesus praises those who do receive Him. It the truth is so easy to comprehend that even a child can understand it, but because of that many times those who are full of themselves can not receive it. The Father can only be known through the Son. Jesus is the only way you can come to understand who God is for if you have seen Him then you have seen the Father. A great many people want to drop Jesus out of Christianity. It is His work & what that work stands for that rubs people the wrong way. Yet with out His work on the cross the we have no access to the Father. 

Vs. 28-30 Here in this great promise & invitation we spend some time looking at it in depth.


1.) First from our perspective is a three fold call:


A.) Come to Me: We see that true salvation is found not in religion, but rather in a person. What this means is that we must trust Him in order to come to Him. The story is told of a fire in the second story house where a young boy was trapped in his room. The father was down below telling his young soon to jump out the window into his waiting arms, but because of the smoke the boy could not see his father & would not jump. Finally the situation become so desperate that there was no time to waist the boy had to jump are he would parish in the flames. The boy again said he could not jump because he could not see his father to which the father wisely replied it’s OK son you don’t have to see me because I can see you. Folks that is what we are trusting in, not our ability but His! 



B.) Take My Yoke upon you: This is a deeper experience then just coming. Jesus goes on to say that His yoke is easy & burden is light. This is a great word picture. Oxen were teamed together with a yoke that harnessed them. The pair was chosen to be put together on the fact that oxen will pull only together if one is stronger then the other. If they are both lead oxen then they will pull apart. The yoke was always made heavier on the lead oxen side. The heavy end was always placed upon the stronger animal. 


The yoke is perfection or holiness found in trying to live by the law that is what it meant in that day, “the yoke of the law” implied intense study of the law  &  obedience to it to gain acceptance by God. To which Jesus says His yoke is “easy”. The word “easy” in verse 30 means “well fitted”. Jesus offers every person trying to live right with God based upon self effort rest. Why, because He carries the burden of the law upon the yoke of His cross which was tailor-made for us! He carries the heavy side all we must do is let Him lead & follow Him!



C.) Learn from Me: This is the only one of the three responses that is a process the first two are something that we do in an instant, but learning is something that takes the rest of our lives. Notice what we are to learn; “I am gentle & lowly in heart”. What is gentleness or meekness? It is strength under control! Folks we find rest for our soles not just for eternity but right here & now when we come to understand His nature. When come & lay our head upon His shoulder. Placing our burden down & let Him carry it. 


2.) Now from Jesus perspective.



A.) I: This promise is from God, it is not a religion it is a relationship. Jesus does not promise something that He Himself will not deliver.



B.) Will: This promise is based upon His faithfulness not ours. Jesus has never broken a promise. This alone ought to brings rest to our souls.



C.) Give:  This promise is free, it is a gift. Jesus does not sell His rest, He does not merely speak of it, He gives it away! 



D.) You:  This promise is personal. Not only personal but universal, for He says come “all you”. Is that not amazing? He calls those who are wiped out, messed up, down trodden. Even if the reason they are so is of their own doing. The great question this week has been whether or not the American people will forgive Bill Clinton. May I just say that the greater question ought to be if Bill Clinton will come to Jesus & find rest for his soul! Are you tired of carrying your burden around? Do you want to find rest? Then you must Come, take, & learn!

Communion   

Matthew 12:1-21

“Lord of Rest & Man”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-8 Rest Outside

III.) Vs. 9-13 Rest Inside 

IV.) Vs. 14-21 Two Responses To His Rest

I.) Intro

The Story is told of a bone-weary father who came home late one evening.  It had been one of those unbelievable days of pressure, deadlines, and demands.  He looked forward to a time of relaxation and quietness.  Exhausted, he picked up the evening paper and headed for his favorite easy chair by the fireplace. About the time he got his shoes untied, into his lap dropped his five-year-old son. “Dad.  Let's play!" He loved his boy dearly, but his need for a little time all alone was, for the moment, a greater need than time with Junior.  But how could he maneuver it? There had been a recent moon probe and the newspaper carried a huge picture of earth. With a flash of much-needed insight, the dad asked his boy to bring a pair of scissors and some transparent tape. Quickly, he cut the picture of earth into various shapes and sizes, then handed the pile of homemade jigsaw puzzle pieces to him. “Tape it all back together, son, then we'll play, okay?" Off scampered the child to his room as dad breathed a sigh of relief.  In less than ten minutes the boy bounded back with everything taped perfectly in place.  Stunned, the father asked: "How'd you do it so fast, Son?" "Aw, it was easy, Daddy.  You see, there is this picture of a man on the back of the sheet.  And when you put the man together, the world comes together." Jesus had just spoke on how to put man back together, the key was coming to Him, attaching or yoking yourself to Him & learning of Him & His character. All this was spoken within the context of the promise of rest. Now we come to more opposition & the first time where we are told that Pharisees planed to kill Jesus. All of this you will find had to do with His statements concerning the Sabbath. 


To understand this we need to understand the significance of the Sabbath, as well as what it had become. The Sabbath was of divine institution. Two reasons are given for its observance in Israel:


1.) God’s resting on the seventh day of creation (Gen. 2:2, Exodus 20:8-11) 


2.) Israel’s having been a “slave in the land of Egypt” and having been brought “out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm” (Deuteronomy 5:15). 


Latter the Sabbath was instituted by Moses in Exodus 16:23-29. It was a means of binding together more closely the chosen people and keeping them apart from the rest of mankind. The 7th day was the day Israel was called to be sanctified to the Lord its God, because God blessed and hallowed the day at the creation by resting on it. Simply put the Sabbath was a means of grace by which the Lord provided man rest from that which burdened him.


Upon hearing Jesus’ promise of rest, the Pharisees would of thought; “We don’t need any rest for we have the Sabbath.” The Scribes had devoted 24 chapters to what they called instructions for keeping the Sabbath. There are 39 major categories with 100’s of subcategories just on the topic of what constituted work. The day was to be a day set aside for joy & delighting in the Lord, but the people were so concerned about what was keeping & what was breaking it that there was no rest or delight in the Lord. For instance, it was permissible to carry a chair across the lawn, but if it was dragged & left a mark then there was a chance that it could cut a blade of grass or put a rut in the lawn & it was forbidden to plow or to cut the grass. So you can see all the confusion over this day & it’s rules.  

II.) Vs. 1-8 Rest Outside

Vs. 1-2 We must again remember that Matthew presents Jesus as the King, thus this is not in chronological order, it is presented to establish Jesus reign over all of life. 


Vs.1) What Matthew does here is give some insight into how this group lived. They were traveling on the Sabbath & were close by grain fields & the disciples started pulling off some of the grain & eating it. Why? Because they were hungry. But why were they hungry? Because they were following the King who had said in 8:20 that “Foxes have holes & the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay His head.” Jesus was so poor that He had nothing to feed these men save that which was provided by the road side. They were all about the Fathers business & they were not concerned about what they were to eat when they got hungry there was some grain close by & they began to eat. 


I love the simplicity of the lives of this group. Don’t you see how this life enabled them to be others centered. The more complicated our lives become the more self-centered we become. Comfort breeds conceit; I know that is not what we want to hear but it is true. The more we have the more we worry about what we have. These men had nothing save the Creator of the universe & they were content. Paul would write years latter about this in his life in 1 Tim. 6: 6 “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.”


Vs.2) There are two great questions that come up in this verse.



A.) From the perspective of the law as it related to the Pharisees: What were they doing observing Jesus in the first place? One of the laws concerning the Sabbath was that they were not to travel more then 3,000 feet from their homes, clearly something they were breaking in order to catch Jesus at what they perceived to be breaking the law.


That’s the way Pharisitical types always are. They go out of the way to catch some poor brother who is under grace because he is not warring a suit with a tie, yet in so doing it they act with such pride & arrogance that they clearly are not of the spirit of God. 



B.) As this relates to their complaint: Were these guys breaking the law? In Deut. 23: 24-25 there were provisions made for travelers. They could pluck the heads of grain with their hands, but they could not use a sickle. So this was not theft it was lawful.


Also notice that these guys had just started this when the Pharisees made their complaint; verse 1 says they had “began” to pluck the heads of grain. These guys were just looking for something to complain about.


Notice as well the affiliation already established between the disciple’s & Jesus. There is no mention of Him doing this, only His followers, yet their complaint is at Jesus. Jesus had no problem with what they were doing & He is proud to defend them. Is that not great to be doing something that other question you for & the Lord defends you! 

Vs. 3-8 Here we are given Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees, it is given in a three fold argument from the perspective a King, priest & prophet. Then He declares something that made them mad enough to seek to kill Him, that He was over their Sabbath.


Vs. 3-4) You will find this story in 1 Sam 21:1-6. David the true King was fleeing the false king Saul & they became real hungry so they came to the house of God & ate the show bread which was not lawful for them to eat, more then that David gave some to his men to eat as well. David was a man after Gods own heart, David did this & not a person ever said it was wrong. Human need is greater then ceremonial rituals. Love is greater then law, relationship greater then rituals. 


Vs. 5-6)This argument comes from Num. 28:9-10 where the priests worked on the Sabbath. If all work on the Sabbath was wrong then how could they justify the priest work? Jesus then declares that He is greater then the temple. If the priests could break the law for the service in the temple & it was of then surely serving the Lord which is greater then the temple would be OK.   


Vs. 7-8) Here Jesus quotes the Prophet Hosea 6:6. Hosea was telling Israel that what God looks at is mercy not sacrifice. If a man brings a sacrifice & there is no mercy in his heart then his sacrifice is an abomination. The Pharisees were more interested in the outward where God is more interested in the inward. 


Then Jesus declares that he is greater then the Sabbath, the day of rest, for He gives rest to men’s soles. In fact that is what they were doing when they took a break to pluck the grain. The most sacred symbol of the nation was the Sabbath & Jesus declares that they have missed the point of it for it was about mercy not sacrifice. It is about resting in Him, finding joy in being with the Lord. Folks we are at rest only in as much as we are enjoying fellowship with Jesus. Christianity is not about what we do for the Lord it is about enjoying Him, worshipping Him; for that is the sole basis of our service.

III.) Vs. 9-13 Rest Inside

Vs. 9-10 Again we have the scene that leads up to Jesus’ defense of His actions.


Vs.9) Notice the words “their synagogue”. It was not our or the. At first it was the house of God now it was their church. How tragic when a church is no longer His house it is so & so’s church. When a church becomes more interested in it’s programs & what it does that it identifies with these more then it does with Him, then it is no longer His church it is theirs. God forbid we should ever be that way. Calvary Chapel ought to always be a place, no matter where we meet or how many attend, that seeks to love, exalt, & worship Jesus.


Vs.10) Sometimes the enemies of Jesus do Him more good then they do harm. What a compliment they give the Lord here. There is a man with a withered hand & then there is Jesus & they know that He is the type of person who is going to heal him. They were looking for something to accuse Him & in so doing they complemented Him. 


Now their regulations said that you could do nothing that promoted healing for that would be work. If a person was bleeding you could only cover the wound, but you could not put on anything that might help keep out infection for that would be healing.

Vs. 11-13 Now we come to His reply. He answers their question by asking them a question. 


1.) Notice that Jesus implies ownership of the sheep. He says; “What man among you who HAS one sheep..” Simply put they rescue the sheep because it is theirs. Now in the context of this Jesus is saying that mankind is His. He is their creator & He cares for His sheep.  Folks Jesus is more then just Lord over the Sabbath He is Lord over mankind as well. If they would do so for a sheep that they own how much more right is it for Jesus who is Lord over mankind to heal those who are His sheep? 


2.) It is unlawful not to do good. That is what He says here doing right is never out of season. He is the owner of mankind & he has come to rescue them from the pit & set them free from the things that bind them, to not do so would be evil. 


3.) To demonstrate His Lordship He tells the man with the withered hand to stretch it forth. Suppose now you were that man & your hand was the one withered. Would you look at the Lord & say; “Gee, Jesus, I would like to but I can’t for my hand is withered!” I hope you would not. This man does just what Jesus tells him to do 7 his hand is made whole. 


How many times does the Lord tell us to stretch out our withered lives & we tell Him we can’t. Won’t you just stretch forth your lives that He might touch them?   

IV.) Vs. 14-21 Two Responses To His Rest 

Vs. 14 Religion hates relationship. The Pharisees started to plan on how they could kill Jesus. 


Vs. 15) Next we see the response of sinners; great multitudes followed Him.



A.) Yet He did two things in response of their rejection:




1.) He withdrew: That is He was waiting on the Fathers timing.




2.) He healed them all: All on the Sabbath. Is that not great He touched them all for He was Lord & cared for them as sheep without a shepherd. 


Vs. 16) He wants them not to advertise this fact about Him. Jesus always ministered in such away that the Father got the glory. Today I see these guys & all they do is try to take the credit for “their” healing ministry. Oh how sad!

Vs. 17-21 This is a quote from Isa. 42. It speaks of Jesus. 


Notice verse 20. Reeds were used for little flutes they would pick them put a few holes in them & make music. But a bent or bruised reed was of no value. Yet Jesus did not destroy them. Flax was used for wicks in lanterns to shed light. One that smoked would not shed light. Yet Jesus would not quench it. Judgment had not yet come so we see the patience of God. Perhaps you are like these reeds or this flax. Jesus won’t through you out or put you ought. No He will be patient & heal you until He can play beautiful music through. He won’t snuff out your smoke He will instead fan you into a flame until you bring light to the world!

Matthew 12:22-37

“Could This Be The Son Of David?”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 22-30 By Who’s Authority?

III.) Vs. 31-37 The Unpardonable Sin 

I.) Intro

As you will remember from last week Jesus is dealing with opposition to His ministry. Last week it was over His breaking the religious rules of the Sabbath this week the opposition centers around His authority. Having said that He was over the day of rest & over man the only thing they could now do is question His authority. 


The story is told of a W.W. II armada off the Northern Atlantic in search of German U-boats. One evening, several of the pilots took off from the carrier & were told that they needed to be back by a certain time. One of the leaders of the squadron purposely stayed out longer hoping to spot more of the enemy. As the sun set a German armada entered the area. The U.S. fleet was in serious trouble for they were out-manned & out-gunned. The only way to survive was to keep radio silence. As the fuel of these planes began to run low the pilots began to radio for help, but there was no reply. Finally believing they were in the right area they radio a simple but profound message; “Turn on the lights, Turn on the lights!” But the lights never went on & in horror the men on the ships watched as one by one the planes crashed in the icy Northern Atlantic. To turn on the lights would have jeopardized the lives of all the other service men. 


Folks there will come a time in the lives of those who refuse to trust in Jesus where they will no longer hear the Spirit of God calling them. In effect they will cry out for some one to turn on the lights & no lights will come on. That is the case with the Pharisees 7 their hard hearts. 
II.) Vs. 22-30 By Who’s Authority?

Vs. 22 Here we see the occasion that brought forth the responses seen in verses 23-24. This was a most difficult case for the man had three things that afflicted him:


A.) demon-possessed: This was not something that the religious establishment could not do, but it was something that required more time then Jesus took. 


B.) Blind: More then just being demon-possessed this man had physical damage that were irreversible. 


C.) Mute: To make matters worse the possessed man could not speak. It was the practice of that time when there was a person possessed that you would ask the demon it’s name for you had to use it’s name in the incarnation, but in the case of a mute will the name would not be known.


So the result of Jesus’ encounter with this man is that he is made whole & all of the damage done him is reversed. Simply put this case was a case that the Pharisees could do nothing to help. 


Now folks a great many of us face issues that we think nothing can be done. I want you to notice that this man did not come to Jesus he was brought. Do you know of people who are missed up? I mean they have seen “professional” & still they are the same. Bring them to Jesus!

Vs. 23-24 This miracle produces two responses upon unbelievers.


    A.) Vs. 23 First, upon the multitudes, they are amazed & they begin to wonder if this may be the hoped for messiah. Be careful here; they do not say that Jesus is the Son of David; they asked if it could be. They are moved by the Spirit of Gods work in this miracle to question their minds as to who Jesus might be. The multitudes see the work of Christ they know that such a work can not be produced by their religion & they are forced to think beyond their religion to the hope of that religion the Messiah. 


B.) Vs. 24 Second, it produces blasphemy. I believe that it was upon hearing the questioning of the multitudes that the Pharisees huddled & came up with an explanation to counter the question. There could be only one other explanation as far as power & authority were concerned, if the work which Jesus had just done was not of God then the only other power known to them was the devil. These guys were seeing the possibility of their hold upon the people slip away. The people were already coming to Him for healing & such what if they no longer needed the Pharisees? Beelzebub was the name of a Canaanite god by this time the name was used to describe the ruler of the Abyss the place where demons dwelt. 

Vs. 25-30 What we have here is the response of Jesus to the Pharisees assertion that He worked miracles by the power & authority of Satan.


A.) Vs. 25-26 Jesus first response is to tell them that such an assertion is illogical. Why would Satan cast out Satan? If Satan was casting himself out of man then he was defeating himself, thus his kingdom would not last. The Pharisees would need to explain how Satan would benefit from doing such a thing. 


Note: Jesus does affirm that Satan has a kingdom, He will also affirm that Satan posses men. He also seems to affirm that the Jewish exorcists were at least in some cases successful, verse 27. 


B.) Vs. 27 The next argument Jesus uses is that such an assertion against must be made as well against their own practice. In other words to assert that He is in league with the devil is to say the same about those among them that were casting out demons as well. That of coarse was not what any of them were ready to say. It is hypocritical to accuse some one of doing something by the power of the devil when they themselves were doing the same thing & claiming it was by God. So Jesus points out that they need to ask themselves the same question. 

Vs. 28-29 Here Jesus has them cornered. Since there can be only two possibilities of power & authority. And they have ruled out Satan’s then the only conclusion that can be made is that Jesus did His work of casting out demons by the Spirit of God. That being true then the Kingdom of God was upon them & He was none other then the Messiah. 


For Jesus to do what He did he would have to be more then equal to Satan He would have to have defeated him. That’s the argument Jesus uses here in verse 29. Satan is cast out by the Spirit of God. Folks it is the cross that has bound the strong man for you & I. The shed blood of Jesus has enabled us to enter in to his house & proclaim liberty to the captives. 

Vs. 30 There can be no middle ground on what you think of Jesus. Years ago the Dubbie Brothers did a song in response to the Jesus movement of the 70’s it’s title “Jesus is just all right with me.” Their point was not before Jesus or against Him. May I just say that you according to this verse don’t have that option. There are only two types of people in the world & they are easy to distinguish because they have two different missions. Jesus says; “Those that are with Him who gather & those that are against Him who scatter.” You right now are either on one side or the other you can not be in the middle. The clear understanding as to be able to determine what side you are on is based upon the central activity of your life. It is not what you say that determines what side you are on it is what you are doing. You are either gathering people towards Jesus or you are scattering them away. You can not confuse the essential differences of these two kingdoms. To say I’m with Christ & not be involved in gathering is an impossibility. 

III.) Vs. 31-37 The Unpardonable Sin

Vs. 31-32 Based upon what He just said Jesus now warns the Pharisees that they are in danger of committing the unpardonable sin. Now every sin we have ever committed can be forgiven. That is great news. It can be forgiven based upon agreeing with God that it is sin, receiving His payment of death as our penalty & accepting His love for us as the sole reason for forgiveness. Now I don’t know about you, but I am thankful for the truth of this. Yet it is clear that Jesus is now saying that there is one sin that can not, will not be forgiven a person.  


A.) Blasphemy against the Spirit: Clearly in the context of this passage it is knowingly attributing the work of the Spirit of God, which is gathering in nature, to the work of Satan, which is scattering in nature. 


In John 15: 26 Jesus declares "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” So the work of the Holy Spirit is to testify of WHO Jesus is. How did He do this? Well one way is but the working of miracles. Do you see now then what the blasphemy against the Spirit is? To know by way of the Holy Spirit who Jesus is & then to reject that testimony is blasphemy. Why? Because there is nothing more the Holy Spirit can do for a person intellectual comprehends who Jesus is but still does not want to receive Him as such. Perhaps you are here & you know who Jesus is & you don’t want to commit your life to Him, may I just warn you that you are in danger. 


The story is told of a man who was a bit of a scoundrel in his community. He had broken several laws & was afraid that one day someone would come after him to take him to court. Sure enough one day there was a knock at his door & as he peaked through the window he saw that it was a lawyer that he knew in town so he ducked out the back door. A week or so later he received a letter in the mail declaring that the lawyer wanted to deliver in person an important paper. Well the man just knew that it was a subpoena. For 14 years the man refused all registered mail ducked out the back doors of places all avoiding this lawyer. Finally the life style this man was leading caught up with him & he was hospitalized with terminal cancer & given only a few weeks to live. The door of his hospital room opened & there in the door way stood the lawyer face to face with the man he was trying to give the letter to for 14 years. The old man just started laughing at the lawyer. “Go ahead serve me with your dumb old subpoena”, he said. “I’ll be dead in a few days any way.” The lawyer replied, “Subpoena?” “I don’t have a subpoena, I’ ve been trying to give you a document for 14 years that proved that you were the sole heir to your relatives 45 million dollar estate.” Folks, there may come a time when it is to late for you if you continue to reject Gods free offer of grace. 
 Vs. 33-37 The words of these Pharisees showed the depravity of their hearts. All of us ought to be inspecting the fruit of our lives. These Pharisees were all concerned about outward things all caught up in how things looked on the out side. Jesus uses two illustrations to describe the Pharisees.


A.) Trees: It was impossible for a bad tree to produce good fruit. The words showed the true condition of their hearts. The words that they spoke was the fruit of their sinful heart. 


B.) Vipers: Poison snakes. They can only speak forth what they posses in their hearts. 

Vs. 35-37 Tells us the heart is the treasury & it will bring forth either evil or good things.   

“Idle word” means words that accomplish nothing literally blasphemous. Folks every word that the world speaks they will one day have to give an account of it. We are now told that sound waves never cease, instead they just diminish in intensity so that quite literally what you say goes on forever. Not that long ago a news station was interrupted in Chicago with the words it’s “Howdy Doody time.” Upon investigation they found that the original broadcast had hit some sort of asteroid & bounced back some 30 years latter. It is because of this that we will give account. Rom. 10: 9-10 says, “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 



Folks there is only one sin that will not be forgiven men that is the final rejection of Jesus. So if you are here this morning won’t you respond to the Holy Spirit?

Matthew 12:38-50

“Truly Seeking Jesus?”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 38-42 No Sign Of Life 

III.) Vs. 43-45 An Empty House

IV.) Vs. 46-50 Standing Outside 

I.) Intro

As we have noticed over the last weeks Jesus is facing real opposition to His ministry. The religious establishment senses; based upon Jesus’ words, that the people will not need them any longer & so in verse 14 they “took counsel against Him, how they might destroy Him.” This week we see the Pharisees ask for a sign & Jesus’ refusal of a sign. This is not unlike what people do today; “If Jesus would just show us some sign then we would believe.” People are always saying that they want proof, but proof is right in front of them. 


We are into seeking proof of all sorts of things today. On our serial box’s we have proof of purchase stickers. Our clothing has inspected by numbers. We have even gone out & tagged animals to proof how far they travel & so on. Knight-Ridder News service reported on a recent change on the inscription put on the metal bands used by the U.S. Department of the Interior to tag migratory birds. It seems that the bands use to carry the abbreviated name & address of the Washington Biological Survey. It was changed do to a letter they received from an Arkansas camper.


“Dear Sirs: While camping last week I shot one of these birds with your metal band. I think it was a crow. I read the band & followed the cooking instructions Wash. Biol. Surv. I just want to tell you that the bird tasted horrible.”   


The new tags now read “Fish & Wildlife Service.” That is what happened to these Pharisees, they were cooked because they did not want reasons to believe they were looking for reasons not to believe.  

II.) Vs. 38-42 No Sign Of Life

Vs. 38 The word “then” is an important word as it relates to the Pharisees request. It is a word that indicates time & in this case helps to reveal motive. If the word then is not there  we are speculating as to the motive of their question. You will remember that Jesus had just warned them that they were in danger of committing the unpardonable sin, which is knowing who Jesus is, but still refusing to give your life to Him. Before that was His statements about the Sabbath followed the miracle of healing the demon possessed, blind & mute man all of this now led to this moment & their request. 


We can be safe in assuming that their motive was not sincere based upon their own words in verse 14, as well as the countless other signs that He was doing in front of them, to which they now attributed them to Satan. These folks did not really want a sign in which they might believe, they were wanting some thing in which they might attach some reason for His destruction.


Notice their use of the word “teacher”. You can not rightly call a person a teacher & then not accept His teaching. There are a great many people today who are not looking for a reason to believe instead they are looking for reasons not to believe. They will quote a few Bible verses & ask all sorts of questions but they don’t really want to truth.

Vs. 39 Here we have the beginning of Jesus’ answer to them. 


1.) Notice His two fold statement concerning their request: “An evil & adulterous generation seeks after a sign.” 

 

A.) Evil: The word means “harmful, or hurtful” both of which revealed their character. This was their influence upon the people around them. All their outward religion, concerned with looking right instead of being right was harmful & hurtful as it kept people away from the God who alone could make them whole. Jesus would say latter in Matt. 23:13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.”



B.) Adulterous: This word describes their failure in their relationship to God. They had rooted out all the idol worship in the nation only to end up worshipping religion above relationship. Their God had in essence become themselves, for their righteousness was centered around how they practiced religion. 

So it is to that group of people that Jesus now address His words. He gives two examples as to their history:



A.) Vs. 39b Jonah: Was the reluctant missionary who preached a one sentence message to the gentile nation Nineveh, “Forty days & Nineveh will be destroyed”. His message was not of grace but of judgment. Not to a people who were Gods special people, but to one city of a gentile nation. Further more Jonah did not love the people enough to die for them he wanted them to all die. Yet by that simple message the people of Nineveh responded in repentance. Simply put Jonah was a sign to that city & they responded by repenting.



Vs. 40 What a radical statement Jesus here makes. You can see their hatred towards Jesus as they started planing in verse 14 how they might destroy Him. Yet they did not understand in succeeding it would be the One & only sign to them. Jesus would later say in Luke 16:31 “If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.” The obvious parallels of Jonah in that great fish is obvious. Jonah was thrown over to come the seas thus his death. Swallowed by the great fish, thus his burial. Lastly he was spit up on the shore thus his resurrection. That is the only sign that one needs to believe. 


Now some people use this passage as an example of a contradiction. We know that Jesus was not in the tomb three days nights. First, as far as the Jews any part of a day was count as one so Jesus was in the tomb or dead three days. Second, the point of Jesus using this story is not the actual number, but rather, like Jonah was metaphorically, He too would be dead, buried & resurrected.         



B.) Vs. 42 Queen of the South, (Sheba): This gentile Queen was amazed when she heard of the wisdom of Solomon & traveled a great distance to hear him. Yet Jesus’ wisdom was far greater & He was in the midst of the country, yet they would not hear Him. The similarity between Jonah & the Queen of Sheba is that they both dealt with gentiles; (Jonah preaching to them Queen of Sheba being a gentile). In both cases the response was positive. Simply put to argue that there is not enough evidence is foolish for we all respond to all sorts of things with out near as much evidence. A less enlightened people had responded less enlightened preaching, thus they would rise up & judge those who had greater knowledge & greater preaching. The greater amount of  knowledge produces a greater amount of judgment if that knowledge is refused!

III.) Vs. 43-45 An Empty House

Vs. 43 We need to connect this portion of scripture with Jesus’ words in verses 24-29. Satan’s house is the body of the person he possess. This is a facinating section as it gives insight into the demonic world.


A.) First it would appear that demons need some sort of human host in which to act it out it’s evil intentions. 


B.) When it does not have such a place it has to seek out some person who will allow it access. 


C.) Vs. 44 Most importantly we see that man is a container. It is said that inside every person is a God shaped vacuum. Folks, we will try to fill that with all sorts of things & not all of them are sinful, but only one will truly satisfy us & that is what that space was lacking to begin with, Jesus. I found this out on the practical realm recently. As I was putting together my metal shed one of the first things you do is put together the doors. So I carefully got together all the numbered parts & began assembling just as the directions said. When I was finished I was quite satisfied with me effort. The directions then told me to set aside the doors until the very end. Days latter when it came time to hang my doors they would not fit nor work. So I went back & reread my directions looking at all the part numbers. Well I had all the right parts but I had put one piece on the wrong spot, but it fit I thought to my self. The simple fact was it was not the right piece so the doors wouldn’t work as they were designed. That is what happens when we attempt to place some thing into our vacuum other then God, it fits, but it just does not work as we are designed. 


D.) Vs. 44 Notice carefully the words of Jesus here. “he comes he finds it empty, swept, & put into order.” The  key to all of this is that when the demon came back the man was empty. He was all cleaned up on the outside but he was not filled with Jesus. Folks we are meant to be possessed by the living God, where nothing of the world can ever dislodge His presence. To many people in Christianity are trying to get none Christians to behave better. They are out to clean up the world, trying to clean the fish before they catch it! Reformation is not enough. No! Only regeneration will do! These Pharisees had prided themselves upon getting rid of all idol worship in Israel, but they had not replaced it with a relationship they had replaced it with religion. So you know what? Religion had become their god. 

Vs. 45 Now because of this they were more wicked then they were before & much less open to the truth of a true relationship with God. Oh how said it is to see moral people with out a relationship with Jesus, for their end state is far worse then being against Jesus. 


It is not enough that we are swept clean of the sins of our life, drugs, alcohol, etc. We must be submitted to the one who has set us free. 

IV.) Vs. 46-50 Standing Outside

Vs. 46-47 We now move to this last little section that at first glance appears to have nothing in common with the above sections. We have been speaking of the opposition that Jesus faced from the religious community & now we have His mother & brothers coming to Him to seek an audience with Him. Yet this to is opposition but with a different motive.


In Marks account we are told that they were told of the growing opposition & were concerned for His safety. They said that “He was beside Himself”. 


Now verse 46 that it was; “while He was still talking”, that they came. I’m inclined to believe that they heard some of what was being said by Him & perhaps they saw the expressions on the faces of the Pharisees. They had accused Him of being demon possessed & Jesus Mother, the person who perhaps of all other humans was the closest to Him thinks that He has lost His senses. Theirs was motivated out of Jealousy & hate, hers was motivated out of love & concern. Yet they arrived at nearly the same conclusion. It is because neither of them understood relationship as it relates to doing the will of God. 

Vs. 48-50 Here Jesus asks a question then makes a startling statement.


A.) Vs. 48 First of all for all those who put so much dependency upon the intercession of Mary it appears by this scripture that it would be missed placed. “Hey, Jesus your mom outside & wants to talk to you.” He did not say; “The blessed mother of God, all that she asks I do.” No. He says “Who is my Mother..?” 


B.) Next Jesus reveals that the greatest thing in His life is not earthly relationships but spiritual ones. He says whoever does the will of my Father is my spiritual family. So what is the will of the Father? Jesus tells us in  John 6: 40 “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
Is it not wild that we are Jesus’ next of kin? He chose us to be a part of His family. Are you a “whosoever”? You can be by trusting in Jesus!

Matthew 13:1-23

“He Who Has Ears To Hear, Let Him Hear”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-3a, 10-17 Teaching In Parables 

III.) Vs. 3b-9, 18-23 Sower, Seed & Soils

I.) Intro

We last saw Jesus as he dealt with harden hearts of the Pharisees. His family, though they loved Him, did not receive Him as well. Thus He spoke of the spiritual relationship being greater then the physical relationship. Things had radically changed in His ministry as far as concerned reaching people with the gospel. 


Now we move to chapter 13 in which we see based upon the response at that time Jesus changes His teaching stile. In preparation for this study I wanted to look at keys to what Jesus did & why He did it. So I got on my computer to see how many times Jesus used the word “hear, hears, or hearing”. What I found blew my mind, 16 times in 20 verses Jesus uses these words which in the Greek are the same. This then gives us great insight both in the condition of the heats to which Jesus started teaching in parables, as well as giving us the context for the parable of the sower.  


President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was known for his great wit, got tired of smiling that big smile and saying the usual things at all those White House receptions.  So, one evening he decided to find out whether anybody was paying attention to what he was saying.  As each person came up to him with extended hand, he flashed that big smile and said, "I murdered my grandmother this morning."  People would automatically respond with comments such as "How lovely!" or "Just continue with your great work!"  Nobody listened to what he was saying, except one foreign diplomat.  When the president said, "I murdered my grandmother this morning," the diplomat responded softly, "I'm sure she had it coming to her." People are all the time making up reasons as to why they don’t give their lives over to Jesus, but it appears from this passage the main reason they don’t understand Jesus is that they don’t listen! 

II.) Vs. 1-3a, 10-17 Teaching In Parables

Vs. 1-2 These verses speak to the timing to which Jesus began speaking in Parables.


A.) “On the same day”: Jesus changes location; as the opposition mounted Jesus went out to the sea shore. Hey, I don’t want to make to much out of this, but I love the fact that Jesus took time to relax to get away in the face of pressure. 


B.)Vs. 3a Jesus changed His method: We notice in verse two it was in response to the multitudes gathering around Him that He moved to a boat & began to teach in parables. Now if you have ever been near a lake then you know how

What Are Parables & What Are Their Value?   

Before we go to far we need to answer two questions:

1.) What Are Parables?

2.) What Are Their Value?
Vs. 3a “He spoke many things to them in parables,..” 


Note: To begin with lets look at this chapter for just a moment in it’s entirety. Jesus gives 8 parables two of which He interprets for His disciples, (sower & tares). All, but the first one are descriptions about the “kingdom of heaven” (the words “the kingdom of heaven is like” appears in them). Simply put all of the parables in this chapter except the first one is from the Kings perspective of His kingdom. The first parable, “The Sower” is about the mission of the King. Jesus calls the things that he is sharing “the mysteries of the kingdom”, verse 11. 


We also note based on verse 53 that these were all spoken on the same day. The reason that this is important is in the interpretation of these parables. Jesus uses some of the same illustrations in all of the 8 parables, thus we need to be consistent using the interpretation in one parable to another. Jesus further explains in verse 11 that the use of parables makes a distinction between two groups of people “those that have & those that have not” verse 12. What is it that they don’t have? Verse 13 & the parable of the sower will reveal that which they do not have.

What Are Parables?

Now the word “parable” comes from two words “para” which means along side of & “ballo” which we get our English word “ball” from & as you can guess means to throw or cast. So the word means to throw along side of. This simple definition helps clarify the reason for using parables in the first place. A great many people believe that Jesus used parables to keep people of the kingdom. Nothing could be further from the truth. Literally a parable is the throwing along side a earthly story next to a spiritual truth in order to help explain the truth. Jesus used things that every one could see & He placed those things next to spiritual truth so that they might grasp the truth. If you will remember Jesus spoke the truth plainly & the Pharisees rejected the truth, so now He throws stories along side of the truth so that some may grasp the truth, others would just hear the story & walk away.   

What Are Their Value?

To answer this question we need to understand why they were employed.
Vs. 10-12 It is here that we need to skip ahead & see what Jesus has to say as the disciples asked the same question. 


A.) First it is important to recognize that the disciples noticed not only the change in teaching but that the change was not directed towards them but to those outside of the relationship they enjoyed, (“Why do you speak to them in parables?”). 


B.) Vs. 11 In this verse we have what many have concluded as a great difficulty. If we take this verse out of the rest of His explanation it would appear that He is saying that He speaks this way to keep those that don’t understand the mysteries of the kingdom from knowing them. This of coarse is not consistent with Jesus’ charter or mission. 


What is clear from this verse is that the disciples possessed something (the mysteries of the kingdom) that others did not have. Why the multitudes don’t have this understand is what Jesus goes on to explain.


C.) Vs. 12 According to Jesus here the disciples already had something that the multitudes & Parisees did not have, & because of this they were able to receive more. And the opposite was also true those that did not possess what the disciples had would have what little they did have taken from them. 


So what was the difference between the disciples & the multitudes? There was something that the disciples possessed that gave them the capacity to hear & comprehend spiritual truths. Further more it was not possible to grasp spiritual truth apart from this; more then this what little spiritual truth they possessed they were going lose it. 


Folks there is only one difference between these two groups. Might I say there are still today the same two groups. The difference is found in the fact that the disciples had made a relational commitment to the King. May I say that though this relationship was immature & faltered many times it still remained.  


D.) Vs. 13-15 Jesus further confirms this in His statement in verse 13 & His quote of Isaiah. The key word of verse 13 is the word “because”. In Mark’s account in chapter 4: 12 the words “so that” appear & again it gives a rendering that seems to imply that Jesus taught in parables “so that” people would remain in the state of blindness thus in a place where they would not come to repentance. But in Matthew we see that the multitudes did see, but they did not see with perception. They heard, but not with understanding. 


E.) Vs. 15 The reason for deafness & blindness?  “The heart of the people has grown dull.” Simply put when it came to seeing truth they had shut their eyes. When it came to hearing truth they stopped their ears. They had rejected the Lord & in so doing they could not know the mysteries of His kingdom.  


F.) Vs. 16-17 Here Jesus again eludes to the fact that through their relationship to Him they had a fuller revelation of spiritual truths then did even the O.T. saints. 


So why the parables? It was not to keep people in the dark because of their rejection of Jesus it was the opposite. Since they rejected Him which caused them further blindness He chose to teach earthly stories & throw them along side spiritual truths that they might see the truth & discover the reason for their blindness, (their own hard heart). 


Parables are always love letters. They were given in infinite love to people who rejected Jesus so that those that have rejected Him might hear the grace that is available to them even in their state of blindness.  

III.) Vs. 3b-9, 18-23 Sower, Seed & Soils

In Mark’s account we are told that the understanding of this parable is the key to understanding all the other parables. We have a great benefit as Jesus gives us the interpretation of this parable. So lets take care of the details first:


1.) There are three points of interest in this story:



A.) The sower: Who we are told in verse 37 is the Son of Man. Though truly there is a since that all who are His disciples are sowers.



B.) The seed: Clearly in Jesus’ explanation of the parable the seed is the word of God. Also in Mark 4: 14 we are told that the “The sower sows the word.”



C.) The soils: Represents the responses of the heart upon hearing the word of God.  


As we read this parable along with Jesus’ explanation clearly this parable is about “fruitfulness”. A farmer sows seed to bare fruit, that is why he does so. Typically a farmer would take his bag full of about 30 pounds of seed & throw it out over about half an acre & in about 4 months they hoped to see fruit from his labor. These fields were not cultivated fields they were plowed crudely & only breaking the soil up to 4 inches). As they were plowed the seed was scattered; sometimes they were plowed to cover the seeds, but always. 


So what we are looking at is the seed in relationship to the soil & whether or not it would produce fruit. In this story 3/4 of the work does not produce any lasting fruit. Only 25% of the seed sowed produced any fruit & out of that 25% it had faring results, (100, 60, 30) I find this truth quite comforting. A lot of times we are out sowing the word of God & we just don’t see the results that we would like. Well the problem is not the seed, folks the problem is not even the field, the problem is what is in the field which does not allow germination. 


Eternity magazine did a study on a large crusade. 178 churches came together & in one week 4,106 decisions were made for Christ. With in three months only 3% were still going to church. So what is in the soil? Well there are according to this parable & Jesus’ interpretation three enemies to fruitfulness of the word of God in the human heart:


1.) Vs. 4-19 Birds = the wicked one: Now it is important to realize that the fields here had path-ways through them. So the farmer would take his wooden plow & would go through an area which had a path in it scattering the seeds. Simply put the ground would be hard & so the birds would come & eat the seed. So if a person is hard & not receptive to the seed of the word of God the Devil will come & snatch the word away. Notice that they heard the word but they did not consider it, (understand). It is not that they could not understand it rather it was that they did not want to think it wise in their life. 


2.) Vs. 5 - 20-21 Stony ground: Here the enemy is the flesh. They say that sounds great they raise their hands at any alter call come forward all excited but when they see that the flesh has to die they can not continue to live a life style of sin, then they don’t want any thing to do with their profession. People don’t know anything any more about commitment & cost. Once they find out that there is a cost involved they walk away. 


3.) Vs. 7 - 22 Thrones = deceitfulness of riches: Here the enemy is the world system. Pleasure & the pursuit of it causes those to say the cost is to great. Now the problem with this soil is that it is to receptive to any kind of seed. It simply grows all sorts of things which choke out the seed of the word of God. 

So what is the difference?    

Vs. 8 - 23 The difference is found in Jesus’ words, “he who hears the word & understands.” It is found in the person who considers the truth, the person who receives the King will bare fruit. Now with that said the key is in hearing. How are you hearing. Do you want the truth? Folks fruitfulness has every thing to do with how you hear. 

Matthew 13:24-43

“Three Tactics Of The Enemy To Destroy Fruitfulness”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 24-30, 36-43 False Christians 

III.) Vs. 31-32 False Growth

IV.) Vs. 33-35 False Teaching

I.) Intro

You will remember that last week we looked at Jesus’ change in teaching. In response to the hardness of hearts He began to throw earthly stories along spiritual truth. We looked at the first of 8 parables all spoken the same day. Seven of them deal with what the Kingdom of heaven is like. 


Now the parable of the sower had to do with hearing & we saw that only 1/4

of the time will the word of God produce fruit. It is wonderful to see that our Lord desires to produce fruitful lives. We also saw that there are three great enemies from within that are against the word of God producing fruit in the soil of human hearts:


1.) The devil


2.) The flesh


3.) The world


Having said that we now move on to the next three parables & we shall see that out of the, “seed that fell on good ground that yielded a crop”, Satan does three things to lesson the fruit they shall have in the world. Satan does all that he can to try to keep the seed of the word of God from ever producing fruit & having lost the battle there he does all he can to keep the fruitful ground from having an impact. 


II.) Vs. 24-30, 36-43 False Christians

Before we look at this second parable, & the only other parable in which Jesus gives us an interpretation lets just make some general observations. 


1.) You will notice that Jesus does not give the interpretation of this parable until after He sent the multitudes away, verse 36. 


2.) This parable is about a field in which there were two sowings, one of good seed the other of counterfeit seed & what the owner of the field did in light of this.


3.) The field was the property of the man who sowed the good seed & he sowed it with the purpose of a harvest, verse 30. He sowed good seed & expected to see fruit from his labor. 


4.) The owner of the field has an enemy who tries to thwart the purpose of the owner by sowing tares into the field to destroy the harvest. Now the tares would cause destruction not at the harvest but rather during growth as an attempt was made to move them.   

Vs. 24 “The Kingdom of heaven is like..”  First, I want us to again look at the fact that all these parables; though given to the multitudes, is about the kingdom from the perspective of the King. This is important because what Jesus is going to reveal to us will go against our common perception of Christianity, but we must understand that it does not go against what Jesus knew was going to happen.

Vs. 24, 37-38 “..a man who sowed good seed in his field” Here we shall put Jesus’ interpretation along side of the parable in order to get the meaning.   


A.) “..a man who sowed good seed..” = Vs. 37 “..the Son of Man.” What this reveals to us is that Jesus has a purpose a plan if you will. This relates to what He said in the parable of the sower verse 23; namely that Jesus wants to produce fruitful lives. 

· Lives that work as He intended them to work prior to the fall, in fellowship with their creator. 

· Lives that are characteristic of fullness of joy. 

· Lives that are set free from the burden & failure of the bondage to sin.


B.) Vs. 24 “..In his field..” = Vs. 38 “..the field is the world,..” The field is not human hearts it is the world.  Note this carefully for this is a radical statement when you look at the interpretation next to the parable. This reveals two things:



1.) From the perspective of Jesus: The whole world belongs to Him, it is His world, His property, He is the owner not Satan. Is that not great? In the N.L.T. translation Ps. 24:1 Says; “The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.” Man if you are not a believer this morning & you have never met the Lord I want you to realize this: Right now even though you have never given God much of a thought, even though you may have wasted your life Jesus has purchased the field with you in it.    



2.) From mans perspective: The devil is a squatter! A squatter is a person who settles land that they have no legal right too, & then they work it for their own advantage. 


C.) Vs. 24 “..good seed..” = Vs. 38 “...the sons of the kingdom..” The good seed here is the word of God that has produced fruit, (verse 23). So the Lord is sowing believers into the world for the purpose of bearing fruit, that is the picture. 


D.) Vs. 25-26 “..enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat..” = Vs. 38-39 “..the tares are the sons of the wicked one.”  “..the enemy who sowed them is the devil..” So here we see the strategy of the devil sow false Christians, (tares) into the world. Notice carefully where he is sowing these false believers, yes the world, but next too the believers. 



Now I did a little background study on tares. Literally it is darnel a rye-grass that is common in this region of Israel. Now when they begin to sprout they are identical in every way to wheat, the color shape fragrance are the same. In fact no expert could to the difference between seedlings. The only way a person can tell the difference is upon maturity as wheat grows it develops a head which has the grain. Rye-grass has no head it too produces seeds but it’s seeds are poisonous. 


Folks, simply put tares are put into the soil next too true grain to take up the nutrients & space. In the end all they produce is poisonous fruit. What we have is a clear picture of Satan’s plan of sowing counterfeit Christians among the world. Their fruit is poisonous. Their purpose is deception, may I be so bold as to say religious. That is Satan’s plan sow phony Christians into the world right next to the real thing. So much of what the world rejects as Christian is not Christian at all it is the poisonous fruit of religious people. 

Vs. 27-29, 39b-43 So what are we to do? Do we go about trying to distinguish & pull out all the tares? Well the answer is given to let them go on tell harvest time. When maturity happens it is obvious which is the “good seed” & what are the “tares”. God will sort it all out. We must oppose the lies of the tares, but primarily we need to spend our time bearing fruit not up rooting tares. The reason is simple, we can not always tell which is which & we may cause damage to good seed, not to mention wasting our time. So what’s going to happen to those tares? Well Gods going to bundle them all together & have a bond-fire. 


So then we the first thing Satan does is send out false or counterfeit Christians to cause the world to be confused about the Word of God.  

III.) Vs. 31-32 False Growth


Now here the first then we notice is that this parable told to the multitudes & the disciples has no interpretation & the disciples did not ask for one. Again this parable represents the Kingdom of heaven from the perspective of the King. Now what we want to do in the interpretation of this parable is interpret it in light of the interpretations already given us, which will be in harmony with the rest of scripture. With that said we are not concerned with the popularity of a interpretation , neither are we concerned with interpreting these scriptures with a view history. 

Vs. 31-32 So what do we see here?


A.) Well lets go over His last two parables:



1.) Vs. 19-23 Jesus spoke of sowing seed & how only 1/4 of it produced fruit.



2.) Vs. 24-30 He spoke sowing good seed in the field & the devil sowing counterfeits into the same field.

So using the sowing seed analogy we see these same things:


A.) A man = most likely Jesus


B.) Sowing seed = The Word of God


C.) The field = The world


D.) The birds of the air = the wicked one or the devil

Now the popular teaching of this parable goes like this: The gospel is going to be so successful as to grow enormously large tell all the world will come & rest in it’s branches. The problem with this interpretation is that it does not use what Jesus already declared as the interpretations. The difficulty lies in two interpretations:



1.) “Mustard seed....which indeed the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the Herb’s & becomes a tree.” Now clearly the mustard seed represents some thing small & insignificant which could be the church, but the problem lies in the results not in it’s beginning. The other thing that is interesting is that ordinarily in scripture fruit bearing trees are used to depict believers. The mustard was a plant of which flourish in the Holy Land & produced hot-flavored seeds which were used as a condiment. When it is full grown, they would grow larger than the other herb garden plants, sometimes reaching a height of ten to fifteen feet. It does not produce anything of real value it is not something you can live on. All you can do with mustard is use it to flavor other foods.



2.) “...the birds of the air come & nest in it’s branches..” Through out scripture birds represent evil. And Jesus used them in the parable of the sower as evil. They are what snatched away the seed. Simply put this can not be seen as a good thing. 


So what is our Lord describing here? Well it seems that He is saying that the part of the church that the world sees, the favorable part the part which enhances the worlds taste buds for the things of their appetites will grow large very large. The superstructure which houses this will leave it’s “lowliness, meekness & service”. It will grow to where all it does is produce that which enhances peoples worldly appetites & be a place where the devil can make his home in it. You say; “Hey now wait a minute there buddy.” May I tell you what Paul had to say some 70 years latter to this young pastor Timothy? (2 Tim. 3:1-5) 


“You should also know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control; they will be cruel and have no interest in what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act as if they are religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. You must stay away from people like that.” 


So what is this parable tell us of? It speaks of false growth. Growth in the things that don’t matter. Things in which the world can feel quite at home in. The church that has got all caught up in entertainment. That all it speaks of is liberal issues. Hey. if all we are is some flavor enhancer then we’ve missed being fruitful! Satan’s plan it would seem is to emphasis the unimportant, get the church caught up in numbers & defining success the way the world does, “How many sold”. Today, people want to know how many saved, folks I want to know “How many walking with God.” “How many growing in “lowliness, meekness & service”? 

IV.) Vs. 33-35 False Teaching

Here again is a parable that many try to interpret as a good thing. They try to say that see the church is going to spread to such a rate as it’s influence will cover the earth. Now we need to remember what this parable would of meant to those that heard it. What was leaven to them? 

Vs. 33 There are several key parts in this parable:



1.) Leaven: This word is mentioned 98 times in the Bible 13 times in the N.T. not one time is it ever used to illustrate a good thing. It is however used every time to as an illustration of evil, in particular of false teaching. By it’s very nature leaven it corrupts, quietly until it “puffs up” the doe it has infested. 



2.) Women who hid it: When a women is used in a doctrinal since in scripture she is always thought of as an instrument of evil. Now if what she was doing was good why does she hid it? Now leaven makes bread more palatable more light & desirable, but it does so be corrupting that which has value the grain. 



3.) Three measures of meal: Now I’ve traced the origin of this phrase back to when it was first used & then looked at how it was used on down through it’s usage. This phrase first appears in Gen. 18: 6 where Sarah was instructed to prepare a mean offering for the supernatural visitor whom Abraham entertained. Over & over again you will find this phrase being used as it relates to fellowship with God & man. 


Now don’t miss this. Jesus is describing the introduction of something false into fellowship that would corrupt it & it would do so by puffing it up. Now leaven again is most often used as a picture of false teaching, which would take away the true basis of fellowship & replace it with a man centered basis. And as Jesus & Paul would go on to say a “little leaven leavens the whole lump.” 


Wow! Here we have all that is wrong with what is generally regarded as “the church”:


1.) False Christians: Hypocrisy from those who look like Christians, but really aren’t. And what are we to do about it? Hey keep bearing fruit where we are at & let the Lord sort it out at the harvest.


2.) False Growth: An over emphasis on numbers & success. Majoring in the minors, being so ecumenical that we only enhance the worlds appetites. All that entertainment based stuff that seeks to get people to church rather then making disciples.


3.) False teaching: Getting people away from the simplicity of the gospel & fellowship only through the work of His son, too teaching that puts what we do above what He has done.

 
In closing may I remind you that Jesus knew the enemies tactics, He is not unaware of them. The question we need to ask ourselves this morning is where we are?   

Matthew 13:44-53

“Secrets of The Kingdom to Men of Faith”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 44 Purpose of God 

III.) Vs. 45-46 Passion of God

IV.) Vs. 47-50 Program of God

V.) Vs. 51-52 Our Responsibility

I.) Intro

As we continue on in chapter 13 looking at the earthly stories thrown along spiritual truth (parables); you will notice that these parables come from a different perspective. In verse 36 we have a division; Jesus sent the multitudes away, then He explained the parable of the tares & from there went on to give four more parables to just them. None of them have interpretations yet all have to do again with the kingdom of heaven. 


The view then is from the King to those men who were following Jesus, who had just heard how the enemy (Satan) was going to try to disrupt the fruitfulness of the planting of believers into the world. Try to imagine what you would be feeling about now after hearing that there would be: False Christians sown next to true Christians to confuse people. Then you here how the church would become enamored with it’s numbers & structure to the point that it would be a nesting place for Satan. Lastly how the church would leave the simplicity of fellowship with God through the work of Christ to that of false teaching emphasizing works. Would you be a bit discouraged? Now it is hear that Jesus gives these men of faith 4 parables to show how God views His plan & more importantly how His plan will be accomplished & what our role is. 


May I make a statement that is some what obvious? “The value of something is based upon the price someone is willing to pay for it.” It does not matter what the material is made out of, neither does it matter how much effort was put into something, ultimately the value of something will be based upon what someone else is willing to pay for it. Why do I bring this up? Because in the first two of these parables we see how much we are valued.


The story is told of a husband & his wife who wanted to take an airplane ride & all they had was $50.00. Well the price to take them up for 30 minutes was $100.00. So the husband went over to the pilot & began to negotiate a deal so that they both could take the ride. They haggled back & forth until the pilot got tired of the argument & said; “Look, I’ll tell you what, if you can go through the whole ride with out saying another word, I’ll take you both for free.” With that the husband grabbed his wife & hopped into the By-plane & off they went. The pilot did loops, roles, spins, flew upside down & not a word out of the two. Finally, they landed & the pilot said; “I’ve got to hand it to you both not a word, this ride is on me.” To which the husband replied, “Yeh, it was real tough, I almost said something when my wife fell out.” What was the value this man placed upon his wife? Not much!  

II.) Vs. 44 Purpose of God

Vs. 44 Let us first look at what we do know about this parable based upon the interpretations already given us.


A.) The field: Now we have already been told what the field is, verse 38, “the field is the world.” 


B.) A man: Here we see that this man is the one who: 




1.) Found the treasure.




2.) Sells all he has to purchase the field.


      Based upon the above facts & verse 37, the man is  “the Son of man” or Jesus.

Now perhaps you have heard this parable taught this way:


“The treasure in the field is Jesus. The man who discovers the treasure is those  believers who find Jesus & give up all they have to follow Him.” Now there is no doubt that Jesus is the greatest treasure that there is & in a sense when a person follows Christ they give up on their former life to follow Him, but that is not what this parable is about. It is not from our perspective, it is not from the perspective of earth looking up, but rather from heaven looking down.


With that said we are introduced to two new word illustrations:


A.) Treasure hid in a field: Now I am told that this was something that wealthy people did, they would take their treasure & bury it in a field they owned to keep robbers from stealing it. So what we have to ask ourselves is what is the treasure that is hid in relationship to the world? We already know that the field is the world. The Lord can not be the treasure for He is not hid in the world, He is in plain view. Now it is interesting to trace this word treasure back in scripture. If you do you will find it the word mentioned 37 times in the O.T. & 5 times God calls Israel His “special treasure”. Now in a prophetic sense this treasure is Israel who was to be a light to the Gentiles but had become nothing more then a forgotten treasure in the field of the world.  


But in a general since you & I are the treasure. Perhaps you feel like this? You are not living the way you ought to in the world. Your not living up to what God has for you. Your some hidden treasure in a barren field, all that earth surrounding you & you are covered by the world. So what happens? Well the Lord comes along & finds you. You do not find the Lord He finds you & digs you up out of the miry clay. Our Lord is a treasure hunter you know! He is always desiring to bring us to our full potential in Him. 


B.) For joy selling all he has purchasing the field: Now this can not be you & I purchasing Jesus for we have nothing in which to purchase such a treasure as our salvation. Matt. 16: 26  "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  So this purchase has to be Jesus purchasing the world & the treasure well it is you & I. 


With that several things in this parable jump out at me. It is the words: 


A.) “For joy over it.”: The first picture here deals with how he sees the lost. I must admit this blows my mind. Oh how He loves us. Rom. 5:8 says; “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Heb 12: 2 says; “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” What was that Joy if not in part purchasing that “hidden treasure”? We are all the time wondering if what we do, what we think, who we are, really matters. So we go out & do all sorts of things trying to matter. Don’t you know you are valued not upon something in & of yourself; your are valued because Christ has loved you enough to die for your sins. 


B.) “Sells all he has.”: May I remind you of what I said already that value is determined upon what a person is willing to pay for something. It is at this point that as I begin to ponder the value He has placed upon you & I that start to lose it. He who according to Phil. 2:5-8 who was by His very nature God. According to Col. 1: 16 created everything & holds everything together sold all of that, laid all of that aside & purchased us. Notice it cost Him “all that he has”. 1 Peter 1:18-19 say; “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” It is none other then the pierced hand of Jesus that holds the title deed to the earth. He bought it that He might redeem the treasure ought of it. 


You may not see yourself as a treasure, the world may not see you as a treasure & to that extent you are hidden, but you are valued enough by Jesus that He died for you.


So there you have it the purpose of God, to purchase a treasure (you & I) to Himself.

III.) Vs. 45-46 Passion of God

Vs. 45-46 This parable move along much like the other one. Perhaps you have heard this parable taught something like this:


“The Lord is the “pearl of great price” & the unbeliever is to seek Him out & purchase Him so that He might posses Him.” Again there is a touch of beauty to that interpretation, but it is not what Jesus is saying. The picture is not of the sinner seeking Jesus, but rather of Jesus seeking the sinner. There are again several parts of this parable that need further understanding in order to get the full picture of what Jesus is saying.


A.) The merchant: Like we have seen before this can only fit Jesus. What is He doing? Seeking beautiful pearls. We are not told where he is looking for the pearls but it is safe to say that it is in the world. 


B.) Pearl of Great price: It is again interesting to look through out scripture & search for the word pearl. You will only find this word twice in all the Bible here of coarse & again in Revelation 21:21 where we are told that the 12 gates of heaven are made up each of one pearl. No where in the O.T. do you find the word pearl mentioned, yet here Jesus uses the word to describe something of great value. To the Jews pearls were not considered precious. So to the disciple’s as Jesus said this parable & used this illustration of something of great value they would not have placed pearl in the blank. Now among other kingdoms (the gentiles) pearls were thought of as being of great value. So why did Jesus uses pearls as an illustration of something of great value? May I suggest two reasons:



1.) They represented the gentiles. That is to say Jesus is revealing that part of His plan was to redeem gentiles to God. 



2.) The way in which they are formed is of special significance. Out of all the gem kingdom pearl are the only gem that is organic in nature. All others are from the mineral kingdom. Pearls are produced from a living organism. You do not cut or polish pearls like you do to other gems, to do so would only ruin the quality. 


What’s facinating is to see how much the pearls beauty is tied to the work of the oyster. As a grain of sand or a rough object gets trapped inside the oyster it begins to injure the oyster so the oyster produces a crystalline substance called nacre which surrounds the grain of sand hardens & rounds out the rough spots. The pearl has long been a symbol in other cultures of purity, but it is a purity that has come upon something that was irritating to the point that it caused injury. That is what Christ has done is it not? Our sin has caused Him injury & what has he done based upon that injury he has changed that irritating grain of sand into the purity & beauty of a pearl by covering it with part of Himself. We are valued because of what He has done! We are all pretty irritating at times, but when you allow the Lord into your life He covers us with His goodness where we become a trophy of His glory a gem of His grace.


Now, I spent 14 years as a goldsmith so I know a little about pearls. You know what you can not clean a pearl. Sweat will ruin them; for they are quite porous, but the oil of you skin will enhance their beauty. Folks you can not clean yourself up & self effort will only take away the shimmer, but the oil of the Holy Spirit will enhance your beauty.   

IV.) Vs. 47-50 Program of God

Vs. 47-50 Here we are given the program of God, that is how He is going to reach the world. So what is it that we see? Well we see the method:


A.) Dragnet was a large net that had weights on the bottom & floats on the top of the net. The weights would go to the bottom of the lake & the floats would keep the top part of the net up. Then about 1/2 a day latter fishermen would pull the nets towards them gathering all the fish that had been trapped in the nets. 


B.) Next we have the purpose of such was to gather & the gathering was to be at the end of the age. 


The sea is no doubt the sea of humanity. Those that cast & draw are the angels. So it is not the believers that are casting this net. Based upon this then we see an end times picture. A time during the tribulation period where there will be a great gathering for the purpose of sorting out that which is good fish from the bad fish. The words, “so shall it be” indicate that this will be at a yet latter date. God is going to sort it all out, tares from the wheat. He has purchased the field. He has covered that which was once irritating with the grace of His righteousness.  

V.) Vs. 51-52 Our Responsibility

Vs. 51-52 So what is our responsibility? Well first we note that this last parable comes after Jesus questioned the disciple’s at to whether they understood how all these parables fit together. Then He calls them to be scribes & householders. Scribes were originally kind of military historians, but during the time of Ezra they were given a new task that of teaching truth to up holding the truth of the word of God. That is what Jesus calls us to cling to the truth of the Word of God, both in our lives & in the field to which He has sent us. Then Jesus uses the term “householder”. That was a person of tremendous authority. He was the master of the house. So what does are we to do? Bring out the treasure both things new & old. The word “brings out” is part of the word that makes up the compound word for parable. It means to cast along side. We are to take the treasures of the word of God & scatter them out there. 

Matthew 13:54-58, 14:1-12

“A Kings Offense”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 54-56 The Kings Home Coming 

III.) Vs. 57-58 The People’s Offense

IV.) Vs. 1-2 Herod’s Scandal 

V.) Vs. 3-12 The Offense of Trying to Get Ahead

I.) Intro

Folks, in 9 days we will be having an election, may I encourage you to make sure you vote. Important decisions that effect our society will be decided by whom we place in office. These choices will say allot about the moral, ethical & character of this nation. 
This morning we shall look at two scandals that rocked a nation & impeached a King. The first one was a scandel against a community for their rejection of their King. The second is a scandel of a King against his nation. As I prepared for this study it was not hard for me to see our own nation in these scriptures. Folks, we are in a crises in this country & it goes much deeper then the scandel in the oval office; it is our reaction to it.  

II.) Vs. 54-56 The Kings Home Coming

Vs. 54 Now in verse 53 we saw that when Jesus finished teaching in parables he left Galilee went to His “own country”; Nazareth which is some 20 miles west. As we can see He began to share with the people He grew up with. With that said let me state the obvious:


1.)  It is safe to say that these folks had heard of His fame, for His fame had as we shall see had spread all the way up to Herod, (14:1). 


2.) It is also safe to say that they had witnessed some of the power of God as they acknowledge, “these mighty works”. 

Yet with that said we go to the end of the story & find it puzzling to read what Mark tells us in Mark 6: 5 that Jesus “could do no mighty work there,..” Matthew tells us that He did not do many mighty works, Mark tells us that He “could” not do so because of their unbelief. There is a critical error that these folks make that many today make. These were the neighbors who grew up with Jesus, marveled at His wisdom, were in awe of His power & yet did not; may I say would not believe in Him. John tells in 1:11, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 



People are always saying that if Jesus would just do some miracle, just say something full of wisdom then they would believe. Well here is the test for that opinion. What we are going to see is that their failure was not do to a lack of information, but rather the refusal to respond in obedience to the information. 


Let us just ponder these words in John 1:11 for a moment in light of this text: “He came to His own..”  



A.) We are told in Luke 2:52 that; “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” Where did He do that? Why in Nazareth! These people had witnessed this in His life. There was no University, no Rabbinical school in Nazareth yet they had witnessed His maturity. This Synagogue was His Synagogue, they had seen Him their before. Yet this familiarity brought about several key things that lead to their rejection; again not upon lack of information but rather on the refusal to respond in obedience to that information.



A.) Vs. 54b Perplexed Look again at their response to what they heard & saw. “Where did this Man get this wisdom & these mighty works?” Notice that there is no denial of what they witnessed, only a question as to it’s origin. This perplexity led to the blinding of their eyes or if you will it made them skeptical. Hey, I’m not saying that there was not a great mystery about Him, but this mystery caused them to reject Him in spite of the facts that they witnessed. 

III.) Vs. 57-58 The People’s Offense


B.) Vs. 55-57a Cynical They begin to run through their minds what they saw & heard against what was familiar, namely his origin. That was their question, “where is the origin of what they witnessed.” They thought they new His origin, He was the carpenter’s son. He was no scholar, rather just a trade men’s son. His mother’s name is Mary, she is that pleasant peasant women, who was pregnant with Him prior to marriage. His younger siblings are still here today & they aren’t all that. 


Look carefully at the last sentence of verse 56 “Where then did this Man get all these things?” Their hearts have become cynical; in fact verse 57 says that they were “offended” at Him. That word in the Greek is where we get out English word “scandalized”. They are stumbled at Him, He was the rock of offense. They wanted to be able to figure out what they saw & heard & the only conclusion they could not entertain was that what they saw & heard could not be reconciled by a mere man therefore He was not a mere man He was God the Son. So many today say; “I don’t believe in Jesus for I have seen His brothers & sisters.” If you can’t find anything wrong with the character of Christ attack His family. 



C.) Vs. 57b-58 Spiritually sterile All that familiarity & it was that very thing that caused them to not trust Him. And because they would not trust Him they were not touched by Him. Wow! Because they would not account for what they heard & saw, they refused it altogether. Folks, a miracle or a mighty work is not something which is intended to create belief, instead they are in response to belief. Unbelief was the reason for the lack of mighty works. 


They had intellectual conviction, they knew His wisdom & power, but they did not have belief. That is they refused to abandoned their wills to Him. If a person says they believe in God & then all week long lives if they do not they do not believe, they may have intellectual conviction, but that is all they have & that will be enough to keep them from experiencing His touch. All to many of us are like these folks from Nazareth; until we can account for something we refuse to obey & trust. 


The story is told of a terrible drought in the southern states & of  an old preacher who decided to do something about it. He gathered his congregation together to pray for rain. Announced the meeting in advance & had a great turn out. As he got up to the pulpit & looked out at the packed sanctuary he said; “Now you all know why we are here & I’m glad to see all of you coming out to pray for rain, but what I want to know is where are your umbrellas?” That is the scandel in our lives! We pray & seek the Lord to move & work in our lives but unless we can figure out how He is going to do it we don’t bring any umbrellas! Trusting Jesus is based upon the evidence of who He is, not upon how, where, or when, His will is going to be accomplished. So today in our country there is a scandal going on it is the rejection of Jesus as the healer of our land because we can not figure out how, where or when He is going to accomplish what His will is.  

IV.) Vs. 1-2 Herod’s Scandal

Vs. 1-2 It is here that we are given the tie in to the 14 chapter; “At that time..” At what time? At the time when Nazareth was refusing to obey what they heard & saw Herod was miss applying what he heard & saw. This section starts out with Herod’s reaction to what was being said about Jesus & then moves to a flash-back in time to explain why he reacted so. 


Herod’s response is superstitious to say the least. It would not make much sense unless you read the following verse & understood a little history about Herod. 


A person committing on Herod’s superstition to Jesus’ testimony said this; “You can not murder truth, you can only temporarily silence the voice that utters it.” 


Before we get into this awful story of the murder of John the Baptist it might be helpful to look at who Herod & Herodias were & why he permitted this crime to happen.



A.) Herod Antipas: Was know as Herod the tetrarch, or ruler over a forth part of the kingdom. He was the son of Herod the Great who was the one that put to death all the male children 2 years old & younger in Bethlehem. Herod the great was known for putting to death any one whom he thought would threaten his throne including his own wives & children. It was said that it was safer to be a pig then one of his children. Upon Herod the Great’s death his kingdom was divided & this son Herod Antipas was given the part of the territory that His father had lived in. He was not near as blood thirsty as was his father he was a terrible ruler who had a great thirst for luxury & women. He loved power because of what it gave him. He was married to a Arita who was the daughter of a king who’s land was next to his. There was some bad blood between them in which Rome had sided with Herod on. In reality Herod Antipas was not a king at all he was just over a region, but aspired to be like his father. 


Well he & his wife go to Rome to see what can be done about gaining this title & while there he meets up wife his half-brother Philip & becomes smitten with his wife Herodias, who happens to be his niece through another half-brother. Will I guess Herodias was someone Herod could not live with out so he sends his first wife packing & has Herodias move in with him. 


Now you need to understand that Herod was not Jewish, he was a descendent of Esau not Jacob. So the Jews did not like him & they hated the scandal, but as long as he was taking up their agenda they kept their moths shut. So Herod acted like most politicians, he did things based upon approval ratings. This was the first family, they were morally corrupt, unethical people who were good at politics. Now Herodias was much more into the whole power thing then was her new husband. It is not sure which she loved more the title or her husband? If you pardon the pun she was always trying to get Herod ahead!    

V.) Vs. 3-12 The Offense of Trying to Get Ahead

Vs. 3-5 It is into this that we come to the flash back. John was no coward morally, but he was a bad politician for he spoke the truth & he did so continually. The word “said” in verse four means to say repeatedly. Simply put John kept on saying; “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Now this action angered Herod but it angered Herodias even more. 
Herod, the good politician that he was, did a poll of the people & found out that it would not be a good idea to kill John as the people held as a spokes men for God. So he put him into prison instead. So John was kept in the fortress called Machaerus some 4 mile East of the Dead Sea. This prison stood 3,500 above sea level on a rocky ridge with only one entrance into it. While there we are told by Mark that Herod would often go & talk with John & even developed a relationship with him. It appears that Herod was fascinated religion, specifically Jewish religion. So Herod protected John from his new wife who hated him & wanted him dead.

Vs.6-12 Herodias new her husbands weakness towards women, so she planed an opportunity to get rid of John when she knew her husband would not politically be able to protect John. She evidently planed this all out as her daughter Salome new what to ask for after her step father would make his oath before all the chief rulers of the people. So old Herod has to much to drink & may I say a “laps in judgment”. As Salome dances this pornographic dance he promises her what ever she wants up to half his kingdom, a kingdom which he did not really have. He promised this oath before all who were the leaders of the area so he could not back down, he was ambitious wanting to get ahead, well it would cost him a head, the head of John the Baptist. 


So instead of doing what is right when he knew he was wrong he chooses to protect this false image of himself. Herod after all was a coward, he was more concerned with what others thought then what was right & it was through his moral weakness that he was trapped. Now some may admire leaders like Herod, but I’m more inclined to be like John the Baptist. 


Folks, how about you? We have just seen two scandals. May, I say that it is always the failure to trust Jesus for who He is that leads to the moral breakdown of the second. If we as believers do not trust Jesus & like John speak the truth in love then we can not expect our country not to be rocked by scandals. There will always be Herod’s the real question is will there be any John’s?       

Matthew 14:13-21

“Waiters”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 13-15 Moved With Compassion 

III.) Vs. 16-21 Principles of Service

I.) Intro

We now come to three more miracles in the life of Jesus. The first one is the only miracle that Jesus performed that is recorded in all of the gospel’s records. The second one is familiar in it’s setting as it again takes place on the sea of Galilee. The third is a general account on the shores of Gennesaret. The benefit of these accounts is in what they reveal about the nature of Christ in relationship to those that follow Him. 


If you are like me you have a red letter version of the Bible, that is the words of Christ are in red. I have taken the liberty to put together all the words that Jesus spoke on these three occasions: “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat."

"Bring them here to Me." "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." "Come." "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" Not many words are there? Yet in the actions of Jesus we shall see that he gives us great insight into our life in Him. In the first we see our “vocation” WAITERS. In the second we see how we are to work, WALK BY FAITH. Lastly, we see ultimately all we do is WITNESS His work in the lives of others. 


 Hudson Taylor, the missionary who carried the Gospel to the interior of China, was once approached by a man with one leg. The man said, "I want to go to China as a missionary." Taylor asked, "Why do you think you can be a missionary when you have only one leg?" The man replied, "Because I don't see any men with two good legs going." Jim Elliot, the martyred messenger of the gospel to South America, once called missionaries. “A bunch of nobodies trying to exalt Somebody”. That is what we shall see we are today!                                                   
II.) Vs. 13-15 Moved With Compassion

Vs 13 What we have here in this verse is the timing in which these miracles took place. 


1.) We are told; “When Jesus heard it..” Heard what? Heard of the beheading of His cousin John the Baptist. Simply put they follow right after the horrible act of Herod that gave cause for Jesus to go to a deserted place. Not out of fear, but rather for the time was not right. 


By the way this is the same Herod that in about a years time Jesus will appear before. We are told in Luke 23:8 that upon that visit Herod was “exceedingly glad” to see Jesus, but Jesus said not a word to Herod. In fact no conversation ever took place between the two. In a years time Herod’s conscious will move from conviction about the murder of John, to curiosity about Jesus. Old Herod was a guy amazingly interested about religion, but Jesus had not a word for him.  


2.) Another thing we pick up from Marks account is that this miracle takes place right after the disciple’s have returned from being sent out & they are jazzed to tell Jesus all things what they had done & taught. 


Simply put, this band of disciples needed a rest, they needed to get away from the strain on ministry. So they take off to across the Sea of Galilee to be alone, but the people heard where he was going & news spread from village to village. 

Vs. 14 Before we can look at some principals to being God’s waiters, may I make a simple observation? Look at the attitude of Jesus towards this multitude, “He was moved with compassion.” It literally means, “to have the bowels yearn”. It describes a deep since of pity that comes from the very heart of a person that moves him to action. It is a response that goes beyond “look at those poor folks!” to “I must do something for those poor folks!”. Yet, Jesus was tired. He had just suffered the lose of John His cousin. 


If I would of saw that multitude in the state that Jesus was in, knowing that as we are told in the gospel of John that after this miracle they wished to take Him by force to make Him king, I would told them all to just go home. We all tend to serve based upon our resources not on the needs of others! Oh, to God that we would look out into the world & see the multitudes of sick needed people & be willing, in spite of where we are emotionally & physically, heal the sick. Folks, the greatest lack in the church today is not a lack of resources, rather it is a lack of relinquishing those resources. We are more aware of our needs then we are of the needs of others therefore we hold back compassion thinking, “Hey if I give here or there I won’t have enough for myself.” That is what this miracle is all about. You will never have anything at all until you give all you have to Him.     

Vs. 15 So it becomes evening & the disciples are aware of the multitudes & the problems of obtaining food for such a group & like a bunch of C.E.O’s they come to Jesus & tell Him of supply & demand problems better let them go so they can get some food. There were 5,000 men besides women & children so you probably have around 10 to 15 thousand hungry people around. 


Now it is interesting that they did not turn to Jesus for help here to meet the need. Instead they took inventory of what they had, Mark tells us that they had got a ruff idea that it would take more than 200 days wages & that still would not buy enough food for such a crowd. Now John gives us an interesting account on this. John tells us that Jesus did this to test the disciple’s & that Philip was the person He asked the questions to. And then Andrew spoke up & said that there was a young man there who had 5 barley loafs & two small fish, & that was not any where close to enough. Just a side note a barley loaf was bairly a loaf, it was about the size of a biscuit. So they had thought about the need, evaluated their resources & made a simple conclusion; “get rid of them & let them get food on their own.” Problem solved!   

III.) Vs. 16-21 Principles of Service

Vs. 16-17 Now as I already said this was a test Jesus knew what he was going to do He was just seeing if these guys understood how to meet the needs of “hungry hurting multitudes”. Do you? Would you respond to Jesus the same way? Folks this is a test of faith & surrender. 


A.) Vs. 16-17 Start with what you have: The first thing Jesus did was dismiss their conclusion based on their evaluation of resources. Folks, duty is not measured by ability! All to often people say; “Well, I say the need, but just don’t have enough to meet that need.” To the disciples this was an impossible command, but so with the Lord. Any thing in the Lord’s hand goes a long way! The word “you” is emphatic in Greek, it was not enough just to recognize the problem they needed to take responsibility for the multitudes. It’s great to feel concern for others, but ministry takes place when we take that concern to responsibility & surrender our resources to Jesus.


B.) Vs. 18 Give what you have to Jesus: The miracle of the multiplication was when what they had became what He had. Do you see that? Our part is first of all surrendering what we have. A little goes a long way when it is His to work with. I believe that oft times we have so little to start with because it is our & not His! Before the Lord can bless what we have we must give what we have to Him. Now notice carefully what He does with what they gave Him: 



1.) Vs. 19 Obedience:  Luke tells us that He commands His disciple’s to have them sit down in groups of fifty. Blessings never come about apart from obedience.    

Now no doubt that this would make the distribution easier. When you have surrendered, then it does not matter what the Lord asks you to do you will do it.



2.) Vs. 19 He blessed it: That is the word we get eulogy from. The Lord gave thanks for what God had provided no matter how much it was. What they had they had surrendered to the Lord was an act of worship towards the Lord. “Father this is what you have given us to use to meet the needs, so Lord use it to be glorified.”



3.) Vs. 19 He Broke it: All of what they had was what they had taken inventory of, it represented their self-sufficiency & self-reliance. It had to be surrendered & broken to be a blessing. Do you see that. Folks, it only through brokeness that what we have becomes food for the hungry! Oh, dear saints do you feel right now that you are being broken? Perhaps it is because you are going to be used to feed the hungry souls!



4.) Vs. 19-29 He gave & they gave: That is what we are waiters! That is our calling. We simply surrender all of what we have to Jesus & He multiplies it & gives it back to us to distribute it to the needed. We are distributors not manufacturers, all to often we get caught up trying to figure out how it is going to happen, that’s His concern, we are just waiters distributing His food.  


C.) Vs. 20-21 Collect the results: Nothing was wasted! The word for filled is “gorged”, I know a little about what that feels like. Every time I go to Marie Calendars & get that feeling. Now it is interesting to realize here that the disciple’s had not eaten as well. How many basket-full’s did they pick up after all were gorged? Twelve! And how many disciples were there? Twelve! So these waiter’s were fed themselves on what they had given to the Lord to meet the needs of others! That is the whole picture of what we are called to do.


Think of this for a moment with me:

The world is perishing, they are starving. And we need to have compassion upon them. The church well it is like the disciples powerless worried about it’s resources or lack of them so we send the people away. We are not meeting their needs, but we have a compassionate savior who is not willing that any should parish. What are we to do? If you will turn with me to the gospel of John 6:26-35 you will see what Jesus said the very next day to those same multitudes. "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." Therefore they said to Him, "What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? "Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.' Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. "For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." Then they said to Him, "Lord, give us this bread always." And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” 


The world is feeding on empty substitutes & all to often we are depriving them of the Bread of Life. Let’s give what we have to Him that He may use it for His glory!

Matthew 14:22-36

“Walking With Jesus In The Storms of Life”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 22-26 The Storm & The Lord 

III.) Vs. 27-33 Stepping Out & Being Caught

IV.) Vs. 34-36 Touching Hem

I.) Intro

I must admit that I like to laugh & my favorite person to laugh at is me. I do some of the

dumbest things. Now, with that said I don’t have much since of humor during my personal failures. This morning we shall see the disciple’s at a very embarrassing moment, yet we shall also discover how the Lord walks with us in the midst of failures. 


I was reading the other day about some of the worlds dumbest crooks. It seems that a Steven Richard King was arrested for trying to hold up a Bank of America in Modesto. Not that’s not a very funny event except for the fact that it was not an armed robbery. You see Mr. King went up to the teller with a note that demanded money in small bills. His hand was placed in his coat pocket to simulate a gun. All was going fine until the scared teller was not moving fast enough. With time of the utmost importance in a bank robbery, Mr. king new he had to get this teller to hurry so he felt she needed more motivation to get the money faster. So he pulled his hand out of his coat pocket & said to her; “Hurry up or I will shoot!” Now I’m sure that Mr. King right now is not laughing. This morning I hope we shall all have a good laugh at ourselves for we are all to often like these disciple’s not trusting in the Lord.  

II.) Vs. 22-26 The Storm & The Lord

Vs. 22-23 There are several things that we are told that set up this story:


1.) First, there is in the words, “immediately & made”. A since of urgency is in the placing of these disciple’s in the boat. Matthew tells us that this sending away took place right after the feeding of the 5,000, but John records for us the explanation for the urgency; John 6:14 -15 “Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world. Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.” Clearly Jesus knew that the crowds motives & actions were outside the will of God. Perhaps it was for this reason that Jesus removed the disciple’s, so that they would not get caught up in something that would seem so right yet be out side the will of God.


2.) Vs. 23 We are told here that He went up on a mountain to pray. I like this, in the midst of all that was going on in His life Jesus felt it a priority to spend time alone to pray. Our need for direction & fellowship with God is the greatest need we have, for it is from this that we receive the power & peace to face the storms of life. At times of great loss we all need to be comforted; you will only find that in a relationship with the Lord. 


Not that long ago a businessman from Wisconsin went on a trip to Louisiana in the summer. When he got there he plugged his laptop computer into the hotel room to shoot back an E-mail to his wife, Jennifer Johnson. So he wrote her a quick note & sent it to her E-mail address JennJohn@world.net. At the same time the widowed wife of pastor Jean Johnson of Iowa had just returned from the burial of her husband. Two seemingly different situations both needing comfort & communication. Unfortunately, in his haste Mr. Johnson the businessman in Louisiana typed in the wrong E-mail address. Instead of Jenn Johnson it read Jean Johnson thus it was sent to the pastors wife’s computer. As she checked the E-mail’s later that day she came across this simple note; “Honey, arrived here safely, but boy it sure is hot down here!” She fainted right on the spot! We live in a communication age, E-mails, cell-phones & the like, but the greatest source of communication we have is with the Lord through prayer. Hey, you will never have to worry about getting the wrong address & you are always assured that He will take your call.

Vs. 24 May I point out to you some obvious facts concerning this trial?


A.) The Lord is the One placed them in this situation. Did the Lord know the storm was coming? Sure! Did deliberately direct them towards the storm? You bet! I find this to be true of storms that come into my life; they come for two reasons, both of which the Lord allows:



1.) Correction: Like Jonah the reluctant missionary who hated the Ninevite’s & yet was told that he was to go preach there, but instead of obeying the Lord went the opposite direction. So the Lord sent a great storm upon the ship that carried him. Sometimes if we are out of the will of God, He will send a storm into our lives to get us back on coarse. 



2.) Perfection: That is the case in this story before us. These disciple’s were being obedient so this storm was not for correction, but rather to teach these guys to trust Him. Why was it sent at this time? Well, that had just been involved in this feeding of the 5,000 where they did not want to respond to the needs of others because they did not trust Him with what they had. The simple truth is that struggle develops faith! A lot of people think that faith is believing in spite of the evidence that’s not true. Faith is not about believing it is about obeying in spite of the consequences!


Perhaps right now you are in the middle of a storm in your life & you are being tossed about by the waves of circumstances. Maybe you feel as though you are going contrary to the wind? You know the first thing you got to do is to determine what kind of storm you are in. Is the storm corrective because of disobedience? Or is to out of obedience to make you more like Jesus? It is important to know this because you will need to do different things depending upon which storm your in. 


1.) If you are in a storm because of disobedience then you will need to turn around (repent) because you are going against His will.


2.) But if you are being perfected you will need to keep rowing in the storm & trust Him to keep you. Will you do what the Lord says even though a storm is on it’s way? Hey, folks let me just say that there is a great misconception in Christianity. We are told that if we are obedient that are seas will bring us nothing but “smooth sailing”. So when you are out there on the seas because of obedience & the waves are crashing against your boat just remember that He brought you their for a reason & trust Him! We must never judge our security on the basis of circumstances alone.           

Vs. 25 Now we know the forth watch goes from 3: am to day break. So these guys had been out their all night. The first thing we saw was:


A.) The Lord is the One placed them in this situation

The second thing of note is:


B.) He never lost sight of them: It is here that Mark sheds some light of this. Mark 6:48 “Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them.” Hours had passed, they were miles off shore & He was a few miles up on a hill at night, yet He had not lost sight of them.  Not only did he see them He knew their plight. The word used for “straining” is the same word used for torture. Hey, folks the Lord is not some uncaring Oaf that does not care about your feelings, he feels all that you feel. Do you get where I’m going with this? There are times where when time has passed, distance had increased, vision is obscured & we think that the Lord does not care, but He does. He feels! He has never lost sight of you! 


It is interesting to note that this is not the first time that they have been on this lake & a life threatening storm arose. In Matt. 8:23-27 they were on this lake & He was in the boat asleep. He was with them in person & they doubted only to realize that He lone calms the sea. Now, He is not in the boat He is outside the boat, but He is coming to them & He has not lost sight of them.


So the Lord, placed them in this situation & never lost sight of them. But look what else:


C.) He is coming to them: Do you see that? Over the very waves that brought them fear, He is coming to them  More then this he has just come from praying for them! I love this Jesus went the same way they had gone. He did not meet them on the other side, He followed them over the same tossing waves & contrary winds. The waves that are breaking you are the waves that carry Him! What does this show us? It shows us that He is in control of the situation! 


Perhaps you think He has deserted you. Your out there alone in torture over your situation, but what is that come towards you? It’s the Lord meeting you where you are at!   

Vs. 26 Do you see the timing of Jesus coming to them? He waited until the ship was as far off shore as possible, they were as tired as possible & it was as dark as possible. That is when He came. Why? So that every thing that they would depend upon was removed all hope was to be lost. Let me again point some things out:


A.) Why did Jesus walk on the water & not just come the storm? To show them that the very thing fear was nothing more then a vehicles to bring them closer to Him. And the way to get closer to Him was to trust Him. We often fear the storms in our lives, but it is the storms that we learn to trust Him through!


B.) Why did they not recognize Jesus? That is simple, they were not looking for Him. They were not waiting & trusting they were in fear & fear had blinded their eyes to trust. When you don’t trust Him you won’t see Him for Who He is! 


It is interesting that in the Egyptian culture the symbol for the impossible is two feet placed upon an ocean! How about it? Is your situation impossible? Remember Who’s feet are placed upon that storm! You will never grow in faith until you trust Him!  

III.) Vs. 27-33 Stepping Out & Being Caught

Vs. 27 The whole purpose of the storm was to cause these guys to trust Him with all that they had. Yet fear had blinded their eyes to Who He was. That could be the end of the story. If I was Jesus I might of just kept on walking, bunch of doubting dodo’s. But that’s not our Lord; in the midst of their failure He reveals Himself, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” The N.L.T puts it this way; “It's all right," "I am here! Don't be afraid." Man what a Lord! It’s only all right because He is here & that is the only reason I can stop being afraid! Perhaps it’s time in your storm to realize this?

Vs. 28-32 It’s in response to Jesus’ statement that Peter takes a step of faith. May I just say this obvious truth? We will not take risks or steps of faith in our lives until we are assured of His love for us! Do you experientially know that He loves you & will never forsake You? 


Now before we criticize Peter for his failure let’s honor him for his faith. As I look out over church history there have been far to many of us sitting in the boat! We sit in the boat because it represents security & comfort. Anybody can sit in the boat & watch, but only those who trust the Lord that can leave the boat & walk on water! Are you willing to be different?


First lets look at what enabled him to surf with out a board:



1.) He was only asking to do what He saw the Lord already doing.



2.) He did not venture out until he had surrendered all to Him. The word “command” is the same word used to be summoned by a King. 



3.) He did not move out until he herd the Lord say “come”.  



4.) What Peter did was to get closer to Jesus.


What caused Peter to sink?:
 

1.) Vs. 30 He started to sink the moment he got his eyes off of Jesus. Peter started looking at the circumstances that he was in rather than keeping his eyes fixed on the author & finisher of his faith.



2.) Vs. 31 The word “doubt” means to be standing uncertainly at two ways. Peter started out great until he saw two ways instead of One!


What to do if you step out in faith & start to sink?:


1.) Vs. 30 “Beginning to sink”: Know that you are sinking! 



2.) Vs. 30 “Lord”: Know Who to cry out too!



3.) Vs. 30 “Save me”: Know what to ask for! By the way this is the most effective as well as the shortest prayer in the Bible!


So what was the outcome?:


1.) Vs. 31 “Immediately... Jesus caught him”: Peter was saved from his peril by the “hand” of the Lord. 



2.) Vs. 32 “When they got into the boat..” Peter was enabled to do what he could not do by himself , with the hand of the Lord. What Peter faltered in when his eyes got of the Lord he accomplished when he walked hand in hand with the Lord! 



3.) Vs. 32 “..the wind ceased.”: The thing that they were going contrary with stopped. As soon as they trusted Him the opposition ceased!     

   

4.) Vs. 33 “those that were in the boat... worshipped Him.”: Before they had asked the question who can this be. Now they Know Who He is. I wonder what to them was the greater miracle, the calming of the sea or the calming of Peter? Is it not great though that when we obey & step out in faith walking hand in hand with the Lord that the out come is that other s will worship Jesus for who He is!

IV.) Vs. 34-36 Touching Hem

Vs. 34-36 Hey how abut you this morning do you need to come & touch the hem of His garment? Their was a blue thread that was on the border of that hem & it stood for the word of God. These folks need to be changed they need to have their lives transformed so they came to Him & “as many that touched it were made perfectly well.” How about you this morning? It will not be Jesus who will turn you down. Will you come right up here right now for Him to transform your lives?   

Matthew 15:1-20

“Tradition! Or Tradition?”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-11 Tradition Verses The Word Of God

III.) Vs. 12-20 Inward Or Outward Holiness? 

I) Intro

 On the heals of the Lord’s miracles of the feeding of the 5,000, the walking on water & the touching of  the hem of His garment; comes this new opposition from the leadership of the Jews. At issue was tradition. Now one of my favorite movies is fiddler on the roof & the movie is really all about the contemporary culture of early 1900 Russia collapsing the traditions of the Jewish faith. Traditions die hard, don’t they? In 1903 the Russian czar noticed a sentry posted for no apparent reason on the Kremlin grounds. Upon inquiry, he discovered that in 1776 Catherine the Great found there the first flower of spring. "Post a sentry here," she commanded, "so that no one tramples that flower under foot!" So for 127 years a guard was posted their even though no other flower bloomed in that spot. 


To put this into context we need to understand why God put into effect the rules of the O.T. to begin with. You see the Jewish Nation was to realize Gods plan for their history, namely that they were a chosen nation “set apart” in God’s holiness. So various foods & things were seen as unclean, so when touched purification needed to take place. All of this was visible object lessons to show the absolute necessity of complete separation from sin. The plan was to reveal both to themselves & the gentiles around them Gods holiness. Instead they began to see themselves as special people & better then others based upon what they did not do that others did. With that they began writing massive volumes of books describing all sorts of way in which you could remain clean. 


Folks, I’m afraid at times the church has become like this as well. Instead of reaching the lost we want to appear to be better then them. Traditions, often cloud our ability to draw near to the Lord & what’s worse is that it keeps other from drawing nearer to Him as well.   

II.) Vs. 1-11 Tradition Verses The Word Of God

There are a series of three questions in this section all of which Jesus answer & all deal with the issue of tradition or religion verses the word of God & relationship

Vs. 1-2 These two verses sets up all of Jesus comments.


A.) First, I want to you to realize that this was no chance meeting between the scribes & the Pharisees. We are told that they came from Jerusalem, which was about a weeks walk from Galilee. Clearly what they wanted to discuss with Jesus was very serious to them.


B.) Second, the religious elect was untied in their concern over this issue as we are told that the scribes & the Pharisees came together. These two groups did not like each other, yet they were together on this issue. 


C.) Thirdly, the question they ask establishes the fundamental difference between religion & relationship. The charge was; “the disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For not wash their hands when they eat bread." They observed a difference between what they taught & what Jesus taught  as seen in the actions of the disciple’s. 


Now I must at this time point out that these disciple’s were not just being grungy & not washing their hands before they eat. The washing of hands was not hygienic it was based upon the “tradition of the elders” & was a ritual. The ritual came about from an old story told for years about a demon named Shibta, who sat on the hands of men while they slept so that if a person ate with hands that were not washed a certain number of times a certain way then the food would be very dangerous. So a certain Rabbi named Taanith based upon this superstition taught if they washed their hands said their prayers regularly they would be all right. Now these traditions were passed down from generation to generation & each time more was added to give better understanding. You see someone might ask a question like; “What happens if during my meal a fly lands on me & that fly had landed upon someone who had not washed their hands & prayed? Would my food be dangerous?” So they would go & discuss it & come up with some new way to combat the problem. By this time this is what they had to do at every meal:


“They would take 1/2 an eggshell of water & pour it over their hands as they were pressed together in an up right manner. They had to let the water run down & drip of their wrists & no further because now the water was unclean for it had touched that which was unclean. Then they flip their hands over & poor another eggshell of water over them, this time pointing their hands down & letting the water run off of their finger tips. Now if at any time during this the water did not run off the right way or you thought an impure thought you had to begin again. This did not just happen before a meal but during each coarse of the meal.”


So you can see what a radical thing this was to the religious establishment! Here were Jesus’ disciple’s they would wash their hands before they would eat then just go at it.

Vs. 3 Now notice carefully how Jesus answers their objection. 


A.) First, you will notice that He does not deny the their observation. In fact in the words, “Why do you also..” He admits that they are breaking the ceremonial washing of hands. Simply put Jesus says; “You got it right fellows they are breaking the ritual.”  


B.) Next, you will see that Jesus asks them a question which tells them the answer to their problem: “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition.” What Jesus is saying is that what you are demanding of these guys is not in the word of God. It was a tradition, not scripture, something they had already admitted. 


Right there you see the difference with religion & relationship. Religion is ultimately interested in outward rituals to the point that they supersede the word of God. I love this, Jesus just asks them a question & in so doing says; “Show me in the Word!” 

Lets take baptism. There are some people who see this as a ritual of salvation & so they take their babies to the priest who says a few words over them, sprinkles some water over them & prest-O change-O the baby is saved. That supersedes the word of God. Your not saved by some water being dripped over you. John 1:12-13 tells us how you are saved “But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.   They are reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan--this rebirth comes from God.” (N.L.T.) The supreme thing in a relationship with God is obedience to His Word. The supreme thing in religion is outward conformity to tradition.

Vs. 4-6 These guys had come bringing an illustration of how the disciple’s had violated tradition. Jesus now gives them in answer to how they violate the word of God by tradition.


This was the 5th commandment & the first one with a promise linked with it was the passage about cursing against their father or mother. That is what the Word of God said. “Corban” means a gift or donated, In such a case it could still be in your possession & even in your regular use but it belonged to the temple. So they would go all through their possessions & dedicated every thing to the temple. So Mom & Dad would be in need of help & they would say; “Mom, Dad I would really like to help you out, but you know every thing I have here is dedicated to the temple!”  Also you could curse your father or mother by starting your words by saying; “Mom dad what I’ve got to say to you is for your benefit & it’s a gift dedicated to the temple. Your two dirty rotten no good so & so’s!” All these tradition placed the Word of God void. Tradition was ahead of the Word & took away the responsibility to obey the scriptures. 


Folks, we all have our little traditions, but do those traditions leave out responsibility to obey the Word? People obey tradition to look good before man, but we obey the Word because we love God! 

Vs. 7-9 Jesus further illustrates His point by quoting Isaiah. Hey, it’s impossible to honor God with your mouth when your heart is far from obeying Him! It’s not all the religious stuff that God is impressed with, it’s where your heart is at. A lot of times we sing songs like we did this morning : “Just a closer walk with thee grant it Jesus, is my plea. Daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.” Was that your prayer as you sang those words? Or was it just some ritual? God is concerned not just with the action, but with the hearts motivation behind the action. The other day I went to watch a little of my son’s freshman basketball team as they practiced. There were two teams on the court as they were practicing offence’s & defense’s. It was quite obvious one team was motivated 

& the other was not; a point the coach quickly picked up on. You can’t just go through the motions to do it right, your heart has to be in it. 

Vs. 10-11 Notice here that what Jesus has to say He wants everyone to hear. This ought to settle the issue about what makes a person holy for all time. He renders for all time the uselessness of external religion & at the same time the importance of a heart relationship. It’s not what a person eats with their mouth or touch with their hands that makes them unclean or sinners. That is not how you tell if a person is a sinner. It is what comes out of their mouth that shows where their real heart character is. Of coarse Jesus is talking here about ceremonial cleanliness in regards to foods & hands. He is not speaking of smoking dope, getting drunk, or what you are putting into yourself as far as worldly things.      


The point being that when a person thinks because they observe some rules here & there in there life that they have a relationship with God they have missed what God has for us. God is after the heart not just the outward conformity. 


Now, your probably thinking well that’s all right because I don’t have a problem with this. Do you ever pray over your food at home, then go & watch some T.V. program that you should not be seeing?  

III.) Vs. 12-20 Inward Or Outward Holiness?

Vs. 12-14 The disciple’s picked up on the fact that the religious leader from Jerusalem were up set with Jesus’ last words. These men were the representatives of the faith, they were what you thought of when you thought of religion. And Jesus just blows away in one statement the whole outward thing. Look at what He says:


A.) Vs. 13 Religion is just a temporal thing, it concerns it’s self with temporal things & ultimately it just gets in the way of what the Father has. Jesus does not attack the stewards of the system, He attacks the system! What’s wrong with ritual’s? They are not planted by the Father! Let me say this very plain God has not planted religion, He has planted relationship! So He is going to uproot religion.


B.) Vs. 14 Now He address the religious leaders, blind leaders of the blind. Simply put those that want to appear before men to be religious will always be satisfied with outward appearances, but those who want the truth of a relationship won’t follow. 


No matter what evidence that has been put forth even by those in the profession there are still people who claim that “professional wrestling” is real. Have you ever watched that stuff? My son & I watch it some times to get a laugh. Now I’m not saying that these guy’s aren’t some pretty incredible athlete’s but the whole thing is staged.

Vs.15-16 Now Peter he is a good Jew & he is struggling a bit with this whole thing about clean & unclean. He is going to struggle with it some more as well. Folks, ritual & external things are tough to get over. We like to be able to think of ourselves in light of what we are doing instead of what He has done for us. Peter wants a fuller explanation between physical defilement & moral defilement, you see Peter still sees them linked. So Jesus gives him the answer in how they are eliminated.   


A.) Vs. 17 First, what goes in must come out so it is naturally eliminated. What is ceremonially unclean; pork & other things is just going to be taken care of as it passes through your digestive system.


B.) Vs. 18-20  Second, these things can not be eliminated in other way then a changed life. There is no ritual that can take away these except a changed heart. It is these things that determine where a person is & where they are heading not what they eat. The great issues of character are seen in actions of love, mercy, forgiveness & repentance. Not in what you stick in your mouth. Mc Gee say’s “What is in the heart of the well will come up in the bucket of the mouth sooner or later.” Oh dear Lord may You always be in the heart of our well!

Matthew 15:21-28

“Worshipped”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 21-28 Puppy Dog Faith

I) Intro

On the Heals of Jesus conflict with the religious He again departs this time into uncharted territory. At the half way point of His earthly ministry Jesus goes into gentile communities. The response is amazing! The simple faith & simple prayers of those with need is only exceed by the love of Jesus to reach those who called out to Him.


Simple faith, instead of religious traditions what a wonderful thing & how different it is then religion. A man went bear-hunting on a Sunday. As he was in the woods, he heard a sound behind, turning around he saw the largest bear he had ever seen standing on its hind legs growling & salivating. He aimed his rifle & pulled the trigger, instead of “bang” he heard “click”! He had forgot to load the rifle. He threw down his rifle & began to run. As he ran the bear was on his heals, until he tripped over a stump & rolled down a ravine. He tried to stand but his leg was broken. Knowing things looked bad he began to pray; “Father, I know that I should be in church right now & believe when I say,  I wish I was there at this moment. Have mercy upon me & give me favor. Lord cause this bear not to be hungry; indeed Lord cause this bear to be saved, that I might be saved. Lord, if you do this one thing I will serve you all the days of my life.” About the time that he finished his prayer the bear was standing over him & as soon as the man had finished his prayer something amazing happened. The bear fell to its knees, puts paws together. The man was over come with joy & thanksgiving until he heard the bears prayer; “Lord, thank-you for this food you have provided!” Simple prayer, simple faith an amazing thing!  

II.) Vs. 21-28 Puppy Dog Faith

Vs. 21 Religion had questioned Him, but relationship compelled Him to compassion. So He leaves the region of Galilee & crosses the border some 50 miles to Tyre & Sidon, gentile country. They were Canaanite’s by nationality & Greek by religion.. They had started out as trades people builders & artisans. And from this they acquired great wealth & that wealth & prosperity led them to wicked Idolatry. They were the hated enemies of the Jews & they hated the Jews. Most of them worship the Asherah the god of nature.    
      

Vs.22 There are four things Jesus does to draw this woman out, all seen in the word “answered”. Now Marks gospel tells us that upon arriving into this region “He entered a house & wanted no one to know it, but He could not be hidden.” He could not be hidden for this woman’s need drew Him forth. 


I like to think of this event from the perspective of Jesus. He knew that there was a gentile woman, with false ideas about God. She had grown up raised on a host of false deities, perhaps she was faithful to those ideals & now a crisis has come into her life her daughter has been severally possessed by a demon. Her concepts of god, her religious works avail nothing. Yet, she has heard of this Jesus & even though it goes against her religion & all of her prejudice she comes to Him. Folks, He traveled 50 miles to meet this woman & in so doing He broke religious barrier with the gospel. Do you realize that this is the first recorded gentile convert. She is not coming for herself she is coming for her daughter. Jesus came not to destroy her faith, but to develop it.


Note: The contrast between the Pharisees & scribes & this woman: They had come to him traveling 50 miles to argue tradition above relationship. Jesus had traveled 50 miles because there was a woman wanting relationship above her traditions. I believe that all people are religious & they all have to over come those religious traditions of their lives to come to Christ.


Now notice her words to Jesus carefully: 



A.) “Have mercy..” Nothing wrong with this it ought to be the cry of every soul in distress.  It speaks from the human side of being unworthy & from Gods side as being greater then any other thing.      



B.) “Son of David.” Of the 16 times you find this phrase in the gospels it is the only time in which it is uttered by a gentile. This term was used to acknowledge His Messiahship something that she would not of know anything about. She had heard this term used of Him by Jews & wanted to address him properly so she board the phrase. Hey, a great many non-believers have the terminology down correctly, but that is not what Jesus is after. 

Vs. 23 This is the religious, response the proper Jewish way of addressing Him; & He has not a word to say. At first glance this seems to be a bit harsh, a desperate woman trying to save her child, trying to say the right thing to get Him to respond in mercy to her need. “And He has nothing to say?” Do you ever feel like this? Do you ever have a pressing need & you do all the right things to get God to respond & nothing? May I suggest to you that Jesus will never respond to a religious formula no matter how correct & truthful it might be. Jesus is not a theological conviction, He is not a creed you recite, He is a person! 


You go to the person you want to marry & your going to propose, so you pull out a piece of paper & start reciting a conviction or creed, then you ask what do you say will you marry me? No, you go to the person you love who fills your life with joy & laughter & you poor your heart out to them you become vulnerable.  


So this woman keeps on crying out to the Lord so much so that the disciple’s say; “Hey, Lord do something that she may go away!” Look folks I’m not so sure that I would not of said the same thing. People are messy & getting involved requires us to get dirty. This is the second time they have asked the Lord to send needy people away.

Vs.24 Now based upon her initial statement & approach He tells the disciple’s & the woman that; “If you are approaching me based upon religion & tradition then I will answer you only upon religion & tradition.” Do you see that? “You call after me in some religious formula for heart need & based upon that formula I’m only called to Jews that are lost.” May I list too you the things going against this gal?


1.) She was a woman & they were not thought of very highly.


2.) She was a Canaanite & they were hated.


3.) She had not made a good impression upon the disciple’s. 

But you got to admire her determined faith!     

Vs. 25 She is driven by her need past all the religious barriers look at what she does here.


A.) She came & worshipped Him. The word worship means to turn & kiss, like your dog does on your hand. It is a spontaneous sign of great affection. Folks, where religious formulas fail spontaneous affection worked. It was simple & sincere. 


B.) She no longer called Him by what those Jewish people would she called to Him based upon her heart felt need; “Lord” or if you will “supreme master”. Gone is all the religious pretense now all there is left sweet surrender!


C.) Help Me: There is no long wended shopping list, no you have got to do this thing may way. No, just “help me.” This is one of the three shortest prayer recorded in the Bible. Peter had just cried out “Lord save me.” Now we see this woman cry out, “Lord, help me.”. Then finally you will here the thief on the cross cry out, “Lord, remember me.” 


1.) “Lord save me.” 


2.)  “Lord, help me.”


3.) “Lord, remember me.”

You know what all of these got immediate response. Hey, you don’t need all the thee’s & thou’s to impress the Lord He want’s us to cut to the heart of our need. But do you see that though each of these prayers cut to the heart of the need they are all open ended & totally dependent upon Jesus meeting those needs the way in which He sees best?

Vs. 26 Now at first glance this seems quite harsh as He calls her a little dog. The Jews hated dogs they were called “goy”. They were kind of like our wolfs or coyotes; vicious animals that traveled around in packs attacking farm animals & little children. In the Hebrew language there is no such thing as swear words they are just no words for such things. So this is as bad as it would get & this is what they called gentiles “goyim” it was a racial slur a dirty word if you will. But that is not what Jesus calls her. Notice that our English translation renders it “little dogs”? There is another word for dog & it described a little puppy dog. That is the word he used here. 

Vs. 27 she response back to Him using the same analogy. She does argue of her unworthiness to receive mercy from the Lord, she only asks for the crumbs that would fall from the table. In those days there were no eating utensils neither were there any napkins. So eating was a messy proposition. So they would say a piece of bread or two for after the meal & they would use that to clean their face & hands & then they would throw that piece of bread to the little house hold pet dog under the table. She is just asking the Lord to deal with her on her low estate, right where she is at. No religious pretense, just honest brokeness. 

Vs. 28 This is what Jesus has been drawing her into simple faith based upon who He is. I can just picture a smile breaking out on His face. Notice, how He speaks to her: “Woman”. Now in our culture to address a lady like this would be disrespectful, but the word Jesus uses her is “goo-nay” & it is used as a term of endearment. In fact it is the same word Jesus uses to address His mother. It is also used when a person would speak to their wife. Maybe we would say, “Dear”. Then Jesus marvels at her trust in Him. Her faith had over come religion & prejudice, silence & disappointment. She had come through all of that & came out with what she asked for.


I marvel at Jesus willingness & the great lengths that He would go to touch people. May I again point out to you that time & time again Jesus rejected religion & ministered to sinners. That gives me great joy, for I know that it is not some formula that saves me in my time of need it is a person!

communion          

Matthew 15:29-39

“The Freedom Of Faith”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 29-31 At The Feet Of Jesus

III.) Vs. 32-38 Fed & Sent on Our Way

I) Intro

As Jesus demonstrated that He was not into religion & rituals He left Tyre & Sidon to an area known as Decapolis. It was an area that included a confederation of 10 Gentile cites who had their own monetary system, judicial system, King, & army. They were very prosperous & worldly, the cities were littered with monuments to Zeus & other Greek gods. Folks, Jesus is still on the wrong side of the tracts as far as the Jew’s were concerned. Yet, as with the case of the Canaanite woman, His love still went forth in response to people’s needs. He had taught against the traditions & religious attitudes, that no foods were unclean & no people were unclean so He demonstrated such by going to people that no one would reach out too.


We are all to prone to react to tradition. It seems that in Australia they were dedicating a new building & they asked a Anglican Bishop to pray. So a few minutes before the ceremony in full priestly attire he went out to survey the audience. It just so happened that he spotted a friend he had not seen in about 25 years in the audience of over a thousand. Afraid he would not get another chance to get his attention he yelled out his name. Normally this would have gone unnoticed if it was not for the long lost friends name; you see the Bishop’s friends name was “Neal” & when he yelled out the name over a 1000 people went down to their knees. 

II.) Vs. 29-31 At The Feet Of Jesus

Vs. 29 Now Matthew does not tell us what region Jesus went to, but Mark tells us that it was Decapolis, which was again Gentile territory. Mark also informs us that the first person Jesus healed their was a man who was deaf & had a speech impediment. Now Jesus told him not to say anything, “but the more He commanded, the more widely they proclaimed it.” Their response was that; “He has done all things well. He makes both the deaf to hear & the mute to speak.” 


Again there is no reasoning away the miracle as the religious had done, instead their voice of approval could not be silenced. 

Vs. 30 Probably as a result of the healing of this man & their speaking of it “great multitudes came to Him.” Notice several things about the healings on the hill:


1.) These were people outside the covenant. That is again, Jesus is reaching out those folks who having heard of the healing of the deaf & mute man bring more to Him. What I mean to say is that Jesus touched people who were of the wrong place, more then that they were the wrong people. So often again we think that God will only work on our behalf when are in the right place with the right people. Hey, God responds to the human heart & He always knows where your at. What caused these folks with their prejudices to respond & forsake their false religion? Simple put, their religion did not work, it did not bring relief from their pain & suffering.


2.) Second notice what these heathen do! “great multitudes came...having with them those who were lame, blind, mute, maimed & many others. Do you see this? This carnal people are not only coming by themselves man they are bring others who are of greater need. Why, you don’t see this response from the disciple’s. These folks did not stop & ponder whether or not Jesus would be troubled with them. They did not worry about the proper way of doing things, they just grab every person they can think of to bring to Jesus. 


Why is it that we professing believers have such a hard time talking bringing people to Jesus to be touched of Him? May I suggest that it is found in the words, “Came to Him.” We need to be leading people to Jesus not church, now I’m glad when people come to Calvary Chapel at the invitation of those who call this home, but lets make sure that we are bring them to meet Jesus. If your here visiting we want you not to be impressed with us, we want you to realize that Jesus is the answer! You say; “Well I’m not so sure I know what the question is?” That’s all right we are here this morning to sure with you that we all had different question, but we all came up with the right answer!


3.) Thirdly look at the variety. As I said a moment ago, “different questions or problems.” Now I know that these are all physical ailments that were brought to Jesus, but permit me here for a moment to look at these from a different angel. 



A.) Lame: It describes a person who limped. A great many people today can still move around a little, but they are not moving around the way God had designed them too. We’ve got this beautiful cheery wood clock. It looks good from the out side. The hands of the clock still move around the dial & the charms still go off at the hours. The problem is that it never runs at the right time & charms instead of making the beautiful tones they were designed for make this awful oriental sound. You may not be completely unable to function, but are you willing to settle for that?



B.) Blind: That is the word “opaque or smoky”. You see the problem is not that they don’t see it is that don’t see as they were designed to. How about you? Is life opaque & fuzzy. Are you living in the world 9-5, 5 days a week thinking “Wow, I’ve made it, now how do I give it back?” 



C.) Mute:  Now this is an interesting word for it emphasizes being unable to speak, but it does so from the stand point of being unable to hear. Hey, folks I think that is why some many people are struggling in their relationships with others. We’ve all heard it; “I just can’t talk to that person!” Perhaps it’s because you aren’t listing to them? 



D.) Maimed: The word here means to rock about & it suggests being completely enable to sue the hands or fit. Sometimes our ailments are a lot more disabilitating aren’t they. 

Now notice that it says, “and many others”. In other words it does not matter what it was that they had troubling them Jesus was the answer. Maybe what’s going on in your life is not in some category that’s all right it does not have to be.


At this point & want you to notice something, where were they brought? “At the feet of Jesus.” That’s a humbling thing & it suggests that things we saw last week “worship & surrender.” 

Vs. 31 And what was the result of coming to Jesus? They were made whole! They functioned as God intended. Folks it does not matter who goofed up your life is or how broken a certain area is God does not just fix it, He makes it new! It is interesting that did just here the mute talking they heard them preaching. They didn’t just see the maimed able to move around they were healthy & well fit. They didn’t just see the lame take a few steps they saw them walking all around. The blind were not just able to see they were able to perceive they could comprehend what they saw. Man, we are talking about some radical changes.


Now notice what they all do. They glorify the God of Israel. That tells us that they knew the difference of the old false religion that they had held on to. It also shows us that they saw through the religion of Israel to the relationship to the God of Israel. Is that not amazing, simple faith grasped what tradition could not in thousands of years convey, “the worship of the One true God!” In the midst of the wrong country with the wrong people, God made worshipers out of sinners. How? By touching those that came with His love & compassion. All that self righteous stuff turned them away, but genuine care for those that hurt changed lives! 

III.) Vs. 32-38 Fed & Sent on Our Way

Vs. 32 The scene that we talked about above lasted the parts of three days. And no doubt all their food supplies had been used up. There are those who say that this feeding is really the same miracle as recorded in chapter 14, but there are some major problems with that opinion:


1.) 5,000 verses 4,000.


2.) 5 loaves 2 fish verses 7 loaves few little fish.


3.) Mainly Jews verses mainly gentiles.


4.) Near Bethsaida verses near Decapolis.


5. Crowd with Him one day verses three days.


6.) Setting of the green grass (spring time) verses setting on the dirt (summer time)


7.) 12 small baskets full over verses 7 hampers full.


8.) Tried to make Him King verses no response.

With that pointed out Jesus himself says in chapter 16:9-10 that there were two feedings. So why do some folks try to insist that this is the same miracle? Well, it’s because of these dumb disciple’s response. I mean look why would not these guys just say, “Sure Lord, here is what we have go do your stuff!” Hey, how many times has the Lord proven Himself faithful to you in areas of your life? To many to count right? Yet, some thing come up in your life right now what do you do? Doubt! End of argument!


Now perhaps your thinking, “I’m not deserving for the Lord to touch my life, I mean I’ve messed it up all by my self. What right do I have to expect Jesus to be willing to help?” Folks, these people were not asking for this, they were not deserving this, He just responded to human need. He did not preach a message afterward, He just blessed these people because they were in need. 


Came across this the other day for those of us who are looking to help out those who are less fortunate then ourselves. “With Christmas season approaching, please look into your heart to help those in need. Hundreds of N.B.A. players right here in our own country are living at or just below the 7 figure salary level. What’s worse is that they may be deprived of their pay for several more weeks even the rest of the season. But you can help! For only $700.00 a day or $20,835.00 a month you can help pay the minimum wage of the average player. For your little sacrifice of your months mortgage or rent you can make the difference between their vacationing in Florida or their cruse through the Mediterranean. Their having to keep that year old Lexus or being able to purchase the second Ferrari. Won’t you please make a sacrifice so they won’t have too?

Vs. 33-38 Hey, that is the way I see us some times. Blessed not because we even need it. So here the Lord does just as we saw a few weeks back. Starts with His compassion & what we are willing to give to Him. Then their is that part of obedience where the multitudes sit down, then He Blesses it, breaks it & Gives it to the waiters. 


Perhaps these disciple’s thought, “I know the Lord can feed 5000 Jews, but I don’t think He will bother with these heathen.” The Lord has no limits on what He can do except the ones we place upon Him! 


I came across something pretty neat when I was looking at the words “gave thanks”. It seems that according to Jewish customs, the head of the house was to speak the blessing only if he shared in the meal. The only exception to this was if those who sat down to eat were his children or of his household then he would speak even if he did not eat. Jesus treats these people as if they were His children. 


The other thing of interest here is the amount of left overs, “seven large basket fulls.” The 12 of chapter 14 were small like picnic baskets or lunch box’s. Here the word used for “large basket” is the same word used to describe the basket that was used to lower Paul from the wall of Damascus. It was a basket large enough to hide in. Folk’s some time less is more! We are all caught up in stats, but clearly the feeding of 12,000 was as impressive as the 15,000.            

Vs. 39 Here we see Jesus just dismissing the crowd, went across the lake to the area in which Mary Magdala was from. No fan fair just simple faith all in response to a loving Savior who was there for them, that’s what it’s all about.

Matthew 16:1-12

“Understanding The Signs”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-4 A Sign From Heaven

III.) Vs. 5-12 Bread That Satisfies

I) Intro

In this chapter we come to a historical & theological turning point. As Jesus again came back into Jewish territory & an official group was waiting for Him. Matthew presents Jesus as the King, the long awaited Messiah. He carefully shows this in who Jesus was, & in what He said & did. With that said it is interesting to see that those who should of been most aware of His proclamation are the very ones who rejected Him, asking for a sign five times of which this is the fourth! 


About a month ago as we were coming back from the Gilroy outlets we had to stop for some gas in Santa Nilla. My wife & kids went into the store to look around while I was left to pump the gas. All was going well until something startled me. I thought I heard my name, “Dale!”. I quickly turned around to see who was talking to me & nobody was there. Then it happened again, “Dale!” Now this time I knew I heard my name, but I did not recognize the voice of the person calling me, nor did I see where they were at. Now I’ve got to admit I was a bit overcome by this revelation. Was it the Lord? The voice did seem to come from above. But why would the Lord speak to me at a Beacon gas station in Santa Nella? And what was more puzzling the voice I heard was that of a woman & it was not my wife or my daughter. Then I heard the voice again, “Dale!” Now this time I got real brave & said; “Yes!” I was going to say “Here I am Lord!”, but I was after all at a gas station. As soon as I said “Yes!” The voice from above said; “Would you like a decaf exspresso?” Now if you all could of seen the expression on my face it would of been on a worlds most funny home video. Why would the Lord want to know if I wanted an expresso? Was this some kind of test? Now I believe God is gracious & He knows my every desire so I just said; “Yes, that would be nice, thank-you!” I started towards the store part of the gas station ready to tell my wife that the Lord just bought me an exspresso when I noticed that my wife & kids were laughing with the station attendant, who was the one that had spoken to me. 


I did not ever say to you all that I was a bright man. The trouble with outward signs is that they can be either over looked or over exaggerated, neither of which is a good thing. Miracles & signs never convert a person, they can only confirm scripture, but only faith converts a person. The world will say; “Seeing is believing!” The Bible says; “Believing is seeing!”  


Voltaire the famous French atheist was so bitter against Christianity that he once said; “Even if a miracle or sign was done out in the open market place before 1000 witnesses, I would mistrust my senses before I would admit a miracle had taken place.” He went on to say that 100 years after his death that there would not be a single Bible left in Europe. Interestingly, soon after his death, the European Bible Society bought his house & to this day uses it as their headquarters for the publication & distribution of Bibles throughout Europe!  

II.) Vs. 1-4 A Sign From Heaven

Vs. 1 What we at first notice is that there is an official delegation, of the “Sanhedrin” who were the ruling council of the Jews. There reason for coming was to test Jesus. They seem to ask for a reasonable request, that of a sign from heaven that would substantiate His obvious claims. But there is more to the story then this.


A.) First, we have the allegiance of two groups of people, both of whom hated each other, but united in their efforts against Jesus.



1.) The Pharisees: They were the legalists of their day. Theirs was a life of traditions & rituals. They believed in God, the work of the Holy Spirit, purity, holiness, angels & resurrection. Their problem was not in what they believed it was rather that what they believed was hidden in the grave clothes of religion & tradition. Jesus would rebuke them in Matt. 23: 27 where He would say; "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.” They were the fanatics of their time! 



2.) The Sadducees: Or “righteous ones” were the liberals of their day. They did not believe in the super natural. No angels or resurrection, nor miracles. Their religion was nothing more than an ethical code. Man, in their view ought to be true to certain ethics & principals without any interference from an unseen world. They were from the well-to-do class of people. They held the large block of votes in the Sanhedrin, in fact the High priest himself was a Sadducee. I suppose today that theirs was the Hollywood version of religion. 


So these two groups who were opposites come together. The Pharisees dislike Jesus because He was against their religion of tradition & rituals. The Sadducees disliked Him, because He was spiritual & professed the belief in the supernatural. 


Interestingly, these two groups would be pitted  against each other latter on as they would again seek to entrap Jesus in Luke 20:27-36. You remember the story? The Sadducees come with a question concerning the resurrection which they denied. It dealt with marriage & the law. Seven brother each marrying the same women, but each of them dying before they produced children. Then the women dies, so who’s wife will she be? With the Pharisees looking on Jesus affirmed the resurrection by revealing that it has always been taught in the scripture. The reply of the Pharisees, “Teacher, You have spoken well.”     


B.) Second, we have what they wanted, “..a sign from heaven.”  The word translated “sign” means more then a simple miracle or demonstration of power. It means, “a wonder by which a person can be recognized or confirmed who he is.” Now notice that they ask one from “heaven”. I’m inclined to believe that the Pharisees are the ones that framed the question, for they held that only the miracles that came down from heaven were from God. Demons & false gods could do the ones upon the earth, but not the ones from the heavens. Make the sun stand still, send fire down upon the earth, that was from God. Heal a sick man, the lame to walk, the blind to see, well that could be a demon. Feeding 5,000 or 4,000, walk on water, that does not prove anything.


Folks, there are a great many people who will. not trust the Lord, & they are looking for some sort of sign. So they call up 1 800 stupid & talk to Deon Warwick’s fakes & say, “I believe”. Could Jesus of performed some miracle? You bet! Matt. 26: 53 Jesus says; “.. do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?” That would of wiped those folks out! People are always seeking the spectacular & Jesus refuses to satisfy religious curiosity. At issue is not Jesus’ ability, but rather their hearts. They both had presuppositions.

Vs.2-3 They would see physical signs in the sky & react accordingly. When they saw a sun set they knew that tomorrow it would be good weather. Likewise, when they got up in the morning & saw a sun rise of red they new that it was going bad weather. In the translation before us the transcribes inserted some words that should not be here. In verse 2 they inserted the words, “It will be..” Then in verse 3 they again insert the same words. So this passage should read; “When it is evening you say, “fair weather, for the sky is red.” Then in verse 3 “and in the morning, foul weather today..” In other words they reacted with absolute certainty with little evidence & much uncertainty.   


So what’s the point? Simple, people are always saying that if there was enough evidence they would believe, but on the same token they react to things all the time with far less evidence. You go out to get in your car, believing that when you turn the key it will start. When you don’t feel well you go to the doctor believing he will correctly diagnose your condition & give you something that will make you better. 


Notice the words of verse 3, “you cannot discern the signs of the times.” What this all reveals is the condition of their hearts. They were dishonest & blind because they refused to examine the evidence He had already presented. They would not believe, therefore they “could not believe.” It was not the lack of evidence it was rather a lack of honesty & humility. 


The Pharisees, had already started with the conclusion: “There can be signs from heaven, but He can not produce them for He is not from God, so we will ask Him to do something that He can not do.”  


The Sadducees, had started out with the conclusion: “There is no such thing as a miracle from heaven so we can ask Him to do it because it can not be done.” 

Vs. 4 Now here Jesus gives the same answer as He did back in chapter 12. But first notice what He calls them:


A.) Wicked: They were evil because not only did their blindness keep them from seeing it kept others from seeing as well. That was the Pharisees, they were interested in truth & they made sure no one else would be as well.


B.) Adulterous: Here He is speaking in terms of the spiritual. That is the Sadducees they were married to the Lord in confession, but in practice they dined the truths of God.

So Jesus again says no sign except the sign of Jonah. So what was the sign of Jonah? Well you will remember that Jonah was a prophet of God sent to preach judgment to the Gentile city of Nineveh. The sign, was his coming to a land that was going to be judged because of it’s wickedness, but that sign had come about on the heals of his being cast out of a ship in the ocean swallowed up by a great fish, & spit up on the shore Nineveh. Simple put the sign had come about through rebellion, which cost him death, burial & resurrection. 


Do you see the irony of Jesus’ statement? You want a sign, there will be a sign & you have a part to play in it. You will hate me enough to put me to death, you will see to it that I’m buried, but I’m not going to stay buried. I’m going to resurrect. & that will be your sign from heaven, that will be your voice brought about by your own hand to silence Me. 


Folks, this is the holidays where some of us get all caught up in the tradition of it all. The truth is it is the time of year that we celebrate the incarnation. May I say that the incarnation makes no sense apart from the cross! We ought to all hang out signs on our windows that proclaim “Happy Resurrection day”. That is the reason for His coming make sure you remember that! 

III.) Vs. 5-12 Bread That Satisfies

Vs. 5-6 Jesus now departs to the North Eastern part of the lake with His disciple’s. Mark tells us that they had just one loaf of bread with them & that fact combined with Jesus words reveal just how dull these guys are. This all reveals their frame of mind worrying over the physical, no bread.


A.) Then came Jesus’ statement: “Take head”, that is literally “Stare at it”. It means discern it, know it. Then He said; “beware”, literally “hold yourself against it”.   


B.) Leaven, is that which corrupts the flower. So the warning was to stare at & hold yourself against the corruption of legalism & liberalism. Jesus knew that there are two great dangers to faith, TRADITION, & RATIONALISM.  If all that Christianity is rituals & traditions, with no relationship then it becomes just superstition. Yet if all it is a life less code of ethics it becomes powerless ideal. These are both dangerous as they lead to worldliness that is the leaven which seeks to corrupt truth. Just do it man! Go to church goes things will happen you know! Or just seek to be a good person it will all be OK. Be on the look out in your lives against anything that strips Christianity of the great mystery of the cross. That takes away of our absolute dependence upon Jesus. It’s not baptism that saves you, it’s not living the 10 commandments, it’s trusting Jesus work on the cross. 

Vs. 7 The mentioning of “leaven” caused these guys to again get preoccupied with the physical. It seems that the Pharisees & Sadducees both used leaven so perhaps they thought that Jesus was warning them against buying bread that the Pharisees & Sadducees bought. 

Vs. 8-12 Notice His different way of speaking to these men; “little faith”. He did not say “no faith”. It is better to be a little slow then self righteous & arrogant. The greatest thing the thing that He was trying to drive home to them was dependence upon Him. That was the failure in the Pharisees & Sadducees. It does not matter the external things in life it is the inward relationship that was important. It is not what you do it is “Who” you know that determines where you will go! Did He not show this in the feedings? Sure He did, then they understood it. How about you do you understand it?   

Matthew 16:13-20

“Who Am I, Who Are You?”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 13-14 Popular Opinion

III.) Vs. 15-17 Divine Revelation

IV.) Vs. 18-20 The Purpose Of The Church

I) Intro

What a confusing time we live in. We have public opinion polls about everything. It seems in our information age every body wants to know what somebody knows so that they won’t end up being nobody! Take a survey, play it safe! If enough people say something than it is OK to be in agreement. General Motors wanted to find out why the Chevy Nova was not selling well in Latin countries, while at the same time in English speaking countries it was one of their top sellers. They got together all the add executives to do the research & could not find out the reason. Frustrated, they turned to the people themselves & asked them why they would not purchase the car. It turns out that the problem was not the car, rather it was the name. You see,  no va in Spanish means, “it does not go.” The failure of General Motors was that of communication! It appears to me that often time people refuse Jesus for the same reasons false perceptions based upon poor communication. 


Suppose I went to a Pro Football game & came back & said to you that I was never going again! You would ask me why? Well, the first thing that they did when I got there was ask for money. Next the people sitting around me weren’t very friendly, for they did not even introduce themselves. The manager of the team never came up & introduced himself to me. When I got home, he did not call me or write me & thank me for coming. The people ranged from the disinterested, to the fanatical. The umpire’s who were suppose to know what they were doing did have a clue. So I’m never going to go again. Those reason are foolish you would say. Yet many people will not go to church for the same reasons. In the early 70’s there were bumper-stickers that said; “Jesus is OK, but church? No way!”  This morning I pray that we will take another look at Jesus & so doing we will I pray get a better look at who we are to be. 

II.) Vs. 13-14 Popular Opinion

 Vs. 13 That first thing we notice is the region in which Jesus asks these question. Caesarea Philippi was 120 miles north of Jerusalem. It had been at one time the center of Baal worship, as well as the center of the Greek god Pan. Herod the Great had built a huge shrine & temple there to worship Caesar Agustus. Simply put Caesarea Philippi was the center of pagan religions. It is in this place that Jesus asks the questions as too whom He is, as well as announce the birth of His Church. Does that not seem a bit odd to you? Oh by the way it will be the last time Matthew records Jesus going in where but to Jerusalem. Surrounded by all of mans attempts to know God, both religiously & politically, Jesus   both questions & announces “Who He is & Why He came.” Remarkable location, as it represented all that was false, this is where He chose to proclaim that which is true.


Next, lets look at His question, & notice it was asked of those that followed Him: “Who do men say that I, the Son of man, am?” May I just say that there has never been a more profound question ever asked. Also, we need to realize that by our answer of this question it is we who are judged not Him! Now, by the way Jesus asked this question it is certain that He knows who He is for He identifies Himself as “the Son of Man”. It is found 194 times in the Bible & Jesus uses it often himself more then 80 times. It speaks of Jesus in terms of His mission as the fulfillment of O.T. prophecy, the perfect man. Daniel, used the term this way; Dan. 7:13-14 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.”


“The perfect man, the One in whom all scripture testifies of, who is it that the world says I am?” That is what Jesus asks, but He asks those that would we hope not hold the same opinion.

Vs.14 Now I’m certain that what the disciple’s tell Him is the best of what they heard. They had heard what the Pharisee’s had said, “that He was a man who was demon possessed.” So I’m sure that they had heard lots of other horrible remarks.


First, I want you to see that from the good things that people said of Him that there was the general thought that He was a great man, a man that did supernatural things. They ranked Him as one of the spokes men for God (prophets). Some saw that He was a reformer, others saw Him as a man of great compassion. 


I find this evaluation of Jesus interesting in light of today’s comments. People today say the same things about Him today 2000 years later. Oh, there are those who say He has a demon, but for the most part people will say that He was a great man. A man of great principal & compassion. One of the world’s greatest teachers. That is still very much the public’s opinion about Jesus. If we in our witness stop at these things concerning Jesus the world will be in agreement with us. With that said it is also interesting to me to see that there was & still is a great deal of confusion concerning Who He was & that confusion comes about as the world tries to evaluate His character based upon what they feel His mission was. It is interesting to look at the answers as they relate to what we church’s think our mission out to be.



A.) John the Baptist: John was that great morel reformer, who’s words started out with, “repent”. He was calling people back from corruption; to that which was pure. John, the people reasoned, was a great teacher who was not afraid to teach the truth no matter what the consequences. Some reasoned him a rebel, going against the oppressive hierarchy of the day. And they saw some of the same things in Jesus so they thought that perhaps He was like John. So today, some churches think that it is their duty to straiten out society. They get involved in all the picketing they can find, & organize boycotts. Got to get the U.S. turned around morally. So that is their emphasis at church.        



B.) Elijah: Was a great man of God. He was the prophet of God that performed so many of the miracles & signs in his day. It was even prophesied that Elijah would come again. So there are churches who see allot of the fire from Mount Carmel in Jesus so they are the sign & wonder churches. Their whole emphasis is upon the manifestation & power of God as seen in the miracles. That is what Jesus is all about “Pentecost man!” One of the men that prescribed to this view of Jesus said concerning his transformation, “All I wanted to know was when do we get to do the stuff in the book of Acts?”   



C.) Jeremiah: He was that great man of God who was the prophet during the time when Israel was being led away into captivity. He wrote the book by his name & also the book of Lamentations or “weeping”. Jeremiah was a broken hearted man over the loss of the people. He saw them being led away into captivity & death & it broke his heart. So there are those we see Jesus’ sole interest the same. Their whole interest is evangelism, reaching the lost being broken hearted over the lost. 



D.) One of the prophets: In Deut. 13:3 Moses prophesied that there would come another like Him who would explain the law to them. And so many heard Jesus speak & explain the truth of the law so they concluded that Jesus was “that prophet.” So the whole church is about the Bible. Seminars, & verse by verse teaching that is where it is at. The church becomes a great teaching center.


Now, you can see how all of these things are partly true, but none of them are exclusively true! None alone sum up who Jesus is by it’s self. No wonder the world is confused about who Jesus is. If they look at all the different churches all saying that what they are is the sum total of Who He is, then they will be confused. 


It is at this point that I can say that all of these different views describe certain aspects of what He does or if you will it describes His mission, but that is not Who he is! Folks, can I be so bold as to suggest to you this morning that you will never arrive at the truth of who Jesus is by taking a poll! It is not about what you see all the churches or Christians doing in the name of Jesus. It is about who He says He is. It is about the revelation of truth into the human heart. How that will manifest it’s self in action or mission will vary from person to person & church to church. Hopefully, there will be a little of John the Baptist, a little of Elijah, some of Jeremiah, & some of the prophet, here at Calvary Chapel. But more then that a whole lot of Jesus! 

III.) Vs. 15-17 Divine Revelation 

Vs. 15 Notice the difference of this question: “But who do you say that I am?” This can not come from taking a poll, you can not arrive at the answer by the opinions of others. The decision of the multitudes or ABC, or whoever will not work. The important thing is not what others say, it is what you say personally. Jesus turns to those that walked with Him, those that had heard Him say; “follow Me” & asks them what do you think of Me? I believe that in Peter’s response is what they all had come to believe. Folks, the door of eternity swings on the response of every soul to this question. No matter how many time you come to church, read your Bible, or pray if you don’t get this right then you are not right! You will see that Peters answer was two fold for so was the question:



1.) Vs. 16 Who: Who am I? “You are the Christ!” You asked above Lord who the son of man is, why He is the Messiah. That is to say His mission. Jesus you are the One that all of Israel has been waiting for. Notice the beauty of how Peter says this; “You are”. Peter did not say, “I think”, “You might be”. No! There was absolute certainty. Lord in you all of  my hopes & dreams are fulfilled. In You I have found rest for my soul. In you I have ceased from trying to make it. You are my every thing! It is not enough to be 99% certain of this truth, that will not do. When you say to Jesus You are the Messiah, you are saying, you have surrendered your life to that. The old Dale, he is done. It’s like when I met my wife & married her. Years later you come up to me & ask is that babe over there is that your wife? And I say, “Well for the moment, at this time, Yeh, I think so.” Hey, folks that is all to often the heart of people who say that they are Christians.



2.) Vs. 16 The Son of the living God.: Now we come to His identity. This is a term that spoke of His deity. Your, mission is to redeem man back to the Father & You can only do so because You are God! 

Vs. 17 Here Jesus pronounces a blessing upon Peter, but it is a blessing given not because of personal discovery, but rather divine revelation. Peter has just responded to the Father’s revelation. Peter’s response was not some emotional response, right on the heals of some personal miracle, neither was the intellectual response of a person who had done years of investigative study. It was the simple response of the heart of Peter to the truth revealed concerning Who Jesus was. Peter was not just taking a 6 month try of surrendering to Jesus, he was totally sold out. 

IV.) Vs. 18-20 The Purpose Of The Church

Vs. 18 In verse 17 Jesus had called Peter by his real name “Simon Bar-Jonah”. The Name Simon meant “shifting sand”. Jesus had saw the potential in him as only He can & named him Peter, “little rock”. So here Jesus says, “Your my little rock, & on this Gibraltar rock I will build my church.” So what is it that Jesus is talking about?


 Well the Catholics use this verse to state that Jesus is affirming upon Peter the position as “Vicar” or Christ on earth. So Peter right here became the first Pope & has passed that possession on every since. So only those that are Roman Catholics are of the true church. 


The evangelicals have obvious problems with this & claim that what Jesus is affirming is the statement that Peter said above is what He is going to build His church upon. It seems to me that, both are wrong based upon the context of this passage. 


First, the “rock” in scripture always referred to God. It never referred to a man or a statement. 


Secondly, the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. Satan’s kingdom has had effect against, men & statement’s, but never has it been able to resist Jesus. It is true that in Peter’s confession, is about the Rock, however the Rock is none other then the person of Jesus. 


Notice, who’s church it is? It is not Peter’s church it is the Lord’s church! A lot of people say they are Christians but they don’t go to church. May, I just say that the church is not Calvary Chapel or any other thing it is the Lord’s church & if you belong to Jesus then you are His church, so I suggest that you start hanging around with the rest of us who belong, because there are no private sections in heaven we are all one! 


Look as well at the words the “gates of Hades.” For years people have been interpreting this verse as we are in some fortress trying to keep out the devil. Look at Jesus’ description here. Now how many of you have ever seen in warfare attacking gates? “OK Sam, we have tried every thing we can to reach into the walls & get those Christians, lets try our secret weapon, the “attacking gates”. How about team mascots, “Bears, Cougars, Falcons, Attacking Gates”. So we see that what Jesus is saying is that of offense not defense. “I’m going to win against the kingdom of darkness through My church, why we are going to storm to gates of Hades.” Hades was the place of death, divided by two compartments sheol & Abraham’s bosom. Jesus is saying death will have no victory over My church, it will have no hold upon them! 

Vs. 19 Further more Jesus says that He is going to give Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven. First off, keys are not heaven, only Jesus can give access into heaven. So all those dumb jokes about Peter at the gate letting people in is from miss interpreting this verse. Keys in scripture were a sign of authority, Peters confession is the key to heaven, further more he was the instrument used to open the door of faith to both Jews & gentiles. So to are we as we speak of the keys of faith alone in Jesus. 


The there is this matter of binding & loosening. Wuest in his expanded translation puts this in right perspective when he writes, “Whatever you bind on earth (forbid to be done), shall have been already bound...in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth (permit to be done), shall have already been loosed in heaven.” Jesus is not saying that what ever said on earth God would have to obey in heaven. We do not get our will done in heaven we obey Gods will on earth! Our joy is to see what God is already about doing here on earth & join Him. 


We are to be about Jesus! Everything we are is found alone in Him. We are to be about Him that is all. Yes, we will, desire to see morality again in out country. Yes we will desire to see His power manifested. Yes, we will have a desire to the lost come to know Him. Yes, we will center our lives upon the truth of the word of God. But that is not “who we are”, it is what we do. Who are is found in our worship of Who He is! 

Matthew 16:21-27

“A Crossless Christmas”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 21-23 A Method For The Mission

III.) Vs. 24 Following In His Footsteps

IV.) Vs. 25-27 Dying To Live

I) Intro

In  verse 16 Peter under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Peter spoke of Jesus in terms of His identity, “Son of the Living God”, as well as His mission, “Christ”. What Peter so passionate confirmed in verse 16 he wants no part with in verse 20. What a puzzling change in Peter. How could at one moment he so passionately confirm Jesus & in the next moment deny Him? May I suggest to you that what Peter struggles with is the “method” in which Jesus’ identity & mission will be revealed & accomplish. 


We are always looking for better deals. Deals that don’t cost as much. Peter affirms WHO Jesus is & even WHAT He must do, but the HOW, He is to accomplish this is what Peter & most people can’t handel. How many times have you gotten what you have paid for? 


The story is told of Asa Chandler a name that you will probably not recognize, but the product he developed all have enjoyed. Asa had a drug store where he sold among other things a drink that was to calm the nerves. It was to be mixed with water & taken as needed. One day Asa made a mistake & mixed carbonated water with the syrup instead of plain water the result of that accident became his most popular product. One day a business man named Mr. Thomas came in & liked the drink so much that he suggested that Asa begin bottling it for home consumption. Asa balked at the idea & sold the rights to bottle the drink to Mr. Thomas for one dollar. The multimillion dollar drink that Asa sold for a dollar? You guessed it, Coca-Cola! Man how many times do we fail at this same point? Mr. Thomas saw a good deal & went for it, where poor old Asa did not. We are all to often selling our born again birth right for the worlds dollar.  

II.) Vs. 21-23 A Method For The Mission

Vs. 21 This is the first of five times Jesus will mention that redemption was to be through the cross & it is only about 6 months before the actual event. This then is the method to the mission! It is interesting to realize that Jesus did not tell His disciples His method until after they comprehended His identity & mission. 


A.) First, notice the word, “began”, there was a specific time for His unveiling the method of redemption. All to often as we share with people about Christ we start with His method which makes no since to people. Paul said this to the Corinthian’s in 1 Cor. 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 


B.) Another thing we notice in Jesus’ statement here is the word, “must”. The emphasis of this word continues throughout His statement. The word means “necessary or binding”. “It is necessary that He goes to Jerusalem, ... it is necessary suffer many things, ... it is necessary that he be killed, ... it is necessary that He be raised again.” That is the force of what He says here. All that he had said & done prior to this statement found it’s ultimate authority it what was to take place in 6 months. Jesus does not say; “Well, I’ve done My best & I’m prepared to die for what I’ve said!” Folks do you see the difference in this? The word “must” tells us emphatically that the cross was no accident. It was not just the result of things gone bad. It was the plan from the beginning. Jesus had not just played His cards & was willing to take the consequences, no He played His cards this way from the start because He knew it was a winning hand!


So Jesus reveals five things about the cross here six months before it happens:

1.) It’s location: Jerusalem

2.) His experience: Suffer many things.

3.) The source: Elder’s, chief priest’s & scribe’s.

4.) The extent: Killed

5.) The result: Raised the third day.


Folks, this is the gospel! You can not take the cross out of Christianity. Look now at how Paul explained it to the Corinthian’s. 1 Cor. 15:3-4 “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,..” 

Vs. 22 Here we come to Peter’s reaction to Jesus declaration concerning His method for mans redemption. 


A.) First, I believe that Peter’s motive was love. By the way so much for infallibility if as the Catholics contend Peter was the first pope. We often think of opposition against Jesus as coming from those that are flat against Jesus, but here is a clear example that a person can have a devoted heart, a sincere life style & still be a stumbling block to Gods plans. 


B.) Next Look at Peter’s words, literally “Pity yourself, this shall never happen to you.” Spare yourself Lord, Lord take a short cut. This is always the way of Satan. 

Vs. 23 Now Jesus turns His back upon Peter. Oh, Peter he was not aware that he was being used of Satan, “the things of men”. His motive was love, he could not stand the thought of the Lord suffering. So what was Peter’s error? 



1.) If Jesus is the Son of God, then no matter what He is always right. It does no good to argue from our earthly perspective.



2.) Suffering does not mean defeat it means victory! Peter was thinking like a man. He was not thinking with the mind of Christ. 


Now the Lord uses a interesting word here; “You are an offense to Me.” The word offense is skan'-dal-on, we get our word "scandal" from it. A man who loves Jesus but shuns Gods method is a stumbling block, a scandal to the Lord. Oh Peter, you are still a rock, but now you are keeping people from Me. You are lying across the road to hinder Me. 


So what are the things of men? They are the things that get in the way of Gods method for redemption. We the church tries to build the kingdom apart from the cross & His suffering. Jesus says, it is absolutely necessary this cross; & men say, “Oh, not this way don’t speak of the cross it will offend people, it will make the unbeliever uncomfortable. There is an easier way, just by loving people, by sweetness & relating to where they are at you don’t need to mention the cross & His blood. Folk’s, there is no short cut to redemption it runs through the cross. Paul said in Rom. 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

III.) Vs. 24 Following In His Footsteps

Vs. 24 Here Jesus reveals the characteristics of following Him:


1.) A resolve a the will: “If any man desires” 


2.) Outward action: “Come”


3.) Humility: “After Me” 

We also see the conditions: 


1.) Deny himself.


2.) Deny the world. “Take up your cross”.


3.) Follow Christ

Now to deny self does not just mean to deny things, that is only looking at this negatively. It means to give yourself wholly to Jesus. To take up your cross does not mean to carry around some burden, “Well, man it’s just the cross I bare!” It means rather to identify with Jesus. Simply put, the decision to follow Jesus means the loss of the old self & the gain of the new self in Christ. Haven’t you ever wanted to just start over in your life? Well, in Jesus you can. Self-denial is the refusal to respond to the sin nature & instead we respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in us. Folk’s your & my cross is nothing more then following Gods path not our own! When we make that decision daily we are assure our self a life of joy! You say, “Hey now wait a minuet there. Deny what I want does not cause me joy it causes me pain!” That is because of your perspective. You see you are focusing on what you are losing from an earthly temporal perspective. Instead of seeing what you are losing from a heavenly perspective. Look at what the author of Hebrews says; “..looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. ” 

IV.) Vs. 25-27 Dying To Live
Vs. 25-26 That is what Jesus say’s in these verse. First from a earthly perspective, verse 25. Then from a heavenly perspective verse 26. Jesus’ focus our attention from; “What will I lose if I fully commit”; too, “What will I lose if I do not make a total commitment to Christ!” That’s the irony of this. The more we try to pamper ourselves in this life the more we lose out both here & for eternity. We are all prone to seeking immediate gratification & what a tremendous price we have paid for it! Might I suggest to you one last Christmas present for yourself, a fully committed heart to Jesus! The rewards are out of this world.  

Vs. 27 Notice that Jesus moves immediately to future rewards. Hey, Jesus is going to be coming back in glory with His rewards. May, I just say that glory always follows self-denial. It is shocking to look back over my life to see what & how cheaply I sold the eternal things for the earthly temporal things. A moment of pride, fame, pleasure, for the greater things of God what a waist much of my spiritual life has been. How about you what did you sell out for? Talk about some bad deals! Too many time we are like old Esau selling our “New Birth” right!

Matthew 16:28 - 17:13

“A Mountain Top Change”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 28-3 Here Comes The Son                                                                                                                                                      III.) Vs. 4-8 Hear Jesus Only

IV.) Vs. 9-13 The Timing Of The Vision

I) Intro

How was your Christmas? Full of anticipation, no doubt, if you have children. I think that what people like the most about presents is being surprised. It’s a chance to see how well those who profess to love & know you can demonstrate that by what gift they give you. I was watching something on T.V. this week, one of those shows trying to help out people like me. The part I saw was about this guy who does not know how to shop for his wife. For the last ten years or so the guy had been waiting to the last day to purchase his wife something for Christmas & each time he came back with the same gift, a cheese log! What a dolt, a cheese log! Now as I was making fun of this guy my wife walked in & saw me poking fun at the guy. She wisely reminded me of the gift I gave her about eight years ago. It was our anniversary, the most romantic, day of the year for all us Guy’s, next to the Super Bowl! I thought about what to get her & bam it hit me, a shop vac! Not just, your ordinary every day shop vac, a wet & dry one! Needless to say she was not impressed. I’ve improved some what since then. I love this passage as Jesus always knows exactly what to give us. I mean He has just blown away the disciple’s as He revealed the method of the cross in the redemption of man & then right here He shows them the victory of this gift. Jesus knows us so well doesn’t He?     

II.) Vs. 28-3 Here Comes The Son

Vs. 28 I’ve started in chapter 16:28 because this is one of those unfortunate chapter breaks. If you stop at verse 28 with out going on to chapter 17 it seems that you would have a contradiction. For Jesus say’s here that some of these guys would be around at the second coming. This of  coarse is not true. So what Jesus was speaking of is fulfilled here in the 17 chapter at the transfiguration. Well how do you know that is true, pastor? Well we have the interpretation of one of the eye witnesses. In 2 Peter 1:16-18 Peter tells us, 

“For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.” So clearly that is how Peter interpreted his experience.

Vs. 1 
A.) The first thing we note here is the timing of this event, 6 days. So about a week transpires between Jesus words about the cross & His glorification. He had left them with the statement of verse 28 about His glorification. I bet they were just milling over His words the whole week. 


B.) The next thing we see is that Jesus takes just three of His disciple’s with Him. Peter, James, & John. Now these guys were friends prior to being disciple’s, they were business partners. It is interesting that three times He takes these three aside for something special & each time it has to do with death. 



1.) In Luke 8:51 they were the one’s taken into the home Jairus at the raising of his daughter. There He taught them of His victory over death.



2.) Now in this passage He was talking to them about His method of that victory the cross & how from that He would be glorified.



3.) Lastly, we shall see them in the Garden called Gethsemane just 6 months from this time where He shall teach them about the surrendering of the will to God. 


Each one of these men will have interesting encounters with death; Peter will be the first one told that he would die, (John 21). James, would be the first disciple to be martyred, we are told that he was sawed in two length wise. John was the last to die, they had tried to boil him to death & it did not work so they exiled him to a little desert island where he was given the book that would unveil Jesus as glorified. 


2.) It says here that “Jesus took...them up on a high mountain.” The traditional tourist stop for the mount of transfiguration is Mt. Tabor. The problem with this is that we know that they were in the region of Caesarea Philippi, (16:13) & that it was more then a six days journey to Mt. Tabor. So most likely the true place of transfiguration is Mt. Herman which the mountain right above Caesarea Philippi. It’s name means “sacred mountain”.

Vs. 2 Now we move to the experience. With a simple but profound word Matthew writes what transpired, “He was transfigured before them..” The word “transfigured” is the word metamorphosized in the Greek. It is the same word that describes what happens to caterpillar inside a cocoon. It describes a change on the outside that comes from the inside. Jesus, glory was not reflective it was radiant. We are further told that His face shown like the sun. Folk’s this was not like some spot light on Him, the light was not from without, but rather from within!


Old Moses had prayed in Ex. 33:18 “Please, show me Your glory.” Then in the 20 verse God replies “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” Here the request was granted to these three. If you trace the use of this word in scripture you will find it used only 4 times. Here & in Mark 9:2 where they describe this event & also
 in Rom. 12:2 where we read, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” Then again in 2 Cor. 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

 
The effects of this inward glory was that Jesus appeared as He relay was unveiled by human flesh. Folks the miracle was not this moment rather it was that He did not radiate this glory all the time. John spoke of this moment in his life in John 1:14 where he says; “And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace & truth.” All the intellectual understanding, all the witnessing of divine power in His life broke through the harden heart. I still remember that time in my life where in my heart I saw Him unveiled & His glory broke upon my soul & I was metamorphized. We are only changed from glory to glory by the “Spirit of the Lord” to the degree that we gaze into His face. Our glory is a reflected glory from the source of glory. 


It is here that I must pause I say that it is good for us to get away alone with the Lord that we might see Him, not by the light of the day with all the crowds, but alone upon the Holy Hill!

Vs. 3 Moses represented the law Elijah the prophets, the sum of O.T. revelation comes to meet Jesus as He was transfigured. Jesus, is the fulfillment of this revelation, Heb. 1:1-3 

“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, Moses is seen as a guy that dies & goes to glory.” 


In Luke 9:31 we are told what they were speaking about His death. Can you imagine what was running through Peter’s mind? Peter could not see any good coming out of Jesus going to Jerusalem to die & now before him stood a glorified Jesus with the summation of truth speaking of the truth of His death & the glory that would come form it. 

III.) Vs. 4-8 Hear Jesus Only

Vs. 4 There are in every person’s life that you wish you would of just kept quite, this is one of those for Peter. There is an old saying that I would do well to head more often. “Better to keep your mouth shut & let everyone think your an idiot, then open your mouth & remove any doubt!” 


Peter did not mean to say that all three of these guys were on the same level but that is what he said. He just wanted to prolong his experience. Folks, the important thing is not the experience it is the Person! All to often we get all raped up on some spiritual experience & we begin to worship the experience. So what’s the antidote?

Vs. 5 “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, Hear Him!”  Is that not great? The Lord breaks through every thing & reaffirms the truth of His Son. You can not put anything or any anyone on the same plain as Jesus. Peter would some time latter say that there is no other name under heaven whereby men might be saved. 


How many times have we made this same mistake listening to something other then Jesus? Jesus is the final authority. He is the alpha & omega of revelation. It is not Jesus plus the law or works. It is not Jesus plus my experience. It is Jesus as seen in the word of God.


May, I say the trouble with mountain tops is that sooner or latter you are going to have to come down & if you come down upon your experience you will get blown away by reality, but if you stand upon His word as your final authority you will be all right. 

6-8 I love this they are all afraid here & they fall on their faces upon the “word of God” touches them. Gods grace blows me away. The voice of God sends us trembling whereas the grace of God picks us up! 


Also noticed what they saw after He picked them up, “Only Jesus”!!! That’s it folks this is what we ought to desire to be like. May we be instruments by which people see only Jesus!   

IV.) Vs. 9-13 The Timing Of The Vision

Vs. 9 Now Jesus does not want them to lose perspective of the cross. He has shown them that the cross will bring about His glory, but He does not want them to see the glory apart from the cross. 

Vs. 10-13 Now these guys want to know when the fulfillment of what they just witnessed will happen. So they are trying to figure out the timing of it all. You see they are confusing the first coming with the second coming. So Jesus explains this to them you are right Elijah will come first before the second coming, & you can read of him in Revelation chapter 11 where he is one of the two witnesses & commands it not to rain for 3 1/2 years. Then Jesus goes on to explain that part of what Elijah was to do was fulfilled in John the Baptist & just like John was put to death so will Jesus. A lot of people are trying to figure out how much time is left today. May I say that as far as the Bible is concerned the clock is stopped. These days are right before us how exciting it is! The greater question is are you ready?     

Matthew 17:14-21

“Christianity It Works”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 14-18 Failure In The Valley                                                                                                                                                      III.) Vs. 19-21 Successful Service

I) Intro

Last week we were taken to the heights, as the veil of humanity was removed & Jesus glory shone forth. Wow, what an incredible moment in the life of the three. I love how the apostle John speaks of his experience of the Lord in 1 John 1:1, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life;” Now this passage in English loses some of it’s power, literally it reads “that which we heard & at   the present moment is still ringing in our ears, that which we have seen with the discerning eye & at the present moment is fixed in our minds, that which we inspectantly gazed upon, that which our hands have searched out concerning the Word of Life.” Sixty years had passed since John had this physical encounter with Jesus, yet He was still sounding in his ear, still a fixed gaze in his mind. That’s a unforgettable impact. I have found that after these kind of experiences there is usually a valley. 


How was your 1998? Was it a valley or a mountain top? Mine was a valley that flooded! Were in the last year of the millennium & every one that I know is wanting a better year. I was reading a true story about this guy that was working on his motor cycle on the back porch. He was revving up the engine when for no reason the bike with him aboard slipped into gear sending him through the sliding glass door. As he landed on the floor, glass & blood every where, his wife dialed 911. In a few minutes the para-medics arrived & took the fellow to the emergency room. After a few hundred stitches he was released to go home. His thoughtful wife had taken the mangled bike out side boarded up the broken door & cleaned up the gas that had spilled all over the floor with paper towels. The guy was pretty bummed out as he surveyed the damage & went into the bath room for some solace & a cigarette. As he finished he put the smoldering butt between his legs into the bowl. The next thing his wife heard was an explosion. As she ran into the bath room there was here husband moaning with the toilet bowl on top of him. You see, she had disposed of the paper towels by letting them float in the toilet bowl. He was badly burned in very sensitive areas. The same para-medics were called to the scene only a few hours after their first visit. As they were wheeling him down 35 steps onto the drive way, they asked the wife what had happened & when she told them they burst out in laughter only to let go of the stretcher sending our guy flying, when he had landed he had a compound fracture of his leg. Now that’s a bad day! So the next time you think you have had a bad day remember out friend here. I some times feel as though I’ve had days like this, but it is in the valleys that I learn the most about my self & Who the Lord is in every day life.  

II.) Vs. 14-18 Failure In The Valley

Vs.14 Now only the three disciples, Peter, James & John went up the rest of the 9 guys were left behind. So when Jesus comes down He is confronted by several things:


A.) A distraught father, who was facing a impossible situation. 


B.) Mark 9:14 tells us that the Scribes were there mocking the disciple’s for their failure. Now what is not told is that this father had most likely tried the religious approach first & it had not worked.


C.) Next, He faced these embarrassed, disappointed & defeated 9 guys who were probably already upset that they did not get to go up with Jesus.


D.) Lastly, He faced a helpless demon possessed boy who was systematically being destroyed but that which possessed him.


Hey, sounds just like another day at the office doesn’t it? This is real life experiences! So much of what people here of Christianity is that theological theory stuff. Six days earlier Peter affirmed Jesus, identify, & mission. Then Jesus spoke of the method in which this would be accomplished. Then He did a seminar on predestination & free will! No, He goes right into how the truth’s He just proclaimed worked. 


I have a poem on my wall to remind me of this truth & how I need to be accessible to you all it goes like this.


“The village pastor of austerity climbed up high in his church steeple; to be near God, so that he might hand down Gods word to the people. And so sermon script he wrote, what he got from heaven; and he dropped it down onto the people’s heads two times one day in seven. In his old age God cried out to him, “Come down & die.” To which he replied from his steeple, “Where are you Lord?” And God did say; “Why down here among My people!”  That is where you will find Jesus, “Down in the valley among the people.” In spite of the failure of Christian’s & religion, Christianity works. It works because of Who Jesus is & because He cares. Peter knew this when he wrote 1 Peter 5:7 “Cast your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.” Peter did not say to cast your cares upon the church or religion for they will fail you, but not so with Jesus.

Vs. 15 There is a very unfortunate translation of a word in this verse, it is the word “epileptic.” Epilepsy is a physical disorder that causes the person who has it to go into convulsions & seizures. That is not what the boy had verse 18 clearly says the boy was demon possessed, further more we are told in Luke that he was mute by this same demon. So the translators got together & looked at the symptoms & said; “Kind of describes epilepsy.” Instead they should of looked at the original language for the word literally means; “smitten by the moon”. Some translations actually call it right “lunatic”. There was a belief that if a person stayed out all night under a full moon that they would become demon possessed. Now I don’t want to go to far down this path, but there is a correlation in the rise in crime & full moons. It seems that during this time all the “loonies” come out. 


At any rate we are given a list of the symptoms of this boys insanity:


A.) Mark, said that He was mute, who would foam at the mouth. So that he was unable to communicate.


B.) Here we are told that he was in sever pain.


C.) He was suicidal, that is the demonic possession made him that way.


D.) He, as I said, had seizures of some kind.


E.) Lastly, after the episodes a sort of rigor mortis would set in.   

Vs. 16 As tragic as these symptoms are, this statement makes it far worse. In a moment we will get into why they could not cure the boy, but first we need to establish the fact that they had been given the power to do so. Clearly this is a case of Christianity not doing what God has empowered it to do! 


In the 10 chapter of Matthew we were told that Jesus “gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out.” The word used there for “gave” means kept on giving, so it was a continues flow. Then in the 6 chapter of Mark we are told that they were successful in this where verse 13 reads, “And they cast out many demons”. So what had changed? Well clearly it was not a case of a lack of power, neither was it lack of experience, they had both of these. 

Vs .17 It once we are struck with the harshness of Jesus’ reply. It is important to realize that Jesus’ reply was not just to the embarrassed disciple’s, but to the father of the boy, the crowd & the scribes all of which were present.


Next, it is important to realize that apart from the failure of those present to cure the boy, the father did eventually go to the only person who could make the boy well. May I say that this is the central point of Jesus’ words here. 


Folks, touching the world, helping people in need does nothing; indeed it is incompetent if it is not His touch! Christianity is not some formula that we put into action. It is instead individual people who are in consistent regular fellowship with the living God, who are among the people allowing Him to touch through them. So much of what passes as Christianity, looks like some incantation conjuring up something to act on our behalf. That is powerless! Now Jesus’ words to this group.


1.) Faithless: Simply put that is lacking faith. Jesus says that the whole generation could not be provoked to trust Him. In it’s context it is the lack of trusting Him that is at issue. They were trusting in their, formulas & in all sorts of things but not the one who could cure the boy. May I attach the latter part of His statement? “How long shall I be with you?” For three years He had been with them all, what further proofs did they need that it was He & He alone that needed to be trusted, not some formula? 


What are you trusting in? Well, I am trusting in my prayer time to get me through! I’m trusting in my Bible. Hey, these are the instruments that cause us to draw near to Him, but they are not good luck charms.


2.) Perverse: This is a word that means distorted or misinterpreted. It describes a generation that was twisted to the point that they were unable to think correctly. They were living on things seen. “Ahh, so Jesus said & did this that way, so if we say it & do it the same way it will work.” G. Cambel Morgan that great teacher of old aptly put it; “A generation that loses its faith, becomes distorted & out of shape.” 


Let us go back & read verse 16 again as this hopeless father brings to Jesus a boy who His own disciples; ( and read this carefully) “could not cure” It does not say “would not”, but “could not”. I am thankful that we have gotten beyond “would not”, but the could not is one of the saddest verses in the Bible in light of what we have seen concerning the disciple’s. How incompetent the church is now in our life time! It can not cure! The word “cure” is the word we get therapeutic from, it means to wait upon menially, to relieve (of disease), by bringing them to worship. A church that does not serve nor bring people to worship can never cure. It will just have as Paul said in 2 Tim 3:5, “..a form of godliness but denying its power.” The power is not a formula, not force,  the power of God is a person!

Vs. 18 This illustrates what I have been saying so well that it needs no comment! The father had come to the right person desiring mercy for a son who could not be changed from his state by form or religion only by the presence of Jesus. In the 14th chapter of Revelation there is, I believe, the greatest definition of what it means to be a Christian. Describing the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in the last days, we are told that they, “follow the Lamb where ever He goes!”

III.) Vs. 19-21 Successful Service

Vs. 19 Here we are given the difference between the world religions & followers of Christ. It is this question, “Why could we not cast him out?” Would that the church ask this question more often. Let go further, would that each of us ask this question more often. “Lord, why can I not be a better parent, husband, wife?” Why, can I not impact those around me for your glory?” Again, I said before it was not a question “would not” it is a question of “could not”. 


Before we can get to the “could not” you need to ask yourself if you are willing! It does no good to ask why you are not successful if you are not willing to apply the truth. 

Vs. 20 Jesus will tell them the reason & explain to them the symptoms of it in verse 21.


A.) Unbelief: We first must define what belief is. Clearly these guys believed, they had cast out demons earlier. The issue is not in belief but rather what they believed in! You can not trust in past accomplishments, you can trust in the formula apply no matter how successful it was in the past. All of those are still categorized as “unbelief”. The belief in not in the power in is in the person. 


May I just say that this is what has caused the paralysis in the church, a lack of trust in Jesus. Oh people are trusting in the church, in people in the church, in methods 7 all sorts of things, but they are not trusting in Him! Only total reliance upon Jesus can change anything or anyone. The point is not that the believer’s faith enables God to work, but rather ability to receive is limited by the absence of faith. It is god who does the impossible not me.  

Vs. 21 Now belief as seen in two things Jesus lists here:


1.) Prayer: Why prayer? Prayer or talking in fellowship with God is the way that we attach ourselves to God. Not as a ritual but rather as a continual conscious humble dependence upon God. You can not story up faith, you have to be in continual contact with Him. You can not posses His power unless your are possessed by Him! Dare I say that prayer is not the once or twice a day talk with God where we bring out our shopping list & ask Him for stuff. No! It is constant continual consciousness on Him in whom we live & move & have our being.   


2.) Fasting: Why fasting? fasting is that which we detach ourselves from the world. It is the denial of the self. The surrender of what our flesh wants & screams for to that of what God wants. It is interesting that you must first have reliance upon Him before you will surrender. We will never be more powerful until these are accomplished. Jesus seems to say that in this life we will have “little faith” our lights will flicker. 

Matthew 17:22-27

“Death And Taxes”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 22-23 Death & Betrayal                                                                                                                                                      III.) Vs. 24-27 Tax & The Kings Kids

I) Intro

There is an old axiom that goes something like; “Nothing is certain except death & taxes.” This was once quoted in a speech by a U.S. Congressman to which a by-stander yelled out, “Yeh but at least death doesn’t get worse when congress is in session.” The next two things we are to look at in this chapter are death & taxes. Jesus will again speak of His death & resurrection. And then will be questioned about the paying of temple taxes. When ever you  speak of taxes & the government especially this time of year you get the feeling that you have heard it before. I read this off of a bumper sticker the other day & it just caught my funny bone; “Deja Moo: The feeling that you have heard this bull before.” Hopefully you won’t be having Deja Moo this morning. 


Now remember last week we were shown the failure the church as seen in the inability of the nine disciple’s to cast out the demon from the young man. An act that they had accomplished before empowered by the Holly Spirit. Jesus then explained to them their failure, “unbelief” which was seen on their lack of complete dependence upon the Lord & no dependence upon themselves, (prayer & fasting). I believe that failure can be the greatest key to future success. It is only when we try for ourselves & fail that we see what we need to change in order to succeed. Some one person once said; “Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it!” It is my prayer that we learn from these disciple’s failure as well as our own. Another wise person said; “It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.” Hey, folks these guys serve as a warning to us!  

II.) Vs. 22-23 Death & Betrayal

Vs. 22 This is the third time that Jesus speaks to them about His death & each time He spoke to them He mentioned the resurrection. Now it was obvious as I have stated before that they did not fully grasp His coming. They believed like the rest of Israel that when the Messiah came He would restore Israel to the place of world ruler & put all of the other kingdoms at her feet. That is what is behind James & John’s request in Mark 10:35 where they asked Jesus “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.” 


As we move closer too the new millennium this is a topic of great interest. A lot of folks are talking about something happening & the return of Christ. I love what the author to Hebrews says concerning the emanate return of Christ, 10:22-25 “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” It is these qualities that ought to be seen in our lives as we contemplate the soon return of Jesus.


As look over the statements that Jesus makes concerning His own death, burial, & resurrection you will see certain facts emerging.


A.) It was a concrete certainty. “He must go!”


B.) The location was Jerusalem.


C.) The penalty was prescribed, “suffer & die.”


D.) The agents were listed, “chief priests & scribes.”


E.) The out come was told, “be raised the third day.”

In all of this Peter & the others questioned the coarse. The method of victory was foreign to them & Jesus tried to explain it to them. Yet with that said this is the first mention of the means to which all this was to take place, “Betrayal!” All they knew by this statement was that one of their own company of followers was capable of having a part in His foretold death. 


It is interesting to me that the response is not denial, not rebuke, or even finger pointing. “Well, you know Lord I’ve always been a little suspicious of that Thomas character.” Not one of them knew that it was Judas. In fact if you would of polled these guys he probably would of got the least votes. Look at their response to Jesus words of betrayal; “..they were exceedingly sorrowful.” literally they were grieving violently! The fact that we read that they “were” grieving violently tells us something’s:


1.) Their reaction was universal. In other words they all thought of the possibility that it could be each one of them. What came over their hearts was the reality of their own falleness that the One that they loved, worshipped to following to the point of death, they were capable of giving over to destruction. I know that I am dwelling on this, but let me ask you a question are you capable of betrayal? What would it take for you to sell out? Folks in our fallen nature we are all quite fickle. What makes the difference in us to sell out or stay committed? I’d like to offer this statement as the answer. I think when we are devoted to someone, based upon what they give us, then we are prone to betrayal, because when we stop getting it we can justify our actions. These men each of them knew what it was that they love about Jesus & deep down what they loved about Him was what He did for them not who He was. You will never betray someone when you are devoted to who they are not what they do! All to many of us are devoted to Jesus for what He does for us, this can be sold out the moment we feel we are getting enough out of it.


2.) Second it reveals, that they understood their own depravity, personally. Their is in some Zoo a list of all the most deadly animals in the world & as you go on down the list in order  & read of each one, eventually you come to a blank wall with just a mirror & the words, “The most deadliest creature on the planet!” With all the news of mans inhumanity to man around us we are prone to think that we are not capable of certain acts. The truth is that in the worst case scenarios, given enough time to sear our conscious we all are capable of the worst things. You & I are no better then those who have acted upon their thoughts we are sinners, sick people. It is awful to come into the mirror of the truth of your depravity.


3.) Lastly, and don’t miss this, notice the victory of Jesus’ death in light of what I just said. Jesus tells them that one of their own was going to be involved in His death, to which they all respond to the truth of that fact, yet look at verse 23. “He will be raised up!” Jesus told them their failure, He let them see their own hearts, & then proclaimed to them that He was going to concur our depravity. I am with out any doubt the worst sinner I’ve ever met. I’m the biggest failure I’ve ever met, but that does not limit the Lord for He has taken my failure to the cross, then to the tomb & raised from the dead! Wow! 


Again we see in light of this their response, shows perhaps pride. “I thought I would of been better then the others, but I’m not!” “I’m just like every other crud!” Do your self a favor this morning, stop blaming your parents, your environment, your what ever & take responsibility for being the worst sinner you have ever met. Allow yourself to grief over the truth of that & then rejoice that Jesus has won victory even over your sin nature!

III.) Vs. 24-27 Tax & The Kings Kids
Vs. 24 Now they left Galilee & move to Capernaum & at issue was the paying of temple tax. In Jesus’ time they did not pass a plate or have a love box in the back. The temple was not supported by tithes & offerings of the people. Instead they followed the tradition of Exodus 30:10 where every man 20 years of age & up annually paid a half-shekel of silver for atonement. It started out to supply the silver sockets on which the tabernacle pools were inserted & then later moved to where it was used to support the temple. Later the money served as a reminder that they had been redeemed from Egyptian slavery. It was viewed as a great deed & a sacred offering. 

Vs. 25 So it came time for this tribute to be brought forth & they wanted to know where Jesus stood on this. Peter being a good Jew answered “Yes!” As we shall see Jesus had not paid the tribute & judging by how he gets the money, He did not have it to give. Most of the Jewish Rabies pleaded for tax exemption, perhaps these guys wanted to know if Jesus was going to claim the same. What follows is not Jesus’ argument against paying taxes or in supporting God’s work but rather the motive behind it. Several things make this story unusual:


A.) It is only recorded by Matthew. Of coarse Matthew would be interested in this for he was a tax collector for the Roman’s against the Jews. 


B.) It is the only miracle performed to meet His own needs. Jesus, never did anything for His own benefit & even this we are told that it was so that “they would not offend them.” 


C.) It is the only miracle using money. What, a far cry today when we have the faith teachers, saying to sow your seeds of faith. 


D.) It is the only miracle, for Peter & it also is one in which we are not told the results. Think of how God put this little miracle together. Someone would have to have lost the coin. Then a fish would have had to take that coin in it’s mouth & keep it there. That same fish would have to bite on Peter’s hook, with something in it’s mouth already. Man that is an amazing coincident! 


With that said, what does all this show us?   


A.) First, Jesus uses the argument from a natural position. No King would ask tax from their own son’s. So what is He saying? Well lets follow the argument:



1.) Who is the temple tax paid too? God (for His temple)



2.) Who pays the tax? The Jewish people.



3.) Who had not paid the tax? Jesus & the disciple’s.

So if Kings do not tax their family, & God is the One to whom the tax is paid annually, then the Jewish people are not by virtue of their race alone children of God. Then who are the King’s son’s? Those who have not paid. And what makes them His son’s? Relationship to Jesus! Allow me to say that the Jews are Gods chosen people, but they are not just because of that Gods family. To be part of a family you must have a relationship & that relationship is through faith not works!


Folks, religion nor race can provide personal relationship. You may well of been born into a Christian home, but that just means that you had a good up bringing. You still need to respond to God by faith.

Vs. 27 Therefore not out of obligation, but rather not to cause anyone to be offended He paid. Never use your freedom to hurt or destroy others. Notice that Jesus told Peter what to do & Peter did just as he was told. Meeting our needs is always as simple as being obedient. It must of been pretty humbling for Peter who was a commercial fisher men use to nets to take a line to the water. The Lord alone knows where there is a fish with a silver coin in it’s mouth, you don’t always need a net, but you will always need an obedient heart! Jesus is always making the miraculous out of the mundane, isn’t He. He takes our ordinary lives & if we are open to Him they become super natural.     

Matthew 18:1-14

“Who’s The Greatest?”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 1-3 A Child Of The Kingdom                                                                                                                                                      III.) Vs. 4-6 Characteristics Of Greatness

IV.) Vs. 7-10 Not Being A Stumbling Block

V.) Vs. 11-14 Love Of The Lost

I) Intro

This weeks presidential press conference was interrupted by a historic event. Right in the middle of the Presidents speech he noticed that most of the reporters eyes were turned away from him & towards a T.V. screen. One of his aids told him that they were all watching the official retirement of Michael Jordan. If you ever go to Chicago you will see M.J,’s statue out front with the slogan, “The greatest player that there ever was or will be!” How does one measure greatness? Is it by accomplishment, notoriety or office? 


This week as well Time magazine issued it’s list for the most important person over the last 1,000 years. The person who got that honor was surprising to many, Johann Gutenberg. A man in whom very little is known. There are no records of his life & very little of his work. Why history is not even sure of his birth date. As most of you are aware Johann Gutenberg, a trained goldsmith, was the first person to invent the printing press with movable type. The first thing he printed was the Bible. So here, clearly this man was noted as the most important based upon his accomplishment which we have all benefited from. So what is the Bible’s position greatness? That is what we shall see this morning  as we look at the text.    

II.) Vs. 1-3 A Child Of The Kingdom

Vs. 1 “At that time..” is one of the little phrases in the Bible that speak to context. The events that follow this statement are preceded by what has happened before. It is clear that the disciple’s were thinking of Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom. Simply put they were confused, their ideas about the kingdom & that of Jesus were in contrast. Jesus had just spoken of the fact, (17: 24-27) that greatness had nothing to do with ethnicity, but with relationship. So the disciple’s question is then, “If it’s not a birth right then what is it based upon?” 


The word “greatest” is a comparative word; it means “to a greater degree”. It appears that what the disciple’s were thinking is that since all were children of the king then how does one advance. What is the bases of greatness if all are on the same field?     
Vs. 2 Now before we get to the answer of our Lord’s may I just say that it is interesting to me that Jesus does not rebuke the desire to be great. With in all of us fallen human beings there is a desire to be great, it is as natural as breathing. I have never met any person who wanted to fail or be last. We are competitive people, even if we are not competing ourselves we compete through others.


 In Minnesota there is a new bumper sticker on cars in light of former pro wrestler now state governor “Jesse the body Ventura” it says for all who visit that great state, “My governor can beat up your governor.” Let’s be honest, we compete at every thing we do to some degree all in the desire to be great. I believe that the problem lies not in the desire to be great, for Jesus does not rebuke that, but rather at the fall mans basis of evaluating greatness became warped. Adam & Eve walked in the garden with the Lord & the greatness that they attained was based solely upon their relationship with the Lord, but the moment sin entered their lives greatness was based upon outward things. In Luke 9:46 we are told that these guy’s were actually arguing over who would be the greatest, sounds kind of like a sporting event!    


Now lets see how Jesus answers this: “He called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them. So here is what makes a person great in the kingdom of God.


1.) Responded to the word of God: Notice Jesus called a little child. There were children all around & every where you see in scripture Jesus with children you see Him wanting to hang out with them. The issue was never that little children didn’t want to be with Him it was that others were keeping them from getting to Him. 



A.) Part of the response then has to be obedience, but it is obedience that is not, “Do I have to?” It is immediate. Now, every year at Christmas time parents bring their kids to get a picture on Santa’s lap & in spite of the propaganda about Santa kids still ball their eye’s out when they have to go. Not so with the Lord.



B.) Second part of responding is just desiring to be with the Lord. Kids know who they want to be with, adults can be fooled, but not little kids.  


You can not be great in Gods kingdom unless you are first in His kingdom & that’s going to require obedience to His word. 



C.) Can you imagine for a moment all of these rugged fisherman arguing about which one of them was going to have the higher position & Jesus just calls some little kid & he comes a running not wanting anything other then time to play with Jesus. May I ask you what do you want with Jesus? Are you looking for something from Him? Do you secretly have some agenda that you want Him to give you? “Lord, I want you to make me the greatest _______!” Or do you just want to be near Him? Oh to again have the heart that just wants to play with Jesus. You start to become great when you don’t care anything about being great all you want is to be around Him who is great!   

Vs. 3 Here is where Jesus starts to give these guys a definition on what greatness is.


1.) Converted:  The word here at it’s root means to be strengthened from the base by means of being twisted in reverse. Do you get that? Greatness in the kingdom starts with a change. Greatness in Gods kingdom is the opposite of how it is defined in the world. First it starts with a spiritual change. Is it not interesting that being twisted in reverse actually strengthens? Take two wires together & they are not all that strong twist them together & they become incredible strong. 


This is the only outward quality of greatness in Gods kingdom, everything else has to do not with accomplishments or notoriety, but rather with character!


2.) Become as a little child: You will notice that not only will you not be great if you are not converted you won’t even be in His kingdom. So what does Jesus mean when He speaks about the character of a child? Well it is save to say that He is not speaking of the immaturity of a child. We shall see that He will tell us. 

III.) Vs. 4-6 Characteristics Of Greatness

Vs. 4 Here then we shall see the qualities of a little child?  First as already seen in Jesus’ call to this child & their response we can see a few things: 




A.) Teachablity: In children their is always a character that has a hunger to learn. It may not always be in the subjects we would prefer, but they want to discover things. When my son was young, he wanted to know what animal was the toughest animal. So every time for a few months when he would see an animal on T.V. he would ask, “Dad, who would win in a fight an Elephant or a tiger?” And I would have to answer, he just wanted to know what kind of pet would be the best to have in case you were attacked by another animal.



B.) Trusting: There was no cynicism in this child. That is another thing here we see that adults are very cynical by nature. We learn to not trust as we grow older. Children take things at face value. Jesus said come here & the lad went. He did not stop to evaluate every evidence he just said that guy looks like fun. 



C.) Humility: Someone once said that humility was not thinking of yourself to highly, but really humility is not thinking of yourself at all. In the Greek culture the humble were powerless & that was a shameful thing. In a biblical perspective it is a good thing to see yourself as powerless for it is only then that we will see that we are totally dependent upon the Lord for every thing.  So we need to have that child like dependence upon the Lord. Do you see this? Greatness in Gods kingdom come about only as you depend upon Him for everything. 



D.) Vs. 5 Tenderness: Here is another characteristic. When you hurt they hurt. Kids hate to see others hurting or in need. So if we are like children then we will receive others. You can have a bunch of kids together al different put them together & bang they are all playing together, like they have been friends for years. 



E.) Vs. 6 Innocence: A character of innocence is something that Jesus warns against robbing. We too ought to be innocent in nature, harmless as doves. If you go out in your back yard a see you pet rabbit half eaten & a dove right there next to it you are not going to think the dove killed & ate the rabbit. Why? Because it does not fit the nature of the dove. Things ought not fit our nature to.



F.) Vs. 6 Sincerity:  The word here to sin is “to throw off coarse.” Motive ought to always be pure. It would be, according to Jesus, to be drown in the sea then to rob a child of their innocence by a lack of sincerity. 


So there you have what Jesus say’s is what is greatness. Inward character above outward things. Man how much better would our world be if we defined greatness in terms of character instead of accomplishments & notoriety. Man we would not even be having this trial in the senate. And may I say that we would be responding differently as well. A persons character is the only thing that will ought last their accomplishments.   

IV.) Vs. 7-10 Not Being A Stumbling Block

Vs. 7-9 Now Jesus has already spoke on these very things. It is interesting that He speaks of these things now in the context of greatness of character for the kingdom. What do I mean? Well, anything that would cause the loss of these characteristics in our lives needs to be put away from us. Hey, folks we are free from sin & sin robs us of  teachability, trust tenderness, humility, innocence & sincerity. These qualities are what makes a person great in Gods kingdom, so if you want to be great then you want to be free from anything that would rob you from being great. So Jesus talks again about being serious about sin in our lives. Did you know that many animals when they are trapped by the foot will actually chew their own foot of to be free. For they realize that it is better to have only three paws & be free then to have four & mounted on the wall! 

Vs. 10 Now verse ten has been used as the proof text for the belief that we have guardian angels. Heb. 1:14 does tells us that, “..angels are only servants. They are spirits sent from God to care for those who will receive salvation.” Yet with that said there is no need to limit that to just one. Jesus is saying to the disciple’s is that you can test where your heart is at with greatness in your attitude towards the little children. Now He reminds them that these little children are precious to Him & the Father. The word “despise” means to think against or not esteem. We ought to esteem these characteristics as seen in the little children & He lists several reasons for it:


A.) In heaven the children have angels who behold the face of the Father. In other words these angels who are in the presence of the Father highly esteem these children & if they do so ought we. More then that they highly prize these little ones. 

V.) Vs. 11-14 Love Of The Lost

Vs. 11 B.) Here Jesus gives yet another reason to esteem these characteristics, It is the very reason for His coming to bring mankind back from the seeing himself based upon his accomplishments & notoriety. So that they would again see greatness based upon a Christ like character. If these are not what makes you great then you are lost & there for know that Jesus is seeking to save you from that. 

Vs. 12-14 Here we see the heart of Jesus His unconditional love. He does not say, “Those dumb sheep getting away from Me, they are going to get what they deserve.” We also see what please the Father finding the lost sheep. It is never been Gods desire to see any of the little children fall away from the love & security that only He provides.  

Matthew 18:15-35

“Great In Forgiveness ”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 15-20 If Your Brother Sins Against You                                                                                                                                                     III.) Vs. 21-22 How Many Times Shall I Forgive

IV.) Vs. 23-35 Settling Accounts

I) Intro

There arose a argument as to which one of the disciple’s would hold the highest position, to which Jesus used a child’s characteristics to show what greatness would be. Everything Jesus said dealt with inward qualities. The only thing that could be seen outwardly was a persons conversion. Jesus spoke on the importance of making sure that we saw greatness in those terms; why He even said that we ought to be concerned about our own failures above that of others, but what if some blows it towards us? 


It is interesting to me that Jesus raises the issue of someone else’s failure only after He mentions our own. We are always more concerned over some else’s mistakes then we are our own. I have found out that my sin always looks worse on you then it does on me. I believe that if I was always more concerned about my own short comings instead of others I would not fall so often. 


The story is told of the tragic death of  Karl Wallenda the world famous tight rope walker who died in 1978 falling from a 75 foot high wire in San Juan Puerto Rico. Not long after his death his wife was interviewed where she commented upon her husbands obsession over personal failure at this stunt. In all of his previous stunt’s he had been only concerned with walking not falling. She went on to say that his over concern with falling made him personally supervise the installation of the tightrope to ensure that those whom he had always trusted would not blow it this time. So instead of preparing to succeed in his walk, he only practice not to fall, which she believed caused his death. How about you? Are you more concerned with other because you are afraid to fall? Why not put your energies into walking, not in falling.

II.) Vs. 15-20 If Your Brother Sins Against You

Vs. 15 Remember that all of chapter 18 happens at the same time. So the context of this passage on forgiveness is that of greatness in the kingdom of heaven. And as we have already seen greatness in the qualities of a child. Also in making sure that we do not cause anyone to stumble. I believe that there is more to this as well, for forgiveness seems to be an indicator of greatness. Take for instance the story in Luke 7:36-50 where Jesus was invite to a Pharisees house & while there a woman came into the house & set at His feet weeping. Her tears washed His feet & she dried them with her hair, then she anointed those feet with fragrant oil. All of this caused an uproar amongst the guests. So Jesus told  them a story about two people who owed a debt one more then the other. They got the right answer but they were on the wrong side of it. Notice who Jesus summarizes it in verse 47 “Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” His HHHHHHHHHHH

 Greatness measured upon the ability to forgive? Why sure! Is God not the greatest of all? And has He not forgiven the most? Came across this poem the other day titled:

 Forgiven
They hauled him, trembling, to the Judgment Seat.

"O Lord, behold the man who made the nails that pierced Your hands and feet!"

The Master laid His, nail scarred hand upon the shame-bowed head.

"They were good nails," he said...

What can be worse then a person who leads another astray? What does Jesus do with that person? Why, according to verse 11-14 He goes after both the one who was led astray & the one who did the leading. What if it happened to us what should we do? Here then we are given practical instructions on the lost art of  forgiveness.



1.) First, the words in verse 15 “..against you” are not in some of the manuscripts. Folks our responsibility to restore lies not in the fact that they have wronged us, but that they have by their sin wronged themselves. The point I make is that of motive it is not to correct some wrong done to us, rather it is to correct some wrong that they have done to themselves. 



2.) Next we see the in the words, “..go tell him his fault between you & him alone” , the need to keep the matter private. Oh, how many times this has not been done by me. It is possible that the person is not aware of their behavior. Do not go & seek counsel telling the story to other for the purpose of prayer. Go in humility just between  the two of you. 



3.) In the word “gained” we are given another clue to the lost art of forgiveness, our attitude ought not to be to win the argument, but rather to gain out brother. This word “gain” appears 16 times in the N.T. It’s a commercial term which is used to describe the process by which a man accumulates wealth. In the context the person who sins is a loss, your loss & if restored he becomes a gain. What this pictures creates is a picture of a persons value to us. Do you see what a difference this would make in our attitude in forgiveness? If we would treat them as we would our dollars! In that great passage in Gal. 6:1 on restoring a brother who has sinned Paul uses a similar word “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” “Restore” means to set a broken bone, to do so requires tenderness & patience, all of these describe what our attitudes ought to be. 



4.) Vs. 16 If the person will not here you, then & only then do you take another person or persons to help in the restoration. So here is another principal in the lost art of forgiveness. Get help from other after you have tried to restored & have not been able to do so. This is the social approach. Perhaps the person needs to see other who see them as a valuable. They can make sure that your story is coming from a right heart as well that they can establish that they see the same sin as you do. 



5.) Vs. 17 If that does not work then & only then does it go to the whole body of Christ. Remember that our goal is that of winning our fallen brother. It is important that we see two points in this:




A.) It is the responsibility of the church to not allow a person to continue down a path that is destructive. Some folks think that it is love to allow believers to continue to destroy their lives & the lives of others. It is the church that has lost him & it ought to be the church that seeks to gain him back. We often try to win the lost, but it is important that we win the saved as well. We must keep the church Holy & pure, just as our Father is pure & holy. 




B.) With that said, as the back drop we are not talking about excommunication, which is usually thought of as kicking a person out of church & ignoring them. That is not what Jesus is saying here. Again there is a process which has to have proceeded this, but the time it has reached this stage the church is involved & the protection of the family of God, the fellowship of unconditional acceptance must be removed. Simply put if the person refuses the things of Christ for the things of the world let them have the world, but let them have it at the expense of the benefits of the church. So Jesus says to treat them as an heathen & a tax collector. So how are we to treat them based upon these words? Look at verse 11! The man whom you tried to gain who was a loss, now falls into a new category, that of a person whom Christ has died. You keep him from the shelter of the church, in order to bring him to the consciousness, of his need of which he will find grace again in the arms of Jesus.      

Vs. 18-20 Here we are given three things concerning the church & it’s position on forgiveness:


1.) Vs. 18 Purity: Forgiveness is never at the cost of compromising truth.  The words “bound & loosed”  are better understood by the words “prohibited & permitted”. What Jesus says here is keep the church pure to keep sin & what is sin on the outside not allowing it in side. The way in which you do so is to ask is this prohibited in heaven & is it permitted in heaven. In other words is what we are or are not allowing consistent with the teaching of the word of God. I read today that the United Methodist church has just come out in favor of homosexual marriage, by performing them officially. Under their leadership when a policy has been accepted by the organization as a whole, then the individual church’s have to follow suit. Is that practice prohibited in heaven? Yes.


2.) Vs. 19 Prayer: Forgiveness ought to always be bathed in prayer. The word “agree” is the word where we get our word “symphony”. In other words the church ought to be in harmony in prayer over the loss of their fallen brother. Not only for the person fallen, but over themselves lest they fall as well. 


3.) Vs. 20  Fellowship: Forgiveness ought to always with the idea of restoration back into fellowship with the Lord & us. If we have not done the first two then the third here will be impossible. Notice the key of this is not in how many gather or where they gather, but in the attitude of their hearts when they gather, “My name.” There are a great many church who have a lot of people come together & they have the numbers posted in the bulletin the following week that say 400 were their, but the greater question is was it in His name? Was the purpose of our gathering together Jesus, His character & nature? Are we about Him? Because it is only then that He is in the midst! We are far more concerned these days with how many people attended our church & not nearly enough concerned whether or not Jesus was there! I think of the Rev. 3:20 where Jesus stood on the outside of the church & knocked on the door to get in. The true church has no need for walls, it is concerned only with fellowshiping with Him. There is always one more person in the church that is there in His name then we count & He is the one that we want to make sure always attends.    

III.) Vs. 21-22 How Many Times Shall I Forgive

Vs. 21 Peter was blown out by Jesus words here & came up to Jesus with what I’m sure he thought was a generous offer. The teaching of the day was the original three strikes law. You were obligated to forgive a person two times, but on the third offense you were not obligated to forgive. So Peter says seven times? Now Peter made some of the same mistakes I make in forgiving.


A.) He did not start out in humility. Instead of asking how many times he need to forgive someone who had wronged him. He should of started out with how many times he would want someone to forgive him. He was sure his brother would sin against him, but he was not as sure that he would sin against his brother. It would always be better if we started out with the realization as I said before that we are the worst sinners we have ever met. The issues is not whether or not you are going to sin against me it is how many times am I going to blow it around you & how do I wish you to handle it.


B.) The second mistake Peter made was that he tried to put a limit it on love. Where there is true love in forgiveness there can be no measure. What if God had a measure for us on the amount of forgiveness He would grant us? Can you imagine? You blow it & become convicted of your sin repent & ask God to forgive you when you here Him say, “No, can’t do it you have run out of forgiveness!”

Vs. 22 So Jesus answers, unlimited! Forgiveness must be unconditional & unlimited. Life is not lived by the law, but by love. That is why Jesus illustrates this with a parable.  

IV.) Vs. 23-35 Settling Accounts

Vs. 23-34 In these verses Jesus tells a story of two debtors the first of which was a lender as well. To understand the amounts of the debt owed we need to put this into today’s numbers. The first man owed the master 20 million the second man owed the first man 20 dollars. 


So what’s the point of the story? Simply put we must in forgiving a brother start with the debt that we owed to the Lord. Then forgive as He has forgiven us. We all start out as debtors. He was sincere in his request for forgiveness, but he showed pride in thinking that he could pay it back, (Vs. 26) & a lack of humility (Vs. 28) . It would take a man 20 year to earn one talent, no way he could ever pay back 10,000 talents. That is true with us, we can never repay Jesus for our debt. Then instead of sharing his joy of being forgiven he demanded payment for 20 bucks. Clearly he did not understand what had been forgiven him. Lastly, because of his own lack of forgiveness he became a prisoner. The worse prison that there has ever been is to be found in the prison we make of an unforiven heart. We only imprison our ownselves. Do you want justice or mercy? Depends on the perspective of your own debt doesn’t it? 

Vs. 35 So there you have it greatness measured upon our ability to forgive. No wonder why so many people see the church as being hypocritical. We treat non believers better then our own family. Why become a part of a group of people who don’t treat each other well? A while back a tornado hit a small community in Wyoming. The only thing destroyed was the church. The local paper had this to say, “We are pleased to announce that the cyclone that destroyed Cheyenne Community Church yesterday did no real damage to the town.” The church that practices the art of forgiveness will always be missed!

Matthew 18:21-19:6

“A Forgiving Marriage ”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 21-22 How Many Times Shall I Forgive

III.) Vs. 23-35 Settling Accounts

IV.) Vs. 1-6 Two Shall Become One

I) Intro
Last week we were looking at what makes a person great in the eyes of God.


A.) First according to verse 3 they must become converted. That is to say, to even have the possibility of becoming great at all they must simply, with out any deals, receive Jesus as ruler over their lives.


B.) Second, Jesus goes on to list the characteristics of a child, such as humility, obedience, tenderness, teachablity, innocence & purity. In other words Jesus was telling these guys that what makes a person great is not accomplishments or notoriety, which are outward standards, but rather inward character. May I be more specific? A Christ like character, that is what makes a person great! But how can that be measured?


C.) It will be measured in how we treat others, namely in how we forgive those who sin. Radical stuff isn’t it? What a great world this would be if the way we saw every thing was based upon the expression of love! Why is forgiveness such a good measure of greatness? Because, when you forgive someone you are chosen to do so upon a person who has wronged you. In other words your love is operating not upon how they make you feel or what they do for you. It is a love that come not from you at all, but from God.   


Dr. Christian Barnard the first man ever to do a heart transplant was talking to one of his transplant patient’s Philip Blaiberg, himself a doctor. Suddenly Dr. Barnard asked, “Would you like to see your old heart?” Dr. Blaiberg of coarse was fascinated, so the two men stood in a room in a South African hospital & took down a glass jar that contained his heart. Dr. Blaiberg stood their stunned in silence. He was the first person ever to hold his own heart in his hands. He began to ask a few medical questions about the procedure then he turned again to the heart in the glass jar & said, “So this is my old heart, that has caused me so much trouble.” He then handed it back to the Dr. Barnard & never again went to see it. Wouldn’t that be great if we could as believers take a look at our “old heart that has caused us so much trouble” & put it away never be bothered with it again! The best way to see if that old heart has changed or not is to see how you forgive other’s! 


The second part of the text this morning deals with marriage. I find it interesting that the topic of marriage would follow right the heals of forgiving others. If you want a great marriage you had better become great in forgiveness.


A little girl came home from school one day all excited for the teacher had just read the story of Snow White to the class. She could not wait to tell her mother the story. She ran into the house & said, “Mommy I just heard this neat story & you will never believe what happened?” So she began to tell the story of Snow White. When she finally got to the part about Prince Charming she said, “And Mom, Prince Charming kissed her back to life, & guess what happened?” Well, honey, they lived happily ever after!.”, she said. Her daughter shook her head in disagreement & said, “No, they did not Mom; they got married!” Marriage will only be “happily ever after” to the degree we forgive each other.  

III.) Vs. 21-22 How Many Times Shall I Forgive

Vs. 21 Peter was blown out by Jesus words here & came up to Jesus with what I’m sure he thought was a generous offer. The teaching of the day was the original three strikes law. You were obligated to forgive a person two times, but on the third offense you were not obligated to forgive. So Peter says seven times? I’m sure Peter thought that Jesus would be pretty impressed by his statement & was probably hoping that the Lord would not hold him to his answer. Now Peter made some of the same mistakes I make in forgiving.


A.) Vs. 21 He did not start out in humility. Instead of asking how many times he needed to forgive someone who had wronged him. He should of started out with how many times he would want someone to forgive him. He was sure his brother would sin against him, but he was not as sure that he would sin against his brother. It would always be better if we started out with the realization as I said before that we are the worst sinners we have ever met. The issues is not whether or not you are going to sin against me it is how many times am I going to blow it around you & how do I wish you to handle it. How about you how many time do you want your spouse to forgive your mistakes? 490? No! For me that would just be only half s day.  


B.) The second mistake Peter made was that he tried to put a limit it on love. Where there is true love in forgiveness there can be no measure. What if God had a measure for us on the amount of forgiveness He would grant us? Can you imagine? You blow it & become convicted of your sin repent & ask God to forgive you when you here Him say, “No, can’t do it Dale  you have run out of forgiveness!” Talk about taking something for granted, we take forgiveness for granted all the time. 

Vs. 22 So Jesus answers, unlimited! Forgiveness must be unconditional & unlimited. Life is not lived by the law, but by love. That is why Jesus illustrates this with a parable.  

IV.) Vs. 23-35 Settling Accounts

Vs. 23-34 Now in these verses Jesus tells a story of two debtors the first of which was a lender as well. To understand the amounts of the debt owed we need to put this into today’s numbers. The first man owed the master 20 million the second man owed the first man 20 dollars. 


So what’s the point of the story? Simply put we must in forgiving a brother start with the debt that we owed to the Lord. Then forgive as He has forgiven us. We all start out as debtors. He was sincere in his request for forgiveness, but he showed pride in thinking that he could pay it back, (Vs. 26) & a lack of humility (Vs. 28) . It would take a man 20 years to earn one talent, no way he could ever pay back 10,000 talents. That is true with us, we can never repay Jesus for our debt. Then instead of sharing his joy of being forgiven he demanded payment for 20 bucks. Clearly he did not understand what had been forgiven him. Lastly, because of his own lack of forgiveness he became a prisoner. The worse prison that there has ever been is to be found in the prison we make of an unforiven heart. We only imprison our ownselves. Do you want justice or mercy? Depends on the perspective of your own debt doesn’t it? 

Vs. 35 So there you have it greatness measured upon our ability to forgive. No wonder why so many people see the church as being hypocritical. We treat non believers better then our own family. Why become a part of a group of people who don’t treat each other well? A while back a tornado hit a small community in Wyoming. The only thing destroyed was the church. The local paper had this to say, “We are pleased to announce that the cyclone that destroyed Cheyenne Community Church yesterday did no real damage to the town.” The church that practices the art of forgiveness will always be missed!

IV.) Vs. 1-6 Two Shall Become One

Vs. 1 Again notice the phrase, “..when Jesus had finished these sayings, He departed..” Jesus finished speaking on greatness with the outward sign of inward character seen on our ability to forgive. He is now heading to His death & resurrection. It is interesting to note this as it fits both subjects. The ultimate example of our Lord’s forgiveness is seen at the cross & marriage based upon His work of forgiving us our marriage will either be death or a resurrection. 


A couple was celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary & while they were cutting the cake the wife noticed her husband weeping. She gently grabbed his arm, & whispered lovingly, “Honey, I never knew you were so sentimental.” Choking back his tears he said, “No it’s not that, do you remember when your father found us in the barn kissing & told me that I’d better marry you or I’d spend the next 50 years in jail?” His wife replied, “Yes, just like it was yesterday.” “Well,” he went on, “I just realized that tomorrow I would of been a free man!” OK, OK, I’m sorry it’s a bad joke!

Vs. 2 Here again we see the compassion Jesus had on the multitudes. Mark tells us that He taught them as well. It amazes me how we will turn only the desperate things to the Lord. May I say that Jesus is interested not in just physical healing by spiritual & emotional healing as well. 


I look at the position of this verse as it precedes that of His heart towards marriage & you see Him healing the bodies of those who trusted in Him. How about the marriages? Do you trust Jesus to heal your marriage? Perhaps you need His touch right now in your marriage & your thinking that what has to be healed is your spouse. Be careful, now start out with your debt of 20 million first before you try & collect on the 20 bucks they owe you. I believe that a lot of marriages need Jesus touch, but one or both of the people are not welling to forgive.

Vs. 3a Now notice the religious community, they come to test or trap him in a debate that will cause Jesus to take a side. Do you notice the difference between Jesus in the relationship with God verses religion. All that religion is interested in is a debate. Winning the argument that is what is important to religion. Man, when I think about how many times I’ve one the argument, but lost because of it. I lost because I cared more about winning the debate then I cared about the person I was trying to talk too. Let this be a warning to us when we deal with people especially our spouses. 


A little girl & a little boy were playing together when the little girl asked the boy if they wanted to play house. The boy said, “Sure, what do I have to do?” “Share what you feel & communicate your thoughts.” she replied. The little guy scratched his head & said, “I have no idea what that means.” “Perfect!”, smirked the girl, “You can be the husband!” Man does that not sound true.

Vs. 3b Now there question was one of the hottest of the day & probably a hot one for us as well. Did you know that 64% of marriages to day end in divorce? That’s almost 2/3 of all marriages end up in divorce. The U.S. has nearly 14 million divorced people & over another 6 million who are married, but not living together. 


Now the debate in that day centered around Deut. 24:1 which reads “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house,.”  The part that they debated was finding, “no favor because of  uncleanness..”  Just what was meant by  uncleanness? There were two schools of thought given forth by two famous rabbi’s:


A.) Hillel, who had died some 20 years prior to Jesus’ teaching on this. Hillel was a liberal & his teaching on this was the most popular among the people. He taught that the word unclean meant incompatibility or temperament. Now you need to realize that a wife had no rights she could not divorce her husband, so a man could under this interpretation divorce his wife if she burned the toast, or if he saw someone he liked better.


B.) Shammai, was the conservative, & his view was a lot less popular. He said that there was only one ground for divorce & that was sexual immorality. 

Now Jesus had already said His view as far as what side he leaned towards back in the 5 chapter verse 32. “But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.” Clearly Jesus lined up more on the side of Shammai, but that is now how He is going to answer their question this time.   

Vs. 4 Now notice how He handles their question on divorce. The Pharisees wanted to debate divorce Jesus answers with the purpose of Marriage. I like that, when folks come in & want to talk me about divorce this is a good passage to use. Folks divorce is not an option for anyone wanting to keep a marriage together. And if you don’t want to keep it together then that already reveals a problem in your heart. Forgiveness, reconciliation, that is the heart of our Lord. Now I say that, but that does not mean that, there may not be things that each of the people need to work on to reconcile, but you don’t start out by talking about divorce you start out by talking about marriage. I heard it said that “marriage is a mirror; it reflects what we put into it!” So if your marriage is not looking to good perhaps you have not put much into it? Let based upon this give you some principals of marriage:



1.) Vs.4 Ownership: It’s not your marriage it’s His. God is the one who instituted marriage. It’s not you who rule it is He who rules. The only thing in the creation that God declared that was not good was the fact that Adam was alone. Eve was created for equal fellowship. Now what this speaks to is that if your marriage is struggling then it’s time to let go of your rules & allow Him rule. I have never seen one marriage that is struggling that has not been the result of a refusal to allow God to rule over the area of their marriage. Usually it is, “I don’t want to do this or that, can’t that person just do what I want them to do with out me having to do what I need to do? 



2.) Vs. 5 Monogamy: It is a union between one man & one woman. God did not create marriage for two men & one woman. No group marriages, no homosexual marriage, “Adam & Eve not Adam & Steve”. 



3.) This relationship is to supersede all other relationships, it is even greater than the relationship that exists between parent & child. 



4.) It is spiritually binding before God, it is not just a social contract. Now what this tells us is that God is very into marriage thus if you will allow Him He will be the one to keep it together. 



5.) We are no longer single. We give up our self-centeredness the moment we got married. So you ought to no more, put yourself ahead of your spouse then you would cut of your nose to spite your face. The goal of every marriage ought to be to continue to grow together as we grow closer to Jesus.

Now as we close you can see why forgiveness & becoming great in Gods kingdom as seen in our ability to forgive is so essential. Right now as we close in prayer I want everyone of us to allow the spirit of God who has just worked through the word of God transform our hardened hearts in the area of forgiving other specifically those of us who are married. When you leave this morning if you have been harboring something & want you to go to your spouse & ask them to forgive you for not forgiving them. I want you to start taking these things serious.    

Matthew 19:7-15

“The Sanctity Of Marriage”
I.) Intro 

II.) Vs. 7-9 Moses & Marriage

III.) Vs. 10-12 Singleness & The Kingdom

IV.) Vs. 13-15 Children & Marriage

I) Intro
In preparing for this study I was thinking of how people would respond to it. When ever you talk about marriage & divorce you are bound to offend people. I was talking to a fellow pastor the other day & he was telling me that his church was doing a 6 week study on sex, the first time they did this series was several years ago & they saw a 40% increase in their attendance. What a contrast these two topics are. People have no problem talking or hearing a series of messages on the joy of sex, but teach on the commitment of marriage & people will get angry. I do not know of a family who has not had someone go through a divorce or a bad marriage, so it is important to get what Jesus has to say on this subject.

 
First by way of introduction, let me establish a few things:

1.) The context of this passage makes it clear that, what Jesus lays down here are Gods ideal for marriage & condition for the separation of marriage.

2.) Second, that these statements are intended for those who have a relationship with the Lord. Be that personally or as a nation (Israel) who were Gods chosen people. In other words we can not impose these as rules upon those out side of a covenant relationship with the Lord. Neither can we condemn those who did not live by these ideals prior to knowing the Lord.

3.) Though, these ideals are for believers to live by, if we redeemed sinners do what we sinners so often do, (sin), there is grace & forgiveness available in Christ. In other words, if a believer sins & divorces their spouse for wrong reasons it is not the unpardonable sin. There is only one sin that God will not forgive & that is to die apart from giving your heart to Him. That does not mean that there may not be consequences to our actions & it will reveal a problem in the heart of the person, but there is always forgiveness available upon repentance.

4.) In light of this passage marriage & the person you marry is the second most important decision you will ever make, so you ought to put more into it then just the way a person looks or how they make you feel.


I am convinced that the frustration over this subject lies at communication. If we would just always consider our spouse better then ourselves & treat them the way in which we ourselves would like to be treated then divorce among believers would be unheard of. A little girl & a little boy were playing together when the little girl asked the boy if they wanted to play house. The boy said, “Sure, what do I have to do?” “Share what you feel & communicate your thoughts.” she replied. The little guy scratched his head & said, “I have no idea what that means.” “Perfect!”, smirked the girl, “You can be the husband!” Man does that not ring true in most of our homes!  

II.) Vs. 7-9 Moses & Marriage

Vs. 7a “Then they said to Him..” This is phrase tells us that what they had to say next relates to what Jesus already had to say in answer to their original question on diviorce.

What did Jesus say?


A.) He said that the reason for divorce was not the important question, but rather the reason for marriage! They wanted to draw Jesus into the debate of what was the apropriate reason for divorce. The two opinions of the day were liberal & strick. 


1.) One said that what was meant by the passage in Deut. 24:1-4 was that if the husband found any thing he did not like about his wife he could get rid of her. 


2.) The other position was that the only way the husband could divorce his wife was in the case of sexual sin.

Gods design for man & woman was fellowship, (vs.4 “at the beginning He made them male & female). The fellowship between man & woman was physical, (vs. 5 “be joined to his wife”). So important was this union to God that it was to superseed all other relationships, (vs. 5 “leave his father & mother”). God clearly saw the union of two as one that He put together, (vs.6) & what He had glued together ought not be sepperated. That is how Jesus handeled their question on divorce! Folks, if you are singel here this morning do your self a favor & seek God on whether or not you are to be married & whom it is you are to marry. Divorce will never be possible if two believers spend as much time & concern over the issue of who God has for them as they do what clothes they are to ware. Some people are not a good look on us nor we on them & it would be better to find this out before marriage.

Vs. 7b The force of their was, “If that is Gods heart towards marriage then why did Moses give permission for divorce?” There view was strick on divorce but liberal of the reasons for it. They viewed divorce as something that they had to do. 


A careful reading of Deut. 24 makes it clear that the only camandment that Moses made in this passage dealt with the divorced wife not returning to her first husband if she was divorcd by her second husband. Moses did not commqand divorce he permitted it. In fact this law was seen as a deterant for divorce for three reasons.


1.) First it would cause the first husband to think twice be for he divorced his wife since he could not get her back again. 


2.) Second, it would take time for a scribe to write a divorce decrea, giving time for reconcilliation. Thus, a written divorce was better then not anything.


3.) Third, when the husband divorced his wife he would have to pay her a sum of money prescribed in the marriage contract. Plus the husband had to assume liability for any goods his wife brought into the marriage.

Vs. 8 Here Jesus tells us why divorce was ever allowed, hardness of the fallen human heart. Someone once said that, “People are married for better or worse, but today they are not married for long!” How tragicly true that is today! So what is Jesus saying here? He is saying that the laws concerning divorce were added because of sin in his inability to carry out Gods original purpose, “one man, one woman, for life.” The only thing that could & did seperate a marriage was death, in which case the surviving person could remarry. This brings us to Jesus next statements in verse 9.

Vs. 9 What Jesus does here is proclaim that marriage is a permanent union. The only way that God would recognize divorce is if one of them commited “sexual immorality.” Now what is interesting that sexual sins such as adultry were a capitial offence in Israel. It seems as though Jesus is showing us that under that condition because of the hardness of the human heart, (deadness), the innocent person was allowed to remarry. Further more, Jesus says that the only one that has the right to end the marriage is God. Sexual sin did break the physical union, if the inocent spouse was unable to forgive. He did not teach that they had to divorce, but hardness of heart permited it as a final option, never as a first option. No person serious about their commitment to Jesus, can or should say, on the basis of temperment, incopatability, no longer “in love” there is grounds for divorce. Now I again say that, if you are here this morning & you have gotten a divorce, God can & does forgive if you repent. It is certain that if God allows divorce He certainly allows remarriage. The contect here is Gods ideal, for belivers in marriage & divorce is only allowed for sexual imorality. Now before you all get mad at me, these are the words of Jesus not Dale. If you are married & having a hard time with it, divorce is not an option, if it is a bad marriage it need not be & getting out of it may bring some temporary relif but it will not fix the problem it will only create new ones. It is clear by the way Jesus discipel’s respond that they understood what Jesus was saying.    

III.) Vs. 10-12 Singleness & The Kingdom

Vs. 10 Do you see what they are saying? “If there is no way of getting out of a bad marriage, then you are better off staying singel!” Clearly they understood Jesus as saying that there was no out of a bad marriage, that is the context of their statement. 

Vs. 11 Now notice that jesus does not argue against their statement. He wants us to realize the seriousness of the nature of marriage. If you make divorce for any reason an option then you destroy the the struckture of the family & that of the nation. A study just came out this week by Rutgers University. It is dealing with living together & the rates of divorce. Now listen to this, couples that live together before they get maried are 48% more likley to divorce then couples who do not live together before marriage. Thus living together is not a good way to prepare for mariage, but it is agood way to prepare for divorce. 


So Jesus makes no universal statement about singelness. Instead He says that this is not for every person. It is also clear that what God had for us is something that He will reveal to us in His time. Not every one is called to be singel, neither is everyone called to be married. Now if you are married then you are called to be married. If you are singel now enjoy it & use it for His kingdom because you have been given more oportunity to serve others. 

Vs. 12 Jesus now gives three catigories of those who are called to be singel.


A.) “For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb,..” Some people are born with reasons why they should no marry be that phyiscal or emotional. I think that this number is rather small

and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it." 
