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Matthew: Jesus our King 

I. Chapters 1-10 The King Revealed 

II. Chapters 11-13 The King Resisted
III. Chapters 14-20 The King Retreated
IV. Chapters 21-27 The King Rejected

V. Chapter 28 The King Resurrected 

With 39 books down we now come to our last 27 of the New Testament and with it the four gospels and specifically the Gospel of Matthew. This account is part of the synoptic gospels and the word means to “view together” Matthew, Mark and Luke bare many similarities and overlapping details with the primary point to show the humanity of Jesus (though clearly His deity is visible). John’s account is much later after the other three accounts have been written and his approach is focus upon Jesus’ deity (though His humanity is clearly seen). Matthews account is a bridge builder spanning the over 400 year gap between Malachi final words in Malachi 4:2 where he wrote “The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves.” And Matthew will open with a genealogy of Jesus being just Who Malachi predicted he would be. That’s the heart of Matthews’ account:

· He quotes or alludes to the Old Testament 129 times 

· He is the only writer of the gospels that uses the phrase “The Kingdom of heaven” which he uses 32 times.

· He is the only writer that uses the phrase “that it might be fulfilled” which he does so 9 times.

· He is the only gospel writer that use the phrase to refe3rence the Old Testament “that which was spoken” 14 times. 

 It is clear that by ding so Matthew has the intent upon revealing the long awaited, often spoken of Messiah to the Jews. How is it possible with all of the 39 books of the Old Testament pointing to Jesus that when He came they didn’t recognize Him? Well the story is told of an English man 100 years ago that was walking in the woods alone when he came upon a stranger who waved at him and said “Hello Mr. Greene”. Obviously he wasn’t a stranger at all but for the life of Mr. Greene he could place him. Unwilling to admit his memory loss Mr. Greene put out his hand and said, “Good to see you old chap, how long has it been?” To which the stranger replied, “Well it was at Lady Asquith’s reception last October, so nearly a year”. Mr. Greene remembered the party well and the man’s face was familiar but still no name. So Mr. Greene continued, “How’s your wife?” “Fine”, came back the reply. “Still in the same business I presume?” said Mr. Greene searching for clues. “Yes, Mr. Greene, I’m still the King of England!”  That is what Matthews account is, “Fellow countrymen, behold your King!”         
