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I. Intro.

We start now a study through forty chapters of the Bible covering most of three books and glimpses of 73 of the psalms. Unlike most of our teaching we are going to focus primarily upon one individual though we are still going to do so in a verse by verse manor. Our attention will be drawn too the life of Israel’s greatest king, David! From before our chapter today God had a design for which He calls into His service. I suppose greatness is something most of us at times dream of. Yet there is something that I’ve noticed about greatness as it relates to us mortals that is we ascribe it very differently then God does:

A. We recognize it upon outward things: That is to say we tend to evaluate greatness upon a persons deeds rather then their character!

B. Second we wait to ascribe greatness only after a persons deeds warrant such applause: It is for this reason that the Hiseman trophy is awarded after the season is over. What we fail to realize is that greatness is not awarded it is rather forged. 

You see though you and I aspire for greatness we seldom ever attain it because we may yearn for the product but will do everything to avoid the process! David is a man whose greatness was in his inward character forged by going through the process. But don’t miss understand me he was nonetheless a man who made mistakes and failed miserably.   

II. Vs. 1-3 Fill your horn and go

Vs. 1 The story before us opens with God speaking to an aged prophet and judge Samuel. The Bible records this man’s life by calling him the 1st of the prophets but the last of the judges. He was born into a household where his mother Hannah had been barren and year after year when she went up to the tabernacle at Shilo wept before the Lord at her bareness. Finally she made a vow before the Lord that if He would open her womb and give her a male child that she would give him to the Lord. So after he was weaned while still a boy he went live in Shilo with the Eli the priest. Samuel grew up ministering before the Lord as well as observing the corruptness of Eli’s sons because their father would not correct them. He too made the mistake of appointing his sons as judges over Israel but they also did not walk in God’s ways. So the nation fearing Samuel’s death asked for a king to judge them. God’s word was that the people had not rejected Samuel but rather God. And so they sought a mighty man, one that was head and shoulders above his pears, Saul. Saul was a people’s choice but not the Lord’s choice as he was a man moved by his passions (unlawful sacrifice in chapter 13 and partial obedience in chapter 15) and not a passion for the Lord. Samuel’s disappointment at Saul’s failure to obey the Lord was a morning process. 


God’s choosing of a person is entirely different then we choose. God delights in using the most foolish thing He can find. Yet with that said I’ve discovered several things about God’s choosing of David that surprised me:

A. Gen. 49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people.” Way back in Jacob’s prophecy concerning his son’s is this statement concerning Judah. Yeh so? Well Saul was not from Judah but rather from the tribe of Benjamin which Jacob prophesied “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.” Simply put it appears that God already had a specific tribe in mind for a King and it was clearly not the tribe of Benjamin. 

B. Ruth 4:12 “May your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring which the LORD will give you from this young woman.” Now right here in this blessing pronounced at the marriage of David’s great grandparents of Boaz and Ruth the Moabite is an interesting prophecy. You see Perez was the illegitimate offspring of Judah with Tamar, further we are told in Lev. That it takes 10 generations to remove this from a genealogy. Well guess who is the 10th from Perez? You’ve got it David. 

My point? Well though God clearly chooses His servants from a different standard then humans do He knows who He has in mind long before we do! There are no accidents in God’s plan’s none of this “being in the right place at the right time stuff”. This is further brought in the 13th chapter of 1st Samuel as God declares to Samuel “The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart”. As such then God’s preparation upon the heart and our willingness to receive such training as being from His hand is the most important things we can recognize. 


Brothers, there is a time to mourn over our failures the “shoulda’s, woulda’s and coulda’s” in fact I think that a time of reflecting on what we have done wrong can lead to real spiritual growth. Yet we can become trapped in obsessing over our failures or the failures of others and become stuck and unwilling to move forward with the Lord. The truth is God will not allow His work to die with our failures and it was time for Samuel to quit focusing on what wasn’t working and start moving on what God was going to cause to work. God does not ever close one door that he does not open another and often it is the closing of one that causes us to step through to greater blessings! So I imagine that Samuel must have become excited as God had rejected Saul but He had also told him to “fill his horn with oil” as God was going to provide a King for Israel himself. Don’t you find that true in your own life? God often allows you to go after things your own way and then you see them fail only to send you down a road of His choosing that turns out to be a greater blessing? 


We are given where this king was going to be from two perspectives:

A. Ancestry: The king was going to be coming from among the sons of Jesse. As I said Jesse grandparents were Boaz and Ruth and as we shall see David is the 8th son from this family, they had two daughters as well. 

B. Geographically: Bethlehem was the city where the beloved Rachel had died giving birth to Benjamin. How interesting is that as Saul’s ancestry in from this tribe and his reign has just died. It was on these hills that David’s grandmother Ruth gleaned the fields that Boaz purchased hence the name “house of bread”. Further more Jesus will be born in the same small hamlet. 

Vs. 2-3 Much has been made of this passage as if God is telling Samuel to lie. First off Samuel needed to pass through Saul's ’home town on the way to get to Bethlehem and the act of anointing a King above him would be seen as an act of treason. The clearest explanation of God’s words to Samuel is to take out his concerns and simply read what God has to say. “I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons. Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.” You see Samuel’s concern caused him to interrupt what God was going to tell him any way. It is not as though God was not aware of Saul’s anger and the problem of Samuel’s anointing of a son of Jesse would cause. “You know Samuel your right I wasn’t thinking, let me think, take a heifer with you!” So was this a lie? Well no it was completely the truth just not all the truth! The inviting of Jesse to the sacrifice would have been seen as an honor but nothing more.

III. Vs. 4-10 The Lord has not chosen these

Vs. 4-5 This may seem a bit odd of a response to Samuel arrival from the elders of the town until you realize that calamities usually followed on the heels of his arrival. Not to mention that at the failure of Saul to kill Agag the king of the Amalekites he took up the sword himself and hacked him into pieces. 

Samuel lets them know that he has come there for peaceable reasons then tells them all to set themselves apart to be ready for the sacrifice and then partake in the meal with Samuel.

Vs. 6-10 Apparently Elias was quite the physical specimen as Samuel thought that his selection was over quickly. Samuel’s evaluation was upon sight and not faith. I think this what we often do as we size up people don’t we? We look at their appearance even their talents and say, “Hey, that one right there is the right pick!” But Hod warns Samuel as well as us that to pick upon what we see is a foolish we of choosing a leader. There have been numerous studies that reveal companies that heir upon a person’s physical appearance and how they carry themselves. God looks well beyond what we see to a person’s heart and He had been grooming David since birth. Can you imagine Samuel’s and Jesse’s surprise as each one of these men were brought before them and the Lord said none of the above. From 1 to 7 and not a single bite as they were not what God was looking at. Ok then what was God looking for? 

IV. Vs. 11-13 This is the one

Vs. 11 There are several things that stand out about David:

a. His name: You see this is the first time the name appears in the scripture, it simply means “the beloved one”. Based upon David’s psalms it appears that the youngest of 10 children was close to his mother. In Psalm 116:16 he describes himself as the “the son of Your maidservant”. I can’t be sure but looking at the name of the seven brothers you have: Eliab = “God is father” Abinadab = “father is noble” Shimea = “fame” Nethanel = “God gives” Raddai = “treading down” Ozem = “strength” I’m kind of thinking that David’s mom named him. This is further brought out in my mind by the fact that David was not even to the sacrifice and when Samuel asks Jesse if there are any more sons rather then mentioning his name he says, “Oh yeh the least is out there keeping the sheep!” Now with that said David later on makes sure that both of his parents are protected against Saul’s wrath. There seems to be through adversity a tenderness that stays with David. Simply put brokeness and humility were wrought in his character instead of pride.

b. His occupation: Tending sheep was the lowest position usually given to a servant the fact that David is doing it shows that he was from a poor family and that he had not position with in the family. With that said David excelled at his job as Davis fought a lion and a bear that would dare take one of those lambs. Further more his time in the hills of Bethlehem was not wasted taking care of sheep, as sheep must be lead not driven. David also spent large amounts of time contemplating the Lord as psalm 8, 19, 23, 39 indicate. 

c. Vs. 12 His appearance: It is thought by most that David was probably around 15-16 years of age. He was red headed, fair skin with light eyes and a good-looking fellow. But God had done a work in His heart.

Based upon the six verses is Psalm 23 we can tell several things about the work of God in David’s heart:

Vs. 1 “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want”: Believing heart
Vs. 2  “He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters”: Patient heart
Vs. 3  “He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake”: Holy heart
Vs. 4  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me”: Confident heart
Vs. 5  “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over”: Grateful heart
Vs. 6  “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever”: Fixed heart

The anointing of David is interesting as Samuel anointing him then leaves him and goes home. There was no attempt to place David on the throne and it would yet be another 25 years before he would reign. David’s life will have three anointing, this one here is private & there in Joseph’s writing’s it is said that Samuel leaned over and whispered into his ear saying, “You are the next King”. Then in 2 Samuel 2 he will be anointed before Judah and in the 5th chapter if 2nd Samuel he will be anointed before the whole nation. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit and in fact three are three such symbols:

Oil: To refresh, the spirit 

Fire: To cleanse, the soul

Dove: To make gentle the heart     

David’s secret well right here we see that “the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward.”
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I. Intro.

David’s life can be divided into five sections the first four of which are found in 1st Samuel the last is found in 2nd Samuel:

· Shepherd: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

· Singer: 1 Samuel 16:14-23

· Soldier: 1 Samuel 17

· Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

· Sovereign: 2 Samuel 1-24
For the most part when we think of David we tend to think of him as Israel’s greatest king however the early part of his life is that which developed his ability to rule. David seemed to discover what F.B. Meyer spoke about concerning the secret of life when he said, “The main end of life in not to do but to become!” This is best summed up in Samuel’s words to the disobedient Saul in 13:14 “The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people”. It seems to me that God is always developing people whose chief aim in life is to have above everything else a heart for God. It is these folks that God raises up to stand in the gap (Ezek. 22:30). Their development is through the fire of trials, as God will keep us there until He sees His reflection.


We have seen David as the teenage shepherd in a home where he was the youngest and appears to have been overlooked by his father and brothers. Simply put it was adversity and obscurity that David majored in growing up. I have often heard it said that life boils down to choices but the outcome depends far more upon how we respond to those choices then weather they were right or wrong decisions! I watched the tail end of a football game, in which the color commentator made a statement about an embattled quarterback as he said, “Much of this players future will be determined upon how he responds to his failure!” The choice I find in my own life is whether or not I will become “bitter” or “better”, clearly David chose the later! 

II. Vs. 14-18 Relief from distress

Vs. 14 It has well been noted that the timing of the departure of the Spirit of the Lord from Saul is at the same time in which the Spirit of the Lord came upon David (verse 13). Yet this verse brings up some challenges. 

A. First we have the departure of the Spirit of the Lord from a believer. Well perhaps Saul was not a believer? This would be problematic in as much as we are told in 1 Sam. 10:6, 9 that “the Spirit of the LORD came upon him and he prophesied, further more we are told that God gave him another heart”. Yet clearly in Rom. 8:9 “you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.” Why even David cried out in Psalm 51:11 “do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” So how do we reconcile this? Well a study of the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers in the O.T. and the N.T. will reveal a difference.

1. In the O.T. the Holy Spirit was selective in whom He came upon and His work was temporary. 

2. While we see in the N.T. that Holy Spirit is universal indwelling all who trust in Jesus and His work is permanent. So for you and I the continual presence of the Holy Spirit in our life is a great comfort. We are told in 1 Cor. 6:19-20 that “our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in us, … therefore we are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit, which are God's.” That is not to say that we can not grieve the Holy Spirit as clearly Paul admonishes the Ephesians in Eph. 4:30 “not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” As such these passages of scripture have no place in the practical life of the N.T. believer.  

B.  The second great challenge this verse brings up is found in the phrase “a distressing spirit from the LORD troubled him.” James said of God in 1:13,17 that “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone” and “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights”. Clearly this verse before us would seem to contradict the clear statement of James. Here then are the biblical facts:

1. God is sovereign and over all including the spiritual realm.

2. Saul had a free will to choose what he wanted.

3. God loved Saul and sent the Holy Spirit upon him to equip him to lead the nation. 

Putting this altogether suggests that those gifts of God, which came upon Saul enabling him to lead, were taken from him and given to David. Why? Well it is my opinion to get Saul to repent and recognize that the relief from his torment was to be only found in a relationship with God and not in ruling a nation. Simply put Saul’s problem was that God did not rule him so God allowed him to rule with out His influence. Saul did not want to follow God’s rules and perhaps thought he did not need the Spirit of the Lord upon him to lead. Saul became what every man is apart form the Holy Spirit’s influence, fearful, jealous, angry and bitter. Satan delights to fish in troubled water and when a person rejects the Spirit’s influence over their lives madness is sure to follow. There is little doubt that if Saul were alive today he would be diagnosed with a mental illness. One wonders how many today have driven themselves mad simply from rejecting God’s influence upon their lives?  

Vs. 15-16 Apparently Saul’s servants could visibly see the change in their King’s demeanor as he was no longer the leader that was head and shoulders above his pears. His servants suggest an interesting remedy “music”. Music? Perhaps the thought was “Music tames the savage beast why not the troubled Saul?” The problem with this council is that it only seeks to divert the distress temporarily instead of eliminating it altogether. Now God will use this counsel to bring the young shepherd into the place but nonetheless why not encourage repentance. Music is a gift from God and has the capability to stir emotions both towards the Lord as well as away from Him. Marx and Lenin both recognized its influence over people and said, “Give us the musicians and the poets and we will change the nation”. It is for this reason we Christian’s need to seek to be worshipers before we are warriors as David was. Always seeking to bring people into the presence of God that they may have an encounter with His love, peace and Holiness. It is no accident that we see David in his humility where he learns to worship God before he becomes a soldier, servant or king. If a person is not first and foremost a worshiper of God he will not be much good at anything else. Why? Well the source of everything we do is found in our relationship to our Father in Heaven. 

Vs. 17 The plan sounds good to Saul and say’s “Provide me a man who can play well!” I suggest to you that this verse is quite reveling of Saul’s heart in that he sought an entertainer, someone who for a limited amount of time could take his mind of his troubles. Saul wanted to be medicated, numbed from his own rebellion instead of delivered altogether. 


Go back and look at what God wanted in Exodus 28 and you will see that God required far more then an entertainer. In fact two things stick out in that chapter:

A. Four times we are told that God wanted the priest to “minister to Me”. It is the chief purpose of the worshiper to do so towards the Lord and not to entertain people. Every song sung, every voice lifted and instrument played is done first and foremost for an audience of One!  

B. Second the priest was to ware before the Lord a breastplate with the names of the 12 tribes etched into 12 different stones. Yeh so? Well think of this and what does it tell you? It tells us that that God would have every worshiper carry over their hearts a love for people! Further more this love is to include the differences and diversity, which is brought out in the 12 different tribes.

In the 10th chapter of 1st Samuel we notice that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul while they were playing a “stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before him”, in other words there was worship present. Now this tells me two important things concerning the Spirit’s empowerment upon our lives:

a. The person who worship’s is going to have a heart in the right place to be empowered by the Holy Spirit.

b. You can’t simply by playing worship music have an encounter with the Holy Spirit. In other words the work of the Spirit can not be manipulated or manufactured. 

Here’s my point worship music may be an instrument that leads our heart towards the Lord, but its mere presence does not guarantee a right heart! Saul appears to be seeking an “emotional moment” instead of a “spiritual transformation”

Vs. 18 One of the servants of Saul speaks up here suggesting David and in so doing gives six characteristics of what a worshiper (and in David’s case worship leader) has. But before we get at these allow me to make some observations:

1. These six characteristics came from observations made by others. This was not David’s resume, no these qualities were clearly visible in his life. What’s more impressive is that they will be visible through out his life. Go with me to the very end of David’s life in the 23 chapter of 2nd Samuel and hear how the nation morns for the soon departed David as they call him the, “the sweet psalmist of Israel”. Did you see that? Not the mighty king, the great warrior, no the most impressive quality of David’s life was seen in his devotion towards the Lord! I suggest to you that before everything else in David’s life he was a worshiper and any and all success came from this great truth!

2. This list of six qualities is in reverse order from the least important to the most important. Why do I say that? Well look at them and I think we would all agree that having the “Lord with him” is the most important. 

A. “Who is skillful in playing”: This of coarse has to do with technical ability but when you think about it this ability lie’s more with attitude then it does with talent. How so? Well take a gifted person who is unwilling to practice and improve on their gifting and you will have a talented player but not a skillful player. I believe that it is important to notice that becoming a worshiper is something you and I can grow into, something that we can practice and improve in. All of which suggests that we need to spend time getting better at worshipping the Lord!  

B. “A mighty man of valor”: Now this is an interesting quality would you not agree? What it tells me is that though you and I need to be worshipper’s before we are warriors make no mistake about it a worshipper is in the middle of a battle field! We worshipper’s need to “put of the full armor of God” ready to do battle with our ego’s and flesh. Not afraid to deal with conflicts and contentions, we can approach our lives cowardly accepting areas that would defeat us in our desire to worship the Lord. No, we need to boldly deal with the attitudes of our hearts that would hinder us from true worship.  

C. “A man of war”: Again this quality found in David is interesting, as David had not yet fought the giant, there was no evidence that he had battled anyone save the lion and the bear that stole his father’s lamb (17:34-35). So how could they recognize David as a man of war? Well I suggest to you that a true worshipper of God is a man of war in as much as he makes war in his worship against an unseen realm. He war’s not against flesh and blood, but against the prince of darkness, the world system and his own flesh. David had won many a victory in praise as he pluck the strings of his lyre long before he took up those stones in his sling. Don’t pass over the truth of this saint, “Could it be we lie defeated on the battlefield of life because we have not taken time in the battle of worship?” Why else is our quite time so disturbed?  

D. “Prudent in speech”: David knew not only what to say but when to say it! Worship begins inwardly but it can not remain there, hence the importance of being a person who knows what to say and when to say it. David would reveal his inward heart by being a man not over taken by his emotions or passions he could just be quite or say the right word that would lead others to want to know of His devotion! Music is one of those areas where everyone has an opinion not only on style but also on everything that surrounds it. All to often the body of Christ has fought over content rather then having a right heart!  

E. “And a handsome person”: Now we may be tempted to say that very few of us would qualify if appearance is necessary for being a worshipper. Yet I think we narrow this far to much, you see I think this speaks of two things both balanced:

1. First I think this speaks of coming before the Lord presentable. In 1st Peter 3:2-4 as Peter speaks to women who are trying to win their unbelieving husbands to the Lord he exhorts them to do so by the; “hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.” 

2. Second, I believe that as we worship the Lord it is our invisibility next to the Lord’s visibility that is beauty! It is when His character and nature is seen in our lives that we become beautiful and this is what people saw in David! It is for this reason in the N.T. that we Christians are told continually to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”!  

F. “And the LORD is with him”: David Had a clear visibility of the lord’s presence in and upon his life. No matter what we may say of the above five qualities apart form this one no of them would matter. David had learned early on that spending time in the presence of God was what made sense of life. Oh, his earthly father and brothers may not thought much of him but out there on the rock littered hills of Bethlehem amongst those sheep all alone God met him. He was the “beloved” secure and not alone. I suggest to you that we truly learn to be worshippers when we are stripped away and hidden on a hill. It is there that we learn that what we have we can be thankful for as in Him we are safe! We see that “He has made everything beautiful in its time.” (Eccl. 3:11). 

III. Vs. 19-23 From being with sheep to standing before the King

Vs. 19-23 David is summoned from the pasture to the palace, yet I find it comforting that after Samuel’s anointing that David simply returns to the sheep. In fact even after being summoned to the palace he splits his time between the palace and the pasture! That tells me that David was content to allow the Lord to raise him up as well as keep him up. In other words David saw in the work of God upon his life the wisdom of the Lord’s processes! Between the 16th chapter and the 17th chapter David grows and matures to becoming a man as Saul does not recognize him (17:58). 


Further more David grew in his ministry as he stats out as the worship leader then in verse 21 we are told he becomes Saul’s armorbearer. This may not mean too much to us but this was a soldier’s chief assistant and their success in battle depended upon the faithfulness of their armorbearer, kind of like a parachute packer for as skydiver! David learned much in these days have what it meant to be King and what it did not mean from Saul. Saul on the other hand found comfort from the David’s ministry but did not learn the key to peace as seen in his life. We must not ever become to old and set in our ways that we can not learn from others even those whom are under us what it means to worship the Lord! Now one final note concerning what comforted Saul as David played. Look at David’s Psalm’s and you will discover that they are scripture set to music. Yeh so? Well this tells us that it is possible to be comforted by the word and yet remain unchanged, untransformed by its truths. Oh God forbid in our case!  

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Soldier
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I. Intro.

We come now to one of the most familiar stories in the entire Bible the battle between David and Goliath. Though this story is involves a real incident it also serves to illustrate spiritual truth relative to our lives today. You see we too face giants in our lives, those areas where the obstacles to our victory cause us too cower at their mere presence. We mount up the courage to stand upon the hill with the champion of our past victories only to become dismayed and greatly afraid by the challenge of our giant’s shouts. “Where is our champion, our David”! Are there some truths that we can glean as we face our giants? Are there some pitfalls we can avoid as too not to succumb to his taunts? Mark this Christian our champion is not to be found in a technique, no it is to be found in a person who like David had the “Spirit of the Lord come upon Him” on our behalf. And by His wondrous grace His victory is our victory. All we do is stand upon His hill and shout the praises of His prowess and then chase the slain enemy back to whence they came! Paul wrote of our champion in Romans 7:24-25 when he said, “Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God; through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

II. Vs. 1-21 Tale of the tape

Vs. 1-3 Condition:

There are four points that are to be found in the location of the battle that give us insight into the giants that we often face:

a. “Now the Philistines gathered their armies together to battle”: The Philistines were mortal enemies of the children of God and had great success against them until the time of Samuel. God spoke to the nation through the prophet and promised them that if they, “return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.” Then we are told that “the Philistines were subdued, and they did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.” My point is that a defeated army makes for a large giant! Often in our lives it is the very areas where we have had great success at defeating those things that war against us that come back to taunt us by there sheer size and power. And at what time did the Philistines dare gather an army against those that had defeated them? Well Christian it was at a time when Saul chose to disobey the Lord and rely upon his own resources. Many a giant could be avoided in our lives by simply remembering these truths too, “return to the Lord and put away our foreign god’s”!   

b. “Were gathered together at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah”: The narrative is very specific isn’t it? The Philistine army was gathered together on land that did not belong to them. Further more they did so in a very interesting place “Sochoh”, the name means “booths” for it was here that Jacob built a booth as he separated from his worldly brother Esau. All this speaks to me that a defeated enemy seems to always want to gather and take up residence in an area that does not belong to them! An area where we separated from the world and Christ has made His home. The most common areas where giants appear are on our home turf seeking to attack areas of security where at one time Jesus reined. Again I suggest to you that the best way to keep giants out of your land is to make sure that Jesus remains in your booth! 

c. “They encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim.” Again the narrative is exact as too the enemies encampment, between Sochoh “booths” and Azekah “tilled” it was here that Joshua, defeated the united Amorite kings by God’s miraculous shower of hailstones. Ephes Dammim means the “boundary of blood” do you get the picture? The army of the Philistines encamped in the land that was not theirs between the place where Jacob rested in the Lord separate from the world, a miraculous place where the ground is tilled right in the boundary of blood! Now Christian where do you suppose this area of encampment is in our lives? Why it tells us that it is in the area won in the blood of our Savior. The enemy can not ever advance beyond the “boundary of blood” and if you and I would only allow our hearts to be tilled by this miraculous truth our enemy is defeated before he steps forth to shout one lie! 
d. Vs. 2-3  “Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Philistines.” The name “Elah” is a word that means a large tree like an oak or a pine tree. So the army of God gathered in the valley of the large tree and drew up their battle array. I love this picture don’t you? I mean here they are under the cross on a hill before them the boundary of blood. On the other side of the valley is the enemy who has been defeated already and is on land that God has already said that all the army needed to do was to return to Him with all their hearts and make sure nothing is on the throne of their hearts but Him. Sounds like victory to me! Does this not give us a great view of the giant’s strategy? If you and I would simply recall the truths contained in God’s word all we would need to do is stand on a hill under the tree by the boundary of blood with our hearts tilled abiding in the Lord!  
Vs. 4-7 Champion: 

We now move on to look at the enemy’s champion in his entire splendor. 

a. “And a champion went out from the camp of the Philistines”: The word champion is a word that means “a man between two”, the idea being a person who fought as a representative. Based upon his challenge in verses 8-10 what was being suggested was a duel between two champions the worlds and the Lord’s. Turn with me to Joshua 23:10 and hear the final words of the man who lead the nation into the promise land. Yes it was Joshua who was one of the spies’s that told the nation in response to these same giant’s not to “fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” But was it a word only for Caleb and Joshua? No, as he told the nation that, “One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, as He promised you.” Based upon this I suggest to you that any one of those men could have defeated Goliath had they simply trusted in God as David did. Israel did not need a “super man” man to fight the giant they only need to realize that they had a “supper God”!    

b. “Named Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.” Goliath most likely a descendent of Anak known as the people of Ammon. Though he is the Philistine champion he was not one by nationality. Apparently they settled in Gath near the sea after their defeat. His size is approximately 9’2’’, which is based upon the measurement listed here. You see a “cubit” was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the index finger (around 18’’) and the “span” was the distance on an open hand from the thumb to the index finger (mine is 7 ½ inches). For years this measurement was disputed until they found human skeletons that were of this size in the region. Here then is what the enemy’s champion had on his side, reputation and size. In other words his best weapon was the weapon of fear and intimidation. 

c. Vs. 5-7 Goliath’s armor though impressive also made him very vulnerable. Combining the bronze helmet with a coat of mail that weighed around 150 pounds, bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin on his shoulders this fellow was carrying 250 to 300 pounds of weight. The weight of the head of his spear was 15 pounds and the beam that held the spear had to be around the same to balance it thus the combined weight was over 30 pounds. All of this suggests to me that Goliath was not designed to fight but rather to intimidate. Apparently he was good at it as no one wanted any part of him for 40 days. All of this reminds me of Peter’s words in 1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” There would be no way Goliath could avoid the rock slung in faith he was a sitting duck. Christian there is no way our giants can survive when we stand on the word of God! 

Vs. 8-11 Challenge: 

Based upon verse 16 where we are told that what is recorded here was repeated for “forty days, morning and evening.” Goliath’s words were to demoralize the army of God to cause them to fight from fright instead of confidence. “Winner take all!” was Goliath’s challenge. Now go back to the 14th chapter of 1 Samuel in the 52nd verse and we are told concerning Saul that, “when Saul saw any strong man or any valiant man, he took him for himself.” Yet now we are told in the 11th verse that “When Saul… heard these words of the Philistine, he was dismayed and greatly afraid.” Saul had gone from a man who upon “seeing” the strongest bravest man took him on too a man who just hearing the words of Goliath was already whipped. Goliath sought a man who would fight him in his own strength and Saul and the army of God could not see to fight any other way. Ah but look at young David in the 45th verse where he proclaims, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” Yet another lesson learned at the expense of Saul and the giant. It is not me against the giant; it’s the poor giant who has to take on the God I serve! Don’t give the giants you face a mere man to fight give them the God they mock!  

Vs. 12-21 Competitor: 

We finally move to look at the challenger David:

A. Vs. 12-14 By human standards David was both young as well as inexperienced. He was the youngest of eight sons; further more his brothers were already off in battle and dad was too old to train him to fight. His brothers were big strapping fellows named “Eliab = “God is father” Abinadab = “father is noble” Shimea = “fame”. He is the “least of these” and here in lies his strength for we are told “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10).   

B. Vs. 15-17 David was humble and a servant. You see by now he was already the worship leader in Israel and splitting his time between the palace and the pasture. And yet you don’t hear any words of David to his father, “Hey dad I don’t do seep any more I’m a worship leader!” No instead we see David content to split his time and only come to the palace when needed in fact it is not until after Goliath is defeated that David is given a place to stay in the palace.  We also note that the giant is relentless, many a time we think we can just wait out the giant but the giants in our life will still be there if there are not slain! Further more our opportunity to slay the giants in our lives will come about, as we are faithful in the small things. It is Jesse who sends David with supplies hoping for news about his three sons. Jesse hopes to present the captain with the food perhaps getting his boys an advancement. We know that Goliath taunted the army and Saul twice a day morning and evening and that means that David must have caught the morning show as the Giant was dead by night fall. My point is this David must have got up very early to start on his 8 mile journey to the front with the supplies. But yet before he left he made sure that those sheep had a keeper to tend them. David had a shepherd’s heart and nothing left in his care would be well taken care of. 

C. Vs. 19-21 There is one last thing to note and that is the difference between shouting at the enemy and fighting against him. You see we are told that Saul and all the men of Israel were fighting against the Philistines when in reality all they were doing was going to out shout and argue the enemy. This brings up the last truth about giants you can’t merely out shout them and insult them they must be slain. You can’t out posture them and threaten them they have to die!

Now next week we will take up David’s motivation and training then the following week will look at the first round knock out so we have much to learn about defeating giants! 

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Soldier
1 Samuel 17:1-39

Vs. 22-39 “Let’s get ready to rumble” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 22-39 Let’s get ready to rumble

a. Vs. 22-27 The motivation

b. Vs. 28-39 The training

1. Vs. 28-30 Criticism 

2. Vs. 31-37 Discouragement

3. Vs. 38-39 Bad counsel    

I. Intro.

Last week we started our look at David’s epic battle against Goliath. Looking at the location of the fight along with the combatants revealed some very interesting conclusions:

· Goliath and his army were not on their home field: In fact we can glean the same truth for ourselves that we too stand on ground won by our champion.

· As impressive as Goliath’s was it was his over estimation of that size that put him at a disadvantage: This truth also serves us well as we are prone to over estimate our giant’s at the expense of God’s promises and truths!

· Finally we saw David who lacked size, maturity and experience: But these only increased the inevitable reality of victory, as he would have to trust only on God’s ability to defeat his foe and not his own strength. We also took notice that David had the tri-fecta of character traits: Humility, faithfulness and servanthood! 

Now we take a look at what led David to grow in these traits?  

II. Vs. 22-39 Let’s get ready to rumble

Vs. 22-27 The motivation:

Much of the victories against the giants we face are determined by what motivates us to face them in the first place. How so you ask? Well if what motivates us are the temporary benefits of the things of this world then the cost will far outweigh the prize! This is the time of year that many will make “New Year Resolutions” but most will quit after only a few days. Every year at this time I see those folks who have decided to shed a few pounds by joining the gem. Nothing wrong with that, in fact it’s a great idea but most will fail because of the wrong motivation. You see that started out this Monday busting their tails only to find out that by Friday they had not shed 20 pounds and drop three sizes so the gem will be a lot less crowded on the following Monday. Their motivation was not to get in better physical shape it was to look better and as such the pain of getting in shape was not worth the lack of results! 


As we look at these verses I believe we can discover why we are not motivated to rid our land of the giants that inhabit them!

Vs. 22-24 These verses set up David’s response to Israel’s army and reveal what motivated him to go out against Goliath. When he came to the camp David did not see fighting only two armies shouting insults at each other. They were dressed for battle and were talking as if they were in a fight but yet they had not stepped off the hill. Now mark the difference with David as he approaches the battle as we are told that he did three things:

a. “Left his supplies in the hand of the supply keeper”: We have already committed upon David’s faithfulness but again we see how David completed the tasks given him before he moved on. His father Jesse had sent him with supplies and David was not flakey he presented the supplies to the supply keeper. To slay giants we need to be faithful in the little things! Consistency is a powerful weapon against giants I have found in my own life. David did not leave a small task for a larger one; no he first completed the small one. A life lived in obedience one task at a time makes the large giants not so overwhelming we come across them. (How do you swallow an elephant? One bite at a time!)         

b. “Ran to the army”: Secondly we see no hesitation for the battle. David didn’t meander around and waste time no he ran to the army. The best way to defeat a giant is run right at him (a fact that we shall see again in the 48th verse as we see him again running to meet Goliath on the battlefield). Just as “consistency is a powerful weapon” procrastination is a weapon that our giant will use to his advantage. All to often we live by the words, “Never do today what you can put off until tomorrow!”  

c. “And came and greeted his brothers”: This is an interesting verse in light of the fact that the army was most likely several thousand in number. What this shows is that David knew where to find his three older brother’s as Judah was to always be at the head of the army. Further more David came to encourage his brothers even though he himself was not yet in the battle. Simply put David was engaged in battle by supporting those who were! Far too often giants over take us because we are not supporting those who are facing giants. I suggest to you we can learn a lot by helping others slay the giant’s they face before we take on our own Goliath’s!  

So we can see three things prepared David for battle as well us:

· Consistency in small things

· No procrastination in large things

· Encouraging those who were facing the enemy 
Vs. 23-24 Yet with that said the response of the army of Israel when Goliath came on his twice-daily challenge must have surprised David. What a contrast between the army of Israel and this young shepherd boy who was a worshiper of the living God! There are a great many pretenders and when the giant comes to challenge the truth of what they profess they leave their post. I suggest to you that we will see what we believe only when the giant comes calling the rest is just a mere intellectual exercise!  

Vs. 25-27 Ah but what motivated young David? Well we will find out both what motivated him as well as that which did not motivate him!

A. Vs. 25 “Have you seen this man who has come up?” One can only deduce that those who fled from the sight of Goliath noticed that David hadn’t moved. David ran to the battle and even ran at the giant but he never ran from the fight. The fact that David exuded such courage in the sight of such great opposition caused those who were afraid to wonder if he even saw Goliath. Further more their statement of the three rewards offered to the man willing to take up the challenge only emphasizes their reluctance to take on the challenge. There was not a man including David’s brothers who wanted to take on Goliath at any price in fact they hid even when he came in sight. Clearly these two differed in their perspectives as to what saw and heard:

1. The army of Israel declared, “Have you seen this man”.

2. David declared in verse 26 “who is this uncircumcised Philistine”.    

B. Saul had made a threefold offer to motivate someone to do what he at one time would have done. “And it shall be that the man who kills him”:

1. “The king will enrich with great riches”: The first worldly motivation Saul used was money. It seems as though  “Fear Factor” as a show has been around a lot longer then we thought! I personally have not watched the show but I’m amazed that people can be motivated to do and eat some of things they do for money. I suggest to you that wealth may by a motivator but it is not a reliable one, as it will often get us to prostitute ourselves for the sake of things! (Balam) Now in this case obviously the amount of money was not worth it as every solider offered the prize still did not want to take on Goliath. Apparently they reasoned that a dead solider can’t spend any money. 

2. “Will give him his daughter”: One wonders if these three rewards were added one after the other as each was not enough to tip the scales to over come their fear? Now I have read ahead and personally I’m not so sure that this was a prize. Michal, Saul’s daughter was a handful to say the least and perhaps Saul was thinking that it would take a man who could slay Goliath to tame Michal. Be that as it may clearly the offer here is that of personal prestige as it would make the person “royalty”! What Saul suggests to sweeten the pot is “Hey, I’ll make you wealthy and famous if you go out there and kill the giant!”   

3. “And give his father's house exemption from taxes in Israel”: The first two worldly motivations are good but clearly only a motivator if the winner was in good enough shape after the battle to enjoy the rewards. It appears that the army of Israel was thinking in negative terms as the final reward is given not so much to them but to their survivors,  (kind of a life insurance policy). So now we have moved from “Fear Factor” to “Survivor” and the promise here speaks of longevity. As long as the soldier killed Goliath it didn’t matter if they lived (so a tie was good enough) as their family would be free from all tributes, taxes, levies, service to the King, why they would be nobility and ensure popularity for generations to come! And yet still there were no takers to fight Goliath. 

The army of Israel had only two things in focus:

a. The most certain death if they took on Goliath.

b. The rewards offered to anyone willing to take on the challenge.

All of these rewards speak to the character of the army, as they should have wanted to slay the giant not for any personal acclaim because rather because this giant defied their God and spoke against Him. 

Vs. 26 What Israel was not motivated to do David is for two entirely different reasons. One can hear the disgust in the words of David both at Goliath’s words and that, which was being offered to motivate them to fight. “What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine”? It is as though David throws this back at them and says, “Who cares!” “Money, personal prestige, popularity for my surviving family”. The amazing thing to me is that David will receive all of the above because he was motivated by the right things:

A. “Takes away the reproach from Israel”: The reputation of God’s people! Saul had tried to motivate the army by elevating their reputation David did not care about his reputation but he did care about the reputation of others.  

B. “He should defy the armies of the living God”: The honor of God! Saul had offered the soldiers personal honor and family honor but David only cared about the honor of the living God! 

Vs. 27 Yet still those soldiers around David only repeat Saul’s offer of the three worldly rewards as if to say, “Yeh sure the honor of God’s people and God but most importantly money, personal prestige, popularity for my surviving family”. I am convinced that the Goliath’s that we face remain in our land far to long because we are motivated to get them out of our lives for entirely the wrong reasons. What ought to motivate us to slay our giant’s is to grow closer to the Lord and to know Him more!  

Vs. 28-39 The training:
What is given to us now in the following 12 verses are three giant’s David had to defeat before he would face Goliath. I’m of the opinion that these giant’s represent a greater danger then the Goliath’s in our lives, in fact if these giant’s are not slain first we will often never enter the battlefield. 

Vs. 28-30 Criticism:  

The first is “criticism” and the 28th verse records it for us then the following two verses reveal how David handled it. There are three things necessary for this type of giant to be effective:

a. Person: First off notice that this giant came from David’s own family his older brother Eliab. Apparently Eliab was next to David when David said his words and this prompts the older brother to criticize David. For “criticism” to be effective it must come from some one that you respect and even look up too other wise it would be easily dismissed.  

b. Public: The 2nd thing I notice about Eliab’s criticism that he did not take his younger brother aside to question his motive no he did so public and it is that aspect that cause us to shrink away in embarrassment.   

c. Personal: Lastly the criticism was personal in as much that it challenged David'’ motives as well as character. In fact Eliab’s criticism attacked three things specifically. 

1. Intelligence: “Why did you come down here?”: The best way to understand this criticism is think of it in terms of a person trying to tell you how to do something that you have experience in and they don’t. “Who are you to tell me what to do!” Eliab and his two brothers had been serving in Saul’s army they were veterans by now. So this criticism is against David’s lack of experience and suggests that he has no basis on which to make a comment.  

2. Immature: “And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness?”: This put down attacked David’s faithfulness as well as credibility. “Aren’t you suppose to be watching dad’s sheep? I mean if you are such a good fighter why aren’t you doing something more them watching a few worthless sheep?” To Eliab David was so worthless that he could not even be counted on to guard a few sheep and he was giving advice on how to kill a giant!   

3. Arrogant: “I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.”:  The final criticism is aimed at David’s motive of just being a little punk and wanting to see a fight. Perhaps Eliab was most afraid of this seeing that David was his brother and that he may get roped into having to fight Goliath. 

So how did David handle the criticism of his brother? Well there is little doubt that Eliab’s words hurt but David would not allow them to hinder him. And he does two things that handled the criticism:

1. Vs. 29 “What have I done now? Is there not a cause?”: David handled it by recognizing two things:

a. Its source: “What have I done now?” Man over the years I’m sure David had heard it all from his brothers and so he just realized that this was just designed to get him in the flesh. 

b. The cause: “Is there not a cause?” Secondly David was more concerned with the cause then his own feelings. He was not going to allow this attack to move his feelings of hurt to himself and away from the reason for his comments in the first place.  

2. Vs. 30 “Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing”: Finally David just turned his back upon his brother and addressed others so as to not give the criticism by his brother in validity.  

Vs. 31-37 Discouragement

In verses 31-33 we have Saul’s discouraging words then in verses 34-37 David’s answer. Saul is the expert and former champion and he basis his evaluation upon a human perspective. There are three things Saul does to discourage David in verse 33:

1. Size “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him”:  The tale of the tape indicated a mismatch, said Saul. Physically Saul saw David’s size as a handicap and David saw Goliath’s as one.  

2. Age “For you are a youth”: Your too young David and everyone knows God can’t use young people! Perhaps Saul thought that David’s enthusiasm was marred by immaturity. 

3. Experience “And he a man of war from his youth”:  Saul said, “Goliath has been a soldier longer then you have been alive!” 

Ah but David handled the battle of discouragement reminding Saul of three things:

1. Vs. 34-35 God has been preparing him for this fight his whole life. David say’s, “Hey God has been training me to fight this giant from the day I was born!” Now think of this folks if you have a lion or bear in one hand by the beard what do you have in the other? 

2. Vs. 36 David just saw Goliath as just another dumb beast trying to rip off and destroy one of his Fathers sheep. David had proven that the Lord had been faithful to use him and therefore he could be confident that he would use him now. 

3. Vs. 37 David recognized that this was not a fare fight because it was not him fighting against Goliath but rather it was Goliath fighting against God! Notice that David gives the credit to his victory over the lion and the bear to the Lord. The truth is you can’t give glory to God by denying the Spirit! 

Most of us fail to see today’s trials as preparation for tomorrow’s victories! Do we believe these words, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Vs. 38-39 Bad counsel    

The final battle David won was the battle to heed bad advice. You see Saul could not see God doing anything apart from him and David could not see himself doing anything apart from God! Saul wanted David to put on his armor and fight the way it has always been done but David recognized that only through God was the victory going to be won! The truth be told we never fight giants well in other men’s armor and we must set aside man’s armor for God’s. The best way to defeat the Goliath’s of life is not to use their methods of fighting but rather God’s. Samson years earlier tried to make friends with the Philistines and even married one and all it did was leave him blind. Christian God’s giants are weak men with a great God!  

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Soldier
1 Samuel 17:40-58

 “The battle is the Lord’s” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 40-47 The beloved verses the beast

III. Vs. 48-58 The rout was on

I. Intro.

It is an unfortunate consequence of the familiarity of this story that has reduced its importance to that only of a children’s story. On the other extreme it’s truths only become a metaphor for the gigantic trials we face apart from the real life experiences recorded here. I’m convinced that there was a real giant named Goliath and that there was a real anointed shepherd boy named David that went out to meet him on a open field that day. Further more David didn’t have this chapter printed and scripted out before him as we do. David could not lean over to those cowardly soldiers that day and say, “Watch what happens now this is one of the favorite parts about my life!” The out come contained here was from a human stand point as much of a question mark as any thing that may come our way. To me that makes this story all the more an encouragement as we can look at a young man like ourselves and see what he saw and trust in whom he trusted.


Last week our focus was upon the preparation God placed this young man in:

A. First of great interest was what motivated David was not the lure of the things of the world, (money, popularity, nor the promise of a life of ease for his family). No, those things would not move David but the reputation of God’s people and the honor of His God moved him! We can always see what work God has done in a human heart by first seeing what motivates him or does not motivate him. Paul’s testimony to the elders of the Church in Ephesus reminds us of such a work of the Holy Spirit as Paul told them; “I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”  

B. The second preparation was the mental battle, as David needed to defeat, criticism, discouragement and bad council. All of this before David stepped out against the giant named Goliath. 

II. Vs. 40-47 The beloved verses the beast

Vs. 39 Looking again at the verse before this I marvel at David’s taking off the tried and true method of fighting for two very important reasons:

a. “I cannot walk with these”: We can see this young man trying to walk around in Saul’s armor and not being able to do so. When Nicole was around two years old she used to like to put on my boots and try to walk around and all that would happen is she would shuffle her feet inside the boots and fall, it was the cutest thing to watch but not effective for movement. Much of the focus of the comments on this passage has been from the perspective of David recognizing that he could not put on another man’s armor to do what God wanted him to do. Now I do not disagree with this view but I find it interesting to look at this verse from the perspective of Saul who wanted to send out David in his armor without risking anything himself. Here’s my point there are a great many times in my life where I would be very much content with sending out God’s provisions for warfare on someone else and staying on the hill and watching them work! I’m not always that eager to by stretched in my faith even though I’ll talk about God’s provisions and even help others put them on. Ah but God will have none of that as security is not in the provisions but rather in the Lord who has provided them in the first place!    

b. “I have not tested them”: David’s second comment is also penetrating as twice we are told in this verse that David had no experience in Saul’s (or for that matter any other man's) armor. I’m not suggesting that we can not learn from watching how others do battle but what I am suggesting is that the greatest asset we have is our own learning to trust the Holy Spirit as He moves in and through our lives. Every battle we have gone through tests us and strengthens us. It is a glorious thing to see the natural way in which the Holy Spirit posses a human but it is not something that we can duplicate. No we must allow Him to have all of us then and only then will we experience the victory that He has accomplished through others.         

 Vs. 40 I wonder what David’s three brothers must have been thinking at this very moment? “Man, how are we going to be able to explain this to mom and dad?” Yet there seems to be no attempt to stop their youngest brother neither do they step up and say, “You touch my brother and you are going to have to taken on all the son’s of Jesse”. 


There are two very important details here that speak to the work of God in the heart of David:

A. First David left the safety of the hill and walked down into the valley where Goliath was without having any stones for his sling. I’ve been to this sight in Israel and it is a good walk to this brook. Here is my point David took a walk of faith before he was equipped with the provisions to defeat the giant. Do you see that? David was unarmed when he went into that valley to face the giant. We often want the Lord to give us everything we need before we leave the comfort and security of our hill and what David recognized is that he had everything he needed when he left the hill because the Lord was with him! 

B. Second David picked up “five smooth stones”; ah ha David was not so great a young man of faith as you say pastor! There was only one giant and David picked up four more stones then he needed. I thought that as well and even thought well there is nothing wrong with giving yourself some back up. Yet when we go to 2 Samuel 21:15-22 we are told that Goliath had four other brothers! Well that little detail changes the story doesn’t it? I mean here is David and he walks out without any stones in his leather pouch and he bends down and selects five smooth ones one for Goliath and one each for his brothers whom he must have felt were going to want a piece of him after he killed their brother! And just as David picked up only one stone for Goliath he also only picked one stone for each of his brothers. 

We are also told that he “drew near the Philistine” David did not see a giant he saw a mere man who dared to speak against the living God. Further more it is one thing to talk about facing giants its another thing to walk out there and do so. David’s walk went before his talk didn’t it? 

Vs. 41 David armed with the same things that he had as a shepherd and moves out as did the giant. Not only did Goliath have a size and experience advantage he also out numbered David as he brought with him an armor bearer. In the eyes of those watching this was not a contest it was an outright murder.

Vs. 42 At some point Goliath’s vision picked up David and perhaps first thought that some young lad had accidentally walked onto the battlefield or the armor bearer had forgot the armor as well as the champion. But when he realized that David was the champion his mere presence not only did not strike terror into Goliath’s heart it was seen as an insult. “Give me a man, that we may fight together”, Goliath had barked twice a day for 40 days and instead before him was this young good looking red head. 

Vs. 43-44 Here we have Goliath’s thoughts put into words:

a. Vs. 43a First, Goliath’s best weapon were his words and this is not exception, “Am I a dog”? The word here for dog is interesting as it not only refers the animal it is also a word of great contempt. To teat someone as a dog was to treat them as worthless but more then that the philistines used this word to describe a male homosexual prostitute, (Deut. 23:18 uses it as the wages of such). Either way it is obvious that Goliath saw David’s presence as a great put down. 

b. Vs. 43b Goliath made his biggest mistake and that was cursing David by his god’s. They worshipped many god’s Dagon with the hands and face of a man and the tail of a fish, (it was this god that fell face down twice when they captured the ark in 1 Sam 5). Ashtaroth the Assyrian goddess of 
propagation and Baal-zebub, “lord of habitation,” who the Israelites called the “ruler of demons”. 
c. Vs. 44 Final Goliath says, “Bring it on, boy!” and promises to feed what little flesh there was on David to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. 

Vs. 45-47 Here we are given David’s reply to Goliath’s words and by these words we can tell what was in David’s heart as well:

A. Vs. 45 David realized that God was not limited to conventional weapons of the sword and the spear and that all the Lord needed was somebody, anybody who simply trust in the God’s word. The phrase “the name of the Lord of Hosts” is not some mere declaration a label attached to his clothes; no this was a revelation of the truth that enshrined his heart. “Goliath, you don’t know who you are messing with. You aren’t coming against me you’re going against my Champion!” David realized that all the elements of eternity are at God’s beckoned command, that poor giant had bit off more then he could chew.   

B. Vs. 46 David did not enter the battle with hopes he might have victory, instead he entered the battle from victory. You see David did not carry the Lord out into battle instead God carried David in the victory already won and all he had to do was move in that dimension. What a great truth this is for us as we see that we are not called to work for the Lord but rather to let Him work through us! It was not David’s anything that was the assurance of victory and David predicts not only victory but names the round as well. Further more David declares that all of the army of the Philistines was going to be bird food. It is true that this fight would make David famous but all that mattered to him was that God’s fame would be known through out the earth. 

C. Vs. 47 More important to David then the world knowing the God was God’s people being reminded of this. That is often the problem with me and you isn’t it? We think oft times that God needs us but the truth is we need a few giant’s to cause us to realize that we need God. The battle is the Lord but the victory belongs to us all! What a great truth David teaches us here, we may not be able to get off the hill of fear ourselves but all that is needed is one who is! Oh yes, “His skill to direct us, His might to empower us, and His hand to deliver us, yes the battle belongs to the Lord”!  

III. Vs. 48-58 The rout was on

Vs. 48 David did not stop to ask, “What do I do now?” Instead he ran toward the enemies army to meet the giant. Can you imagine what must have been going on in Goliath’s mind, I mean I bet no one had ever ran at him to take him on. 

Vs. 49-51 The two weapons used to slay Goliath are interesting to me:

A. Vs. 49 “Put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it”: First off a smooth stone taken from the brook. How symbolic as that stone had tumbled through the grit of the earth tossed about by the water tell the ruff edges had been made smooth. Why this reminds of what life does to you and I taking us through trials breaking off pieces of our lives that are not fit for the master sling! Then you have the aim, the armies if Israel saw Goliath as so large that they could not possible defeat him David saw him so large he could not possible miss him. The stone his Goliath in the area that he was most vulnerable his forehead, his pride and arrogance and it did not merely strike him it sunk deep into that area. I’m sure David was a pretty good aim with the sling and no doubt spent time practicing over the years of being a shepherd but I think it would not have mattered. He could have turned his back and fired in the opposite direction or bounced one off the ground and it would of hit Goliath right between the eyes. 

B. Vs. 50-51 The second weapon was Goliath’s own sword, as David didn’t have one. Can you imagine again what the two armies must have thought as Goliath hit the ground face first? Perhaps the Philistine army thought, “That Goliath what a practical joker, he playing a little rope a dope!” On the other side the army of Israel was probably thinking, “David don’t be fooled by this get out of there!” I can see David grabbing Goliath’s sword from its sheath climbing up on him and whacking off his head. The Philistine’s had not learned to much as they were again trusting in a big dumb idol to deliver them. David made sure that Goliath was not just wounded, as a wounded giant is far more dangerous then one with out a head. Again I find it interesting that David drew the enemies sword and used it to kill him. You see I think of satan and his instrument to kill Jesus the cross and it was this very thing that defeated him! 

Vs. 52-54 The Philistine’s had agreed to the “winner take all prize” but obviously changed their minds as the enemy never will deliver on what they promise. It is here the army joins in the battle and they chase the Philistine’s all the way back to Goliath’s hometown killing them along the way. Then they went in and took all that they had left behind. 


David takes the head and eventually it will end up in Jerusalem but at this time the Israelites had not taken the city and lived in a suburb (2 Sam. 5:6-7). The armor starts out in David’s tent but the sword ends up being dedicated to the Lord (1 Sam 21:9). Why save the head and armor? Well to serve as a reminder that neither the plans (head) nor the power of the enemy (armor) can prevail against God! 

Vs. 55-58 A lot has been made on the verse before us as too why Saul didn’t recognize David, but that is not what it says. Saul just asks concerning whose David’s father was part off the promise was tax exemption for David’s family. Also perhaps Saul wanted to know if there were any more like him at home. You can just see David come into the tent of Saul with that big old head in his hand can’t you? 


As we close David’s fame will grow and it would seem that his time to become king is at hand but it will be 15 years before this will happen. And during those 15 years he will be hunted like an animal a man without a home. He will have everything stripped away and be left as that young shepherd boy alone in the field worshipping the Lord. “Why Lord”, you and I cry out don’t we? Because God is far more interested in you then He is in using you and the making a the person of God is in the hand of the potter. A.W. Towzer once said, “I doubt that God can use a man greatly until He hurts him deeply!” And such is the mystery of our lives! 

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 18:1-16

 “Serving wisely” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-4 Knit together in love 

III. Vs. 5-9 Handling the adversity of adoration

IV. Vs. 10-16 Pinned to the wall

I. Intro.

It has been said, “You will know what kind of servant you are when you are treated as one.” We begin a new chapter in David’s life, which will last some 15 to 20 years where we will see him as a servant on the run. The chapter before us also introduces us to one of the most remarkable stories in the Bible, the friendship between David and Saul’s oldest son Jonathan. These two themes running right on the heels of David’s remarkable victory of faith over the giant Goliath suggests some very important truths about our own lives.

1. Though the world may always speak of our victory over the giant’s we face they do not define our lives. They may very well inspire others to slay their own but the truth of the matter is we don’t fight with giants every day.   

2. This brings me to the 2nd truth, “If these watershed events don’t define our lives what does?” Well I suggest to you that faithfulness in the insignificant, the unseen and the mundane! The sheer volume of chapters devoted to these things in David’s life compared with his slaying of Goliath ought to teach us that (One chapter compared to 14). What defines our lives in the end is not visible victories but those everyday events that we lived through that corrected our coarse, changed our lives and most importantly sanctified our character! It is in these things and our reaction to them that will in the end prepare us for eternity. 

3. Finally, if you and I are fortunate enough to learn the truth’s I’ve just shared God will grant us others whom our souls will be forever knit together with. In the N.T. the Greek calls this fellowship and uses the word “koinonia” to describe it as it means “things shared in common”. Paul uses this word in Phil. 3:10 where he prays that he, “may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”. It is during these type of experiences that such knitting together occurs isn’t it?  

My prayer is that you and I will learn these truths and that He will knit our souls together as we do! 

II. Vs. 1-4 Knit together in love

Vs. 1 It is here that we are told of the cause of Jonathan’s friendship with David it happened at the conversation, that David was having with Jonathan’s father Saul in which he was present. The topic was David and his victory over Goliath but apparently there was something in the words that David spoke that changed how Jonathan felt about David. I say this because Jonathan would have known of David he was the young shepherd boy who became the worship leader to sooth his father’s troubled heart. Jonathan was at least five years older perhaps more, the oldest son of Saul which made him the crown prince of a privileged family. Finally he commanded 1/3 of the Israeli army and was himself a twice decorated war hero, (13:1-4, 14:1). Yet as Goliath had shouted twice a day for 40 days for a champion to come and fight him there is no mention of Jonathan’s desire to stand up for the reputation of God’s people nor the honor of God. It seems as though the distressing spirit that had come over his dad had sucked the courage out of the nation including Jonathan. So as Jonathan listened to David’s humble confidence in the Lord and the lack of boasting in himself Jonathan’s heart was inspired. 


Perhaps, as Jonathan listened, his trust in the Lord was renewed as he heard not what David had done but rather what God had done. There was an instantaneous knitting of the center of his emotions, intellect and will with that of David. So as David spoke of his love for the Lord because of the Lord’s love of him Jonathan’s heart became soothed, as had his fathers. I suggest to you Christian that worship can be heard in the way and word’s a person speaks about his Lord far more then in the melody. Where as Saul had listened only to the melody Jonathan had listened to the message!

There are those today that would make something out of this love that was erotic and lustful in nature but such a thought reveals the perversion in which men think today that love for one of the same sex has to be sexual. David was a man after God’s own heart and in Lev. 20:13 God had clearly spoken about this saying, “If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination.” Simply put David could not have been any more a man after God’s own heart if this was a sexual relationship then Jesus could be our savior if He was not Who He claimed to be “God the Son”! 

Vs. 2-3 David’s physical address changed that day by not his hearts home. They placed him in the palace away from his father’s house but David had his heavenly Father on the throne of his heart and he never lost that shepherds heart. 


By all expectation Jonathan was the future King and not a bad one at that, he was brought up to be the king, he had proved himself in battle as a king there had been nothing to suggest that he was disqualified to be king, which to me speaks tremendously of his character. David had none of those things in fact he was only three generations removed from his Moabite grandmother Ruth. In 23:17 Jonathan says to David “You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you.” Jonathan’s choice to surrender what was by all rights his was quite obvious as in 20:30-31 Saul speaks to his son saying, “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom.” So apparently Jonathan was told by David of what God was doing for the throne of the nation. You see as true as all those things were of Jonathan there was one thing David had that he could never have “God’s call and anointing to be king!” 


The phrase here “made a covenant” is literally “cut an agreement” which speaks of the slaying of an animal cutting it into then both parties had to walk between the two separated halves. The object of this exercise was to say that nothing would ever separate their agreement except death. 

Vs. 4 Jonathan then surrendered all that was his to David and by doing so he was saying, “David you and not I will be the next King, God’s hand is upon you and as such these things given to me by birth belong to you by God’s anointing!” As far as Jonathan was concerned there was no greater calling then to be next to the man whom God had anointed even though it was not him! Imagine this in your own life, place yourself in Jonathan’s shoes a moment, the kingdom is at your feet and all your life had been building to the moment when you would receive what you had worked hard for. Then along comes another, he is less of a man then you, he has not the experience, education and upbringing as you. Ah but he has the clear presence of God upon his life and you know he is the one that God has called to do what you thought was to be yours. What do you do? What costs are you willing to pay to see God’s will is done? The hardest things to give up for God are not our possessions but our dreams and ambitions. 


And so Jonathan revealed that what he loved more then the throne was the Lord and nothing was greater then seeing what the Lord wanted to come to fruition. Jonathan’s love was stronger then any ambition, envy or jealousy. It is interesting that the armor that Saul tried to give David did not fit but the armor that his son Jonathan gave him was a perfect fit. The reason for this is that Jonathan and David were the same size and more importantly so were their hearts! As for David though his best friend willing gave up his right to the throne he would still have to wait 15-20 years before it would be his. It is one thing for someone to give you their armor and it fit and a far other thing for you to wait for God to put it on you! David would learn patience and waiting for the hand of God to do what He had promised that He would do!

III. Vs. 5-9 Handling the adversity of adoration

Vs. 5 Four times we are told that David behaved “wisely” and what is interesting to me is that he did so both in adversity as well as adoration, the later being the most difficult. I find it easier to watch my step during difficult times then I do when things are going well how about you? So how did David handle his new promotion? Well we are told that he “went out wherever Saul sent him”. David didn’t let this go to his head and say, “Hey look Saul I don’t do music or what ever errand you may have I only do giant’s. So when you come to another one of those you can’t handle let me know! ” No David behaved wisely and what ever Saul sent him to do David gave it his all so as to make sure that Saul would benefit from his sacrifice. This only furthered Saul’s appreciation of David and so he promotes him to General over the army. Now remember David is only in his 20’s and has had very little battle experience and yet the way in which David conducted himself from the foot soldier to the fellow commanders all accepted him. That’s no small task is it? It tells us that David was not ought trying to please men but he was only trying to please the Lord! 

Vs. 6-7 David’s behaving wisely led to his further popularity, which is a greater test of a person’s character then any other thing we will face. It has been said that the “Crucible is for gold and silver but a man’s heart is tested by the praises he receives!” Does such praise humble us or puff us up? There was a practice of the women to greet the victorious army with singing and dancing and apparently Saul had very much enjoyed the praise. The passage is very exact here and tells us that this song and dance routine happened “as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the Philistine”. Did you notice that? “They were coming home”, that would be Saul, the army and David but it was David and not Saul that had slaughtered the Philistine. Now David was no doubt blessed to hear their words but he did not let those words go to his head and change his opinion of himself. All those years of faithfully tending his father’s sheep and not one time did those sheep or his family ever get up and sing and dance at his obedience. So David did not expect praise nor did it move him from doing what he was suppose to do. Apparently this song moved to number one on the hit parade and the ascribing of only a 1,000 to David’s 10,000 began to really bother Saul. It is said that, “Envy is the pain we feel when others achieve what we believe belongs to us!” Back in 15:28 God had already told Saul that the Kingdom was already to be anothers but he still believes it is his. Someone has well noted that in every human heart there is a sign that reads, “Please make me feel important”. The world is consumed with this sign and buy’s and does things continually to impress people who really don’t care because they too are consumed with the same sign! 


Saul’s reaction to what at best was generous praise and David’s none reaction reveal the truth that although many people can stand up under adversity most will find themselves collapsing under success! David handles popularity and criticism the same as he lived his life only based upon what the Lord thought of him and not what people thought of him. Paul wrote to Timothy and said, “godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1 Tim. 6:6) It is a freighting thing when a king can be threatened by a man he has appointed under him! Saul’s envy and jealousy leads to anger and his anger will lead to attempted murder and his failure to kill did will only drive him to more fear! What should have Saul done? Well he knew the Lord had disqualified him so he should have stepped aside as his son had. But the heart of the problem was a problem of the heart. All could have been different for Saul had he only wanted what the Lord wanted but because he refused he slowly began to lose his mind. When is a 1,000 not enough? Well when someone else has been given 10,000. You see if the praise of men is what you seek though they pad your stats and ascribe you a 1,000 it will never be enough.  


As a result of this Saul’s mind is filled with suspicion and every word and action by David brought a greater fear. Now behind this is the Lord and what He is allowing to happen will change David for the better and would have changed Saul if only he would have allowed it.

IV. Vs. 10-16 Pinned to the wall

Vs. 10 The word “prophesied” is an unfortunate translation as the word would better be translated “raved in his house like a madman”. It was obvious to David that Saul had gone out of his mind as he was ranting in his speech, so David did what he had been called to do earlier and that was worship the Lord in Saul’s presence. Now again I marvel at David’s faithfulness as Saul had made him a general over his army and yet he picks up a musical instrument and starts to worship the Lord. The same hand that God used to slay Goliath was now being used to sooth a troubled heart. There was worship in David’s heart but there was violence in Saul’s. 

Vs. 11 As David is worshiping Saul throws the spear and misses David but notice that it says that Saul attempted to kill David twice and that David escaped both times. This is remarkable for two reasons:

A. David did not pick up the spear and throw it at Saul: You see I think David would have been justified by defending his life, but it was not a matter of what others thought was right no the only thing that mattered is what the Lord thought was right. David will trust in the Lord and not thrust a spear!  

B. We are told that he did so “twice” which means that after the first failed attempt David stayed and tried to sooth Saul by way of worship. I wonder if he changed the song perhaps thinking that Saul didn’t like the tune. So David dodged two spears the physical as well as the spiritual and this further was used to break David into the vessel the Lord would use to rule the nation. 

Vs. 12-16 Saul’s inability to kill David only brought about greater fear in his heart. It is interesting that Saul had the spear and missed which caused fear and David has none of these things and shows courage. 


The differences between these two men are remarkable in their contrasts:

a. Saul is on the decline yet he has the life of ease but one overwhelmed with madness and fear. 

b. David is on the incline but his life is that of hardship yet he is seen as a man of courage, faithfulness, peace and praise. It just goes to show you that what is in the heart of a person reveals their true riches! 

Saul decides to move David to front lines with hopes that the move will cause his death and yet the Lord is with David as he continues to have victory. This cause two results greater fear in Saul and greater respect of the nation for David. David’s behaving wisely only brought him greater problems but that did not change his heart! 

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 18:17-30

 “Learning to worship in the waiting room” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 17-25 The secret treasure of a snare   

III. Vs. 26-30 The song of praise in the morning

I. Intro.

As I said last week chapter 18 marks a transition in David’s life where he will be a servant on the run. The events that started in verse ten will persist for the next 15 to 20 years (through the end of the book). More specifically that which is gained in chapter 18 will be completely lost by chapter 22. David will be loosed from his position, his home, his wife (which he gains in these verses before us), spiritual mentor (Samuel will be unable to help him) and even his best friend (Jonathan will be unable to come to him) and driven too a cave alone with the Lord. Why gain these things at all if he is only going to lose them? Why does the Lord allow such things to befall His chosen? 

There is a Psalm written by David that holds the answer I believe. The 59th Psalm gives us a clue as to when it was written as the inscription above the Psalm says, “A psalm of David when Saul sent men, and they watched the house in order to kill him”. This lines up with the words in the 19th chapter verse 11 of 1 Samuel where we are told that, “Saul also sent messengers to David's house to watch him and to kill him in the morning.” I have included verses 10-30 of chapter 18 in this psalm as it is here that David is already beginning to experience the “growling of the dog’s, all around the city” (psalm 59 verses 6, 14 twice repeats this phrase). So in examining this psalm we are looking into the very heart of David at the very time that he was experiencing these events, (a peeking into his diary if you will). And here is where we learn why God placed His “Beloved” in such an ordeal. You see in the Hebrew this psalm contains two almost identical verses (verse 9 and verse 17) eight verses apart. They are the same except for one letter in the Hebrew the difference is really a sound “shhhh” and “ssss” this is represented by two letters in the English:

· Vs. 9 “O my Strength, unto Thee I take heed (wait), For God is my tower -- the God of my kindness”: The phrase “take heed” or as we would say it today “wait” is the word “shamar” in the Hebrew. This word is used of a shepherd watching over his flocks. And as such David is crying out to the Lord in the 9th verse speaking of patiently waiting as he is learning to trust in his only strength, protection and kindness, the Lord. Ah but by the end of the psalm in the 17th verse there is a one-letter difference which literally puts an exclamation point on this verse instead of a period. 

· Vs. 17 “O my Strength, unto Thee I sing praise, For God is my tower, the God of my kindness!” Here the phrase “sing praise” “zamar” in the Hebrew speaks of worship. I suggest to you that David discovered that in waiting upon the Lord what he believed about the Lord that caused him to wait in the first place is realized which transforms his heart (one letter over) from waiting to praising the Lord because David has realized that God is his “strength, protection and kindness”.  

Do you see? The Lord allows us to sit in the waiting room of distress so that what we believe to be true about the Lord will be eventually be praised because we have personal experienced Him! Thus you and I are being trained to worship in the waiting room called life! 

II. Vs. 17-25 The secret treasure of a snare
Vs. 17 In chapter 17:25 as part of Saul’s worldly motivations to fight Goliath he promised to “give his daughter” to the man willing to go out and kill the giant. Here we see that Saul has some “fine print” upon this portion of the prize as she would only be rewarded to David if he “be valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles.” It was not the Lord’s battles that Saul wanted David to do for him but rather it was his hope that the Philistines would be able to accomplish what throwing his spear at David was unable to do! Saul is a master manipulator as he has heard what motivates David and now tries to use these two things against him:

a. “Be valiant for me”: David had already declared he was willing to fight Goliath for the reproach of Israel. So Saul appeals to David’s sense of patriotism. 

b. “Fight the Lord's battles”: Secondly David had desired to fight Goliath for the honor of God, so Saul appeals to David’s loyalty to the Lord.    

Vs. 18 It is not the lack of David’s sense patriotism nor loyalty to the Lord but rather his humility that causes him to reject Saul’s daughters hand in marriage. Amazingly David’s popularity and notoriety has not gone to his head as he still sees his life far short of being worthy of being the King’s son in law. In fact he sees his life coming short in three areas:

a. “Who am I”: Instead of saying “Don’t you know who I am” David say’s “Who am I?” which is to say that David recognized that his character need further growth and maturity. 

b. “What is my life”: Instead of saying all that he had done David looked at his accomplishments and declared “What is my life?” This reveals with what regard David viewed both the King and the nation.   

c. “My father's family in Israel”: Finally David saw his ancestry as not being on the par necessary to be considered royalty. 

All of this from David whom we have seen that Saul’s staff, son, army and nation sang his praises. How is this possible? Well this is not some false modesty rather David did not see himself in the praises of men but rather in the praise of God! Proverbs 3:34 truly applies here saying that God, “gives grace to the humble.” 

Vs. 19 Since David turned down Saul’s offer Saul decides to see if he can arouse anger and jealousy in David by giving his daughter Merab to Adriel. David could have said, “Hey that’s not fair she was to be my wife for killing Goliath!” But David had not killed Goliath for the earthly rewards but for the honor of the Lord so he already had the greatest reward. Had David acted on the feelings that Saul wished to insight he would have been charged with treason. 


In 2 Samuel 21:8 we find out that Merab’s children by way of Adriel are killed by the Moabites for an indiscretion of their grandfather Saul when he attempted ethnic cleansing upon them. As you go back to the time of Joshua you read that Joshua had made an unwise treaty with the Moabites in which they were allowed to live in the land as long as they served the Israelites. In a bazaar twist according to 1 Chron. 8:29-33 and 9:35-39 Saul was part Moabite himself so he was slaughtering his own relatives. 

Vs. 20-21 Having failed twice to manipulate David Saul soon learns of another opportunity with his younger daughter Michal who is attracted to David. As we move ahead in her life we shall see that she was attracted to David’s popularity, personality, and appearance but according to 2 Samuel 6 not his heart for the Lord. It seems as though Saul saw the potential for Michal to be a snare to David on two fronts:

A. Physically: As we shall see the price of her dowry is going to again place David in harms way.

B. Spiritually: Saul knew the heart of Michal was not knit together with the things of the Lord as David’s was. 

Saul is not taking “No” for an answer and says, “You shall be my son in law today!” You would think that Saul’s inability to manipulate David would be a sign of warning by God to Saul as he is foiled each time. 

Vs. 22-23 Saul is now including innocent servants in his attempt to deceive David by sending out his servants to lie about Saul’s “delight” in David. All the backroom deal and secret handshakes ought to have been a clue that God was not in what he was trying to do against David. Again David shows that he has not been reading the press clippings of the “Jewish Journal”. Instead he keeps his ears and eyes upon what the Lord thought of him the 59th psalm tells us what was going on in his heart as we read what David sang, “I will sing of Your power; Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; For You have been my defense And refuge in the day of my trouble.” 


David would not suggest a bargain price for Michal, as he could never have afforded a dowry for a princess especially as a man from his background.

Vs. 24-25 David’s reply to Saul’s whisper campaign reaches the ears of Saul and this time Saul thinks “I will appeal to both his humility as well as his patriotism by making a the dowry 100 hundred foreskins of the Philistines.” Not only is this gross but a dowry was for two purposes:

1. First it was seen as compensation for lost wages in which the young lady supplied while at her parents house.

2. Second it was used for an insurance policy or alimony in advance in case anything happened to the husband that would cause separation from her husband.

In either case her parents kept the dowry until needed. Now not only is asking for “100 foreskins of the Philistines” gross in light of these two reasons it does not say much about what Dad thought of his daughter as far as her worth nor does it say much about how concerned Saul was for her future security. 


What it does show is how obsessed Saul is at killing David at any cost. You see it is a safe bet that David was not going to be able to go talk 100 Philistines soldiers out of their foreskins selling them on the idea that he needed them so he could marry their enemies daughter. So that meant that he was going to have to kill them then do the deed. Now it is one thing to kill a soldier it is another thing to publicly mutilate them, so that all of their buddies see what you have done. Now I kind of think that if I was a Philistine and you had killed and then circumcised several of my friends I would be fighting not only for my life but every inch of my skin if you know what I mean. This makes David a target and places a bulls eye on his back doesn’t it?   

III. Vs. 26-30 The song of praise in the morning

Vs. 26-27 David had called Goliath an “uncircumcised Philistine” (17:26) so when Saul made this offer it was pleasing to destroy those who hated the Lord. Saul must have rejoiced that his manipulation had worked thinking that he would soon be rid of David. Ah but David saw it as part of god’s plan and even though he did not need to give a dowry to Saul for Michal as she was to be his reward for killing Goliath he was happy to do so. Apparently there was a time frame attached to this as well as the text says that this was to be done before, “the days expired”. This was no doubt done to cause David to be in a hurry so that fatigue and carelessness would further fight against David. 


How did David handle this injustice of Saul? Well by giving Saul double of what he had no right to ask for in the first place! You see you can not manipulate a person who is willing to give you more then what you are trying to cheat them out of in the first place. Love always triumphs over the law doesn’t it? In doing so we are not giving into the manipulation we are giving freely by serving in love doing beyond what manipulation demanded! That is what Jesus said to do in Math. 5:40-41 “If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.” So David comes into Saul’s presence with 200 foreskins instead of 100 and they are counted out in front of witness’s. What else could Saul do but give Michal his daughter to David thus making him a son-in-law. Now this was not the best dowry to have if you were Michal but the fact that your husband went and did double what your father had asked speaks of how David valued her. In fact the danger and difficulty in obtaining her dowry may have made her feel very loved. In some countries today in which dowries are still exchanged the worth of the bride is based upon the dowry to the degree that she is called a “Four cow, two pig and ten chicken bride!” Well, Michal would be forever known as a “Two hundred foreskin bride!” 

Vs. 28-30 This is quite amazing as it declares that “Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David”. Next week we will see this more clearly as Saul will be told by Jonathan his son not to seek to kill David and Saul will swear an oath not to but four verse away again try to pin David to the wall with his spear. Well did Samuel say to Saul back in 15:22-23 “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king.” Saul problem was not that he didn’t know better it was rather he did not want to turn from his rebellion! 


Look at the progression alone in this chapter of Saul hatred for God’s choice in David as we come to these verses and it literally says that he has become tortured in his anger towards David continually. Even more startling to me is the contrast of words between verse 28 and 29 where verse 28 says that, “Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David,” where as verse 29 says, “Saul became David's enemy continually.” It was not that Saul was David’s enemy but David was Saul’s enemy continually. What these two verses show us is that what Saul hated was not David it was the Lord who was at work in David’s life and that some how David understood this as in the 59th psalm he writes: “Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Defend me from those who rise up against me. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, And save me from bloodthirsty men. For look, they lie in wait for my life; The mighty gather against me”.


Finally we are told that David’s surgical practice upon the Philistine’s angered them so that “the princes of the Philistines went out to war.” So this further made David a wanted man and Saul kept sending him out to battle but the Lord kept him safe and all that happened to David is that his reputation grew greater and greater. David learned practically what he already knew by faith as he writes in psalm 59:16-17 “I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; For You have been my defense And refuge in the day of my trouble. To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For God is my defense, My God of mercy.”     

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 19:1-17

 “Worshiping while at war” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-10 The object of His delight    

III. Vs. 11-17 Someone saved our life

I. Intro.

Last week we saw that David wrote a song while in the waiting room of life and he gives us insight into his heart as the 9th verse changes one letter in the 17th verse making the psalm ring forth the truth that if we rest in the Lord in the waiting room we will sing his praise before too long. “Ah pastor that may have brought comfort a few moments ago but you see I’ve left the waiting room and I’m on the operating table now!” Well stay with me then as chapter 19 takes us from learning to praise the Lord in the waiting room called life too worshipping the Lord while we are at war! 


Have you ever been hated? I mean really despised where people really are out to get you? You’ve passed from just their passing fancy, to their hobby and now you are their full time occupation. David experienced this and it was from his father in law and no matter how much he tried to do what was right it only seemed to anger Saul more. Most the time when I feel someone’s out after me it’s my own insecurities or there is a good reason for their anger towards me. But even in these two situations I still find myself wanting to chuck spears at those who are out after me real or imagined. But not so with David all he does is flee the situation and compose a ballad singing God’s praise. Reading the 59th Psalm gives us a great insight into his heart during this time as we can see him pour his heart out to the Lord and in so doing we see Him praising the Lord while at war!  

II. Vs. 1-10 The object of His delight

Vs. 1 In 18:22 Saul’s heart towards David was secretive, as his heart to kill him was all being done in the backroom. As we see in this verse that which was done in the backroom is now being communicated openly before Saul’s own advisers. Further more what Saul tried to do on his own, with the spear or through manipulation, he now tries to elicit help from those that over saw the nation. 


What this shows us is that when a person turns their back on God their judgment and common sense goes out the window. Saul is now calling, “evil good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20) and this to a national hero whom the nation as well as Saul’s own administration loved. Of further interest to me is not only did Saul himself come out in the open but other then Jonathan there is no mention of any one of his cabinet members opposing Saul's mandate to kill the national hero. Jonathan’s silence at the meeting can be attributed to his desire to save David and still correct his father from committing a great injustice, if he would have commented publicly it may have hindered both of these efforts. 


The same word for “delight” that Saul had told his servants to proclaim was his heart toward David in 18:22 is the same word used here fore Jonathan’s delight. Yet their actions show a very great difference in the meaning of the word in their hearts. Saul said the words but only to get David in harms way, Jonathan proved them by his actions. There are four things that Jonathan did to demonstrate his “great delight”:

a. Vs. 1 He did not participate: These other fellows bowed to Saul even though they had in 18:5 accepted David. Clearly they were more interested in their position before the King then they were in doing what was right. No one had more to gain in the death of David then did Jonathan; after all he was the crown prince and heir to the throne, yet we see he is not interested in his father the king’s mandate. 

b. Vs. 2a He warned David: It was not enough that he did not participate he went out and told David of his fathers plan and that the conspiracy involved the highest of government officials. We often think that our responsibility ends in not participating in a wrong but the bible tells us other wise if we know what is right and chose not to do it that is wrong.  

c. Vs. 2b-3 He made sure David was safe: Jonathan makes sure that David is on his guard as well as out of sight until they can ascertain Saul’s plot to kill him. To further make David secure he suggests that this conversation take place where David can overhear and what he can’t hear Jonathan would let him in on. 

d. Vs. 4-5 He defends David before his father: Jonathan’s argument before his father could have been interpreted as treasonous but yet the next day he makes a fourfold appeal to wisdom:

1. Vs. 4a “He has not sinned against you”: “Dad”, Jonathan said, “David is an innocent man!” There was nothing that David had done that was against Saul; there was no treasonous act on his part that would warrant Saul’s desire to kill him. So Jonathan reminds that in taking David’s life that it would be just plain “sin” without any justification.

2. Vs. 4b “His works have been very good towards you”: “Dad, the guy has not only not done anything wrong he has done everything right towards you and your kingdom!” Jonathan reminds Saul of the fact that all David had done was to be continually a blessing towards him and the nation. All those times leading him into worship soothing his troubled heart, his continual taking the back seat behind the king never seeking the lime light. When Saul was ripping off David he said nothing and paid double. Perhaps Jonathan reminded Saul that it was his idea to make him a son in law and not David’s, as he felt unworthy to be even thought of in this manor.   

3. Vs. 5a “He took his own life in his hands”: “Dad you are accusing David of treasonous acts but think a moment it risked his life when he was the only one in the nation willing to fight Goliath.” What kind enemy is this young man David when he has risked his life to save your honor and the honor of the nation?  

4. Vs. 5b “The LORD brought about a great deliverance for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced.” The Lord’s victory through David was the nation’s victory and Saul was blessed to have it. Saul had no problem with David when the nation was delivered by his heroism but when this same nation began to sings songs praising the same heroism that Saul had rejoiced in then his enmity began to burn! Jonathan’s argument is clear, “Your problem is not in David’s actions it is in the fact that people began to praise those actions above yours!”    

In the words “Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?” You can hear Jonathan saying, “Dad, what are you thinking there is no more loyal, trustworthy, courageous man in all your Kingdom then David!” 


Now remember as Jonathan is saying these words David is listening to what is being said about him to Saul. Here is where I find application in my own life during difficult seasons when it seems as though every where I turn I hear what David wrote of in Psalm 59 the  “growl of dogs all around the city.” You see worship in the midst of war is only possible when we stop to hear the words of our Lord about us! When we pause in the secure field of fellowship. And when we do we will hear our Lords words on our behalf, the words of our Prince of Peace speaking of His delight in us! Oh the dogs will continue growling all around the city to be sure but my Savior, my Friend, loves me and is on my side. It is He that has told me to wait in this field to hear what He has to say on my behalf! Do you hear Him? As Jonathan told David to “be on his guard and stay in the secret place and hide”, if we will only take his counsel to heart we too will hear the One who delights in us greatly speak words of love and encouragement to our souls. And then we too will sing, “aloud of His mercy in the morning; For he has been our defense And refuge in the day of our trouble.” 


How many times have I allowed the growl of dogs to flush me from my security and in so doing I have missed His words of delight? Those words I needed to hear so desperately, “You are innocent in me, I have nothing but good planed for you, I have given you my very life and that will ensure your victory!” 

Vs. 6 The force of Jonathan’s argument caused Saul to resend his orders to kill David and even caused him to swear an oath to the Lord to confirm his attentions to be a changed man. Ah but a desire to change apart from repenting from the root cause of rebellion to begin with is always short lived. “I’m sorry I’ll never do it again I swear!” may have been sincere for the moment but it only went to his actions not the heart of rebellion that produced them in the first place! Some even wonder if Saul had in mind all along to put David at ease in order to make it easier to kill him? 

Vs. 7 Apparently both Jonathan and David were confident in the change in Saul as David is told all that has transpired and then is brought before Saul and all is forgotten. “Good intentions without a changed heart are like lighting in a dark room, a quick flash of light then all is dark again!” Being in Saul’s “presence as in times past” had left spear holes in the wall so I wonder if David believed the best but kept one eye on Saul at all times?     

Vs. 8-10 “There was war again” and it was not only going to be between the Philistines and the Israelites but between God’s beloved and Saul. David’s success always seemed to arouse Saul’s jealousy and to be certain satan had beaten that trail into his heart into a highway! Again this “distressing spirit from the Lord” is the same of which we spoke of in 16:14 where we saw that the gifts of God which came upon Saul enabling him to lead the nation were taken from him because of his refusal to be led by God. And Saul further compounded this as he refused to repent and recognize this. Had he turned to relief from his torment in a renewed relationship with God, instead of his ruling a nation he would have found peace. The void of the Holy Spirit’s influence in his life led him to become what every man is apart form the Holy Spirit’s influence, fearful, jealous, angry and bitter. 


These two men played very different instruments didn’t they? Saul played the spear, (not all that well) and David played the lyre. Saul’s song was “death” David’s adoration to his God. Saul’s song was soothing to no one not even himself David’s was a comfort to all who would listen. Again Saul seeks to pin David against the wall trying to make him “just another brick in the wall!” As we read these words, “So David fled and escaped that night” it marks a turning point in his life as David will become a fugitive on the run and will not again return to the palace for better then 10 years. Saul too will mark this night as it will be the night where he may have won the battle for the palace but lost the war of his heart! Why all of this in David’s life? Well because God uses these things to perfect the imperfect transforming us more into His image using that which we would avoid to accomplish His purpose. 

III. Vs. 11-17 Someone saved our life

Vs. 11 Here then is the very verse that caused David to compose the 59th psalm. I find that interesting as very few of us would sit down and write a song of praise to God during the worst night of our life. Here is where I’m going with this, David’s hurt upon the injustice and what was being lost brought him to what he could never lose, God’s love! Oh how often do we take our hurts and pains and proclaim based upon them that God doesn’t love us? No wonder it was said of David that he was a man after God’s heart! 


Saul sends his “hit men” to his daughter’s and David’s house to kill him. This sounds like something out of one of the “Godfather” movies or the “Sopranos” but it isn’t. Michal obviously loves her husband as she advises him to do something to save his life or he would be dead by day break, she obviously new her fathers fits of rage. 

Vs. 12 David listens to his bride and takes advantage of the night to slip out the window like a common thief. Now fellows think of this a minute, you’re a war hero you have slain many enemies you are obviously very brave and you are now forced to run away out the bedroom window leaving your wife behind. Oh the humility of this scene in David’s life as he describes it in psalm 59 as being hunted like an animal by wild dogs. 


Here then is another application point dealing with “worshiping while at war” the best songs of praise are always song in humility and brokeness! It is a principal that Jesus spoke of in Math. 16:25 when he said, “Whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” We will never truly know are wealth in Christ until we realize all we have is our wealth in Christ! Of further interest to me are the words of Michal to David telling him that it was up to him to make the choice to be humbled. Oh, he could of stayed and fought and chances are he would of whipped the servants of Saul, but instead he allowed the Lord to break him. Of the entire Bible characters apart from Jesus Himself more chapters are dedicated to David then any other person, 66 in total! And of those 66 chapters most of then deal with David’s humility and stripping away of the things of his life.    

Vs. 13-17 David’s fleeing at night combined with Michal’s actions here bought David time to escape. The word for “Image” is the same word used for idol in fact it is the same word used for Rachel’s idols that she took from her father Laban in Genesis 31:35, only there they were small enough that she hid two of them in the camels saddle and sat on them. But clearly here this idol was large enough to poses as at least the bust of David. This shows you that already there was idolatry in the nation and that she had done so without David’s knowledge. So she gets some goat hair that matched David’s hair put David’s clothes on it and placed it in the bed. So when the hit men came to kill David she told them “he is sick” and apparently they didn’t want to get to close to kill him as they were afraid of catching what ever made him smell like a goat and have its hair.  


Saul’s is nothing but determined so he says, “bring him to me bed and all and I’ll kill him.” I wonder if Saul trust the spear this time and the goat hair wig came off? What ever happened Saul became aware of being deceived by his daughter and is upset. Apparently the apple does not fall far from the tree. Amazingly Saul recognizes her injustice but can not ascertain his own and that by her deception she has kept him from committing a far greater crime. Saul calls David his enemy but David saw Saul as his friend how sad for Saul. 


Finally Michal lies about her involvement making him guilty of threatening murder to a man that needed no reason in the first place. So Michal sought to justify her action at the sake of her husbands reputation and such will be her life, as we shall see. Next week we see that David will seek comfort from Samuel as well as those that spoke the word and will in end only find it in the arms of the Lord.    

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 19:18-24

 “Worshiping on the run” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 18-21 Transformed by the presence of God    

III. Vs. 22-24 Worshipping the experience

I. Intro.

We last left David on the worst night of his young life as he has been forced to become a fugitive on the run. He has suffered as the hero of the nation a most embarrassing moment as his wife helps him through the window of his house while she is left behind. Little did David know at that moment that he would not see his home again for 10 to 20 years. What benefit did this bring David? Let’s carry that further what benefit does any suffering by way of adverse circumstances bring us? Well I suggest to you that it is in the crucible that you and I become not only pure but also glorious. As the dross of our lives is burned away we discover that the greatest asset that we servants of the Lord have can not only never be taken from us but becomes of greater value and use through the fires then it would have ever become any other way. What is this asset that is so secure and becomes of greater value and use through trials? Why it is the Lord Himself! 


I suggested to you last week practically speaking that those 17 verses offered us two great truths as to how to worship while the world is coming against you:

A. First there was Jonathan’s suggestion that David hide in the secret field and wait to hear what he would say about him to his father Saul. If we are to worship the Lord in the midst of war then we need to heed this council, to stop what we are doing and wait in the field to hear what our Friend, Savior and Prince has to say about us. If we will wait long enough and not allow the “growl of dogs” (psalm 59) to chase us from this spot we will hear His words saying, “Your innocent in me, I’ve seen your faithfulness, I love you and I am on your side!” And in those words we will not only find comfort but praise to Him.     

B. Second, in David’s humility as his wife lowers him out his own window we discovered that the best tune and harmony of worship is always sung in the key of humility! Ah when the Lord has become more then everything intellectually and has instead become our everything practically, then the song of praise is sung with passion. And in this, praise becomes far more then truth that sounds good it is that which brings relief to our own soul!   

The final seven verses point out two things that can be a distraction to the above two truths:

A. Vs. 18 In David running to Samuel we see the mistake of seeking worship in an instrument instead of the Lord.   

B. Vs. 23-24 Finally we see in Saul the common mistake of making the experience what we worship instead of the Lord. 

II. Vs. 18-21 Transformed by the presence of God

Vs. 18 When David left the window of his house at the suggestion of his wife he traveled some 10 miles north to where Samuel lived. Else where in Samuel we are told several things about this place where Samuel lived:

a. It is called “Ramathaim Zophim” (Ray- ma-thim Zo-fim) {1 Sam. 1:1} as Ramah simply meant “height”, and thaim means, “double” thus “double height”. People in those days sought protection from on coming enemies and the most natural protection they could find was a high place or hill, so apparently Samuel found a hill that was double the height of any around. Now the word Zophim means “watcher” so this place had a great vista over which one could keep watch. Further more we are told that they stayed at Naioth, which means “dwelling or residence”.  

b.  We also know that Samuel had started a school of the prophets and it is here that they gathered on a regular bases to worship the Lord. 

Why do I bring these things up? Well it is interesting to me as we look at the 59th psalm, which David wrote during this experience and three times in those 17 verses (9, 16, and 17) he refers to the lord as his “defense”. Yeh so? Well that word rendered defense in English is actually the word “tower” or “high place” which is used to describe an inaccessible place. You see where I’m going with this? 


David sets out disillusioned to Samuel’s house to the one person who understood his calling, as it was he whom the Lord sent to anoint him as the next King. David ascends the hill with the great view of everything around and goes to the person who he thought had a great view of everything going on in his life. And when he arrives where Samuel lives we are told that David, “told him all that Saul had done to him.” So here is what happened, “Look Samuel this King thing is not working out as I thought it would. I mean I could see how the Lord was preparing me to be King during the worship leader gig, and the killing the giant of the Philistines. And being made commander over the army of Israel, becoming the Kings’ son’s best friend and marrying into the royal family, perfect.” “But Samuel, what’s up with Saul and his hit men trying to kill me and pin me to the wall, this can’t be part of God’s plan?” David is going to a man, his mentor, and trying to make sense out of his circumstances and situations as those experiences are not lining up with what he thought was the call of God upon his life. Perfectly natural don’t you think? 


Now look carefully with me at these words, “And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth.” Now I ask you what’s missing? Well there is not one single word of Samuel comforting David or explaining the “Why Me” of David’s complaint. Instead all that Samuel does is take him to a worship service! A worship service? Yeh, you see the words “prophesying, prophesied” in verses 20 and 21 are not limited to what we think of these words. You see we think that they mean to foretell the future, but they encompass more then that as they mean “to speak forth and sing God’s praise”! 


So here is what happened, David went to a person who he thought could give him perspective on his life and answer the questions of “why me”. And when he arrives Samuel takes him into the presence of the Lord and there in the presence of the Lord David gains a view over all the things that were coming against him. Samuel, says in essence “David, you are going to the wrong source man the answer is in the Lord!” How do we know this is what happened? Well when David wrote of this experience in psalm 59 instead of saying that he traveled to the “Double High Place” where Samuel could give him perspective on his circumstances. Three times he wrote that God, “had been a tower to him, And a refuge for him in a day of adversity.” And instead of saying that Samuel had been his comfort he wrote that the  “God of mercy shall came to meet him” (59:10). Oh dear Christian our help and mercy come only from God and such comfort of His presence does not come to those who seek it in men no matter how spiritual they are. No God alone wants to reveal Himself to you and He will come to you only when we are completely depending upon Him in the midst of the fight. God alone wants to be our “High Tower” He alone is the one that can stand above the circumstances and situations of our lives and meet us with His mercy! In the 73rd Psalm we are told something similar as the psalmist writes, “all day long I have been plagued, And chastened every morning. If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children. When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me; Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood”. Samuel taught David a very valuable lesson that day that only in worship of God does our perspective change. You see it is in worship where we are praising His character and nature that what we know to be true about Him becomes what we use to interpret our circumstances and situations! God does not create joy by new surroundings; He creates new surroundings by joy!
Vs. 19-21 As David is learning this lesson in the worship service Saul is hot on his heels and he has his spies who tell him where to find David. The guy is nothing if not persistent and though we can say many things against Saul we surely can’t fault his work ethic. 


It is easy for us to see the hardness of a heart that has become so callus towards the Lord that he is now going to send his hit men to kill David in a worship service. But as I look at this verse I wonder how many times the Lord has tried to speak to my heart about some rebellion and I’ve gone on with my plans all the while ignoring the obvious? 


So Saul sends his hit men to “take David” and when the first group arrives and sees Samuel conducting the worship service the “Spirit of God” comes upon them and they too begin to praise. Apparently Saul was told of this so he sends another group and the same thing happens and then he sends the third group and they too join the worship service which has now turned into a revival! These soldiers were not out to seek the Lord they were out after murder so what do we make of this? Well I think we can see three things:

1. David was there as these assassins came three separate times to kill him and each time he witnessed them be transformed by the presence of God from killers to worshipers. He wrote of this experience in the 59th psalm final two verses saying, “I will sing of Your power; Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; For You have been my defense And refuge in the day of my trouble. To You, O my Strength, I will sing praises; For God is my defense, My God of mercy.” David saw that the Lord didn’t need to send an army and He didn’t need the counsel and comfort of Samuel. He was perfectly able to transform those who were sent to capture him into those who were themselves captured by the presence of the Lord. David did not need to flee to God he only need to abide in Him who had placed Himself between us and the enemy!  

2.  From the “hit men’s” perspective they must of thought that this was going to be the easiest kill they’ve had in a long time. They knew right where to find David and he was sitting right in a church service and would be of no threat. Now what this tells you and I is that the safest place for us to be when things are coning after us and we are facing those things which we feel are going to slay us is sitting at the Lord’s feet praising Him! 

3. From Saul’s perspective this threefold transformation served as a reminder to him that the Lord wanted to capture him by His presence as well. Instead of seeking to slay David he ought to have been desiring to be slain that he could be filled with the Spirit. These three groups of men sent on an errand to kill David each of them not returning could have pointed Saul to the truth that if only he would come to the Lord and enter into His presence he too would not ever leave! 

Oh dear Christian what does it take for you and I to listen to what the Spirit has to say to us? Three sets of killers each with the same encounter with the Holy Spirit ought to have been enough to speak to Saul about his need to come back to the Lord but it wasn’t. Saul was in rebellion you see he was fighting against the Lord and God was showing him the futility of doing this as He can turn a warrior into a worshiper.

III. Vs. 22-24 Worshipping the experience

Vs. 22 Apparently Saul ran out of assassins and thinks to himself, “Man it’s so hard to get good hit men these days, if you want a job done right you have to do it yourself!” The great well at Sechu was about half way between where Saul lived and where Samuel, David and the hit men were. What this shows us is that news of the worship service turned revival had spread a good distance already. The name Sechu means, “look out place” and it was here that there was a great cistern where they would gather water to quench all those who were thirsty. Again these two fact ought to have served as a warning to Saul to “Look Out ” and get his dry heart right. 


Now we come to very curious passage that tells us that Saul as well begins to worship the Lord and does so for the five or so miles and then strips himself of his royal robes and falls upon his face all day and night worshipping the Lord. What are we to make of this? Well there is insight in the last phrase of verse 24 as those witnessing this ask, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” This is not the first time the nation asked this question, as you will see back in chapter 10:9-13 when he was a much younger man they wondered the same thing. I suggest to you that what folks witnessed of Saul on those two occasions were uncommon to his every day occurrence. Now follow me on this do you know what the people don’t ask? Well they don’t ask this question of either David or Samuel, which tells me that worshipping the Lord, was part of who those two were. In fact again at the end of David’s life the nation knew him as the “sweet Psalmist of Israel”. 


Are you telling me that Saul did not have an encounter with the presence and power of the Lord? No, I’m saying that he did but that even this encounter with the presence of the Lord did not change his heart! The simple facts of the next chapters will bare witness to this truth. Saul was led to take off what he so desperately wanted to hang onto his Kingly robes and he even falls down in worship of the Lord which he was in rebellion too and yet with these two incredible experiences with the Lord his heart remained unchanged. Saul had indeed “got religion” but he did not get “relationship” and as such he did not benefit beyond the immediate. Wonderful encounters are not signs or evidence of a changed heart only a life lived in obedience is. Many are fooled into worshiping the experience instead of the Lord and think that the emotions that are stirred indicate that all is right. The outward sign of repentance was great the praising of the Lord was right on but by the 33rd verse of the next chapter Saul is so envious of David that he seeks to kill his son Jonathan in his determination. Oh how tragic that Saul missed the opportunity to have his heart transformed by the Spirit of God and not just for a brief time but for eternity!   

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 20:1-23

 “Worshiping a step ahead of doubts” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-10 Seeking hope in hopelessness       

III. Vs. 11-17 Reassurance in God’s field

IV. Vs. 18-23 A rock in the road 

I. Intro.

I believe that the greatest obstacle we face in leading a worshipful life is doubts. Doubts? Yes you see we have no problem worshipping God as long as He continues to bless above and beyond our expectations. Ah but have things go not according to our plans and we begin to think we might be off tract some where. Now doubts usually are cumulative in nature as our life’s experiences continually testify against God’s character and promises towards us. We may start out in trust but as things continue to mount against what we believe is God’s plan for us we slip into unbelief. 


So what do we do? Well I don’t know what you do but I usually find my closest friend and do what comes very naturally to me “COMPLAIN”! I’m a word class complainer and if there was an Olympic event in complaining I’m pretty sure I would finish in the medals. Well it’s a comfort to me that a “man after God’s own heart” like David did just that. But follow me on this one dear saint, David complained to his best friend Jonathan but he should of done his complaining as he had in the 19th chapter at a worship service to his best friend the Lord. Yet with that we shall see that Jonathan does three things that the Lord does as we come to him in times of doubt:

A. Vs. 1-10 He listens to our complaints: Simply Put the Lord is big enough to handle our doubts of His love. 

B. Vs. 11-17 He reassures us of His love and plans for us: The Lord will take us to His word and show us of His great love and the fact that He has a wonderful plan for us.

C. Vs. 18-23 He reminds us that “bump’s in the road” don’t deter us from His destination they correct towards them. There is nothing that you and I will face that can separate us from the love God, Paul wrote in Romans 8:39 in fact they will only severe draw us closer to Him.  

II. Vs. 1-10 Seeking hope in hopelessness

Vs. 1 What we have here before us is David’s conversation with his friend Jonathan and his doubts of Jonathan’s love for him. The greater question is, “Why did David leave the place of worship and security for one of insecurity?” There is little doubt that the Lord could have continued to protect David there with Samuel worshipping the Lord. You will recall that Saul sent three groups of assassins to kill David and each time they ended up worshipping the Lord as well. So when the worship service became a revival Saul went himself to kill David and he too had an encounter with the power and presence of God. Of course the tragedy of Saul is that this encounter with the Lord did not change his heart it only changed his emotions. Perhaps David wanted to see if Saul’s heart had been pierced this time as four times prior the only thing that Saul wanted pierced was David. But be that as it may I find at times in my life that I’m not willing to rest quietly in His presence and let Him work things out in my life. No I’ve got to do something and when I venture out away from His presence and security I’m again flooded with doubt, discouragement feeling if my life is ruined. 


David has a series of questions for Jonathan that he needs answered. Now must not forget that these are David’s thoughts and doubts. This is the man that God declared was after His heart, the man who had just proclaimed the Gad was his “High Tower” against the storms of life. Simply put David was a man just like us who experienced doubt, disappear, disillusionment, when his real life experiences seemed to make God’s word a lie! Look at David’s threefold question to Jonathan:

1. “What have I done?”: The word used here has to do with what would say “Why me?” What in my life as a whole deserves this trial. Perhaps David was wanting to test Jonathan’s loyalty to see if his father Saul had begun to influence his opinion of him. This phrase speaks to me about how I often view life as some sort of score card with my “good works” on one side and my failures on the other. It seems to me that I have little complaint when God is rewarding me based upon His grace in spite of me. You will seldom hear me say those words “What have I done” then. Oh but when I’ve been a good boy and I’m not getting what I think I should then you will hear those words. The truth is David had done anything period, neither good or bad.      

2. “What is my iniquity”: Here the word he uses is found over 300 times and it speaks of moral perversity.  The point of David here seems to be looking over his life style and saying “Hey I’m a good guy!” “I’m active at church, keep myself away from the things of the world.” We fall into this way of thinking don’t we? When we face prolonged adversity we start looking at our lives ledger sheet seeing if we are in the black or the red. And if we see that our lives in the black then we begin to think that we need to go to accounts payable as we have not received what is due!  

3. “What is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life?”: It is possible for you and I to not be practicing a immoral life style and still be guilty of a sin against another. So David wants to know what sin had he committed against Saul that was worthy of death. 

In each of these three question David is looking at his circumstances as unjust and unfair and though from man’s perspective it is true David has lost his eternal perspective. Now I do not fault David for this. I’m not saying that I could have done better, no in fact I marvel that it took so long for him to do so. 

Vs. 2 Based upon Jonathan’s response to David’s complaint there seems to be an unasked question of David directed at Jonathan which is why he answers David this way. Do you see that? Jonathan seems to pick up on it and attempts to reassure him, “By no means! You shall not die! Indeed, my father will do nothing either great or small without first telling me. And why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!” David’s un asked question is, “Where were you when these three sets of assassins and finally your father came out to kill me?” “We made a deal to be best friends through thick and thin and you didn’t say a word about what was coming my way?” Jonathan’s answer was “Hey, you must be mistaken all’s well with dad and you since we made the deal out in the field.” Jonathan clear loved his father and believed that he had a close enough relationship with him that Saul would not dare make a move without first telling him. 


Here’s what I find in my own life, when I get away from the presence of the Lord my insecurity can be seen in the distrust I have those who have proven their love for me. We begin to doubt of those who love us attentions towards us; why is that so? Well it is because we are looking for our security in the wrong place! 

Vs. 3-4 David asks Jonathan to swear to him again as he is “just a step away from death at the hands of Saul”! “I’m hanging on by a thread”, says David. Have you ever felt like that? I find that most people live in either two extremes:

A. “I’m a step away from death”: Depending upon where our hearts are at we will either think life is precious or we will become paranoid.  

B. “This could never happen to me”: I think most folks live in this attitude as they think cancer, car wrecks and other catastrophes always happens to the other fellow. 

Jonathan’s reply is what every friend does, “I’m on your side, what can I do for you!” I believe you and you tell me what you want and it’s yours. As great as those words were they do little to ease David’s despair over his circumstances. 

Vs. 5-8 One can hear the desperation in David’s scheme to determine the truth. Why he is so desperate to find out the truth that he is willing to live in untruth himself! The Jews kept a lunar calendar and as such the start of every month was a celebration of God’s faithfulness. So they would meet for a three-day feast praising the Lord for His goodness towards them and David decides that this would be a great time to see what Saul’s heart was towards him as he would deliberately miss the feast at his table and lie saying that he had a family reunion to attend instead. On the first day nothing would be said and Saul would just think that David had gotten sick but if he asks tell him that I’ve gone to celebrate the feast with my family and that I asked you for permission. 


How ironic this was that it was a celebration of God’s faithfulness that David devises this plan. Oh don’t miss this Christian His goodness is new every morning we need not wait to find out once a month! Look up into heaven and you will see his goodness. Man can I relate to David can’t you? Now David closes this with, “Look Jonathan if you are on your fathers side just kill me now!” 

Vs. 9-10 Jonathan reassures him that there is no way that his about to harm him and further more he will let him in on his Saul’s attitude then David asks “How are you going to let me know if he is upset with me?” 


Hey, Christian may I suggest to you a better thing that what David does here? Why not take your insecurities and doubts to the Lord? God is a great listener and a better source of comfort then even your best friend. And you know what you don’t have to polish your words or attitudes with Him. You can tell just how you feel even about how He is treating you and how you deserve better then you are getting from Him. It’s not like He doesn’t know what you’re thinking anyway. Have you ever been mad at God? I mean have you ever been so mad that you thought about just throwing in the towel on your faith? Why didn’t you tell Him? “Well I was afraid He would make matters worse!” Hey news flash He knew what was going on in your heart before time began. I believe that the best person to tell I’m upset about the circumstances and situations of my life is God and you know what I’ve found? He is a great listener and just getting those things off my chest helps me out tremendously because as I say them to them and hear them out loud my self and blow off that steam they sound so ridiculous that I end falling in His arms of love! 

III. Vs. 11-17 Reassurance in God’s field

Vs. 11-17 There are tow great things Jonathan does in these verses:

1. Vs. 11-13 “Come, and let us go out into the field.” The field? Yes this was the same field in 19:2-5 where David heard all the things that his best friend thought of him and how he defended him. I suggest to you that this field was assurance of Jonathan’s love as it was there that he had demonstrated his commitment to him before his enemy. Again Jonathan tells David that he is on his side and that he makes an oath to him that if he does not do so that the Lord may do to him more then this. 

2. Vs. 14-17 “You shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever, no, not when the LORD has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” Here is what Jonathan does in these verses, as he makes David swear an oath not to harm his descendents long after he is gone. So? Well that suggests to David that God’s plan was not going to be thwarted no matter how it  looked at the time. Jonathan reveals to David that even if David doubted God’s plan the Lord was still none the less going to bring it into fruition. 

Christian that is the assurance God wishes to give you during a season of doubt and discouragement! He want’s you to know that He loves you and that your security rests in Him not in you! He want’s you to know that He has a glorious plan for your life and it’s His plan and as such can not be thwarted! Doesn’t that make you want to worship Him?   

IV. Vs. 18-23 A rock in the road

Vs. 18-23 Yes you say but what about this “road block” I’m facing? Well Jonathan has David stay three days in the field by a stone called “Ezel” and that he would shoot three arrows which would indicate which way David was to go, either back to the palace or out on the road. Now obviously this covert system was designed to keep Saul from knowing that Jonathan was tipping David off on his plans. But there is more then this to the story you see the word “Ezel” means separation and that coupled with the arrows reveal something very interesting to me as it relates to worshiping the Lord in seasons of doubt. You see David saw Saul as a “stone” that blocked him from getting to where the Lord had called him but the truth was Saul was nothing more then a stone pointing him in the direction the Lord was taking him. Do you get it? They say the arrow points us in the right direction and it is true, so to the stone set in the road does not take us on a detour but rather takes us on the most direct route the Lord had planed for out lives. How do we know this Pastor how can I be sure of this? Well look at Jonathan’s words here as he tells us three truths concerning the road that we are on:

1. Vs. 21 “As the LORD lives, there is safety for you and no harm”:  The first truth that God would have us know is that in His arms there is safety and no harm. Oh don’t misunderstand me I’m not saying you won’t experience things that will leave you bewildered but ultimately you and I will proclaim that those things, which wounded us, made us better. Yes it is true that every scar is a testimony of an injury but they are an even greater witness of healing!  

2. Vs. 22  “Go your way, for the LORD has sent you away”: This just take all the uncertainty out of our circumstances doesn’t it? Whatever way we may find the “bump in the road” take us we can be assured that the Lord has sent us. Isn’t that great?   

3. Vs. 23  “The LORD be between you and me forever.”: Finally we have the assurance that the Lord is between us the situation or circumstance we face. 

So we can worship in season of doubts because:

· We know that He listens to every cry of our hearts and there isn’t a thing we may think or say that he doesn’t understand.

· He offers us such us such great assurances both of His love for us as well as the outcome being for His glory and our betterment.

· Finally we can worship because we can be certain that the bump we may think Is hindering us from going in the right direction is in Fact pointing us in the way we should go!  

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

1. Chp. 18-20 From the palace to persecution

1 Samuel 20:24-42

 “Worshipping on the road called life” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 24-34 A throne, God’s purpose for us       

III. Vs. 35-40 A cross, God’s path for us

IV. Vs. 41-42 Faith, God’s plan for us

I. Intro.

In the 24th verse we are told that David hid in the field by the stone called Ezel whose name means, “to show the way”. You will recall that this was part of the plan that Jonathan and David devised to determine a safe way to let David know if he was going back to the palace or to be a fugitive. Further more in this chapter we know that David waited by that stone for three days. As far as David was concerned an arrow that would be shot from a bow that he did not control would determine the direction his life was going. 


Have you ever felt like that? That your life’s direction is hinging upon some fanciful flight of an arrow that is completely out of your control? What must of those three days been like for David? I can only say that they would have been pure turmoil for me, as I would have felt as my life was spinning out of control. Ah but that is not the case dear Christian! Though we may pass by the stone “that shows the way” many times and arrows are shot by another’s bow that seem to decide our fait, there is Someone else who decides our destiny. As Jeremiah surveyed the devastation left in the wake of the nation’s refusal to obey the Lord, he wrote, “She did not consider her destiny”! (Lam 1:9) Did not consider her destiny? Why I thought that the devastation was her destiny? No it seems as though she had made sinful choices, rebellious decisions without regards to the truth that she was the apple of Gods eye (Zech. 2:8). Mark this, note this dear Christian “Your life may be out of your control but it is not out of control!” Perhaps you’ve heard it this way, “You may not know what the future holds but you know Who holds the future.” In this chapter we shall see three truths that will keep us worshipping on the road called life. For purpose of outlining this morning I shall give them to you at the start:

· Vs. 24-34 God’s purpose for us is a throne: Vs. 31 “For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom.” Even Saul knew that God’s purpose for David was the throne and so too God’s plan for us according to Revelation 1:6 where we are told that Jesus “has made us kings and priests to His God and Father”. 

· Vs. 35-40 God’s path for us is a cross: Vs. 38 “Make haste, hurry, do not delay!” Oh but the path to the throne is one that will lead us to our cross. Did not Jesus tell us all this in Math 16:24 that “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Jesus told Peter prior to His ascension “When you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” (John 21:18)

· Vs. 41-42 God’s plan for us is faith: Vs. 42 “Go in peace, since we have both sworn in the name of the LORD, saying, 'May the LORD be between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants, forever.” God has even given us the means by which we can navigate the path to His purpose for us and it is only by trusting Him! 

II. Vs. 24-34 A throne, God’s purpose for us

Vs. 24-25 As David awaited his fate in the field Saul sat down to celebrate the new moon feast. The seating arrangement is given us as Saul made sure that his back was too the wall with his general beside him and across the table was Jonathan and if present David so he could keep an eye on them. 

I mention this to say that once we get away from the security we have in the Lord our insecurity becomes a real visible part of our lives. Saul want’s to make sure that no one could sneak up behind him and that he had some muscle next to him as well as the ability to keep his an eye upon his son and a man who had risked his life for the betterment of Saul's reputation. Apart from the Lord all the world is after us and our family and friends are our enemies! 

Vs. 26-27 As the new moon feast began and David’s chair at the table was empty Saul thought nothing of it, as it was not uncommon for a person to be unclean for the feast. Leviticus 22 gives us several reasons for a person to miss the first day of a feast and it required only that they skip the first night. 

It is important to realize that Israel centered their social life around their relationship with the Lord and getting together to thank and praise the Lord for His provisions was no small matter. Yet at the same time Saul had turned it into mere religion, as we too are prone to do. It never ceases to amaze me at how those precious times of fellowship and communing with the Lord can be turned into every other thing but what it ought to be sweet praise to our God. 


As the 2nd day of the feast began and still no David Saul began to give himself over to his insecurities. Now we know this because he refers to David when he says, “Why has the son of Jesse not come to eat, either yesterday or today?” Three times Saul call’s David the “son of Jesse” and not by his name or calling him his son in-law. This phrase was used as a derogatory statement about his family’s low societal position. What Saul was saying by its use was, “That low class country bumpkin ought to be here seeing that he’s not fit to buss my table let alone sit at it as a honored guest!” The truth of coarse is that it was Saul who insisted in elevating David to this position of honor further more David was now royalty as he was married to Saul’s daughter. 

Vs. 28-29 Jonathan is very careful to word David’s request in such away as to give no reason for any negative response from his father concerning David’s absence. 

a. “David earnestly asked permission of me to go to Bethlehem”: First off David submitted to authority by asking permission to go. In other words David did not just blow this feast off or take for granted the privileged position given to him by Saul. Jonathan also mentions David’s destination so as not to arouse suspicions that he was some how mounting a force to take the throne.  

b. “Please let me go, for our family has a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there”: The reason for the request and the force behind it are also stated. All of this was untrue but what Jonathan said is that David’s brother who was a soldier in Saul’s army commanded David to go to the feast in their hometown as a family reunion. Clearly if Saul was a reasonable man he would have said no big deal. 

c. “If I have found favor in your eyes, please let me get away and see my brothers”: Finally with a great touch of humility on David’s part Jonathan suggests in the words “get away” that his leaving was going to be as brief as possible and that he would soon return from this obligation. 

Vs. 30-31 Saul’s insecurity in the Lord immediately manifests its self at his distrust in Jonathan’s words. As a parent we can almost always tell in the tone of our children’s voices and their hesitation when they are telling us a tall tale and such must have been the case with Saul. 


Two things are revealed in Saul’s words “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman!” And “ the shame of your mother's nakedness?” Not only does this suggest that what was wrong with Jonathan in Saul’s eyes was his mothers fault. But it goes further as these words suggest that Saul is saying that his choice to support David at the expense of his own advancement would make people think that he is not Saul’s son but that his wife had an affair with another man. Saul is trying to shame Jonathan for his mothers sake to take action upon David because in not doing so everybody is going to think that she had slept around and that he was the offspring of her indiscretion. 


Saul again appeals to Jonathan’s since of advancement and say’s, “Your kingdom will not happen unless David is dead and I’ll kill him for you!” It is here that we gain application for our own lives and how at times it seems as though our lives hang upon where the arrow lands. Know this dear Christian even our enemy satan knows that you and I are God’s children destined for the throne of His grace! We can worship the Lord now even during the times when our life is out of our control because they are never out of His control. You may have just gotten those test results back from the doctor or the notice from your job and you see the arrow fly in a direction that you can not see any good coming from. But know this dear saint as Paul wrote of this in 2nd Corinthian’s 4:17 “our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”. God’s purpose for you and I is for the throne as 2 Tim 2:12 say’s that “We shall also reign with Him.” I suggest to you that it is much easier to wait at the stone that shows the way and see the arrow fly in a direction that we can not control when we realize that we are standing next to our “Rock” and nothing shall change where He is taking us as He said in John 14:3 “I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

Vs. 32-34 Jonathan’s friendship was based upon truth and not just feelings and that is how he responds to his dad. Though Jonathan tries to reason with Saul there is no point (pardon the pun) to it. Insecurity in the Lord cause us to do so many dumb things doesn’t it? I mean one moment Saul is chastising Jonathan for not wanting the throne and the next thing he is try to kill him thus eliminating him from the opportunity if ever taking his seat as King, where is the wisdom in this? Saul had great determination to disobey but loved his sin so much that he would not take that same determination to do what was right. I hear people speak of the Christian life in terms that seem to suggest that it takes greater faith then they have. But the truth is that it is not the lack of faith that is the problem rather it is what object of what their trust is in! 


Jonathan now leaves the table and the feast knowing his fathers resolve to kill David and it breaks his heart to see it. There are those who would rather stay in their disobedient state at any cost even the cost of eternity and there is nothing anyone can say or do that will change their resolve.  

III. Vs. 35-40 A cross, God’s path for us

Vs. 35-40 The plan was that the distance of the arrow would represent the direction that the Lord was sending David. The shorter distance meant that it was safe for him to come back to the place and perhaps the distance to the throne would have been shorter and easier to obtain, but the greater distance meant the opposite. No doubt the lad was there for a twofold purpose: 

a. First to dispel any suspicions that Saul may have had concerning Jonathan’s activities. 

b. Second it was through conversations with the lad that he could further clarify the meaning of the spent arrow thus letting David know of which road the Lord was sending him on. 


There are times in our lives that the paths to where the Lord wants us are shorter and much more favorable to our liking. Other times they are much longer and filled with great adversity but no matter how far the arrows of life are we can no with certainty that which Jonathan had said in verse 22 “the LORD has sent you away.” Often times it is a small thing that signals to us a great change. The truth be told we are not “captains of our own ship’s” we are but sailors on His. Further more the joy of the cruse is not based upon the calm of the seas but rather in the knowledge that our captain has not only sailed these waters he has conquered the seas towards our destination.


As David watched that arrow take flight and go on past him it must have first pierced his own heart. God was sending him away and perhaps for a moment he wondered, “Did my friend mean to pull the bow so tight to send it on its flight?” Oh but Jonathan’s words to the lad told the story “Is not the arrow beyond you?”  “Make haste, hurry, do not delay!” The journey the Lord was taking David on to the throne was going to be a long one that would take him far “beyond” where he wanted to go and it was one that he could not delay his departure. 

So now we come to our second application point for our lives to worship the Lord while on the road called life and that is the coarse that God has us all on is the road to Calvary. Yes we are going to the throne but there will be far less of us when we get there! Make no mistake about it Christian you may sucessfully avoid this road called the cross but we all will trod it’s path’s sooner or later. We all will watch the arrow pass over our heads taking us to where we would not on our own go. Ah but we know that this is as much His road as is the short path and frankly any road that does not cause me to lose some of my excess baggage along the way is probably not best for me. Mark this saint there is no short cut to maturity in Him it all runs through the bumpy road where we are a fugitive from the world! Oh how often the whimsical flight of the arrow’s flight and place in which it lands cause us to doubt the God’s love, purposes and promises towards us. Oh but it should not He will get us to where He wants us if we remember the road that we are on.

IV. Vs. 41-42 Faith, God’s plan for us

Vs. 41 I’m certain that neither of these two had thought that this is how their lives as friends would have ended up. In fact Jonathan had hoped for many years of serving the Lord together as friends but that was not God’s plan for them. The Bible only records one other meeting between the two best friends and it is not long after this that Jonathan will be killed with his father and brothers while fighting the Philistines on Mount Gilboa. There in the 23rd chapter some ten years later they meet and Jonathan encourages David saying, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul knows that.”  


The arrow meant separation form two close friends and it brook both their hearts but David’s more so as he was the one going through such great adversity. I suppose most of us would prefer the “correspondence course” on this road of heartaches but there is none available. There will come a time and most likely more then one where we will cry out to the Lord and ask, “Why are you allowing me to go through this it’s the most difficult thing I have ever gone through!” Years ago when T.V. was still at its infant stage when errors happened originating from the point of broadcast a voice would come on over our screens saying, “Do not attempt to adjust your set the circumstances are beyond your control!” That is true often in our lives as well isn’t it? Our disappointments are often God’s appointments and we must learn that these difficulties don’t represent His heart towards us. Some of God’s favorite people have spent most of their lives on the road of the cross.

Vs. 42 This is the earth and not heaven but we are not alone on this road the rock not only points the way He will go with us as well. There is only one way to navigate on this road and Jonathan tells David, “Go in peace”! Our heart longs to cling too the familiar but the Lord desires to be that which is most familiar to us! We can not manipulate the circumstances forever we will all spend time walking by faith on this road that leads to the throne. God was calling David past the things known to the One that knows him. “The Lord is between the throne and the path of the cross!” May these truths cause us to worship at His feet because we know what His purpose is for us, we know that the road is rough but we know that He walks it with us!  

David, A Man After God’s Own Heart”

Servant: 1 Samuel 18-31

Chp. 21-28:2 The captain of captivity

1 Samuel 21:1-15

 “Worship in our wanderings” 
I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-9 Pretence in His presence       

III. Vs. 10-15 Peace amongst the pagans

I. Intro.

 I’m so glad that the Bible doesn’t idolize it’s hero’s aren’t you? That’s the benefit of this chapter before us today as we shall see David acting a lot like you and I. But when we look at the three psalms he wrote (34, 52, 56) during this time we can see how the Lord worked in his heart in spite of his failures and short comings. In fact 22 psalms were written during his ten plus years he spends on the run, which goes to show us that adversity birth’s the sweetest praise. 


When we last left David he had been waiting three days by the stone of Ezel (the stone that shows the way). There alone in that field he waited for his best friend to come out there and shoot an arrow that would dictate the direction in which his life would be going. And as that arrow went over his head he knew that his life was going in a direction that was out of his control. Ah but we also saw in the text last week that we can be certain of three things when life is out of our control:

· Vs. 24-34 God’s purpose for us is a throne 

· Vs. 35-40 God’s path for us is a cross
· Vs. 41-42 God’s plan for us is faith
So in obedience David submitted to the arrows path and left his home, best friend and went from what was known and secure to the unknown. Remember that David was anointed by the Spirit to be king but his life on the run seems to him as though the “Providence’s (God’s power of guidance and care sustaining us to our destiny) of God were running completely contrary to the promises of God!” When this happens what transpires is a crisis of faith. What David learns is something that you and I need to understand that the one time “anointing of the Spirit of God” is not enough we must abide in Him! 

II. Vs. 1-9 Pretence in His presence

Vs. 1 David runs to Nob, a priestly town three miles south of Gibeah in the land allocated to Saul’s tribe, Benjamin. According 22:18 there were 85 priests plus women and children that lived there taking care of the tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant. Looking at this section two things stand out:

A. First of all we note that David was in search of two things that he needed:

1. Vs. 3 Sustenance: David seeks “provisions” in bread to eat that will sustain him.

2. Vs. 8 Security: David now doubt  after seeing Saul chief shepherd Doeg, seeks a sword to “protect” himself. Those are the things that David desired in the “House of the Lord” provisions and protection, sustenance and security!

B. Second, twice in this section we are told that David was afraid and we all know that fear is the enemy of faith. Now we can all understand why David is afraid but that does not change the fact that his fear causes him to act in ways that are ungodly. Corrie ten Boom once said, “If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed. If you look within your self, you’ll be depressed. But if you look at Christ, you’ll be at rest!” Oh how true these words aren’t they? It is interesting to me to note that in next chapter David finds refuge in the cave of Adullam and the word means rest!    

Someone wisely commented on spiritual maturity by saying that, “It takes a moment to make a convert, but it takes a lifetime to make a saint!” David was doing what You and I often do and that is look at the promises of God through the lenses of our circumstances and what we see of those promises is fuzzy and dim a best aren’t they? 


With that said David does go to the “house of the Lord” in search of sustenance and security, I mean he has gone to the right place hasn’t he? Though that is true, based upon his words to Ahimelech he does so less than honestly. Again I suppose all of at times have doubted the Lords ability to provide and protect us and have adopted that fear filled mentality that says, “If the Lord is not going to give me that which I need to sustain me, to protect me, then I guess I’ll just have to help him out!” Now don’t miss understand me here I’m not justifying David’s actions but I am looking at them through my own actions at times. The tragedy of David’s example and if we are honest ours at times as well is that we spend more time decorating to come into the “House of the Lord” then we do in dedication to inter into His presence. How many of us before we came here this morning spent time preparing our hearts to hear the word of the Lord, set down with Him in honesty and spoke to Him about our fears and the areas of our heart that need’s His touch? 

Vs 1b-2 Now Ahimelech is a pretty astute fellow and he questions David as too why he is by himself without a royal escort seeing that he is the Kings son-in-law. David’s answer is a lie as he says that he was on a “secret mission” and that Ahimelech was not to let anyone know about him ever being there. Further more David says that he was not alone as he sent the rest of his crew to an undisclosed place while he went to get provisions for them. The truth of the matter was that David was not on the kings’ business he was the king’s business and that he is lying to protect himself. When fear comes in through the door of the heart faith always goes out the window! 

Vs. 3-6 As I said David is hungry he needs provisions so he asks the priest for bread. He has come into the “House of the Lord” but he has not come in honestly. How much better would it have been if David would have just told the truth, “I’m scared you see I’m on the run from Saul who is seeking to kill me I have no provision’s no protection I’m all alone can you help me?” When was the last time you were honest in the house of the Lord? When was the last time you told the Lord the truth about where your heart was? Don’t you realize He already knows what’s going on inside of you?  

Here’s what’s cool the fact that Ahimelech tells David that they have no “common bread” and only “holy bread” tells us some very important things. You see “common bread” was bread that was brought into the tabernacle by way of the offerings. So the fact that they have no “common bread” tells us that this was a spiritually lean time for the nation. Now the “Holy Bread” was those 12 loaves one for each tribe that was placed on the table of “showbread” on the  right side of the tabernacle opposite the lampstand. It was to be kept fresh and was replaced once a week with hot bread and then those loaves were to be eaten typically by the priests. The idea behind the bread was that of being invited over to the Lord’s House for a meal in which He supplied everything necessary for continual fellowship. The words “Showbread” literally comes from the words meaning “bread of faces” and spoke of being in the Lord’s presence. Upon eating this bread the priest was saying, “I love you Lord and I’m in your presence fellowshipping with You by that which you have supplied to sustain me!” 


Do you get the picture here? David doubted the Lord’s ability to supply his provisions, he was in a spiritually dry time and the Lord was saying through Ahimelech that all he need to do was be honest before Him and come into His presence and what he lacked would be supplied. How about it dear Christian are you “running on empty” as David was. Are you like him seeking your provision in the “House of the Lord” but with pretence? Here is what the Lord is saying to you and I, “Come into my presence but do so in honesty admitting your fears and doubts and I’ll supply myself to meet your need!” How great is God’s offer of His presence to meet our spiritual hunger! 

Now In Matthew 12:1-8 Jesus gave reference to this very story when the Pharisees objected to the disciples gleaning wheat kernels on the Sabbath. And in so doing Jesus spoke of the truth that the ceremonial law is always superceded by human need. You see religion is always concerned with appearances and covering up our needs making them more presentable trying to make up what we perceive God is lacking. Oh dear saint we don’t need to do that all we need to do is the Bread of His presence that He has supplied and partake at His table and He will meet our needs. And we can do that daily the Lord wants no stale old bread of yesterday’s relationship, He wants to give that hot fresh taste of Himself right now.  

Vs. 7-9 Now as all of this is happing it is doing so in front of Doeg a Edomite servant of Saul. We are not sure why he was in the “House of the Lord” but we shall see soon that he will be up to no good. David will tell us in the next chapter that he knew that Doeg would tell Saul what was going on. Doeg’s name means “Anxiety” and boy does that not speak volumes to our hearts. 

Have you ever gone through times like David? You are in need of the  Lord’s provisions and protection and you go into the House of the Lord but old “Anxiety” is waiting for you? You become weighted down by the cares of this life anxious over your future. So what does David do? Well he asks Ahimelech if there is an weapons in the House of the Lord. Again the lie that he needed it because he was in such a hurry that he forgot his sword. 


Well all we have is the “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of Elah, there it is, wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod.” Pay careful attention here Christian and notice that this sword wrapped in a cloth placed behind the ephod. Yeh so? Well the ephod was the religious garment that the priest wore and the sword of Goliath was wrapped up in a cloth hidden behind a religious garment. Are you getting this picture? David came into the “House of the Lord” for provision and protection and the protection of the Lord was covered up by a cloth and hidden by religious garb! That about sums up David’s problem doesn’t it? What about that sword of Goliath that David says, “There is none like it; give it to me”, how was that sword obtained? Well it was obtained by a young shepherd boy who went out on the field of battle armed with the Lord and a sling. He walked out there he stooped down and picked up five smooth stones one for Goliath and one each for his four brothers. You see David’s problem he meet “Anxiety” and tried to protect himself with a covered sword hidden behind religious clothes, instead of seeing that God wanted to provide Him with the Sword of the Spirit which is the word of God! You know what happens when we try to provide the provisions and protection of the Lord in the energy of the flesh? David tells us in the 22 verse of the next chapter “I have caused the death of all the persons of your fathers house”.  

III. Vs. 10-15 Peace amongst the pagans

Vs. 10 David fearfully runs to the one place he thinks Saul will never think of looking fore him. And by way of supplies he has 12 pieces of stale bread and Goliath’s sword. Now he runes to the area of Gath where the Philistine’s lived. And David is trying to find some peace in his life but he has run to the enemy, the world to find it. Upon crossing over to Gath he would have had to cross the valley of Elah where five to ten years earlier he had trusted God and took off Goliath’s head. Are you starting to sense a problem with David’s destination? You see the Philistines most embarrassing defeat happened when their undefeated champion had his head cut off by his own sword at the hands of a little shepherd boy. Further more to marry the king’s daughter he had killed 200 of their soldiers and mutilated their bodies by circumcising them. 

Vs. 11-14 Apparently David didn’t think they would recognize him but they did and when they saw the sword with Goliath’s name on it strapped on his back they took him into custody and brought him before King Achish. Apparently the number one song in Israel that really irritated Saul was not a favorite of theirs either. 


Hey Christian let just warn you here and now that when you go into the world to seek comfort and peace you are really going to stand out and in fact you are going to just look like you are insane. David decides that the only way out was to fake insanity so he starts to scratch on the doors of the gate to the city and lets his slobber come out of his mouth and onto his beard. Apparently the King in a touch of irony said, “Do I need another madman in my city?” The Philistines felt that David’s insanity was a far greater punishment then taking his life so they let him go. 


What on earth are we to make of this? Well David gives us insight on this in the psalms he wrote about this. In Psalm 56:1 David writes “Be merciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up”. There is no mention of him being innocent instead he cries out for mercy. Then in the 3rd verse of this psalm he writes “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.” In the forth verse and again repeated in the 10th verse he writes “In God I will praise His word.” The 8th verse he writes “You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?”  Ah there it is dear Christian David humbled himself before the Lord and trusted in the provisions and protection of the word of the Lord! In the 8th verse of psalm 52 David writes “I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever.”  In the 34th psalm he wrote about himself and said, “Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.” In the 18th verse David wrote “The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.” Finally in the 8th  and 9th  verses he of that psalm David said, “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him.”  


That is it dear saint God has given us the bread of His presence as our provisions. He has given us the sword of His spirit as our protection we need only to ask Him and He will bring us peace!     

