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I. Intro

Two weeks ago, we dealt with the “How to’s” of correcting God’s children. For the sake of memory, I put them into four “C’s”:

· Convey - love while affirming the truth

· Copy -  be their example, as well as explain the truth

· Confront  - their action and attitude being careful to break but not destroy

· Give them a choice to turn from pride and self to God

Judging by the amount of tapes purchased, many of you got some solid information which you could use.  Before us this morning is a very misunderstood subject, and one that many in the Church would prefer not to talk about, “What happens when you have tried to apply the four C’s and they didn’t respond?”  The unpleasant subject of Church discipline is what Paul is addressing to the Church in Corinth.  It is interesting to note that the failure of the Church to rightly handle this subject has led to its paralyzed condition in the world.  The Church that is pure is the  Church that is powerful, and the Church that is tolerant of sin within its walls is impotent.  The chapter, for the sake of study, breaks apart by asking three questions about Church discipline:

a. Vs. 1-5 What is proper church discipline?

b. Vs. 6-8 Why must we do it?
c. Vs. 9-13 What are its limitations? 
Alan Redpath rightly observes that the only real weapons the church has to influence the world are the Word of God and the Spirit of God.  If, through compromise, the Holy Spirit is grieved by our tolerance of sin within our walls, then the effect of the Word of God in our lives will accomplish nothing in the world where we have been placed. Perhaps, then, there is no more important chapter for the Church to read than the one before us! 

II. Vs. 1-5 What is proper church discipline?

Vs. 1 Paul now brings up a situation that was happening in the Church, but it is important to remember that the context of this passage is correcting the Church for its lack of correcting a sinning believer. In other words, the far more grievous problem in the Church was the tolerance the Church had towards sin and not the offending brother.  All this fellow did by his sin was point out the problem the Church in Corinth had.  So just what was his situation?  Paul tells us it was “sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles; that a man has his father's wife!”  Several things need to be said in order to deal with what this chapter is about - the lack of Church discipline.

a. Verse 9 makes it plain that Paul had indicated the truth concerning not allowing sexually immoral people into the fellowship.  In other words, their situation was not out of ignorance but rather prideful defiance, (verse 2). Yes, Paul was well aware of what the Corinthian society thought concerning sexual sin.  Remember, right above the city was the temple to the sex goddess Aphrodite.  Paul did not change the Word of God’s truth to fit the culture in which the Church was placed.  

b. Notice the phrase concerning this man, that “a man has his father's wife!”  It doesn’t say that he “had” his father’s wife, but that he still does!  The sinful activity had been going on for some time and was still being practiced by this guy. 

c. Paul does not call this adultery.  Instead, it is called “sexual immorality”.  The word here is “pornia” where we get our word “pornography”, and it refers to any illicit sexual activity such as “promiscuity, homosexuality, adultery, incest, or pedophilia”.  Now we need not wonder what Paul was referring to when he used this word, as he tells us that the sin of sexual immorality was that of an incestuous relationship with his stepmother.  The fact that Paul does not call this adultery tells us that this had already caused an end to the marriage.  Family ruin had already taken place as a result of this prolonged behavior. 

d. Several verses here lead me to believe that the man was a professing believer, but the stepmother was not. So not only was this an immoral relationship, it was a relationship that had no grounds for ever being together.

e. Finally, Paul says that this particular situation was “reported” to him.  The word for reported means that it was common knowledge and everyone in the Church knew of it and based upon the phrase, “as is not even named among the Gentiles”; the unbelieving city was aware of it and thought it as wrong! Under Roman law, such incest was strictly forbidden and yet the Church was allowing it to continue. 

Allow me to put all these facts together for you concerning what the Church at Corinth knew about this situation:

· They had been told it was wrong by Paul

· The relationship was ongoing, and they were doing nothing about it

· It has already caused family destruction 

· There were no grounds at all for this relationship to be allowed to continue

· Everyone was well aware of the situation, and even the sexually immoral society they lived among thought it was wrong 

It is in this context that Paul now gives us the proper basis of Church discipline, as he corrects the error in the Church of Corinth. You will notice he gives them four steps to deal with Church discipline:

A. Vs. 2 Right attitude: Right off the bat, Paul corrects the attitude of the Church towards the sinning professing believer. The Church must have the right attitude concerning sin within its walls. It seems to me that the Church often makes two mistakes in the area of attitude towards sin being practiced by its members.

1. “Puffed up”: The first is found in the attitude in the Church at Corinth, as they had become “self-inflated” or arrogant of their tolerance of sin.  Now we are not told why they felt proud of their tolerance of such behavior, only that they were. Several possibilities exist:

a. Liberty: They had become preoccupied with their own importance and knowledge so that they could justify the tolerance of practiced sin amongst them.  “He who is without sin cast the first stone” attitude!   

b. Sloppy agape: They looked at their tolerance of sin as the expression of God’s love.  The trouble is that love without truth is hypocrisy!  Love that allows a child to continue to play in the street is abuse and neglect, not true biblical love!   

2. “Critical and harsh”: Though not addressed in this passage, a Church can have an uncaring harsh or judgmental attitude towards sin in the Church.  Kind of the “turn or burn” or “get right or get left” attitude.  As true as both of those statements are, without a heart of love, they are brutal and lack compassion as well as concern for the well being of the sinning saint!   

3. “Grief and broken heartedness”: Paul tells them what is the right attitude as he says “have not rather mourned”.  The word used here for mourned is the word that is used to describe the loss of a loved one. There ought to have been a sadness in their heart as when one finds out that a spouse is dying of cancer and there is a possibility we will not see them any longer in this life.  Now think of this a moment as it relates to the above two actions found in the Church concerning the sin in there midst. Would you tell your spouse that has a curable disease that, if left untreated, it will take them from you, “Hey, we all got to go sometime, might as well party hearty till you go!”  Neither would you say to them, “Hey, stop being sick stupid or I’m going to leave you!”  Instead, you would be saddened by their illness but, at the same time, committed to seeing them get well. 

Now notice that it is only after dealing with the proper attitude that Paul gives the appropriate action of “he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you.” If you go to the doctor and they discover that the only alternative for the health of your body is to cut away an infected part of your flesh, then I’m certain your reaction would not be; “No way, I love this infected part of my flesh, and I don’t care if it’s going to kill me!”  Neither would you say, “Hey, don’t just cut that infected part, cut my head off as well!”  No, you would grieve and be saddened but, to preserve your life, you would allow the doctor to do what is necessary.     

B.  Vs. 3-4a Right authority: In these two verses, Paul shares with the Corinthians the authority in which he was telling them to act by taking this man out of the Church.  It is apparent here that Paul had already weighed the matter biblically, even though he was not present physically.  How do Paul’s words square with Jesus’ words in Matt. 7:1-5 where He says “Judge not, that you be not judged?  For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged”?  This is not that hard to understand, as Paul’s judgment of this person is not based upon their motives but rather upon what already has been judged by God’s word.  Paul’s authority is not upon public opinion of what they should do but rather it was based upon two important things:

1. “The name of our Lord Jesus Christ”: They knew what Jesus had to say on the matter.  Whose body is it?  Well, it is Jesus’ body.  Therefore, we need to react towards the habitually sinning person in accordance with His word.   

2. “The power of our Lord Jesus Christ”: They were not to go in the power of the Church body but rather in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. What they were to say to this sinning brother was God’s word and authority; thus, the sinning brother needed to understand that the gravity of disobeying His word is rejecting Jesus!   1 John 2:4 says, “He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandment, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”

In order to refresh our memories, just how did Jesus tell us how to handle Church discipline?  Well, Jesus tells us in Matt 18:15-17:
a. Vs. 15a “Moreover, if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.  If he hears you, you have gained your brother.” Step number one: If you see a brother or sister in Christ who is sinning, go to them privately.  Don’t spread it around or ask for prayer - just go and tell that person that what they are doing is sin.  It is not that you don’t like their shirt or something like that; it is an attitude or action in which they are involved that is against God’s word.  You are not judging them; they are already judged by the Word of God.  You are just making them aware that the attitude or action that they are doing is seen, and you are calling them to agree with God that such attitude or action is against God and His word.  Thus, they need to have a change of heart, mind and will in this area!  If the person responds to this, end of problem.  Nobody needs to know anything about it.  Did you notice Jesus’ words here, “you have gained your brother”.  That’s very important because it reveals that as far as the Lord is concerned the sinner, whether ignorant or willful, is lost to Jesus. You can’t gain something that you already had!  You’re not kicking someone out; you are trying to gain them back, as they are already outside fellowship with God!    

b. Vs. 16 “But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”  Step number two: Repeat the above step but with one or two others so that they may know that you are not just picking on them.  Also, this is good in that there won’t be any “You never told me that” stuff.  It will all be out in the open so that there will be no chance of miscommunication.  Again, if the person agrees with the word of God on the matter and has a change of heart, mind and will, then it is finished.

c. Vs. 17a “And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church.”  Step number three:  So you’ve gone to the person, then one or two more came with you, and they still refuse to hear the word of God, then tell it to the Church. Interesting how Jesus uses the word “hear” as it indicates that the reaction of the sinning believer had to be more than lip service.  It had to be action.  They had to do more than just say, “Yeah, you’re right, God’s word does say this, and I’m going to change!”  If they didn’t have a change of heart, mind and will that was visible in their actions, then they didn’t hear!  The proud heart that refuses to change from an attitude or action that is against the Word of God needs to know the whole Church body, of which they are a part, agrees that what they are doing is unacceptable. The responsibility towards this person has now become everybody’s duty to win them back to obedience to Jesus!  Again, if they receive that as seen in the change of heart, mind and will, then all is made right.  It’s over, end of story!

d. Vs. 17b “But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” Step number four: There is a change of attitude towards that person.  Instead of treating them as believer, you start treating them in accordance to the way they are acting, a nonbeliever. No matter what they may claim to be with their words, their actions and attitudes are saying that they are not born again. The question is what is the Church to do with those who are not Christians?  Well, Jesus told us to go into the world and make followers (disciples) of all nations “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you”.  So what do we do with them?  Well, we again try to win them to Jesus. You don’t shun them or treat them poorly.  Instead, you use every opportunity afforded to you to win them to Jesus!  They are not being punished.  There is no official ceremony of excommunication or condemnation.  Instead, they are put into the category they have chosen because of disobedience to God’s Word.  Most of the time when it gets to this stage, the person withdraws from wanting to hang around the Church body or they go to a church where they can continue to practice their sin and not feel convicted.       

Time does not permit me to go further in this section, but we will take it up next week.  I know that this is not pleasant to look at, and no one likes to have to discipline those in the body of Christ but, if left undone, we are demonstrating two things:

1. That we ourselves are not submitted to Jesus Christ, and it is not about obeying God’s word, it’s about making people happy.

2. That we are not a loving Church!  What?  You think addressing sinful behavior is loving?  Yes, I do.  The Bible tells me as well as practical experience.  Heb 12:6 says, “For whom the LORD loves He chastens”.    
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I. Intro

Last week, we began a section that seeks to answer the questions many of us might have concerning Church discipline. What we have learned so far as Paul deals with a church that did not want to correct its sinning members is first:

a. Vs. 2 Attitude: Not just of the offending believer but of the church that is called to correct them.  In Corinth, the problem was that they were proud of their tolerance of sin. 

1. We are not sure why, but perhaps they thought this was the way you showed God’s love. 

2. There is another attitude that is equally wrong, though Paul does not address it here, and that is when we are harsh and uncaring towards the sinning believer. 

3. Instead, Paul says that we ought to treat them as if they have a fatal affliction that left untreated will take their life.  

b. Vs. 3-4a Authority: Paul told them that their authority was both in the “name of the Lord” as well as in the “power of the Lord”.  In other words, the Church that does not take sin serious within its own walls cannot be taken serious outside its walls.          

Now we will continue on with the other two points answering “What is church discipline”, finally taking up the questions of verses 6-8, “Why must we do it” and verses 9-13, “What are its limitations?”      

II. Vs. 1-5 What is proper church discipline?
C. Vs. 4b-5 Right action: Three times in this section of scripture Paul tells them the action they needed to take concerning this sinning professing believer:

· Vs. 2 “he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you.”

· Vs. 5 “deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

· Vs. 13 “Put away from yourselves the evil person.” 

What are we to make of these verses?  Let me suggest several things:

1. Whatever the action is, Paul makes it understandable three separate times that this brother’s sin ought not to be “swept under the rug”.  Doing nothing was not an option as far as Paul and the word of God are concerned. 

2. The phrases, “taken away”, “deliver such a one” and “put away from yourselves” indicate a change in position as did Jesus’ words in Matt. 18:17b “let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 

3. We are to act as Jesus would act if he were amongst them in dealing with the same issue. The Church has no right to do anything that Jesus Himself would or would not do! 

So, clearly, there is a separation from a professing believer who refuses to submit to the word of God and the authority of the Lord in their lives.  The greater question is not the action, but who has caused this separation and how is it to be seen in the Church body.  In only one of those verses above does it sound as if the church body is doing anything as far as separation from the sinning believer? 

· Verse 2 says “that he might be taken away”.  The picture here is that someone or something has caused the removal. 

· Verse 5 says “that he is delivered”.  When you deliver a package to someone, the package is already theirs; it is just being sent on its way. 

· Only verse 13 says to “put away” the evil person, but the reference to that is judging. 

How are we to understand this?  The Bible is clear that there are two kingdoms:

a. Kingdom of this world: There is the kingdom in which every human is born into, and it is under the control of Satan (prince of this world John 14:30).  In this kingdom, the philosophy of this world is the “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” and, as such, we are told that we all “once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”  How do you know if you are in this kingdom?  Well. Paul wrote to the Galatians that the “works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery (drugs), hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Furthermore, Paul says to the Romans “if you live according to the flesh you will die”, and he said “those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”  

b. Kingdom of God: You enter this kingdom by birth as well, but it is “new birth”. Paul said in Romans that those in this kingdom “are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” It is this Kingdom that John says eternal life has been promised to, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” Paul wrote to the Galatians that if we “live by the Spirit, you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  How will we know if we are doing that?  Well, he went on to say, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

The truth is that Christians have dual citizenship.  We have our physical address partly in the kingdom of the world, but our real address is the kingdom of God.  Paul is saying, concerning the believer who is practicing sin, they are not living in God’s kingdom but rather Satan’s.  Fellow believers have gone to them, taken two or three, brought it before the Church and still they persist to live in the kingdom of the world.  So you let them know that they are living in the wrong kingdom and under its influence.  So what has happened?

· Vs. 2 Practicing sin has “taken them away from the kingdom of God”. 

· Vs. 5 They are living a life dominated by the flesh, “so you are letting them know that they are living in a kingdom that will destroy the flesh.”  When we moved, we filed a “change of address” notification with the Post Office because we were no longer living where we used to.  That’s the idea here. The protection afforded them in the kingdom of God is not theirs, as they have chosen to live in the kingdom of this world.  So if they have chosen to “live according to the flesh, they will die.” 

· The person living in the kingdom of the world, while saying that they are living in the kingdom of God, is in fact no longer living under the authority of God.  By their actions, they are saying “I don’t want the Lord and His Church in my life”.  They have, in effect, moved!  So the action of the Church is to let them go (put away from themselves the sinning person) with the full knowledge of what their action is saying. You can’t live in two worlds.  Jesus said “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.” The Church is simply granting the sinful professing believer the request of their actions so that they might get the fill of those things that feed the flesh and turn back toward the Lord.       

D. Vs. 5b Right aim: Paul tells the Church that the action can be right only inasmuch as it maintains the right aim. What is the right aim?  Well, he tells us that “his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”  Do you see that?  The aim of the action is not to punish a person or destroy them but rather to save them.  Remember that, according to scripture, that fellow was already outside of fellowship, already living a lifestyle that would destroy him. The action of the church is restoration not destruction.  It is geared to get the offending person to recognize that the lifestyle lived apart from obedience to God’s word is destroying them and that all they need to do to make it right with God is have a change of:

· What they think towards that sin

· What they Feel towards that sin

· How they Act towards that sin 

Jesus gave the best illustration of this in Luke 15:11-32 in the story of the prodigal son. The context of the story is that tax collectors and sinners drew near to hear Jesus speak, and the Pharisees and scribes complained that he welcomed sinners. How did Jesus say we were to see a sinning, unrepentant, professing believer?  Well, (Matt. 18:17b) says as a “heathen and a tax collector”.  So, then, this story of the “prodigal son” becomes the perfect illustration of Church discipline. In the parable, Jesus said that the younger son wanted to have his inheritance and spend it living out in the world.  Do you see that the younger son had been a part of the family?  So he got his inheritance and left (to a far country, kingdom of this world) and wasted all that he had living a wasted lifestyle.  A severe famine hit that land, and he began to go hungry.  He went to a citizen of the kingdom world who put him to work feeding pigs.  He was so down that what the pigs ate was better then what he had, and the people of the kingdom of the world didn’t care. Then he realized that what the poorest servants in his father’s house had was better than what he had.  So he decided to go back to his father’s kingdom and say “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men. ” When he returned to the kingdom of his father, he found that his father had been waiting for him to return, as he saw him a good distance away and came to the “prodigal son”.  The father lavished upon his returning child all his goodness.  Listen, Christian, to the reason for the father’s reaction to the son’s return, “this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found”.  Do you see that?  The son “was dead”.  His living according to his flesh in the kingdom of the world had killed him.  Furthermore, “he was lost”.  The son’s living in the kingdom of the world had caused him to get lost, but his return caused him to become alive again and to be found! 

Let me put this plainly.  The Church’s action does not cause a person to become dead or lost; their sin has done that.  Furthermore, we are not helping the unrepentant professing believer if we allow them to practice their sin living in two kingdoms. Why? Because they are, in fact, not living in two kingdoms; instead, they have become dead and lost.  If we allow them to think that they are not dead and lost, then they will never come back to the Kingdom of God! 

· Right attitude

· Right authority

· Right action

· Right aim
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I. Intro

This morning, we come to the final 8 verses of this chapter in which Paul addresses what proper Church discipline is, why we must do it and what are its limitations.  So far, Paul gave the Church four things that make up right Church discipline:

· Right attitude

· Right authority

· Right action

· Right aim

Having spent two weeks looking at this, we now shift our focus to the second question! 

II. Vs. 6-8 Why must we do it?

I suppose that in answering this question, all I need to say is that God’s word says so!  But I like how Paul address this in verses 6-8, as he gives three reasons why the Church needs to deal with sin within its own walls. 

1. Vs. 6 Purity: The Church at Corinth was bragging at their spiritual health, and a part of this was based upon their thinking that the tolerance of sin was an indication of spiritual health.  So Paul says that their assessment, based upon their tolerance of sin, was wrong (not good).  Paul uses an illustration of the fermentation of bread dough called “leaven”.  In scripture, leaven is always a symbol of sin.  As yeast is put into the flower and water mixture, it begins to cause rot which lets up gas bubbles which causes the dough to rise.  Those of you who are a bit older will remember that you take a “pinch” of that dough as a “starter” for the next batch of bread and you do that each time.  The longer you use a “starter”, the greater the danger of the pinch causing “food poising”. So, every so often, at least once a year you purge the leaven from your house and start fresh.  So what is Paul saying is the first reason to deal with sin within our walls?  Well, because the lack of doing so will affect the rest of us!  The tolerance of sin will cause others within the body of Christ to think light of their sin, and this will spread until the whole Church is affected.  The Church needs to take action against one that is practicing sin so that it will not spread to others.  Sin needs to again be seen as something that is rotten, instead of something that is in and cool!  The body of Christ needs to view sin as they would S.A.R.R.S., or some other infectious disease, before it spreads throughout every person.  Can you ever picture someone wanting to get that disease?  They are coughing on you, spreading their germs around, and you would say, “Man, would you mind coughing on me?”  I was reading an e-mail from a Calvary pastor in Hong Kong who was saying that the fellowship there has taken some pretty severe precautions to protect each other from getting this disease.  Normally, if a person came in coughing a bit, no one would say anything.  But now, the pastor said if a person coughs once, all the heads turn to see who it was that coughed.  It has become such a distraction that the fellowship has issued a policy that if you have a cough to stay at home until you are over it. Wouldn’t it be great if we had the same fear of practicing sin? “Hey, if you are going to practice sin, stay at home. I don’t want that!” Paul wrote to the Galatians that “if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” (6:1) Our tolerance of sin within the Church has caused more and more folks to think its okay to have affairs, to get drunk, live with their spouse before they are married etc.?  The Church has lost its purity because it has tolerated sin within its walls.  God is not interested in a large Church, but He is interested in a “pure” one.  Four times in scripture God tells us to “be holy for God is holy”. The author of Hebrews tells us “to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”       

2. Vs. 7 Picture: Staying on the same analogy of Passover and purging the leaven, Paul gives another reason for “Why the Church needs to exercise Church disciplines”. The key to understanding this verse is in the words “new lump”.  Jesus, our “Passover Lamb”, has come into our lives and by His blood purged out all the leaven, and we have become a “new lump” that is unleavened.  Paul tells the Corinthian Church that they “truly are unleavened”, verse 7!  Notice that Paul encourages them to “purge out” the old leaven.  The word used here means to thoroughly clean out every bit of leaven or sin. They were encouraged to remove every part of the old life so that it would not taint the new life. The world was getting the wrong idea of what the Church was as it saw the same infections that plagued them plaguing the Church.  We Christians are telling the world that “Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” We tell them the truth that Jesus has died for their and our sins. Our penalty has been placed upon Jesus, but how will they believe us if they see us still under bondage to the kingdom of the world?  Having discussed this with fellow believers quite a bit, it seems to us that folks want a savior but not a Lord!  The truth is if He is not your Lord, then He is not your savior! Paul wrote to the Galatians (2:20) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  Do you see that?  Yes, Jesus was crucified for you but when we asked Jesus into our hearts, we were crucified with Christ and the old you “no longer lives”.  Instead, Christ lives in you, and the life in this old body of ours is lived trusting Jesus. In Rom. 6:6, Paul says, “our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”  I’ve noticed in talking to folks lately that there are a lot of Fred Flintstones in the body of Christ.  Fred’s favorite words were “Yaba-daba-do”, and I hear a lot “Yaba’s” or “Ya-buts”.  The reason people say “Ya-buts” is to say that their situation or circumstance is outside the scope of their having to obey the Word of God.  The truth is, in respect to the Word of God, “one size does fit all!”   

3. Vs. 8 Party: Lastly, Paul staying on the feast analogy gives the final reason for why the Church needs to exercise discipline, “so they can keep the feast with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” What I find interesting is that Paul describes a crucified life as a “feast”, not just any feast, but the feast of “Passover”. You see Passover was the biggest party of the year!  Paul wrote to the Romans in 6:7-8, “he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.”  The life that lives apart from sin is the life filled with joy. Now some folks have mixed up the words “happiness” and “joy”.  Happiness is dependent upon right situations and right circumstances.  Joy comes from a right relationship with the Lord.  I found this little saying years ago, and it still speaks to my heart: “God does not create joy by new surroundings; He creates new surroundings by joy!”  People are always looking for “new surroundings” so they can have joy.  But godly joy is not dependent upon “new surroundings”. Instead, as we give our hearts over to Him and obey His word, we have joy which changes our surroundings!  I don’t have to get to a new place to experience the joy of the Lord.  No, I can experience a new fresh amount of joy in the Lord the more I submit my life to His Word.  I was talking to a person the other day who was telling me the reason they smoked was to calm their nerves as they were stressed out.  So I just asked, wouldn’t it be easier, not to mention healthier, to change the way you are living?  Hey, I don’t need to run anywhere and then to the Lord to find relief from my stress.  Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:7, “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what happens to you.”  

So not only do we have the proper way of Church discipline, we have three reasons why we must do it:

· Purity

· Picture

· Party
III. Vs. 9-13 What are its limitations?

Having told the Corinthian believers the right way of Church discipline and then the reasons to exercise it, He now needs to clarify the limitations of it. 

Vs. 9-10 Here, we find out something very interesting as Paul writes, “I wrote to you in my epistle”. Wait a minute.  I thought this was 1st Corinthians.  But here it seems that Paul had already written them one letter, which would make this 2nd Corinthians.  So why didn’t the Lord preserve the first letter to Corinth?  Was it not inspired?  Well, it was no doubt inspired to the Corinthians, as it is being referred to here, but God saw fit that it didn’t need to be preserved by the Holy Spirit for the Church of all time. 


Paul wrote to them concerning getting mixed up (keeping company) with sexually immoral people, and apparently they took that to mean nonbelievers so he explains specifically what he meant. The word used here means “to keep intimate” company with. The words “sexually immoral people” is again “pornia” in the Greek.  Remember, Corinth had the temple to Aphrodite, the love goddess, right above the city, and every night the temple prostitutes would come down into the city to sell their bodies to others. So Paul had told them, and now further clarifies, that they were not to keep intimate company with those who were professing believers but still in the sex business. So what is the limitation of Church discipline?

1. Vs. 9-10 It is to be applied to the Church and not to the world:  Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:17 that “the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?”  Paul explains just what he means with this by adding the words of verse 10, “Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.”  We Christians get real upset about our world not acting according to Biblical principals. We are all up in arms when some T.V. show we are watching puts in some scene that is offensive to us, but we never stop to ask ourselves why we are watching it to begin with.  Paul’s point is that we can expect the world to act like the world, but we Christians who are in the world should not behave like those of the world.  It is interesting here that Paul lists three classifications of sin that these Corinthian believers should not tolerate within the Church. 

a. Sexually immoral:  Sins of the body!  These are sins against one’s own body, so these are sins that are against self. So within the body of Christ, we ought to make sure that we are exercising the above discipline against those who are robbing themselves from what God has for them. There is not any sin that does not affect someone else, and so Paul says the Church needs to deal rightly with those professing believers who practice such behavior.    

b. Covetous or extortioners: Sins of the soul!  These two words deal with the mind and the heart or the attitudes of a person. Literally, the word means “one who must have more” and those who “steal by use of violence”. These sins deal with what we do against our neighbor, don’t they. 

c. Idolaters: Sins of the spirit!  These are the sins of worshipping anything on the throne of our heart except our Lord.  Those who do this are sinning directly against God, but that’s not to say that all sin is first and foremost against God.  

2. Vs 11 Judge the behavior of the person, not their words: The words “named a brother” are literally “to bear the name of brother”.  They identify themselves as born again believers, but they are, instead, practicing the sin of having sex outside of marriage. Or, they are always after more, taking what belongs to others.  They profess a love for Jesus, but they are, in fact, worshipping other things. They come to Church regularly.  They are partying the way the world parties, getting drunk or high and then getting into trouble. What are we to do with a person who is a so-called believer and yet is practicing sins against himself, others and God?  Well, Paul says, “not to keep company with…even to eat with such a person.” We are not to hang out with a person who proclaims they are a Christian and yet practices sin. Why is the Church to not hang out socially with those who practice sin?  Because we don’t want the world to think that we condone the sin.  Does that mean we should not ever talk to a person who has so chosen the world over God?  No, talk to them often about their need to repent and come back to Jesus! 

3. Vs. 12-13 Keep our church pure by judging your own heart first. We would not have any problems in the Church today if each of us sought to purify our heart before the Lord.  We will see the wicked world change only as much as we live separate lives to the Lord.  Hey, perhaps you’re here this morning and you are that wicked person.  Why not die to that part of the old life and start living in sincerity and truth? 

We don’t need to judge outsiders; we need to witness to them.  This is what we Christians need to realize.  We are witnesses of Jesus Christ right now in our lives; the only question is what kind we are?  Is our life showing people freedom from sin, or is it showing them slavery to sin?  Right now Christian the people of the world are watching you to see if your walk matches your talk.  Next week, Paul starts dealing with the specific sins of the believers in Corinth.  
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I. Intro

As we have seen over the first five chapters, the Church in Corinth had many problems. Frankly, problems that we would not normally associate with an evangelical, spirit filled Bible teaching church.  Their problem was pride, and this pride manifested itself in self centered ways:

· They were fighting over who was the best teacher

· They were tolerant of sin, thinking that this was a sign of spirituality 

In the sixth chapter, Paul deals with two other areas in which pride had manifested itself:

· Vs. 1-11 Paul deals with the issue of Christians suing each other

· Vs. 12-20 He takes up the issue of sexual immorality

The tie in between the 5th chapter and the tolerance of sin within their church walls and the sixth chapter and lawsuits against each other is an interesting one.  It seems that these Corinthian believers were tolerant towards sin as long as that sin didn’t affect them personally, but the moment that sin affected them, they wanted to take the brother or sister to court to get justice done.  Last year alone, the U.S. had 12 million lawsuits filed.   200,000 of those in federal courts were civil cases.  To handle this many cases, there are over one million lawyers and the numbers are growing. The society in which Paul wrote this letter was much the same as today.  Litigation was a part of everyday life.  Every citizen over 30 served on a jury; every person over 60 had to serve as an arbitrator to settle any dispute between two parties where they could not it handle themselves. It was a source of entertainment. The key to this chapter is found in Paul’s sixth time repeated question “Do you not know?” (2, 3, 9, 15, 16, 19) in which he implies the reason for such behavior is a lack of understanding of who they now were in Christ.  Through the course of these 11 verses dealing with litigation between professing believers, Paul suggests three things we ought to ask ourselves before we act:

A. 1-6 Where are we?  That is in relationship or contrasted with the people of the world.  Simply put, we are in the world but not of this world!  

B. 7-8 Why do we?  Twice we read Paul say, “Why do you not rather accept wrong and let yourself be defrauded?” What Paul is implying is that the right attitude we ought to have towards each other is based upon true ownership. Who owns your car, house, life etc.?  It all belongs to Jesus, right?  So it’s His problem, not mine! 

C. 9-11 What am I?  Finally, Paul hit on the bottom line of the reason behind the litigation between professing believers, failure to recognize that the “PAST” ought to remain in the “PAST”!  Simply put, right faith is never separated from right actions.  

II. Vs. 1-6 Where are we?

Vs. 1 The opening phrase of Paul, “Dare any of you” is in the present tense which means that what he was about to say was a continuing reality amongst these professing believers. It wasn’t that a couple of fellows in the church sued each other one time.  No, there were continual lawsuits against each other, to where Paul asks “How can this Be?” Now it must be understood that Paul is not asking the question because he doesn’t know the answer, but rather he wants them to discover the truth. 


Paul’s concern was not that they wouldn’t get a fair trial in the public court system.  It is rather that they failed to realize the Church’s authority and, therefore, Christ’s authority over them.  Folks, we Christians are indwelt with the Spirit of God.   We are blessed with having access to the wisdom of God’s Word.  Why would we need to have the world settle a dispute between two of us?  It is as simple as appealing to what God’s word has to say on the matter and applying the truths to our lives.  Anyone of us is capable of doing this.  You don’t have to have a special gift to be able to apply the truths of God’s word to your life, we all can do it. There are only two reasons I can see why we would not go to the Word of God and the Spirit of God to govern our lives:

1. We are unaware that it is available and practical to answer all the questions of right behavior in every situation.  Paul wrote to Timothy, his protégé , in 2 Tim. 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  It does not say “some or most” scripture is God-breathed but ALL.   Neither does it say it needs to be supplemented with man’s wisdom, human psychology or self help books etc.  Now here is where I get on my soapbox.  I say that the Church that does not stand on the authority of scripture and the sufficiency of scripture is doing the Church a great disservice. No wonder so many Christians are looking outside the word of God by the Spirit of God for answers.  Could it be that they aren’t hearing any truth from the pulpit?   

2. We are aware of the truths of God’s word and the need to apply them to our lives, but we don’t like the outcome. Ouch!  In other words, it is not a matter of ignorance but rather willful disobedience!  We are looking for some other way around that will still allow us what we want without having to make any changes in our actions or behavior. So we seek out Dr. Swami’s guide to happiness and fulfillment. Or seek to find a person who will “validate” the reason for why we are doing what we are doing!   

What a blessing it is if we aren’t sure what God’s Word has to say in our particular situation to go before the “saints” and ask them what the Word has to say so we can apply it to our lives. What a great resource it is to have so many in the body of Christ who have years of experience of having applied the Word in their own lives to help guide us into the richness of doing likewise. 

Vs. 2-6 Twice Paul asks rhetorical questions and what’s behind those two questions is a way of getting the Corinthian believers to search their hearts to see if they are “ignorant” or “willful” as it deals with applying God’s Word by His Spirit into their lives. 

A. Vs. 2 Universal truth: The first question, why it is wrong to go to the world’s courts to settle Christian disputes, is that the saints will judge the world.  We will reign with Christ over the world during the millennial period and act as governors over the earth.  Now what do you suppose will be the basis of our judging the world?  Will it not be God’s Word by His Spirit?  That which will rule, the Word of God’s mouth.  That being true, in the future why would we not seek to have it rule over our lives now?  Paul’s point is the truth that will govern the world in the future ought to be that which governs our lives now. Why would we go to the world system to judge what we ought to do when that very system will be put under the system of God’s Word?  

B. Vs. 3 Universal authority: There is some debate as to the scope of the words “judging angels” as some see this as authority over all angels and others see it over the fallen angels.  Again, the Word “judge” can mean rule as well, and we will reign with Christ over His creation and angels are created beings, so perhaps you could make a case. There is no doubt that this may be an inference to judging fallen angels.  But the point of Paul’s words is to show how ridiculous it is to not submit to the authority of the word of God in our lives when its authority will be what judges the angels who are far more powerful then we are.  It’s kind of like a master mathematician going to a first grader for help in balancing his checkbook. 

Vs. 4- So, the Word of God by the Spirit of God is Universal truth and Universal authority.  In other words, you will not find a higher truth, or a truth that works better, than the Word of God by the Spirit of God, right?  So, then, since that is true, why would you take the concerns for the things of this life before the courts of this world?  Great question!  Why go to the world system to answer questions or disputes that are answered in the word of God?  Again, either they were ignorant of the vast wealth and power of the Word of God by the Spirit of God, or they did not want to abide by its truths. 


So Paul’s words in verse 4 are answered in verse 5.  It was a shame they were looking for the world’s answers to handle their circumstances. Was there not one Christian among them that was applying the truth in his life that they could turn to?  The Apostle John wrote that “the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.  For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”  One of the clearest marks that distinguish Christians from the people of the world is our obedience to the Word of God which is most clearly seen in our love for others.  Simply put, you can tell that we are following God’s Word by His Spirit in that we are primarily others centered instead of being self centered.  These Corinthian believers who saw their tolerance of sin as a sign of spiritual maturity found the same tolerance deplorable when it came to others’ treatment of them. They were loving toward a sinning, professing believer, as long as his sin was not against them! 


What made this all the more worse was all of this dirty laundry was being paraded before those that they were supposed to witness of Jesus transforming power.  For all their talk, they were nothing more than a sideshow of entertainment to those they were called to reach.  So here it is Christian, before you act, ask yourself: “Where am I?”  Yes, I’m in the world, but I’m no longer of the world.  I live by a different set of rules, and those rules are to be applied to my life first.  It has been very popular to wear the words that ask the question “What would Jesus do?”  I would like to ask another question, “What does God’s word say?”  Then, I would like to challenge each of us to wear the answer not around our neck but rather around our hearts visible in our lives to all!

III. Vs. 7-8 Why do we?

Vs. 7 Paul minces no words as he tells them what suing each other meant.  It told the world, and each other, that they had totally given up on the truth and power of God’s word to transform the human heart.  If they could not go to the Word of God by the Spirit of God for the answer and, instead, went to the world system for truth, then how could they have any confidence in the same truth to save them?  That would be a great question to ask ourselves when we would rather hear man’s opinion of our action or attitude instead of God’s Word by His Spirit.  So, as Paul says in Romans 10:17, “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”.  This has become a reality as far as your salvation is true, but when it comes to practice, it is no longer true?  If we take a brother to court instead of the word of God, then we have already lost our case before the Lord.  Now I must say there are times when we are sued, and we can do nothing about it, but even in that, we are not out for our rights but rather we only want to glorify the Lord. Okay, then, what am I to do if I have a legal problem with another professing believer, and we have tried to settle it biblically but to no avail?


Well, Paul answers that question in verse 7: “Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?”  Feel like some professing Christian is ripping you off?  It’s better for you to take the hurt than be spiritually defeated; better for you to be ripped off in the world than ripped off spiritually. How is that possible? Well, whose rights and stuff are they?  It’s not my rights and stuff; it all belongs to Jesus. So, if it is Jesus, then go ahead and take it.  If he doesn’t want them to have it, they won’t be able to take it or enjoy it and, furthermore, He is big enough to replace it.  You see, Jesus came not for His rights but rather for our wrongs, can we do any less than our master?  Far better is it for us to be sued and lose than sue and win!  Our greatest concern is not to protect our rights and possessions but rather to protect our heart and our relationship with Jesus and His Children.  Years ago when I was in Bible school, I was trying to feed my family making jewelry.  One of the associate pastors at the Bible school found out that I was a skilled goldsmith.  He was getting married, so he asked me to make his wedding set for them. They had some drawings and changes, so I did it exactly like they wanted.  When I brought the set to them, they loved it.  But she found another set they liked better and stopped payment on the check they had given me, which then caused our checks to bounce.  Now I was not a happy camper.  When I met with the guy, he didn’t much care about what he had done.  It was apparent that we were not going to resolve the matter, so I told the guy to keep it.  I told him I didn’t agree with his action but, if he needed the money that much, then he obviously needed it more than I did.  Several days later, there was a check in the mail for double the amount that we had agreed to with a word of repentance.  I learned that there was nothing more characteristic of a believer than his willingness to surrender all, even if it cost him hurt, rights and property. My action caused a brother to repent of his actions, and God received the glory.  There is a great little saying that every husband and wife ought to keep handy and say often to each other.  “Honey, there is something greater than being right, and it is loving you!”  But, instead, these believers put themselves ahead of each other and ahead of Christ and His Word. 


So the second question we need to ask ourselves before we act is “Why do we?” Why are we acting as if our rights are more important than obeying God’s word for our lives?  Are our rights greater than God’s truth?  We have no power to see others changed, but we do have the blessing of allowing God to change our hearts.

IV. Vs. 9-11 What am I?
 Vs. 9-11 Finally, Paul asks the third question, “What am I?”  The first two verses start with what they were not. The ungodly list of 10 sins is not there to indicate those that have lost their salvation but rather to point out those who had no salvation, as those that practice such things “will not inherit the kingdom of God”.  The list here is not meant to be exhaustive, but they do represent the big 10 moral sins that make up an ungodly society.  Clearly, these sins are missing the mark of what God has for mankind, and none of them are to be practiced in the body of Christ.  Paul says don’t be deceived, the unrighteous which are made up of the:

· Fornicators:  Anything that has to do with sexual immorality. Any unmarried person who has sex outside of marriage is outside of God’s kingdom.

· Idolaters:  This deals with any false religious system that guides our life.

· Adulterers:  Married people who engage in sexual acts outside of marriage.

· Homosexual and sodomites:  These both refer to those who exchange and corrupt normal male female roles and relations.  Homosexuality was widespread in Paul’s time, as it is in ours. 14 out of the first 15 Roman emperors were homosexuals. Socrates and Plato who wrote “Symposium on love” were practicing homosexuals. Yet, Paul stays true to the word of God and does not say that they were born that way.

· Thieves and covetous extortionists:  All of these relate to greed, desiring what others have and then taking it either by force or by tricking someone out of what they have. 

· Drunkards and revilers:  Those who get drunk and party make fools of themselves.   
Now the point of Paul bringing these 10 sins up is to say that they were no longer those things.  I was listening to a Christian C.D., and one of the lyrics in the song asked a question that I think is implied by Paul’s words here; “This is your life, is it everything you dreamed it would be, are you who you want to be?”  Their new life in Christ made them different.  They may have once been the above 10 sins, but they weren’t any longer. Our new life requires a new way of living, and three things have happened in order to ensure that we should be living a new life:

1. We were washed:  We have been washed in the blood of Christ.  Old things have passed away; we are a new creation.

2. We were sanctified: We have a new behavior that is set apart from our old behavior.  It is Christ centered and, therefore, others centered instead of “me” centered.   

3. We were justified: We have a new standing before the Lord and this world.  We are clothed in His righteousness through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.   

So a transformed life should produce transformed living right? 
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I. Intro

Before we get started, I need to say that we are going to deal with a topic that is PG rated. I am going to speak of it in a manner that glorifies God, but we are going to speak of it. There is within Christian circles no balance in dealing with the issue of human sensuality and our bodies. One side seems to view sex as dirty and evil, only useful for reproduction; (admittedly this group in our culture is the minority).  The other group views the body as their own and, as such, it has certain appetites that must be appeased.  I am so thankful that Paul writes on this subject, and that the Bible is not silent. There are two things I need to address in answer to these two views before we look at these verses: 

A. We Christians who seek to apply the scriptures to our lives are neither prudes nor moral policemen. The Word of God does not deny, or ask us to deny, any natural activity or function of our bodies.  What it does is define the proper use of these activities and functions.  And by “proper”, I mean that which will enable us to experience the most joy and fulfillment of them.  God created sex and sexuality, and, as we shall see, it is those of the world that have not understood the sexual freedom that God speaks of in the Bible.  Are you saying that the world then is the prude?  That is exactly what this section will reveal to us inasmuch as it is the world that has limited what sex is supposed to be?  

B. Second, freedom must be understood and defined.  Alan Redpath wrote what I consider one of the most profound truths I’ve ever read; “The greatest tyrant in life is self!” It is self in its rush to throw off every restraint in its pursuit of  “freedom” that awakes to find its self restrained by that which it sought to make it free!  I’m free to have a cigarette quickly changes to “I must have a cigarette!”  Or closer to this passage, “I’m free to have sex with whomever and whenever I want” becomes “I need to be with someone!”  Are we not then enslaved by what we sought to make us free?  Jesus said in John 8:36 a most profound statement, the truth of which I’m still learning, “if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”       

II. Vs. 12 Free from not free to

Before we get stated, I again need to remind you to whom this letter was written.  Paul is writing to the Church of God in Corinth.  Corinth was a city dedicated to the worship of sex.  By far and away, sexual promiscuity was what was normal and accepted.  It was in this atmosphere that the Lord touched hearts and birthed His Church.  Even in an atmosphere that not only looked the other way towards sexual promiscuity but actually promoted its practice, the Lord speaks through Paul concerning God’s standard for our bodies and our sexual activities. In other words, the bar was not lowered to fit the culture in which the Church was planted.  I say this to answer any critic that may be tempted to say that God’s word is antiquated and out of touch with what is going on in our world today.  God’s standards have not changed and, frankly, the world’s sins haven’t either! 

Vs. 12 In the N.I.V. and N.R.S.V, you will notice that the words “All things are lawful for me” are in quotation marks, meaning that Paul is doing two things by using these words:

a. He is quoting what the Corinthians themselves believed.  They were espousing Epicurean philosophy which taught that pleasure is the only good, and, therefore, the very definition of what morality is.  Perhaps today, we would coin the phrase, “If it feels good, do it!” 

b. Second, Paul is using the argument that the professing believers used to justify their view of sexual promiscuity. It was, no doubt, similar to what Paul had spoken to them concerning God’s grace verses the Law. 

1. The law, or religion, (laws that bind) starts with the premise that “everything is wrong”, unless the Bible says that it is right.  Life is viewed from the negative, as if all fun is illegal, immoral or fattening.  One commercial promoting its product proclaimed that it was “Sinfully delicious”. 

2. Grace starts with everything being right except that which the Bible says is wrong, thus the perspective is positive. 

Now notice what Paul does not do in dealing with sexual promiscuity within the Church. He does not say, “The Law of Moses tells us that sex outside the bounds of marriage is sin!”  Instead, he allows grace to define morality and not the Law of Moses by using two statements that we need to ask ourselves concerning our freedom or liberty in Christ. Before I give those two statements of Paul’s, I’m going to expound a bit more on this area of freedom in Christ, as I’m afraid we Christians don’t understand it.  There are five verses that I’m going to use that shed light upon our freedom in Christ:

1. Rom. 8:21 “creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”  Here, Paul speaks of a yet deliverance for all of creation into the glorious liberty that we Christians now possess in Christ.

2. Gal 5:1 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”  Here we are admonished to stand in the liberty in which Christ has brought us and to not again become entangled.

3. Gal 5:13 “you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  Here we see how this liberty is to be applied not in serving the flesh but fellow believers.

4. James 1:25 “he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”  The state of blessing is found, James says, in living in Christ’s perfect law of liberty.

5. 1 Peter 2:16 “as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God.”  Peter as well expounds on our liberty serving Christ and not our old flesh.

So what does this have to say to us?  Well, first, it reveals the truth that as far as our Christian experience is concerned we are liberated or set free from that in which we were previously living. We Christians don’t much think of our “New life” in Christ as being full of freedom, do we?  Now it is no stretch for us to view our salvation from hell as being liberated, but do we think of our life that we now live in Christ as being liberated from the things we used to do?  We Christians walk between two things that will cause us bondage.  They will tie us up and render us ineffective towards Jesus and our fellow man. What are they? 

a. Law:  The Law is extreme, and it makes rigid demands on my life that neither I nor anyone else can live up to.  Paul wrote to the Galatians “a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” Why the law then?   Well, Paul says in Gal. 3:24-15, “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” 

b. License:  Or freedom (sometimes referred to as grace) can cause us to fall into bondage, as that which we are free to pursue causes us to be enslaved to it.  In other words, we can be in just as much bondage to our freedoms as we are to our lists of do’s and don’ts.  Consider the words of the author of Hebrews right after he had given us the “hall of faith” as he writes, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”   Here license is clearly viewed as a weight that would slow down our life and render us ineffective in finishing the race.   

Confused yet?  Perhaps you can better understand this by seeing how the world views us Christians:

a. LAW:  Some Christians have a list of do’s and don’ts and are in bondage to their list. The world sees them as prudes and self-righteous. 

b. LICENSE:  Other Christians behave just as much enslaved to the things of the world as non-Christians; the world looks at them and calls them hypocrites.

c. LIBERTY:  Paul speaks of yet another true group of believers who are not under the bondage to the law, but neither are they enslaved by the things they sought to make them free.

Okay, now we have two questions that we can ask ourselves to find out if we are walking in the freedom of Christ: 

1. “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful”.  So Paul takes that phrase of liberty that had been transformed into a license for sexual promiscuity and defines its freedom with the words, “but not all things are helpful.” The word “helpful” is a word that means “bearing together for good”.  Paul’s point is that anything that I pursue in my freedom that is not bearing together for good in my life, or the life of others, is in fact enslaving me.  Sin never brings a profit, always a loss; it never delivers what it has promised.  The moment the liberty that I sought begins to hurt me, or others, then I know that I do not have liberty or freedom but, instead, I am enslaved to what I thought was freedom.  Have you ever noticed how addicting things are that are not for your good?  You pursue things that are pleasurable and stay with them, even though they are not good for you.  People will tell you about quitting these habits by saying, “It’s easy to quit, whatever, I’ve done it 100 times!”  What?  You have quit, but you have done so 100 times?  Then you have never quit!  The moment I become enslaved to anything, then I have given up my freedom.  Are you free to or free from?  Okay, Pastor, how does this work?  Well, all things are lawful but is what I’m pursuing going to enslave me sooner or later?  Is my freedom to watch “R” rated sex scenes going to enslave my thoughts, attitudes or actions?  Yes.  So why would I use my liberty to place me back into bondage?  The world says that we need to be “freed up”, “let go man”, “express yourself”!  Yet, in every case, those that do end up being addicted to their self-expression. The greater question is “what is for my good?”  Well, what is for my good is to be more like Jesus, thus, anything that does not make me more like Jesus is then enslaving me, and I’m losing my freedom.               

2. “All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any”:  The second question we need to ask ourselves concerning “All things being lawful” is “Will what I’m pursuing set me free or become my master?”  The word for “power” is the Greek word meaning authority or mastery.  If the Lord which there masters us is true freedom, why would we want to do anything that will place us back under the “tyrant called self”?  The point is that anything that controls me is my Lord!  Folks can be a slave to fashion, or they can become enslaved by their passions and appetites.  The question concerning liberty is, “In this liberty is this thing going to have mastery over me?”  The party begins to control the person; the person who becomes sexually promiscuous can no longer think of themselves without that person or a person.  Everything is lawful for me as a Christian but only under One Master who always wants to see me living in true liberty.  So, what he permits is what I want, what His Word says is what I want to do.  I just want all that He has for me because in what He has for me, I have perfect freedom.
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I. Intro

Two weeks ago, we began to deal with Paul’s words to a sexually promiscuous Church. What is interesting to me is that in dealing with obvious sin according to God’s word, Paul does not bring in the law to correct them.  Instead, he illustrates what true freedom is.  You see, the problem that Paul faced was how he could correct an obvious sin without creating a new problem.  He had taught them about the freedom of the life in Christ, but some had twisted his words to mean that they were “free to” instead of “free from”.  Peter spoke of this tendency concerning Paul’s words in his letter when he said that some “unstable people twisted (his) words to their own destruction”.  We Christians walk a line with two things that will place the believer back into bondage:

· Law:  There are those believers who just paint their prison walls with trees, birds and a blue sky.  Their life is just as bound as it was prior to life in Christ, as they are being held by a list of do’s and don’ts.  It is what Paul called in Romans “the law of sin and death.”

· License: Then, there are a great many of us that walk in our old habits still bound by the things that have always held us.  John describes those things as “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”.  There is no freedom in those things; that is why we turned to Christ to begin with.  

Between those two things, the believer is to walk in liberty and freedom.  The glorious truth is found in the first part of that verse in Romans 8:2, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free”.  Jesus put it this way in John 8:36, “if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed”.  Free from the tyrant of self who would again place me back into bondage, free from the legalism that places me in a dead cell. That is the context of how Paul speaks concerning true “sexual freedom”.  That sounds strange in light of our society, does it not?  Can you imagine having a conversation with a friend or neighbor and telling them that you believe in “sexual freedom”?  Why, they would think you are into some pretty weird stuff.  But the truth is we Christians who understand this passage of scripture are sexually free.  That is what Paul has to say to the sexually promiscuous!

III. Vs. 13-14 The tail does not wag the dog

He now takes up the second part of what the Corinthian believers believed concerning the reason why they were involved in sexual promiscuity, natural desires and appetites.
Vs. 13 “Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods” – Again, this is in quotes which tells us that this was a phrase that the Corinthian believers were using to justify their practice of sexual promiscuity. What did they mean by the phrase? 

Well, they viewed sex as just a bodily function, as an appetite like food is to the stomach. “Hey, when my body tells me I’m hungry, I’ve got to eat!”  The problem is they did not understand sex and their bodies, and this phrase revealed as much.  There are several points that show the fallacy of such thinking:

1. Vs. 13a Although God has placed appetite as a way of our body telling us we need food, it is not a good thing to allow your body to tell you of your need to eat and what you need to eat.  Why?  Well, if you do, you will overeat and most likely eat the wrong kinds of foods.  I mean, how many times has my appetite told me I’m starving so I better go eat those donuts?  Gluttony as well as sexual promiscuity are both signs that the tail is wagging the dog! Wiersbe rightly put it this way, “Sex outside of marriage is like a man robbing a bank: he gets what he wants, but it is not his and he will one day pay for it. Sex within marriage is like putting money into the bank where there is safety and security, and you will collect interest as well! ”   

2. Vs. 13b Second, the Corinthians mistakenly viewed sex as merely a biological function that was a necessity of life.  As far as procreation was concerned, without sex the human race would die out.  But the individual person does not die if they do not have sex, which is the case if you do not eat. These Corinthians were using their biological sex drive to drive them rather than their relationship with the Lord.  Paul does not deny that “food is for the stomach and the stomach for foods”, but he goes on to say they are temporal and not eternal, as “God will destroy both” (verse 13 b).  Food and the stomach will not be necessary to sustain life in heaven within our glorified bodies.  Yes, it is true I need to eat in this body to live, but I won’t need to eat in the body that Christ has for me to live.  And since we are no longer just earthly creatures but heavenly ones, we ought not to let our bodies control our hearts.  

3. Vs. 13c-14 Here is one of the great truths that the world has no understanding of concerning human sexuality as it deals with our relationship with Jesus. Paul makes two powerful statements:

a. “Now the body is not for sexual immorality”: The first is negative.  It is what the body is not for, “sexual immorality”. Sex is not just a bodily function.  It is not just an itch that needs to be scratched or a toy to be played with.  To view sex as this is to be limiting its true place.  Sex is not just on a physical plain.  That is what Paul is saying here. The world views sex as just an act, as two bodies joining together in pleasure at least for one of them and then that’s it.  It’s over and done.  Now the problem is that it is not just a bodily function such as food is to the stomach.  It is also an emotional union. When two people join together, emotions join together as well.  That is why when two people have been intimate and then they break apart, their emotions and feelings are affected.  But there is more, dear Christian, to human sexuality than just physical and emotional, thus, the words “the body is not for sexual immorality”.  We are not just some super-evolved animal that goes around with instinct being driven without any ability to control our urges to mate.  Paul declares three amazing things about our bodies in this passage:

1. Vs. 13 Body is for the Lord and the Lord for the body: There is a union, a blending into one when we met the Lord. Our bodies became the Lord’s, and the Lord came to dwell in our bodies.  Sounds like marriage doesn’t it? 

2. Vs. 15 Our bodies became members of Christ.  We changed addresses.  The word members, here, is a word that is used for a limb like a leg or an arm.  My body does not belong to me; it is a part of Jesus now.  That is Paul’s point to the Romans (6:12-13) “do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”  

3. Vs. 19 Our bodies house the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus has given him to you. What is a temple used for?  Well, it is a place of worship and adoration of the Lord.  Paul tells the Romans as much in 12:1, “I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”  So right now in my life, looking at my body, “who am I worshiping?”      

b. “But for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.”  Look at these words again in the context: “The body is…for the Lord…and the Lord for the body”.  Man, what a perspective that our Lord is involved in our sexuality. It brings a whole new meaning to the phrase the two shall become one flesh! The definition of marriage is the joining of two people into an intimate union.  That is also a great definition of sex as well, as two Merge into one.  May I speak personal for a moment?  Sexual intimacy is the way a husband and wife share with each other something that words cannot express.  They are saying with all that is within them, “Take me, be with me, fill me with all that is you and take all that is me!”  That is what sexual intimacy in marriage is all about.  Yes, it is biological.  Yes, it is emotional.  But it is far more than just those two things.  Folks, it is spiritual and transcends time and space and reaches into eternity.  Oh, not sex itself, but the act of two becoming one flesh in the worship of their creator.  In heaven, there will no longer be a need for sexual intimacy but what it represents will still be very much a part of worship in our glorified bodies.  What does it represent?  It is what words alone cannot express, “the surrendering of all of what we are to each other in mutual worship of the living God”.  That is why sexual intimacy has long stood for the deepest expression of love and affection which two people can express. 

A few verses that seem to give understanding to this are found in the words of Jesus when he said something very intimate in John 14:20 “I am in My Father and you in Me, and I in you.”  There is a oneness that Jesus has with the Father and, because of our union with Jesus, goes far beyond just a physical and emotional expression to a spiritual expression.  Okay, I know this is hard to grasp, but, Christian, you and I are the only ones that truly ever enter into what God has designed for sex, and we can only do so with another person who is a believer that has yielded their life over to the possession of Christ.  Human sexuality is to envelope our whole being: physical, emotional and spiritual.  Allow me to close with Paul’s words concerning husbands and wives where he speaks of a mystery in Ephesians, “For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”  Something happens in a marriage union that symbolizes the union of intimacy that we have in Christ even though Paul spoke of it as a mystery.  

III. Vs. 15-20 Married to another

Vs. 15-16 Paul makes a very vivid point here, doesn’t he?  Again, notice the words “Do you not know?”  Is this ignorance on your part Paul asks?  Just read these words and allow them to sink into your understanding concerning sexual promiscuity, “Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot?” “Do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?”  The act of sexual intimacy, when we are believers, involves Jesus as He indwells us.  Listen to Jesus’ prayer for the disciples in John 17:23, “I in them and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” “Don’t you know that?” Paul asks?  The picture is when you engage in sex, you are having the Lord as part of it.  Can you imagine some professing believer that is about to engage in sexual promiscuity turning to Jesus and saying, okay, “Jesus, let’s go have sex with them!”  When a believer engages in sexual promiscuity, they are making Jesus a part of it.  This is why I tell believers that it is not all right to have sex with your boyfriend or girlfriend as you are making Jesus a part of it. 


Now I’ve heard all the excuses and reasons to have sex apart from marriage as a Christian, but all I can say is tell them, talk to Jesus as He is going with you. “Hey, Lord, you don’t mind do you?  I mean, I really like her and all.” “Jesus, we are not going all the way, we are going to just go to 2nd base, alright with you?”  I’m not trying to be flippant.   I’m just giving you what the Bible says concerning sexual promiscuity.  In Hebrews 13:4, the author spells it out by saying to us, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”  When we engage in sexual promiscuity, we are becoming one with that person, and we are placing Jesus there as well.

Vs. 17-18 When we became believers, we fused our life with His.  His identity became our identity; His life became the reason we live; we are one spirit with Him.  There is a union we have with Jesus.  Listen to the words of Paul to the Romans in 7:4 that we are “married to another; to Him, who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.”  Peter said in 2 Peter 1:4-7 that we have been “given…exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.”


So how do we handle sexual desire apart from marriage?  Toy with it.  See how close you can get without falling!  No, “flee sexual immorality!” Get out of there, man.  You are watching some movie and there is a scene, get up and leave. You’re with someone and your flesh is starting to get into it, get up and leave.  You don’t try to:

· Fight the urge

· Overcome the feeling

· Suppress the desire

No, you get away from that which is causing you to move in that direction.  If something is hot and it is burning your flesh, you don’t stay there and get burned.  You get up and remove yourself from it. 


Paul Goes on to say why we need to react that way, “Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”  Paul is not saying that sexual immorality is worse than any other sin.  What he is saying is that it has a unique effect on us that no other sin does.  Why?  Well, because God created sex with such special importance: the joining of two into one.  Sexual intimacy is the deepest union that humans can express in their bodies.  It is through this that the Lord has ordained the creation of life.  In every other case such as alcohol abuse or drug abuse, we take something from without to corrupt our bodies.  In the case of sexual promiscuity, we are taking that which belongs to Christ and uniting it with that which does not!  We are taking Jesus in our body and using Him to commit that which is against Him! 

Vs. 19-20 The final picture Paul paints is again a graphic one: “The Holy Spirit dwells in us, He has been given to us, and we have become a Church all to ourselves.”  When a believer engages in sex outside of marriage, they are, in all practical purposes, having sex in the Church sanctuary. 


Christian, you and I have been bought at a price.  Peter told us what that price was in 1 Peter 1:18-19 “you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”  Our redemption was “free” but not cheap!  It cost Jesus His life; His blood was spilled to purchase us to the Father.  So what’s the purpose of our lives now?  Well, Paul tells us to “glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.”  That’s what we are living for now, Christian.  The story is told of a fellow that went into a Church to worship and pray.  As he came into the building and went towards the sanctuary, there was a sign on the doors that read, “Do not worship here; closed for cleaning!”  Is that what is on the door of our hearts today?  Is Jesus being asked to partake in something in your life that He shouldn’t?       
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I. Intro

In the sixth chapter, Paul spoke on the purpose and design for sexual intimacy.  He finished with the truth that, since we have become believers having been bought at a price, our life’s purpose and goal is to “glorify God” whether that is in our bodies or our spirits.  In other words, we are to glorify the Lord in our attitudes and actions, inwardly and outwardly. 

As simple as that sounds, you and I know that the practice of this is very difficult, especially as it deals with relating to other people on this planet.  The closer those relationships become, the more difficult it becomes to glorify God.  Here is what I have found in my life with Jesus.  I forget that I don’t have any rights.  My life is not my own; it all belongs to Jesus.  My problem is not the theology of it.  It is the practice of it.  What?  Well, Jesus has me practicing the truth of that to other people.  In fact, He has me practice that to every other person on this planet.  Most of those strangers are one-time things, but some of those people are close and some I live with.  The closer the relationship, the more my attitude of “Who do they think they are?” and “You can’t treat me that way?” comes out.  Those phrases give way to the “I deserve better than this!” statement, and then I’m off to the races!  Folks, all of my interpersonal relationship battles come down to me forgetting “Who” purchased my life!  If it is Jesus that purchased my life, then He can do with it and give it away to whomever He chooses. That is the backdrop of this chapter, as we shall see whom the Lord has us giving our lives to. 

II. Vs. 1-5 The blessings of marriage

Vs. 1  There is an obvious break in this letter right here in this verse, as Paul switches from correcting the problems in the Church at Corinth to that of answering their questions.  From right here in this verse to chapter 16, verse 12, Paul will address seven different questions that the Corinthians wanted answered:

· Marriage

· Freedom

· Church life

· Spiritual gifts

· The resurrection

· Giving

· Visiting leaders
Apparently these questions came by way of a letter delivered by three of the members of the Church, “Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus” (16:17), who, no doubt, filled in the blanks.

The first question they wanted answered dealt with sex, marriage and being single.  You will notice that their questions concerning this are not given only the answers, so it is up to us to piece together what their question was based upon Paul’s answer.

His first answer: “It is good for a man not to touch a woman.”  Now this chapter does not deal with all of the specifics of marriage, only answers to questions they had.  They wanted to know, in light of the society they lived in, wouldn’t it be better that men and women stayed away from sexual relations altogether?  Is a celibate lifestyle what we all ought to be practicing?  Corinth was a sexually oriented society.  It was everywhere, a constant temptation, and they were thinking that perhaps it would be better if they just made a hard and fast rule that all Christians stop having sex and just live a celibate lifestyle.  The answer Paul gives is interesting, as he agrees first and then clarifies what he meant.  “It is perfectly proper for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman”, he says.  Notice that he does not say that it is preferable to having sexual relations, rather it is fine not to.  Paul had already addressed this in the last chapter when dealing with sexual intimacy, “If you are single then you are to be chaste!”  There is nothing wrong with being single, Paul will call it a gift, but he also calls marriage a gift as they are both. Allow me a little cultural understanding to give light on Paul’s words:

a. To the Jewish person to be unmarried was seen as being disobedient to the Lord’s command in Gen. 2:18 to be fruitful and multiply. 

b. The Roman empire allowed four types of marriages:

1. Slaves could be allowed by their owners to live together in a “tent companionship” and were allowed to stay that way as long as the owner wanted it to.  If the owner wanted to sell one of the partners, he could.  If he wanted to separate them and create a new relationship, he could.  Many in the Church of Corinth were slaves and had been married and separated several times. 

2. There were also those who practiced a form of “common law” marriage which recognized a couple to be married after they had lived together for one year.

3. There were also fixed marriages in which a father would sell his daughter to a man who would become her husband.

4. Finally, there was marriage that is most familiar to us but in their culture was reserved only for the wealthy.  In fact, the ceremony used in this type of Roman marriage has been passed down through the centuries and the ceremony is still just like it was practiced 2,000 years ago.  Both families participated in the planning of the wedding.  The bride had a maid of honor, the groom a best man.  They exchanged vows, the bride wore a veil and rings were worn on the third finger of the left hand.  At the end of the wedding, the bride tossed a bouquet of flowers, and the couple ate a cake especially made for them.

Divorce was extremely common with most of the populace, having been separated from whom they had originally been married under one of the four types of marriages.  Can you imagine the tension in the Church at Corinth between these groups?  You had the gentile believers who had been married several times and were no longer with anyone.  Then, there were those who had been married and were still with someone.  The Jewish believers who saw anyone that was single and wanting to stay that way in direct disobedience to the Word of God.  “What do we do Paul, now that we are Christians? Should we stay married?  If my spouse is an unbeliever, should I divorce them?  If I’m single, should I get married?” That’s the context of this passage.  So how does he answer them?  The first answer is directed to the Jewish believers who were putting pressure upon the gentile believers to marry. 

a. Vs. 1-2 “If you are single and happy, praise the Lord!”  How do you know if you are happy?  Well, if you are single and celibate (not wanting to have sex), then great, praise the Lord, stay that way.  There’s nothing wrong at all with being single.  It’s a gift as you can focus your attention on serving the Lord and glorifying Him.  How do you know if you have the gift of being single? Look at verse 9 “if they cannot exercise self-control, and they are on fire with passion (not for serving the Lord) but for sex”, then they are not called to be single.  The interesting thing for me is to see single people spend so much time trying to be with someone and married people spending so much time trying not to!  I’m convinced that it is the same problem in both cases, “self-centeredness”!  I know folks that are Christians and married yet basically still act as if they are single.  Then I know single people who are Christians and they act as if they are married. A great many people would like to be single except for the sex.  They want to have sex but not be devoted to their spouses.  Normally, this is a guy thing, but I’ve met some women who have the same opinion.  The bible’s position is being single means you are completely celibate.  “Oh, that’s not me man, I’m not called to that!” 

Great, no problem, as Paul is going to give us three things that must be in every marriage dealing with sexual intimacy in the marriage.  If you are single because of the situation and not because of calling, then you need to understand what sexual intimacy within the marriage is all about because perhaps you have a mistaken idea about it.     

b. Vs. 2 “If you are married and happy, praise the Lord!”  The first thing Paul says is that sex within marriage is characterized by two things:

1. Monogamy (a single mate) for your life.  Paul does not say “wives or husbands” but rather “his own wife and her own husband.”  If you are married, then you are to have sex only with your spouse for life; no one else is to share your body.  It is only for your spouse.  

2. Heterosexual and not homosexual.  Paul clearly says “let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.”  Paul gives no room for homosexual marriages as being pushed today.  He has already dealt with this issue in chapter six, verses 9-10 and said that they would not be in the kingdom of God.  The marriage union, monogamy, does not sanctify a homosexual union according to the Word of God.  It does not matter if that union is monogamous or if they were married in a Church. 

Pay attention now Christian because, if you are married or if you are single, these verses are going to shed some light upon how God has designed sex in marriage.  In fact, Paul is going to give us three things that must be part of the sexual experience within a marriage:

1. Vs. 3 Love: Notice carefully the words Paul uses here dealing with sex within marriage, “Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.”  Two things are here in this verse that give us an understanding of love as it deals with sex in a marriage:

a. “Affection”: The word here, used in the Greek, is found only three times in the N.T., here and in Eph. 6:7, where it is used as combining “Good and will”.  Paul could have used a Greek word that meant only sex, but he did not.  Some translations interpret this word as “kindness”.  Perhaps we could better use the word “romance”.  Webster’s dictionary defines romance as a “love story”.  Paul tells us that it is not about the sex.  It is about the love!  In other words, sex within marriage has everything to do with love of another more than self.  The word “render” means “give away”, thus, in marriage, we are to give away our love and that is what sex is all about.  It is not about getting pleasure.  It is all about giving pleasure! In marriage, we are to give our love to another, so Paul deals first with what we are to give away before he deals with how often we are to do so. Interesting to me that he addresses this to the man before he does the woman, “Men romance your wives” Paul says.   

b. “Due her”: Second, Paul describes the obligation of lovingly giving yourself to your spouse. The word “affection” defined what each person ought to give to their spouse.  The word “due” tells us that it is an obligation to do so.  Now listen carefully Christian, the emphasis is not on “You owe me” but rather “I owe you”.  I have heard many couples use this verse to describe something their spouse owes them, and the truth of the matter is it is not what is owed you rather it is what you owe your spouse!  It is all about giving and not getting when it comes to sex in the Christian marriage.  

2. Vs. 4 Surrender:  Here Paul switches the gender placing the exhortation first to wives then to husbands.  To husbands, Paul says give yourself away romantically to your wives.  But here, he says that wives need to surrender their bodies to their husbands.  In other words, sex in a marriage ought to be about surrender and not used as power over another.  To deprive your spouse of sex is to rip them off from what is theirs.  Our bodies belong first and foremost to God.  Secondly, they belong to our spouse and are to be given over to them in an expression of our love and devotion towards them.  There is no call to be celibate within the marriage covenant except for a short period of time that is mutually agreed upon for the purpose of drawing nearer to the Lord, (verse5).  Sex is designed like service in the body of Christ; we only gain as we give ourselves away in total surrender.  Now just as I said a minute ago, it is not about me demanding sex from my wife, rather it is about me recognizing that I’m to give myself to her regularly.  Sex is not just about procreation.  It is also about pleasure, not ours but our spouses’.  Our bodies belong to the Lord first and our spouses second, so it is not theirs to give to another.  Their authority over our bodies comes from our surrender to the Lord.          

3. Vs. 5 Respect: Finally, Paul brings up the only reason for keeping ourselves from giving our bodies over to pleasing our spouse is out of respect for each other.  Yet this is given some definite guidelines as well: 

a. “except with consent”: The spouse needs to be informed and agree to the terms.  Why?  Because your body is their body!  

b. “For a time”:  That is to say that there is a specific time frame set for not giving yourself to your spouse romantically. 

c. “that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer”:  Paul says that the purpose must be to draw nearer to the Lord.  Though not specifically said, in doing this, we would become better for our spouse. 

d. “and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control”: Finally, Paul says that they need to make sure that this is not a prolonged time, as it would give room for the enemy to rip off our spouse by way of temptation.  Husbands and wives are then to resume their normal sexual relationship after that time is over.

The underlining point of this verse is “respect”: respecting the desire of our spouse above that of ourselves.  Paul wrote generally of this in Philippians 2:3-4 when he said, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interest, but also for the interests of others.”

III. Vs. 6-9 The blessings of being single

Vs. 6  The word “concession” is a word that means “to think the same thing as someone else”  So Paul is saying that he is aware of the blessedness of singleness and, by his last words, not making a commandment for single people to get married.  His point is a persona spiritual maturity, or lack of it, is not determined by their marital status. 

Vs. 7  He now takes up the gift of being single, and he says that he wished that all men were as he was.  Paul was free to serve Christ in whatever capacity the Lord had for him. When you are married, your first ministry is towards your spouse.  You are to give yourself towards that relationship first and others get the leftovers.  But when you are single you can give all your time to the Lord.  It is a wonderful thing to spend all of your time serving the Lord.  It is also glorious to spend your time serving the spouse the Lord has given you.  Both are gifts from God, though very different, and are equal value in the eyes of the Lord.  Paul makes it clear here as well, as the words he would share with Timothy, that he was not into the false teaching that some had that forbid people to marry (1 Tim. 4:1-3). 

Vs. 8-9 There are three classifications of single people, two of which are given to us here:

a. “Unmarried”: It is clear by the use of this word that these were folks who at one time were married but were at this time no longer married. They were not virgins, and they were not widows.   

b. “Widows”: They were at one time married, but their spouse has passed away

c. Vs. 28 “Virgin”: Finally, there are those who have never been married and are placed in the category as virgins. 

So Paul says to the first two groups who have had sexual relations in a marriage that it would be better for them to remain single, as long as they did not desire sexual relations and were able to exercise self-control then serve the Lord.  But if they were consumed about being with a spouse, then they ought to think of becoming married again.  What do we learn in this passage?  Well, several things:

a. Unmarried: Clearly there are reasons permissible in scripture for those once married to again get married to another. 

1. If they are widowed and God has not gifted them with being single, then it is fine for them to get married.  In fact, in 1 Tim 5:14 Paul said of the younger widows that it was more “desirable that the younger widows marry”. 

2. If they have been married and divorced prior to becoming a Christian, then they are a “new creation” in Christ and again they are free to remarry, if that is the gift God has given them.  It is clear here that Paul speaks of those who are believers and are presently divorced from their spouse. 

b. Next let me suggest to all those that are single several things:

1. Nowhere are you allowed in scripture to become unequally yoked with a nonbeliever simply because you are not called to be single (2 Cor. 6:14).

2. If you are called to be married and are not yet married, then here is what you can do while you are waiting to become married.  Stop looking for the right person and start working on becoming the right person!  If you are single and called to be married, then God has the person for you when the time is right and not a moment sooner. 

3. Don’t settle for anything other than the type of person that you have become in the Lord, “loving, tender hearted, a servant of Jesus”. 

4. Avoid anything or anyone that is a distraction for you to become the right person.  Stay away from single groups that are designed as pick up joints.  Pray and grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus and use the time God has given you of being single to glorify Him!    
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I. Intro

We come now to a very difficult passage of scripture as Paul deals with marriage and divorce.  This topic is emotionally charged on all sides with real hurts and pains from those who have gone through divorce, as well as those who have stayed in painful marriages.  I do not wish to cause anyone more pain than what they are currently under, yet I will not compromise the truth of God’s Word.  It seems to me that the balance of this section is to offer the truth in a heart that breaks at the pain of failed relationships, some of which is self inflicted. 


Paul gave what I called last week the three keys to a great love life:

· Love:  That is seen as affection that is owed by me towards my spouse

· Surrender:  Of my life and my body for the pleasing of my spouse

· Respect:  A heart that always honors and respects my spouse in a way that seeks their interests above my own  

That is God’s plan for marriage.  It is what each of us, in our married life, need to seek Him to bring about in our lives. Where the individuals in a marriage continue to seek those three things, marriage is the closest thing to heaven on earth.  Where they don’t, it can be the most agonizing relationship a person can endure in this life.  My wife and I have celebrated more than 24 years of marriage and, through the power of the Spirit of God we have a better marriage now than we did when we first got married.  Have there been difficult seasons in our relationship over the years?  Yes, but the key has always been putting Christ first and treating her as I would want to be treated, regardless of how she treated me.  Perhaps you are here this morning in what you feel is a hopeless situation concerning your marriage or separation.  Peter wrote to the Church that was enduring a severe trial to “rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ”.  That is our hope that we will be one day in the presence of Jesus and all these things shall pass away. 

II. Vs. 10-11 Believing marriages

Vs. 10  Some have sought to lessen Paul’s words concerning marriage, divorce and remarriage based upon the phrase “I command, yet not I but the Lord” and its companion phrase of verse 12 “to the rest I, not the Lord, say”.  Clearly, Paul is making a distinction between his words and the words of the Lord, but it is not as some say a distinction between:

a. What is inspired and what is not

b. Nor is it a distinction between what Paul taught and what God’s word teaches

What it is a distinction of is what the Lord taught while on earth and what the Lord has taught Paul while He is in heaven through the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s take this section here apart and look at it:

To whom does he address in verses 10-11?  Well, he calls them “the married”.  Clearly, the “married” are different than the “rest” of verse 12 and the “unmarried” of verse 8.  So how do we determine just who these folks are?  Well, we start with what we do know.

· Vs. 12 “The rest”: Are described for us as those marriages where one of the members of the marriage is a born again believer in Jesus and the other one is not.  We will take them up in verses 12-16.

· Vs. 8 “The unmarried”:  Are single people who are neither widows (verses 8) nor those who have never been married (virgins verse 25).  That would mean that they were those who, before they were Christians, were married and divorced and are presently single believers.  We dealt with this group last week, and Paul said to them it was better for them to remain single, but that if God had not given them the gift of singleness then they should remarry.  Of course, they would need to remarry a born again believer.

· Vs. 10 “The married”: By process of elimination, Paul is addressing those marriages where both partners were born again. 

So what does God’s word have to say concerning divorce and remarriage where both are born again believers?  First, Paul says that what he has to say is not a “suggestion”; it is a “command” not just from him but also from Jesus.  This word command as used here appears 30 times in the N.T. and, almost every time, the word is rendered command. What is it that the Lord commands believers in a marriage to not do? 

· “A wife is not to depart from her husband.” and “a husband is not to divorce his wife.” 

What does that tell us?  Well, it tells us what Jesus taught, that the marriage bond cannot be dissolved by the option of those involved in the covenant.  No matter what our society says, a marriage of two believers cannot be annulled by the will of the man or woman.  In Malachi 2:16, God told us that “He hates divorce”.  Jesus, when questioned about divorce in Matt. 5 was asked by the Pharisees, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”  To which Jesus replied, “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?  So then, they are no longer two but one flesh.  Therefore, what God has joined together, let not man separate.”  Thinking they had Jesus going against the Law they said, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” And Jesus

explained to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”  Do you see that?  God permits that which He hates!  Why?  Because of the hardness of our hearts, but it is not His design.  Here is what we see.  Marriage is not about what man has joined together, but rather about what God has joined together.  Thus, marriage between believers is to be one man with one woman for life!  It cannot be reduced to nothing, made of no effect or legally declared invalid by man!  The only thing, according to Jesus, that breaks what God has joined together is adultery.  And, even within this, it is not commanded that the spouse divorce the offending partner, but it is allowed for the hardness of your heart. 


The Bible teaches that incompatibility, bad temper, cruelty, sickness, crime or anything else is not grounds for divorce when two believers are married. As I say these words, I am not ignorant of the ugliness of the sin nature (flesh) of people.  I have witnessed it first hand in my own life where I have been a self centered jerk who only cares about what is due me.  In that state, I can treat my precious gift, God’s daughter, my sister in the Lord, with a horrible cruelty.  I have done enough marriage counseling to have seen the effects of those who refuse to surrender their lives to Jesus and abuse drugs and alcohol. I have seen husbands who ignore their wives except for the bedroom, and wives who constantly badger their husbands.  Let me speak plainly to this issue.  A Christian marriage that is being lived without each of the partners surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus is absolute misery!  Yet with that said, divorce is still not Biblically permissible. 


Now look at what Paul says here to those who because of such affliction have so chosen to leave, “But even if she does depart.”  It is clearly better for them to start dying to self, but if there is a situation where the woman is being beaten, there is alcohol or drug abuse, such hatred and bitterness that a spouse leaves, then they are given only two options:

a. “Let her remain unmarried”: If they have separated, then they are to be celibate for the rest of their life, unless the spouse dies.  Then they would be free to remarry.   

b. “Be reconciled to her husband”:  If they want to be married, then they would need to be reconciled to their spouse. 

What this statement does is point out to us the seriousness of marriage in the eyes of the Lord.  The specifics of what has caused a believing spouse to separate from their believing mate is not given, nor is it recommended, it is left to the person. But the outcome of leaving is very much spelled out, remain unmarried or be reconciled.  If they have gotten divorced and then remarried, then they have done so in direct violation of the word of God.  As such, obviously two wrongs don’t make a right, but you ought to repent and confess such rebellion to both your new spouse as well as your former one!  Again, my heart aches for such marriages where there is horrible turmoil, but divorce is not the answer.  Dying to your self-centered life is.  With very few exceptions, most marital problems that appear are a 50/50 proposition, and the only person we have the power to change in our marriage is ourselves.  So even when a couple separates, or even divorces, the problems that caused the separation or divorce remains, as we were part of the problem.  It is always a Lordship issue when marriages get out of shape. Who is Lord of your life, Jesus or yourself? 

III. Vs. 12-16 Mixed marriages

Vs. 12-13  Now we come to mixed marriages where one is a born again believer and the other is not. The problem was they were married and then became a Christian, but the spouse was not so they wanted to know if they should leave the non-believing mate.   To this, Paul says, “As long as they are willing to live with you, then don’t to try to leave!”  As far as the Christian is concerned, they are to treat their non-believing spouse as if they were Jesus.  Live out your faith.  Don’t just speak about it.  Peter addresses this with ladies who had become believers in 3:1 where he says to them to “be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives.”  He then gives them the specifics by saying “let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.”  If you have an unbelieving husband Christian wife, then live out your faith.  Let them see Christ in you; let them see what they are missing by the way you treat them. Not that long ago, we had a lady come to Jesus here and as soon as she prayed to receive the Lord she asked me what she was to do with her husband, and I gave her the words of Peter.  Well, bless her heart, she did just that and, about 2 months later, her husband who was not a Christian wanted to go to Church to see for himself.  When I met him, his first words were, “I had to come to church to see what was going on here that could cause so much change in my wife!” 

Vs. 14  The word “sanctified” does not refer to being saved but rather being set apart. In other words, Paul is saying that as you are living your life applying God’s word towards your spouse and your Children, God may very well use that witness to touch their lives. Paul is telling the Corinthian believers involved in mixed marriages not to look for a way out but rather to look for a way IN!  Is that not glorious?  Pray for your unbelieving spouse and live a life surrendered to Jesus.  Treat them just as if they were the Lord and watch the Lord work! 

Vs. 15-16 Finally, Paul addresses those mixed marriages where the unbelieving spouse is not willing to stay in the relationship, even after you have lived the life treating them like they were Jesus.  Let them depart!  That is if the unbelieving spouse wants to leave because of your Christ like witness, then you are not to hinder them.  You are not to keep them from leaving.  Why?  Well, it is twofold:

a. We are called to peace: God does not win us by constraint but rather He woos us through grace and freedom.  Now I remind you that this is dealing with the unbelieving spouse leaving, not the believing one.  There is nothing more wonderful to be married to them, a person who has surrendered their life to the Lordship of Jesus and treats you as if you were Jesus.  If an unbeliever doesn’t want to stay in that relationship, then let them go which is even a further witness.  Paul furthermore says that the believer is not under bondage in such a case.  In other words, they are free to marry again, if God has not given them the gift of singleness. 

b. We don’t know whether we will be used to save our unbelieving spouse:  Yes, it is true that God can, and often does, use the witness of the believing spouse to win the non-believing spouse to the Lord, but He doesn’t always.  So, the point Paul makes is if you have so lived a surrendered life to the Lord treating your spouse as you would Jesus and they have left you, then perhaps the reality of living a life apart from such a person living in obedience to Jesus will bring them to the reality that they need the Lord.  

As we close, we need to be honest and repentant, as far as it concerns out marriages.  We need to stop living self-centered lives and start living lives surrendered to Jesus.  If all of us committed to practicing God’s word in our lives for us, apart from our spouse doing anything, then 50% of our marriage problems would automatically change!  Here now Jesus words in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
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I. Intro

Paul has given us biblical guidelines dealing with marriage and divorce. Yet, when we come to these verses of 17-24, he speaks of circumcision versus uncircumcision, of slavery versus being a free man. What is not immediately apparent is the connection between married and unmarried, Jews and Greeks, slaves and freedmen.  What is the common denominator in these two sections?  The illustrations of verses 17-24 are put alongside marriage as it deals with changing one’s circumstances.  Thus, Paul speaks of changing inwardly and not outward circumstances. 


Let me ask you a question, and I want you to write your answer down.   “If you could only change one thing in your life, what do you think would make the biggest difference to you?”  Many of you perhaps wrote education, career or income.  Some wrote down marriage or family.  All of those are good, and I believe that changing some of these things perhaps would make some changes in your life.  But the greatest change that can occur in your life is not outside but rather inside. The thing that will make the greatest impact on you and those around you is not an outward change.  It is rather an inward change.  You see, we often think that if those things around me, outside of my control, would change, then I would be happy and at peace. What I’m about to say will blow your mind: the thing that will make the greatest difference in your life right now is a change in you!  Paul is going to illustrate that with two very difficult circumstances that the believers in Corinth wanted to change.

II. Vs. 17-19 What matters

Vs. 17  The connection between verse 16 and verse 17 is not that easy to grasp, as Paul had been speaking to those Christians in mixed marriages about living in their marriages as unto the Lord.  To the one he said if your unbelieving spouse is willing to live with you, then don’t you try to get out of the marriage.  Then in his next breath, he gave the opposite scenario.  If the unbelieving spouse wants to leave and divorce, don’t contest it. To those statements Paul now adds, “But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk.  And so I ordain in all the churches.”  The context becomes clearer, based upon the illustration in verse 18 between circumcision and uncircumcision.  Still not sure?  Paul gives two areas that the Corinthian church faced that were equally as difficult to live under as a mixed or bad marriage:

a. Vs. 18-19 Circumcision and uncircumcision: This was the issue that dealt with whether, when you got saved, you were a gentile or a Jew. 

b. Vs. 21-24 Slave or free: This dealt with the issue of ownership in the lives of those who got saved.

You see, people think if they can change their particular situation, then everything would be better.  Paul is dealing with “The grass is always greener” syndrome!   It is part of our nature to want to:

· Change our circumstances

· Change our society

· Change other people

But the primary purpose of the Word of God is to change us!  “As God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk.”  Paul is not anti-change.  He is simply saying that where you may find yourself is designed to change you inwardly.  As I said before, stop trying to get out of your situation and start getting everything out of your situation!  We often say, “I need a change!”  Instead, we need to say, “I need to change!”  Here is what God would have you know about your present circumstance:

a. “God has distributed”: The word “distributed” is rendered elsewhere as “divided”.  In other words, God has given or “divided” to each one of us the life we now have with its present circumstances.  The radical nature of the gospel is to be found not in what it does to our outside circumstances but rather what it does to our inside in spite of our outside.  I think of two part epoxy glue in which you need to combine the two parts to make it work.  We often think that our happiness, our peace, is tied to the combining of two or more things.  But the cool thing is that God works to change us inwardly and most often He uses the things we want changed on the outside to change our inside!  Still don’t get it?  Well, think of it this way, the most difficult and at times impossible things to change in our lives are the things outside of our control, right?  Well, God has simplified the process as far as joy and peace are concerned.  You need not try to change those things; instead, you can allow them through the word of God and the Spirit of God to change you!     

b. “The Lord has called”: The point is that at the time of your salvation, whatever your situation, the Lord’s work in saving was you not altered or hindered in making the single greatest change in your life from “dead in our sins” to “alive in Christ”.  God did not have to change the circumstances in order to save you, did He?   The gospel did not come in and change everything around us.  No, instead, it changed us in spite of everything around us.  The gospel is like laser surgery.  It goes right after the infected area without touching everything else.  I love to hear people’s testimonies of how they became Christians.  They are all so very different as far as circumstances are concerned, yet the changed life is always the same. 

c. “So let him walk”: The “him” here is you and I.  So here is how it works.  God saved us in the midst of circumstances.  He came right through all those barriers and changed us. Yeah, well now we walk as changed people in the midst of those same circumstances. You see the radical nature of Christianity is not to be found in how it changes our circumstances, but rather how it changes us in our circumstances.  In other words, the world is changed through personal regeneration and not situational revolution!  I think of the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego who were saved walking in the midst of the fire and were not hurt because the Son of God was with them. They were saved through the fire, not out of the fire.  And interestingly enough, that was the testimony that spoke to the unbeliever Nebuchadnezzar. 

We want the situation to change so that we will be happy or at peace, but what God does is far better as He saves us through the situation.  I hope this is making sense to you because, if it does, it will change how you view life!    

Vs. 18 Paul here uses a very real situation that many of the Corinthian believers faced, that prior to becoming a Christian, they were either Jew (circumcised) or gentile (uncircumcised).  Now God called them in the state they were in and many of the Jews, after becoming believers, tried to deny their Jewishness.  There was actually a medical procedure in ancient literature that tried to change that by making a physical change.  In fact, the word used to describe that medical procedure is the same word used by Paul here for “uncircumcised”. 


Likewise, many of the gentile believers were trying to become Jewish by getting circumcised and, in fact, there was quite a lot of pressure put on them by their fellow Jewish brothers to do so, saying that they needed to become Jews first before they could become a Christian. 


How does this relate to marriage or change in general?  Well, it is obvious that many of the Corinthian believers were trying to change by changing their “physical” circumstances.  I find that true with us as well.  Admittedly, we are not trying to change physically like these Corinthian believers were, but we do so in other ways.  I think many of us see the bulk of our problems as dealing with the need for a “physical” change.  “If such and such would just change, then all my problems would dissolve!”  “If I just wasn’t married or married to another person, then all of my problems would be fixed.”  Or for those who are single, “If I was just married, then all of my problems would be fixed!”  We think like this in terms of our finances and where we live and work as well, don’t we?  We are often trying to see some physical change occur to make us feel better, but it is at best only temporary.  You go out and buy a new car, and it makes you feel better for a month or so.  You wash it daily and can’t wait to get in it and drive.  But after a few months, it never gets washed or cared for at all.  People think about that in terms of marriage as well, don’t they?  They meet some person who makes them feel a certain way; they meet their needs, so they get married.  Then they find out that the person doesn’t always meet their needs, and they get upset. 

Vs. 19  So what’s the answer?  Well, Paul says two things in regards to banking upon physical change as the answer to peace and happiness:

a. “Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing”: Neither of these physical-altering things will have any lasting change on the human heart.  The change of physical did not make any difference as far as personal peace or happiness.  Instead, Paul would later say to the Romans (2:28-29); “he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.”  It is a change of heart that matters, not a change in the physical realm. 

b. “But keeping the commandments of God is what matters”: So what do I change?  I obey the Word of God in my life; that is what changes me! Obeying God’s Word is the only thing that will produce lasting change in my life.  What is cool is that it does not matter if my spouse changes or not, I will see more peace and joy in my life by simply allowing the Spirit of God working through the Word of God to change me.  Only my own sin can keep me from obeying and serving the Lord. There exists no circumstance, situation or person that can keep me from obeying the Word of God and serving the Lord except ME! 

Paul has just saved you and I endless years of turmoil by saying “Hey, you don’t need a physical change; all you need is to allow God’s Word by His Spirit to change your heart!”  How do I know that obeying the Word of God in my life will work?  Well, if it doesn’t work, then it didn’t work as far as saving you either!  No, obeying the Word of God in my life saved me, but it can’t change me!  That’s foolish to think that way, isn’t it?  Christian, listen to me, “Change will occur for you when you get beyond the place where you can’t stand your situation to where you just can’t stand YOU!”  I’m so sick of Dale; I just don’t want to be like him any longer.  It is often those situations that bring it to light to me as well. What would happen if you had a car that only ran well from Noon to 3:00 P.M. every day?  Would you try to change your physical life around only driving your car from Noon to 3:00?  Would you just resolve to walk and forget driving altogether?  Would you sell the car?  Why not repair the car?  What needs to change is the car, not the circumstances.  You drive the car.  Christian, you’re the car.  Allow the Lord to change you! 

III. Vs. 20-24 Free to be Christ’s slave

Vs. 20 Paul repeats the phrase of verse 17 about not trying to alter your circumstances. This time, though, instead of the physical changes we try to make, he is going to use another way we Christians try to change things instead of changing ourselves.  

Vs. 21-22 This time, Paul speaks to the very real issue that many of them faced and that was slavery. He is not speaking as to the evils of slavery here.  What he is saying is from the position of a slave that, even in that very terrible social condition, Jesus can and did still save those who were slaves.  It would be very easy for us to think of wanting to be free if we were slaves.  It is very emotional, isn’t it?  Someone else owned these Christians.  They were told where they had to live, what they had to do and even who they could marry.  Paul is not for slavery.  In fact, if you could purchase your freedom, then he would recommend that.  His point is that the emotional state of bondage did not hinder the Lord’s work in your life.  Here is where Paul is going; there are a great many Christians who want freedom from the emotional slavery of their situation.  So they spend all their time trying to plug in different things to liberate them from their unhappiness.  But they don’t realize that what hold them captive are not the circumstances but rather their reaction to them!  I have so enjoyed reading the story of Joseph because through 20 years of bondage he lived as a freeman!  The key was the presence of the Lord in his life. 


Look at verse 22.  If you were called while you were a slave, then the Lord has made you free in the heart.  But if you were free when the Lord called you, then you are to realize that it is not about you, it is all about Him!  You see, Christian, liberation is from the inside out and not from the outside in.  What that means is that the key lies in my recognition that nothing can separate me from the love of God. 

Vs. 23-24 Finally, Paul offers two things that will help you into a place of peace and joy in spite of your present circumstances:

a. “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men”: The first truth Paul gives us is that the moment we received Christ there was a change in ownership.  The purchase price was the blood of Jesus, therefore, we need not be caught up into thinking that what we need is some sort of outward change. Since Christ’s blood changed us spiritually from dead to alive, we can now trust this same blood to transform us.  Paul would further elaborate on this in 2 Cor 3 when he wrote saying that we, “behold as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord.”  Change is only possible through Jesus; man, does that solve a lot of my problems.   

b. “Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called”: The second part of this is a “how to” in handling those circumstances that we seek to try to change.  The answer is “remain with God in that state”. The key to change is remaining in constant fellowship with the Lord while you allow Him to change your heart. 

It is my sincere prayer that each of us will desire to have the Lord change us above and beyond our present circumstances.  Christian, when that begins to take place the peace you once had in the Lord, the joy you daily experienced, will return, and your change will change the world! 
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I. Intro

Paul has answered the Corinthian believers’ questions concerning sex in marriage, the right and wrongs of divorce and remarriage.  Then last week, he dealt in detail with what to do personally if you find yourself in a difficult marriage.  It can be summed up very easily.  “You need TO change” not “A” change.  Now we come to this section where Paul deals with the advantages and disadvantages of single life. 

One author described marriage as, “The pressing together of two people who are still two separate personalities, two distinct people who each have their own likes and dislikes, their own emotions, temperaments and wills.”  He went on to say, “Each partner in marriage will have bouts with anger, selfishness, dishonesty, pride, forgetfulness and thoughtlessness.  This will be true in the best of marriages, but, when one or both are acting in the flesh being immature, self-centered, temperamental, then every conflict will become even more magnified.”  Upon hearing Jesus’ words concerning marriage for life, the disciples responded in Matthew 19:10 with, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”  I’m afraid that people spend far more time praying over which car they ought to purchase and where they ought to live than with whom they will spend the rest of their lives. Just about every love story between two people ends with the words “And they lived happily ever after”, but I have found that to make my marriage “happy” I can’t be living selfishly at all!  Interestingly enough, today many people feel that marriage holds all the keys to their self-fulfillment.  In fact, their search is centered on someone meeting their needs.  If you want someone just to meet your needs for attention and companionship, to be at your beck and call when you want but not around when you don’t, what you need is not a human - you need a dog!  So, in this section, we are going to look at reasons for and against marriage.

II. Vs. 25-28 Seek not

Vs. 25 Paul’s words here set the context for what he has to say in the remainder of this chapter dealing with pros and cons for marriage.  He lets his readers know two things right up front:

a. What he is going to speak on deals with “virgins”.  Now remember those three classifications of single people, “widowed, divorced and never been married”. In each of these three types of single Christian people, no matter which category of single people they are, all are called now to a celibate life.  You cannot, based upon the obedience to the Bible, be a single to a born again believer who is not married but still enjoying a sexual relationship with someone.  If a person is doing this and says that they are not married, then what they are is out of fellowship with the Lord who paid for their soul with His own blood!

b. The second thing he lets them in on concerns his authority of what he is about to say.  The phrase, “I have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy”, have led some to think that Paul is just giving an opinion and, therefore, it is something that we need not pay attention to.  Yet clearly, that is not the context as he says, “I give judgment as one whom the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy”.  As well, in verse 40 he says, “I also have the Spirit of God.”  So why does he add these words?  Well, it is because he is not dealing with a moral issue such as sexual immorality. You see, it is not against God’s word for a person to be married, nor is it against the Bible to remain single.  Both of these are based upon God’s calling upon your life.  So what he offers is biblical guidelines to help clarify whether or not you are called to be married. 

Vs. 26-28 Look carefully at this section with me as a whole, and you will notice that verse 27 is the key to understanding the verse that precedes it, as well as the one that follows it.  Twice in that verse, the phrase, “do not seek” is repeated, and Paul puts with those words the two possibilities: being in either singleness or marriage.  Simply put, if you are single, you ought not to seek to be married.  And if you are married, you ought not to seek to be single.  Clear enough!  What I appreciate about this phrase is that being married or being single is not something we are to seek.  Rather, it is a calling or a gifting given us by God.  But just what would cause him to say that in the first place?  Well now, look at verse 26 and the words “present distress” and then at verse 28 and the word “trouble”.  Before we look at these two things, let’s discover what they have in common. 

a. First, both of these things would and do fall under the heading of “CRISES” don’t they. 

b. Secondly, both distress and trouble cause us to have “STRESS”.

So it appears that Paul is making a general observation that being single during a time of crisis will be less stressful.  Don’t get me wrong.  There are advantages to being married during a crisis as well.  As a matter of fact, I can think of three:

1. Companionship: When you are married and you are facing a crisis, then you are not facing it alone, and that can be a very helpful thing.

2. Comfort: When you are facing a crisis that causes you stress, it is great to have someone on your side to offer you comfort.

3. Care: Finally, when you are facing a crisis that causes you stress, you have someone there that cares enough for you to tell you the truth. 

Now Paul gives us two separate crises that cause us stress:

a. Vs. 26 “Present distress”: Commentators disagree on just what this was in Corinth. Some say it was a local persecution.  Others say since this was written 10 years before the fall of Jerusalem, it had to do with an increase of trials throughout the Roman empire. Others put this “present distress” as the troubles within the church in Corinth which was having divisions.  I’m afraid that what each of the commentators fail to realize is that:

1. Paul does not specify what it is specifically; thus, it was perhaps several things.

2. That it was “present”, something that they were going through at that moment, and, thus, could very well be something different next week or next year.

3. Finally the word “distress” means calamity; in other words, what they were facing was outside of them but still affecting them. 

A lot of things could fit in that category, couldn’t they?  I mean a loss of job, a world war, a car accident, a death of a loved one.  So Paul’s statement is that during times and seasons when several things seem to be hitting you all at once, it is good to be single. Now before you all get mad at me, you need to recognize that Paul is not giving a comparison of right and wrong during crises but rather good and better.  I can see three ways in which it would be easier to be single during a present crisis from the outside:

1. More flexible: When all you have to do is deal with whatever it is from your perspective and not anyone else’s, then you can be more flexible. For instance, your company wants you to move to the orient for a year and a half. If it is just you, that is really a lot less stress than having to either leave your family or relocate them.

2. More adaptable: Not only are you more flexible to outside situations that cause stress, you are also more adaptable once you’re in them.  Again, it is a lot less stressful for one person to adapt to a crisis than it is for a whole family.
3. Less responsible: If you are single and in a crisis, the only person you are responsible for is you and that is a lot easier than a whole family.  

b. Vs. 28 “Trouble”: Clearly this “trouble” that Paul speaks of is different than the present distress above.  How do we know?  Well, look at where this trouble is “in the flesh”.  The point is that it is hard enough to have just one sinner to live with himself let alone live with another sinner. When the fleshly nature is multiplied, the opportunity for trouble doubles and living closely with any individual for any length of time will enable you to see more of them than you bargained for and they you. People that don’t spend much time with you only see what you want them to see, but people who see you all the time see what you really are.  Marriage involves conflicts demands, hardship; self sacrifice adjustments that being single doesn’t.  I mean if you are living by yourself and you want to watch a ball game and “The Sound of Music comes” on another channel no problem. Where you go, what you do, all of those things are no trouble. The truth of the matter is a lot of single people think that getting married will solve the problems of lust or other things, but the truth is it doesn’t. Marriage is a gift, but it is not a cure all anymore than being single is. They both have advantages and disadvantages; that is why you are not to “seek” either. 

So Paul says if you are married don’t try to live as if you were single, and if you are single don’t wish you were married. Then in verse 28 he says, if you do marry, you have not sinned.  Notice that he lists those that marry and then the virgin, so that means the widower and the person divorced prior to becoming a Christian as well as the person who has never been married. You see, there was a push at that time that said singleness was more blessed than being married, but Paul clearly says that it is not immoral to marry. What a full circle we have come, as now there is such a push to get married. 
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I. Intro

Last week, we began looking at some of the advantages of the single life as compared with married life.  But Paul was clear that he was not speaking in terms of right and wrong but rather “good and better”.  In verses 25-28, he stressed several things:

· Vs. 27 Do not seek: Marriage or being single is not something that a Christian should seek after, rather it is something they are called to, so seek the Lord for His will in your life. 

· Vs. 26 Present distress: Married life, by the sure fact that there are two people, will compound life’s trials. Yes, there are advantages to being married while going through difficult times such as “companionship, comfort and care”, but these are not guaranteed to be granted to you just because you are married, even in a relationship that honors the Lord.  However, you will be guaranteed “more flexibility, greater adaptability and far less responsibility” through trials that you will face in life if you remain single. So if you are single and you think you want to be married, then Paul points this out so you can consider this before you get married.  

· Vs. 28 Trouble in the flesh: The other thing that married life brings that single life doesn’t face is two distinct people with separate personalities, each having their own likes and dislikes, emotions, temperaments and wills, who at times will have bouts with anger, selfishness, dishonesty, pride, forgetfulness and thoughtlessness. For two people to live happily ever after will take a complete commitment from two people who will remember that it is “THEY lived happily ever after” and not “I” lived happily ever after.  There may be an “I” in the spelling of marriage, but there can’t be any “I” if you want to live happily!     
Paul moves on to offer two more advantages to being single as well as two disadvantages.   

II. Vs. 29-31 Time is short

Vs. 29-31 The key to understanding this section is to be found in two phrases:

a. Vs. 29 “Time is short”: The word here refers to a fixed period of time, and Paul says that this fixed period of time is short. Some think that Paul is referring to the rapture of the Church and the second coming of Jesus. And as such, his admonishment is that we all ought to be living as if Jesus will return for us today.  Others see this as speaking of human life in general inasmuch as life is just a vapor; it here today, then gone.  In other words, you ought to make the best of every opportunity that your new life in Christ has granted you for eternity. Personally, I don’t see much difference between the two, as the outcome is the same. We ought to be living as if tomorrow is our last day here on earth, then we get to go on to an everlasting vacation!  I mean when folks use to live 600 to 900 years, you could well afford to take a few years for a lunch break, but we can’t now, can we?    

b. Vs. 31 “The form of this world is passing away”: The word “form” here means fashion or manner, the way of doing life on this planet is passing away.  This life, and what it takes to live in this life, is temporal. We forget that, don’t we? I mean life can be, and often is, such a struggle in which we get so caught up in that we forget that it is all passing away. 

So what does shortness of life and the way we do life have to do with singleness and marriage?  Well, life is one big huge distraction, and the more people you have living it together the more distracting it becomes. As a parent, I can’t help it.  I worry about my kids even though they are adults now.  So Paul gives us four areas that are distractions in this life.  Before I give these, none of them are evil or sinful but nonetheless, they can still be distractions. 

a. Vs. 29 Purpose: Paul is not advocating a person live a self-centered life and not care about your spouse. How do we know? Well, look at verse 33 “he who is married cares about the things of the world; how he may please his wife.” You see, when you are married, your responsibility is to please your spouse and not yourself. Yet with that said, marriage is not to lessen our responsibilities to serve the Lord.  I’m not less obligated to serve the Lord because I’m married, but it is difficult to balance my priorities between serving my wife and serving the Lord.  In my earlier days, I was still trying to carve out time to “please me”, but it was always at the expense of serving my wife or the Lord!  The center of my life is not my marriage.  It is the Lord, and since that is true my marriage has lasted 33 years. Again, Paul is not suggesting that we neglect our responsibilities rather put them into perspective of the greater responsibility of serving the Lord.  Don’t let your marriage be the main purpose of living because if it is, then it has become the wrong priority.  

b. Vs. 30a Passion: Next, Paul speaks of weeping and rejoicing. I think these two things deal with what our passion is.  Since time is short and the way of doing life is passing away, make sure that your passions are the Lord’s passions.  Emotions are God given but, at the same time, we ought not to let them rule our lives, time’s short! The things that we love ought to be the same things that God loves.  But, more than that, they ought not to be just pure emotional responses but rather an act of our will in obedience to His calling.   

c. Vs. 30b Possessions: The form of this world is passing, and Paul is saying that possessions can be a huge distraction for us. You will never see a hearse pulling a U-haul.  My pastor used to have a saying, “People are important, things are not!”  Boy, could I have forgone many a heartache if I’d applied that truth.  

d. Vs. 31 Pleasure: Interesting that Paul says here “those who use this world as not misusing it.” I think Paul is referring to life and the joy of living it. Pleasure is God given, but it ought not to dictate our lives. Our society has become extremely hedonistic, as everything centers on the pursuit for pleasure.  This can become a distraction which will keep us from the bigger picture of eternity. 

God has given each one of us life as His children.  Yes, it is ours to enjoy but not to waste away on ourselves. Paul’s counsel is for us all to realize that we ought not to allow anything to distract us from our purpose which is to serve the Lord.

III. Vs. 32-35 Different cares

Vs. 32 Five times in four verses Paul uses the word “care” to describe another advantage of the single life.  The word is rendered “worry, anxious or concern” elsewhere.  Paul is going to speak to the truth that marriage carries with it a natural concern for your spouse that being single does not have to face. 


It is defined this way, “He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord; how he may please the Lord.”  Their primary concern and care should be “how they may please the Lord”.  That is not to say that the married Christian is not concerned about how they may please the Lord because they are, but they have a divided interest.  In my early Christian life, I was concerned with this as I faced a growing burden to follow the Lord into ministry. So I approached my pastor with this, and his counsel was that when married the Lord does not call just the husband or just the wife but both. Furthermore, he told me that where I was in that call was where my wife was and that I needed to win the right to serve by first serving her. It was great counsel.  As I pastored my wife, she released me to serve the Lord more fully!  However, if you were single, those would not be concerns.  It does concern me to see very few single people, having no other relational distractions but to serve the Lord, not take advantage of it. 


So that Paul will not be misunderstood, he uses all the different types of single people in the body of Christ, “unmarried = divorced, virgin, never been married, then in verse 39 the widowed.”  So it does not matter how you have become single, just serve the Lord! 

Vs. 33-34 This text has something for single folks to consider, but it speaks to those of us who are married as well: 

A. To the married Paul reveals something that I’m afraid we often forget, “he who is married cares about the things of the world; how he may please his wife.” And “she who is married cares about the things of the world; how she may please her husband.”  What is the primary purpose in your relationship with your spouse apart from serving the Lord?  Well, it is to “please your wife or to please your husband”.  It is not to be pleased but rather to please, if only we Christian couples would apply this principal we would have far less strife in our marriages. Jesus gave the disciples the same principal in Matt. 20:28 when He said “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  Paul is saying that because this is true.  We married Christians are at a disadvantage as to our pleasing the Lord in that we are pleasing the Lord through our pleasing our spouses.  I can tell you right now that most of the complaints I hear from Christian married people is “self-centeredness”.  The word “please” means “to be agreeable to”; our main concern apart from our walk with Christ is to ask, “How can I be agreeable to my spouse”?

B. To the unmarried, the single Christian, they have fewer family demands and God given obligations to please their spouse, and, as such, can be more devoted to serving the Lord.  The word “holy” is the word that means set apart, and so Paul says that the Christian single can be more set apart from the married Christian in body and in spirit. 

Vs. 35 Just in case someone would misunderstand Paul’s point, he adds the phrase, “I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction.”  Paul’s words are not to put a restraint upon them to remain single.  He is just pointing out things to consider.  Notice as well he says it is for “their profit”.  He is not pushing some agenda.  He is simply trying to tell them that they would be able to serve the Lord with less distraction if they were single instead of married. 

IV. Vs. 36-40 Remaining as you are

There are also two things every single person will have to face that a married believer won’t:

Sexual pressure: Paul uses two phrases here that speak to the issue that single folks have to deal with:
a. “He who stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity”:  

b. “Has power over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his virgin, does well.” 

In both of these verses what is implied is the pressure a single person faces with their own natural sex drives.  Paul lists two things here that every single person needs to have in order to handle their libidos:

1. “Stands steadfast in his heart”: If you are going to handle the temptations of sex, you are going to have to be standing steadfast in your heart.  I like the fact that Paul says that it takes a person standing steadfast in his heart. You get it?  When a person is standing, they are ready, alert.  When they are steadfast, they are immovable.  They are not going anywhere.  Finally, all this takes place in the heart of a person.

2. “Power over his own will” That takes determination and discipline to not go places in their minds that will enslave them. 

Yet with that said, it is still going to be an ongoing battle.     

Vs. 36-38 There are two possibilities as to the meaning of these verses:

1. The man behaving towards his virgin: Refers to the custom of the father determining if his daughter was to marry or whom they would marry, if they did.  This was common in those days and, apparently, some of the fathers became saved and vowed that their daughters were to remain single and serve the Lord.  Under this interpretation, the father had made a vow, and then his daughter got beyond the “flower of her youth” and began to desire to get married.  So apparently, they were asking Paul if it was okay for the father to break his vow and let his daughter get married. To this Paul adds:

a. Its okay for him to let her get married if she is insistent (necessity).

b. But if she has power over her own heart and wants to remain a virgin that’s better (verse 38).  

2. The second possibility is that Paul is speaking to a fellow that is betrothed to a woman who was a legal contract and wants to know if he should go ahead and get married.  Again, the same things apply.  If the lady wants to go ahead and get married, then do so but if not that’s better. 

Personally, I’m not sure which one of these is the right interpretation, and I don’t think it matters much as the principal is the same.

Vs. 39-40 Paul next lists the second pressure that some singles will face if they choose to remain single: 

Emotional pressure: Here the case is that of a widower or a divorced person and the emotional pressure they face since they have at one time been married.  So Paul lists some guidelines:

A. “A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives”: Marriage is permanent here in this life. Some, even if you are lonely and miss companionship, realize that if you marry as a Christian it is permanent again.  There is no trial marriage; none of this cavalier attitude that says, “Hey, if it doesn’t work, we can always get a divorce!”  Some have made much out of the phrase “if her husband dies” saying that Paul is speaking of the death of a marriage rather than the death of a man, but I don’t see it. 

B. “She is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord”: Secondly, Paul says that a widowed person is free to remarry with only one restriction, “only in the Lord”!  They are not free to marry the first person that comes along but rather they are to seek a person who shares their love and commitment to serve the Lord.    

Finally, Paul again says that the person needs to weigh their options well before getting married and seek the Lord concerning what He may be calling you to.  So there you have it: things to consider and pray about concerning marriage and single life as a believer.  
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I. Intro

Paul now moves to the second of the seven questions the Corinthian Church wanted answered, and this question will take three chapters to answer. The gist of their question had to do with eating meat that had been sacrificed to idols, but the root of their question went much deeper.  There are, in scripture, definite commands and practices that the Bible speaks about authoritatively, certain things that as Christians we have no doubt how God feels about our participating in them. We are not to steal, murder, backbite, covet or commit adultery; these things are plainly laid out for us, and the Bible clearly calls such things as these sinful.  But what about the “gray” areas where the behavior is not mentioned or prohibited?  Furthermore, some gray areas come about as society changes, or the culture in which they are practiced is different than ours.  How are we Christians to navigate through the maze of living in a world that is clearly not ours?  Let me put it the way we are most familiar with today, “Can I be a Christian and ______?” There is an ever-growing list of things that we can place in that blank over the years. Some are no longer an issue as society has changed, but far more things have replaced them.  I’m sure that none of you here today struggled with the issue of where your Tri-tip steak came from that you are going to throw on the Barbee after Church.  But many of you have questions concerning areas like:

· Can a Christian smoke?

· Can they have alcohol as long as they don’t get drunk?

· Can Christians go to the movies or watch T.V., and what shows can they see?

· Can Christians listen to certain types of music?

Since those things aren’t mentioned, what should govern our lives concerning them?  That is what Paul is going to address in the next three chapters, as he gives four guidelines for Christian living:

1. Chp. 8 Truth must be balanced by love
2. Chp. 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
3. Chp. 10:1-22 Opportunity must be balanced by servitude  

4. Chp. 10:23-33 Freedom must be balanced by responsibility
II. Vs. 1-3 A big heart not a big head

Vs. 1a Paul lets his readers know that he is now moving on to a new question, “Things offered to idols”. To understand the question the Corinthians were asking, we need to first understand the situation they now found themselves in as believers. The “things offered” to the idol was food and primarily meat as an act of worship by a temple priest. Though the Jews practiced animal sacrifice, it was atonement for sins, as we are told in Heb. 9:10 “according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.”  That was far different than how the Greeks and the Romans practiced it.  They worshipped many gods.  They had a god for every circumstance and every need.  They also believed that evil spirits filled the air. This is where offering meat to a particular god came into the picture.  Since evil spirits were always trying to invade humans, the easiest way in which they did so was to attach themselves to food before it was eaten.  So sacrificing had two purposes as far as Greeks and Romans were concerned:

a. It gained favor with the particular god from which you needed it
b. It cleansed the meat from demonic contamination

The animal to be sacrificed was divided into three parts:

1. The first part was burned on the altar as a sacrifice

2. The second part was taken by the temple priest as payment for his services

3. The last part was kept by the person offering the animal

The problem for these Corinthian believers lay with the second part that was given to the temple priest.  So many offerings came in that he could not possibly eat all the meat.  So they had a temple butcher shop where the meat was sold at a much reduced price than they could get anywhere else.  Not only was it cheaper, but as far as the Greeks and the Romans were concerned, it was better because it had been cleansed of all the evil spirits.  Thus, it was often the meat that was served at feasts and weddings.  Now the Christian who had come out of that background of paganism saw the meat as something associated with idol worship and evil spirits. 


I know this all sounds strange to us, but it was causing a real problem in the Church, as there were some believers who would rather starve to death than eat a burger that had come from the temple butcher shop.  While others were always after a great bargain and realized that there is no other god than the God of the Bible and demons don’t come into you from meat that you eat.  Jesus spoke of this in Mark 7:18-20 “Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?  And He said “What comes out of a man that defiles a man.”  Paul’s going to address the specifics of this in chapter 10, and we will see just what he has to say about this whole controversy, but for now he offers some general guidelines. 

Vs. 1b-3 It might surprise you to realize which one of these two groups Paul felt was in the right doctrinally.  In verse 7-9, Paul says that those who had a problem with eating meat that came from the idol butcher shop were the “weak” brothers and sisters, as they were the uninformed ones. Yet with that said, Paul does not endorse the practice of eating meat.  Instead, he suggests that there is something greater than doctrine that ought to govern our practice; it is love.  Simply put, it’s a rather simple matter to be right on an issue as that just requires knowledge.  But it is a far different matter altogether to do what is right on a matter as this requires a right heart.  Both groups were apparently using logic as a basis to win the argument. You could just hear the arguments over this issue going back and forth.  “You’re just ignorant, there is no other God than the one true god and demons don’t come into you from meat, so please pass the A-1.” “I’m ignorant, you’re ignorant; why would you want anything to do with that which is associated with worshiping idols and appeasing demons?”  So how does Paul answer these two sides? Well, he addresses what both sides used to convince the other that they were right on the issue, KNOWLEDGE.  There are four things he wants them to know about knowledge:

1. Vs. 1b Universal: “We know that we all have knowledge.”  No matter which side these believers were on, both had knowledge.  Very seldom is a person’s position based upon ignorance.  Most of the time, we believe what we believe because we have felt certain that we were on the side of truth and logic. “Where a person stands on a position depends upon where they sit”, I always say.  These two opposing positions both were Christians and both made valid arguments.  Yet doing what is right is not always a matter of knowledge or the lack of it.  It is very possible to sit down with someone who is just as passionate as you are on an issue and win the argument but not convince the person with whom you are arguing.  Pastor Chuck said something years ago that has stuck in my heart, “If what you say is truth, let me see the fruit of it in your life; then you won’t have to convince me I need it, I’ll ask you for it!” Most of the time, we unintentionally invalidate what we are trying to convince others of because of how they see it portrayed during our argument!    

2. Vs. 1c Limitations: “Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.” Knowledge has an internal flaw, and that is the effect it has upon those who possess it. Knowledge has a tendency to inflate the person who possesses it.  The more we know, the more we start to think that we are better than the person who doesn’t know what we know.  I can still remember playing with my friends and saying those hurtful words; “I know something you don’t know!” Christians are not immune to this problem with pride and thinking ourselves superior to our fellow Christian.  Many a time, I’m afraid that we come off as uncaring in our truth.  In fact, I typed the word “fundamentalist” in the Webster dictionary thesaurus and the synonym came out “bitter-ender” which is a word that describes a person as “harsh and marked by cynicism, rancor and intensely unpleasant to be around”.  Ouch!  It is not knowledge that is the problem rather it is our failure to allow that knowledge to change us.  It has well been said, “Knowledge is the accumulation of facts, while wisdom is the application of facts!”  No wonder Solomon wrote, “Get wisdom”.  Knowledge “inflates”; love on the other hand “builds”.  The truth that we have gained through the word of God by the Spirit of God will either cause us to grow or just swell!     

3. Vs. 2 Change: “And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.”  Someone once wrote that, “Knowledge is the process of passing from the state of unconscious ignorance to the state of conscious ignorance.”  Ignorance doesn’t know that it doesn’t know, whereas knowledge knows that it does not know!  The truth about knowledge is that we are on a constant learning curve and what we are certain about today, we will most likely be questioning tomorrow.  By the way, this is what I love about Christianity.  We can continue to question what we believe. I have grown more in love with the Lord and His word simply because I have always continued to investigate what I believe and why I believe it. My friend, Tom, has a saying that I like, “If you can’t question what you believe, question why you believe it!”  The longer I live life, the more I realize I have so much more to learn.  So, yes, we may have knowledge in a certain area, but the truth is, at best, that knowledge is still yet incomplete.      

4. Vs. 3 Test: “But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.” Our knowledge must be put to the test, and the truest test for what we know is seen in a deepening love for God and the things of God.  There is yet another truth in this verse as it relates to all born again believers and that is based upon our mutual love for God by which we have a relationship with Him.  Our inability to get along with those who differ in non-salvation issues is silly. You see the truth of the matter was both groups (those that ate meat and those that didn’t) had a love for God and, in some way, it was this love for God that motivated their individual stance on the issue. So why make it an issue? We here at Calvary Chapel are not opposed to denominations, only the divisions that they cause that separate fellowship from the body of Christ. 

III. Vs. 4-6 Idle truth

Vs. 4-6 Having established the limitations on knowledge, Paul now agrees doctrinally with the arguments of those who ate the meat from the idol butcher shop. This is the same arguments Paul dealt with in chapter 6:12 which dealt with the balance between “liberty, license and legalism”.  Remember, he said, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”  Those same principals apply here to this issue as well, and legalism is never the answer to those who use their liberty as a license for sin.  So before Paul can speak on balancing truth with love, he must first establish what the truth is.  The truth is stated quite powerfully in these three verses:

a. Vs. 4 “We know that an idol is nothing in the world”: This was no doubt something that those who had the freedom to eat meat from the idol butcher shop were saying and Paul agrees.  The image is nothing more than the figment of man’s imagination or the impersonation of a demonic being.  Moses warned the nation of Israel before they entered the land of promise that those that inhabited the land worshiped “gods that were nothing more than the work of men's hands, wood and stone,” (Deut 4:28).  Isaiah rebuked the Jews and their idol worship in 44:15-17 saying; “He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it. He burns half of it in the fire.  With this half he eats meat; He roasts a roast and is satisfied. He even warms himself and says Ah! I am warm; I have seen the fire. And the rest of it he makes into a god, His carved image.  He falls down before it and worships it, Prays to it and says Deliver me, for you are my god!”  God made the tree or stone that formed the idol, so we need not be concerned about eating meat that was dedicated towards it, as it means nothing.  Paul is agreeing with them theologically.  

b. Vs. 4b “And that there is no other God but one.”  There is only one true God that can bear the title of God, and it does not matter what others worship.  We know that what they worship is not God.  Those that were eating meat from the idol butcher shop were not doing so to worship the phony deity.  They were just after a bargain. They didn’t believe that the meat was free from demonic possession; that is not why they bought it.  They bought it because of the price. So again, Paul agrees with their doctrinal reasons concerning eating meat offered to idols.

c. Vs. 5-6 There may be many things man will try to worship which he calls a god, but there is only one creator and only one way He has made Himself known and that is through His Son Jesus.  All things are through Jesus, and it is because of Him that we live. 

So Paul has established the truth.  Next week, we will see him speak to those who have liberty on implementing their liberty with the guide of love and not the guide of truth.  He will not disregard truth.  Instead, he will apply the truth in love.  Even though you and I are not struggling with where our meat has come from, the principals regarding exercising our liberty around those who don’t share our freedom will apply. 


I’ll leave you with a story: When I first moved here, after about a week, a pastor from another Church called me to share that one of his elders was really upset at him because he ran into him leaving the grocery store with a case of beer. The fellow was really upset and was making a real fuss at his Church, and he wanted to know if I was a “Teetotaler”.  Coming from my unchristian background, I had never been labeled that before.  His point was that he felt that he had the liberty to have a beer, even if it was at the expense of the weaker brother and, if the fellow didn’t like it, well he could come to Calvary Chapel where the Pastor drinks “tee”.  The only thing in this fellow’s eyes was his liberty, not love for the brother that was offended by his action.  More on this next week as we take up Paul’s recommendation on liberty, truth and love.  
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I. Intro

Two weeks ago, we started upon Paul’s answering of the Corinthian Church’s second question which dealt specifically with meat sacrificed to idols, but generally applied deals with all such areas of Christian practice that are not specifically dealt with in scripture. What should govern personal freedoms not specifically spoken about in scripture?

· Can Christians smoke

· Can Christians drink socially

· Can Christians __________ 

Throughout the next three chapters, Paul will give us four guidelines for Christian living:

5. Chp. 8 Truth must be balanced by love
6. Chp. 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
7. Chp. 10:1-22 Opportunity must be balanced by servitude  

8. Chp. 10:23-33 Freedom must be balanced by responsibility
Dealing with truth that must be balanced by love, Paul addressed the limitations of truth as it relates to Christian practice.  It is not that truth isn’t good rather it is that it doesn’t go far enough. You see truth just asks us to do what is right for us; love on the other hand asks us to do what is right for others.  The Corinthian believers who had “knowledge” or truth concerning meat sacrificed to idols were right on the issue but, in being right, they did not consider their fellow believers who did not understand the truth.  The bottom line is, “It is not what you know by the Holy Spirit that reveals Christian maturity, it is rather how you exercise that knowledge through love by the Holy Spirit!”  

II. Vs. 7-8 A commended conscious

Vs. 7 The word “however” points back to Paul’s words in agreement to those who understood that:

· There is no other God but the one true God in whom Paul and the Corinthian believers worshiped.

· That no matter what people worshiped as gods, it would not change the fact that the Corinthian Christians worshiped the creator and sustainer of the material from which the idol is fashioned. 

Yet, even with the understanding of this truth, Paul does not say that this alone should govern their practice.  Why?  Well, Paul says, “there is not in everyone that knowledge”. What is clear in this passage is that Paul is agreeing doctrinally with those who have liberty to eat meat that was sacrificed to idols, calling those who don’t have the freedom to do so “weak in conscience”.  The word in Greek means “to know with” and deals with that internal court by which our actions are either approved or condemned.  Our conscience is governed by knowledge.  Thus, it will change depending upon information, and obviously some of the Corinthian believers did not yet have that understanding.  Look ahead with me in these verses as Paul will reveal three things that can happen to a weak conscience:

1. Vs. 7 Defiled: These Corinthian believers were new converts and had come out of idol worship very recently.  Thus, they still saw a connection to idol worship in eating the temple meat. The word “defiled” means stained or polluted, so for these young Christians eating the meat would stain their young newly cleansed conscience.  A stained conscience is when a person goes against their own standards and morals, and thus feels guilt, confusion and resentment.  Some of you grew up in religions where the Bible was held in such an honor that only a priest could read it in Latin.  You had family Bibles, but they sat on a shelf honored but never opened.  So you give your hearts to Jesus and you come to Calvary Chapel where everybody brings a Bible.  Furthermore, you look over at the fellow next to you and, as the guy is teaching, he takes a pen and a hi-liter and starts writing in the Bible. “It’s not a coloring book or scratch pad by the phone!” you think. You want to rip the Bible out of his hands and sprinkle Holy water on it.  What’s going on? Well, you have old knowledge that has not yet caught up to the truth that the Bible is alive and only valuable when it is understood and applied to our lives. So whatever means that will enable you to open it, read it and apply it is a good thing.      

2. Vs. 9, 13 Stumbled: Paul uses this word twice to describe what can happen to a weak conscience. The word describes anything that would cause us to trip and fall.  Here, you have a case where an immature believer is “tripped up” in their faith by the actions of the more mature believers. The world is full of Christians that have been tripped up in their faith because of the practices of other Christians. The freedoms of tripping up those who are less mature are unfortunately common place. There isn’t a week that goes by that someone doesn’t relay their personal story of how they used to belong to some Church and the behavior of that Church “tripped them” up, and they walked away for quite some time. Time has passed by and they have now realized it was not Christianity that tripped them up, but rather the practices of those who belonged to the Church.  

3. Vs. 12 Wounded: Finally, Paul describes another causality of a weak conscience, the person who has become “wounded”.  The word here means to bring blows to beat a person, and it is the same word used to describe the beating put on our Lord.  In context, verse 11 describes the beating against the believers’ conscience as one that could cause them to perish. The difference here is that the believer, in this case, has been given a guideline in an area by the Lord and the fellow Christian has not been given the same guideline and coaxes the believer into doing something the Lord has clearly told him not to do.  The outcome then causes the person to fall into sin and away from the Lord. 

It seems to me that:

· New Christians are prone to becoming stained
· Immature believers are prone to being tripped up
· Fleshy believers are prone to walking away
Vs. 8 The truth of the matter is that what a person does or doesn’t eat isn’t the sign of Christian maturity.  Or, to put it another way, our personal liberty is not the sole gauge of our maturity, rather it is what we do with our liberty in the face of others’ weaknesses!  If we insist upon our liberty at the expense of their conscience causing them to be stained, tripped or to fall away, then we are as weak as they are.  Liberty bows to the weak conscience because of lack of knowledge for the sake of love. Truth must not run ahead of love in the pursuit of liberty for the sake of others’ conscience.  I’m not better or worse than you if I have the liberty to have a glass of wine.  However, I’m to consider you before I do!  You see, I can drink as much as I want as long as I don’t get drunk.  I’m free to do so!  I just choose not to do so.  In my case, God has clearly spoken to my heart that for me to drink alcohol is a sin against what He has told me.  In Rom. 14:23, Paul says that “whatever is not from faith is sin”. 

It must be pointed out that some folks use these verses to control or manipulate others into their point of view dealing with Christian practice.  They are weak Christians who are not in danger of staining, tripping or falling from the faith.  They just want to win an argument, as they see others have liberties and freedoms that they are prejudiced against.  That is not what Paul is talking of here.  Instead, Paul is speaking to the opposite, those that flaunt their freedoms at the expense of the weaker brothers and sisters telling them to grow up.  Christian, it is our responsibility to help them grow and mature and not bash them with our freedoms. 

So we have seen that truth: 

· Generalizes while love individualizes. 

· Truth has a more narrow vision or perspective while love has a much broader perspective. 

· Truth looks at things, love looks at people.      

III. Vs. 9-13 Questions love asks that truth doesn’t

These next 5 verses serve as a warning to the Christian who, because of God given understanding, has freedom in their Christian practice that others don’t.  In fact, I’ve come up with five questions we need to ask ourselves concerning our liberty in the face of others’ conscience.

a. Vs. 9 Is the liberty useful and necessary or just permissible?: Two truths were equally established:

1. Eating meat that at one time was sacrificed to an idol was a liberty in which they could partake.  Paul does not speak against this area of Christian practice.  In fact, he has doctrinally agreed with their freedom to eat the meat. 

2. Others were clearly being tripped up in their faith at the thought of eating meat sacrificed to idols. 

So Paul sounds the warning to those who had the freedom to consider the fact that their freedom may come at the cost of tripping their brother.  Is my freedom useful and necessary or is it just permissible?  Take writing in my Bible.  That is useful and necessary, not just permissible. How about alcohol in light of others being tripped up in their faith?  Well, is it useful and necessary in my growth or others growth in Christ?  Well, no, so then it would just be permissible. Well, then for me, I would make sure that if I had that freedom I would do so privately so as not to risk the weaker brother.  I would not to try to convince the weaker brother but rather just live out my liberty privately and, as God speaks to them concerning their personal liberties, they will be able to draw their own conclusions.    

b. Vs. 10 Would Jesus exercise this liberty the way in which I do? This is a broader variation of the WWJD idea. We ought not to be just concerned with “would Jesus” do something, but also concerned with the “way” in which He would do it.  Look carefully at this verse and notice the words “sees you eating in an idol’s temple”.  Paul is not arguing that they should not eat the meat.  He is saying that the way in which they were exercising that liberty needed to be altered.  Paul’s concern was that the immature believer would think it alright to continue worship of the idol thinking that the mature believer was doing the same.  In other words, Paul is saying, “Hey, get take out and not dine in!”  No big deal!  What a great rule of thumb, “When in doubt in areas of Christian liberty have your liberty privately and not publicly.” 

c. Vs. 11 Is the liberty going to be a door or a wall for Jesus in others lives?: In the next chapter, Paul is going to give us further understanding on this when he says in verses 19-22 “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all men that I might by all means save some.”  At what price are we willing to stand on our freedoms?  What if it would cause a person whom Christ died for to trip and fall or set them back in their walk with the Lord?  What if our freedom caused them to walk away from the Lord altogether?  What I’m free to do in Christ ought to be a door for others to walk through and not a door that will keep them out. 

d. Vs. 12 In my freedom is Christ being glorified?: Paul says that though these more knowledgeable Christians had the freedom to eat meat sacrificed to idol’s, the way in which they did it was a “sin against their brothers and sisters”.  They were right on the issue but went about it very wrongly.  If Christ can’t be glorified in my liberty, then I’m not just wounding the weaker Christian.  I’m offending my Lord!  Paul is warning against placing our freedoms above our fellow Christian’s walk!

e. Vs. 13 Does my liberty make me better? Our liberties ought to build us and others up but, if they do neither, we ought not to have any problem laying them aside within view of those whom they will destroy.  If the destruction of a person’s walk with God was placed next to having an In and Out burger, well I won’t ever eat another one again. 

In the area of Christian practice and our freedoms, truth must always be balanced by love. Our abstaining from our liberty has nothing to do with our relationship with the Lord and everything to do with our relationship with others in the Lord.  Next week, we look at the second of those four guidelines for Christian living:

Chapter 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
1 Corinthians

“A Church in need of Christ”

III. Main teaching: 1:11-16:12

Answers to questions: 7:1-16:12

8:1-10:33 On liberty
9:1-14

“What about my rights?”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-6 Basic rights of God’s servants

III. Vs. 7-14 I really am in the right

I. Intro

The context of this chapter is still dealing with those four guidelines for Christian living which deals with areas of Christian practice that are not specifically dealt with in scripture.  Just how far should the conscience of others go in limiting my personal freedom?   We live in a society that vaults it own personal rights above everything else.  We don’t just want our rights, we demand them.  Even when our behavior has trampled on someone else’s rights, we still insist that our rights be respected.  I was talking to a fellow who works with the criminally insane, and I asked him how many “inmates” they housed.  He stopped me and said we can’t use that word at our facility, as it would be a violation of the “residents” rights. 


Paul had spoken of how love is a better guide with regard to our personal freedoms than truth because it regards not just what is right for us but what is right for others.  In this chapter, he is going to use a personal illustration that deals with a pastor’s rights balanced against the greater rewards of laying down those rights.  

II. Vs. 1-6 Basic rights of God’s servants

Vs. 1-2 Again, let me remind you that the context of this passage is still dealing specifically with meat sacrificed to idols and generally with what should govern personal freedoms not specifically spoken about in scripture.  I say this because Paul is going to use his rights as an apostle to illustrate this.  In fact, he is going to give four reasons why an apostle has the right to be supported by the Churches to whom he ministers. Three of these deal with pastors, evangelists and Christian workers today; only the point that deals with him being an apostle does not fit. 

Verse 1 is made up of four rhetorical questions each of which the answer is yes. His point is to introduce them to his rights as an apostle, and we get some interesting information about what made up an apostle. 

a. “Am I not an apostle?” The word here means “one sent out” and has a specific reference to that of a commission. Webster’s defines a commission as “an authorization or command to act in a prescribed manner and to perform prescribed acts”.  The Corinthian church knew full well that Paul was sent out on a commission to the gentiles.  Paul had come to them because of this commission and spent a year and a half there serving and establishing them in the faith.  In Gal. 2, Paul wrote to them that the leadership in Jerusalem had noticed that he had been sent to the gentiles as Peter had been sent to the Jews.   

b. “Am I not free?” Next, Paul establishes his freedom or liberty.  The liberty that these Corinthians stood on was first known to them by the gospel Paul himself taught.  “You speak of your rights; those are the rights I first spoke to you about.  Do you think you cherish your rights above me?” Paul was always a champion of freedom and grace, but Paul spoke of that freedom not as a license to sin but greater responsibility to serve.  

c. “Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?” Here is the first of three proofs of an apostleship, an eyewitness of the Lord Jesus.  In Acts 1:21-22 at the appointing of Mathias, we are told that they needed to be an eyewitness of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The only reason this is an issue to us is that there are those who claim “apostolic succession” by the laying on of hands back to Peter.  Or that they are part of the 12 apostles.  In either case, they have not been eyewitnesses of the risen Lord and tagging the person in front of you doesn’t count.  In chapter 15, Paul speaks of the fact mentioned in Act 9 that on the road to Damascus, the risen Lord met him.   

d. “Are you not my work in the Lord?” “If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.” Here we are given the final two signs of an apostle in which they were the visible fruit of this commissioning. 

3. In Acts 6:4, we are told that the apostles were to be devoted to prayer and the teaching of the Word.  Paul had done that for 18 months and many came to Christ as a result. 

4. Furthermore, we are told in 2 Cor 12:12 that certain signs and wonders were accomplished by Paul while among them.  They were his “living letters” as to the proof of his calling of being sent to them.  The fact that they were believers was all the certification Paul needed on their behalf.  

Vs. 3 The word “defense” is where we get our English word apologetic and along with the word “examine” are both legal words taken from the Roman court.  Paul is placing his rights as an apostle on trial and the reason for this is so that all would agree that he had these rights, but as we shall see next week he did not choose to exercise those rights for the benefits of others. 

There are three rights mentioned here that those in ministry are entitled to.  I know a lot of folks think that we pastors only work one day a week and play golf the other six days.  They, of course, only think of the duties of the pastor in terms of the Sunday service.  But the truth is I personally have never worked more hours at a more difficult job than this one. 

a. Vs. 4 “Do we have no right to eat and drink?” The idea here is that of being supported in the ministry for his sustenance.  Food and drink are the necessities of life, thus, Paul is saying that the pastor who is given his life to serving the Lord and His people has the right to have his necessities met by those that he serves.  The provision which would normally be taken care of by his own labors is to be taken care of by those he serves.  There are those that see the pastor as a loafer who makes his living off the backs of others, but there is a deeper principle here that is true to all.  “If you reap the benefit of someone else’s service, then you ought to help compensate for it.”  None of us expects to work for our bosses for free.  We could not afford to.  That is why we receive an offering as it as God’s gracious provisions to you that you give as an act of worship towards Him that make further service possible.  Notice that Paul speaks of the “needs” being met not the wants.  There has been far too much abuse in the area of those that serve in the ministry being paid in the millions and that is not what Paul is suggesting here.      

b. Vs. 5 “Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?” Furthermore, Paul says that the servant of the Lord has the right to have his wife and family supported as well.  Peter, as well as Jesus’ half brothers, were all married and brought their wives along with them as they served.  The point Paul is making is that the wives of those that serve the Lord and His people have the right not to have to work for their sustenance.  Now in our society more and more women work outside of the home, but Paul is speaking of the fact that if all that the Church provided for was just the pastor and not enough for his family, then that would force the wives to have to work.  Personally, I think that the hardest position in the Church is the pastor’s wife and apart from my wife, Donna, Calvary Chapel would not exist today as she works full time in support of you.  We have chosen to do so in order to give more to you, and it is our desire that one day she will be able to join me in being supported by this fellowship.     

c. Vs. 6 “Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working?” Finally, Paul says that the servant of the Lord has the right not to have to work outside of the ministry for a living. For the first 6 or 7 years, I worked full time outside of the ministry.  Today, it is called bi-vocational. Paul is saying that he had the right to be fully financially supported.  He and Barnabas did not have to work; they chose to work. 

So Paul says that the pastor has a right to have:

· Their needs met  

· Their family supported

· To not to have to work outside the ministry   

III. Vs. 7-14 I really am in the right

Vs. 7 Paul uses three practical illustrations from everyday life to show that those who serve in the ministry have the same rights as everybody else.

a. “Whoever goes to war at his own expense?” The soldier is not expected to have a civilian job at night that he might be able to eat and provide for his necessities.  Soldiers don’t serve their country at their own expense.  No, they do it at the country’s expense that willingly provides everything they need to fight effectively.  A pastor is like a soldier who is on the front lines providing and protecting the freedom others enjoy.  Paul makes a great argument, doesn’t he?   

b. “Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit?” Then there is the farmer who works hard in preparing the soil, cultivating the crop.  Are they not entitled to a part of the harvest?  In fact, the farmer expects the benefits of his labors.

c. “Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock?” Finally, Paul looks at the shepherd who takes care of the flock day and night, but even he partakes of the milk.

Clearly, on a secular level, the worker is worthy of his wages.  So Paul’s argument is that if this is true on a secular level, how much more true is it on a spiritual level?

Vs. 8-13 In this section, Paul moves to the Old Testament Word to show that this is not some new practice that only those after Jesus’ resurrection were practicing:

a. Vs.8-11 Paul starts out by quoting Deut 25:4.  It is the same verse that he quotes in 1 Tim 5:17-18 to encourage the Church to pay their pastors an adequate salary.  How do we know that this was meant for the Church to understand?  Well, oxen can’t read.  Yes, it would be cruel to muzzle the ox as it was treading the grain.  So too is it cruel to not provide for the necessities of the pastor who labors.  Paul wants to make sure they understood that this was not just for the farmer as God is concerned with more than just oxen.  I like that: “he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.”  Paul speaks of the principle of sowing and reaping as it relates to ministry.  So, if the pastor sows spiritual things, then it is a small matter that he should reap material things from those that he has sown.  I think of it this way: I have gained so much from my pastor; he sowed so much great seed into my life, there is no way I could ever repay him; the very least I can do is help him continue to do it!   Material payment is given for spiritual work.  Of course, the Lord will provide spiritual rewards as well.  Thus, he is worthy of double honor. 

b. Vs. 12-13 Here Paul makes the argument that they had no problem providing for others who had labored spiritually on their behalf.  How much the more they ought to have the right to partake materially, seeing that without Paul they would not have known of the Lord.  Yet, Paul gives them a clue of why he did not take partake financially, “we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.”  In other words, Paul wanted to make sure that nothing hindered the gospel from reaching more people.  Even in the Old Testament economy the priests partook of the offerings in their service. 

c. Vs. 14 Finally, and most importantly, “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.”  In Matt 10:10, Jesus said “a worker is worthy of his food.” 

The principle is God ordained, spoken of and practiced in the O.T., and just plain logical in everyday life.  Paul clearly had every right to expect to be provided for his service towards them, yet he weighed that right in light of the greater reward and chooses something different, as we shall see next week. 


The principal remains true notwithstanding the servant’s decision to receive financial compensation for their labor.  Christian, we have needs financially just like any other Church.  We don’t speak of them.  We don’t force you to give.  It is between you and the Lord.  But we have a need that if not met will have to come out of our budget and that would mean my salary, so pray and seek the Lord in what He may be laying upon your heart in provision for the benefits you receive here at Calvary Chapel. 

