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Judges: Jesus the Preserver
I. Chp. 1-3:4 Living with the enemy
A. Chp 1 Every man for himself
B. Chp 2-3:4 Have it your way 

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges) 

A. Chp. 3 Three strong servants for the South 
B. Chp. 4-5 Women on a mission in the North 
C. Chp. 6-10:5 Reluctant men, great God for the central campaign 
D. Chp. 10:6-12:7 Whom God sets free for the East

E. Chp. 12:8-15 Three more for the North

F. Chp. 13-16 Weakness in our strength in the West  

III. Chp. 17-21 Death by depravity    

A. Chp. 17-18 Idolatry 

B. Chp. 19 Immorality

C. Chp. 20-21 Incompatibility  
In the book of Joshua we saw the grace of God and His power to keep His promises as well as what it would take to inherit those promises. God required the nation to overcome obstacles and fight battles before they could enjoy what He had given them. The book of Judges takes off from there. In Joshua 13:1 as Joshua came to the end of his life we are told that “the Lord said to him: You are old, advanced in years, and there remains very much land yet to be possessed.” And according to Judges 3:4 “they were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.” Folks we are always going to be a people “on the move” the only question the yet remains unanswered is in which direction will we be heading? Will we be heading towards His grace and away from the things of this world or will we be heading towards the things of this world and away from God’s grace? Joshua’s book spanned only 15 years but the book of Judges covers the events of Israel from around 1380 B.C. to around the beginning of Saul’s reign in 1043 B.C. or around 335 years, and based upon the content of these 21 chapters these were definitely the “dark ages” of the nation. The book of Judges is written primarily thematically instead of chronologically; in fact chapters 16-21 precede chapters 3-15. What the author does is show the utter failure of the nation because they chose to live out a course of action during those 335 years which the final sentence of the book Judges (21:25) was that, “everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” In 1 Samuel 8:6-8 Samuel was upset with the nation because they wanted a king to rule over them instead of a judge “So Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day--with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods--so they are doing to you also.” The book of Judges like the rest of the Bible is a mirror in which we are able to see ourselves in and we will either see the reflection of Jesus or one that looks far too much like the folks in this book. The name comes from the Hebrew title which carries the idea of more than justice and settling disputes to “rulers, deliverers and saviors”. You see before the judges could rule and administer justice they were those who liberated and delivered the people from bondage. As one reads through the 21 chapters of this book and the 13 judges God used to bring the people back to Him we can pick up on the five cycles that the people found themselves in:

· Sin – rebellion

· Servitude - retribution 

· Supplication – repentance

· Salvation – restoration

· Silence - rest

Because of the nature of this book and the five cycles of the nation during those 335 years some have thought that it ought to be called the “Book of Failure”. Though this is true we need to remember as well that though they continued to fail God continued to deliver. The author of the book is anonymous and do to the length of the years covered in this book couldn’t be one person. It is believed that it was complied by the last judge Samuel as four times the author interjects the phrase “In those days there was no king in Israel” which means that the person who complied these accounts was around during the time when there was. It is most likely that Samuel put all of this together from written and oral sources in an orderly account prior to Saul’s reign. These Judges all together fit the office of Christ as some were rulers, others were prophets and one was a priest. 


The five cycles mentioned above reveal the danger of setting aside God’s rule for a “way that seems right in his own eyes” and God’s continued faithfulness to draw those back from what they believed was their freedom. Some of the Judges recorded here ruled at the same time but in different locations but the apostasy of the nation had no boundaries.                
I. Chp. 1-3:4 Living with the enemy

The first chapter opens with the words, “Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass that the children of Israel asked the Lord, saying, "Who shall be first to go up for us against the Canaanites to fight against them?” And the Lord spoke to them that the tribe of Judah should go up to fight for God had delivered the Canaanites into their hand and we read of their success through the first 21 verses but afterward we are told that five different tribes failed to drive out the inhabitance from the land and for the next 335 years this would repeat its self over and over again. God had called them to drive out the enemy from the land of promise, they were not to mingle with them and they were not to marry them least they become influenced by them. Now because they settled for less than God’s plan it opened the door for compromise. Israel like every other nation was based upon agricultural and Israel had no experience with “dry-land” farming so when they allowed the Canaanites to live in cites next door to them and then saw their lush fields when compared with their own they asked for the reason for the success which the Canaanites told them it had to do with the worship of their god’s. So the Canaanites taught the Israelites how to grow crops and succeed all tied to the worship of their god’s. Folk’s no individual or nation falls over night, it always starts with a little compromise which cause us to be envious of the seeming success of others which leads us to adopt their methods and along with what they worship. If we fail to root out what the world values from our life it is only a matter of time before it becomes our master. Jesus warned of this very thing in Luke 16:13 where he said, “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”  

Listen to what God tells them in chapter 2 verse2, “you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.' But you have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this?” Then in verse 10 we read that, “When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.” Why did God allow this? Well in verses 22-23 “So that through them I may test Israel, whether they will keep the ways of the Lord, to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not." Therefore the Lord left those nations, without driving them out immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua.” 

II. Chp. 3:5-16:31 God’s faithfulness mans failure (13 judges)

This begins the second part of the cycle and that is that their sin and rebellion against God would eventually cause them to be enslaved by that which they had compromised with. Again friends that which we fail to master will become our master and this in turn led to their repentance to which God in His mercy and grace would send a deliverer. This cycle would repeat its self for 335 years and in each case the nation would not learn the lesson. The first three deliverers or judges God sent were to the area of the South. The first Judge’s name we are told in verses 9-10 was, “Othniel (Lion of God) the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel.” He went out to war, and the Lord delivered the king of Mesopotamia into his hand and the people had rest for 40 years. But verse 12 tells us that after that the next generation did evil in the sight of the Lord and became enslaved to the king of Moab for 18 years until God raised up a “left handed” man named Ehud (union) who killed the king which caused the nation to kill 10,000 of their best soldiers. This brought about peace for 80 years or two generations as God used Shamgar to keep away the Philistines by killing 600 men with an ox goad. During these 120 years God was showing them His ability to destroy what enslaved them. 

But chapter 4-5 starts the cycle over again as we are told that after Ehud died they again did evil in the sight of the Lord. This time God raised up a deliver from the North a woman named Deborah (a bee) who was a prophetess. She tried to work through a fellow named Barak (lightening) which goes to show you that in this case a bee sting was far more lethal than a lighten strike. Sisera the commander of the enemy’s army fled a tent and God used another gal to drive a tent peg through his head, this led to a number one hit song written by Deborah and Barak. The tune apparently got the song stuck in their heads. Here the lesson God seems to be showing them is that He didn’t need their ability only their availability to rid themselves of the things that enslaved them.       


From chapter 6 through chapter 10:5 we are told of yet another deliverer that God raised up this time in the central part of the nation as peace only lasted seven years until the nation did evil in the sight of the Lord. This time God raised up fellow named Gideon who go found threshing grain in a wine press and calls him a mighty man of valor. In case you didn’t know the separation of grain from the husk can only be done when you have a slight breeze to blow away the husk and here was old Gideon in an enclosed wine press. In fact in 15 Gideon responds to the Lord with one of those “Huh me” moments as he says, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.” Yet God looks at him and sees a mighty man of valor when compared with the rest of the nation. God defeats the Midianites with the tried and true battle plan of less is greater as He reduced the army from 32,000 to 300 before He sends them to battle. Here we learn the principal that God can always do more when there is less of us! At the end of this the nation hasn’t learned a thing as they want to make Gideon their leader to which he replies in chapter 8:23 “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you.” But even with Gideon we see that he didn’t get it either as he had 70 sons because he had many wives and concubines, which causes a civil war to break out between the family which affected the nation. After which God raises up two more men to deliver the nation and they judged Israel for 23 years and 22 years.

But we this cycle repeated in chapters 10:6-12:7 this time for the Eastern part of the nation as 10:6 tells us the all to familiar words that, “the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the people of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines; and they forsook the Lord and did not serve Him.” Now in Judges 10:13-14 God tells the nation, “you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more. Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress.” This brings about their reaction in verse 15-16 as they cry out to the Lord saying; “We have sinned! Do to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we pray." So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the Lord. And His soul could no longer endure the misery of Israel.” Because of this raises up another deliverer in Jephthah (whom God sets free) who again was an unusual choice as he was the son of a harlot, (11:1). Now before the battle against the Ammonites Jephthah makes vow that the next thing that comes out the door of his house will be dedicated to the Lord and his only daughter come out so she is never marries and he never has any offspring. We are also given the names of three more judges that ruled in the north in chapter 12:8-15 


By now you can guess where chapter’s 13-16 start out as God raises up a judge from the western part of the nation, a man whom we are all familiar with Samson! In chapter 13:1 we read that “Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.” And though Samson was born into a family remarkably and raised separated from the world he continued to struggle with the things of the world namely lust. And in fact we are told of him in verses 24-25 that “Samson grew, and the Lord blessed him. And the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him.” He judged Israel for 22 years and in Samson we learn that our weakness or His strengths and our strength are our weakness when it comes to ridding ourselves fro the things of this world.  
III. Chp. 17-21 Death by depravity

The final four chapters of the book of Judges reveal the three things that continued Israel cycle of failure:

· Chp. 17-18 Idolatry 

· Chp. 19 Immorality

· Chp. 20-21 Incompatibility  

Idolatry leads to immorality which leads to folks unable to get along! Folks this is what will happen to any individual, family or nation when according to 21:25 “In those days… there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” When we fail to place Jesus as our king we will have no king and each of us will do what is right in our own eyes. Friends let us return to our first love and get off the rollercoaster that so plagued Israel and many a Christian today. The main thing my friends is to keep Jesus the main thing! 
· God was showing them His ability to destroy what enslaved them. 

· God didn’t need their ability only their availability
· God can always do more when there is less of us
· In Samson we learn that our weakness are His strengths and our strength are our weakness
