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I. Intro

Having just finished Genesis the comparisons between the two books are interesting to look at:

Genesis: The commencement of heaven & earth (1:1)

Revelation: The consummation of heaven & earth (21:1)

Genesis: The entrance of sin & death (3:1-9)

Revelation: The end of sin & death (21:27, 22:3)

Genesis: The beginning of satan & his activities (3:1-7)

Revelation: The end of satan & his activities (20:10)

Genesis: Sorrow begins (3:16)

Revelation: Sorrow ends (21:4)   

Over the centuries since John wrote this book of the things, which he heard, saw & did, it has come under much scrutiny. Some have noted the different style of writing when compared to his gospel & three letters. This is easily understandable when we consider that when John wrote his gospel & letters he most likely had a scribe but since he wrote Revelation on the Island of Patmos (1:9) he would not have had one. Also the prophetic nature of Revelation would account for a vastly different writing style. The other controversial aspect of this book centers around the differing ways people interpret what John heard saw & did. There are four main views that have come forth on how the reader ought to interpret this book:

1. Preterits: The word comes from the Latin word for “bygone or former” thus what is written is “past tense”. This view sees all the events described in John’s writing as happening in the time frame of John himself & as such are “former” events as far as we are concerned. Thus those who hold this position believe that Revelation deals only with the church in John's day & is non-predictive, Revelation was only for then & not for now.

2. Historicist: Here the view is that all events described by John must fit within the scope of history from the first century to the last. History is the standard by which the events are to be interpreted. Those that hold this position believe that Revelation is a sweeping, un-ordered panorama of all church history Revelation just provides symbols describing now.

3. Futurist: Here the idea is to look at the events John describes as pertaining to the future especially from chapter four on. Those that hold this position believe that Revelation deals only with the end times, the period directly preceding Christ's return & as such has merit only for those living in the end times.

4. Idealist: This position sees the whole book as being written to inspire persecuted & suffering believers. Thus they look at it as being poetical or allegorical & isn't to be taken as literal or historic but just as encouraging.

Which of these views is the correct one? John himself gives us the right way of interpreting what he heard saw & did in the first three verses. It is important to keep in mind that this book like none others deals exclusively with Jesus Christ; after all it is even called the “Revelation of Jesus Christ”. John wrote in his gospel (17:24) Jesus’ prayer to the Father for us when Jesus said; “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.” This book then is the closest we will come to the answer of that prayer this side of eternity. Twenty eight times Jesus is called the Lamb of God in this book compared to only four times in the entire N.T. So? Well what this shows us is that in heaven we will forever be reminded of the cost of our heavenly home. 

II. Vs. 1-3 Purpose, origin, keys & benefits of the book

Vs. 1 Here John gives us the purpose & origin of what he has heard seen & did. 

A. Purpose: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” literally the “shedding of light” or the unveiling of something or someone one that has been hidden. So that which is to have light shed upon it or unveiled is Jesus. Paul wrote in Eph. 3: 8-9 that he was called to proclaim among the Gentiles “The unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ”. The proper interpretation on this book then starts & ends with Jesus being unveiled & not with just “former things”, “historical things”, “future things” or “encouraging things”. Although each of these points of view hold part of how He is unveiled. 

B. Origin: “Which God gave Him to show His servants”. Do you see that? This unveiling has come from God the Father to God the Son (Jesus) for our benefit. The unveiling was done in Glory for the specific purpose to show his servants. The word used here is dolos in the Greek & means servants by choice! Further more we are told that this disclosure of Jesus was dealing with, “things which must shortly take place.” The unveiling of Jesus by the father through the Son to us is events related to Him that will swiftly come. At the very end of the book (22:20) John will proclaim “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Like other disclosure by God to man kind it was divinely sent by heavenly messenger & it was he that brought it to John who will be told by Jesus in 1:19 to write the things which he had seen, the things which are & the things which will take place after this. 

Vs. 2 Next we are given the key to interpreting the book:

A. Key to interpretation: “Who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.” What then is the key to its interpretation? Is it looking at the events in the time frame that John wrote? Is it to be found in our understanding of history & how the things written are symbolic of things now? Is it only in our ability to comprehend future events? Or are we only to make since out of it by ascribing to it an allegory? John gives us the answer; all the things, which he heard, saw & did concerning the unveiling of Jesus is to be found in the “Word of God”. Simply put we need to understand the unveiling of Jesus by letting scripture interpret scripture. We have no need to look outside of God Word, which is the testimony of Jesus Christ for our understanding. What did John see? Well he tells us in 1:12, 19 the “glorified Jesus”. Just what is the “things that are”? Well he tells us in 1:11, 20 “the seven churches”. And what are the “things which must take place after this”? He will tell us in chapter 4 as he describes the 70th week spoken of in Daniel. 

Vs. 3 Finally John has a word to say about the benefits of reading this book:

A. Benefits: “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” The blessing is “joy” in difficult & confusing times. How will these words be a blessing that causes spiritual joy? Well they will remind us as we read, hear & keep theses words concerning the glorified Jesus that He has won & with Him we have as well! 

III. Vs. 4-8 Destination, dedication & theme of the book

Here John reveals the books, “destination, dedication & theme” for all who read it.

A. Vs. 4 Destination: “To the seven churches that are in Asia:” John tells us that he is merely the pen in fact 12 times in this book he is instructed to write. The letter is to be read & studied by “the seven churches which were in western Asia” in the are now known as Turkey. Why these Churches & not others that we know existed in that region? The truth is only two out of these seven are even mentioned outside of this book (Ephesus & Laodicea) although Thyatira is mentioned in Acts 16:14 as the place where Lydia was from. Is that not interesting that the Church that “left its first love” (2:4) & the church that is “lukewarm” (3:16) are the only two that we even know of outside this book? It is safe to assume that Revelation was to be a circular letter & would be read first at Ephesus & then passed to each church. I find it interesting that there are seven churches listed & seven is the number of perfection in scripture. It is my opinion as well as others that this is meant to show that these churches represent not only their time frame but all of church history as well. Though these words had specific significance to these churches at that time they also represent church periods through out history as well as Christians today:

1. Ephesus: 1st century church, A.D. 30 to 100.

2. Smyrna: 2nd century church, 100 A.D. to 300 A.D. a time of great suffering as more Christians were killed during this time then any other. 

3. Pergamos: This time began with the Roman emperor Constantine’s profession of faith in which he integrated pagan rituals with the Church. This made the church a state religion & as such no longer cared about the things of God. 

4. Thyatira: This was the beginning of the Catholic church in 606 A.D. & is often called the church of idolatry & it will continue through the great tribulation.

5. Sardis: The protestant church, which began in 1520 at the reformation & will continue through the tribulation as well. It is often called the dead church.

6. Philadelphia: The evangelical church, which began in 1750 & will continue until the rapture. Though this church only has a little strength it none the less keeps His Word & does not deny Hs name as it looks for His return.

7. Laodicea: This is the liberal church which began in the 1900’s & sees itself as rich but is neither hot nor cold.

The truth is there are elements of each of these churches in our own lives as believers. Thus in reading about these churches we ought to examine our own hearts & apply that which Jesus suggests for each church. 


Notice the greeting that John address to each of these seven churches, “Grace to you and peace”. Seventeen times this greeting is used in the N.T. & it is God’s desire for all of His children. What an encouragement this is no matter what circumstance, time frame or personal failure we might have God wants us & we must have abundant provisions of His grace & peace. These two words capture His attitude towards his church.

· Grace: Reveals His hearts attitude towards us. If it was anything other then His unmerited favor then we would be doomed. 

· Peace: Reveals our standing based upon His attitude. We only have peace with Him because He has chosen to act in grace towards us. As such my peace with Him is not conditional on me to maintain! 

Oh dear Christian how much of our failures would be overcome if we lived in those two truths? Do not miss this saint, what is the source of grace & peace? If you are not presently experiencing grace & peace where might you find it? John attributes their only source as being found exclusively in the:

· Father: “From Him who is and who was and who is to come”: The source is from God the Father who alone is self-existent. His grace & peace are available in the present, As He is the One who is. Further more they were just as available in the past as it is He who was. Finally they will be available in the future, as He is who is to come. God has the corner market on all grace & peace that we need. 

· Holy Spirit: “from the seven Spirits who are before His throne”: The Holy Spirit is described in His perfection & completion as Seven Spirits. This is a quote from (Isaiah 11:2) where we are told concerning Jesus that; “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord”. The whole focus of the Holy Spirit is to elevate to us the person & work of Jesus thus His work is to make sure that we can grasp the instrument of grace & peace. 

· Son vs. 5a  “from Jesus Christ” : And John expounds further upon the instrument of grace & peace by describing Him in His threefold office: 

a. Prophet “The faithful witness”: Jesus said that if you had scene Him you had scene the Father. Further more in John 8:28 He said, “that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.” 

b. Priest “The firstborn from the dead”: The author of Hebrews speaks of this in 7:27 as he shows the superiority of Jesus over that of the High Priest in as much as the; “high priests, offered up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for this He did once for all when He (Jesus) offered up Himself.”

c. King “The ruler over the kings of the earth”: Not just a prince but a ruler he is the King of Kings. 1 Tim 6:15-16 tells us that at the  “Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.” 

Vs. 5b-6 More then this John describes a threefold work of distributing this grace & peace to us:

a. Justification: “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood”. In our salvation Jesus has distributed his grace & peace towards us while we were yet sinners. 

b. Sanctification: “Has made us kings and priests” Further more after we have been saved He continues to distribute His grace & peace towards us as He sees us as kings & priests. 

c. Glorification: “To His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” Finally His grace & peace are ours for eternity into our glorified state. 

Vs. 7-8 Finally we are given the theme of this book: 

A. To see Jesus: John describes the reality is that all will see His as he is at His second coming. We know this is the second coming because “every eye will see Him” those who are Jews as well as the gentiles & they will mourn because of Him. In 1 Thess. 4: 16-17 we are told of the rapture (being caught up); “the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” The clear difference is that at the 2nd coming every eye will see Him & it won’t cause joy or comfort. 

B. Vs. 8 And who is Jesus? Well we are told here in this verse, He is God! Yeh but is this the Father or the Son speaking? It matters not as we shall see in chapter 22:13-16 that it will be Jesus who speaks these same words. Almighty is literally “the one who has his hand on everything” the word is used ten times in the New Testament, and nine of the ten occurrences are found in Revelation.
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I. Intro

In the first eight verses John introduced us to specific things about the book:

· Purpose

· Origin

· Keys to understanding it

· Benefits

· Destination

· Dedication 

· Theme

It is what you would find in most textbooks in what is called the preface, in the rest of chapter one we will see more things about the book as well as get introduced to the author Himself. 

II. Vs. 9-16 What John heard & saw

Vs. 9 John gives us the specifics as to when this unveiling of Jesus took place. We know by church history that John was around 96 years old & as such had walked with Jesus some 65 years. Apparently the Roman Emperor Domision had tried to boil John in oil this having no effect he was exiled to a small Island South West of Ephesus called Patmos. John gives the reason for his imprisonment as twofold:

a. “For the word of God”: John was placed on the Island for insisting on the claims & promises of the Bible. 

b. “For the testimony of Jesus Christ”: Also for the life changing relationship that he had with Jesus whose life was manifested in his. 

Vs. 10 As I stated last week the purpose of this book is the unveiling of Jesus Christ & John sees this unveiling in three distinct places “In heaven, in His Church & on the earth”, today we shall see what John saw in heaven concerning this unveiling. 


John starts off by letting us know what happened to him when this unveiling took place; “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet”. There are two possibilities with this phrase:

1. That on the first day of the week John went into some kind of trance.

2. That God brought John into a new & greater state by which he saw the Lords day.

Wuest in his Greek translation of this verse offers this, “I entered into a different experience in the sphere of the Spirit, (His absolute control) unto the Lords day.” In other words the Holy Spirit took complete control of John by which John was brought into seeing the Lord in His glory. In Acts 6:15 we are told that Stephen was before the Sanhedrin & that “his face was as the face of an angel.” Then in 7:55-56 at his death we are told that he was “full of the Holy Spirit” just before he said; “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” My point? Well it would seem to me that John is describing a possession of the Holy Spirit by which he was carried into the presence of the Lord. Paul describes a similar experience in 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 where he says that he was, “caught up to the third heaven” though he was not sure if he was in his body or in his spirit but while in “Paradise he heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.”  


There is yet one other verse I want to take you to that deals with what John heard & it is in 1 John 1:1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life”. The words in the Greek literally state , “which we have heard & is still ringing in our ears”. Sixty years had passed since he had last heard the voice of the Lord & yet as he said in first John it was still ringing in his ears. John had heard Jesus say as much in as he told us in John 10:27 Jesus’ words saying, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 

Vs. 11 In verse 8 the Alpha & Omega refer to God the Father here based upon the words of verse 18 “I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore”, they must be applied to Jesus & as such offer proof of his deity. 


We saw last week that these seven Church have three significance’s:

a. To the churched in that time frame

b. To the Church through our history

c. To each & every individual Christian who has these same characteristics at times

Notice that the Lord tells John first to write what he saw, which was the glorified Jesus in heaven. Above everything else, no matter what my circumstance & failure in life as a believer all can be transformed with a fresh glimpse of Jesus in His glory. Paul wrote in Romans 12 of our need to be “transformed by the renewing of your mind”. Oh that we would regularly receive a fresh dose & vision of our glorified Lord!

Vs. 12 Notice that John turns towards the voice, that is to say that he turned toward the Word of God to see who spoke to him. I like that, I think that is what you & I ought to always be doing turn to the Word, as it is He who speaks to us! There is never any attempt to describe the earthly physical appearance of Jesus; the only scriptural reference concerning Him is a prophetic one in Isa. 53:2 where we are told that “He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him.” 


As John turned the first thing that caught his eye was what surrounded the voice who spoke to him, “having turned I saw seven golden lampstands”. Verse 20 of this chapter gives us the interpretation of what the “seven golden lampstands” are as Jesus tells John those are the “seven churches”. In the 2nd & 3rd chapters the Lord will speak of how His light shone through those churches. For now we notice that they are “golden” why are they so? Well they are golden because they are His lampstands & He is in their midst. Why lampstands? Well you will recall Jesus declared tow very important things in the gospels:

a. John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” The key here is following the source of light, Jesus! 

b. Matt. 5:14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.” Speaking to the Church He declares that we are the light of the world & of coarse it is because He is in our midst thus we reflect His light!

Vs. 13 The descriptive phrase “Son of man” is used 194 times in the Bible & 87 times of those are in the N.T. 85 of those are Jesus’ use of them to describe Himself. In fact the only other two people that use this phrase are Steven at his stoning & twice in this unveiling as John describes Jesus. This is Jesus favorite way of describing himself in scripture, but why? Well I can think of two reasons:

a. Prophetic Isa. 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”  Immanuel literally means “God with us”, so clearly Jesus wanted all to know that He was the One whom this verse was speaking of.

b. Identification: Phil. 2:5-8 “Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Jesus wanted all to understand that for the purpose of redemption He identified in appearance with us sinners. 

Before we look at John’s glorious description notice again that Jesus is in the midst of His Church, (you & I). Then allow your mind to go to where Jesus in Matt. 18:20 says, “where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” Jesus is with us & for us in every practical since we can imagine, His desire is to let His glory shine through to light up a world that is dead in their darkness!


Now in this glorified description where John describes Jesus as “clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters”. We can see four things:

a. Vs. 13 “Clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band” This description of the clothing is very characteristic of clothing that would be worn by a priest or a judge. This tells us that Jesus in His glory is dressed in His righteousness & holiness. The fact that John declares that He is girded about the chest & not the waste speaks to the fact that He is ready for action not service. Further more that which is girding Him is Gold reveals that He is God.   
b. Vs. 14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire”. In these next two verses John describes the glorified Lord from head to toe. In Dan. 7:9 he saw the same vision as he wrote “the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool.” Thus John’s description speaks to Jesus eternal nature, He is all powerful, all knowing, every where present. John specifically notices His eyes which are a flame of fire, bright & piercing. We are reminded of the words in 2 Chron 16:19 where we read that “the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.” In 1 John 1:5 John described God as being “light and in Him is no darkness at all.” Then in 1 Tim 6:15-16 Paul tells us “Jesus Christ's is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.” Folks there are no place to hide from those eyes, yet why should we want too? It is in those eyes that we have experienced His never-ending love!

c. Vs. 15 “His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters”. It will be at these feet that every knee shall bow & every tongue confesses that He is Lord. These are the feet that have bruised the head of satan. The fact that they are of brass speaks of judgement & notice that they have been refined in a furnace. He has walked as a man as we have yet with out sin, His is a life a victory thus non can say, “Jesus you just don’t understand what temptation I had to endure.” His voice is as the sound of many waters so as to hear nothing else. His is the only words that matters all other voices & opinions will be silenced by His majesty & glory. Yet it is this same voice of a shepherd that we His sheep come the moment He calls. 

d. Vs. 16 “He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.” Finally we are told more of His glorious nature. Verse 20 reveals that the seven stars are “the seven angels or messengers of the seven churches”. Some see this as it relates to the pastors of the churches which is interesting seeing that they are in His right hand. In the Psalms it mentions things being attributed to being in God’s right hand. For instance in Ps. 16:11 we are told that in His “right hand are pleasures forevermore.” In John 10:28-29 Jesus spoke of those that belonged to Him as being secure as know one would be able to “snatch them out of His or His Father’s hand.” Wow, what a comfort that is to know that what ever may come my way it will not dislodge me from Him. Out of His mouth is a “sharp two-edged sword”, not just the dagger of Heb. 4:12 where we are told that the Word of God “is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” No it is a sword not a dagger. In John 14:10 Jesus said that, “The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.” There is no wasted Word’s in Jesus mouth it always the truth in love! His countenance is the “sun in it’s strength” which ought to remind all that He can bless as well as burn! 

III. Vs. 17-20 Let’s meet the author

Vs. 17-18 This is the same apostle who described his time with the Lord on earth as “leaning on Jesus' bosom”, yet here seeing Jesus unveiled he falls “at His feet as dead.” But because of Jesus work on the cross on our behalf we need not be afraid He has according to Col. 2:14 “wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.” We are in the hand of grace from Him who is the First & the Last. He alone is the One who has always been & always will be, He showed Himself to be this by overcoming death on our behalf & now He alone holds the keys of Hades & Death. It is great to realize that Jesus holds our future in His hand & our being their has nothing to do with our works only His! 

Vs. 19-20 Finally we are given the outline of the book:

a. “Write the things which you have seen”: 1:11-18 The vision of Jesus in Heaven. 

b. “And the things which are”: Chapters 2-3 The vision of Jesus through His church.

c. “And the things which will take place after this”: Chapters 4:22 The vision of Jesus as seen in the events after the things of the Church.

One eighth of the book deals with the vision of Jesus through His Church yet there is always the tendency to become preoccupied with the things that will take place after the Church to the exclusion of the vision of Jesus through His church. 


Clearly the Word of God is the key to the interpretation of the book as we can see right here in verse 20. A “mystery” in scripture is that which was once hidden but now in Christ Jesus has been made known! 
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“Sweet & sour churches”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-7 Desiring the desired One

III. Vs. 8-11 Bitter blessings

I. Intro

As we have already noted these words of Jesus not only fit the time frame in which they were written but also different church ages, as well as different aspects of every individual believers life. I mention this as we might be tempted to quickly pass over this section of scripture thinking that these words have no significance towards us personally, nothing could be further from the truth. 


Jesus follows a specific format as John wrote these words to the seven churches. Not every church listed contains every ingredient but there are many similarities. I’ve come up with ten ingredients in Jesus words to the seven churches:

· Author

· Approval

· Accusation

· Admonition

· Atonement 

· Announcement

· Appraisal

· Appeal

· Accreditation (only Philadelphia)
· Accommodation (only Philadelphia)
In five of the seven churches Jesus approves of something about them. In five of them He has an accusation, although these very from church to church. In five of them He has a word of admonition & to five of them He has an announcement or promise. To three of them He makes an appeal & only once does He offer an atonement (Ephesus), appraisal, (Laodicea) accreditation or accommodation (Philadelphia). If you were paying attention you would have noticed that I have yet to mention one of those ten ingredients & what interests me as well as encourages me is that in each of those seven churches it appears. Every word from approval to appraisal starts off with the Author identifying Himself. No matter what the condition of His Church they never cease being His Church although they are warned if they continue in their course they will be removed or spewed out of His mouth they at the time of His words were still His. Truly Jesus is the “the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2 )          
    

II. Vs. 1-7 Desiring the desired One

Vs. 1 In Chapter 1:1 John told us that the unveiling of Jesus came from the Father to the Son to an angel. Here we notice that Jesus tells John to write to the angel of the Churches. Several things cause me to believe that John was writing to pastors & not angels:

a. Are we to believe that John was receiving a message from the Father to the son to an angel only to write it down for another angel? This seems to me to be a bit cumbersome. I mean why not just tell the angel Himself?  

b. Why tell an angel at all, I mean the words here a clearly meant for the Church & not for angels. 

c. It is for this reason I believe the most probable interpretation of the word “angels or messengers” is pastors. The problem with this interpretation is the fact that John sees that Jesus has the stars in His right hand. Referring to pastors as stars in light of our contemporary definition of that word bothers us. The word literally means that which is strewn over the sky & as such depicts the visibility & light in which the pastor ought to be in the world that abounds in darkness. That being true I can’t help but think of the contemporary definition as well as I see how often the Church has become more identified with the “star” rather then the One who holds the star. We must guard our hearts from “star gazing” instead opting for “Son worshipping”!

Vs. 1b Author: Next notice that John sees Jesus not only in the Churches midst but walking about. In other words Jesus is active amongst the Church seeking to minister to it because He is preoccupied with it. The name Ephesus literally means the “desired one” & I rather think that it is important that we see ourselves as desired by Him, His desire is towards us we are His desired ones. 

Vs.2-3, 6 Approval: “I know you works”, appears to each of the messages to the seven Churches & reminds us that Jesus is aware of everything about us from our service to our motives for our service. In dealing with this Church Jesus commends them for four specific things:

a. Vs. 2a “Your labor, your patience”: The word for “labor” is intense labor or toil to the point of exhaustion. It is often used in the N.T. to depict enduring under extreme trial. What we see here in Jesus’ words is an approval because this Church was self sacrificing as well as steadfast. This was no quitter Church clearly this church had not “grown weary while doing good” (Gal. 6:9, 2 Thess. 3:13).      

b. Vs. 2b “And that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars”: Jesus describes them as being “uncompromisingly pure.” In Acts 20: 27-31 Paul warned the Elder of this Church that false teachers would attempt to come in & it appears that they had heeded that warning from Paul as 30 years later Jesus commends them for guarding against this infiltration. They had so examined the teachings of those that would seek to instruct them in the Word & those that did not line up with the teaching of the word of God were exposed as false teacher & liars!    

c. Vs. 3 “And you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary”: This is the second time in two verses that Jesus describes this Church as having “patience”, they weren’t a bunch of complainers nor were they prone to discouragement during their service. Jesus tells us what the key to their success in this area was, “they labored for His name sake” & not their own! We will all grow weary in our service if it is based upon seeing results fashioned around our name & reputation, but it we serve the Lord for His name sake, His reputation we will have unswerving patience as we will know that it is the Lord that “adds to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47).

d. Vs. 6 “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” The word “Nicolaitan” comes from two words “nico” meaning “priest” &  “laitans” meaning “laity”. It describes a practice of lording over the people by setting over the people a man between God & the people. The reason for Jesus’ hatred of this practice is to be found in Paul’s words to Timothy in 1 Tim. 2:5 where he says “there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus”. It is unfortunate that the Church had so soon adopted the practice of manipulation of the people by putting a priest in between god & believers. The Church of Ephesus refused to ever be seen as a go between for man. They may have left their first love but their failure lie not in the attempt to become more important then the Lord.   

Vs. 4 Accusation:  “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.” I can not help but wonder in light of Jesus’ approval how responsive I would be to these words? In spite of all the positive attributes they had as a church they were not growing more in love with Jesus. They had become so busy maintaining their separation that they had neglected their adoration. The truth is we are all to prone to this & it can be seen when we substitute labor for love & purity for passion, we must maintain both if we are going to continue to grow more in love with Him. It has well been said  that it is only when, “We love Him fervently that we can serve Him faithfully!” 


Notice that it is not that they lost their first love they simply left Him. When you lose something it implies that you don’t know where you left it but when you leave something you know where it is. The word for left is literally “forsook” or to lay something aside. And what is it that they laid aside? Well Jesus tells them “that which was most important”. Their service was mechanical, motion without emotion! In Jer. 2:2 the Lord through the prophet describes Israel’s “first love” towards Him by saying, “I remember you, The kindness of your youth, The love of your betrothal, When you went after Me in the wilderness, In a land not sown.” The devotion we all first experienced with the Lord, fervent, personal, exciting, uninhibited. Yes our love will deepen but it ought not lose the wide eye excitement & wonder of our honeymoon with the Lord. All to often we have treaded our honeymoon with the Lord to only a honey-do! How can we determine if this has happened to us? Well ask yourself, “Have I ever been more in love with Jesus then I am right now?” If the answer is yes then we have fallen back & are not growing in our love.

Vs. 5 Admonition & atonement:  Jesus does not just make an accusation without offering a solution & here we see the “Three R’s of how to rekindle your love for Him”: 

1. “Remember”: “Therefore from where you have fallen”. The word here is literally “keep on remembering ” in other words we need to cultivate a desire to commune with Him. How do you do that? Well, spend time doing the things you first did when you initially became a follower of Jesus. You went to every Bible study you could, prayed at every opportunity, there was always praise songs going on in you head.

2. “Repent”: The word here means more then just being sorry, it means to change what we think, what we feel as well as what we do. In other words we need to turn from anything or anyone that would hinder our devotion to Him. 

3. “Repeat”: “And do the first works”. Again the idea here is going back & doing those activities that caused you to grow to begin with. 

Notice though Jesus warns that there are consequences for the lack of taking action, “or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place; unless you repent.” The truth here is that the person or Church that leaves it’s first love will lose it’s light! If we do not seek to rekindle our love for Him then we will cease experiencing His presence in our lives. He will no longer be moving about us & His testimony will not be present amongst us. Jesus never stays long in a Church no matter how busy they might be for Him if they are no longer in love with Him! 

Vs. 7 Announcement: The promise is conditional based upon those that “overcomes”. In 1 John 5:4-5 John told us just who the overcomers were, “whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world; our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” The tree is the cross, which must always be placed in the center of the believers life. Adam was banned from this tree so as not to remain in a permanent state of death but those whose trust in Jesus has secured their victory over the world are given to eat of the tree of life in paradise.
III. Vs. 8-11 Bitter blessings

Vs. 8 Smyrna was located 35 miles North of Ephesus right on the coast of what is now called Izmir in Turkey.  Founded by Alexander the Great it was best known as the direct trade route between Rome, Persia & India, as such was a wealthy community. Based upon verse 9 we know that it had a large Jewish community as well. The name Smyrna comes from the root word myrrh, which is a bitter herb, used for embalming, perfumes & was an ingredient in the holy anointing oil for temple priests. The name fits the time frame of the 2nd century Church that lasted 200 years & was a time of the greatest suffering the Church ever experienced as over 6 million believers were put to death for their faith. This Church, we are told in Church History, had a very famous pastor that was a disciple of John’s that has become widely known by a book that was translated into English based upon his death called “The martyrdom of Polycarp”. It s tells the story of this pastor who was burnt alive in 155 A.D. for refusing to renounce Jesus as Lord & King. His words still hold great truth as he spoke saying, “For 86 years I have served my King who saved me, & He has never done me wrong. How can I now blaspheme Him?” When told that he was to be fed to the Lion’s he responded by saying, “Bring them on! We are not accustomed to repenting of goodness in order to do something evil.” 


Smyrna, like their pastor Polycarp demonstrates the availability of grace while under persecution. As such it is one of only two churches that Jesus has no words of accusation to say to it, the other is Philadelphia. 

Vs. 8b Author: Jesus is speaking to the suffering Church & in so doing identifies with their suffering by telling them that He is “the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life”. The reference is that of His death & resurrection as the only One who being eternal became incarnate & died. He was willing to die on their behalf while they were yet sinners could they do anything less then suffer that they might inherit eternal life? The Bible tells us that there are four reasons why believers suffer:

a. Disciplinary: 1 Cor. 11:30-32, Heb 12:3-13

b. Preventive: 2 Cor. 12:7 (Paul kept from self exaltation) 

c. Educational: Rom. 5:3-5, James 1:2-4

d. Purification: 2Cor. 4:11-12 (causes us to be a better witness) 

Vs. 9 Approval: “I know your works” Jesus knows just what we are going through, we don’t have to sell Him on our needs, He knows our struggles & Heb. 2: 9 tells us was tempted in every way as we are yet with out sin. They are approved on two things: 

a. “Tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich)”: Literally this phrase means, “crushed by constant trouble being destitute like a beggar”. It is the same Jesus who while upon this earth said in Matt. 8:20 “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Because this Church refused to participate in the sins of the world they were stripped of their jobs & wealth. To the world they were poor but to Jesus they were the ones that were rich. There were not many Christians who would practice compromise because by just being a believer meant that you lost everything. Jim Eliot once wrote, “He is no fool who gives up what he can not keep to gain what he can never lose!” 

b. “And I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.” This reference is to the Judaizers who were trying to get the believers to practice traditions above their relationship thus they used persecution to accomplish this task. Yet it didn’t work as they practiced what Paul taught in 1 Cor. 3:11 “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

Vs. 10 Admonition: Jesus gives this church two exhortations:

1. “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.” Literally “stop being afraid” why? Because nothing they were going to suffer could rob them of the blessings that were already theirs in Christ. In fact their suffer was only going to accomplish their glorification. The testing would produce a far great weight of glory 7 it was only a short time (10 days) while compared to eternity. The number tells us several things:

a. Their suffering was for a specific period of time & as such had a marked boundary.

b. Ten is the number of human failure & as such could speak to them that this suffering had nothing to do with the Lord only with those in the world.      

2. “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Apparently as yet none of them had died yet so the Lord wants them to understand that death has no permeate hold upon them instead death was the greatest opportunity they would ever know. Victory is certain, & it is important for us to see that a crown always follows the cross!  

Vs. 11 Announcement: Again the message is for whoever reads it & has a heart to apply the truth. The 2nd death is defined for us in Rev. 20:14 & 21: 8 as “Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” The lake of fire was never intended for man but rather for the devil & his demons only those who refuse to love the truth to death will go their & it is they themselves that are punching their own ticket. 

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

III. Chp. 2-3 The vision of His Church: (1:19b) “The things, which are”

2:12-29

“Compromised & corrupted churches”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 12-17 A mixed marriage 

III. Vs. 18-29 A corrupted sacrifice

I. Intro

Pergamos was located 20 miles from the Mediterranean Sea & called the greatest city in Asia Minor. Its importance was not commercial rather it was religious, as it was the first city to have a temple dedicated to Caesar. The name “Pergamos” in Greek is a compound word that means “mixed marriage” & it fits it well as this church represents the time frame in church history from 300 A.D. to 600 A.D. After the death of Diocletian two men contended for emperor of Rome, Maxentius from the west  & Constantine from the east in a daring military move Constantine crossed the Alps in hopes to doslodge the militarily superior Maxentius from Italy. It was a daring gamble they placed him just outside of Rome where he would have to face a vastly larger army at the Milvian Bridge. He turned to help to the God of the Christians & in a dream that night saw a cross with the words in this sign conquer. His victory convinced him of the power of the Christian God & as such he became Christian. 


The facts of his conversion are that he still conspired to murder all those that opposed him & he was only baptized the day before he died. His brand of Christianity called a halt to all state run persecutions, made Sunday a legal holiday & by 312 A.D. the state religion which made everyone in the empire a Christian as well as all religious practices were now called Christian practices. The effect of this was that Christianity was now mixed with the religions of the world including all the ancient Babylonian cults such as the worship of the dead, priests wearing different clothing the worship of the “mother of God”. Yet still there were those who refused to compromise with the world. In Smyrna Satan was outside the Church in Pergamos he has decided to join it. The power the Church had was superficial as it came from man through compromise with the world & as such the world embraced the church.

II. Vs. 12-17 A mixed marriage

Vs. 12 Author: To the Church that had mixed its self with the world Jesus reveals Himself as the One who has a sharp two-edge sword. The sword was a sign of Roman authority & power but here it is used to describe His character. You will recall in Heb. 4:12 that the word of God is described as a “two-edge sword”, it is the weapon that Jesus used to defeat the devil at His temptation but it cuts both ways! Nothing but truth can defeat error & no peace can ever last through compromise! 

Vs. 13 Approval: They are approved on three things:

A. Fruitfulness in spite of circumstances: “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is.” Jesus knew the conditions in which this church had to serve in. They were living in the center of satanic influence & power in the world yet there were those there who had still not compromised. The Church that seeks to be “popular with the world will not be popular with Christ!” 

B. Fidelity in spite of opposition: “And you hold fast to My name”. Though they dwelt in the center of false worship there were those that remained faithful to His name. In the Bible a person’s name represented their character & this remnant refused to compromise with Christ’s character though if they had they would have been spared persecution. A healthy Church is not to be judged based upon the numbers that gather but rather upon their conviction in whose name they have gathered! Jesus told us as much in Matt 18:20 where He said, “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

C. Faithfulness in spite of persecution: “Did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.” The remnant did not compromise in the area of doctrinal teaching even when it costs them their lives. Words & their meanings in the area of our trust in Christ are a matter of life & death. Their trust of Jesus’ words went far beyond mere intellectual assent to total surrender to the point of death. We know nothing of Antipas other then what his name means “against all” & that he was such to the point of death. 

Vs. 14-15 Accusation: There are two accusations but they both stem from a greater issue found in the words “you have there those” & “you also have those”. They were not all guilty of these two problems but they were guilty of tolerating the two problems. There were those who had compromised the truth but the rest had compromised by allowing them to remain in their midst. Jesus mentions two false teachings that some held on to:

A. Vs. 14 “the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.” Balaam failure is mentioned three different ways in scripture: 

1. 2 Peter 2:15 “The way of Balaam”: Which is the selling of God’s gift for money. He was a prophet spelled “profit”, as he had the word of God in his mouth but not in his heart, seen in the fact that he was willing to compromise for a price. 

2. Jude 11 “Error of Balaam”: This was his assumption that God would curse His own Children the nation of Israel.

3. Rev. 2:14 “The doctrine of Balaam”: Jesus gives us the definition of what the doctrine of Balaam was as it is the teaching of God’s children to worship other gods & to commit sexual immorality. Simply put it is the seducing of the people of God to practice a false way of worship thus causing them to commit spiritual adultery. How were they able to accomplish this? Well those that held this teaching were placed in such high regards that they were above the word of God, they lord over the people.  

B. Vs. 15 “the doctrine of the Nicolaitans”: As we saw with the church at Ephesus the Nicolaitans were a group that stressed the separation between God & the common believer by placing the priest as the go between. The out come was the blurring of moral & theological truths that made Jesus a created being. In 325 A.D. the heads of different churches met at Nicea to establish what is now called the Nicene Creed which establish the trinity of the God head. 

Vs. 16-17 Admonition: All are to repent or else Jesus will come & fight against those who continue to compromise. They ought to be more concerned with the sword of the spirit then the sword of Rome! There is no other option given this church either repent or be judged. He will gather the wheat & burn the tares! Those who have an ear to hear “the over comers” are the ones who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 


Interesting that Jesus promises to give them hidden manna, which was the food, used to sustain Israel in the wilderness. Jesus in John 6:30-35 spoke of Himself being that “hidden manna” from heaven that gives life to the world. In other words the promise is that of more of Himself to those who turn only to Him! The white stone was used by the judge to acquit the accused of a crime & here we see that if they repent they will be not only acquitted but rather transformed!

III. Vs. 18-29 A corrupted sacrifice

The fourth letter is the longest of them but to the smallest of cities. Thyatira was 30 miles south of Pergamos & 30 miles north west of Sardis. It was a Roman military town full of trade guilds & its pride was the temple to Zeus the Greek sun god. In Acts 16:14 Paul says that it was the town where Lydia who was a seller of purple dye was originally from. The name Thyatira literally means “continual sacrifice” & the name fits well the historical time frame of the church of this era which is from 606 to 1500 A.D. also known as the dark ages. This was the time of the crusades, inquisitions the selling of indulgences the embracing of pagan rituals above the teachings of Christ. For example in 1229 the reading of the Bible outside of the priesthood was outlawed, in 1545 tradition was made equal in authority to the Bible & by 1870 the pope was declared infallible. Among the many false teachings stared during this time was the practice of the continual sacrifice of Jesus for our sins, (called the mass), instead of the once for all sacrifice for our sins, (Rom. 6:10, Heb 7:27, 10:10). They all started the false teaching that at communion Jesus literally becomes the bread or host & it is only in our partaking of this continual sacrifice of Him that we appropriate His grace for the remission of our sins. Thus according to this teaching we are saved by works & not grace which contradicts the clear teaching of Eph. 2:8-9, Heb. 9:24-28. It was all of these aberrant teachings that lead a German monk who had regularly starved himself to satisfy the teaching of penance & contrition to read the book of Romans & to his amazement discover Paul’s clear teaching that we are justified by faith (Rom. 1:17). Martin Luther then wrote his letter outlining 95 false teachings of the Roman Catholic church. It is to this church that Jesus writes His letter of judgement & we too ought to hear what the Spirit has to say towards any area where we may have taken up a false system of worship. 

Vs. 18 Author: This is the only time in revelation where Jesus emphasizes His deity & it is no wonder as it was this time frame in Church history where they made the worship His mother of grater importance then the worship of Him. To this church He says His eyes are like a flame of fire & his feet like fine brass as He is the only One that sees all things & he has the final say on all maters not His mother. 

Vs. 19 Approval:   In this the longest of all the letters this one verse stands as Jesus’ only approval of the church. Unlike the Church at Ephesus where purity remained while love dwindled this church kept on serving, loving trusting patiently. The problem was not their devotion but rather what their devotion was towards! They were more faithful, loving & serving a system of devotion then the person of Christ! We need to be careful as we to can be more faithful to a system of works to be righteous instead of a savior who loves us! 

Vs. 20-23 Accusation: Again their problem was not that they taught but rather that they “allowed” false teaching & then followed it above the word of God. Through out Church history most of the Churches problems can be traced to the fact that we have been prone to follow a leader instead of our savior & we end up obeying their system instead of His word. 

The mention of Jezebel is obviously figuratively as she lived from 900 B.C. to 850 B.C. . Apparently this women’s seduction of God’s people mirrored that of Jezebel who was the wife of Ahab. Through her leading she did away with the true priests of God & established the worship of Baal & Asherah the fertility god. She was nearly successful in totally eliminating the true worship of God as she killed all the priests & even tried to kill Elijah. The seduction of the servants of God was nearly complete so thought Elijah until God open his eyes to the fact that there were still 7000 that had not yet bowed their knees to Baal. 

Vs. 21-23 These stark words of our Lord are separated from what He calls in verse 24 “the rest in Thyatira”. Here He says, “I gave you time to repent” then in verse 22 he allowed her immorality to have its natural consequences which caused her to become ill, then finally to save the future churches Jesus says that He will wipe out her spiritual offspring! It is He who searches the minds & the hearts & if they want to be rewarded by their works He will grant them their wish! Their destruction would become an example for those that would follow not to take the same coarse of spiritual harlotry, says the Lord! 

Vs. 24-29 Admonition: There were not many who had not followed this false system of worship where tradition is above God’s word but there was a group who did not have this doctrine & to them He says, “I will put on you no other burden”. Only that they were to “hold fast what you have till I come”, just keep on keeping on making Jesus the main thing. 


Finally they are given a twofold promise:

a. Vs. 26 “Power over the nations”: Which then is described for us as ruling with the Son & the Father. In other words if they stay to the end they will find out that they were on the winning side all along even though it didn’t seem like it at times.    

b. Vs. 28 “The mourning star”: In the 22nd chapter of this book Jesus is called the bright morning star, so He promises to give these faithful believers more of Himself.      

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

III. Chp. 2-3 The vision of His Church: (1:19b) “The things, which are”

3:1-13

“Dead or alive churches”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-6 Those who came our dead 

III. Vs. 7-13 Those given an open door 

I. Intro

We now move into Jesus 5th letter to the church & this one is addressed to Sardis, which means, “escaping ones” or remnant. Sardis was the capital of the region known as Lydia, which was, located 50 miles east of Ephesus at a junction of five main roads. The fortress of the city sat atop a 1500-foot plateau & for this reason was thought to be impregnable but history would prove that theory wrong twice as sentries fell asleep while keeping watch. The cites chief god was Artemis who was thought to be able to restore people back from the dead, its chief manufacturing product was that of wool garments & you can see these two things reflected in Jesus words of verse 1 & 4. 


The time frame in church history that this fits is 1500-1700 called the reformation. Most often it is called the protestant reformation when in reality Catholics started the reformation. Luther & others were tired of being under the repressive state religions ran by corrupt popes, though people followed these brave men out of Roman Catholicism in the end most of the people joined the movement based upon intellectual agreement rather then a personal relationship with Jesus. The out come of this was great creeds & confessions but all that was established was formalism that just favored different ceremonies & systems which became denominations that worshiped there system above their savior! Donald G. Barnhouse observes, “There is nothing wrong with the Westminster confession, but if you go throughout Christianity you will find the gospel in a box called a coffin; yes there are believers but all to often dead formal orthodoxy characterizes their devotion!” 

II. Vs. 1-6 Those who came our dead

Vs. 1a Author: As in all of His letters to these Churches Jesus’ identification points to what they need. This reference was already mentioned in 1:4 & traced back to Isa. 9 where the “seven Spirits of God” speak of the fullness of the Holy Spirit & the stars refer to the pastors or messengers. Thus the need of this church was like that of the reformation in that they needed to understand the work of the Holy Spirit & for the leadership of the Church to more fully submit to Him who holds them! As this relates to you & I, Jesus wants control of our hearts as well of His church. Our profession without His complete possession is just mere religion. Even they we may be busy, as was this church & this church age, all of the business apart from the power of the Holy Spirit will never bring life! You see the Holy Spirit is not a program, He is a person & as such we are told in Eph. 4:25-32 ten things in out live that will grieve Him:

1. Vs. 25 Lying or “exaggerating”

2. Vs. 27 Giving opportunity to the devil, “compromise” 

3. Vs. 28 Stealing

4. Vs. 29 Corrupt communication, “anything that does not build up”

5. Vs. 31 Bitterness

6. Vs. 31 Wrath

7. Vs. 31 Anger

8. Vs. 31 Loud quarreling

9. Vs. 31 evil speaking

10. Vs. 32 Not being forgiving

No amount of profession can help this only repentance can!

Vs. 1b Admonition: Jesus said this church had a “name” that they were alive, but were in fact dead. Their reputation from the outside was impressive, they had activity but still they lacked true power. Their name was before men & not God, as such they were more into their results then they were their relationship. Jesus can easily tell the difference between a corpse in a white tux & a servant in a white robe! 

Vs. 2-3 Accusation & Appeal: 

Accusation:        

a. Vs. 2b “I have not found your works perfect before God.” No matter how alive they or others thought they were Jesus says, they were on their last breaths. The word “perfect” means, “not fulfilled”, that is to say they had not lived up to God’s design & stopped short. This complacency lead to compromise & compromise lead to corruption & corruption was about to lead them into a casket. The world often views Christians as neither dangerous nor desirable; instead just decent people with a dying witness thus a decaying ministry!

b. Vs. 3b “Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.” This city was well aware of its own history of slumbering sentries so Jesus uses it to remind them of even a greater problem of them falling asleep while guarding the fortress & that is falling asleep while guarding your heart. Our response to the soon return of Jesus serves as a great indicator as to our spiritual condition & the Bible speaks of three reactions:

1. Rev. 3:3 Fear “I will come upon you as a thief”: If some one were to break into your house your first reaction would be fear. But why fear? Well because of lack of recognition! Now, when I come home after work & walk into the house my wife does not run to the closet with the phone to dial 911. 

2. 2 Peter 3: 3-4 Indifference “that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” The second reaction is just indifference & Peter says it is so because of those that are walking according to their own lusts. Now if when I came home & said “Honey I’m home!” And she responded, “So, you’ve been coming home for years & nothings changed I mean what’s the big deal?” I think we would not have a very good relationship.

3. Rev. 22:20 Anticipation “Surely I am coming quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” Here we see John’s response to Jesus’ words & he says, “So be it, even so, come, Lord Jesus”. Man you can just hear the excitement in those words. I’ve got to tell you that I love coming home to my wife even after 25 years as she makes it my favorite time of the day.

If we are not excited about being in the presence of the Lord & are instead afraid then that might indicate that you don’t know Him, He’s a stranger to you. Or If you are indifferent towards being in His presence then that might indicate that there is something that has interrupt or damaged your fellowship with Him! Ok what do we do if that is the case? Well Jesus gives us five things to revive the dead: 

Appeal: 

1. Vs. 2a “Be watchful”: Wake up! That’s always the first step to personal renewal to wake up & recognize that there is something wrong.

2. Vs. 2b “Strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God”: What ever life there is cultivate it, strengthen it & make it healthy. 

3. Vs. 3a “Remember therefore how you have received and heard”: This is similar council that Jesus gave the church at Ephesus. Look back at when there was life & remember how your heart acted like that of a little child’s.

4. Vs. 3b “Hold fast”: Don’t give up, be consistent, and keep going.

5. Vs. 3c “Repent”: Tell Him what He already knows & turn form any area that is wrong. 

Vs. 4 Approval: There was a remnant that had remained pure as white is the color for righteousness. Jesus says, even in Sardis there were a few that had walked with Him in purity & because of that they are given the promise of walking with Him in the future. 

Vs. 5 The “overcomer” is defined for us by John in 1 John 5:5 & it is he who will be clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Not the book of life has been written before the foundations of the world, (Rev. 17:8). And the names of those written in it we are told are follow workers in the gospel (Phil 4:3). I have often wondered since God is not willing that any should parish & that all should have everlasting life if every does not start out with their name in the book of life & rather chose to have it removed. It seems such based upon this verse.

III. Vs. 7-13 Those given an open door

In Jesus 6th letter to His church you will notice not one word of condemnation in the seven verses here. Philadelphia, “love of the brethren” was located 30 miles south east of Sardis & was prone to earthquakes. In was neither an important city nor a large city its only claim was that it was the gateway to the east. In the eyes of the world it may have had little strength but in the eyes of our Lord He set before it an open door. Historically this would match the evangelical church of 1520 to the present day. During this period of church history such people as, Hudson Taylor, William Carry, and Amy Carmichael have carried the gospel around the world. The great challenge of this church is not that there is not any open doors but rather that there are to few people to go through them & far to often the ones that do go through do so in their own strength. 

Vs. 7 Author: Since there is no word of correction to this Church Jesus’ description of Himself is meant to encourage them. Perhaps because of their location or the view others had of them they did not think that their work for the Lord mattered much because they were so small & weak. Jesus reveals three things of encouragement based upon His character: “These things says”

a. “He who is holy”: Above every other aspect of His character Jesus is holy, in other words He always does right, He is free from any defilement & as such can not do wrong!  

b. “He who is true”: Here the idea is that of right conduct, in other words always does right. It is interesting to see how conduct always seems to follow character. Jesus is perfect in who He is therefor He is perfect in what He does. To the Church little in size He declares that this is not a problem with Him indeed it is an asset.   

c. “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: This is a reference to Isa. 22:22 where God spoke to Eliakim the High priest about the authority He was going to give him. Hezekiah was the King & the Assyrians were marching upon Jerusalem & the inhabitance of the city instead of repenting were having an “eat, drink & be marry for tomorrow we die” attitude. The keys were to the treasury of David & as such he was giving the authority to distribute the provisions as needed. So to this Church Jesus shows Himself with absolute authority to give as He sees fit no matter what their position was in the world’s eyes He saw them as the ones He desired to use. The point is “We must never let what we don’t have keep us from what we must do!”

Vs. 8 Approval: To this Church of little strength Jesus provides an open door. An open door speaks of an opportunity for ministry & what’s greater still is this door is not only open but can not be shut! Three things no doubt contributed to their success:

a. “You have a little strength”: The word little means unimportant & is the same word used of Jesus when He speaks of Zachaeus. It speaks of how the world sizes up people & things. How did their being little aide in their success? Well it made them totally dependent upon the Lord. Jesus knows that our effectiveness lies upon our understanding our condition, which is weak, so that we can only trust in His strength. Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 12:10 “I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”      

b. “Have kept My word”: They consistently centered their lives on obedience to His word.  

c. “Have not denied My name”: They keep Jesus the main thing! Their identity never wavered as it was all about becoming more like Him.

To the Church that is dependent upon Him, only desirous to be like Him & just wants to be known in Him; there will always be an open door of ministry that no one can shut & not even the gates of Hades shall prevail against it, a fact that is brought out in verse 9.  

Vs. 9 The first promise Jesus makes to this church is that He will take care of its enemies, as they are not our enemies but His. Nothing can or will be able to thwart His plans or opportunities. This church was up against a false system of worship & Jesus says because you worship Me & are seated with me in heavenly places they are going to come before us & worship at our feet. The world saw this little church & thought because of their size they were unloved by the Lord but nothing could be further from the truth. Jesus already told them He alone held the keys, thus where unbelief sees obstacles faith sees opportunities. Since the Lord will take care of all of those who oppose us all we have are opportunities. Jesus promises to strengthen this church, to use this church & now He promises them victory.

Vs. 10-11 Accreditation: Here is another great promise based upon their obedience to persevere trusting in His strength. Several things to not about this promise:

a. “I also will keep you from”: The word “from” means “out of” not through. In other words Jesus promise to this Church is to keep us out of the trial that will come upon the world to test the world.  

b. “The hour of trial”: The word hour is a word that represents a very specific time period. In other words the promise to take them from the very hour or time period.    

c. “Which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth”: It is very obvious that this is a reference to the great tribulation, which we will see in chapters 6-19.

So in summation this promise is not to bring us through the  tribulation, nor is it to be removed out of the trial of the tribulation but rather to be taken from the very time period altogether. 

Vs. 11 So what should this church do in light of this promise? Well Jesus tells them “I’m coming quickly” so hold fast what you have. The crown always refers to rewards & not salvation & so Jesus is saying stay the coarse your on tell I come for you! 

Vs. 12-13 Accommodation: They are not only promised a crown but to stand in His presence forever. In Solomon’s temple there were two pillars that he was to give names, Jachin “God establishes” & Boaz “Strength”. The Lord Himself will write on us His new name & we will never again go out into the world. Our identity will be established threefold: 

a. name of My God 

b. the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. 

c. And I will write on him My new name.

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

III. Chp. 2-3 The vision of His Church: (1:19b) “The things, which are”

3:14-22

“The poverty of a people ruled church”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 14-17 Neither cold not hot  

III. Vs. 18-22 I stand at the door & knock 

This the last of seven letters to the churches which were written to three specific groups:

a. To the people of that time period that lived in those cites when John was alive.

b. To people of differing periods in church history, “this one would be around 1900”.

c. Finally clearly as each of these letters ends Jesus says the same 15 words, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Thus these letters are for each of us.

Laodicea means ruled by the people, which is a fitting name as it is what lies at the heart of their problem. The city of 17,000, located 40 miles south east of Philadelphia, was made up of a wealthy class of people as it was a banking center made famous by it medical school which produced an eye suave & a very expensive black wool. It had no fortress & as such had learned peace through accommodating all invading armies; thus it compromised to be accepted. It is interesting with Jesus’ words against this church that they are not criticized for false teaching or a lack of morality instead they are chastised for their attitude that they had need of nothing, (verse 17). 

II. Vs. 14-17 Neither cold not hot

Vs. 14 Author: To the Church that had no need of anything & saw its self as wealthy when in reality they were “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked” Jesus proclaims Himself as “Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:” Overall Jesus’ words serve as a warning for them to realize that it was not what they thought of themselves that matter but rather how He saw them. Jesus alone is the:

· Amen: The “so be it” or final authority concerning their spiritual healthy.

· Faithful: It is His faithfulness that mattered not what they thought concerning their faithfulness. 

· True Witness: He is the true witness & they were to be a witness of Him.

· The Beginning of the creation of God: He is the “active cause” of creation, Jesus alone knows what creation should be not anyone else. 

All of these words of our Lord reveals his character as alone being the sufficient One. There was only one remedy for this church & that was Jesus himself.

Vs. 15-17 Accusation: The town of Laodicea only had one problem that even their wealth had been unable to fix it was in their water supply. They got their water from some hot springs, which contaminated the water by mineral deposits. They had tried to over come this through an elaborate system of pipes, which made the water drinkable but also, left in lukewarm. There was nothing more revolting when you are thirsty then that which is neither hot not cold! In their service they were indifferent Jesus proclaims, they professed interest in spiritual things but it was only lip service. Paul describes this affection in 2 Tim. 3:5 by saying that “have a form of godliness but denying its power.” Oh they participated in outward worship but they did so without an inward reality. Theirs was a membership to an organization instead of a relationship to Christ through new birth. As such they had “churchianity” which evaluated their spiritual health upon outward criteria instead of the heart. 

Vs. 16 Jesus is honest with this church even though they were not honest with Him. Blessing always begins with honesty, as we can not receive healing from the Lord until we admit the truth about our condition. Spewing them out of His mouth would cause them to recognize their real spiritual health. The Bible speaks of three temperatures of a person’s spiritual heart: 

a. Heart on fire: Luke 24:32 This is the passage where the two disciples were on the road to Emmaus when the resurrected Jesus met up with them & “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” And after He departed from they proclaimed, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” 

b. A cold heart: Matt. 24:12 This is that passage of scripture called the “Olivet Discourse” where Jesus explains to His disciples the signs of His 2nd coming & says, “because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”

c. A lukewarm heart: Rev. 3:16 This is the passage before us where Jesus uses it to describe a person whose heart has become comfortable & complacent to the point that they no longer see their own need. In the field of science this would be called a “closed system” because no energy can be produced unless something is introduced from the outside. This is why a refrigerator warms when power goes out & why a fire cools when there is no longer fuel to burn. A church must never become a closed system for as He told us in John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

Vs. 17 This Church boasted of its self-sufficiency & acted as though it had no need of the Lord. Based upon Jesus words concerning their attitude they saw themselves as “rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing”, this reveal two things about them:

a. They based their evaluation upon the world’s standards instead of Jesus’.

b. They felt that they had achieved these standards by self-effort & not the Lord’s blessing. 

They were wrong on both accounts as Jesus reveals to them five things about their true spiritual condition:

1. Wretched: Unfortunate or pitiful. Far from being the spiritual elite that they saw themselves, as they were pitiful.

2. Miserable: They thought themselves in a state of bliss when in reality they were in a state of misery. 

3. Poor: They said we are wealthy but in truth they were as beggars.  

4. Blind: They were so blind that they did not recognize their own condition. 

5. Naked: Like Anderson’s tale of a kings new clothes they were naked & not clothed in Christ’s righteousness. 

The issue here is that they thought that the possession of certain things made them right before the Lord.

III. Vs. 18-22 I stand at the door & knock

Vs. 18 Admonition: Is it not amazing that Jesus “councils” them instead of commanding them? In this admonition Jesus reveals three things that they truly needed:

a. “Gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich”: Gold in scripture symbolizes God’s reward, so instead of seeking earthly treasures they needed to lay up treasures in heaven. This church may have been rich in worldly possessions but is was bankrupt when it comes to treasures in heaven. There are two remarkable things about Jesus admonition to “buy from Me”:

1. That they are admonished to purchase anything from the Lord. In Isa 55:1 the Lord said to Israel, “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price.” Just what then is the price since it is not money? Well the price is trust in Him & not in themselves, as the author of Hebrews puts it “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

2. That which they are to purchase by faith in Him alone must also be “refined in the fire” which is a clear reference to trials that their complacency had sought to avoid.

In other words what they needed were rewards which come from walking by faith with the Lord during difficult times. Sanctification is the process by which the Lord allows us to go through difficult situations & circumstances so that we learn to not trust in anything other then Him.      

b. “White garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed”: They were clothed in their own filth rags of self-righteousness, which was like a back wool garment, & they need the righteousness of Christ. For all their wealth remember Jesus saw them as naked before Him. Whenever our identity is found in something we have or have done we are always naked in His eyes & if we will not clothe ourselves in Christ He will expose our nakedness.  

c. “Anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see”: The lack Jesus in this church produced a spiritual blindness that had gone on to the extent that they failed to see themselves as they really were. Further more based upon verse 20 they didn’t even realize that Jesus was on the outside of the church knocking to come in.

Vs. 19 The motivation of Jesus’ admonition was “love”! It is because of His love that He rebukes & disciplines (trains). Further more since this is a sign of His love towards them they ought to be zealous & repent. The word “zealous” is a Greek word that means warmth of desire; in other words they need to rekindle the fire towards the Lord which was by way of repentance (turning away from anything that kept them from Him & towards Jesus). 

Vs. 20-22 Appeal & Announcement: This verse is most often quoted out of its context, as we Christians will recite it for non-believers. Yet the words of Jesus were directed towards the professing Church! The truth is Jesus is on the outside of many hearts today that like the Laodiceans are professing believers. His knock was a desire to come in & have fellowship with them, it is the same heart the will leave the 99 & go after the one. How great is Jesus love that the Church that had kept Him on the outside & were blinded to this fact He comes & knocks on its door to gain entrance? 

Vs. 21 Jesus heart was to take them from the dinning room to the throne room & all He asked was that they hear His voice & open the door. So to those who have shut Jesus out you have kept yourself from the presence of the One who loves you. 

Vs. 22 In summation: To the seven Churches Jesus;

· Ephesus: He speaks leaving our first love as devotion was sacrificed for doctrine.

· Smyrna: He speaks of not shrinking from the blessings that can only come through suffering.

· Pergamos: He speaks of not compromising on the truth.

· Thyatira: He warns of the danger of moral corruption because through false worship.

· Sardis: He speaks of being spiritually dead because of intellectual agreement without a personal relationship.

· Philadelphia: He encourages them to continue to cling to Him. 

· Laodicea: He warns against self-sufficiency instead of Christ dependency.  

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

IV. Chp. 4:22 The vision of the future: (1:19c) “The things which will take place after this”

Chp. 4-5 The throne in heaven
4:1-11

“Around the throne”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-9 The visible & verbal activity around the throne     

III. Vs. 10-11 The worship of Him who lives forever 

I. Intro

John follows a strict outline in his writing of the unveiling of Jesus & he dose so in three locations “In heaven, in His Church & on the earth”. Although this chapter starts off with the unveiling of Jesus in heaven it really starts the finally section which will continue through the remainder of the book, “The things which will take place after this”. That is the events which will take place after the church age as Jesus is now mainly being seen through His Church in as redeemer as He is calling people out of the kingdom of this world in to the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13). 


The key to this section & this chapter is the word “throne” as it appears 12 times in 11 verses & 37 times through the book. In fact the word appears first in chapter 1:4 & will conclude with the word in 22:3, why you could call Revelation the throne book! If you stop & think about it thrones are associated with two events:

a. Worship: Those through human history who sat upon thrones expected & received worship from those in their kingdom. Although different from the human perspective still the central focus of heaven is the Lord seated upon His throne & as such the central activity will be His worship.

b. Judgement: People used the throne as a courtroom & the king as a judge who would render his decision. So to in the heavenly realm the throne will be either a place to run to or run from depending upon a persons heart. We will either “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 4:16) Or we will, as those in Rev. 6:15-16 “hide themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, & say to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 

II. Vs. 1-9 The visible & verbal activity around the throne

Vs. 1 There are three very important statements made by John in this opening verse:

a. “After these things… things which must take place after this”: John is very specific as to the time in which this next unveiling took place “after these things”. The question is “after what things”? Well that would be the events of the Church age. The vision which John has is going to be from the vantagepoint of heaven & not earth. John may have been on the island of Patmos which made the world system look bright & glorious where as the Church was dark & gloomy but once he cleared the clouds he could see clearly!   

b. “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven.” With the timing of this clearly stated John reveals that he sees “a door standing open in heaven”. This is the 4th time John has recorded that there was a door in the book of revelation.

1. In chapter 3:8 Jesus declared to the church in Philadelphia that He had “set before them an open door, and no one can shut it; for they have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” Here Jesus proclaimed an open door for service to reach those who had not received Him. 

2. In chapter 3:20 Jesus spoke to the lukewarm church at Laodicea, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” Here tragically we see Jesus on the outside of the Church trying to come in.

3. Then a few words later Jesus exhorts the same church that “If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” This is an invitation of grace to those who have shut the door of their hearts to the Lord to answer the knock of Jesus & allow Him to come in & have fellowship with them. 

How fitting then that John would see an open door into heaven prior to his being called up into heaven. In John 10:9 Jesus told the Pharisees “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” He is not one of many doors but rather “the door” in which all who wish to enter into heaven must pass. How great is this that “The door” is knocking at the door of every human heart asking them if they want to come & be with Him?

c. “And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” This is one of the clearest statements concerning the rapture of the Church. In chapter 3:10 Jesus promised that He would “keep us from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” As such John represents those who are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Paul spoke of this in 1 Corin. 15:51-52 when he said “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” It is this trumpet that John hear here sounding calling him up into heaven through the open door. I can’t wait to hear those same words.  

Vs. 2 Notice that with the voice of a trumpet & the words “Come up here” that “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven”. Not after 7 years of tribulation or even 3 ½ years but “immediately” in other words as we have already read in Paul’s words it was “ in the twinkling of an eye”!  


Also notice that John is taken to the truth that no matter what events on earth may seem to proclaim to its inhabitants that a “throne is set in heaven, and One sits on the throne.” He alone is in control no matter the chaos & despair that living in this world system may produce. 

Vs. 3 Further more He who sits on the throne is gloriously victorious as His glory is reflected in the material that John sees. Of further interest is the rainbow around the throne. God had made a promise to Noah after the flood that He would never again destroy the earth by water & this promise had the sign of a semi-circle rainbow. Here we see that the circle is not broken & the promise forever kept but not on earth better yet in heaven. God is faithful always to keep His promises even when man is not.          

Vs. 4 Here we John sees thrones or seats around the throne of God where the 24 elders were sitting. But just who are these 24 elders? Well here is what we know:

a. They are not angels because in chapter 5:8-10 they are seen worshipping the Lord because He has “redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation”. 

b. That would make them men but it does not tell us who they are & John (if he knew) does not reveal their identity. 

c. Based upon speculation some see them as representing the 12 tribes of Israel along with the 12 apostles. They come about this based upon two verses:

1. Matt. 19:28 “when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

2. Rev. 21:12-14 “twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

A further indication of their identity is found in the fact that they are warring “white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.” White robes are always a sign of the righteousness that is in Christ while the crowns according to 1 Peter 5:4 is awarded for faithful service which we will receive when our Chief Shepherd appears both of which are based upon His grace as we shall see that we will be casting those crowns at His feet in verse 10!

Vs. 5 John sees & hears certain specific activity around the throne that he writes down:

a. First it most be noted that before he heard or saw anything else he first saw “the One that sat on the throne”. What ever may be said about the activity in heaven all eyes are at first drawn to the One who sits upon the throne. John’s eyes are then peeled back to see those whom the One who sits on the throne has redeemed. 

b. Second John has a very similar experience as did Israel as God met with Moses in Exodus 19:18. The similarities don’t end their as Moses was given along with the commandments the blue prints of the Holy Tabernacle which we are told in Heb. 8:5 are a “the copy and shadow of the heavenly things”. Here then John sees first hand the “heavenly things”. 

c. We have already discussed the seven spirits of God which are defined for us in Isa. 11:1-2 as:

1. “Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him”: Speaks of the authority & power.

2. “The Spirit of wisdom”: Skilful wisdom in knowing what we need.

3. “And understanding”: Perfect knowledge knowing all things.

4. “The Spirit of counsel”: Advise, knows how to communicate truth.

5. “and might”: Victorious power, able to enforce His council.

6. “The Spirit of knowledge”: Can’t be tricked or deceived.

7. “and of the fear of the LORD”: Absolute reverence as all will bow before Him. 

Vs. 6-8 Like that of the “bronze laver” in the Holy Tabernacle John sees a “sea of glass”. In the tabernacle the High priest would prepare to go into the Holy of Holies by first washing & looking into this basin of water would see his own reflection reminding him that he was a sinner & his own need to be washed from his sins. Here though before the throne we will not see our sins but rather for the first time see ourselves as He sees us in His Son.


John also sees “four living creatures” it seems that they were the same who in Gen. 3:24 “He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.”  Later Isaiah has a vision of them in 6:2-3 where they are called seraphim. Ezekiel has visions of them both in chapter 1 & again in chapter 10 where he calls them cherubim. Thus what we know of them is limited. 

a. What we do know is that they appear to be the highest order of angelic beings & their primary function is to lead worship it is for this reason many believe that satan (Lucifer) was once one of them. 

b. John sees them as being “full of eyes in front and in back.” Which no doubt speaks of their knowledge. 

c. In Isa. 6 we are told that they “each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.” They cover their face as to not look upon One so lovely as the Lord, they cover their feet as to night show their unsightly parts & with two of them they fly.

d. John in verse 7 adds one more piece of evidence concerning them, that they were “like”. Many see the gospels in this description:

1. The first living creature was like a lion: Matthew proclaims Jesus as King, thus like a lion.  

2. the second living creature like a calf: Mark proclaims Jesus as a servant, thus like a beast of burden. 

3. the third living creature had a face like a man: Luke portrays him as a perfect man thus a face like a man.

4. the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle: Finally John sees as God the Son, thus a flying eagle. 

We will have to wait & see just what these angelic creatures will look like & why but we don’t have to wait to see their activity in heave as John records it for us. 

Vs. 8 They are unceasing in their adoration of the Lord:

1. First their praise is given in a threefold manor, Holy is the Father, Holy is the Son & Holy is the Spirit.

2. Second, They worship the Godheads sovereignty as He is the Lord God Almighty.

3. Finally they worship His eternal nature “Who was and is and is to come!”   

Vs. 9 Not only do they worship three ways they do so in a threefold manor “Whenever the living creatures”:

1. give glory 

2. and honor 

3. and thanks 

“To Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever” Won’t be wonderful when we too can join in such praise? 

III. Vs. 10-11 The worship of Him who lives forever

Vs. 10-11 At the four living creatures worship redeemed man represented by the 24 elders respond three ways:

1. fall down before Him who sits on the throne 

2. and worship Him who lives forever and ever, 

3. and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

Finally, they open their mouths in praise by proclaiming His worthiness to receive all that is do His name simply because He is the creator of all things & it is by Him they exist & will continue to exist. The words “were created” seem to suggest that the this is the beginning of the Lord redeeming the world back to Himself. I’m reminded of two scriptures:

a. Luke 19:40 Where Jesus says, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.”  

b. Romans 8:21-22 as Paul says that “creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

IV. Chp. 4:22 The vision of the future: (1:19c) “The things which will take place after this”

Chp. 4-5 The throne in heaven
5:1-14

“Who is worthy to open the scroll?”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-7 The redeemer    

III. Vs. 8-14 They sang a new song 

I. Intro

In chapter four John was taken through an open door into the presence of the Lord & witnessed the activity of worship in heaven now his attention is again brought to the throne of God only this time it is in what God is holding in His right hand which seems to be the reason for the worship.

II. Vs. 1-7 The redeemer

Vs. 1 Before we look at the scroll there is an important fact that John gives us that often goes unmentioned:

a. “I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll”: What ever the contents or identification of this scroll John sees that its possession is in the hand of power of God Almighty. The battle as to whom it belongs has already been won. Ok then but just what is this scroll?

Here is what we know based upon this chapter:

a. There is only One person worthy of open the scroll & loosening its seals.

b. The 24 elders who present our prayers sing a song in verses 9-10 in which the central them is redemption. Thus it is safe to say that this scroll has to do with redemption. 

c. In chapter 6-7 we find out that each of the seals has to do with unleashing a judgement upon the earth. Thus it would appear that the scroll has something to do with judgement as well.

In the O.T. there were three things that could be redeemed:

a. A servant: If a person sold him or herself into slavery to pay off a debt a close relative could purchase them out of it. In essence what the kinsmen redeemer did was to allow the person to regain their original “purpose”! 

b. A bride: As in the book of Ruth a widowed woman could also be redeemed by a close relative of her deceased husband & become his bride. In this sense the kinsmen redeemer’s act allowed the woman to regain her “position”!

c. Land: The one who sold or a close relative on their behalf could repurchase That which had been sold to pay off debts. This had to be accomplished after seven years, the year being called the year of jubilee, if it was not redeemed by the kinsmen redeemer at that time it would remain forever in the hands of the person who purchased it as collateral. As such the act of the kinsmen redeemer allowed the landowner to regain his or her “place”!    

Now in the case of land there would be two deeds drawn up:

1. One would remain in the hands of the person who sold the land.

2. The other would be sealed & kept in a safe place.

On the year of jubilee both scrolls would be brought the opened one proved whose land it had been originally, the sealed open revealed the terms & obligations involved in purchasing it back. So what does all of this have to do with what John sees? Well piece it together. At mankind’s fall in Genesis we lost three things:

a. We lost our purpose which was to serve the Lord & instead we served ourselves & that by the sweat of our brow.

b. We lost our position which was intimate fellowship, as such we are often called the “bride” of Christ. 

c. Finally we lost our place where we were supposed to dwell in our purpose & position. 

What is interesting to realize is that Jesus has already redeemed us back to our original purpose as well as our original position as His bride but the place where we dwell is not yet been restored. 

Psalm 24:1 reminds us that in a technical sense “The earth is the Lord's, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.” That is to say that the earth & all who dwell in it belong to the One who created it. But in Gen. 1:28-29 God gave the dominion of it to man who at his fall relinquished it to satan. It is for this reason that Jesus refers to satan in John 12:30-31, 16:11 “the god of this world”. In Matt. 4:8-9 at Jesus 3rd temptation at the hands of satan he was tempted by being shown all the kingdoms of the world & their glory & was told that they could all be His if Jesus would only bow down & worship him. What is interesting is that Jesus does not dispute satan’s ownership only the way in which to obtain it. It appears that satan knew that Jesus came  “to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) & at His death & resurrection He has redeemed us back yet there is one yet unfinished work of redemption based upon scripture.

1. 1 john 5:19 “the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” 

2. Rom. 8:19-22 “the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”

3. Eph. 1:13-14 “the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

So what we have here is the title deed to the earth which Jesus is taking back after we subjected it to futility. It is of further interest to realize that this is the “sealed scroll” that has the terms & obligations in purchasing back the earth. Also notice that it has writing on the inside as well as on the back which suggests that nothing can be taken away or added.

Vs. 2-3 Next John hears & sees a mighty angel issuing a challenge to all in heaven on earth or under the earth. 


The first thing I notice is the depth of the search:

a. “no one in heaven”: In all of God’s created universe even among the cherubim with Michael & Gabriel there was not one found that was both “able & worthy”. Even in the dwelling place of God John saw none.

b. “or on the earth”: In the dwelling place of man through out all of history there was not one man who was able to take the scroll from the hand of God. Not Enoch, Elijah or even Moses could do so.  

c. “or under the earth”: Finally those in Abraham’s bosom David & all the prophets as well as others. Think of this as none of them were even able to look at the scroll. Peter & the apostles were unable, no one!   

The second thing I notice is the uniqueness of  the search as it was for someone who had to fit two distinct things:

1. Qualified: Someone who was willing to do so “able to open the scroll, or to look at it.”

2. Willing: Someone who “is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”

You see there may be someone who is qualified but unwilling & perhaps there might be someone who is willing but not qualified thus the search was for both. 

Vs. 4-5 There is no wonder John reacted the way he did with weeping much as the search was exhaustive & the thought of the earth forever remaining under the curse & control of satan is to much for him to bare. 


I like the fact that it is one of the elders that suggests to John that there is One who is able & worthy to take the title deed to the earth. I wonder if john realized that he was the only one perplexed at the lack of anyone coming forward to take the scroll? No doubt John went from weeping uncontrollable to incredible joy instantly. The unidentified elder gives John the only One both able as well as worthy to open the scroll. Now here is where the surprise comes in not at Jesus description or worthiness but rather at why John did not see as He was in the midst of the throne? 

a. First though the elders description which has to do with his ability to be able to take the scroll & lose it seals. “Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” This is the only place in this book where Jesus is thus described & He is done so to describe His uniqueness as seen in His dignity & sovereignty. He is the “root of David” so humanly speaking he is from royal roots but as Jesus spoke to the Pharisees in Matt. 22:41-46 David had his roots in Him as Jesus is both David’s son as well as His Lord.  The elder describes Jesus as having “prevailed” or conquered as the Lion the King, Judah may have been the “lion’s whelp” but Jesus is the Lion of Judah. 

b. Vs. 6 Here we are given the reason John didn’t see Jesus even though He was in the midst of the throne as he was only considering Jesus worthiness but doing so apart from His willingness as Jesus is the, “Lamb as though it had been slain”. 

Several things here that stand out:

a. “in the midst of the throne”:  Jesus is God as He is in the midst of the throne.

b. “a Lamb as though it had been slain”:  Here the emphasis is upon Jesus willingness to lay down His life to redeem us. 

c. Finally John describes Jesus as the Lamb of God in a threefold manor:

1. “seven horns”: Horns in scripture are a symbol of power & seven in the number of perfection, so John describes Jesus as the Lamb of God who though slain is none the less perfect in power or “omnipotent”! 

2. “seven eyes”: Eyes in scripture are a symbol of wisdom & again seven is the number of perfection, so John describes Jesus though the slain Lamb of God as all knowing or “omniscience”! 

3. “seven Spirits of God”: Finally John describes Jesus the slain Lamb of God as he “seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth”. This describes being every where present & seven being the number of perfection speaks of the fact that Jesus is perfect in presence or “omnipresent”!   

Vs. 7 It is this Jesus who is both able & willing who though being the Lamb of God slain is still God & as such is still all powerful, all knowing & every where at once. It is this Jesus who alone can take the scroll from the Fathers hand & lose its seals!

III. Vs. 8-14 They sang a new song

Vs. 8 Here we are given the reaction to Jesus’ ability & willingness to take the scroll.

1. “the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb”: Lets agree here that they fall down not before an angel, prophet or good man but rather before the Son of God.

2. Next we see their instruments of praise which are twofold:

a. “a harp”: Which is always a symbol of divine worship which is fitting as they are there to worship the divine one.  

b. “and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints”: The role of the elders or “saints” is not that of an intercessor but rather as a presenter of the prayers of the saints (you & I). It is Jesus we are told in Heb. 7:25 that “lives to make intercession for them.” David prayed in psalm 141:2 “Let my prayer be set before You as incense”, & here we see that they are. But just what are the prayer of the saints? Well in Matt. 6:10 Jesus taught the disciples the model prayer & concluded it with the words, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.” These bowls of prayer are filled with cry of all our hearts that God again would completely rule on the earth.

Vs. 9-10 This is a new song of the redeemed where Jesus is praised for being our redeemer as He alone satisfied the requirements taking upon Himself the penalty of our sins. Like at the scope of fruit that His work accomplished as the song sings that Jesus has, “redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation”. Jesus redemptive work crossed four barriers:

1. Tribe: crossed every common ancestor

2. Tongue: crossed every common language

3. People: crossed every common race

4. Nation: crossed every common rule or government

And how was this accomplished? Well the song tells us that it was “by His blood”, grace may be free but it was not cheap. 


Next notice what else His blood accomplished beyond our redemption it has, “made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” Jesus blood not only redeems us it changes us from sinners to kings & priests. That is what Paul tells the Ephesians in 2:3-6 “we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus”.

Vs. 11-12 Some 42 times the words “Then I looked,” appear in some form in this book. It is interesting that the angelic host proclaim but we the redeemed sing this particular song. There is only One in heaven that will be worthy to worship for redemption, Jesus! And the proclamation of a sevenfold blessing is here given to Him, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain”:  

1. “To receive power”: In Matt. 28:18 we are told that in heaven all will yield to His authority.

2. “and riches”: In 1 Chron 29:13-14 We are told that in heaven all will lay down their resources at His feet for He is the One that provided all.  

3. “and wisdom”:  In 1 Cor. 1:30 We are told that in heaven all will yield their minds to Him who knows all things.

4. “And strength”:  In psalm 24:8 we are told that in heaven all will lay down our physical resources at His feet. 

5. “and honor”: In psalm 8:5 we are told in heaven no one will be honored but God

6. “and glory”: In John 1:14 we are told in heaven will think of nothing but Him.

7. “and blessing”: It is He who has so blessed us it is only fitting that in heaven we will be forever blessing Him. 

Vs. 13-14 The worship of creation now joins in on this glorious benediction which concludes with the total agreement of the four living creations & the 24 elders. 
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I. Intro

The fourth chapter of the unveiling of Jesus revealed the throne & Him who set upon it. The fifth chapter introduced us to the title deed to the earth & the only one worthy to lose its seals. Both of those chapters dealt with the activity of heaven & the response to that activity which was worship. The raptured church has cast their crowns at His feet in an attitude of surrendered worship & now it is time for those upon the earth to do so as well. The scene before us is the beginning of the preparations for this as judgment is unleashed upon those who “refused to love the truth that they might be saved” (2 Thess. 2:10) it is a judgment that will last for 19 chapters & will conclude with Jesus return to set up His righteous reign. Absent for these 19 chapters is the churches presence which will not be brought up until the twenty-second chapter. 

II. Vs. 1-8 The four horses of judgment

Several things need to be mentioned as we start this chapter:

1. The judgments recorded here although allowed by God do not proceed from God. In fact it is not until the seventh seal is opened & the start of the trumpets that we see judgment that originates from heaven. 

2. Based upon this evidence then what we have here recorded is nothing more then the natural progression of the human race left to its own desires apart from any preserving influence from the Church. In 2 Thess. 2:7-8 Paul wrote that, “He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.” The question is, “What does Paul mean when he says, He who now restrains?” Jesus told His disciples in Matt. 5:13-14 “You are the salt of the earth & the light of the world.” In those descriptive terms Jesus clearly reveals the work of His Church under the power of the Holy Spirit as both preserver as well as a revealer. During the tribulation period there will be those who will be saved & as such sealed by the Holy Spirit but the work of the Holy Spirit through the Church as a restraining influence will no longer be in effect. Further more this exactly fits Jesus’ own prophetic outline of event during the tribulation period:

· A strong deception: Matt. 24:4-5 <> Rev. 6:2

· Followed by war: Matt. 24:6a <> Rev. 6:3-4

· Followed by famine: Matt. 24:7a <> Rev. 6:5-6

· Followed by death: Matt. 24:7b <> Rev. 6:7-8

The white horse of peace

Vs. 1-2 John hears one of the four living creatures tell him to come & see. John seems to be greatly astonished by what he sees. There are three possibilities as to the identification of the first rider is:

a. The rider represents the Church that is spreading the gospel: The reason for this interpretation is because of the color of his horse being white which is usually the color for victory as well as holiness. This coupled with the crown given to him & his seeming victory are the reason given for this interpretation. However there are many which make this interpretation unlikely.

1. That which follows this rider’s victory of the gospel is war, famine & death not what you would expect from the gospel.

2. It does not fit the prophetic timetable of Daniel or Mathew 24. 

3. The weapon of the Church would not be a bow but rather a sword which is the word of God according to Eph. 6:17 

b. The rider is Jesus: This interpretation is sought because of the fact that in chapter 19:11 we do see Jesus coming on a white horse but that is the end of any similarities between the two riders & there are five objections to this interpretation as well. 

1. As above the outcome of His coming as well as the timing of His coming does not fit.

2. The rider in 6:2 conquers by way of bow where as Jesus in 19:15 came “out of His mouth a sharp sword”. Further more that which follows Jesus in the 19th chapter are the armies of God not war, famine & death. 

3. Jesus does not come in the beginning of the tribulation as we see here but rather at the end as we see in the 19th chapter. 

4. Though this rider has a crown it is a different word then the “many crowns” of the 19th chapter. Here the word in Greek means a crown won by being victorious where the word in Greek in the 19th chapter is one worn only by a sovereign King. 

5. Finally logistically this does not seem to fit as you have Jesus the Lamb of God opening the seal, which then places Him in the seal!     

c. The rider is the anti-christ: This fits the time frame of Daniel as well as Mathew 24. In fact Daniel revered to the anti-christ as “the prince who is to come & as the little horn” (9:26-27, 7:8,21-22), which will uproot the ten horn confederacy of the revived Roman empire by speaking great words & prevailing against the saints for a time until the Ancient of Days comes & judges. The fact that this rider is on a white horse with a crown fits Jesus words in Matthew 24:4-8 as he will come with great deception that according to 2 Thess. 2:11 the people will believe the lie. Notice that no arrows are mentioned accompanying the bow that the rider carries & yet still he will be a leader by way of strength. 

The Red Horse of war

Vs. 3-4 As John opens the 2nd seal he hears yet another living creature saying “come and see” then sees a horse fiery red. Later on in this book in chapter 12:3 then again in chapter 17:3 the devil is associated with this “fiery red” color which is the color of terror & death, fitting as Jesus called him a “murderer” in John 8:44. This fits the prophetic timetable as well as Paul explains to the Thessalonians in 1 Thess. 5:3 saying that “they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.” It seems as though the first 3 ½ years satan will be riding the “white horse” conquering to conquer then switch to the “fiery red” one at the mid point of the tribulation & take the peace he brought about during the first 3 ½ years from the earth. Notice what taking the peace does a John says “that people should kill one another”. Once the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit’s work is removed with the Church then people will act based upon their own feelings. James says as much in 4:1-2 as he asks the rhetorical question “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?

You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.”

The black horse of famine

Vs. 5-6 Black in the bible is the symbolic color of famine (Lam 5:10). Through out history you will always see that famine always follows war. The pair of scales John sees shows the scarcity as food will have to be rationed. A days wage will purchase only enough wheat for one person’s meal a day & only enough barley for three meals for one person. Yet verse 6 also indicates that there will be oil & wine available which suggests that the famine will not be based upon sacristy of product but rather on sacristy of money as a huge class distinction between the poor & wealthy will arise. 

The pale horse of death

Vs. 7-8 Pale is the color of putrid green which is the color of death, notice that the rider is called Hades & death hardly what you would expect of the white horse rider was either the Church or Jesus! Interesting to note that in Rev. 1:18 & again in 20:14 we see it is Jesus alone who has the keys of Hades & death as well as the power to cast both into the lake of fire. The power that this rider has is given but look as well at the name of this rider is “death” & Hades followed with him. I believe that this is a reference to the antichrist & satan whom he will drive his authority from. The power given them will have specific limitations & will be seen in a fourfold manor of death. 

a. First we are told that their destructive effect will be over only ¼ of the earth. To put that in perspective there are currently around 6 billion people on this earth thus 1 ½ billion people will die in one of these four ways listed below. That would currently be the population of China, U.S. & Indonesia, which are the top three populations in the world. In world war 2 the combined loss of life both of military & civilian was 51 million so just multiply that by 30. 

b. Second the fourfold manor of death is Sword, hunger, death or pestilence & the beasts of the earth. There will be complete chaos upon the earth during this time. Yet it is important to realize that all that is happening is that God has removed the restraint which has given way to mankind get what they have so longed for a world without the influence of the Living God. The world will be free to pursue any & every lust without any moral or apparently legal restraint. The 60’s sang of this time as the “dawning of the age of Aquarius” where new enlightenment would produce a society unhindered by the bondage of Christianity free to experience all that their minds can achieve. Here then is what John has recorded of the world’s achievement.  

III. Vs. 9-17 Two responses to judgment

In the 5th & 6th seals we are given two responses of mankind as the loosening of the first four seals. It is interesting to see this, as they are the same two responses of people today concerning the truth about Jesus. 

Vs. 9-11 The identification of these martyrs is best understood by two things:

a. When they appear, which is after the fourth seal which indicates that they have come from the tribulation period.

b. What they cry out, which is for the Lord to avenge their blood, which had been shed by those who dwell on earth. 

What are we to make of these martyred believers being under the altar? Well in the O.T. we are told that the priest would poor out the blood or life of the sacrifice at the base of the altar showing the giving of life for the glory of God. So too these believers as they have been shown what Heb. 11:38 says that “the world was not worthy” of them. These believers responded to the event of a world apart from the restraint of the Holy Spirit in the Church by becoming believers of Jesus as they “had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.” 


The great cry of their hearts (and it should be our as well) is “how long”. The question they ask in not whether or not God will judge & avenge them but how long until He does. But why do they ask for this in light of the fact the Steven as his death in acts 7:60 prayed for God’s forgiveness? The answer is threefold:

1. What they ask for is not vengeance so much as what God’s judgment would bring namely the establishment of His kingdom!

2. Second they long to be clothed in the permanent righteousness of Christ instead of the temporary white robe.

3. Finally God makes it plain that their death was neither an accident nor without purpose rather it was an appointment to which still others were to be added. Is it not great to realize that God has a specific number that even in their death God has control of His own. The enemy is not winning rather God is fulfilling the fullness of His plan.      


We are also given some very interesting information concerning what happens to them after they are dead as we are told that they were given white robes. Again those who have already been raptured as well as those who have already died will have bodies that have put on immortality (1 Cor. 15:51-54, 1 Thess. 4:13-17). We know that they are no longer in their earthly bodies & that they have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ (white robes) but beyond this we can not be sure & will have to wait to see what the Lord has for them. What we do see is that they are in a place of rest & comfort where God is in control. What a contrast between these martyred believers & those who run from the presence of the Lord!

Vs. 12-17 Here we are given at the opening of the sixth seal the reaction of those in the world system. 

We get a great lesson on biblical interpretation: Always interpret the bible literally as long as it makes sense to do so! A case in point, notice John’s use of words here, he sees “a great earthquake” then describes the sun becoming black like “sack cloth” & the moon becoming the color of blood. So we can safely interpret this passage as saying there was as great earthquake & the effects of it were the darkening of the sun & the coloration of the moon. The words “as & like” indicate this is what John is saying where you don’t see the use of either of those words as it relates to the fact that there will be a great earthquake.

Vs. 12-14 This is the first of three great earthquakes recorded in revelation the other are found in 11:13 & 16:18-19. This earthquake happens as the 6th seal is opened which signals the beginning of the worldwide catastrophes upon the earth. Nothing more then speculation here but what appears to happen is perhaps a meteor shower upon the earth (stars of heaven fell) which causes the shifting of the earth & an immediate change in climate (a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place.) No realize that this is not the even the biggest of the three earthquakes recorded that being the one in 16:18. 

Vs. 15-17 John records for us the responses of those in the world system who survive the sixth seal. Three are three things I notice about their reaction:

a. The first thing to note is that every class of people are equally effected by these catastrophes & in turn react the same to them. How ironic it is that the world will finally untie without any class distinctions & it is in judgment as they say together, “who is able to stand?” (Verse 17) 

b. The second thing is that their reaction is consistent to what all of mankind has reacted towards God since the fall. Back in Gen. 3:8 we saw Adam & Eve seek to hide themselves from the presence of God & here we see those in the world doing the same. Oh to God that instead of hiding under the rock from the presence of God they would instead fall upon the Rock & become broken! (Matt. 21:42-44) 

c. Thirdly notice that their fear is based upon escaping the wrath do them instead of coming to the Lord. The foolishness of a hardened heart as it knows it can not stand & yet is unwilling to knell thus can only run away & wish for death thinking this will hide them from the presence of God. 

d. Finally look at the words “hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!” Mankind has no doubt as to whom this wrath is coming nor the reason for it. The wrath proceeds from the “Lamb”, the Lamb? Not the Lion but the Lamb which is to say that those in the world will fully understand of the sacrifice of Jesus & would rather run from His love & grace & into His wrath. 

Revelation

“The Unveiling of Jesus”

IV. Chp. 6-19 The tribulation on earth: (1:19c) “The things which will take place after this”

Chp. 6-9 The first half

7:1-17

“Those who are able to stand”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-8 Sealed bond servants

III. Vs. 9-17 Saved by the blood of the lamb

I. Intro

In the 6th chapter we saw the natural progression of the human race left to its own desires apart from any preserving influence from the Church & then the two responses of the human race to that. The first was to turn & trust God the second was to run form God’s love & grace. It is this second group that asked the question as to who was able to stand before the wrath of the Lamb? Before we seek the answer to their question (which is given us in this chapter) there is a quick observation between this chapter & the one that proceeded it as well as the one that follows it. What we see is judgment suspended as the scene switches to heaven as we are introduced to two groups that will be able to not only stand but also worship & serve the Lamb as well. 

II. Vs. 1-8 Sealed bond servants

Vs. 1 It is always important to take in account the setting in which something is said, here we notice that John specifically says the words “After these things” prior to telling us that which he saw. The question naturally pops into our heads, “After what things?” Well after the question “Who is able to stand” which was uttered by the inhabitants of the earth that were attempting to flee from the Lamb of God. Skip ahead with me to verse 9 where we again read John’s words as it relates to the setting “After these things” here in this verse those words appear directly in front of the introduction of the gentile multitude in heaven. So? Well that helps me understand in conjunction with the word “servants” (bond servant) in verse three that these 144,000 Jews will be directly involved in leading those gentile multitude which no one can number to faith in the Messiah. Jesus had told His disciples in 24:14 that “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” & here we see the literal fulfillment of Jesus’ words. 


We also see that four angels are holding back the winds & here as well as else where in Revelation we are told that of the angelic influence over the forces of nature, (In 14:18 it is over fire & in 16:5 it is over water). We have always heard the phrase “mother nature” but in reality it is God who is over the forces of nature & during the tribulation period He will use them to help judge those who refuse to love His truth. The word “corner” is literally quarters or quadrants, which would refer to North, South, East & West. Think of the effects this would have upon the global climate perhaps it would lead to some of the effects that the two witness have over the rain as well as the waters for 3 ½ in chapter 11:6? In the first five seals the effects were directly upon man but here the effects are upon that which man was to be steward over, the earth & its environment. 

Vs. 2-3 Again it appears that the holding back of the winds will cause great damage to the “the earth, the sea & the trees” but they are not to do anything until the servants of the Lord are sealed on their foreheads. In chapter 14:1 we are told that “His Father's name (is) written on their foreheads”. Seals in scripture as well as ancient history were for the purpose of identification specifically as it related too “possession, protection & preservation”. The timing of their sealing is just prior to the opening of the seventh seal in chapter eight & as such suggests that these Jews are to be stamped as belonging in the Lord’s “possession” being under the Lord’s “protection” & “preserved” for the Lord’s purpose to witness to the gentile world. Isaiah the prophet spoke of this very truth in Isa. 42:6-7 where the word of the Lord said, “I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the Gentiles, To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.”  Even though the Lord had always had that plan for Israel they more often looked as though they were the ones that needed the light but here we see that during the tribulation period God’s plan for them will be fulfilled.


What made the difference in these 144,000 that had never before happened? Well we are told that they “sealed the servants of our God”. The word servants is “bond slaves” or servants by choice they had choose to stay with the Lord even when they were free to leave. 

Vs. 4-8 Many have placed themselves in this number of sealed servants, J.W’s, Herbert W. Armstrong & even some groups of 7th Day Adventists but the problem with their personal interpretation is that there is not hint of symbolism in this number. I believe that we can know with absolute certainty the identification of this 144,000 as we are told that they were made up of 12,000 from the tribes listed below. For any group to claim that they are part of the 144,000 only they need to do is tell us what tribe they are from! 


The list of tribes given here differs from other lists of tribes & presents more questions as to why then it provides answers. For instance:

1. Why is Levi mentioned when this tribe was given no inheritance of land?

2. Why is Joseph mentioned instead of his son Ephraim, who is usually connected with his brother Manasseh? 

3. Why is Dan omitted here yet included in Ezekiel’s prophecy concern the distribution of land during the millennial reign of Christ? 

Here is my answer to these questions “I don’t know!” 

Much has also been made of the so called “10 lost tribes” of the Assyrian captivity but it must be pointed out that it is impossible for God to lose anything much less His chosen people. The other thing worth noting is that this list represents God’s choice not men & He is not bothered by the lack of genealogical records. 

a. Judah: Mentioned first is the tribe of Kings & especially the King of Kings.

b. Reuben: The first born of Leah, who lost his birthright because his pride & insecurity caused him to sleep with his father’s concubine.

c. Gad & Asher: These were Leah’s children through her handmaiden Zilpah, Anna who gave testimony at the birth of Jesus came from the so-called lost tribe of Asher. 

d. Naphtali: Rachel’s 2nd son by her handmaiden Bilhah, as noted her first born son Dan is left off this list but placed in the list in Ezekiel 48 as having land even though it is the furthest from the temple. 

e. Manasseh: The youngest son of Joseph born to him while he was in Egypt & then claimed as a son by his grandfathers Jacob. 

f. Simeon & Levi: Leah’s 2nd & 3rd children to whom Jacob calls cruel.

g. Issachar & Zebulun: Leah’s 5th & 6th children who were given land where Jesus first began His ministry (Galilee). 

h. Joseph & Benjamin: Rachael’s only two sons Benjamin was the tribe of Paul & again a so-called lost tribe. 

12,000 from each exactly whom God wants by His grace!  In Isaiah 60: 1-3 the prophet saw this saying, “Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising.” Then in 49:9-12 we are given the outcome “His glory” being seen upon these 144,000 as we are told that “You may say to the prisoners, 'Go forth,' To those who are in darkness, 'Show yourselves.' "They shall feed along the roads, And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights. They shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither heat nor sun shall strike them; For He who has mercy on them will lead them, Even by the springs of water He will guide them. I will make each of My mountains a road, And My highways shall be elevated.  Surely these shall come from afar; Look! Those from the north and the west, And these from the land of Sinim.”  

III. Vs. 9-17 Saved by the blood of the lamb

Vs. 9 The timing of this vision & the fact that the number is so large that no man can number it answer two questions:

a. Will people get saved during the tribulation?: The answer is a most undeniable yes as we perhaps the single greatest revivals in the history of the world.

b. How will the people of the world react to the events?: The answer is a number so large that can’t be counted will come to Christ. 

Clearly the gospel is going to be preached after the rapture of the Church as verse 14 tells us when they got saved, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation”. What I find interesting is to combine the effect of the 144,000’s evangelism with their method of doing so found in 14:4 “These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.” You see if you follow the Lamb where ever He goes He will always lead you to the Father & to those in need. Further more you will live what you believe not just talk about it! 

Notice that their salvation crosses every government, ancestry, race & language. In other words what we have here is the Spirit of God working through those servants of God! The people who would not receive the Lord are seeking to hide from the Lamb & ask “Who is able to stand?” The answer is those who receive Jesus! as we are told in verse 14 that “washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” In their hands is the symbol of victory (the palm branches) won on their behalf. 

Vs. 10-12 Their praise is both for the source (God) as well as the instrument (the Lamb) of their salvation. No matter what time frame upon the earth the source & instrument of our salvation has never changed! At the words of their praise all stand & fall on their faces in praise to God! This praise is very similar to that of 5:12 with the only notable difference being in 5:12 the Lamb is said to be worthy of riches & here thanksgiving is what is offered. Perhaps the reason for this is that chapter 5 is a picture of the raptured church before the throne & here we have the full number of gentiles the combination of the seated elders & those martyred tribulation believers standing unite together in praise. In Eph. 1:18 we are told that the church is “the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” in Matthew 13:46 we are called the Pearl of great price. The cry of the angels in revelation 5:12 was that the Lamb was worthy to receive His full reward of gentile believers & here He does! 

Vs. 13-17 A rhetorical question is asked & then answered because John does not know the answer but the one that asks it the “raptured church” does.


In verse 14 the simple interpretation is the best that the innumerable saints came from the tribulation period & that their spiritual purity is based upon being washed in Jesus’ blood. Heb. 9:22 & 1 Peter 1:18-19 shed light upon being washed in Christ’s blood as we are told that, “all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission” & “you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”  

Vs. 15- 17 John records five blessings given these tribulation believers:

a. Vs. 15a Presence “They are before the throne of God”: They are continually in the presence of the Lord. 

b. Vs. 15b Privilege “And serve Him day and night in His temple”:  They are given a place of continual service as Adam was in the cool of the day as He will amongst them. So their service will be in constant fellowship. 

c. Vs. 16 Preserved “They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat”: They will forever be delivered from any & all afflictions of life as they had to go through the tribulation where life offered them no preservation they will never again experience anything but God’s abundant grace.

d. Vs. 17a Provisions “the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters.” Truly the 23rd psalm will be theirs personally as the Lord will be their shepherd & they shall not want!

e. Vs. 17b Precious “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes”: They will experience the tender comfort & care from all past heartaches as well as a promise of never more having any!  
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I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-6 Preparation for judgment
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I. Intro

The 7th chapter dealt with the question of those on earth seeking to flee from the wrath of the Lamb (Who is able to stand). The wrath, as seen in the natural consequences of a world with out the preserving influence of the Holy Spirit was suspended until this chapter (8) where the opening of the seals continues with the 7th seal which will introduce seven trumpets. As brief as this chapter is it nonetheless contains some revealing information concerning the nature of the Lord with respect to His judgment upon those who reject His love & truth. 

In the little three-chapter book of Habakkuk (One who embraces) the prophet wrote to the nation of Judah who was on its deathbed because of its hard heartedness. For this reason God told the Prophet that He was going to use the Babylonians to discipline them, which breaks Habakkuk’s heart. In brokeness Habakkuk, true to his name, chooses to embrace the Lord even though he can’t fully grasp what the Lord is doing. In chapter 3:2 he prays,  “O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy.” It is this remembrance of mercy in the midst of His wrath that balances His Love with His Holiness visible on this passage. 

II. Vs. 1-6 Preparation for judgment

Vs. 1 In the 7th chapter there was praise offered for the redeemer but here we see silence at the coming of wrath but the silence is not from the inhabitance of earth but rather from heaven. Thus we see praise offered at salvation yet silence with the coming of wrath even though it is just. In Ezekiel 33:11 the Lord warns Israel by saying, “As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn; turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'” In Hebrews we are told that “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son”. And what were the words spoken through the Son to mankind? Well John answered this in his gospel 1:14 that Jesus was “full of grace and truth.” Paul for saw a time when even those in the church would no longer listen as “they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” (2 Tim 4:3-4)  God has not ceased speaking to the world even during the tribulation but the worlds rejection of the gospel has forced Him to speak with actions instead of words. 


I have found that God will always use the least means possible to speak to me & it is the hardness of my heart that directs His intensity! Oh God keep my heart broken & pliable in your hands I pray!

Vs. 2 So in preparation to God’s judgment we first read of silence & now in this verse the angelic kingdom are prepared. We can not be sure of who these seven angels are but a interesting verse comes to mind with reverence to one of them as we are told in Luke 1:19 “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.” 

They are given trumpets but why trumpets? Well in Numbers 10:1-10 we find that trumpets were used for three things in Jewish life:

a. Vs. 2-8 “for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of the camps.” So we see that they were to be used to call the people together specifically for moving. It is clear by the silence that God is calling His people together especially as we see the prayers of the saints upon the golden altar.

b. Vs. 9 “When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets”: To announce a pending war as a alarm. Clearly God is announcing war against those who oppress the truth.

c. Vs. 10 “Also in the day of your gladness, in your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall be a memorial for you before your God:” To announce special times of blessings. Oh could this be described as a time of special blessing? Well from this chapter to chapter 11:15 there is nothing but God’s judgment upon the earth but at the end of it we read that the 7th angel proclaims, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” The special time is not the judgment but what follows it a time when the “kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord”. 

Vs. 3-4 Much effort has been made to identify this angel or messenger some even try to make it Jesus, the reason for this is we are told in Heb 7:25 that “He always lives to make intercession for them” & here we see this angel offering the prayers of all the saints before the throne. I’m not so ready to make that interpretation as John has been very forthright in this unveiling to identify Jesus & this would be very obscure. 


What we do see is the prayers of all the saints by offered with “much incense” & the smoke of that “incense” ascending before God. In the O.T. the priest would take incense & offer it upon the altar of incense then smoke would fill the temple going into the Holy of Holies where it would cover the Arch of the Covenant where the mercy seat was. The Jews understood this to mean that God heard & answered the prayer of the people based upon His mercy. The vision offered by the prayers of all the saints that “His kingdom come” is that the fulfillment of those prayers is at hand! (11:15) What a comfort it is to realize that the cry’s of our heart are a fragrant incense before He who sits upon the throne! So often we are reluctant to pray feeling as though our prayers are not important or too important to bring to our Lord, but He desires them & sees them as a sweet smelling aroma. 

Vs. 5-6 The preparation is no over & God is ready to speak through His actions. We are told in scripture that God speaks:

· His creation

· Through our conscience

· Through the witness of His people

· Through His Word

But there is another way in, which He will speak & that is through His judgments & here they are supernatural. These judgments will intensify & then give way to the bowl judgments of chapter 16. 

III. Vs. 7-13 Judging what we worship

Vs. 7 In this section we are given the first four trumpets & again their effect is upon the environment. In Rom. 1:18-23 we are told that God’s attributes were clearly revealed through His creation but instead of worshiping the creator mankind choose to worship the creation. It is for this reason we are told in Rom. 1:18 that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness”. The similarity between this trumpet & the 7th plague of Exodus 9:18-26 “hail & fire” is the same. We are also reminded of the prophecy of Joel in 2:30 where we are told that God “will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.” The target of this trumpet is the vegetation of the earth as 1/3 of it is burned up which would further effect the food supply as we already saw famine, which was because of economic greed in 6:5-6. All of these remind us of Gen. 2:15 where we are told that “God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it” it seems as though since mankind failed in this God use that which he has chosen to worship above Him to judge mankind. 

Vs. 8-9 It does not say that this trumpet unleashed a “great mountain burning with fire” only that it was like that. This too reminds us of the plagues of Exodus only this deals with the 2nd plague of 7:19-21 of water turning into blood. The target here is the seas & we are told that it will impact three areas: 

a. Vs. 8b “And a third of the sea became blood”: Perhaps this is because of the 2nd part of this as 1/3 of living creatures in the sea die.  

b. Vs. 9a “And a third of the living creatures in the sea died”: The ecological balance that is brought forth by the sea & its life would be tremendous.  

c. Vs. 9b “And a third of the ships were destroyed”: Three fourths of the world’s surface is water much of this is sea. In 1981 there were 24,867 merchant ships carrying their cargo all over the world now imagine 8, 289 of these ships destroyed & the effect this would have upon the world. 

Vs. 10-11 The third trumpet again strikes the water only this time its effects the fresh or drinking water supply. The word “Wormwood” means undrinkable or bitter waters. The National Geographic lists around 100 principal rivers in the world & the U.S. department of geology lists 30 principal rivers in the United States. But the reality is most of us get our water from under ground wells taping into the water table. Still imagine the effects of 1/3 of them being so polluted as to become undrinkable? 

Vs. 12-13 Up to this 4th trumpet the effects of the blasts from the trumpets only effected 1/3 of the world at a time here the entire world will realize its effects. This of coarse also reminds us of the 9th plague of Exodus 10:21-23 of darkness  over the world. The severity of the next three judgments is noted by the sending of an angel to proclaim three woes over the earth. There are always three responses to such things as this by mankind:

a. 2 Peter 3:4 Unbelief

b. 2 Thess. 3:13 & Heb. 10:24-25 Indifference

c. 2 Peter 3:11-14 Anticipation 
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I. Intro

In the 8th chapter as the first four trumpets were sounded the resulting judgment was focused upon what man worships namely the environment. In the final verse of that chapter an angel proclaimed that the final three trumpet blasts were far worse then what the world had just gone through. The only reason I can see for this is to give opportunity for unrepentive man kind to realize their sin & instead of fleeing the wrath of the Lamb come to His throne of mercy & grace. 


In the 9th chapter we are somewhere past the midway point of the Great tribulation in a period of time that Jesus spoke about in Matt. 24:20-22 when He said, “Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.” John sees two armies that will come upon the world:

· Vs. 1-12 The first is from the bottomless pit

· Vs. 13-19 The second is from the East

Yet as disturbing as these verses are I find the most disturbing part of them not God’s judgment but rather the unrepentive human heart of verses 20-21. The truth of the matter is that without exception if it was not for God’s grace we to would be as hard hearted! The fallen human heart or the redeemed heart that is living still in bondage to the flesh & the world will always chose sin over grace!

II. Vs. 1-12 The army from the pit

Vs. 1-2 John reveals in these first two verses the reason for the first woe of 8:13. Now look at verse 1 carefully & you will notice two things concerning this “fallen star”:

a. Though John sees a fallen star he uses the personal pronoun “him” as it relates to the receiving the key. Yeh, so? Well that tells us that the star is a person & not an object. 

b. Second as the key to the bottomless pit is given to him we know that the scope of his authority is limited.

As to his identification there are several clues that may point to who this “fallen star” is:

1. Luke 10: 18 Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” Further more in light of this army Jesus in the next two verses declared, “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

2. Isa. 14:12-17 We are first told of this fall “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High. Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, And consider you, saying: 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, Who made the world as a wilderness And destroyed its cities, Who did not open the house of his prisoners?”

The pit is first mentioned in Jesus’ words to the demon named legion in Luke 8:31 where legion “begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.” So we know that this place is so horrible that the demons fear it. It is interesting that we are told in 1 Peter 3:19-20 that Jesus “He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah”. Rev 20:2-3 tells us that this is where satan will be kept during the 1,000-year reign of Christ upon the earth. Upon opening the bottomless pit so much smoke comes up that it pollutes the earth’s atmosphere to where the sun is darkened.

Vs. 3-6 John declares three things about this army from the bottomless pit:

a. General characteristics: They are called “locusts” yet they have the power of scorpions. Proverbs 30:27 tells us that “locusts have no king, Yet they all advance in ranks”, yet clearly these “locusts” in verse 11 have a king whose name is “in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon” or better yet in English is the destroyer or satan. They don’t much resemble locusts in their description of 7-9 & neither do they have an appetite for the things that locusts do. Based upon this I come to the opinion that these creatures are not literal locusts but have swarming characteristics as locusts do & are very much demonic.

b. Intended victims: Vs. 4 “only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” Well who are those who have the seal of God on their foreheads?

1. Rev. 7:4, 14:1-5 The 144,000 Jewish believers who God seals.

2. Any person alive who has trusted in Jesus during this time as Eph. 1:13 remind us that “having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise”.    

c. Effects of their attack: It is important to realize that they have no power to kill only torment for five months. It is further revealing when you realize that the normal life span of a locust is five months so their ability to attack is limited to their time frame. Their torment is said to be like that of a scorpion so painful that the person who is so struck will desire death but be unable to obtain it. The question remains as to what could possible be so painful yet disabling as to fit this? One possibility is demonic possession as we look at the stories of this in the scriptures we see folks who are in extreme pain yet unable to control their bodies, (Mark 4:5, (9:18).

Vs. 7-12 Here we are given their description but it is done in figurative language as we note the use of the word “like” repeated 8 times in 4 verses. Any attempt to identify modern armies or their weaponry based upon John’s words would be pure speculation & missing the point. John uses words meant to describe a terrifying demonic army who is lead by one whose name is destroyer & has the power to hurt for five months. This description reveals six things about this demonic army:

1. Vs. 7a “like horses prepared for battle.” They move efficiently & swiftly! 

2. Vs. 7b-8 “On their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.” There is a splendor about them that projects their power & yet they are recognizable as well (faces of men, long hair & sharp teeth). 

3. Vs. 9a “And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron”. They ware armor that makes them impossible to destroy.

4. Vs. 9b “the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle.” The sound of their movement causes terror.

5. Vs. Vs. 10a “They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails.” The damage they inflict is from the back of them & not the front.

6. Vs. 11 “they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.” They are under direct commandment of the destroyer satan. 

With this the proclamation is made that one of the three woes is past. 

III. Vs. 13-19 The army from the east

Vs. 13-15a As the 6th angel sounds his trumpet we take note of the location in which this takes place as he is around the golden altar of incense which w saw is mixed with the prayers of the saints. They cry of their hearts was found 6:10 “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” It appears as though the location of the 6th angel is the answer to the cry of their heart as God is ready to judge. 


Also note the fact that we are told that these four angels are “bound & been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind.” This speak to me that these are not good angels but rather demonic as no angel of the Lord would need to be bound, also the fact that they are released shows that they are given authority! They come from the area of the river Euphrates that is both the cradle of mankind as well as the birthplace of all false worship not to mention the border of Israel. 

Vs. 15b-19 In these verses we are given three things about this army:

· Their purpose

· How they accomplish their purpose

· The description of the instruments they will employ to accomplish their purpose 

1. Their purpose Vs. 15 “to kill a third of mankind.” In the 6th chapter at the time of the 4th seal we were told that ¼ of the worlds population will be destroyed. Remember that I said that currently there are around 6 billion people upon the earth & if ¼ of the worlds population were to die it would mean 1 ½ billion people would die leaving around 4 ½ billion people. Now here we are told that another 1/3 of those will die at this time which would mean 2 ¾ would die or roughly 3 billion of the original 6 billion or ½ of the original worlds population would be no more.  

2. How they accomplish their purpose Vs. 16 “the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.” An army of horsemen 200 million strong is the manor in which 1/3 will become dead. Some have noted that China who has announced that their army is two million strong & are from the East fits this description. Still this would be speculation to insist this. 

3. The description of the instruments they will employ to accomplish their purpose Vs. 18-19 First John reveals that they are deadly from the front as well as the back. Further more we see that no one will be able to withstand their force & perhaps will be more prone to join them then fight them. Their weapons “fire smoke & brimstone” are all weapons of hell & earth will become hell during this part of the tribulation. Perhaps God allows this to show unrepentive man what they have chosen when they rejected the Son of Love as to give them time to repent before eternity!

IV. Vs. 20-21 The world’s reaction

Vs. 20-21 Our God is a merciful God & it is according to Romans 2:4 “the goodness of God leads you to repentance”. Where’s the goodness in this you ask? Well only 1/3 of the worlds population will experience these armies though clearly 2/3 of the unrepentive deserve them. He does so not because some are better but rather He desires mercy. Amazingly the response to those who survive because of His mercy even in their grief & despair still refuse to turn from their sin & receive life everlasting. Why even in hell mankind will not be sorry for their sins as the Bible describes weeping & wailing but it also describes the gnashing of teeth which is a sign of anger & hatred. 


We are given a very vivid description of life on this planet during the tribulation period as we are told that will be  “worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, they will be committing murders involved in sorceries (drug abuse), sexual immorality & thefts.” The world wants total freedom with out restraint & that is what the world will have total anarchy with no morality free to do what ever they want to each other without any restrictions or law & the out come is hell on earth. 
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I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-4 A messenger with an open book
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IV. Vs. 8-11 Hard to stomach the truth

I. Intro

In between the 6th & 7th seal in chapter 6 & chapter 8 John was taken to see what was going on from heavens perspective. Now here again in between the 6th & 7th trumpet John is again taken see the events from a different perspective, which will last from chapter 10 through 11:14. 


Before us are several events which John sees:

· A mighty angel coming down from heaven

· An open little book in his hand

· A statement that there ought to be no longer delays

· Instructions for John on what to do with this little open book

The key to interpreting these things seems to lie in the words at the end of this interlude as John hears voices in heaven proclaiming at the end of those things that he sees saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” Back in Gen. 1:28 God gave man kind dominion over His creation, the Hebrew word (Raw-daw) is used which means, “to rule over”. As Adam disobeyed God the rulership fell into the hands of satan & it is for this reason that Jesus in John 12:31 called him the ruler of this world. The purpose of Jesus incarnation was to purchase the world & us back to Himself. Though at the cross & resurrection it was positionally His, the full possession has not yet transpired. In fact we are told that in Eph 1:13-14 that “the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession”. Further more in Romans 8:21-22 “creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God… the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.” Finally the fulfillment of the promise of Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord's, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.”

II. Vs. 1-4 A messenger with an open book

Vs. 1 We are introduced to another mighty angel & given his description in this verse. There are two possibilities as to his identification, yet with that said it matters little to the integrity of this chapter as the Chapter deals not with the mighty angel’s identification but rather with what he has in his hand. 

a. There are those who see this mighty angel as being Jesus. Several things play into this interpretation:

1. The angel’s description here is very glorious: He is clothed with a cloud, which is often identified with God. In chapter 4:3 there was a rainbow around the throne & here it is about his head. The description of Jesus face & feet in chapter 1:15-16 is similarly described here in this chapter. 

2. His posture over the land & the sea is that of authority. This seems to be a picture for some of Jesus’ conquering the world & its fallen system. Further more when he cries out it is as when a lion roars & since Jesus is the lion from the tribe of Judah it seems fitting.  

3. The fact that this angel is in possession of the little book, which some see as the title deed to the earth, (the scroll of chapter 5). The problem for some with all of this is Jesus is being referred to as a mighty angel in this passage. Well the word angel is after all just the word for messenger & in the O.T. Jesus appeared in a preincarnate state as an “angel of the Lord” (Ex. 3:2). So this too is just a Christophanie or a temporary manifestation of the Lord for a special purpose. There is much in this interpretation that makes sense.      

b. The 2nd possibility is equally compelling as far as the Greek is concerned as the word for mighty is “strong angel” & in chapter 5:2 it was clearly not Jesus in that chapter. The word “another” is a word that means “of the same kind” which would point back to chapter 5:2 & the other “strong angel”. Angels are very radiant creatures as we see in Revelation 18:1 where John says that he “saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory”, yet no one suppose this to be Jesus. Also the fact that John sees this angel coming back to earth prior to the 2nd coming & after the rapture indicates that could not be Jesus. Also the fact in verse 6 where the angel swears by Him who lives forever & ever & created everything is another compelling reason this can not be Jesus. Further more in 14:4 where we do see Jesus He will come riding a cloud no wearing one.

Based upon both of these two power arguments I can now safely say that I’m certain that I don’t know anything, as I ought! If you look at John’s description you would be convinced that this mighty angel is none other then Jesus but if you look at the original language you will convinced it is not Jesus but just another strong angel. What we know is that John does not tell us one way or the other. 

Vs. 2 Much of the interpretation of this verse depends upon which view you took of verse 1, so we shall just observe what the text says. The mighty angel has an open little book in his hand & it is this book that becomes the central focus of this chapter, but what is this book? Here is what we know:

a. Verse 7 indicates that its contents had been declared before to God’s servants the prophets & the message in it coincides with the mystery of God being finished.  

b. Verses 9-11 tells us that the contents of the book are sweet to the taste yet bitter to the stomach & that John must share its contents to many peoples, nations, tongues & kings. 

It is my opinion that this open little book in the hand of the mighty angel is that which John has been writing down namely the revelation of Jesus. The contents have been given to the prophets such as Daniel & others it speaks of when God would again set all things right. Since it unveils Jesus as the conquer who establishes His kingdom & yet deals with the judgment of those who refuse His love it is sweet to the taste yet bitter for those who must digest His wrath.

Vs. 3-4 Jer. 25:30 informs us that “The LORD will roar from on high, And utter His voice from His holy habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the earth.” Apparently we have the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy. 


This is the only time in this book that John is told seal up that which was spoken & not write it down for us. What was it John wrote down? Well it would be foolish speculation to guess as it is sealed up. Deut. 29:29 reminds us that “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

III. Vs. 5-7 And now a word form our sponsor       

Vs. 5-7 The mighty angel swears by two aspects of the nature of God that man kind most often rejects:

a. Him who lives forever: Mankind has always rejected the eternal nature of God, that is to say that God has always existed. Why does mankind reject the eternal nature of man? Well if God has always been then means that he is over man in every way! 

b. Who created heaven & earth & all the things that are in them: Mankind has always rejected God’s nature as creator, evolution is a clear example of this. Why do they reject this aspect of God? Well if God created everything then He alone has the right over everything & everyone!

In our lives everything that is not right in the way we live can be traced back to an improper view of the person, work or nature of God! 

In verse 6 a declaration is made that there should be no more delays. Jesus has purchased the title deed the world but has yet to claim what He has purchased through His shed blood. Finally what all redeemed hearts have longed for will be accomplished, “His will is going to be done on earth as it is in heaven.” But why the delay in the first place? Well I think two verses shed light upon this:

a. 2 Thess 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.” God delayed this because of the wickedness of man choosing to restrain lawlessness by work of the Holy Spirit within the Church. One the rapture happens things will take a quick natural coarse, which leads to 4 billion deaths.  

b. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” It also seems as though God desires that all should come into repentance & the delay was to “as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:” (John 1:12) 

It is our Lord who has purchased the world at the price of His precious blood & it is up to Him to wait tell the right time. How unfortunate it is that some choose to scoff because of His delay not realizing that their evil is increasing until it will be ripe for judgment which will take place after 11:15 after the 7th trumpet. 

IV. Vs. 8-11 Hard to stomach the truth

Vs. 8-11 Here we see that John is told to partake of the little book which is a picture of appropriating its contents into his life. Something John admonished all of us in chapter 1:3 as he said “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” The word of God is sweet to those who partake of it & appropriate its words into their lives. As we learn of His grace & mercy but it also is bitter when we fail to trust Him & His word on our behalf. There are several others in scripture who were told to partake of God’s word:

a. Jer. 15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts.” 

b. Ezek. 3:1-3 “eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll. And He said to me, "Son of man, feed your belly, and fill your stomach with this scroll that I give you." So I ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness.”  

Clearly how we receive His word on our behalf will determine whether the sweetness will turn to bitterness or joy in our hearts.

