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I. Intro.

Having just started our look at Joseph this chapter takes a detour into the life of Jacob’s fourth son through Leah Judah. The question ought to come to our minds, “Why in the story of Joseph do we look at Judah?” Follow me on this folks, Joseph’s story is from the nation of Israel or man’s perspective on “HOW” they ended up in Egypt. Judah’s story here in the 38 chapter serves to give us God’s perspective of “WHY” their departure was necessary in the first place. The tone of the chapter is to show us that God’s people were in danger of becoming completely like the Canaanites. It was important for their survival that they leave the world in which they dwelt. The Canaanites worshiped sex, their society revolved around sex. In other words their society looked a lot like our’s. The statistics are in as to the cost of our sexual freedom:

· 90% of black babies & 55% of white babies are now born to teenagers outside of marriage.

· Women who give birth as teenagers are more likely to have an income level below 50% of the poverty line.

· Teenage girls raised without their fathers are much more likely to become sexually active then those who are raised with both parents.

· 80% of teens in psychiatric hospitals come from broken homes.

· 50% of all teen suicides come from single parent homes.

· 60% of all rapists grew up without fathers.

· 72% of all teens that commit murders grew up without fathers.

Now if we fall into some of these categories it doesn’t mean that we need to stay there because God can & does bring about change even through our failure. 

II. Vs. 1-19 The pleasure of sin for a season

Vs. 1 Based upon the phrase “It came to pass at that time that Judah departed from his brothers”, that the timing of this chapter & its events happen right after the selling of Joseph. We know that Joseph was 17 so this would make Judah around 21. It seems as though Judah seared conscious at the selling of his brother into slavery led to a further cold heart as he decides to go & hang out with a wealthy Canaanite from the area of Adullam named Hirah (nobility). Based upon verse 20 this fellow became one of his good friends. 

Vs. 2 So during the 22 years of Joseph’s slavery in Egypt this is what was happening with Judah. When you compare the 34th chapter of Genesis & the way that Shechem played Dinah with this chapter there is little difference with how Judah treated the gal he marries. Judah sees her, marries her & lies with her. There is little doubt that all that Judah had for this lady was the lust of physical attraction. It is interesting to note that her name is not known only that of her father Shua (wealth). 

Vs. 3-7 The names of Judah’s sons from this union are told us:

Er. = awake on the watch

Onan = strong or pain

Shelah = weak or drooping

It is apparently after the birth Onan that they moved to Chezib (town of lies). We are not told the age of Er nor the wickedness that he committed but it was sever enough for the Lord to take him out no doubt seeing that his wickedness would soon spread to the rest of the family. His wife was a from among the woman of that region named Tamar. 

Vs. 8-10 After the death of Er Judah instructs Onan to marry Tamar & produce a Child by her. This practice is a bit odd to our culture but it was clearly a practice held by the Jews as Moses speaks f it in Deut. 25:5-10. It served several purposes:

a. It ensured the continuance of the family name & lineage.

b. It also served as away to preserve the life of the widow (old fashion welfare system), as she would bare offspring that would be able to help support her & until they were able the brother would care for them, other wise she would have no hope of remarriage.

Onan’s problem was that the offspring form this union would not be his but rather of his deceased brother. Thus he did not want any children by her so he emitted his sperm on the ground, which displeased the Lord & his life was also taken. This text has been used as a proof text against two things but it is in actually a fit for neither:

1. It has been used as a text against that which it bares Onan’s name “Onanism” (masturbation) as it is thought that God struck him because he spilled his seed upon the ground. The sin Onan committed is not masturbation as he lay with Tamar thus it could not of been masturbation, even though he obviously did so only for his self-gratification. If that is the case then every time a person has sex with their spouse & self-gratification is the goal then it would be seen as masturbation. Onan’s sin was that of refusing to care for his brother’s widow & instead using her for his own pleasurable experience.   

2. It has also been used as a proof text against birth control of any kind. This act was common place but here because it was a command doing so became wickedness. Onan clearly wanted to appear right & enjoy the pleasure of sex with Er’s widow Tamar but without the responsibilities that went with it, (Acts 5:1-11 Ananias & Sapphira). He had no problem obeying his father’s wish of laying with Tamar just the obligation of support, which he would have had to provide to the child produced with such a union. Now Romans 14:23 tells us “Whatever is not of faith is sin.” So if you are using birth control because you doubt God’s ability to provide for you materially or emotionally then it would be considered sin. Now the form of birth control that would kill the baby after conception is clearly not what we are speaking of here. 

I do believe that sexual relations with your self or with your spouse for your own pleasure & selfish reason is sin, (1 Cor. 7:2-3 A person is to have their spouse & not burn with lust but give their bodies over for the pleasure of their spouse). But that is not what Onan did but rather what Paul spoke of in 2 Tim 2:22 where he says we are to “Flee.. youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness”. In other words I believe that it is impossible to masturbate without fantasizing of others & thinking of them fulfilling or lust for self-gratification. We are clearly not to walk according to our own lusts. If anyone thinks I’m wrong on this issue needs to picture Jesus watching the fantasies of your mind as you seek to please yourself!  

Vs. 11-13 Judah withholds Shelah from Tamar no doubt because of the outcome of the last two unions, which resulted in the death of his two boys. But in none of this had Tamar acted wickedly but rather it was his son’s which had sinned & not Tamar. Yet Judah vows to do so but does not act upon what he promised & mean while she is left to live in her fathers house. The time delay & the death Judah’s wife led to a wicked opportunity for Tamar. What were the things that led Judah down this path?

a. Judah had departed from the faith of his fathers as we see him hanging around the sexually perverted society of the Canaanites.

b. He married a woman based only upon his physical attraction towards her. The loss of her led him seek comfort among the “sheepshearers of Timnah”. No you need to ask why would hanging around a bunch sheepshearers bring comfort to a man who has lost his wife? Well it is my opinion that these fellows hung out  at strip clubs & with prostitutes why else would Tamar dress up as a harlot?  

Vs. 14-19 She seizes the opportunity & judging by the way Judah responds to her this was not the first time Judah had been a john! The word used here for harlot & the word used in verses 21-22 is different. Here the word means a person who exchanges goods for sex but in verses 21-22 the word used is a temple prostitute who had sex as part of the worship of their gods. Simply put Judah was out for a “good time” & was unaware of the spiritual dangers. The parallel is an interesting one as sexual immorality always leads to idolatry. A person may think that porn or casual sex is not hurting anyone but pretty soon you become consumed by it & have to keep feeding the worship of sex. From Tamar’s perspective the issue is not the money but rather the pledge of which Judah has already broke. The items were all one of a kind things that were clearly associated with the person they belonged too.

III. Vs. 20-30 Rotten roots to healthy fruit

Vs. 20-24 The whole encounter would have ended as far as Judah was concerned as he sent back a goat by way of Hirah but he can not find the harlot, he asks around but no one knows of such a woman. Judah must of realized that he had been had as all those things identify him as having lay with a harlot but he could not pursue this any further as it would have made him seem quilty. I don’t care how “discreet” we may think our little secret sin is it always seems to fins us out does it not?  All he can do is let her have the items & everyday he must have waited tell she came waiting for the truth to come out. But with each passing day he began to think, “maybe nobody will ever find out!” Every thing is going great until he hears Tamar is pregnant & she is not married. Judah demands that she be burned alive for her sin of sleeping around, which was far worse of a punishment then what the law commanded stoning to death. We often cover our sin by hating it passionately in others don’t we? 

Vs. 25-26 Tamar quietly tells her father in law who it was that she had lain with as she brings out all the stuff that had been given her as a pledge. Judah has nothing to say as that sentence that he had pronounced upon her ought to be given to him as well. Judah point as far as Tamar being more righteous is not in the area of her immorality but rather in the area of procuring rightful heirs. It seems as though Judah was cured as far as sexual immorality was concerned as he never again sleep with her, in fact the next time we read of Judah he is back dwelling with his father & brothers which seems to suggest that he had repented. 

Vs. 27-30 Tamar gives birth to twins, Perez (forging through) & Zerah (springing up). If it were not for Matt. 1:3 we would not think much of this offspring through sin but we read them both in the genealogy of our Lord Jesus. Is not God’s grace marvelous? Perez “forged through” & was chosen to be an heir of Jesus! Now He did not chose them because of their works but because of His grace. So no matter what our back ground God can & desires to redeem us.     
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I. Intro.

We now move back to the life of Joseph & look at how he compared to Judah in dealing with temptation. Corrie Ten Boom once said; “If God sends you on stony paths, He will provide strong shoes!” This chapter provides great resources for two of the greatest struggles we Christians face in life:

· Suffering 

· Temptation

What are the keys to dealing with these equally paralyzing trials? Simply put it is found four times in this chapter: “The LORD was with Joseph”. Joseph’s character remained true to the Lord as a result of the Lord being with him, though the circumstances changed Joseph’s walk did not. The same qualities that cause him to be advanced into a successful position in Potiphar’s house in the first six verses are the same ones that land him in jail in the final seven verses. The truth is obedience to the Lord does not always bring about prosperity, popularity, or prestige but these are not the clearest indicators of success any way. Many of us wonder about the WHY of the trials that come our way. Moses answers the WHY in Deut 8:2-3 when he says, “God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD.” Strong shoes my friends, strong shoes in deed!    

II. Vs. 1-12 The steps of dealing with temptation

Vs. 1 In verse 37:36 we were told that “the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the guard.” This then is the story of what transpired in the house of Potiphar, which means “devoted to the sun”. Joseph tells us two interesting pints concerning this man Potiphar:

a. He was a “officer” of Pharaoh: The word here cam be translated “eunuch” as it was not uncommon to make a leader a eunuch in order to insure their devotion. 

b. He was also the captain of the guard: In other words he was the head of the secret police if you will. 

Vs. 2-6 Here is the first of the “Lord was with Joseph” phrases in the text & the context of the Lord being with Joseph has to do with his success under Potiphar. What is not immediately apparently is the length of time that has transpired for this success as well as the temptation he was about to face. According to 37:2 Joseph was 17 years old when he was sold into slavery. According to chapter 41:46 he was 30 when the pharaoh promoted him & in verse 1 of that chapter we are told that he was two years in prison, thus that means that he served Potiphar for 11 years. 

Do you get it? It took 11 years for this process of success through God’s blessings to take place. We often think that if God is behind something that it will transpire in 11 days or perhaps 11 months but not 11 years. Further more the reality of Joseph’s temptation takes on a whole new perspective as this temptation lasted for many years not a few days. What then was the secret of Joseph’s success? What was the secret of his saying no to temptation? “The Lord was with Joseph!” Yeh, I know but what else? Nothing else then Jehovah which means, “the God that makes and keeps His promises”, it is He who made Joseph who he was. I’ve noticed six things that made Joseph act the way he did. Now not every person who so acts has the Lord but every person who has the Lord will so act.

1. Vs. 3 The Lord in his life “The Lord was with him”: It is very obvious in the text that the Lord was in his life, it was what powered him & moved him.

2. Vs. 4 Diligent in small things “Joseph found favor & served him”: He was diligent in the small things. Here is what I mean, during those 11 years Joseph who was from a different culture & language had to learn to speak & think like an Egyptian. He did not just wait for the Lord to bless him instead he was faithful to do what he needed to be used of the Lord.

3. Vs. 5a Everything he did was unto the Lord “The Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake”: Whatever Joseph did he did as unto the Lord. Joseph did not work for Potiphar he worked for the Lord; he was diligent in serving with excellence because it was all about the Lord.

4. Vs. 5b Desired to be a blessing above being blessed “The blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field”: Joseph worked not for advancement, promotion or notoriety but rather for the benefit & blessing of others. The quickest way to be raised up in the Lord is not to care about being noticed or raised up. 

5. Vs. 6a Operated in the gifts & callings of God “Thus he left all that he had in Joseph's hand”: The Lord was with Joseph but He worked through the natural talents & gifts that He had given Joseph. All Joseph did was operate under the Lords guidance & power while serving in those gifts. 

6. Vs. 9 Gave all glory to the Lord not his abilities “There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” More on this verse in a minute but the point I wish to make is that Joseph recognized that all of the success he had was because of the Lord & not his abilities. God must be the sole reason for any good that we accomplish even through our gifts & abilities. 

How cool is this as a part of Joseph’s resume, “Hey, hire me & as I work in the gifts & abilities God has given me by his power your company will be prosperous!” Joseph’s testimony as to the Lord being with him was seen on how he conducted his life on the job. Because of this we are told in verse 3 that Potiphar saw that the Lord was with him. Is that not a great motivation to work hard on the job for your none Christian boss? How did Joseph witness to Potiphar? Well by being the best worker he had. Joseph’s master was not Potiphar it was the Lord God Almighty. So we see the keys to being successful are:

· The Lord in his life

· Diligent in small things

· Everything he did was unto the Lord

· Desired to be a blessing above being blessed

· Operated in the gifts & callings of God

· Gave all glory to the Lord not his abilities
Vs. 7 Now we move the second of the great trials we face in life temptation. Although this temptation specifically deals with sexual temptation the principals of dealing with temptation can apply no matter what it is that is a temptation to us. 


In this verse we are given a three fold description of Potiphar’s wife: 

1. “His masters wife”: Interesting that we are never given her name she is just his masters wife. What this suggests is that she was not a woman of character. Perhaps she was quite young & Potiphar was an older eunuch. The code of morality among Egyptian woman was noted as being quite loose. 

2. “After these things that his master's wife cast longing eyes on Joseph”: What this verse suggests is that she was no merely attracted to Joseph’s handsome appearance. It was based upon Joseph’s power & success. He perhaps was not as attractive when he just sweep the floors but when he began to rise in power he rose in her eyes as well. 

3. “Cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, "Lie with me”: Here we see that her seduction started subtle with long flirtatious looks. Then came attempts to get him to talk to her, which escalated according to verse 10 to her attempting to do this day by day. Verse ten also suggests that Joseph began avoiding her until finally she just became blunt. The fact that he did not respond to her made him all the more attractive & a challenge.

Again let me remind you that this was not a one-time event but rather a daily occurrence that lasted years. Joseph’s dealings with temptation started early & lasted all the way through. How did he handle this constant barrage of temptation? In verses 8-12 I see five things that he did in dealing with the temptation:

1. Vs. 8a Refused: He simply ignored her advances by way of silence he did not acknowledge her subtle & not so subtle attempts to seduce him. 

2. Vs. 8b-9 Reasoned: Realizing she was not getting the hint Joseph tried to reason with her by stating three truths: 

a. Ethical: “Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand. There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but you.” Joseph’s explains that his position was not only one of power but one of privilege & trust. Thus to sleep with her would be a ethical violation of his masters trust. 

b. Moral: “you are his wife.” Second he reminds her that she is married to Potiphar & such a relationship between them would be immoral, as it would be adultery. 

c. Spiritual: “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” Lastly, & most importantly he tells her that it would be a sin against God & such a thing would hurt his relationship with the Lord.  

3. Vs. 10a Resisted: Even after he ignored her & reasoned with her she still spoke to him every day & asked him to sleep with her yet we are told he did not “heed her”. Joseph gave off no mixed signals there was no way that she could conclude that he was softening to her advances. None of the “Hey, I’m not going to sleep with you but we can still hang out together!” stuff.  

4. Vs. 10b-11 Refrained: He did not even want to be near her as he sought not to be where she was. He always tried to make sure that someone else was present when she was around.   

5. Vs. 12 Ran: Finally when she grabbed a hold of him he ran. Obviously he did not stop & pray about it his only coarse of action was to run from temptation. Several things are clearly by this:

a. She was most likely undressed her self, other wise her charge against him would not have made sense. 

b. She was probable very attractive or else he would have went back in & got his coat.  

So we can see how Joseph dealt with temptation:

· Refused it

· Reasoned against it:

· Resisted it

· Refrained from it

· Ran away from it
As great as those five things are in dealing with the temptation what do you do with your own heart? Again we can see seven things that Joseph did to protect his own heart against temptation:

1. He let his faith & relationship with the Lord be known. Potiphar knew about it as we are told in verse 3. He spoke of his relationship to the woman that was trying to seduce him. 

2. He kept busy; he made sure that he did not have idol time. I have found in my own life that an idol mind leads to a troubled heart. There is an old Turkish proverb that says, “Men are often tempted by the devil, but an idle man positively tempts the devil!” 

3. He was never alone with her. Simply put Joseph never allowed himself to be in a place where he would be tempted, he avoided things that would cause him to stumble.

4. He called sin, sin! He did not justify temptation by calling it something that was more palatable in his eyes it was a “great wickedness”. The truth is until we call our sin by the same things that God does it will continue to control us. 

5. He thought of the consequences of his actions. He realized that his succumbing to temptation would adversely effect others as well as himself. 

6. He realized that giving into this temptation would directly effect his relationship with the Lord who had so blessed him. Thus his sin was going to be against a God that had poured out His blessing upon him. 

7. He had a habit of saying no to temptation & sin. The victory over temptation had been one long before he ran off & left his coat in her arms. He had been practicing saying no to temptation for years if he had not been saying no so for such a long time then the only place he would have been running was into her arms. 

It is an issue of the heart & Joseph had settled that along time before so that temptation  & sin could not get a foot hold. 

III. Vs. 13-23 Better not bitter

Vs. 13-20 “Hell hath no fury like that of a woman scorned” I’m told & Joseph would soon find that to be true. Joseph left in his underwear but with all of his dignity & relationship with the Lord intact. Joseph must have realized that his stand against temptation & for purity was going to cost him perhaps his life but it was worth the price. The lie she tells must have been very painful as it exactly opposite of what had happened. Yet with that said strangely there is no mention of him saying anything in his defense. The greatest defense against lie is the silence of truth! Potiphar could have executed him by way of torture but he did not, which suggests that he did not fully believe his own wife & that Joseph’s character spoke louder then her words. 

Vs. 21-23 The word for jail as well as his advancement in jail seen in verse 40:3,7 indicate that where he was placed was most likely the bottom part of Potiphar’s house. In fact we are told as much as we read in verse 40:7 that he was  “in the custody of his lord's house”. Potiphar was the captain of the guard & it was his house that the prisoners were kept. So Joseph moved from the top floor to the bottom floor but it never impacted the way in which he served. He did not just trust him in the good times but also in the difficult times. How was that possible? Well we are told, “the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.” Obedience was not tied to prosperity it was tied only to the Lord. When we seek to walk with the Lord we will be prosperous no matter what our situation or circumstance. 
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 “Hopes & dreams”  

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-12 I had a dream 

III. Vs. 13-23 I’ve got some Good news & some bad news 

I. Intro.

The chapter before us centers around three dreams, “Three dreams, why I only count two the butler’s & the bakers?” Yes, three the two I just mentioned & the third is Joseph’s & it is how he handles the disappointment of not seeing his happen that interests me. One of the greatest qualities in the life of Joseph is in spite of all his circumstances his optimism never wavers. Joseph could well of adopted a pessimistic attitude that always waited for the other shoe to drop. Recently God has been dealing with me on this issue of trusting Him in spite of my circumstances. I realized that I had slipped into not practicing my faith in Him & because of that I had ceased being faithful in my service towards Him. Real optimism is:

· Aware of the problems but sees God as the solution. 

· Knows about the difficulties but believes that in the Lord they will be over come. 

· Understands the negatives but choose to see the positives.

· Deals with the worst but expects the best. 

· Has reasons to complain but has decided to have joy in the Lord.

II. Vs. 1-12 I had a dream

Vs. 1-2 In these first two verses it is not yet apparent how two servants of the Pharaoh will impact Joseph’s life but they will. Here is something that will bring us closer to the Lord & it starts right here: There are no chance happenings in the Lord everything is by divine appointment. I wonder how many times we have missed out on the joy of the Lord because we failed to see that everything & everyone is part of His plan for us. Christian every day is an opportunity given to us by the Lord that only has our best interest at heart! Oh forgive me Lord for failing to see that today, last month, last year, was designed to make me more like You! 


The word “offended” is rendered “sinned” in other versions & it points to the fact that these two fellows had done something that was very grievous against Pharaoh. Some think since both of them dealt with food that they were involved in an assassination plot, but we can’t be sure. 

Vs. 3-4 Now as I said last week Joseph was placed in prison but really he just moved from the penthouse to the basement. Yet his heart towards the Lord, as seen in his service, has not moved. There is no hint of bitterness, no attitude towards Potiphar that shows that he is anything other then trusting the Lord for his new position. Follow me on this; “Whenever there is a change in your status it is not a demotion it is a promotion when you are serving the Lord.” It is designed to draw you closer towards Him, to make you again desperate to be in only His presence. In the worlds eyes you may have gone from the penthouse to the basement but in the Lord you moved up! Joseph just choose to see what happened to him from what he knew to be true about God’s instead of how the world saw it. What enabled him to react this way? Well we are told in 39:21 “the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.” This was not blind optimism; no it was confidence in a God who was never going to leave him even during the hardest times. Joseph was not thinking escape rather he was thinking endurance. Ok, how did he endure this dungeon of despair? Let me suggest four things:

1. Vs. 4 Saw His situation as a blessing not a curse. “The captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them”: This does not mean that Joseph just a slave towards them the word here means “ministered” & accordingly in verses 6-7 we can see the depth of that service was encouraging them. What’s my point? Well you can not minister to others, be a encouragement to others if you are having some sort of “why me” party. Joseph was living out his faith no matter where he was at. He did not view this situation as a set back but again as an advancement! As long as he was in the presence of the Lord then he was still being blessed. 

2. Rest upon God’s word as truth no matter what the situation was saying: Back in chapter 37 God had assured him that he was going to be elevated above his family. Four times the Lord told him in chapter 39 that he was going to make him successful or blessed. Yet with that said that Lord never indicated WHEN this was going to take place only that it WAS. Joseph was assured that “someday, someway” God was going to do what He had told him He was going to do & therefore what he was going through at that time had to be a part of God’s plan for his life. If we don’t believe that then we do not have trust or faith we only have wishful thinking. 

3. Complete confidence in God: Not only in his future but in his present circumstances even through the injustice of being sold into slavery by his brothers & falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife. Trials are part of this life in Christ Christian. How do we know? Well Jesus said so in John 16:33 “In the world you will have tribulation” but He finishes out those words with the encouragement of  “be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  James gave us the WHY of the trials we face when he said, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” We often become very despondent during those times of trials because our faith is based upon God meeting our expectations. In Joseph we see what true faith is all about, as he did not want out of his trial he wanted to get everything that God had for him out of his trail. 

4. He realized that God was working in him a more perfect work: The greater work God does is not through the man but rather in the man! Joseph was serving in humility, he was not rapped up in himself he was broken & pure. He used this as an opportunity to reach others with the hope he had in the Lord. His heart of brokeness was what set him free & eventually would lead others to the same freedom. The most humbling of circumstances are the occasions for God’s greatest works! 

Vs. 5-8 People who have become bitter about their situation in life become self centered & are never concerned with the heartaches of others. So many people use the excuses of the injustices done to them as a reason to live just for themselves. We become consumed with what is or isn’t being done towards us & in so doing we treat others the very way we hated being treated ourselves. Not so with Joseph he is all about treating people, as he would want to be treated. Jesus said in Luke 6:31 “Do for others as you would like them to do for you.” 


Apparently Egyptians put a lot of stock into their dreams as it related to future events. They had those who were qualified as dream experts & could tell you the meaning of your dreams & because these two guys were in prison they had no access to them. Look again at Joseph’s words, “Do not interpretations belong to God?” & remember his situation. I mean here is a guy who’s own dreams have not come into fruition & have instead gone exactly the opposite & he is boasting in God’s ability to love & care for him to others. How about it has your present situation caused you to doubt God’s love? 

Vs. 9-12 Personally speaking the last time Joseph opened himself up to sharing the interpretation of dreams in brought about jealousy & being sold into slavery. But he invites the two guys to share them with him. The butler shared his dream with out any hesitation most likely because he could see the evidence of Joseph’s life being touched by the Lord. 


Several points need to be made about Joseph & this interpretation:

a. He asked no favors of the Butler prior to giving it.

b. He does not give a vague prediction but rather a very specific interpretation.

c. He obviously believed that the interpretation given him was from the Lord as he made a request upon the dream’s fulfillment.   

III. Vs. 13-23 I’ve got some Good news & some bad news

Vs. 13-15 It appears that in some way Joseph is discontent with his placement in prison as he asks the butler to speak to Pharaoh on his behalf. I’m do not believe that is the case rather I think Joseph was perfectly content to be where God wanted him to be but was not convinced that where God wanted him was behind bars. So all he does is attempt to walk through the door provided by the Lord, the results would take two years to come to fruition. There are far to any in the Christian faith that see their faith as “fatalistic” & are content that God would have them make no attempt to change. Operating in our own strength is not good either but simple saying, “What will be will be!” is not faith any more then trying to make it happen. Now Joseph knows that he will not be out of his situation any sooner then the Lord wants him to be, but that does not mean that Joseph should not make every effort provide for him to accomplish what he believes is what the Lord wants for him. 

Vs. 16-19 When the baker saw the favorable interpretation he was embolden to share his dream. What is interesting is that Joseph did not hesitate in telling the baker the interpretation even though it spoke of the baker’s demise. Far to often we are prone only to speak the butler’s message while neglecting the baker’s message not so with Joseph as he spoke of the whole council of the Word of God. Joseph’s faithfulness in giving the interpretation to the baker was far more important then the good news to the butler as it gave him time to repent & get his heart right. Joseph spoke the truth in love & told it like it was & according to 41:13 that impressed Pharaoh. 

Vs. 20-23 The dreams fit the interpretations to the tee further more they came to pass as the Lord had shown him. Yet even with his release the butler does not remember to speak to Pharaoh about Joseph for two whole years. Yet Joseph’s hopes were not placed upon the butler but rather the Lord because although the butler forgot him for two years the Lord never did! 
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I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-13 Dreams & remembrance 

III. Vs. 14-36 Dreams with a design

IV. Vs. 37-57 Joseph’s promotion & program 

I. Intro.

This chapter of scripture seems to cause us to erase the true value of the Lord’s work in the life of Joseph over 13 years. We tend to look at chapters like this one in the bible as illustrations of a man finally getting his lucky break or his ship coming in. Joseph’s promotion to being Prime Minister of all of Egypt was not the prize instead the process that took 13 years that transformed his character was the prize. The bottom line was that those 13 years had transformed Joseph to the point that he was grateful & not hateful of his experience. Think of who would be wealthier the person who has joy only when his expectations are met or the person who has joy no matter what the circumstance? Paul would say to Timothy (1 Tim 6:6) “godliness with contentment is great gain.” He wrote to the Philippians in 4:11-12 “I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” I confess that there is a longing in my heart to see only the Lord as my prize & not the circumstances of my life meeting me expectations! 

II. Vs. 1-13 Dreams & remembrance

Vs. 1-8 Egyptologists will tell you that these dreams fit perfectly with in the framework of Egyptian hieroglyphics which gives credibility to this book. In Egyptian hieroglyphics cows symbolize agriculture & grain symbolizes fertility. I don’t think that the symbols were things that Pharaoh or the interpreters could not understand. What they could not get was the fact that the ugly gaunt cows & the thin blighted heads of grain consumed yet did not prosper by the consumption of the fine fat cows & the plump good heads of grain. These dreams were so real to Pharaoh that according to verse 7 he was not sure if they were dreams.


When the morning came Pharaoh was troubled by the dreams & calls for two separate groups of people to interpret the dreams:

a. Magicians: Were the best-educated & wisest people in Egypt. It was to this class of people that the hieroglyphics & other inscriptions belonged. They also consulted the stars as well as interpreted dreams.

b. Wise men: Were those folks who trained the magicians in occult practices.

Neither of these two groups could give the interpretation because the dreams were from God & they weren’t.  

Vs. 9-13 Pharaoh’s frustration at the wisest most qualified people in the land not being able to interpret these dreams triggered the memory of the butler. He is careful to speak of the incident which landed him in prison as his “faults” but in regards to Joseph no where does he mention the injustice done Joseph or his faith in the Lord. The only interest in Joseph is his skill in interpreting dreams, both of which came out true although not equally beneficial. Thus Pharaoh knew from the words of his butler not only that Joseph was a interpreter of dreams but that he was not afraid to speak the truth even if it was not going to be pleasant news. 


Though Joseph had to wait another two years for God’s timing to be perfect when it was right with the Lord if happened quickly. It seems to me that we all go through times when there appears to be no movement forward in our lives. We tend to think that God is not at work, that we have been placed upon some sort of spiritual shelf forgotten & discarded. Nothing could be further from the truth. It is during such time as those that God is doing His greatest work of developing our characters, transforming us & making us more like His Son. Timing is everything, if Joseph would have been released two years earlier his advancement may have not ever happened. Mordecai told Queen Esther “who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” God has a great since of timing even if we don’t always appreciate it!  

III. Vs. 14-36 Dreams with a design

Vs. 14-16 Look carefully at this verse & it reveals that Joseph had spent his time in the dungeon wisely as he prepared for the moment that God would deliver him. To the Hebrews a beard is a sign of dignity, but to the Egyptian a beard was a offensive thing. Joseph understood the culture & humbled himself to reach it. What good would it do to be an interpreter of dreams & because you didn’t want to shave no one would listen to the interpretation? 


Further more notice how Joseph uses this God given opportunity before Pharaoh, he does not speak of himself, he does not use it as an opportunity to promote his greatness or even to prosper in some way. Neither does he use it as an opportunity to clear his name or right the wrongs done him. We know that according to 40:14-15 that Joseph did not want to be in prison but those two years had brought him still closer to the Lord & his only interest is in serving the Lord not his causes! Amazingly the only statement out of Joseph’s mouth is to correct Pharaoh’s misunderstanding concerning who can interpret dreams. “It’s not me, it’s God!” The thing that ruled Joseph’s life was God & Him getting all the glory do Him. He stands before the most powerful man in the world & his only concern is that Pharaoh understands who is the Most Powerful the Lord God who knows what you were going to dream before he was ever created! One of the apostle John’s students went on to become a pastor of the church at Smyrna. Polycarp was quite old & frail when he was captured during an awful time of persecution against the church. He was brought in before the lions if he did not denounce Jesus as Lord. The Lions would not touch him so they threatened to burn him alive to which he spoke to the coliseum, “For 86 years I have served my King who has saved me, He has done no wrong, so how can I deny Him now?” In the flames that took his life his hands were raised in praising Jesus!

Vs. 17-33 The only difference in the retelling of the dreams to Joseph by Pharaoh is in the 21st verse where he is amazed by the fact that the ugly cows were as they had been at the beginning even after consuming the healthy cows. Even as Joseph gives the interpretation & then the advice there is still no request made by him to be placed into any position that would benefit himself. To Joseph he already help the most important job in all the world servant of the Lord! The interpretation of the dream was more about what to do to rectify what the dream foretold. The repeated number of “7” was speaking of the time frame to which this would all transpire. That fact that this dream had two separate stories that represented the same thing was mean to show it as a certain fact. The final words of Joseph are to give hope, “God will shortly bring it to pass.” In other words God not only knows what is going to happen, He also holds the outcome of what is gong to happen! God had a plan in the time of plenty as well as the time of famine & understanding what His plan was & operating within His plan would cause Egypt to prosper. Christian all to often our prayers are about getting God to buy into our ideas & plans & bless them so we would prosper. Instead our prayer ought to be about us buying into God’s plans & ideas, then asking Him to cause them to prosper so His kingdom & will would be furthered for His glory! 

Vs. 34-36 God did not stop at just giving the interpretation of dreams he gave Joseph the ability to analyze them & determine a coarse of action that would minimize the effects of the dream. The purpose of those 13 years becomes much clearer as such a gifted man who would not touch God’s glory had to be produced through much brokeness. To so create a man who could interpret dreams & a man who would be able to steer a coarse through those dreams is not as difficult as it is to find a man who had such abilities but would not be lifted up in pride at God’s work through him! Talents & abilities can be produced through gifting, education & practice but a broken heart is nothing other then a man yielding to the work of the Spirit! Folk’s that can take a life time if at all! That is why the person God uses is not where we should focus our attention rather our attention & study ought to be upon the heart of the person God uses. Moses & Joseph were two very different people outwardly:

a. Joseph: Began in the land of Canaan & ended up in Egypt. He began his career as a shepherd & was exalted to the position of Prime Minister. It was God’s hand upon Joseph’s life that caused him to “step up” to save his family. 

b. Moses: Began his career as a infant prince & moved down to a shepherd among his father-in-laws flocks. It was necessary for Moses to “step down” in order to save his people!    

God chose an administrator to save His chosen people, a pencil pusher, and not a warrior! What’s my point? Well God is always looking for people who do not think in terms of who they are or aren’t but rather in terms of Who He is. 2 Chron 16:9 tells us that “the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.” Joseph demonstrated this by being diligent & faithful to the day to which God had called him. 

IV. Vs. 37-57 Joseph’s promotion & program

Vs. 37-45 Pharaoh clearly sees something different about Joseph then any other in all his kingdom, the “spirit of God” is in him. It took 13 years for Joseph to go from the pasture to the palace & it was made possible only by his willingness to yield to God to transform his character, yes Joseph had God given talents but it was God’s work inwardly that enabled those talents to be used for the glory of God. 


He is given all the trappings of a new position: 

1. Signet ring: Like or signature & a credit card. 

2. Clothing of fine linen & a gold chain: These were signs of his prominence among the people.

3. Second chariot: Pharaoh got the Rolls, Joseph drove the Benz.

4. His named changed: This meant that “God speaks & He lives” was no longer a slave or a foreigner but now an Egyptian.

5. The daughter of the priest of the sun god: Now most likely Asenath was not a woman who did not disagree with Joseph’s worship of God. How do we know? Well if he could say no to Potiphar’s wife he would have said no to any woman who did not love his God. 

Vs. 46-57 Here we are told the accuracy of the interpretation & God’s ability to direct the administration of the plan that would prosper Egypt during the years of famine. 


The naming of his two son give another glimpse into his heart:

a. Maasseh: “Making to forget” shows that Joseph had an attitude of gratitude towards God as His goodness towards him far out weighed any of the trials. There is no mention of wanting to go back home as wherever the Lord was he was at home. No sign of bitterness as we will see further in 50:20 that causes him to see everything as being for his good.

b. Ephraim: “Fruitfulness” Joseph recognizes that all that he has is because of the Lord, there is no hint of deserving all that he now has because of what he had to endure. The Lord has turned the sorrow into joy & we see a powerful truth in these two names we shall never be fruitful until we are first forgetful! There is a worship song that goes like this: “So let’s forget about ourselves magnify the Lord & worship Him!” 
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I. Intro.

We left off last week looking at Joseph’s two son’s names “forgetful” & “fruitful”. I said that I believe that those names hold a secret to personal peace, “If we are to be ever fruitful in our lives we must first be forgetful”. It is that forgetfulness that is the difficult part isn’t it? I mean I’m very forgetful of the wrongs I’ve done to others but I can remember every word of spite against me. Yet what I need to be is forgetful of the wrongs done me & the key is to recognize how God could have chosen justly to deal with my wrongs. Jesus came not for His rights but rather for my wrongs! I have spent far too much time in my life trying to get even with those who have wronged me & not enough time getting even with those who have helped me & forgiving those who have hurt me! 

II. Vs. 1-5 The need to go to Egypt

Vs. 1-5 In the last verse of chapter 41 we were told that the famine was world wide & it would this world wide famine that will lead to the fulfillment of God’s word to Abraham in chapter 15:13 that, “your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.” God was allowing this famine to drive Abraham’s descendents away from the evil influence of the Canaanites. Don’t you wish at times that you could look at the circumstances of our lives from the vantage of heaven?


 It is clear by the words “Why do you look at one another?”  that Jacob noticed that there was a perplexity upon his son’s faces as he mentioned their need to go to Egypt. For 20 years they had bore the secret concerning their treatment of their brother Joseph. Yet the word “Egypt” brought them back to the guilt that lay in their conscience. Someone has well said that “Conscience is the knowing part of us that realizes that God knows what we know & agrees with Him on what is right.” More often though our consciences are a sundial of our soul. “They only reveal the true time when there is direct sun light that shines upon them but in darkness it is of no use & with any artificial light upon it you can make it read any time you want it to!” One wonders if every time Benjamin asked about his brother, they saw a caravan, a pit or heard the Word Egypt if their conscience was brought to the wickedness of their action? It is interesting to see how Jacob calls his son’s to action based upon hearing that there was grain in Egypt but in verse 4 can’t trust the Lord to protect his youngest son Benjamin who was now around 24 years old. Jacob has become a man of great faith but it is not in the Lord as he sees calamity at every turn. If only he was as hungry for the Lord as he was for grain he would have seen that perhaps the Lord had a great reason for all things. God was setting up the way in which he would be reunited with the son whom he thought was dead. Through our lives it is God in His sovereignty that uses the heartaches in our lives to bring us to places that we would never go on our own volition. The trip was over 200 miles long & no doubt took them several days to get there.

III. Vs. 6-25 The testing of brothers

Vs. 6-7 Joseph’s brothers knew that their success in getting grain lie in their ability to humble themselves before the Egyptian official & they did so but what they did not understand was that the official before them was none other then the brother they sold into slavery. And as for Joseph though he recognized them right away but he did not understand the significance of their humility bowing before him until after wards as God caused him to remember the dream twenty years ago in chapter 37:5-8. Is not God glorious? Twenty years earlier, in defiance of God’s plan for Joseph seen in his dreams, they sold him into slavery & it was this very act of selling him that caused them to bow before Joseph! What this shows us is that:

a. It is foolish to resist the hand of God in your life as your resistance may very well be that which causes His plans for you to come into fruition. 

b. Secondly we need not worry at others attempts to keep us from where God attends as nothing can thwart the will of God not even the evil attentions of sinful people.

God’s wisdom & goodness are so far superior to anything that man can think or do. The Psalmist wrote in 76:10 “Human opposition only enhances your glory.” No doubt Joseph was very much unrecognizable in that 20 years had passed & the last they saw him was when he was 17 now he is 37. He looked like an Egyptian clean- didn’t speak the language & the fact that he had become Prime Minster from the position of a slave would have been incomprehensible.   


 The phrase “spoke roughly” needs to be interpreted through the context of him acting as a stranger towards them. The words in Hebrew mean “hard things” & suggest  not the tone being harsh but rather he acted in a manor of Egyptians towards those form other foreign countries. The most obvious reason is so that they would not recognize him, the second is so that he could deduce what kind of men they had become. Thus the first question is just to see if they will tell the truth as to their origin. 

Vs. 8-14 In these verses Joseph further tests his brothers to see what has changed in their hearts over the last twenty years. The reason for his insistence in calling them spies is to be seen in the eventual answer of the brothers concerning their father Jacob & their youngest son Benjamin both who were not present. If they were spies no one would all of one mans children to spy out a land so they told Joseph that they were al from one man. Still pressing the issue about being spies they continued to insist that they were not spies until Joseph got what he wanted to hear there was yet another brother who was with their father. Joseph now knew that both his brother & father were a live but he got them also to lie about what they had done to him. Why all the intrigue? Well he wanted to bring his brothers to a place of honest confession of the sin they had done in order that they could be restored. In verse 11 they said they were honest men but Joseph knew that they were not as they lied about what had happened to him. It is interesting to me to note that even in their falsehood in chapter 43:6 their father Jacob rebukes then for telling the truth about having a younger brother. 

Vs. 15-17 Joseph gives them two options to prove that they were not lying:

a. Send one of them to go get their younger brother, which would prove that they were not spies.

b. Or the one that you chose could go free & never return leaving the rest to die.

What this would this reveal is what they had failed at before concerning their actions towards him, that they thought of others before they thought of themselves. As they were placed in prison they no doubt reflected on the twenty-year-old cries of Joseph in the pit as they at their lunch.

Vs. 18-20 Their self-interest which produced such cruelty but it is mixed with mercy as what he endured for 13 years they only experience for three days. Upon the third day his words “Do this and live, for I fear God” should of brought them hope as it is Joseph’s way of saying that he believed in their God even if they did not. His demand is clear, prove that you are not spies & are honest by bringing back your brother, which based upon verse 20 & the words “and they did so” they agreed to. 

Vs. 21-24 The reality of having to leave their brother Simeon to perhaps die brought their actions of 20 years ago to the front of all their thoughts as they began to speak about it publicly for probably the first time since. The callousness of their actions has haunted them & they too have been in prison & have need to be set free. How awesome is it that the person that is going to be used to set them free from the guilt they have bore for 20 years is the same person who they placed in bondage & sold into slavery.
Here is my point, we who have been wronged by those close to us have the opportunity by our actions to set them free. In fact if we are not willing to do so then we show that we are not free our selves! Hear the words of Jesus in Luke 6:27-38 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.

Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”


Ruben speaks up & claims that he is somewhat innocent & even told them not to do what they did towards Joseph but is that true? Yes he did not commit the crime but he did not stop it either. In other words he was not guilty of commission but he was guilty of omission. Joseph has a heart of “restoration” instead of one of “revenge” as he hears the words of confession & repentance from his brothers he believes it & weeps (verse 24). I’m afraid that all to often my tears are not those of broken heartedness & tenderness towards those who have done me wrong but rather anger & rage. What then can we do to shed the right tears towards those who have wronged us? Well it all starts with how you view yourself. Paul wrote to a young Pastor named Timothy & gave him this advise form personal experience, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” (1 Tim 1:15) Don’t get it? As far as you are concerned you are the worst sinner you have ever met! How so? Well only you & God are fully aware of all the sin that lies in your heart. It is far easier to forgive other the debt they owe you when you recognize the huge debt that you owed the Lord! My problem is simple, it is my over estimation of my own person “goodness” & my forgetfulness of my depravity that causes me to think of myself as being better then someone else & deserving better treatment then I have received. If I want to live in that realm & start getting what I deserve then what I deserve is eternal separation from God! I think I’ll chose to forgive how about you!


Simeon is chosen to remain behind because Ruben was absent & he was the next oldest & the one in charge of the others. The sacks of grain are full & each is given enough for the journey home but Joseph again gives demonstrates God’s grace upon his life by returning the money they brought to purchase the grain. I find that God’s goodness towards me is a stronger tool of personal discipline then any other things. As Romans 2:4 says, “the goodness of God leads you to repentance”. 

IV. Vs. 26-38 The gift of truth

Vs. 26-28 One of the signs of true repentance is seen in their reaction to the good fortune of receiving the money back plus the grain to which it was suppose to purchase. They could have laughed at the stupidity of the Prime Minister but instead there is fear & a feeling of unworthiness. This is the first mention of God in their lives & it is in questioning their good fortune in light of their sin. No doubt they saw this as misfortune as they perceived that they would be viewed not only as spies but as thieves as well. It is interesting to see in Joseph, his brothers & his father Jacob three different responses to adversity:

1. Vs. 21-22, 28 “What is this that God has done to us?”: His brothers see adversity as punishment from an angry God who was getting even with them for their sin. There are a great many times that I to have viewed my circumstances as retribution for my many sins. The truth of the matters is that the things that come upon our lives are designed to draw us too Him not away from Him!

2. Vs. 36 “You have bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and you want to take Benjamin. All these things are against me.”: Jacob sees adversity as some fickle hand of fate that has come upon him because of the stupidity of others. Things happen to him not to draw him nearer to the Lord & not because of his own failures but rather as some mystical circumstances brought about by the negative energy of others.   

3. Vs. 39:21, 50:20 “the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy…you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good”: Joseph viewed his adversity from the perspective of what he knew to be true about God. Because of this what he went through was for his benefit not punishment or fate. It was the gentle & gracious hand of a loving Father who was drawing him closer to Him. Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 4:17-18 that, “our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

Vs. 29-38 The brothers come back & tell their father what took place in Egypt, then they open up all the grain bags & see their money returned & they are all afraid of the goodness in spite of their sinfulness. Apparently Jacob thinks less of Simeon & Ruben’s two sons then he does his beloved Benjamin as their will be no bringing his youngest boy as proof. Jacob says that he could not live without Benjamin but when Abraham faced this with his only son Isaac he showed that he could not live with out the Lord. Jacob was singing that all to familiar song that we all like to sing at times, “No one loves me, this I know, for all my trials tell me so!” How about it what song is being sung in your heart?   
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II. Vs. 1-15 Not Egypt again
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I. Intro.

Samuel Johnson once said, “Shame arises from fear of men but conscience from the fear of God!” Last week we saw that Joseph’s brothers finally had gained a conscience but this week we shall see that they also have fear of men. What this reveals is that they are as James puts it “double minded” men & are unstable in all their ways! How unfortunate that many times in our lives our fear of men overrides our fear of God & we rob ourselves of greater blessings which could have been ours had we simply chosen to trust the Lord. What blesses me is that in spite of their fear of men God brings them to total surrender by making them face their fear through unexpected grace! 

II. Vs. 1-15 Not Egypt again

Vs. 1-7 Have you ever had déjà vu? You know the feeling that you have heard or seen something before? How about having had a very bad experience some place & have to repeatedly go by the place where you experienced it? Well if you can relate that is what Egypt was for those brothers. Now what do you do when you don’t want to face something because of fear? There are three things these men do out of fear instead of responding in faith:

a. Vs. 1-2a “Put it off & put it off some more”: We are told that the famine in the land was severe & that they had eaten up the grain that they had brought from Egypt. Get the picture? These guys were in no hurry to go back & deal with their fear of men so they waited until all the food they had brought was gone & still Dad had to tell them to go. Clearly there was a clash of will’s between Jacob & his son’s. Jacob wanted them to go & get grain in Egypt but the boys didn’t want to go unless Benjamin went with them so they both waited hoping that the famine would end & they would need to go back. But wait a minute what about Simeon? He is in prison awaiting their return! In fact look at Judah’s words to Jacob in verse 10 “If we had not lingered, surly by now we would have returned the second time.” You see what procrastination does? It just compounds the problems they already faced as well as putting undo hardships on others!    

b. Vs. 2b-5 Play down the situation or play up the situation: Jacob knows the specifics of the deal to get more grain & to release his 2nd son Simeon. It will take nothing less them Benjamin to go with his 10 older brothers to Egypt, but look at what he say’s here, “Go back & buy a little food”. In other words Jacob thinks if the amount of food is smaller perhaps he can’t skirt around having to deal with the fear of losing Benjamin. What they don’t know is according to the interpretation of the dream & Joseph’s words to his brothers in 45:6 the famine was going to last another five years. Judas’s response shows the other end of this as he responds, “Easy for you to say Dad as you won’t suffer the consequences of not obeying the Prime Minister”. They are at a stand off & neither one of them is going to blink.

c. Vs. 6-7 Blame someone else for the situation: Ok now you have put off the situation, played of the situation, the only thing else left is to blame someone for the situation. So that is what Jacob does, “Hey if you hadn’t told the Prime Minister you had a brother you wouldn’t be in the spot your in!” This was part of the guilt your son’s to do what you want them to do plan of Jacob’s. Of coarse the son’s response back was “Dad the guy asked us point blank if we had any other brothers or a dad still alive, did you want us to lie?” 

Vs. 8-10 Judah offers assurance of himself for his brother Benjamin if it came down to that. Three things no doubt led to Jacob’s agonizing decision to let Benjamin go to Egypt with his brothers:

a. There was a sever famine in the land & he could not really wait for it to end.

b. His son’s refused to go with out him.

c. Judah’s assurance that he would trade his life for Ben’s. 

But what is not in that equation is simple trust in the Lord!

Vs. 11-15 Jacob practices fatalism instead of faith & there are three clear indications of this:

a. Vs. 11a “If it must be so, then do this:” Jacob was not making a choice to trust the Lord rather he saw it as no other choice. It was necessity that was driving Jacob to let Benjamin go with his brothers to Egypt. Now personally I’m thankful for this as God often puts me into the pressure cooker where He, in His love, limits my options down to where I really have no other logical choice. Paul wrote of it this way in 2 Co. 4:11 “For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.”  

b. Vs. 11b-12 Clearly we see Jacob trying to stack the deck in his favor so that everything will turn out the way he wants. Amazingly they don’t have enough grain but they do have some of these other delicacies to attempt to bribe a foreign dignitary. 

c. Vs. 13-14 “If I am bereaved, I am bereaved!” What is interesting is that he says these words after a prayer of success, which reveals that what he prayed he did not believe, would take place anyway! In today’s language this might read, “Lord bless what we are about to do but if you aren’t going to my life is ruined already anyway!”

Vs. 15 The interesting ere is that as we go back to the 37:28 the word for silver there & money here is the same Hebrew word. The words “double the amount” refer to a unit of money that is the same amount of money they received from the Midianits when they sold Joseph 20 years earlier. There they split the amount between 10 of them here they each have to pay that same amount back & though they don’t realize it yet they are giving it to the one the wronged. There really are no short cuts are there? These guys are bringing back the money given them for the wrong they did to the person they wronged but even this won’t purchase a clear conscience that can only be received by faith! 

III. Vs. 16-25 Suspicious of grace

Vs. 16-22 These guys had to travel 200 miles so I’m sure they ran every possible scenario through their minds on how they were going to approach the Prime Minister. What I’m equally certain of what they least expected was kindness & grace. In fact it seems as though it was this grace that brought the greatest fear. I think that is true with the Lord’s dealings with us well. It is when we stand before Him knowing our total unworthiness to be in His presence & He showers us with His goodness that we begin to think that we are in really big trouble. They did not know what this Prime Minister was going to do towards them & they were certainly deserving of what ever they got. Can you imagine all those things running through their heads? I bet as they began to explain about the money in their bags that they began to talk real fast. It was the first time that we read that they were actually innocent & they were in a hurry to defend themselves. 

Vs. 23-24 The words of Joseph’s servant are quite revealing, “Peace be with you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had your money.” It tells us two things:

a. It shows us the terror that was very apparent in their actions otherwise the servant would not of said “Peace be with you, do not be afraid.”  

b. Secondly, the words “Your God and the God of your father has given you” shows that Joseph must have been very active in sharing his faith to those around him & that this fellow obviously gives the glory of the provisions in their grain sacks to the Lord & no one else. 

These brothers had though that they were going to be what was for supper & not invited to the supper. Isn’t God great as He bless us not based upon our merit but rather His? One day we will appear before his throne guilty & worthy of eternal judgment & Jesus will stand next to us declaring to all that His blood & His blood alone has forgiven our every wrong. Then He will walk each of us out of the doors of the courtroom & into a huge banquet hall where we will be seated at His table for a huge feast & celebration held in our honor. OUR HONOR? How could anything in heaven be for my honor? Well it is because of Jesus! 

Vs. 25 What an emotional roller coaster these brothers must have been on. They had rehearsed & planed every response to what they feared awaited them only to be caught completely off guard by “unexpected grace”! Was their success because of all their strategies they might have wondered? 

IV. Vs. 26-34 Righteous reunion

Vs. 26-28 These poor fellows they don’t know what to do so they just proceed with the plan they have & try to present the Prime Minister with the gift of nuts. Joseph could careless about the nuts. Hey, Christian what’s more important to you things or people? What a contrast between Joseph & his brothers, “What do you mean how’s our father, can’t you see how great these nuts are that we brought you?” As I read these words I’m just taken back by what I value, NUTS! 

Vs. 29-34 Joseph hadn’t seen his brother since Benjamin was around four years old & his emotions at God faithfulness overwhelms him as he has to go to his room to weep for joy. The words of Joseph towards Benjamin should have been as hint that this Prime Minister was a little different. Further more the seating of the family in order of their age definitely blew their minds. I’m not sure who to give credit to this but some person calculated the odds of a stranger arranging 11 brothers according to their age at 1 in 40 million. 


Joseph reveals further things about his identity by not sitting with them or with the other Egyptians as Egyptians’ were forbidden to eat with a foreigner. So clearly Joseph was not an Egyptian. Giving their youngest brother five times their portion would have provided another clue as well as a test t their hearts about favoritism & jealousy. More on that next week but we leave these fellows all eating & having a great feast & it wasn’t because of the bags of nuts they brought it was simply because of receiving the unmerited favor offered by another. Christian what a great picture we have in this for us. We can try to earn God’s favor by or works & nuts or we can simply sit down at God’s banquet table & enjoy Him. Solomon wrote in Song of Solomon 2:4 “He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.” 
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I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-15 Searching out the heart

III. Vs. 16-34 How shall I go to my father 

I. Intro.

The most difficult thing to weigh in all eternity is the “human heart”, fortunately that will not be something that you or I will have to do. 1 Chron 28:9 reminds us that “the LORD searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts.” But how can we determine for ourselves whether or not we have true repentance or just regrets? In chapter 42 we examined three statements that the Joseph’s brothers had concerning their treatment of him 20 years earlier:

1. 42:21 Guilt: They clearly saw their present circumstances as the direct result of their previous actions.

2. 42:22 Remorse: They wished they had not sold Joseph into slavery.

3. 42:36, 43:8-9 Sorrow: They felt sorrow for what they had put their father Jacob through. 

But do they have true repentance for their actions based upon those three external indicators? Well we can not tell as yet because it is possible to feel guilt, remorse & sorrow but have nothing more then simply “regret” for the consequences of our actions. Any time we face the consequences of our actions we will have guilt, remorse & sorrow but that does not mean that there has been true repentance. With out true repentance there can be no reconciliation. So what’s the difference between regret & repentance? 

· Repentance is the recognition of our sin, which has resulted in a sorrow that brings about change in our thinking, emotions & actions.

· Repentance recognizes the sin, is genuinely sorry for it & demonstrates this by shunning the sin & by further seeking a new way.

· Repentance looks at the past with a weeping eye & upon the future with a watchful eye.

· Repentance is owning responsibility for what was, accepting responsibility for what is & acting upon responsibility for what is now!           

Repentance is what we want for ourselves & we shall see in this chapter how these brothers showed that they had true repentance not just mere regret!

II. Vs. 1-15 Searching out the heart

Vs. 1-5 In the 43rd chapter we saw the brothers in good spirits as their fears concerning the Prime Minister had not come to fruition. Their brother Simeon had been released to them, they had been treated to a great meal in which they were the guests of honor & best of all they had been permitted to leave with their brother Benjamin. As far as they were concerned all their fears of man were for nothing. What they do not realize is that Joseph was being used of the Lord to test their hearts as to whether or not they had just regret for their past actions or if they had true repentance. 

Much has been made of Joseph’s “silver cup” because of the twice-repeated phrase “practices divination”. What we know is that the Egyptians did have such a cup by which they would look into the silver cup filled with water & read the way the light reflected. We are also told in Lev. 19:26 that the Jews were told of the Lord that they were not to practice divination & yes it is the same Hebrew word as here in the 44th chapter of Genesis. So the question is Joseph involved in some forbidden pagan practice? Several points need to be brought out:

a. In verse five it is the servant who suggests that Joseph uses the cup for divination. Perhaps he just assumed that Joseph used that cup for this? The purpose of sending this cup was to distinguish it from just an ordinary cup. It is Joseph who tells the servant what to say & it is clear that he wanted the brothers to continue to think of him as an Egyptian. 

b. In verse 15 Joseph explains that he “can” practice divination not that he does & further more he never say’s that he does so by use of the silver cup. The context would show that he wants his brothers to know that he can judge their hearts & he didn’t need the cup to do so since they had it.   

Why all the intrigued? Well knowing that the servant was in on this from the start Joseph was being used of the Lord to weigh their hearts & he wanted then to think that he knew everything & in this case accused them of being guilty even though they were innocent? They had 20 years earlier declared their innocence while they were guilty the greater test of repentance is what we say & do when we are innocent & yet are being accused of being guilty! By waiting until they were outside of the city they are being tested as to what they would do when they were alone with Benjamin. It was while they were away from their father that they decided that they were going to kill Joseph out of the jealousy of the favor their father had towards him. Would they do the same by saying, “Hey the little twerp has always had sticky fingers, take the snot & do with him as you want we don't care!” 

Vs. 6-15 The brothers response is something that I’m sure each of us would have said, “Hey if we were crooks we would have ripped you off the first time I would have never brought back the money that was in our sacks of grain.” Their appeal of innocence is based upon logic because they believe the evidence will prove them as well. They are so confident of their innocence that they willingly risk what they so feared slavery & death to the one whom had the cup. In chapter 31:32 Jacob risked this not knowing that his beloved Rachel has stole her father Laban’s idols. 


Notice that the servant changes the guilty plea to be only slavery upon the person in whom the cup was found & freedom to everybody else. Their quickness at opening their sacks shows the confidence they had in their innocence. Nothing is said at each finding their money in the sack but I’m sure their heart sank with every passing brothers bag was opened. When the silver cup was found in Benjamin’s bag they tore their clothes which indicated extreme sorrow. Let me suggest several signs of repentance:

a. Vs. 13 “Each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city.” The sorrow they had as seen in tearing their clothes is seen as repentance & not mere regret because each of them loaded up & went back into the city & face the uncertainty together instead of just leaving Benjamin. Here they had a worldly justifiable opportunity to act on their own selfish behalf & they didn’t. What we believe is not known by what we say & do while others are around but rather it is know by what we do when no one is around & we have every opportunity to act in a manor that others would consider alright.   

b. Vs. 14-15 “They fell before him on the ground.” There is no attempt to want justice only mercy & Joseph wants to see haw they will react when they think he knows everything & Benjamin is the one whom the cup was found. 

III. Vs. 16-34 How shall I go to my father

c. Vs.16-17 “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants”: It is interesting that Judah was the one that has suggested Joseph’s slavery, here he not only does not suggest any excuse he offers no defense or explanation. What is foremast in his mind is not what he doesn’t deserve but rather what he does deserve which is far greater then what ever Joseph could bring upon him. A person’s heart is not revealed if they have no choice it only is manifested when they have a choice. Thus Joseph’s say’s that only Benjamin will be forced to stay everybody else is free to go.  

d. Vs. 18-29 Here is one of the greatest passages in all of scripture dealing with confession & repentance. The irony is that Judah is confessing this before the very person whom he 20 years prior suggested his slavery. Judah is careful not to say that he is dead only that he has not been seen since, (verse 28). 

e. Vs. 30-34 In one of the greatest examples of what Jesus has done for us Judah offers his life for that of Benjamin’s & just like Jesus it was based upon his love for the father as well as a love for his brother. A 1000 years later a child would be born from Judah that was willing to be come a slave that we might go free. And what must we do in order to be set free? Simply repent of our sins & trust only on Him. The evidence of love & repentance for Judah is his willingness to sacrifice.  
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I. Intro.
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I. Intro.

The focus of the last chapter was pointing out difference between “regret” & “repentance”. Repentance may very well have real regret which is seen in guilt, remorse & sorrow but it goes beyond this to a change in our thinking, emotions & actions which were the cause of our failure to begin with. Joseph was led of the Lord to test the brothers to see if they had true repentance or just mere regret. This chapter deals with the reward of biblical repentance, “forgiveness”. There will never be reconciliation apart from true repentance but just what is forgiveness? The word means “to release or set free” & is most often used as a cancellation of a debt. Forgiveness is the conscious decision on the part of the person who was offended to release the person who offended them from the rightful penalty & guilt from the offense they committed. The cool thing is that when this is done both parties are free:

· The offender from the penalty & guilt of the offense

· The offended from the anger & bitterness in dealing with the offense

Forgiveness is not leniency or over looking the offense, it is not free as it comes at a price. Yet the offender does not pay the price but rather by the offended. Thus we see forgiveness was granted towards us who trust in Jesus our sin offended Him, but was paid for by His death.

II. Vs. 1-8 You sold me, God sent me

Vs. 1-4 It is an interesting point to realize Joseph chose to reveal his true identity, after he could see that his brothers had true repentance not mere regret. In the 42 & 43 chapters Joseph wept as well at the hearing of the brother’s confession & again at the sight of Benjamin yet in neither of those two circumstances did he reveal who he was. Only after true repentance was manifested did Joseph reveal the mystery of his identity which shows us two things:

a. From Joseph’s perspective forgiveness had already taken place the moment they first confessed. 

b. From the brother’s perspective they could not receive the benefits of that forgiveness until their lives brought forth the fruit of their confession as seen in true repentance. 

Here is how this works practically as far as our relationship with the Lord is concerned:

The moment we confess “speak the same as or agree with God concerning our sin” He forgives us. First John 1:9 says,  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Yet we will not experience the fruit of that confession until we have repented as seen in a change of what we think, feel & act. 


It is interesting that Joseph asks the Egyptians to leave the room prior to his weeping & revelation. It can’t be for fear that someone would see him weep as we are told in verse two that even the house of Pharaoh heard him weep. So why did he conceal this? Well the only answer was that he sought to conceal his brother’s sin against him from those around him. This is one of the clearest indications that you have truly forgiven someone who has wronged you, “Do you seek to conceal their wrong done to you from others?” If you don’t then chances are you have not truly forgiven them! 


Picture yourself in these brother’s sandals if you will. They had a good dinner with whom they presumed was the Prime Minister of Egypt only to be stopped outside of town & accused of steeling his silver cup. They have pled guilty even though they knew they were innocent & have now found themselves ready to be sentenced. The first thing that happens to them is the Prime Minister kicks everybody out, then begins to weep uncontrollably. Know doubt they had to be wondering what was behind this sudden burst of emotions when they hear three words that must of struck absolute terror in their hearts, “I am Joseph”. I mean it is a bad day to be standing before the Prime Minister being wrongfully accused of theft & still worse to be standing before the very brother you sold into slavery 20 years earlier. Our sin always finds us out does it not? Some times it stares you eyeball to eyeball. Every word spoken from verse 3 through verse 13 comes only from Joseph’s lips & we are told in verse 3 that they were “dismayed in his presence.” The Word in the Hebrew means to be terrified which is further illustrated by Joseph’s request in verse 4 that they “Please come near to me.” These grown men were cowering in the presence of their own sin & failure, which was 20 years after the fact, the now before the 2nd most important person in the entire world. I have to admit that since I’m a guy who always roots for the underdog that I would have loved to seen their expressions, “Big mistake ha fellows, huge you could say!” One can see the parallels of how the nation of Israel will feel when we are told in Zech. 12:10 that “they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.” 

Vs. 5-8 Yet that is not how Joseph responds to their terror instead he assures them of several things:

a. Vs. 4 “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.”: First in no way does Joseph diminish their sin or call it some thing that was more palpable. For reconciliation to occur no excuse or lessening of the charge can happen in repentance, “I did it & this is what I did”. Neither Joseph nor God pretends that something never happened in order to forgive. It is only after forgiveness has been granted that it treats the offender as if the offence never happened. Forgiveness does not come about at the expense of the truth instead it comes at the expense of love which pays the price that truth demands! 

b. Vs. 5 “You sold me here … God sent me before you to preserve life.” Wait a minute, which is true? Both! Their purpose was to thwart God’s plan by destroying the one who dreamed that they all would one-day bow down to him. Yet it was their very action of selling him that fulfilled the dream & which saved their lives. While people’s circumstances may very well be evil & wrong towards us, God can & will use even these to accomplish His purpose & plans for our lives. That is God’s sovereignty at work. Man is no less responsible just because God uses it to accomplish His purposes. In Luke 22:22  Jesus said, “truly the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” Poison is still poison even though it can be used to heal in the right applications. 

c. Vs. 5 “Do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me”. Joseph does not wish them to dwell upon their failure now that they have truly repented. There are two equally disabling mistakes we make with regards to our sin:

1. We often fail to truly repent of our sin, oh we may regret the consequences of our action but we don’t have a change of heart as seen in our actions.

2. We don’t unconditionally receive God’s forgiveness, instead we beat ourselves up over our failures thinking that we should of or could of done better. If we have repented then all that is required of us is to simply receive His forgiveness. 

It is clear by Joseph’s response that God ruled his life not “evil men, bad karma, adverse circumstances, bad luck or fate”. God was in control & nothing that happen upon him even by those who planed for & executed his destruction were outside of God’s loving hands. 

Vs. 6-8 Joseph recounts God’s perfect timing for him being in Egypt to escape the influence of the Cananites upon God’s chosen people as well as to preserve them during the seven-year famine. So it was God’s plan to use the jealous intentions of Joseph’s brothers to cause him to be sold to the Egyptian & end up being the chief adviser “father to” Pharaoh. No doubt these words were to encourage the brothers of what he would later say at the death of their father Jacob in chapter 50:20 “What you meant for evil God meant for God.”     

III. Vs. 9-20 Seeking relationship & not revenge

Vs. 9-11 The brothers are given instructions to go home & get their father with the rest of their families, then to dwell in the land North East of Egypt called Goshen. We are not sure how long all of this has taken place but it must have been some time as Joseph is concerned again over his father’s health. 

Vs. 12-15 The fact that Joseph is speaking to them apart from any interpreter as he had used earlier is a sign that it truly is their brother. As far as convincing their father Benjamin will help with that when they go back to Jacob & as we shall see Jacob does not at first believe this is true. 


What a great sign of Joseph’s heart of forgiveness in that he not only falls upon Benjamin’s neck but ALL of his brother’s as well. It is Joseph that initiated the contact as it is with the Lord after we repent He is the one that reestablishes our relationship with Him after we have blown it. Joseph’s desire was to have fellowship above seeking revenge & so it is with our Lord. Notice that it is after Joseph hug & kissed them that his brothers talked with him, forgiveness is always the precursor to communication! In marriage people will come in & say that they need work on communication skills but before they get those they need to practice mutual repentance & forgiveness as we see here.

Vs. 16-20 God had worked not only upon the hearts of Joseph & his brothers He has worked upon the heart of Pharaoh as well as to take carts & enough supplies to move the whole family. Not only that he says, “Don’t be concerned about your goods for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours”! How important was it in the scheme of things that Joseph maintained a great witness of the Lord in his life? How important was it that he never trashed his brothers who have so wronged him? I’m inclined to believe that Pharaoh had no idea that his brothers had been the ones who had perpetrated this crime upon Joseph. Yes Joseph told the butler of the crime against him but never who had done it. The point is that our silence of others sins makes their restoration easier!   

IV. Vs. 21-28 From unbelief to enough

Vs. 21-24 The brothers of Joseph were given carts for transportation instead of walking alongside of their donkeys. Others carts were full of provisions, clothes but to Benjamin he gave 5 changes of clothes & 300 pieces of silver. Why more to Ben? Well he was the only one who was completely innocent & was used to draw his older brothers into repentance. What I find interesting is that the brothers received a reward based upon their repentance & Joseph’s forgiveness. In other words they were blessed because of the forgiveness granted them even though they didn’t deserve it. 

Vs. 25-28 Jacob’s fears must have intensified as each day passed. By the time his sons return with the news that not only is Joseph alive but the Prime Minister of Egypt his fears have so paralyzed him into unbelief. Remember Jacob was told that Joseph was dead & believed it but now he is told that he is alive & he can not believe it. Only after his sons speak al the words of Joseph & he saw all the carts from Egypt did he allow himself to believe. Think of this Christian “The only way people will know Jesus is alive is if we tell them His words & show them our carts full of His blessings in our lives!” These sons of Jacob had some explaining to do towards dad & apparently they did so as we are told in Jacob’s own words in 49:22-24 “The archers (brothers) have bitterly grieved him, Shot at him and hated him.” It is good to realize that we need to not only tell God of our sins but to confess to others as well. 


Jacob went from a man that in chapter that all things were against him, (42:36) to pure fatalism thinking that if Ben did not come back he would just die (43:14). To finally saying that just to hear that Joseph was alive was “enough”. Hey, Christian what is “enough” for you & I?

· Matt. 10:25 “It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master.”

·  1 Peter 4:3 “we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.”

I’ve personally had “enough” of me & only want to have enough of being like my Teacher & master! 
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I. Intro.

On the 15th anniversary of the day in which we first started Calvary Chapel Merced I’m going to share from the 46th chapter of Genesis. Although from the 37th chapter to the end of the book the focus is mainly upon Joseph & the glorious fruit of the presence of God in his life the 46th chapter focuses upon his father Jacob. Joseph was a guy that always seemed to interpret life through the lens of what he knew was true about God. It is for this reason that, though I’m thoroughly instructed by God’s work in his life, I don’t relate much to it. In my quest to find encouragement wherever it may lay I have uncovered an interesting truth, while looking at the patriarchs of our faith. 

· The life & times of Abraham covers only 14 chapters (11-24)

· The life & times of Isaac covers only 15 chapters (21-35)

· The life & times of Joseph covers 20 chapters (30-50) 

· But by far & away the bible character that has the most chapters written about his life in Genesis is Jacob, 25 chapters (25-50), that’s right a whopping 25 chapters. You could make the argument that the reason there are so many chapters devoted to him is because it took so long for him to mature. Still I’m thinking that God did so for our benefit because if we are honest with ourselves we look for more like Jacob then we do Joseph.   

Through out those 25 chapters we have seen the constant struggle of a man who wrestled with his spiritual life & quite frankly appears to have failed much more then he ever succeeded. The truth of the matter is that for the most part God chooses to use failures like Jacob, so that the world can see the greatness of God & not the talents & ingenuity of man. 


The spiritual development in Jacob’s life can be followed by looking at his name, that’s right his name. You see his given name would be translated in today’s English as “con-man”. While the name given him by the Lord after he wrestled with him by the river Jabbok was Israel or in today’s English “ruled by God”. From the 32nd chapter where he is first given the name “ruled by God” to the 45th chapter he is called “con-man” 54 times & “ruled by God” only 18 times. But from the 46th chapter to the end of Genesis he is called “con-man” 27 times & “ruled by God” 23 times. In other words the end of his life was far better in terms of his spiritual growth then was his earlier years. Jacob became more like how God knew him nearing the end of his 130 years & the key to that was not trying to gain victory through his own strength. 

II. Vs. 1-7 The promise of rest

Vs. 1-4 Notice that the name used here is the one given him by God & it is this name that is used as he steps out & takes this venture of faith. You can only take a step of faith if you are “ruled by God”.  Jacob is around 115 years old as he starts this journey to see his son. Three things would have made this venture of faith very difficult for Jacob:

a. Practical history: We all know that the older we become the more we like the same surroundings because of familiarity. And Jacob is leaving all that is familiar for that which radically different then everything he knew. 

b. Personal history: Once Jacob left Beersheba he was no longer in the land promised to him, perhaps he knew of the word of the Lord given to his father during a time of famine not to go down Egypt but rather to stay in the land as God would be with him. 

c. Prophetic history: Even further back his grandfather Abraham had gone down to Egypt during a time of famine & had exhibited his greatest unbelief in his spiritual life. No doubt he knew of the prophecy given to Abraham that his descendants would become stranger in Egypt & afflicted for 400 years.

Notice as well that this journey that Jacob takes is “with all that he had”, this was no half hearted attempt it was rather a “Egypt or bust” leaving. So what did Jacob do to counter all this “history”? Well we are told that “when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.” Beersheba was a place of a clear personal revelation of God’s word. With all that “history” Jacob went to the one place where he knew he would get a clear word from the Lord & Beersheba was just that place:

a. Forty years earlier as he was leaving the Promised Land God spoke to him in a dream as he rested his head upon the rock. 

b. His father Isaac had renewed his covenant with the Lord in this same place. 

c. Abraham had offered to the Lord on this spot right after offering Isaac.

And so here God gives Jacob a threefold revelation of his hand upon Jacob in the move to Egypt in spite of all the history he was facing. Before we see those three things notice how God addresses him, “Jacob, Jacob”. Why does God call him by his old name & not his new name? Because Jacob did not see himself as God saw him thus he would not of responded. 

1. Vs. 3 Practical blessing: Jacob is told that it will be in Egypt that God will make him a great nation. Egypt would be a mother’s womb to the nation of Israel. Wow, a place that had a history of personal, practical & prophetic failure associated with it would be the place where God would work a great blessing towards the nation. The numbers are startling it took 25 years for God to add a son to Abraham, 60 more years to add another son, over 50 years for Jacob to add another 12 sons. Why 215 years passed by to grow to 70! You talk about a slow growth. Yet in a little over 400 years these 70 will grow to over 600,000 men. It is always in the most unlikely of places that God will chose to bless us with growth. 

2. Vs. 4a Prophetic blessing: Jacob is assured of God’s presence with him in Egypt & further more the promise that He will bring the nation back to the land of promise. So not only will Jacob & the family receive an immediate blessing they also will be fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham. In other words going to Egypt was far from a bad thing it was actually fulfilling God word.  

3. Vs. 4b Personal blessing:  Finally Jacob is assured of being comforted for the remainder of his life. Four times in 22 years Jacob thought he was going to die & the reason for this seems to be how he viewed God after his encounter in 28:10. In the 47th chapter verse 9 Jacob describes his life to Pharaoh by saying, “My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” In other words Jacob recognized that although he knew the Lord he did not always enjoy a walk with the Lord. In fact he revealed as much in chapter 42:36 when he said, “Everything is against me!” 

Vs. 5-7 So Jacob left & went with the assurance of the Lord & they all went to the place where God would cause them to grow. I can only imagine that Jacob was realizing that as he left the land of promise he was seeing it for the last time. Yet he took everything & everyone with him assured of personal blessings, practice blessings & prophetic blessings. It is important that we hear from the Lord but it is equally important to follow through on what you have heard from the Lord.     

III Vs. 8-27 The promise of 70

Vs. 8-15 Here we are given the 33 descendents of Jacob by way of Leah.

Vs. 16-18 Next we are given the 16 descendents of Jacob by way of Leah’s handmaiden Zilpah.

Vs. 19-22 Then we are given the 14 descendents of Jacob by way of his beloved Rachel.

Vs. 23-25 Finally we are given Jacob’s 7 descendents by way of Rachel’s hand maiden. 


Within this list of names is the son’s of Judah in verse 12  & his son Perez by way of Tamar will be seen again in Luke 33:3 in the earthly line of Jesus. Personally I’m thankful that it is Perez that is in the earthly ancestry of Jesus as his birth through Judah sleeping with whom he thought was a prostitute reveals that God can & does redeem even my failures! Also the only girls name mentioned as coming with them is found in verse 15 “Dinah” although verse 7 we are told that daughters as well as sons accompanied him into Egypt. What is the purpose of all these names?

There are three reasons for this genealogy listed here:

a. Moses, who was the general editor, no doubt wanted the nation to know to whom they came from some 400 years earlier. Administratively the 600,000 men would be divided upon the basis of their ancestry dating from when they entered Egypt. Think of what an encouragement this would have been to read this list of ancestors & find the person that you came from & then look at what God had done in 400 years. Since God had kept his word then He will keep His word now!

b. Then of coarse you have the prophetic importance, as the Messiah would be traced to Hezron the son of Perez the son of Judah. 

c. Finally this list of names reminds us of another list of names & this one will be found in Rev. 20:15. There we are told that “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” The names in that list may not be the most popular of the day; they will not be made up of those who were in “People’s” top 100 most important people. They won’t be the wealthiest either but you want to make sure your name is on that list. Interestingly enough God desires that your name is on that list, in fact He is not willing that anyone would be left off that list. So how do you get your name on the list of the book of life? Well you repent from your sins & ask Jesus into your heart. 

In Acts 7:14 Steven quoting from the Septuagint tells us that there were 75 people that left for Egypt, yet here we are told plainly that the number was 70. So is this a contradiction? Well no the number was arrived by counting the 5 grandsons of Joseph born while they were in Egypt. Even though they did not leave with Jacob he none the less wanted them included as being his grandchildren.  

IV. Vs. 28-34 Family reunion

Vs. 28-30 Judah is given the responsibility of going ahead to meet Joseph 7 the others would follow. Is God’s grace not transforming? Twenty two years earlier it was this Judah that suggest his brothers slavery to Egypt. God is a miracle working God & the greatest miracles are not done in the physical realm they are the miracles that He does within the human heart. 


Jacob had not looked upon the eyes of Joseph for those same 22 years & had in fact believed that he was dead, wow what an embrace. Words were not needed & they just hugged each other for a good long time making u for 22 years of separation. This kind of gives you a picture of what it will be like when we see Jesus face to face for the first time doesn’t it? Interesting to see Jacob’s perspective on death change upon seeing his son whom he thought was dead but is now alive. Death is something that he is looking forward to not just to escape the pain of living life on this planet. Seeing his son was the high light of his life & it could get no better then this. The same is true for those of us who have seen the “Son” of God whom we presumed was dead but is alive. Yet just like Jacob we too will have to wait for a season. Jacob had 17 years with his son Joseph; 22 years apart from him but God will grant him another 17 with him. God is so God to us! 

Vs. 31-34 Joseph’s plan was the same as Pharaoh’s that they should go to the land of Goshen & there they will prosper having all the benefits of Egypt without contracting it worldly ways as the Egyptians hated shepherds. +Here too we see God’s plan for us as we are in the world but not of the world, we are blessed through life that we might be a blessing to others.
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I.  Intro.

II. Vs. 1-12 The blessings of a new home

III Vs. 13-26 The failure of the Egyptians

IV. Vs. 27-31 The prosperity of the Israelites

I. Intro.

Jacob passed through his “crises of faith” a stronger more peaceful man. Over the next two chapters we will look at his death. For those of us Jacob types we might want to pay attention so that we can spare our self’s some wasted years. What are the keys to Jacob’s change while in Egypt as compared to the rest of his life? For most of his 147 years his life was a constant struggle & he was easily shaken from trusting the Lord, yet in the final 17 years he is “God ruled”. While thinking about the change I remembered a book I picked up after my recent drive across the “Golden Gate Bridge”. The book by Earl Palmer states an interesting fact that if I had known at the time I’m not sure I would have driven the 2 miles across it. You see the bridge is built directly upon the San Andreas Fault yet through out its existence it has survived many earthquakes. What are the keys to its success that has enabled it to survive while others have crumbled?  

a. First the bridge was built anticipating the need to change. At its center the bridge has the flexibility to sway some 20 feet. In other words the key to its survival is its “FLEXIBILITY” apart from which it would just snap & break.

b. Second by design, every part of the bridge, (from its concrete roadway, steel railings, to its crossbeams) is wielded joint upon joint, thus in every way it is inner connected. As important as this inner connection is the key to its usefulness is what it is ultimately anchored to. Every thing is linked to the two great towers & they are anchored to two great land piers & the piers are attached deep into the rock foundation beneath the sea. The towers bare the weight & thus the strength & support of the whole bridge & they are imbedded into the solid rock. The key to the bridge’s stability then is its total preoccupation with its “FOUNDATION”.         


Wow, the keys to survival through out our journeys are the same as Jacob’s & the Golden Gate Bridge: “FLEXIBILITY” & “FOUNDATION”. Get it? Success is not a destination but rather a journey! The important thing is not to measure your success based upon how long you have been on the road but rather the distance you have traveled since you started!

II. Vs. 1-12 The blessings of a new home

Vs. 1-4 Joseph presents his father & brothers to Pharaoh but before he does he places them in the land for several reasons.

a. Relationally: It was only 39 miles from where he was thus close enough for him to visit.

b. Physically: Based upon 47:6 as well as 45:18 it was the best of land in Egypt.

c. Spiritually: Finally it was the some 20 miles from the nearest Egyptian town of Rameses thus keeping them isolated & insulated from worldly influence something that was more important to them then grain. I have found personally that it is easier to keep Egypt out of Israel then Israel out of Egypt.

Vs. 5-6 Pharaoh gives them what they wanted & even entrusts them with his own herds. There is an interesting historical side note to this. We know that from ancient history that Egypt was ruled at this time by the Hyksos dynasty for around two hundred years. They had originated from the same area as Israel & had came to Egypt as slaves but had risen in power to over through the Egyptian government. This helps explain why the Pharaoh was so generous to them & why some 400 years later the Jews found no favor with the new ruling power. 

Vs. 7-12 The fact that we read here that Jacob blessed Pharaoh is interesting in that Pharaoh was seen as a god, the human embodiment of Ra the sun god. The greater always blesses the lesser thus Pharaoh obviously recognized Jacob as a man of God as he accepts his blessing. God has clearly raised Jacob up & he has used this blessing to be a blessing. 


As Jacob looks out over his life he gives Pharaoh his opinion of his journey:

a. First Jacob saw it as a pilgrimage. In times past he put all his effort into this life instead of seeing that all this life did was prepare him for another life.

b. Secondly, he openly acknowledges his own failures & short comings. He sees the wasted time of struggling with his brother, father, uncle, children & most importantly the Lord. His life spent in being the “con-man” was wasted & empty. For all of his life spent in striving he came up empty & it was only when he saw the Lord as great that he achieved up to his potential. 

Joseph is the sole source of provision & protection for his family in Egypt just as the Lord is our only source of provision & protection in the world for us. The land of Ramases was a store city in the Nile delta & in Exodus it will be this city that the Hebrew slaves will labor prior to their exodus. Its location is near the city of Qantir 19 miles south of Tanis & was probable one the store cities that Joseph had built prior. The Mormons claim that the proof of Jews being the original Indians of the Americas is to be found in the similar architecture of pyramids. Problems exist in that the Jews were never seen building pyramids & the pyramids are in the ancient city of Memphis not Rameses.

III Vs. 13-26 The failure of the Egyptians

Vs. 13-26 As the famine began the Egyptians had no doubt some personal reserves then they traded their money for grain. When their money ran out he allowed them to barter using their animals & when the next year came they only had their land & service in which to use as money to purchase food. It would appear to some as though Joseph is exploiting the adverse situation for his own gain. Why not just them the food since they had it to give? Why did he make them move into the cities? Several things need to be realized based upon the text:

a. First Joseph did not profit from his own administration. He was acting on behalf of his employer Pharaoh. In other words it was not his grain to give away. In chapter 41:40 Pharaoh told Joseph that he was to be “over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word”. Joseph’s sole task was to see to it that Pharaoh prospered. 

b. The moving of the people into the cities served two benefits:

1. It made the administration much easier.

2. It brought the people closer to the food supply.

c. Although this looks as if he put the Egyptians under slavery in actuality they became sharecroppers. They were able to remain on the land & farm as they always had the only difference was that they were taxed a flat rate of 20%. Many of us would settle for a flat tax of 20% in our country. In verse 25 it is clear that the Egyptians them selves did not regard Joseph’s actions as unfair instead they credit his wisdom & administration as saving their lives.

d. Finally all that Joseph had done in the seven years of plenty was not done in a vacuum. Before all the people Joseph had set aside 20% of the grain each year & put it into storehouses to provide for the lean years. Joseph had demonstrated a savings plan that each Egyptian could have done for themselves had them been disciplined. So what did they do during the seven years of plenty? Well they eat up their savings & plunged themselves into debt which during lean times they could not afford. Simply out it was not Joseph’s shrewdness that cost them everything rather it was their lack of applying his principals into their own lives.

IV. Vs. 27-31 The prosperity of the Israelites

Vs. 27 Reading this right on the heels of Egypt’s debt appears to some as though Israel was blessed at Egypt’s expense. The truth of the mater is that this happens all the time, ever by something that is on liquidation? Did you go to the storeowner & demand to pay full retail? No, you bought tree more then you needed then went home & told everyone the deal you got. 

Numbers are not an accurate indication of blessings or the rate of blessings anyway. Consider the fact that from the group of five (Jacob & four wives) they grew to 100 in 50 years that is a growth rate of about 6% a year. Expand that group over the next 430 years while in Egypt & the number would be around several million, which is still just a growth rate of around 6%. In other words they were being blessed the same all along but when the numbers were smaller it just seemed less. I think all to often we look at numbers & not the Lord. You could conclude that the Lord blessed them more during the 430 years in Egypt when in reality He blessed them the same all along. That means right now God is at work blessing your life but you just aren’t in a place where you can easily see the effects of that. 

Vs. 28-31 Finally Jacob is really going to die, its like we have been watching one of those old westerns where the cowboy is shot but gets up several times. At the end of his life Jacob doesn't care about all his success all he wants to make sure of is that his future descendents realize that Egypt is not their home. Jacob realized that the goal in life was not in obtaining things it was in the journey. He was at rest because he stop striving to reach a destination & started enjoying Whom he was traveling with!     
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I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-7 After these things

III. Vs. 8-16 To the head of the family

IV. Vs. 17-22 Blessed assurance

I. Intro.

In Hebrews 11:21 the author mentions the events of this chapter in one sentence saying, “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.” Interestingly enough it is the only event in Jacob’s 148 years of life that makes it into the “hall of faith”. Jacob at the end of his life has matured into the name that God had named him “ruled by God”. This in encourages me in as much as I realize that spiritual growth is not a singular sensational experience that happens in a moment of time, but rather it is a spiritual walk in that takes a lifetime. I’m told that High in the Alps there is a monument in honor to a faithful guide who died while ascending a peak to rescue a stranded tourist. On the stone that bares his name is this simple phrase, “He died climbing”. Oh that this would be our epitaph is it could be Jacob’s. It is God who in His wisdom causes growth in our lives & not we ourselves. 

II. Vs. 1-7 After these things

Vs. 1 Joseph is told that his father is sick & that his time on earth is drawing to a close. Finally the death that Jacob had so frequently spoke had opened it’s door for him, so Joseph takes his two sons to say farewell to their grandfather. We know that based upon chapter 41:50 that Manasseh & Ephraim were not small boys by this time as they were born before the first year of the famine & Jacob had been in Egypt some 17 years so these two boys were in their 20’s. 

Vs. 2-7 Jacob gathers his strength & is going to reminisce about his life which centers around two great events in two places:

a. Vs. 3 “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me”: Luz you will remember is also known as Bethel & it was here that God appeared to Jacob three times. 

1. First in 28:10-17 when he was fleeing his brother Esau after steeling his birthright.

2. The second time was as he was coming back into the land leaving behind his uncle Laban. It was here that he wrestled with the Lord & was given a new name.

3. The third time in 35:9-12 as he was leaving Shechem after his sons had killed the town in retaliation for the rape of Dinah.

Each of these times God blessed him & promised to make him a great nation say that he would again posses the land of Canaan. Jacob recites the threefold blessing of God’s covenant that was made with him, his father, his grandfather & now Joseph’s two sons. 

· Promise of a personal blessing

· Promise to make a great nation

· Promise them a land in which to call home

            There are several reasons for Jacob to share this with these two men, “Jacob wants them to realize what God had done for him in spite of his faithlessness & failure.” It took Jacob his whole life to realize that what matters most in our lives is not what we have done for God but what He has by His grace done for us! 

Vs. 5-6 Jacob informs Joseph of his intent to adopt his two grandsons & make them his sons. In so doing he elevates them to the status of the first & second born replacing Ruben & Simeon who had disqualified themselves from the birthright. We are told why in 1 Chron 5:1-2 “the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel; he was indeed the firstborn, but because he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not listed according to the birthright; yet Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, although the birthright was Joseph's”. So in giving these two sons of Joseph an individual inheritance Jacob was giving Joseph a double portion, verse 22.       



b. Vs. 7 The other great event in his life was the death of his beloved Rachel. The mention of this is to reinforce the reason of adopting Joseph’s two sons thinking that has she lived she might have had more children. 

How different Jacob views the sorrows & disappointments of his life now. Before life was just a long series of unfortunate disappointments with no real purpose. He sought peace & prosperity at all costs & realized that the cost was greater then the reward. When he failed to achieve what he sought it was the end of the world now he sees it from God’s perspective. God was not just interested in the temporal blessings & fleeting pleasures of life, no He was interested in making Jacob holy! We are, I’m afraid, far to concerned with our happiness & not near enough concerned about our holiness. Jacob has come full circle & no longer wants to sacrifice holiness at the altar of happiness & in so doing he has found Joy!

III. Vs. 8-16 To the head of the family

Vs. 8-11 Jacob must have the same genetic disorder as did his father Isaac as he doesn’t recognize his own grand children seeing that he has been in Egypt 17 years. Yet what a great time for Jacob as he embraces his grandchildren through a son whom he believed was dead. 


Verse 11 defines why this was such a treasured moment as Jacob remembers his failure to trust God & how the Lord worked in spite of his failure to do more then bring Joseph back into his life, God has allowed him to know his grandchildren. In Eph. 3:20 Paul speaks of this by reminding the Ephesians that God “is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us”. 

Vs. 12-16 Jacob is being guided by the Lord to put the right hand, the hand of favor, upon the younger Ephraim instead of the older Manasseh. As you trace these two tribes through our their history you will find that this was a prophetically true. Ephraim became the leader above his older brother & later on Manasseh marched under Ephraim’s banner through out the wilderness wondering. It is further interesting to note what their names meant “Manasseh” means “causing to forget” & “Ephraim” means double fruit, thus they were true to their names. At the end of the wilderness journey God would raise up another leader that would bring the nation into the land of promise Joshua who was from the tribe of Ephraim. In Isa. 7:8 the prophet refers to Ephraim as he describes the whole northern nation of Israel. In Jer. 31:9 the prophet records the heart of God saying, “I am a Father to Israel, And Ephraim is My firstborn.” 


Vs. 15-16 In Jacobs blessing of Joseph he reveals his testimony which is one of grace & not merit or effort. He no longer sees any basis of boasting of how faithful he has been towards the Lord. 

a. God, is the God of his fathers who has always kept His promises.

b. He is also the God who has fed him all his life, the God who has shepherded him. The sovereign hand of God has been upon him & God has caused him to lie down in green pastures. Yes he has walked through the valley of death but the Lord was with him. Adversity is not the enemy it is rather part of God’s plan to shape him. 

c. In verse 16 Jacob looks back to the time when he wrestled with the Lord & says that God has purchased him out of an evil life. His claim is not that the Lord kept him from all evil for Jacob has told us of his failure but rather that God had redeemed him through them. The evil that Jacob now sees is not the painful experiences of life but rather living a life that falls short of God’s purposes & plans for our lives. God even used those things to bring him & us to where it is best for us. Paul writes in Phil. 3:10 “I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death”. So finally Jacob blesses the two sons & desires in them that his name & the name of their forefathers will live on. 

IV. Vs. 17-22 Blessed assurance

Vs. 17-20 As Joseph sees that his father is about to bless the younger above the older he tries to correct the mistake bit Jacob assures him it is  ot a mistake but rather part of God’s plan. God will bless the older son as well but not to the same degree. 

Vs. 21-22 Joseph is given the extra portion that Jacob had acquired during his 10 years of wondering in Shechem. The interesting thing about this is the way in which Jacob had obtained this blessing was not how God would have had him go about it but God uses it to bless others. 


In the final analysis we find that God chose a failure like Jacob to be a patriarch & Joseph who was far more righteous then his father does not even have a tribe named after him. Joseph is not the forerunner to the Messiah instead it is Judah who slept with one of his son’s wife. Joseph won’t be a part of the priestly line, that honor will belong to Levi who slaughtered the men of Shechem. God chooses as He wills & clearly it is the foolish things of the world. 
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 “All in the family (part 1)”  

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 1-2 The final words

III. Vs. 3-12 The future of the son’s of Leah

I. Intro.

These are the final words of Jacob & they are to his sons. They have particular interest as fulfillment of prophecy & refocus our attention upon future events, although most of Jacob’s words now would be of historical interest. The truth is we like Jacob’s sons have a tendency to so live our lives as if they have no future. We become so involved in the present that we fail to prepare for the future & in so doing become so earthly minded that we are no heavenly good. These words of Jacob for his son’s then ought to motivate us to live our life in Him, with all purity having our hope assured that what awaits us is of greater importance then what we have now. 

II. Vs. 1-2 The final words

There are five things that we need to realize prior to looking at the details of this prophecy from Jacob to his 12 sons. 

1. First, we are told in verse 33 that these are the final words spoken by Jacob & that they were done so on his death bed. Generally the words of any person on their deathbed are taken as truth even more then the word of a father to his sons.

2. Second, notice how the words are printed in our Bibles, they are written in poetry format. What this suggests is that these words were not written in haste, but spoken with much fore thought. Jacob prayed for his sons & their future & the Lord had spoken to him concerning these things with these words being from the Lord.

3. Third, these words are more then poetry they are prophecy as we are told as much by Jacob himself in verse 1 “Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last days”. All be it for us they have become more history then prophecy, to these sons they were able to hear the words of the Lord through their father & look down the halls of time to see the general peoples that would come from their loins.

4. Forth, we are told in verse 28 that these words were intended to be a blessing. Now as you read through the individual prophecies for each family it is hard to call them a blessing. So how do we see them as a blessing? Though they reveal the individual characteristics of each family those characteristics didn’t need to be true of each individual in the specific tribe. In some ways they were a blessing, as they would provide an early warning system to potential fleshly behavior. Ruben’s descendants who would read of their family heritage as being “unstable as water”, could repent & turn from such behavior.

5. Finally, the future that was told of each tribe had an extension to the past. For instance Ruben’s family’s future was unstable because he was unstable, thus the words spoken to each family were related to there past behavior. So? Well what a great lesson & tool this would be for future change, without having to repeat the mistakes of our forefathers!  

Vs. 1-2 The words “in the last days” will become an expression that will command our attention used some 8 times & this will be the first time it is used to speak consciously with regards to the future. There had been many times where God had spoke directly of future events but this is the first time where man has been conscious of the fact that what he was saying was going to happen.


It seems as though this event happens soon after the last chapter as we are told that Jacob summed strength while on the bed. Then in verse 33 at the conclusion “he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.” This ties in with the author of Hebrews words “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.” Jacob was a man on the go the difference was in what powered him as he went for most of his life it was the power of his own flesh, at the end of his lie it was the power of the Spirit.

III. Vs. 3-12 The future of the son’s of Leah

Vs. 3-4 Here Jacob gives Ruben’s future who was the first born of the family & as such had the rights of the first born which were to be the spiritual leader (priesthood) as well as the social leader (ruler). Notice how the Lord describes Ruben “you are my firstborn, My might and the beginning of my strength”. It seems as though Jacob saw a lot of himself in Ruben a man of natural talents & abilities but he got in his own way as he often operated in his own power. Further more Jacob says that Ruben & his descendants will be “The excellency of dignity and the excellency of power “but” unstable as water.” It was the struggle with his own flesh that made him unstable, which was most clearly scene in the incident recorded in 35:22 where Ruben went into his fathers concubine Bilhah, which as we noted then was not about sex but rather about power that Ruben wanted then & now. It was his pride that caused him to commit sexual immorality. From this tribe we know that no one ever excelled, they had not one prophet, judge, King or priest from among them. How could this be seen as a blessing? Simple, it is a blessing, as they would know of the bent of their flesh & the struggle they would have on handling success, which would cause them to fall into pride. So God in His wisdom did not allow for their outward success. 

Vs. 5-7 From Ruben Jacob moves to his net two son’s Simeon & Levi. They also had not demonstrated godly character as you will recall in 34:25-29 where they had killed all the men of the city of Shechem for the action of one man who had taken advantage of their sister Dinah. Because of this they receive a blessing from their father that fits this deed. 


Their problem was anger, which was rooted in their “self-will”. In the 34th chapter we were told of the killing the of the men of the city but here we are told of another detail this incident which was “hamstrung an ox.” Horses were hamstrung by cutting the tendons of the leg because of their use in a military use, but oxen were not used for anything other then a peaceful purpose. Thus these sons did this just for the sake of violence which teemed from their anger. Their blessing was to be that of a division & scattering. 


Simeon: We know that as they departed from Egypt 450 years latter they did so as the 4th largest tribe, yet 35 years after that after taking a census 63% of the tribe had perished in the wilderness & they became the smallest tribe. Their portion allotted to them in the land of promise was surrounded by the tribe of Judah & they became mostly absorbed by that tribe. They were blessed as they were divided by a far better tribe & not left to their own self-wills.


Levi: They were scattered to serve the people as servants in the sanctuary. They were the lone faithful tribe at the rebellion in the wilderness over the worship of the golden calf. They received no portion of land, as the Lord was their inheritance. They were blessed & became a blessing.

Vs. 8-12 Jacob here reveal the 4th son’s “Judah’s” future. In the 37th & 38th chapter you will recall that he did not act very well either. It was he who had suggested selling Joseph to make a buck. It was him as well who had not dealt right with his daughter in law Tamar having sex with her thinking she was a prostitute. But it was also Judah who offered himself as a substitute for Benjamin. 


The grace of God is clearly evident as this blessing is bestowed upon Judah. All of these statements refer to the fact that this tribe shall be over all the other tribes & they shall praise the Lord for it. The rights to become the ruler & priest are therefor given to Judah & they are described not only in terms of ruling over their brothers but over other nations. Militarily he is described as strong as a lion a term applied to Jesus in Rev. 5:5. In verse 10 we are told that the extent of his government will be until “Shiloh comes”. The word means tranquil or rests & is an epithet of the Messiah. In effect what this is saying is that Judah’s tribe will have a ruler over the land until the Messiah who brings rest comes. So from David’s kingdom until the beginning of the reign of the Herod’s a prince of Judah was head over the nation. The promise was Judah would keep that scepter until Shiloh or rest came & even under foreign occupation they maintained limited rule until 7 A.D. when under Roman occupation Herod an Edomite began to reign. The Rabbis struggled with this verse in light of that & walked through out the streets of Jerusalem saying, “Woe unto us, for the scepter has been taken away from Judah. ” There are many that believe that it was at this very time that Jesus was discussing God’s word in the temple telling them of God’s promise spoken of here. 


Judah blessing has three parts to it:

a. That there they are to be the ruler over all other tribes & although this will take some 640 years to be fulfilled it will start with the reign of David.

b. The second part of it deals with Judah being a “law giver” or priest, which would take 1600 years when Jesus came.

c. The third part of this has to do with “Binding his donkey to the vine, And his donkey's colt to the choice vine, He washed his garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of grapes.” And this deals with the prosperity of Judah’s material blessings. Again fulfilled in Christ as we have all of His spiritual blessings in heavenly places. 

These words record by Joseph & edited by Moses neither of which saw their fulfillment & now we look at them & await their final consummation.    
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 “All in the family (part 2)”  

I. Intro.

II. Vs. 13-21 The future of the son’s of concubines

III. Vs. 22-27 The future of the son’s of Rachel

IV. Vs.28-32 Final resting place 

I. Intro.

In the first 12 verses of 49th chapter Jacob spoke poetically, prophetically words to bless his sons born to him through Leah. This week he continues his words to the son’s born him through the concubines of Leah (Zilpah) & Rachel, (Bilhah), then he speaks to the two son’s of Rachel. These words speak to us as the final declaration of a father to his sons. Words that you no doubt would want to say to your children about pitfalls to avoid & what matters most in this life. The fact is that for most of us we don’t appreciate what we have until it is gone. We spend most of our lives striving for things in this world rather then enjoying what we already have in Christ! My Grandmother had something she use to do for her four grandchildren that drove my mother nuts, & I’m told she never permitted her to have as her mother. She would often allow us to have desert before we had our dinner. She would say to my mom, “Rae, life is to short not to enjoy what you heart desires now & then!” Our Lord has called us to enjoy our reward now & in fact it is in doing so that we are the most productive for His Kingdom. There is something about age that teaches you the value of enjoying the life He has given you now! Paul spoke of this to a young pastor named Timothy when he wrote saying; “Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”  Contentment is one of the most difficult attitudes to learn yet it is one of the most important. It’s so easy to get all caught up in the worlds attitude of working harder & harder to gain things which we think will bring more contentment & happiness. What we have in Jesus cost us nothing & it is in Him that we have the most joy! 

II. Vs. 13-21 The future of the son’s of concubines

Vs. 13 Jacob skips the chronological order here & stays instead with Leah’s 9-10 sons through her concubine Zilpah. What Jacob shares with Zebulun primarily deals with the location of the tribe in the land of promise. The word “by” here can also be rendered “towards” The allotment of land given this tribe touched the Sea of Galilee on the east & had the tribe of Asher between it & the Mediterranean coastline, thus they did look towards the Sea both on its eastern & western boarders. In 1 Chron 12:33 the tribe is noted for its faithfulness to David & its supply of the largest amount of soldiers of any of the tribes. There is no other mention of achievement or blessing of this tribe other then its location & that they would be involved in trade & commerce. It was this land & the land that bordered it, Naphtali, which prompted Jesus’ commented on in Matt. 4:15-16 saying, “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”   

Vs. 14-15 Jacob then speaks to Issachar whose characteristics are described as a “strong donkey”. They were the tribe that did most of the labor & were content with what they had. According to the census taken in Numbers 26 they were the 3rd largest tribe & though they had the numbers to fight for the nation they chose not to do so. Because of this they were most often enslaved by invading armies, hence the prophetic word of Jacob that they would be a “band of slaves”. Judah subdued her enemies, Issachar was mastered by hers & like a donkey had physical strength but a weak character & was far too lazy & docile. God gave them “pleasant land” & “good rest” but they did not use this to pursue victory. The truth is that which we fail to master will end up mastering us! The lesson learned is that pleasant land & good rest but failure to root out the enemy in your life will cause you to become enslaved by what we possess. God has blessed each of us with that which He gave Issachar & if we do not take advantage of that & possess our possession instead choosing to bury it we will not prosper as we should. 

Vs. 16-17 Jacob next brings up the tribe of Dan & says that they shall judge his people & people like Samson came from this tribe. Though Dan was going to supply judges we are told that they would also be “a serpent by the way, A viper by the path, That bites the horse's heels So that its rider shall fall backward.” Simply put it was through the tribe of Dan that idolatry was introduced to the rest of the nation which caused them to “fall backwards”. Based upon this verse & Daniel 11:37 & Jeremiah 8:16 some feel that the antichrist will come from this tribe. The land which Dan occupied became the center of idol worship in Judges 18:30 it is for this reason that it is omitted in the listings of the tribes in Rev. 7:5-8 although mentioned as have land during the 1000 year reign of Christ.        

Vs. 18 At the end of the words concerning Dan Jacob calls saying “I have waited for your salvation, O LORD!” The words here are where we get the word “Yeshuw’ah” or in English “Jesus”. Jacob has very little strength left as well as seeing that the tribe’s future has not been good & thus their only hope is in the God of salvation. The cry of our heart ought to be like Jacob as we see that our hope lies not in our nation or us but rather in our God. If our hope & security is based upon our goodness & not upon Jesus then we have no hope. It is far better to wait upon Him for our salvation then to take matters into our own hands. 

Vs. 19-21 Here we are given the futures of Gad, Asher & Naphtali. 

a. Gad will continue to be invaded be her enemies, but in the end will be victorious. They supplied many troops for David (Chron. 12:14). I can’t help but think of us in as much as we too may go through seasons of being invaded by our enemies but in Christ will “triumph at last”. 

b. Asher was to be a wealthy tribe. Their land allotment was below Mount Carmel to the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. In Deut. 33:24 Moses would speak prophetically of this tribe saying, “Asher is most blessed of sons; Let him be favored by his brothers, And let him dip his foot in oil.” The produce grown here did indeed fill the kings tables & it is interesting that many have used these words of Moses to dig for oil in Israel but perhaps the reference deals with an oil pipe that flows through this territory to the bay at Haifa.

c. Naphtali is described as a “liberated deer” that speaks beautiful words. The Judges of Deborah & Barak came from this tribe in Judges 5 but most likely this is a reference to Jesus teaching ministry, which was mostly done in the land, allotted to them on the shores of Galilee.  

III. Vs. 22-27 The future of the son’s of Rachel

Vs. 22-27 Jacob moves to the two sons of Rachel, Joseph & Benjamin. 


Joseph, out of all the sons has the most blessings pronounced upon him. His future is described as both “fruitful & abundant.” This in spite of his early disadvantage from the hands of his brothers. Joseph did not wonder away from the Lord based upon man’s injustices instead he remained true to the Lord. In verse 26 we are told that his ancestor will never attain to his stature. So this makes these words of Jacob more of a personal testimony then a prophetic one. His tribe already received a double portion when Jacob took as his own Joseph’s two sons in chapter 48. Although Jacob blesses Joseph he also realizes that this was not Joseph’s character but rather the God of Joseph who is given five titles that depict His influence upon the life of Joseph:

1. Vs. 24 Mighty God

2. Vs. 24 The Shepherd

3. Vs. 24 Stone of Israel

4. Vs. 25 God of your fathers

5. Vs. 25 The Almighty

It is great to see how Jacob now describes God compared to how he saw him back in chapter 31:53 only as the God of Abraham & the fear of Isaac.     


Benjamin will be known by its fierceness. King Saul came from this tribe as well as Paul the apostle. Judges 3:15-23 & chapters 19-20 will reveal the depth of their cruelty. Moses in Deut 33:12 speaks of a gentler side of the tribe when he predicts that they will be “The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him, Who shelters him all the day long; And he shall dwell between His shoulders.” It was only this tribe that went with Judah when the nation divided.  

IV. Vs.28-32 Final resting place

Vs. 28-32 Jacob concludes his blessing of the future of his sons & though some hardly seems a blessing they were as they provide great godly insight into character defects. Jacob recognizes that Egypt is not his home & he makes his sons promise that upon his death they will take his body back to the land of promise. Egypt was filled with the glory of man honoring the death of their pharaohs but none of them were good enough to place Jacob in he preferred an old cave in Cannon. Why? Well he waited for a city which has foundations, builder & maker is God! How about us?   
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I. Intro.

The end of Genesis is caricaturized by two funerals & it is a fitting end to the book. You see in the beginning of Genesis we saw the creation of man as he was brought forth in perfection & paradise that which God had for him was glorious. But man chose to walk away from God to rule his own life, he didn’t need God, he didn’t want to listen to God. The out come of which is that he dies; yet there is a journey that starts in this book, a journey of reconciliation. It is interesting that although the book ends with two men in their coffin (one in the land of promise the other in Egypt with instructions to be taken with them when the nation leaves) it none the less ends with a hope of future restoration. A restoration not built upon man’s faithfulness but God’s! In the final chapters of another book we see that the journey will one day be completed as we read in Rev. 21:4 “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

The story is told of a man whose friend was expanding his business & needed a larger space. In celebration of this he sent some flowers on the day of the grand opening of the new facility. When the flowers arrived the business owner read the card with his friend’s name but the saying on the card caused him to question what his friend had in mind. The card you see simply read, “Mt deepest sympathy during this time of sorrow”. When he called his friend to inquire as to the meaning he was informed that it was an error made at the florist. Upon further investigation the phrase that was intended to be the store owners went to a memorial service & it read “Best wishes in your new location!” Some perhaps would see this as a cruel gesture, however for a believer in the Lord the card would make every bit of since as we have completed a long awaited journey!          

II. Vs. 49:33-50:14 Jacob’s journey home

Vs. 33 The last acts of Jacob on earth were acts of faith:

A. He summoned all that was with in him to share God’s word to his son’s.

B. He set forth to them how & why he wished his remains to be taken care of.

The final words of a man who had spent most of his 147 years being preoccupied with himself spends the last 17 years as well as his final moments on earth speaking the Word of God & future hope to his descendants so that they might only trust in the Lord. 

Vs. 1-3 In these verses we are given the eight normal process that every person will have to go through when a loved one dies. I say “normal” as far as “fallen human” experience is concerned but it is not what God had originally planed for us. The truth is we can look out the windows of life as we know it & what we see is the reality that we are not experiencing “life” as God designed for us, we have missed the mark. In the life that we will one-day experience we see what we could have had. A life that would have not included “tear’s from our eyes; nor death, sorrow, or pain”. Oh how we long for these & in the case of believers who have gone on to experience this I’m envious.

1. Vs. 1 Sorrow “Joseph fell on his father's face, and wept over him, and kissed him.” The first reaction is “sorrow” in our fallen state it is a normal & natural expressions of our love. You see our sorrow, as seen in Joseph’s weeping, is the only response we can have when love has lost fellowship with another. We can see this same response in Jesus in Luke 19:41 when He drew near to Jerusalem at the beginning of His final week of earthly life. We are told that when He saw the city He wept over it. The truth is the moment we choose not to obey His word & separate fellowship with Him He sorrows at that separation & it breaks His heart to not be able to shower His affection upon us.

2. Vs. 2-3a Arrangements “And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. Forty days were required for him, for such are the days required for those who are embalmed..” These are the practical side & include the medical arrangements. We are told that Jacob was embalmed & we know that according to the historian Herodotus this was a lengthy process that took 70 days, which coincided with the number of days, they would mourn, (verse 3).    

3. Vs. 3b Remembrance “The Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.” Here is where the public is invited to show respect, love & sympathy. In this case it was a national time of morning, on a smaller scale we would write an obituary & place in the newspaper. The fact that Egypt mourned for Jacob 70 days is quite remarkable considering the Egyptians hate for foreigners, they would only morn two days longer for the Pharaoh upon his death. Jacob died at home in his bed with loved one around him saying good bye. The circumstances of death are beyond our control but our attitude to death is not. How a heart responds to death can reveal a lot about where that heart is. Jacob had been preoccupied with his death mentioning it 5 times seeing it as an escape from earthly difficulties. Instead we ought to see it not so much an escape from earthly struggles but instead the beginning of an irreversible eternity.

4. Vs. 4-6 Burial Preparation  Where the body was to be placed & who would attend had to be arranged just as the body needed to be prepared. All the family with exception to the children & the flocks were to attend the burial. The internment of the body was to be along side Leah in cave purchased & prepared for many years prior. Jacob wanted to make sure that he would be placed in the land of promise & not in the world, thus his death spoke to his family of where his as well as their true home is, as well as how it is that we will one day dwell in that home. We are not of this world & it is by trust in the Lord that we shall dwell with Him! 

5. Vs. 7-9 Funeral Procession This is the largest & longest funeral procession ever recorded in history. The Egyptians provided the transportation & security. The procession took a unusual route traveling northeast through Jordan instead of northwest the normal trade route as they left Egypt. What is of interest is that 400 years later God would instruct them to travel to the land upon the very same route as they had taken Jacob. 

6. Vs. 10-11 Public Burial Which we are told was at the “threshing floor of Atad”. The service lasted seven days & was such a spectacle that the Cananites who occupied the land called the pace afterward the “Abel Mizraim” which means “the deep mourning of the Egyptians”. 

7. Vs. 12-13 Private Farewells The actual laying to rest of Jacob’s body was only for the immediate family as they placed his body in the cave, which Abraham had purchased for a burial place. 

8. Vs. 14 Return to Life  “Returned to Egypt”: Every person who has gone through this knows that eventually we have to return back to the world in an attempt to go on with life  as we know it.            

III. Vs. 15-21 Fearful regrets of life

Vs. 15-21 There are two contrasting emotional responses to death that we can see in Jacob’s sons: 

1. Vs. 15-17 Guilt: Grief is something that we all will experience & there is nothing wrong with it, guilt however is something that we need not experience. These brothers had guilt over their past behavior in how they had treated Joseph & was triggered by the death of their father no doubt upon the remembrance of how their father had responded when told that Joseph was dead. Their life had been a life of jealousy they had erupted into hatred & they now feel as though perhaps Joseph had not dealt with their sin & was waiting until their father had died to take vengeance. Guilt produces fear & fear causes us to look upon things with a wrong view. Joseph had been around them for 17 years & had demonstrated over & over again his forgiveness of the wrong done to him by them. Yet the death of their father brought all of this back again. Upon hearing the words & lie of their brother Joseph weeps probable because they reveal in their guilt that they did not trust his forgiveness of them.  

2. Vs. 18-21 Faith: Joseph shows the opposite emotion by his actions of humility & grace. He understood that he was not God, it was not for him to right the wrong done, instead he chose to trust God to work it out both for his benefit & for others as well. God had used their cruelty towards him to make him more godly & also to save the nation. The perspective of faith always views death through the sovereign loving hand of God & not trough the human eyes of guilt & fear.

IV. Vs.22-26 A life of hope

Vs. 22-23 Fifty four years pass between verses 21-22 yet Moses places these two deaths side by side. Moses tells us that Joseph’s life was full at 110. He lived long enough to see his great, great grandchildren & played with them on his knees. I can think of nothing in this life more fulfilling then to enjoy the simple blessings of spending time with those you love. Joseph was not preoccupied with death he loved life & made the best out of every opportunity & in the end was looking foreword to going home. 

Vs. 24-26 Joseph like his father 54 years earlier had specific instructions concerning his death & burial. He did not want his body to remain in Egypt but like Jacob wanted it carried back to the land of promise when the nation left. So for 350 more years after the death of Joseph the Israelites would walk by Joseph’s old coffin & if they would listen he would be speaking to them about their future departure from Egypt. His death was as much of an example as his life had been it was a testimony of faith & trust in the God who holds the future in His hand. Death was not Joseph’s end it was but his beginning to be with the One who loved him & those that love Him. We Christians also walk by a tomb only this one is empty & it speaks to us as well.       

