John 8:31-47
“Free from me”

I. Intro. 

II. Vs. 31-36 House of sin and house of the Son 

I. Intro.

People often add to a meaning of a word and still call it by the same name adding to the confusion of the definition. Take the word “freedom” for instance the true meaning of the word means to be free from that which restrains and implies a condition by which we are now unhindered. Now over the years people added to that meaning to include license which means to be able to do what ever you want whenever you want. Someone has well said that the true definition of freedom as it relates to us is “being able to be all that you were meant to be”. 

II. Vs. 31-36 House of sin and house of the Son

· Vs. 31-32 These verses are important as they serve to reveal the heart of Jesus which was to save souls and transform a life’s. Look carefully at what Jesus is saying here: “If you make your permanent home in His word not only are you one of His followers, you know the truth and are constantly being made FREE.” Jesus gives us three steps to be free from anything that keeps us from being all we are meant to be. He wanted to make certain that they moved beyond an emotional response of admiration to one that was abiding. 
Emotional admiration alone won’t produce the results of what Jesus declared as a continual state of freedom. 

1. Vs. 30-31 Believe: Jesus is speaking of more than  intellectual agreement as He uses a word that means  “believed IN Him” which to say they were into Jesus. Jesus is saying that following Him begins with being into Him, believing in Him is much more than just intellectually agreeing with His words.  

2. Vs. 31 Abide: The test of truth is not whether or not you enjoy it or it makes you feel good, the test is whether or not it is true. Hey friends we are not members of Christianity we are followers of Jesus and as such you can’t quit as He is far more “into you” than you are “into Him”! 
3. Vs. 32 Know: Notice the progression believing to abiding to knowing which seems a bit backward doesn’t it? As we abide we will know the truth that belief did by faith and abiding did by consistency. Jesus is giving those who intellectually understood but had not yet committed the way by which to move beyond where they were. 

Vs. 32 The outcome of this is that He will “Make you free” the out come of belief, abiding and knowing is freedom, “being able to be all that you were meant to be”. You will be delivered from those things in your life that entangle us and ensnare us, or if you will we will be free from the self centered life. 

Hey did you notice that Jesus said that they were to abide in HIS WORD? To be a follower of the “Word made flesh” we must make our home in His word! 

Vs. 33-34 Folks we are either “free from” or “free too” but never both at the same time. They thought that free too meant they were free from but Jesus says “If you practice sin then it’s your master”. That why He tells them “If the Son has made you free then you are free in deed”. You will never fully realize how enslaved you are to something until you try to leave it or quit. Try to stop smoking and you will find out just how that little cigarette has become your master. I heard a fellow one time telling his buddy who was trying to quit smoking how easy it was when he said, “Hey it’s easy to quit smoking I’ve done it 100’s of times”. You see the person who continually gives into sin will quickly become its servant. Sin doesn’t come in the form of things we hate, (I’m addicted to Brussel sprouts) things that aren’t fun and pleasurable, no sin comes in the form of things that we are drawn too already and he gets us to say, “Just this once, what’s the harm?” Moses faced this, the author of Hebrews said, while He was a prince in Egypt as Moses “choose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin” (Hebrews 11:25). Did you notice how the author puts that “the passing pleasures of sin”? He didn’t say, “the endless torment of a ruined life”. No sin is fun, it’s pleasurable that its bait, its lure to our flesh and once we have said, “just this once” a few more times then we should of then we become a slave to that which we said we were free to enjoy. 

Vs. 35-36 Every appeal to the flesh that we face, every weakness and distress we face yet without sin! 

There is that old 1976 song by the Eagles called “Hotel California” where the singer says, “you can check out any time you’d like but you can never leave”, that is the difference between the “House of sin and the House of the Son” the house of sin will let you check out but won’t let you leave and in the house of the Son you will never want to check out but you can always leave.  

