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I.) Intro.

II.) Vs.1-5 The promise of power

I.) Intro.

Many times, after some blockbuster movie, the popularity of the movie causes such a stir that a few years later, with the moviegoers still buzzing about the characters, the producers decide to make another movie. People want to know what ever happened to so & so? What about this event did it change the coarse of the characters lives? So the writers sit down & write a script that’s aim is to answer what the audience hungers for. Now for the most part “Sequel’s”, as they are called, never rise to the expectations that the audience desires. 


It may interest you to know that the book before us is a “sequel”. We are informed of this in the very first sentence. The author records the story of Jesus in the lives of people who then carried His message from a small group of Jewish believers gathered in a upper room in Jerusalem to thousands through out the know world. In fact by the time the 30 years of this book has passed those against its message would say, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.” (Acts 17:6) And from over 2000 years Jesus & His message have come to you & I, to a little town called Merced. Oh to God that they would say that here in Merced! In preparing for this study one of the books I am reading is Martin Lloyd-Jones book, “Authentic Christianity”. Preaching in an era that one would not of understood as liberal many were already changing what “church” & Christianity is to fit the dynamics of a culture that was changing. The result caused the author to ask the question, “What is Christianity”! The answer he asserted is to be found in the study you & I are about to under take in the book of Acts. It is my prayer that Calvary Chapel Merced will not change the message to fit the culture but rather that the message & life we live will instead change the culture! When this happens we too will hear, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too!”  

II.) Vs.1-5 The promise of power

Vs.1 The first sentence of any book is perhaps the most important. In the first sentence the writer needs to grab the attention of the reader & at the same time give important information that will clue him in on the rest of the book. This is a great sentence as it causes us to be instantly wondering about who the author is as well as the reader, “The former account I made, O Theophilus.” Yet curiously, we are given the subject matter, “all that Jesus began both to do & teach”.   


So what is the former account? Who is the “I” revering about? And who is this Theophilus? 

a. The former account: Now if you go back to the gospel of Luke you will find these words at the introduction. “Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.” So what we know is that Luke’s gospel forms “all that Jesus began both to do & teach”. This then would make Acts the second volume & in fact at one time the two books were joined together. Now judging by the two introductions you get the idea that the author wrote these two volumes as a way of saying to Theophilus, “I am going to give you an account of exactly what happened, so that you will know why we believe what we believe!” 

b. Who is the “I”: Based upon the Luke introduction we can see several things about the author.

1. Those things which have been fulfilled among us: The account that the author makes starts with certain things that were historical events. Further more these historical events were not random or accidental but rather the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. 

2.  As those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us: Much of what the author records has come from eyewitness to the events themselves & they in turn delivered the events to the author who then recorded them. 

3.  It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first: The author then states that he thoroughly researched the eyewitness testimony himself. 

4. As many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative: The eyewitness testimony of fulfilled Old Testament prophecy which was thoroughly investigated was then checked against the writings of others who had done the same. 

5. That you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.: The purpose of all of this was to be the assurance of the Christian faith. 

So whom does all this point to? Well according to church history the author is that of Paul’s travel companion Luke. In fact it is interesting as you read through Acts the narrative will switch from the third person, “they” to the first person, “we”. In other words the author claims to have been at the event he is writing about. The first appearance of this happens in Acts 16:11 right after Paul had seen a vision from a man from Macedonia calling them to preach the gospel to them. It is thought by many that this man from Macedonia is none other then Luke. We are further told in Col. 4:4 that Luke was a doctor. The use of medical language & the fine investigative skills would further bare weight upon the evidence of Dr. Luke being the author. He would have had ample time to hear of the events & gather eyewitness testimony as he was with Paul for over two years in Israel while Paul was in prison in Caesarea. Folks Israel is a small country & would not have been difficult for Luke to travel around as a free man going around interviewing the accounts recorded in his gospel & the first 16 chapters of Acts. 

b. Who is this Theophilus?: His name means “lover of God” but beyond this not much is known about him. He could be a Christian needing to be better grounded in his faith. Some believe him to be an important Roman official who Luke gives this name to him as an alias in order to hide his true identity. Luke’s gospel gives him the title of Most Excellent, so it is thought that at one time he owned Luke as his slave, (important wealthy men & officials often held doctors as slaves). Early tradition has him a wealthy Roman official  from the city of Antioch who bought Luke’s freedom to accompany Paul as his personal doctor & then turned his own house over for  use as a church. 

None of this can be proven either way but what we can know is that Luke wrote this two volume set to one person! He did not set out to write the gospel & the book of Acts. No he set out with all he had to write to one man about the truth that transform the human heart! And no doubt this man benefited greatly from Luke’s Holy Spirit inspired effort. 

Think of this a moment won’t you? You never know who you might touch with the truth concerning Jesus do you? Luke set down to write to one man, one “lover of God” & because he did he has touched all of us “lovers of God”! Luke declares that Jesus is a phenomenon of history. Notice that I said IS & not was? That is because Luke tells us that his gospel was only what Jesus BEGAN to do & teach! The story of Jesus is not about a martyred sage or teacher. No, Luke is explicit in this to Theophilus. His gospel ended with the ascension but this has not stopped the twofold revelation of Jesus to the world. He is still doing & teaching today! 

Now look at this carefully for it is still His method of revealing Himself to the world today, He does before He teaches. Jesus never taught the Word theoretically. Listen to what the people said about Jesus in Matt. 7:28-29, “the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” It was not theory He expressed, no it was the fact that He lived out what He taught. Look at the person next to you this morning. Now that person is in a real since, if they are a believer, what Jesus is still doing & teaching! Even as Acts is the continuation of what Jesus did & taught through his disciples we are a continuation of the book of Acts. Let me put it to you more bluntly, “You can not teach what you are not!” We share Jesus first by His work in us seen in a transformed life, then we explain through words how Jesus changed us! 

Now on the 19th of this month we are going to celebrate a holiday for some dead leaders, but that is not what this morning is about at all. No, we have not come to celebrate the fact that a great man who led us has died, we have come to worship in the presence of a living Lord who is still doing & teaches us!

Vs. 2-3 Luke further attests to the truth that He is still doing & teaching by the many “infallible proofs.” There was a 40-day period after the resurrection before He was taken up.

1. Vs. 2 He choose them: Matt. 28:18-20 Jesus choose by commissioning them when He said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

2. Vs. 2 Through the Holy Spirit: In John 20: 22 we are told that Jesus, “breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” So they were empowered to do the work that He called them to.

3. Vs. 3 He presented Himself alive: For 40 days off & on He would appear to them. The word here rendered “seen” is the word in which we get our word ophthalmologist or eye doctor. Luke declares that the disciple’s eyeballed Jesus staring at Him. 

4. Vs. 3 He spoke to them concerning the things of the kingdom of God: Jesus spoke to them again about the reign He would have over the hearts that trusted in Him.

Those were the “many infallible proofs” of Him being alive after His suffering. Now you know what? They are the same proofs today that He is alive in the hearts of those that profess His name. You can see Him alive today as He has chosen you & I to go & do what He did. You can see Him alive in the fact that we are empowered to do this. You can see Him alive when you look at one of His followers because they look like Him. Lastly you can see Him alive in the fact there are changed lives every where people have opened up their hearts to Him!    

Vs. 4-5 We have see that Luke has spoken about the continual work & words of Jesus in the world. Further more we understand that this was to be accomplished through those that He had chosen to reveal Himself to with many infallible proofs. But how was that going to be accomplished if He was no longer on earth? So it is here in these verses that we begin to see the process by which Jesus would continue to both do & teach. 


Now to make sure these guys would not go out in there own strength Jesus commands then to wait in Jerusalem. And they were to wait for the promise of the Father which Jesus had spoken to them before in John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” That is what they needed! In Luke 12:49-50 Jesus had told them, “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!” Jesus said that He came to send fire on the earth & the fire was Pentecost but He could not until He fulfilled His mission of the cross. Now we come to Acts & He has been baptized into death upon the cross. Now He is able to continue the work & word of calling people to Himself. In ten days from this verse Jesus would send fire upon the earth from the Father who would testify Of Jesus in the lives of those that He chose. 


Now let me take a short trip into the work of the Holy Spirit as there is much confusion about Him. Jesus spoke of three relationships that a person can & should have with the Holy Spirit. 


1. John 14:17 Jesus said, “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.”   The Greek word for with is “para” & it means to come along side to help. The Holy Spirit is with a person when they begin to hear about Jesus. It is kind of like a tugboat that brings a ship to port. The Holy Spirit draws us to port in Jesus.


2. John 14:17 Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit being along side them but that He would be “IN” them. In the Greek that is the letters “EN” but it means the same. As a person responds to the Holy Spirit drawing them into a relationship with Jesus He, (the Holy Spirit) comes & dwells IN them. In John 20:22 we saw that Jesus “breathed on them, and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit.” & it was at that time the Holy Spirit came to dwell IN them. Now Jesus is IN everyone who has been born again.


3. The last relationship that the Holy Spirit should have with you is found here in Acts 1:8. The word used here is the Greek word “epi”. Jesus told them in Luke 24:49 that this was the promise “of His Father & that they should tarry in the city of Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high.” You see the question for us born again Christians is not whether or not you have the Holy Spirit, for clearly you do. NO, the question is does the Holy Spirit have you? Clearly this was the empowerment for the continual work & word of Jesus to the world.


So then the Holy Spirit is available to all. He will work with you to become a believer. Then once you become born again He will come in you to dwell with you. Then finally He will come upon you to empower you to be His witnesses. The work of the Holy Spirit in your life is not an add on, it is an absolute necessity. Now today we don’t need to wait FOR the Holy Spirit but we need to wait ON the Holy Spirit. 

So how then do you obtain this third & vital relationship with the Holy Spirit? Well how did you receive Jesus? Was He not a gift that you simply asked for? Sure He was so that is all you need to do today ask for the Holy Spirit to empower you for the work to which He has for you! Jesus even tells His disciple’s this in Luke 11:13, “how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” Let’s go before the Lord now & ask Him for the promise of the Father, shall we?
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“Witnesses, watching, waiting, wanting”

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs.6-8 Jehovah’s witnesses

III.) Vs.9-11 In like manor

IV.) Vs. 12-26 The keys to godly decisions

I.) Intro.

As we began the book of Acts we have seen Luke writing this sequel to his gospel to Theophilus, (Lover of God). The gospel of Luke was what Jesus began to do & teach Acts is what Jesus continues to do & teach through His disciples. 


Now I’ve got to tell you all that there have been several times in my life, & I’m certain that there will be more in the future, that God’s direction in my life is uncertain to me. These are crisis of faith & they tend to shake you to your very foundation. I’ve been gong through just this in the last week or so about our building project. The responsibility to make decisions about our future has weighed upon me & I have had no peace about what God wanted us to do. I found myself wanting to know HOW, WHEN, WHERE & WHY God was going to work? Yet I do not have those answers. It was the lack of those answers that has led me to great confidence in what we are doing. The reason for my confidence, you ask? It is simple, I know the WHO! 


These disciples were dealing with just such a crisis of faith at the beginning of the birth of the church. They had responded to what the Lord had told them but still they did not see how it was going to all fit together. In this section of scripture Luke is going to share four events that help change the lives of this small group of believers into folks that would turn the world upside down in 30 years.

II.) Vs.6-8 Jehovah’s witnesses

Vs. 6 During the 40 days after the Lord’s resurrection He showed Himself alive by many infallible truths. Luke also tells us that He taught them. Now we have strong clues in this text that there were two primary areas in which our Lord instructed His disciples between His resurrection & His as ascension. 

a. Vs. 3 Tells us that He spoke to them concerning the “kingdom of God”. This is clearly something they did not grasp as they are puzzled by it in verse 6.

b. Vs. 4b, 5, 8 Secondly based upon these verses we see that Jesus spoke to them concerning the “Spirit of God”.   

Now in their question in verse 6 we can see that these two topics led to their misunderstanding as to the nature of God’s kingdom & it’s relationship to The Holy Spirit. Their question to Jesus tells us three mistakes that they had concerning these two topics.

1. At this time: Timing “WHEN”. Shows that they expected the Holy Spirit to bring about a change immediately.

2. Restore: Nature “WHAT”. This shows that they thought that God’s kingdom was political & territorial in nature.

3. Israel: Sphere “HOW”. This shows that they expected a national movement.

Jesus had said, “Fellows, wait a few days & you are going to receive power.” And they thought, “Hey great in a few days Jesus is going to set up His kingdom here on earth & Israel will again be in power, now were talking!” 

Vs. 7 Timing “WHEN”. They wanted to know the specific time that Jesus was going to restore the kingdom of Israel. To which Jesus says, “It is not for you to know the critical moments of God’s development concerning Israel’s future.” It’s not your business to figure out all of this.


Now, is that not our problem? I mean we are always worrying about WHEN God’s is going to do something. I think this ought to be underlined in our Bibles & referred to often! Deut. 29:29 tells us that, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God.”  Certain things I’m just not going to know, but that ought not to paralyze me from doing what God has told me! 

Vs. 8 Here Jesus answers the other two mistakes that they made concerning the Holy Spirit’s relationship to the Kingdom of God.

1. Nature “WHAT” :“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me”: Do you get it? They were concerned with the WHAT. Jesus is saying God’s kingdom is not political & territorial in nature. No it is about the human heart. The kingdom of God is His rule in the hearts & lives of His people by the Holy Spirit & that is only going to happen through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” Jesus was talking about the kingdom of God not the kingdom of Israel. The word witnesses appears 29 times in the book of Acts & speaks to the fact that they were to be empowered with resurrection power spreading the kingdom of God. Now notice that Jesus says, “You shall BE My witnesses” & not “You shall DO witnessing.” Now a witness is a person who tells the truth concerning what they saw, heard & felt. So a witness of Jesus Christ is a person who tells the truth about Jesus. Peter said that the disciple’s, “did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.” The point is that a person does not DO witnessing, no, they ARE witnesses. The only question is how effective are they? And here we are told that the effectiveness is based upon the power of the Holy Spirit. Folks, do you realize that you are the true YHVH witnesses? Well you are! These guys didn’t need a evangelism coarse they needed the power of the Holy Spirit so that they could tell the truth about Jesus!

2.  Sphere “HOW”. “in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” They had thought in nationalistic terms, “the kingdom of Israel”. But Jesus has got a munch larger boarder then just Israel. Oh, their telling the truth would start out in Jerusalem & then it would spread to Judea & Samaria. Then lastly it would spread through out the world. Now I can only imagine what the disciples felt as Jesus was expanding their nationalistic boarders: Jerusalem was the place where Jesus was tried & executed. Judea was where they had rejected His ministry. Samaria was where the Jews thought of it as a wasteland made up of half breads. Or the ends of the earth where all the gentiles who were only good to fuel the fires of hell. Man I’m telling you that they would need the Holy Spirits power to go to those places. 

So there you have Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit & the disciples misunderstanding of the timing, nature & sphere of the continual work of Jesus. Now remember that these are the final words of Jesus on earth. So? Well, during the 40 last days of Jesus here on earth He spoke of two primary things, the Spirit of God & the kingdom of God. Yeh? Well, put it together! You mat not know the times but you do know the what & how! From Pentecost to the 2nd coming we are to be telling the truth about Him every where He places us. The whole of the time between that day when 120 were gathered in the upper room till we see this same Jesus coming back in like manor is to be filled up with a world wide mission of empowered people telling everyone the truth about Jesus! Paul says that, “we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.”       

III.) Vs.9-11 In like manor

Vs. 9-11 Luke use three different verbs to describe the event of the ascension of Jesus. 

a. Vs. 9 “taken up”

b. Vs. 9 “received”

c. Vs. 10 “went up”

Further more five times in this brief account we are told that the ascension took place visibly. Clearly Luke wants to establish the historical truth as to the eyewitness account of the ascension. Folks, this is the only historical account of what happened to Jesus & why to this day there is an empty tomb. 

1. They watched.

2. Out of their sight.

3. They looked steadfastly.

4. Why do you stand gazing.

5. As you saw Him go. 

The story before us is quite interesting in that, though brief & simple, it is full of wonder. We are told that the event took place a Sabbath day’s journey from the temple. Now tradition has it that in the time of the tabernacle no tent was to be further from the tabernacle then ¾ of a mile, so they kept this as the distance one could travel on the Sabbath. Now this would put the ascension on the backside of the Mount of Olives in an area Luke calls Bethany. Today if you go to Israel you can go to a Catholic Church called the “The Church of the Holy Ascension” & inside they claim to have the actual footprint where Jesus ascended from. The problem is that it is not where Luke tells us that Jesus ascended from. 


In verse 10 we are told that the disciples, “looked steadfastly” toward heaven. The word indicates that they were more then just curious. They were staring off into heaven with a look as they had just lost Jesus. This is further emphasized by the loving rebuke of the angels who reassured them in verse 11. Now we don’t know anything about these two fellows who stood by them in white clothing. Some say they were angels others say they were Moses & Elijah who appeared with Jesus on the Mount of transfiguration. 

Now why did Jesus ascend this way? I mean He could have just vanished but here He slowly ascends into heaven until He is a cloud of glory receives Him out of sight. 

1. First, He had been appearing & then disappearing for 40 days clearly He wanted them to know that as for now He was not coming back. 

2. Secondly, He wanted them to be assured of His coming again & that the coming again would be like the going, physical, visible & on the Mount of Olives!  


3. Third, He did not want the Church to be just standing around waiting for His return. Don’t be stand looking up into heaven worrying about when He is coming back. It’s a fact He is coming back just as He left, the same Jesus! But between the time that He left & until He comes back we are to be filled with His Spirit to tell the truth about Him to a world that has not heard & seen what we have concerning Him. The angels say, “You have seen Him go & you will see Him come, but for now the Spirit must come & you must go into the world for Jesus!”   

IV.) Vs. 12-26 The keys to godly decisions

Vs. 12-14 After the ascension we are told that they went back to Jerusalem. So? Well this gives a key into godly decisions does it not?

1. They were obedient: Jesus had told them to wait in Jerusalem for the ten days until the feast of Pentecost & that is what they do. If you want to make right godly decisions then it must always start by following what the Lord has told us in His word. Not knowing what God wants us to do does not negate what He has told us to do! 

Vs. 13, 14 Gives a brief description of some of who the 120 were that are mentioned in verse 15. Now there are no surprises as to who 11 of them are they are the disciples that Jesus had chosen. The only surprise is the order in which they are now listed. Peter seems to now be listed above his brother. 

The surprise comes in verse 14 where we are told that “Mary the mother of Jesus, was there with His brothers.” Now this is interesting for several reasons.

a. This is the last mention of her in the Bible. At the cross you will remember that in John 19 Jesus said to Mary & John, “Woman, behold your son! Behold your mother!”  And from that hour John took her to his own home. 

b. Now by placing her in the upper room with the disciples in a prayer meeting we don’t see any prominent role that she is playing. I mean Peter does not turn to her & say, “Blessed Mother please have your Son pray for us.” She is just there waiting for the baptism of the Holy Spirit just like the rest of the disciples. Clearly she is not co-redeemer as the Catholic church would have her to be. She is not being asked for any favors. About all you can say is that she is about to become the first charismatic. For years there was a Catholic Church on Mount Zion called the Church of Mary & it was believed that this was the place where Mary was buried, but when the Catholic Church changed it’s theology concerning Mary not dying they permanently shut it’s doors. 

c. Lastly, by mentioning her other children being with her, the Catholic doctrine of her perpetual virginity is voided out by the scripture. In Matt. 13:55 we are given their names as, “His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas. And His sisters.” 

We are not told when but some time after John 7:5 which about eight months earlier & this time Mary & the brothers get saved. Perhaps it took the resurrection but we simply do not know. 

2. Vs. 14 They were united: They were all in one accord, no more bickering about who would be the greatest. No now the resurrected Jesus was Who they had in common & that was greater then any differences.

3. Vs. 14 They were in prayer: The way this is worded it tells us that they were busy & persistent in prayer. Now Luke tells us that they went to the temple to pray & then of coarse here we are told that they were praying earnestly in the upper room. 

So far we can see that godly decisions are dependent upon obedience, fellowship & prayer. Sounds like a good start. 
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“Filling the whole house” 

part a

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 15-20 Judas & the Word of God

III.) Vs. 21-26 Mission, Ministry, Mastery

I.) Intro.

There are precious few things in our contemporary culture, as I get older, I understand. Some times my kids will use a popular expression that is common in their conversation with people their own ages & I will give them that puzzled look. My son is good at interpreting for me as he explains what the phrase that he just used means. Several years back I began to notice people making a gesture with their palms facing up around their heads as they would then raise their hands in unison over their heads several times. I could tell by my great powers of observation that this was a good thing that they were expressing. The phrase that went along with this was, “Raising the roof”. It signifies that there is not enough room to contain what is going on, so you better raise the roof! Folks we are about to take a look at God “raising the roof” of the world in which we live as there is not enough room to contain Him! We are going to see how Jesus would begin to fulfill His final words to these disciples so that they would continue to tell the truth about what He did & taught in “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” In these verses we see the need for the disciple’s to fill two vacant spots in their lives, a 12th witness, (1:15-26) & Jesus presence among them, (2:1-4). 

II.) Vs. 15-20 Judas & the Word of God

Vs. Now it is good for us to get a little perspective on what faced this little band of disciples as several things were against them from the start.

· They had just seen their risen Lord ascend. Now as great as an event as this was it would have had to of left them with some what of the feeling of, “What happens now?” Simple put they were, as far as the specifics are concerned, vision less. Now I know they knew the larger picture of telling the truth concerning Jesus & they knew the immediate, wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Holy Spirit but there was a huge gap between those two.

· They were leaderless. Again Jesus was gone & decisions by the disciples prior to this were normally made on self-centered reasons. Who would guide & make the decisions for the whole? And probably more of a probing question was, “Why him?”

At the moment that Jesus disappeared in the cloud of glory & they just stared up, yes in awe, but I think based upon the comments of the two in white clothing, bewilderment set in as well. And even after the comforting words of the two, there had to be a feeling of, “What now?” I suggest that there was a vacuum in the hearts of this band of 120. The presence of Jesus had left them & they were left with each other in prayer with His promises. Jesus had told them all, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” But those works had not yet happened. 

I was talking to a brother who told me of a wonderful Church that he had attended, it had missionaries all over the world, great teaching & fellowship. The Pastor had been with them since the beginning all were very pleased until he, I believed, passed away. And even though the associate Pastor was a great guy, the people eventually bolted. Why? Well I can’t be sure but I believe that there was always a feeling that he was not the other guy. 

No matter who took up the reigns of the early Church he was not Jesus! It is this as a back drop that we see Peter step forward to fill the vacant spot of the 12, left when Judas revealed his true colors. Man I’ve got to tell you, as a Pastor, this is an incredible moment in the life of Peter. Peter the impetuous, self-confident man who had denied the Lord only 40 or so days earlier is about to step forward to lead. He’s not Jesus, he’s Peter. Again let me just say that I live this every week, people second guessing your decisions, perhaps changeling your authority & the responsibility to do what the Lord would have you to do even if all else think it wrong. “Your not Jesus, your not even so & so, your just Dale & your not very good at that!” So when I read that, “Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples”, I’m impressed. Leaders are called & you will know that when they risk all & “stand up in the midst of the disciples.” 

Vs. 16 Peter’s words here reveal two very important things:

1.) How they viewed the Word of God: They had a great confidence in the Word of God. Their confidence was based upon two things:

a.) “this Scripture had to be fulfilled,”: They believed in the inerrancy of scripture. God said it so it had to come to pass. God’s word is true so what took place had to have taken place. What Peter was about to say was not his opinion, he was affirming the truth of the Word of God.   

b.) “which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David”: They believed in the inspiration of scripture. David spoke by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Peter would later say, “prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

2.) How they viewed Judas betrayal & death.: Because of these truths concerning the word of God Judas did not spoil the Lord’s plans he fulfilled them. Despite Judas being used of his own choice to arrest Jesus, he was by his own act of betrayal fulfilling God’s plan. So does that not get Judas off the hook since he was just fulfilling God’s prophetic plan? No, because what led him to betray Jesus was not to fulfill prophecy but rather the wickedness of his own heart.

Vs. 18-19 All of this is going to lead up to Peter’s conclusion for the need to fill Judas vacant place among them. Verses 17 & 20 are Peter’s words to those gathered in the upper room, which we will look at in a moment, but before we do Luke interjects for Theophilus what happened to Judas after his betrayal. Only in Matt. 27 & here do we know anything of what happened to Judas after his betrayal & there are several differences.:


a.) Matt. 27:5-10 says that Judas returned to the temple & threw the 30 pieces of silver at the feet of the chief priest & elders, then he went out & hung himself. They then took up the money & bought the potter’s field to bury strangers in.

b.) Acts 1:18-19 here we see that Judas purchased a field with the 30 pieces of silver. Then, we are not told where, fell head first splitting himself open & his guts came out. 

Isn’t this a contradiction? No, Judas did purchase the field indirectly in as much that the priest & elders could not lawfully keep the money they used the money they gave to Judas to purchase the potters field. And as far as Judas’ suicide is concerned it seems that he hung himself over a cliff & that either the branch broke or later on after he had been up there for some time someone cut the rope & he feel head first & burst open. Either way these two verse confirm the truth & don’t contradict it.


Now the death of Judas as well as the purchase of the potter’s field with the 30 pieces of silver is a fulfillment of  Zech. 11:12-13, “give me my wages; and if not, refrain. So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said to me, Throw it to the potter; that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD for the potter.” You see outside of every potter’s house would be a field where they would throw away any of the worthless pots that had become hardened. Over the years these would accumulate to the point of making the field useless for anything accept as a burial place. That is what the money, which was given Judas for the betrayal Jesus went for. A field full of broken pots & dead bodies. Wow, think of this Jesus’ work on the cross for us went to redeem useless vessels & lifeless bodies. This field of blood, as it is called, ought to give us useless vessels & lifeless bodies hope as even the place where the greatest traitor died was purchased by the blood of Jesus! You see my point? In spite of the best plans of the enemy even when he succeeds in his schemes all he does is fulfill God’s plans!

Vs. 17, 20 It is from these verses that Peter concluded the need to replace Judas with one from among them. But why not just have 11? Well, Peter no doubt remembered the words of Jesus.

· Matt. 19:28 “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
· John 13:18 “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.”
· John 17:12 “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”

So Peter put together the words of Jesus about the 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel with the fact that Jesus knew that Judas was not going to be apart of this group. He also put together the truth that the O.T. predicted this (Ps. 69 & 109) so he concluded that Jesus would want another according to His own words were part of the, “you who have followed Me”. So you see the choosing of another was to fulfill Jesus own words & that of O.T. prophecy. But was the person they chose the right person?  

III.) Vs. 21-26 Mission, Ministry, Mastery

Vs. 21-26 

Before I get started on the qualifications necessary to be an apostle I want to address Matthias being selected at all. The argument goes like this:


“Matthias was a good guy but the wrong guy. He was not mentioned again after this verse. Paul was clearly an apostle & used far more then Matthias was. Not to mention that this choice was made prior to the Holy Spirit’s empowerment by way of casting lots.”


There are several reasons why I disagree with this statement.

· The fact that Matthias is not mentioned after this does not bother me as none of the other disciple’s listed in verse 13 is mentioned again after verse 13 except Peter, John & James, (and he only in 12:2 speaking of his death.)  

· It is clear from scripture that all thought Matthias was the 12th apostle. First remember that Luke was Paul’s close friend & if anyone would have a bias towards Paul being the 12th apostle it would have been him. Yet we read after Pentecost in 2:14 that when Peter stood up to explain the three-fold manifestation of the Holy Spirit that the “eleven” stood up with him. So? Well if Matthias was not the 12th apostle why did Luke record it this way? Why didn’t the Holy Spirit say to them, “Hey, Matthias is a good guy but he is the wrong guy, I’ve got someone else in mind!” Then in Acts chapter 6:2, Matthias is again mentioned as being one of the apostles that had dedicated himself to prayer & the teaching of the Word, (hence the need for deacons). Paul had not yet been converted yet. 

· Paul does not fit the three qualification necessary to be an apostle to Israel, (verses 21-23). Had to be with Jesus from the baptism through the ascension. 

· Lastly, Paul did not consider himself to be the 12th apostle. Paul considered himself to be, “one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (1Cor. 15:8) “for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am nothing.” (2 Cor. 12:11) 

So what about Paul? Well he was an apostle to the gentiles. No less then three times he reveres to himself in these terms as a “apostle to the Gentiles”. In fact we are told that Jesus Himself commissioned Paul in Acts 22:21 by saying, “Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.” So the 12 thrones set up in heaven judging the 12 tribes of Israel will have Matthias & not Paul. 

Vs. 21-22 Peter lays down three qualifications that were necessary in picking a replacement for Judas. The fact that they “accompanied us all the time” tells us that they were faithful. So they needed to be faithful to tell the truth to the world about these three things. I’ve put them in chronological order.

1.) Vs. 22 “beginning from the baptism of John”: MISSION It was at the baptism of Jesus by John that we are told of Jesus’ mission. In fact in John 1:29 right after the baptism John sees Jesus & says, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” It is important that those that are witnesses of Jesus are correct on the mission of Jesus. He did not come to be a sage, miracle worker or political leader. No He came as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. The High Priest would place his hands upon the head of the lamb this perfect innocent lamb & confess the sins of the nation. Then they would kill the lamb & sprinkle it’s blood upon the mercy seat. That is the mission of Jesus.

2.) Vs. 21 “all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us”:  MINISTRY Of coarse Jesus would fulfill His mission. Well how did He do that? Well we are told in Luke 19:10 that He came to, “seek and to save that which was lost.” That was Jesus’ earthly ministry was all about was it not. So those that will testify of Him will speak of His ministry not in moral precepts but to save sinner of which I am the chief.

3.) Vs. 22 “day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”: MASTERY How could anyone be sure that Jesus could fulfill His “mission & ministry”? If He died with these great ideals then He died only as a great philosopher. But we are told in John 8:28 that Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.” Paul would echo those words in 1 Cor. 15:12-21 by affirming that without the resurrection we have nothing. Jesus shows His mastery over death in His resurrection. Thus we “know” that He is able to fulfill His mission & ministry. That is the third thing we tell the truth about that He is God the Son!

Vs. 23 Those were the qualifications & they came up with two fellows that met those three things. Barsabas, which means “son of the Sabbath” & Matthias, which means “gift of God”.

Vs. 24 Here we are told Who made the decision .

1. They prayed to the Lord who is everybody’s “heart-knower”. They ask the Lord to show them who He had already chosen. This was a qualification of being a apostle, that he had to have been chosen by the Lord, so they seek the Lord in prayer to do just that.

2. It is interesting here that the words used in this verse, “You have chosen” are that same as in verse 2 which reads, “had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen.” So they already assumed that Jesus had chosen one of these two & that He was now going to reveal that to them.

3. Vs. 26 They cast lots. Prov. 16:33 tells us, “The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.” This was a far better way then voting & it was an acceptable O.T. method that God had given, even though this is the last place it is mentioned in the Bible. They wanted to choose away that would cause them to rely upon God not there own understanding. Now since the giving of the Holy Spirit we don’t need to cast lots as we are guided by the Holy Spirit. But it does amaze me the ways many Christians still try to discern the will of God through, emotions, circumstances, feelings & carnal desires. 

Vs. 25 So Peter tells us that Judas fell because of his own sins & went to his own place. Folks, those that end up in hell do so because it the place of their own choosing. That wanted to earn something based upon their goodness & this is what they have earned.   

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 1-2 Jesus & His movement

2:1-4 

“Filling the whole house” 

part b

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-4 The might 

I.) Intro.

Jesus, in verse eight of chapter one, had declared His purpose for the church; to tell the truth about Him to the world. Tying this with His words in Matthew we know that this would cause men & women to become disciples, (learning followers) of Him. Then last week we saw in Peter’s explanation of what was needed to be an apostle certain things that we all need to live our life’s as Jesus’ witnesses:

a. Mission: All believers need to testify as to the true mission of Jesus, “The Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.”

b. Ministry: We must communicate how He fulfilled His mission by “seeking & saving that which was lost” 

c. Mastery:  Lastly, we must be convinced that Jesus demonstrated His ability to complete His mission & ministry by raising from the dead. It is through this that we “know the He is able to save to the uttermost those that would come to Him.” (Heb. 7:25)  
       

All this is good but it is not enough! Without “Might” or power Christian discipleship is impossible. So as we saw in chapter one the equipping of the disciples in chapter two we see their empowerment. At the end of chapter one the Lord ascends in the beginning of chapter 2 the Holy Spirit descends. Folks, a body without breath is dead, so to is Jesus’ Church without His Spirit! As I was reading Martin Lloyd Jones book, “Authentic Christianity”, in which he outlines the first three chapters of Acts answering the question, “What is Christianity”. I came across this quote which I very much like concerning the Holy Spirit & the Church, “True Christianity is always the activity of God…bright services & an entertaining & varied program is not Christianity either. It is livelier, but it is not the life of the Spirit. Anything controlled by us, whether lifeless or lively, is not Christianity. Christianity is that which controls us, which masters us, which happens to us.” The old preacher Vance Havner once wrote, “We are not going to move the world by criticism of it or conformity to it, but by the combustion within our lives ignited by the Spirit of God.”   Oh that we too would become controlled & mastered by the igniting of Holy Spirit in our lives!

II.) Vs. 1-4 The might

Vs. 1 Luke is very exact on the timing of the event called Pentecost. There are several interesting things connected to this second of Israel’s major feast days. 

a. The word Pentecost came from the Hebrew words meaning fifty-day. It was called this because it was celebrated on the 50 day from the first Sunday after Passover. For us that would make it 50 days from the resurrection of Jesus to the time that the Holy Spirit empowered believers. Both happened on a Sunday this is why the early church worship on this day & not on the Sabbath. 

b. It had two reasons for it’s celebration:

1. Agricultural: It was also called the feast of firstfruits. At Passover the first sheaf of barley was harvested & presented to God. At Pentecost the first fruits of the wheat harvest were given to God in two loafs of bread. 

2. Historical: Feast of weeks, to the Jews they would celebrate it because historically they believed that it was at this time, (50 days after they parting of the Red Sea that they received the Law from God.) So historically they called this day the “joy of the law”. 

c. So to the Jew the day was a feast day where they celebrated the firstfruits along with the joy of the law. But for the Church we see it is the day when the Spirit of God came upon His church. Now it is interesting to see what God’s word has to say about these two different views. In Ezek. 36:27 we read, “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.” And then in Jer. 31:33 we are told, “I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;” So? Well the Jews celebrated the Joy of the Law & the Church celebrates this same day as the Joy of the Spirit. And the Prophets speak of both. I suggest to you that the full meaning of this day is the “JOY OF THE LAW BY WAY OF THE SPIRIT”, or as Calvary Chapel likes to put it, “The Word of God by the Spirit of God”. This is further illustrated to us when we see that the fruit produced by the given of the law was 3000 died because of their rebellion. Then here as we shall see, (Acts 2:41), when the Joy of the law is by way of the Spirit 3000 are added to the church, thus we see the firstfruits of God!

Hey Christian do you want to see fruit in your lives? Well it’s right here in the Word. Fruit is always the by-product of the word of God through the Spirit of God into the child of God. All of this reminds us of Paul’s words to the Corinthians “the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

Vs. 2-4 Here Luke record for us three phenomenon’ that accompanied the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Before we look at these I again want to clear up what it is that we are witnessing in Acts chapter two. Two weeks ago I shared with you on the three relationships that a person can & should have with the Holy Spirit. It is important to understand this so we can clear up any confusion people might have as to what they are seeing here. 

1. John 14:17 Jesus speaking of the Holy Spirit & says in the present tense that, “He dwells with you”.  This is the “para” or alongside experience of the Holy Spirit & it is the same type of relationship that He had with people in the O.T. in creation as we are told in Gen. 1:2 that He was “hovering over (or alongside) the face of the waters”. He also had this relationship with mankind as we are told in 6:34 that “the Spirit of the LORD came upon (or alongside) Gideon.” This was clearly temporary & not a permanent abiding relationship. 

2. John 14:17 Then Jesus makes a new distinction as He says in the future tense, “and will be in you.” So as a person responds to the Holy Spirit drawing them into a relationship with Jesus He, (the Holy Spirit) comes & dwells IN them, or take up His permanent home with them. Now the question before us is, “When did this happen to the disciple’s?” Well, we are told in John 20:22 that after the resurrection Jesus “breathed on them, and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit.” & it was at that time the Holy Spirit came to dwell IN them. 

3. Having settled that issue Jesus in Acts 1:5, 8 could not be speaking of the Holy Spirit coming to dwell IN them as they already had this. So we come to the third relationship that a person can & should have with the Holy Spirit. In fact it is Jesus that calls this experience here in Acts 2:2-4, in 1:5, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He further tells them that it was about receiving power to be His witnesses when the Holy Spirit would come “upon” them! So what we are talking about here is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Yet with that said 2:4 tells us that they were all “filled” with the Holy Spirit. Well baptism is a one-time thing, where as filling can & does in Scripture happen many times after a person is baptized by the Holy Spirit. In this case before us they were filled with the Holy Spirit as they were baptized by Him. 

So, we here at Calvary Chapel believe, as we see the Bible teaches that each of us ought to desire each & every relationship with the Holy Spirit. And those of you who are Christians most certainly have at least two of them. 

a. Now the third relationship of being empowered by the Holy Spirit can happen the moment you ask Jesus to come to dwell in your heart, as in the case of Cornelius in Acts 10:44-48. 

b. Or it can happen, (as in my case), latter on as you are hungering & thirsting for more of Him & you ask Him to empower you to be His witness. This is what we read happening in Acts chapter 8:12-17, as the people in Samaria believed but as yet had not received the Holy Spirit even though they had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Peter & John go down there & pray for they & they received the Holy Spirit. 

c. Now if you are any thing like me even after being empowered at the baptism by the Holy Spirit.  I want to be continually filled to do what He has called me to do with my family, those I work with & every where I go. So as we read in Acts 4:8 Peter was again filled with the Holy Spirit as he preaches before the Rulers & Elders of Israel. And I’m thankful that I can just by faith ask Him to fill me with His presence & grace for the work to which He has called me!      

Folks, all of these relationships with the Holy Spirit is available to you & as you can see there is not a set pattern in Scripture that is common to every single person as for as the third relationship. Now I’m sure that some of you have seen well meaning Christians try to force the Holy Spirit upon people & they even make it seem as if you are a second class citizen if you have not been empowered. Others are just seeking an experience & not a Person. All I can say to you this morning is I’m sorry if that has been done to you but please don’t blame the Holy Spirit for what the flesh of men has done.

Three Phenomenon’
Just as an over view of these three phenomenon we see several things:

a. All seemed like natural things, wind, fire & speech but were at the same time supernatural in origin & character. Now this at once speaks to us how God takes ordinary common things like you & I & makes them extraordinary. Paul would say that He takes the foolish things of the world & confounds the wise.

b. We also see that what these folks experienced involved their higher senses, What they Heard, What they Saw, What they Said. And in each case I can’t help but see that for me to be His witness what I hear, see & say needs to be empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

c. Also I see that in the first two manifestation wind & fire Luke describes them by using a simile, “as of ” in other words the rushing wind was not literal & neither was the divided tongues of fire. Now what do you get when you put rushing wind together with fire? I’ll tell you what you get is a blaze! Yet when we get to the tongues it was literal as they all heard the wonderful works of God in their own language. So? Well, I'm thinking that the empowerment of the Holy Spirit ought to by around us & upon us, invisible if you will, so that we are a blaze with His presence before it is ever out of us!    

d. The manifestations happened to each & every one of them, none were excluded. As the words “whole house where they were sitting”, “sat upon each one of them”, & “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit” & spoke in tongues. Simply put God desires to empower each & every one of His children to be His witnesses. 

e. Lastly, as I see this threefold manifestation & work backwards, I ask myself what am I if I am:

· Not hearing? Well I’m deaf!

· Not Seeing? Well I’m blind!

· Not Speaking? Well I’m mute!

                 So then a Christian without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit is? Deaf, blind & mute! Simply then a Christian without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit is handicapped. I think we have just discovered why the Church is not very effective in leading the world to Jesus!      

1. Vs. 2 What they Heard: First off we are told that this sound came from heaven as Jesus had said. Notice as well that it says here that they heard an echoing sound as a mighty wind. They did not feel it, the sensation was not a feeling. No, it was physical & audio in nature. In Gen. 2:7 God breathed in Adam the breath of life. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was not going change how they felt, it was to change their very life starting with what they heard. This is further brought by the fact that in both Hebrew & Greek that the word for Holy Spirit is the same for breath & wind. Jesus said in John 6:63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” Then in John 15: 26 Jesus says, “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” Do you see my point? When you are empowered by the Spirit of God does not the Word of God bring new life in your ears? Do you long for a further understanding in you own life application of the Word of God? Is that not what the world needs if we are to be Jesus’ witnesses, the living word of God in ears & hearts who proclaim His name? Listen to what Heb. 4:12 tells us, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Folks, the power of that rushing wind effects the hearing of our hearts to the word of God. James would challenge us by saying, “receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

2. Vs. 3 What they Saw: What did they see? Divided tongues of fire setting on each one of them. We are at once taken to Isaiah 6:6-7 & remember the fire from the altar of God on his lips. But what does fire do, does it not purify? The refiner stokes up the furnace or crucible as he places the gold in it & the hotter it gets all of the dross, & impurities burn off. Still hotter & the trace metals burn up leaving PURITY! That which is pure is lasting! The Word of God energized by the Spirit of God in the Child of God will heat to perfection His witness. And you know what happens when you heat pure gold up? Well it turns into a mirror & what do you think this mirror will reflect? Well it not be Jesus in us! Folks, the empowerment of the Holy Spirit is not for show, it is not for raw power it is for His power to produce purity in our lives! In the O.T. God would descend upon His altar & consume the sacrifice that the people had laid upon it. Now in the O.T. the Holy Spirit would rest upon a nation as they were to be His witnesses to the gentiles. But in the N.T. He comes upon us as individuals thus we are told in Rom. 12:1 that, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” Further more Paul says, “be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” That word “prove is assayed through refinement. As the Holy Spirit empowers us we are transformed.  

3. Vs. 4 What they Said: Again notice that the above two phenomenon were only temporary of the true gift of the Holy Spirit empowering them. With the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God bring a new heart alive with it’s words & a life that was made pure they were then ready to speak. But what did they say? Did they have a new philosophy? Would it be a new political movement, of right wing conservatism? Would they speak of the evils of the world in which they lived? No, we are told that each heard the words of “wonderful works of God”. This was to be empowered sanctified speech praising God for all that He is & does! And Who gave them utterance? It was the Holy Spirit! They were praising God not preaching the Gospel. Praising God not prophesying. They were not doing it to be a sign of the Holy Spirit, He was in complete control & they just received as He gave them. This was a complete change of what had happened at the tower of Babel, (Gen. 11:1-9). There the people of the world gathered united together in one common language able to communicate & understand each other & what they do with this gift of languages? Why they built a tower so that they could worship & praise their own intellect & understanding. So God in His mercy confused their languages & they scattered. So here God again after He has enter the human heart & empowered the human life Gives back the speech He once confused so that all the world would know of His wonderful works! Oh how awful it is that because of the work of the flesh this gift has been again used to confuse! 

The life of the believer that has been empowered will hear the word of God & the heard Word of God will lead to a pure life in His child & that pure life will always sing of the praises of God & not man. That is what will reach a world. Yes, they will sing of His mission, of His ministry, of His majesty but they will do so through an empowered transformed life.     

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 1-2 Jesus & His movement

2:5-21 

“Full of new wine” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 5-13 What ever could this mean?

III.) Vs. 14-21 This is that!

I.) Intro.

We left off last week in looking at the Three Phenomenons’ that accompanied the third relationship (baptism for empowerment) that a person can & should have with the Holy Spirit. You will remember that the empowerment of the Holy Spirit effected three of our higher senses: 

1. What we hear
2. What we see 
3. What we speak 

What Luke records before us today deals with specifically the third phenomenon; “what they spoke”. In verse 5-13 Luke tells us of a four-fold reaction of those who came to investigate. Then in verses 14-21 Peter answers both the mocking as well as the honest inquiry, by quoting scripture. 


In preparing for this message it became all to aware of the division in the body of Christ because of the two very different opinions concerning the Holy Spirit giving, those 120 gathered in the upper room, tongues. 

· What are we to make of this passage? 

· Are their tongues today? 

· What if there is & I don’t want it? 

· What if there is no such thing yet I have experienced this? 

What a shame, that which caused such great joy that all were speaking of the “wonderful works of God” has been that which separated believers from fellowship with each other. 

The argument, boiled down to it’s simplest form, is not whether there at one time a spiritual gift known as tongues; but rather is there STILL such a gift? In other words both sides of the fence look at this passage before us & agree that it happened. Where they disagree is on whether or not it can still happening & if it can, is it absolutely necessary that ALL believers must have this encounter. I’m sure that for those who already have a set opinion I will not change your mind nor do I wish to. What ever is said let us resolve that no matter what your opinion, may it not keep us from fellowshipping together in Jesus!  

II.) Vs. 5-13 What ever could this mean?

Luke is going to say some uninteresting things in these verses but we need to be careful as these words set the tone for our discussion on “tongues”. 

Vs. 5 As we said the feast of Pentecost was one of the three feasts that every Jew was required to attend as often as they could, so Luke tells us that they were dwelling their in Jerusalem. Being that it was the best time of the year to travel this feast day was often the best attended. Some estimate that there were probably over 200,000 people in the temple area alone & they were there to observe the feast day from all over the known world many of them no doubt had been there for the 50 plus days form Passover. 


Now I find that interesting that in the crowd there were some that had shouted to Pilot “Crucify Him”. So? Well if you can take a step back from all of these events you will see the Lord ordering things. There were folks in that crowd that had a different opinion about Jesus & they did not like Him, but that never thwarts the work of Jesus. Like Him, don’t like Him, He is still loving you!  

Vs. 6a Then we read that with around 200,000 folks in the temple area doing the religious feast day that something arrests their attention. There are some that suggest that it was the tongues that did this. I don’t think so. Even if they were all screaming the wonderful works of God (and they weren’t) those folks would not have been able to hear them over the noise they were making. 

Why does that matter you ask? Well some suggest that it was the noise of the  tongues that were the sign that drew the unbelievers together. And though it is true as Paul says in 1 Cor. 14:22 “tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers.” It was not the loud praising of the wonderful works of God that drew people, but rather the sound of the “rushing mighty wind”. So much of what people object to in the gift of tongues is the miss use of the gift. You go to some church & in the middle of the church service folks, who no doubt mean well, stand up & start shouting at the top of their lungs sounds that disrupt everything & everyone & they call that a sign. It is a sign all right, but what it produces in those who have witnessed it is fear! That is not what took place here at all. If you have ever been to the temple area in Jerusalem then you know that this would never draw people’s attention. What got their attention was this loud sound of wind that was coming from the direction of the 120. If you have ever been around where they are working on your car with an air hose or where they are power washing a house then you have heard a sound that makes you want to check it out. This is what caused the “multitude to come together” as Luke tells us in verse 6. And by the time the mixed multitude had come to check it out they heard 120 praise God speaking of His wonderful works in their native tongue. Look at verse 4 again, it does not say that as the Holy Spirit came upon them & gave them utterance that they yelled at the top of their lungs. No it says that they spoke normally, naturally, not in some weird high pitch freaky sound, but rather in the dialects of language evidently well enough to be understood by those who spoke the different languages.

Vs. 6b The first reaction to this speaking of the wonderful works of God was universal:


CONFUSION: Confusion not at what they said, for they understood that what they were saying was the “wonderful works of God”. No, the confusion was because of who it was that was saying it (Galilean’s verse 7) & who it was that understood it, 

(people from all over the known world verses 8-11). 

When I was in Russia several years back everybody was speaking a completely different language other then my own. It was a bit disconcerting to realize that I had no ability to communicate to the majority of the people around me. We would have our teaching time with an interpreter but that was pretty much it in our own language. In this one city where we were doing a weeklong seminar a lady that had not registered to take the Bible class kept coming to the class where I was teaching. I would notice her day after day listening in & I assumed she was listening to the interpreter. Finally, after three or four days of this she motioned with her hand that she wanted me to come over to where she was. I started to look for someone who could interpret for me when she could not wait any longer & approached me & with perfect English asked me to tell her how she could come to know this Jesus that I had talked some much about. My first response was “confusion” & before I spoke to her about Jesus I had to know where & how she spoke my native tongue. She ended up receiving Jesus & invited us to share the gospel with her class of young kids. We did & taught them the hokey pokey as well!                                

I can only imaging what these world travelers must have been going through as they heard people praising the Lord in their native tongue.

Vs. 7 We are further told that they began to think about this as we are told of the next universal response:


AMAZED & MARVELED: These are interesting words as amazed means literally, “wide open astonishment” or put out at wits end. Marveled means to admire or to have admiration towards. We do not have to be in the dark as to what brought such a change from confusion to complete admiration as we are told that they asked, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans?” These were Galileans that were speaking in their native tongues. So? Well they had a known speech problem, they slurred their syllables together & they could not pronounce certain guttural sounds. It was this fact that got Peter recognized by the servant girl at the trial of Jesus. 

Vs. 8-11 They were impressed not just because they had mastered one language but rather they had mastered, according to the list in these verses at least, 15 different ones. And there could have been more languages being spoke in as much as we are told that 120 were present & all of them spoke in tongues. The fact that they were bilingual means that they were hearing the “wonderful works of God” in their own language but then in a common language (Greek or Hebrew) were discussing what they commonly heard. I want you to look at the scope of this for a moment. At least 15 different dialects are mentioned & yet they all heard the same thing. So they say, “Man I just heard them talking about how great God is.” “Your kidding so did I only in my native language.” 

So what was the sign as Paul put it in 1 Cor. 14:22 “tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers.”? The sign was that God was making His self-known through the praises of men who did not know the language they were speaking in. God was bypassing the mind & understanding of the instrument to declare Himself to a world that did not yet know Him. Were the believers getting a benefit of this? Well yes they were praising the Lord in the Spirit of the Lord, but they did not do this to be seen. Thus the sign of tongues was not for the 120 in the upper room it was for those that gathered. Yeh? Well, that tells me again, that to say, “THE evidence if the baptism of the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues”, misses the point as the sign of tongues was not for believers but for non-believers. Further more Paul asks a rhetorical question in 1 Cor. 12:30 “Do all speak with tongues?” The answer is NO! In fact as this story before us develops & we read in Acts 2:38-39, 41 as Peter preached to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call. Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.” Yet strangely there is no mention of all 3000 speaking in tongues. You would think that if this occurred & must occur every time a person is empowered by the Holy Spirit that Luke would have recorded it as happening.

Some well meaning Christians, in an attempt to have other believers receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, have put too much of an emphasis on this one gift of the Holy Spirit. By doing so this has unwittingly caused people to fake & counterfeit this gift merely to prove they have been really empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Vs. 12-13 Having examined so far the responses of the people towards the third phenomenon we come to yet another response.


 AMAZED & PREPLEXED: They went from amazement & admiration to that of  trying to thoroughly reason & understand what they had just experienced. This is going to lead them to one of two decisions:

1. Vs. 12 Further investigation, “What ever does this mean?” Whenever we are faced with the work of God we are always in a place of decision. There were some there when they began to reason their experience of hearing the wonderful works of God in their own native language by those who could not of know how to speak it, did not dismiss the gift by way of lack of understanding. Now I might add that they did not automatically believe it as well. Peter is going to explain to them through the Word of God what they had just experienced meant.   

2. Vs. 13 Mocking, “They are full of new wine.” There were those their that had the same experience that decided that rather then search out the truth of the experience they rather just chose to make fun of it. 

I believe that concerning the empowerment of the Holy Spirit & this gift specifically we have some of the same responses by folks. Some still do not understand it but they want further information. Then there are those who like David’s wife Michal who watched her husband worship & dance before the Lord in front of the nation choose to mock him. And I believe concerning those that mock what the scripture teaches concerning this gift that David’s words to Michal are appropriate, “So Michal, the daughter of Saul, remained childless throughout her life.” I’m not saying that those that mock are not saved or that they don’t know the Lord but I’m saying that there is a barrenness about them. Now I want to be clear here, if a person does not wish to believe that this gift of the Holy Spirit exists today they have that chose, but please be careful that you don’t make fun of those who do!

III.) Vs. 14-21 This is that!

Vs. 14 Lost among the debate over the years concerning the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the obvious change in Peter after his baptism & filling. Jesus had said in Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,” This was the same giant fisherman who had cowered at one little servant girls words 50 days earlier. Now he boldly steps forward in front of thousands of people to speak of Jesus. I don’t know about you but one of the most often listed fears that people have is speaking in front of large audiences, you could not get much larger then this! What has caused the change? It was the third relationship that a person can have with the Holy Spirit. Folk’s this was not a feeling or an emotional experience that came “upon” Peter. No, it was the Holy Spirit changing him from a man confidant in himself to a man boldly energized by God.  

Vs. 15 Peter first deals with the charge of drunkenness by those who were mocking. “Hey, were not drunk as you assume it’s only 9 am.” Now this may seem like a feeble reason to you & I as I’m sure there are those who drink & are drunk by 9 am. You have to remember the crowd that Peter is speaking to. Jews fasted during festivals until the morning services were over around noon. So he simply says, “Come on now you all know that we are not drunk as we are fasting!” 


So why did these folks say that the 120 were drunk with new wine to begin with? Is it because what they witnessed look like they were drunk as some suggest? Today among many in the ultra Pentecostal denominations they turn the words of the mockers into reason for all sorts of weird manifestations called “being drunk in the Spirit”. I don’t believe there is any reason to think that this is what caused those that mock to say this:

a. Only a few made this remark & they said it according to Luke to make fun of them in jest & not according to what they witnessed.

b. Being drunk causes the loss of self-control & normal mental & physical functions. Remember what amazed them was the opposite that these Galileans who normal slurred their speech had under the Spirits control better diction & better ability in languages then they should have had.

c. The Bible tells us in Gal 5:23 that one of the fruits of the Spirit is self-control, & not the absence of it!  

Folks, these 120 were not full of distilled spirits but rather they were filled with a dynamic Spirit! Their “new wine” did not cause them to loose control of inhibitions it caused them to loose control of the old nature, as the Holy Spirit possessed them!  

Vs. 16a Now here is what is interesting to me. In the midst of the out pouring of the Holy Spirit; in which the 120 speak the wonderful works of God, (a sign to the unbelievers) Peter stops & in all practical truth says, “Let’s have a Bible study about what just took place!” So? Well clearly this did not quench the Spirit, instead it fulfilled what the Holy Spirit wanted to do & that is show the scriptural basis for what they all had just witnessed. Jesus did the same thing you will remember after the resurrection as He appeared to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. He did not say, “He fellows it’s Me Jesus & look I’ve resurrected!” No, He, “beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 

Again I think some well meaning Christians in the Pentecostal movements have adopted an attitude that does not do exactly what Jesus did & Peter does here. So you have associated with the baptism of the Holy Spirit all sorts of things that are not found in the Bible. I think that we are safe to practice those things that are:

· Seen in the gospels

· Practiced in Acts

· Taught in the Epistles

Let me be very plain here, “I believe that if there is any spiritual manifestation or phenomenon taking place it is important that we be able to point to the Word of God. So there is a scriptural basis for what is going on & the way in which it is happening. And if there is not one to be found then the phenomenon or the way it is being practiced is not from God!” You can not use experience as the criteria for truth because then you have to constantly be changing truth to fit the experience! Simply put, “Experience does not interpret truth, truth interprets my experience!” 

Vs. 16b-17 Now a lot of the problems concerning the “supper natural phenomenon” being viable in the church today is cleared up with Peter’s quote of Joel’s prophecy. So what do we learn form the prophecy of Joel?

· This prophecy was for the last days. 

· The prophecy was a promise of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

· Peter (under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) thought that what had just happened, (this is that) was a part of the last days. 

Simply put Peter thought that the promise of the Holy Spirit’s power upon people signaled the start of the last days. Peter believed that he was in the last days. Well what is the last days? It is the time starting with the Spirits coming & ending with Jesus’ coming again! (2:17-20) So the promise of the Holy Spirit is for the Church age, already lasting over 2000 years. Look again at the words of Joel. In verses 17-18 Joel speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer:

· My Spirit poured out on all flesh

· Sons & daughters prophesying

· Young men seeing vision, old men dreaming dreams

· On menservants & maidservants His Spirit poured out

Then in verse 19-20 there is a change of the work of the Holy Spirit it is no longer in & through the believer, it is in the environment, in which non-believers live. Simply put the events of verses 19-20 take place during the “great tribulation”. Now that is after the Church age! So then when will these “supper natural phenomenon” cease to be needed in the Church? After the rapture of the Church! Jesus had said speaking of the Holy Spirit in John 15:26 that when He came He would, “testify of Me.” And so He does during the Church age the one in which we are in now by having His Spirit poured out on all flesh that bare His name, then after the Church age by wonders in the heavens & signs in the earth! And what effect will these have upon the inhabitants of the earth? Verse 21 says, “whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.” 


Yeh, but doesn’t it say that tongues will cease? Yes, it does in I Cor. 13:8 “whether there are tongues, they will cease.” Paul goes on to explain when this will happen as well in verse 10, “But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”  The question is what does Paul mean by, “that which is perfect has come?” There are some who say that Paul is talking about the time when we have the Bible completed as being, “that which is perfect”, & since we have the Bible then we don’t need the gifts of the Spirit. I’m thankful that Paul does not leave as guessing as in verse 12 he clarifies it as a time when, “I shall know just as I also am known.” And when is that? When we are in the presence of the Lord! So tongues won’t last forever we won’t have need of this gift when we are in our glorified bodies!


Having said this just what does the Bible have to sat about tongues & its use in the Church’s life? 

· 1 Cor. 14:14-15 describe it as a gift that is a personal prayer language so that a believer can communicate with God beyond the limits of personal knowledge & understanding. Rom. 8:26 says that, “The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 

· 1 Cor. 14:4, 17 Paul says, “He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself.” So it is a gift by which a person is assisted in their personal devotional life. Paul also speaks of it as personal praise when he says, “I will sing with the spirit.”  

· We see that the tongues were in known languages as we see here & that would include well over 6000 known dialects today plus thousands more of sub-dialects. Paul also speaks of it in 1 Cor. 13:1 as “the tongues of men and of angels.” So, apparently they two have a language.

· 1 Cor 12:20 Tells us that it is not a gift that every believer will possess. 

· 1 Cor. 14:18-19, 23 Limits it use in the corporate life of the Church, to two or three at most & only with the gift of interpretation. 

The bottom line is that the gift of tongues has a great deal of blessing for the individual believers life but limited use in the Church service. And when it is used it will be the wonderful works of God or privately praying for a need.

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 1-2 Jesus & His movement

2:22-41 

“Listen to this: Jesus” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 22-36 Four truths about Jesus

III.) Vs. 37-41 A simple choice

I.) Intro.

Peter had begun to undertake explaining the question as to the meaning of the third phenomenon (speaking in tongues of the wonderful works of God). He started out by explaining what the Bible had to say on this issue, (Joel 2). Simple put Peter showed that what they had just witnessed was predicted by the prophet Joel. Now he is going to show that this was just the end of the plan of God. God’s whole design is that of presenting His Son to the world! 


Now you have to put this sermon of Peter’s in context. He is speaking to a very large group of folk’s that only 53 days earlier had chanted for the death of the One that he is about to proclaim. Further more Peter is going to have to show how all their preconceived notions about the messiah were wrong & that in fact they had crucified the One that they had been waiting for since the fall of mankind. In so doing they had unwittingly ushered in the last day’s which was all according to God’s plan. 

I’ve tried to imagine myself in Peter’s sandals, what emotions must have been running through his head? I watched not that long ago as the newly elected President George W. Bush had to give his first national speech, all the commentators were saying that it was the most important speech of his career. He had to perform it just right to convey what he wanted, not to firm, not to soft, not to right, not to left. Now the President did not even write the speech & I’m sure that they had been working on it for weeks. Peter did not have any time to write his message, it was on the fly in front of a confused, questioning & even angry crowd that had killed Jesus 53 days earlier. No pressure here but Peter was giving the most important message of his career & if it did not go well he was literally going to get killed on the poll not just by the polls!            

II.) Vs. 22-36 Four truths about Jesus

Some have well said that the first few words of a speech may be the most important. They have to convey several things:

a. They need to grab the attention of the listeners

b. They need to some up what the whole of the speech is on

c. They need to present a reason for people to pay attention

Vs. 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth.” Yeh, I think that this accomplishes those three things! In verses 22-36 Peter is going to establish four truths concerning Jesus: Person, Purpose, Plan, & Program.   

Four truths about Jesus
1. The Person of Jesus: (Both man & God) Vs. 22 “Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know.” The first thing that Peter does is to identify his subject “Jesus of Nazareth”. Now he will also establishes a few things here that they already knew about Jesus in the next few verses as he uses the word “YOU”. 

a. Vs. 22 They already knew Him as Jesus of Nazareth

b. Vs. 22 They had seen His miracles

c. Vs. 23 They knew that they had Him arrested & crucified  

Look now at this verse & you will see two truths that Peter has to say concerning the PERSON of Jesus.

1.) Jesus of Nazareth a man: This was a name given to him by those that sought to discredit Him. Peter’s point is that Jesus was a real person from a little town known to them. This was always an issue with the Jews. Jesus was from the wrong side of the tracts & even though some had said, “This is the Christ." others said, "Will the Christ come out of Galilee?” Peter wants them to know that it is the same Jesus that they struggled with.

2.) “attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know;”  The word “attested” means to exhibit something as proof. So Peter is saying that Jesus was proofing that He was the Messiah by these three things all of which God did in their midst as they themselves know. 

a. Miracles: Literally, powers. These were demonstrations of  God’s supernatural power.  

b. Wonders: This is a word that describes the work of the miracle upon the human heart, astonishment. 

c.  Signs: This word speaks of the intent of the miracles which Jesus performed, that was to point them to the spiritual truth as to Who He was. 

Jesus said, “the very works that I do; bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.” And again He said, “though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 

So what does Peter show us here? Well, that their rejection of Jesus was not based upon ignorance of the truth for they knew this to be true. No, their rejection of Jesus was based upon the love of sin even though truth was screaming in their ears! 

2. The Purpose of Jesus: (To die on the cross) Vs. 23 Peter stays on theme by saying “Him” (Jesus). Those listening to Peter would no doubt begin to think, “Hey wait a minute, if Jesus is the Messiah how come He died on the cross?” Peter answers this by saying two things:

a. He was not a victim. “Being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God”: The word “delivered” means to be surrendered to an enemy. “Determined” is from the word we get our word horizon from & it means to mark out a boundary. “Purpose”, speaks of God’s will or design. “Foreknowledge” is where we get our word prognosis from & it means more then knowing something before hand. Taken together Peter is saying that Jesus was delivered to death because it was God’s purpose & plan. So Jesus death does not contradict God’s plan it rather fulfills it. 

b. Your responsible: “you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death”. Even though it was part of God’s plan it does not resolve their responsibility. God used their sinful actions to fulfill His plans. He presents God’s sovereignty right beside mans responsibility. The truths are parallel & I, in my limited understanding, can’t see how both can be true but they are. Man you talk about boldness Peter was not here to please those listening to him he was speaking the truth & holding them accountable. Jesus died for you & by you at the same time! And we are all responsible for the BY YOU but bot the FOR YOU!   

3. The Plan of Jesus: (To raise form the dead) Vs. 24-32 First Peter says in verse 24 that the tomb was a womb, (pains = birth pains). He goes on to say that it was not possible that death could hold Him. Why?

a. Because of who He was, the “resurrection & the life.”

b. Because of God’s promise, “destroy this temple & I will raise it up.” 

Now in verses 25-28 Peter goes back & quotes Psalm 16:8-11 concerning Jesus & says that David foresaw the resurrection. Peter again anticipates their argument to this verse. So in verse 29-33 Peter says “Hey fellows we know that David could not be speaking of himself in this Psalm because he is dead & buried right here in Jerusalem.” “Since that is a fact this prophecy speaks of Jesus & God has fulfilled his promise to David by raising Him (Jesus) from the dead & we have all seen Him alive from the dead.” 


Now can you imagine how those listening to Peter’s message would already begin to respond? Man they were no doubt getting very uncomfortable as the implications is that they made a huge mistake & their decision to reject & crucify the long awaited Messiah. 

4. The Program of Jesus: (To redeem the world back to God) Vs. 33-36. Peter is going to now take them back to their original question in verse 12, “Whatever could this mean?” His answer is:

a. Vs. 33a It means that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father. Thus, God has accepted all, PERSON, PURPOSE & PLAN.

b. Vs. 33b It means that we are in the last days as the Holy Spirit spoken of in Joel has come upon us as you have just seen.

c. Vs. 34-36 It means that since it is the last days then He is going to deal with all those who oppose Him.  

So then Peter finishes with “let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” They were dead wrong about Jesus, they had crucified Him as a criminal but God has proven Him beyond a shadow that He was & is their Messiah. You talk about hopelessness those listening to Peter’s message had to be a wit’s end. I wonder how long he allowed them to stay in the place of conviction. Peter had not made believing in Jesus easy or comfortable. No, he had placed the blame squarely on their shoulders with no way out. 

III.) Vs. 37-41 A simple choice
Vs. 37 Here we are told the crowds response to Peter’s preaching they were pierced in the heart! Simply put they were stunned by the implications of Peter’s sermon. 

· They had executed their only hope. I was not just dead they had killed Him.

· They were now aware that He was alive from the dead & in fear of His wrath. 

· They could not imagine how they could undo what they had done.

“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” That is what they are seeking a way out of their own decision they have made concerning Jesus. Notice they offer no excuse, no attempt to shift responsibility & they are willing to face the consequences of their actions. Folks, every person is faced with a choice as to what to do with what they have done with Jesus & putting it off is making a choice. 

Vs. 38-39 I love what Peter says here in response to their question of what they should DO. Do? Do….. there is nothing you can DO or ever do that can right this wrong from human effort. Jesus answered the same question in Mark 10:27 “Who then can be saved?” With the answer “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.” In other words, you can’t DO anything because it has already been DONE!

a. Repent: This is a word that means to have a change of purpose from sin to God. Change your mind about Jesus. What a great word of hope this was to them as well as us, “You don’t have to stay the way you have been!” That is what we can say to those who ask us about our new relationship with Jesus. You know those people who come up to you & say, “Hey, man did you go & get religion?” “Nope, I changed my mind about Jesus!” They, needed to change the way they saw Jesus it was not enough that they were sorry about how they treated Him, nor afraid of how He might treat them. No they needed to have a complete change of mind heart & actions towards Him. 

b. “Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”: The word “FOR” here is an unfortunate translation as it makes it sound as if a person is saved based upon water baptism. It should be translated “because of”. They weren’t to get baptized to get saved they were saved so they should be baptized. They were to publicly identify with the One they had previously rejected. Now only the gentile would ever be baptized as this was seen as a humbling act. In doing so in Jesus’ name was saying that they completely identified with all of His claims, teaching, & thus they were going to rely upon His merits & do His service for the rest of their lives. Peter gave no wiggle room for easy faith. No their faith was public so to their identity in Jesus.

Upon doing this Peter said they would receive two gifts from God:

a. Vs. 38a Remission of sins: That is the penalty for their actions was forgiven. 

b. Vs. 38b-39 Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit: They would also have the power to live a new life. So at the cross & our receiving Jesus both the penalty & the power of sin has been broken! Notice again how Peter words this description of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, “the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” Clearly Peter did not say that was to stop when we had the Bible!

Vs. 40-41 So Peter Luke says said many other words to exhort them to make a decision for Jesus. And then we are told that 3000 “gladly” received Jesus & were publicly identified with Him. The church had a 26 times increase from 120 to 3,120. Yet again not record of supernatural occurrences.  


Next week we take a look at the practice of the early church.  

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 1-2 Jesus & His movement

2:42-47 

“To Be Continued?” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 42-43 Practice & Power

III.) Vs. 44-45 Altogether Common

IV.) Vs. 46-47 Continuing Daily

I.) Intro.

Peter preached the truth concerning the person & work of Jesus, he drove it home in such a way that 3000 wanted to know what they must do to be saved. Peter’s response was, that it was not about what they could do to be saved but rather what God had DONE to save them. Three thousand people became “spirit filled” believers that day but that is not the end of the story. No, it is the beginning of the story of Jesus in His Church.  


It is in these verses that all that would call themselves a Christian Church must be measured. I have over the years gone to many meetings with Pastor’s & we all ask the same question of each other, “How many attend the Church you pastor?” I submit to you that this is the wrong question, our question ought to be, “Is the Church you pastor following Acts 2:42-47?” Just what is a “Spirit filled” church? How can we tell if we are one? What is it that we should look for in a healthy Church? These questions are all answered in these six verses. From verse 42 to chapter 6 verse 7 we have in view the first 3 to 5 years of the Church filled with the Spirit of God. It ought to be the prayer of every Christian in every Church, as well as the aim of every pastor who is a servant of Jesus to see that we are what is told us in these six verses!  

II.) Vs. 42-43 Practice & Power
Vs. 42 Now before we look at four things that a “spirit filled” church does I want to focus on a statement that Luke makes concerning what the Spirit filled church is.

A. “And they continued steadfastly”: What ever follows is in the context of this statement. So what do we know about the make up of the early church?

1. Made up of saved people: The “they” in verse 42 refer to the 3000 thousand that had given their lives to Jesus. We are told in verse 41 that they gladly received the Word concerning Jesus & showed the genuineness of their faith by being publicly baptized. It may appear to be stating the obvious by saying this but the “Church” is to be composed of those who have a living relationship with Jesus. The Church is not those that walk in the door of a building. In today’s church growth movement much of what is being done is to accommodate non-Christians. Services are being designed with the aim at making non-believers comfortable so that they would want to come to Church. Being popular with those who practice sin so that they will attend is the aim. Now, I think it is important that non-Christians feel welcome to attend our services as we faithfully proclaim the truth of the Word of God & worship the Lord, so our structure is casual. But it is my prayer that those who do are not comfortable of their spiritual condition but rather very unconvertible so that they will repent & become followers of Jesus. I had one gal years ago that came to me to say that she would no longer be attending our Church because she & her live in non-Christian boy friend did not feel comfortable in their present state. So they started attending a “seeker” church in town to where she announced that they both felt comfortable to stay in sin! Folks, in the first fellowship of believers they were not just professors of truth they were possessors of it. The Church by God’s design is to be an assembly of saved worshipers pursuing holiness, serving Jesus & each other. In fact we are told that because of this condition of the early Church non-believers were actually afraid to go on false pretences near the true Church because sin was not able to be practiced, (Acts 5:13-14).

2. Continually devoting themselves: The words here mean “a single mindedness to a set coarse of action.”  Not only were they saved they were devotedly faithful & consistent. That is the mark of the true Church of Jesus it is not to be found in what the church is doing for you it is rather what we are doing for His kingdom. One Pastor received this letter as a joke but it is all to often true. “Dear Pastor, you often stress the importance of attending Sunday Church service. But I think that a person has a right to miss now & then. I’ve come up with a calendar & the number of times that we all ought to be excused from Sunday Church service. 

1 Christmas, 3 death in family, anniversary 1, New Years 1, Easter 1, end of school 1, July 4th 1, Labor day 1, beginning of school 1, Memorial day 1, business trips 4, sickness 5, unexpected company 4, vacations 4, time changes 2, bad weather 5, family reunions 2, sporting events or hobby interests 5, sleeping in 7. As you can tell that this recognized days off list adds up to 50 Sundays off a year leaving open two. So this year we will see you on the 3rd Sunday in August & the 4th Sunday in February unless it is leap year, see you soon! Signed: A Faithful Member!  

The early Church did not come together because it was convenient neither did they come together because it was fun or entertaining. They did not attend based upon how large the youth group was, if they had a staffed Sunday school for each age group, or what their service times were. No, they came to be with those who like them wanted to grow in the grace & knowledge of Jesus! Oh how we all ought to long for simpler times! You want to know what is sad? The fact is that we will grow larger simply because we will have our own building & meet at a convenient time. 

Four things that a “spirit filled” church does

1. Vs. 42b “Apostles doctrine”: Study of the Word of God. The word “doctrine” means teaching & it was to be at the hands of the apostles, thus the need for Bible teachers today. The day the Church was born the Holy Spirit started a school where the Word of God was proclaimed & explained so that all believers were taught. Do you get that? Their newfound experience was to be grounded in the teaching of the Word of God. There is an anti-intellectualism that permeates much of the Church today, but not so in the early Church. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth & as Paul would latter say to the Church at Rome, “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” The Spirit filled Church ought to be a place where we come together to study & submit ourselves to the expositional teaching of God’s Word. These folks did not just dabble in the Word of God they ordered their lives around it. Now remember that the words Continually devoting applies at the beginning of each of these four things. It has well been said that, “A bible that is falling apart usually belongs to a person who isn’t!” There was a single mindedness to a set coarse of action concerning the coming to hear & apply the teaching of the Word of God. It is a sad thing when most, if not all, of the Churches in our area do not teach through the Bible verse by verse. 

2. Vs. 42c “Fellowship”: Shared with the people of God. The word in the Greek (koinonia) means to have a partnership or shared things in common. Paul uses the same word for collection because it also meant generous. Fifty four times from Rom. to 2 John the phrase “one another” is mentioned in the N. T. It describes the partnership that we Christians share with Jesus & each other. Folks, fellowship is more then the time we go next door & eat what Carlos & Maria have put out for us. No, they shared What they had in common, JESUS. Or put another way the Spirit filled Church will be one that loves & this will be seen two way:
a. Towards God. They continued daily together in the temple & house to House.

b. Towards each other. They gladly shared their food & possessions with each other as need arose.

3. Vs. 42d “Breaking of bread”: Celebrated the work of God. The breaking of bread speaks of the communion or the Lord’s supper. When they got together they remembered the work of Jesus on the cross. Now what this speaks to me is a single heartedness towards who they worshipped, Jesus. Even though they were so close to the time in which Jesus’ work for theirs & our redemption had just been won they never wanted to forget it. Later on we are given a clue of what communion was to mean as Paul explains that it was a time where those that are called by His name examine their own hearts & forsake anything that would hinder their walk with Jesus! We are further told five things about what this communion service looked like in verse 46.

a. Gladness: In other words when they took part in the Lords supper they were full of Joy! 

b. Simplicity of heart: That is that they were also reverent as well, it was a time of personal reflection.

c. Temple: It was public as they did this in the temple.

d. House to house: It was semi-private as they meet from house to house. 

e. Daily: Most importantly it was an everyday occurrence as they reflected with Joy & gratitude to the Jesus whom they ought all to.   

4.   Vs. 42e “Prayers”: Communicated with the person of God. The early Church prayed according to the promise of God to provide all that they needed to accomplish His purposes in their lives. So the Spirit filled Church will be one that is completely dependent upon the Lord & not there own self-effort. 

So there you have what the early Spirit filled church was devoted to, Studying the Word of God, Sharing with the people of God, Celebrating the work of God, Communicating with the person of God. But what impact did that have on them & the world around them?

Four Characteristics of a Spirit filled Church

Vs. 43 We are told that the Church that is devoted to the four spiritual disciplines above will have a immediate powerful impact upon those around them which will be seen two ways. So they would be a POWERFUL Church. 

1. “Then fear came upon every soul.” INWARDLY: The word for fear is “phobos” where we get our word phobia. It refers to a sense of God’s presence which produces a reverent attitude. As a direct result of the practice of the early Church there was a continual feeling of awe upon all that came in contact with the Church both believers & non-believers. The Church’s programs, buildings or any other human ability did not awe them. But rather  the presence of God in the lives of those that professed His name.      

2. “Many signs & wonders were done through the apostles.” OUTWARDLY: It was a miraculous Church. God was moving through the lives of the apostles in a powerful way & lives were being impacted. The signs & wonders was evidence of the presence of God’s power with His people.

So the Spirit filled Church that practices the Studying the Word of God, Sharing with the people of God, Celebrating the work of God, Communicating with the person of God. Will be a powerful church inwardly & outwardly. Oh to God all that claim to be His Church would be this! 

III.) Vs. 44-45 Altogether Common

Vs. 44-45 Here we learn another characteristic of the early Spirit filled church it was UNITED. And in these two verse before us we see that they were untied practically in there care for each other. 


There are some who would look at this passage & try to make it say that the early Church was into “communism”. But clearly that is not what was happening here as these were not communist’s they were commonists. What’s the difference? Communism says, “What’s yours is mine!” Commonism says, “What’s mine is yours!” 


Further more it was need that brought this about. There were in Jerusalem people from all over the known world & 3000 of them got saved plus those that were being added to the church daily. Many of them lost their jobs others stayed to be a part of God’s new work. So those who wanted to gave up of their property & possessions to further God’s work. Now latter on we will see that this started a problem that the early church had to address, (Acts 6). And the other Church’s in Asia minor were helping out the Church in Jerusalem. Will we ever see this kind of universal Commonism again? Well, I suspect that if the Church in America ever went through the wide spread persecution that many other in the world have faced that we might again see all believers coming together & sharing as God has lead them. 


So what is it that we can take from these two verses ourselves? Well I think it is great to see believers where the presence of God is so in their lives that He & His people mean far more then their possessions! 

IV.) Vs. 46-47 Continuing Daily

Vs. 46-47a  Here we see yet another characteristic of the early Spirit filled church, it was a WORSHIPING Church. Look at how these was expressed.

a. Daily: They were consistent in their worship.

b. One accord: They were untied in their worship.

c. In the temple … & house to house: They were constant worship. 

d. Gladness: They were joyous in their worship

e. Simplicity of heart: This word means free from rocks. In other words there was nothing in their hearts as to hinder their worship. 

That was the goal of the early Spirit filled Church to exalt the Lord in their lives & it was in this that they experienced the greatest amount of joy.

Vs. 47b Now because of all the above they were an EVANGELISTIC Church. Now notice how they were evangelistic.

a. Had favor with all people: It was not evangelistic programs that won & influenced those around them it was a changed heart. There was no coarse on evangelism all they had was those that had known them previously & could see & experience their transformed lives. Evangelism took place as a direct result of lives that were being daily renewed by the continual presence & power of Jesus in their lives. 

b. And the Lord added to the Church daily those who were being saved: Who added to the Church? It was the Lord that did so not the Church. Folks, we can not add to the Church that is not our job our job is what we have seen in the four spiritual disciplines in verses 42. Let me again state the obvious; The Lord did not add any to the Church that He did not save & He did not save any that He did not add! So? Well then what right do we have to claim that the Lord has added to His church those that came & are not saved or those that came & are from a Church split? Church growth was constant not & not based upon someone setting out a sign proclaiming that a revival was going to take place next week.

So what do we see from this? Well Church growth comes from a healthy Church that seeks to Studying the Word of God, Sharing with the people of God, Celebrating the work of God, and Communicating with the person of God.     

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 3-5 Power, preaching & prison

3:1-26 

“What I have I give to you” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-11 Look, rise up & walk

III.) Vs. 12-26 Servant, Holy One, Prince of life, Jesus 

I.) Intro.

As we come now to the third chapter of Acts & the story of the lame man being healed as well as Peter’s second preaching opportunity I want to look at this for a moment from Luke’s perspective. As Luke sat down to write this letter to Theophilus his theme was that of showing the continual work of Jesus only now He was working through those called by His name. In the last section, (2:42-47) Luke described the practices of the early Church: (2:42) The Spirit filled Church that was devoted daily to those practices had certain undeniable characteristics: (2:43-47)

a. Studying the Word of God                              POWERFUL 
b. Sharing with the people of God                      UNITED
c. Celebrating the work of God                          WORSHIPING
d. Communicating with the person of God       EVANGELISTIC 

Luke now illustrates this fact by telling an event of what happened one-day as Peter & John went to the temple to pray. Simply put what we have heard Luke share with us in chapter 2:42-47 is brought out of the classroom, brought of just theory & put into the real world. I don’t know about you but I an always ready to listen to some guys new idea but what I really want to know is, “Will what you say really work?” Luke gives us just a sample to show that what he had shared with us really works. Now if it really works why not use it today? 

Those folks that printed up my NKJ Bible apparently do not fully understand the dynamic of what Luke has been sharing in Acts so far. As you know many versions of the Bible like to add little headings or titles above paragraphs to give us, the reader, the theme of the section we are reading. Over this section verses 1-11 they erroneously put the title “Peter Heals the Lame Man”. Peter is of coarse there & there is a lame man but Peter does not heal him in fact Peter never healed any body. Now wait a minute you say, “I’ve read this section & Peter sure enough heals him.” No, it is Jesus who heals him & Peter tells us so in verses 12, 16 “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?” “And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” Yes those principals work but let us not forget that it is Jesus that does the work!

II.) Vs. 1-11 Look, rise up & walk

Vs. 1 I love the fact that right off the bat these two fellows are seen going to prayer together. They had been partners with John’s brother in the fishing business. They had prepared the last supper together but there was also a competition between them as well. Now they are united together in Jesus! 

The Jews were consistent in their times of prayer every day, (in fact to this day you will hear bells sound indicating that it is time to pray), at 9:am, noon & 3:pm. The 3:pm time of prayer followed the evening sacrifice. Peter & John did not go to make a sacrifice, as they now understood that Jesus had become the Lamb of God, but they did go up afterward to pray. The practice of daily prayer was something that they maintained & if they did so then it was most likely the pattern that all Jews practiced, 15 minutes of silent meditation, 30 minutes of petition, 15 minutes of adoration & worship. I like that as a pattern to practice:

· Meditate on the character of God

· Bring our needs to the heart of God

· Worship at the feet of God

Vs. 2 Here Luke introduces us to this lame man. We are told several things about him:

a. He was lame since birth. (4:22 tells us that he was over 40). In other words he had never walked.

b. He was carried to this same spot daily to ask alms. (Giving to those who asked alms was seen as a means of conciliating God’s favor and warding off evil. It was among the essential virtues of the godly.) Simply put his handicap had become his vocation, he was now supported in the condition that he found himself in. 

c. He was brought to the gate called beautiful. We are told that this gate was the main entrance into the temple from the eastern gate & was made of Corinthian bronze 75 feet high & it took 25 men to open & close these doors. So? Well I suggest to you that this guy had the best location of any beggar in Jerusalem, so he was the most visible beggar that there was.  

Vs. 3-6 So on to this daily seen come Peter & John. And may I add that Jesus had been by this same guy many times before. So? Well think of that won’t you? Peter & John had walked by that guy before many times & so had Jesus. Perhaps they had even placed some money in his hand, but now there is going to be something different given to him. 


Hey, have you gotten tired of being on the outside as people passed you by? Have you grown frustrated being unable to move from your present condition? You’re so hopeless in your condition or situation that it has become your vocation. “Oh that’s old Dale he has been that way for ever!” In fact you have gotten so use to being the way that you are that you make sure that everybody will notice you. Then read this verse with HOPE in your heart because it’s time to change. How come Jesus had not healed him before? How come Peter & John did not stop & help? May I suggest to you that this lame man wanted only to be supported in his condition & not to be changed from it! So how about it are you ready to change jobs? 


When did this change of heart take place? Well it appears by the text that it was on the spur of the moment. This guys was doing what he had done in the same spot for years. This time though Peter & John take notice of him. Eye contact is made he gives his attention to them not for the right reason. Folks, I love this stuff. I mean this guy was not saying, “Well today I’m wanting to make changes in my life.” No, this change was unexpected. Further more we are told that it was instantaneous & complete, there was no four weeks of physical therapy followed by months with a cane. In other words there was nothing about this miracle that the lame man could claim. 


Lastly it was simple. Peter said, “Hey I’m not hear to support you in your bondage, but I will help you completely change!” There was something far more valuable then being supported by gold & silver it was to be set free! Peter give him no time to think about it he says, “by means of the character, authority & power of Jesus rise up & walk.”     

Vs.7 Peter did not just make his statement concern the person of Christ & then watch to see if the man would stand on his feet & walk. No, he leaned forward took him by the right hand & helped him up. Some one has well said the “power was Christ’s but the hand was Peter’s”. 

Hey, I’m into this how about you? I think the body of Christ ought to be into making people able to walk. I think that they should be going to where people are at & giving them a hand up. Yet with that said Peter did not place him on his back & carry him. No, the lame man needed to trust Jesus & Peter was just there to show him how to do that. So often people think that if they can just have this or get that then they would be alright. But power to stand & walk did not come as a result of prosperity & came as a result of purity. 

Vs. 8-11 Here we are told of three results of this miracle:

1. Vs. 8 Joy: I think that really there are several miracles in this story.

a. Vs. 8 a Physical healing: “leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them;” A lame man walks

b. Vs. 8b Emotional healing: “walking, leaping.” This is just pure joy as he could not contain his expression & he did so as people were filing in for prayer.  

c. Vs. 8c Spiritual healing: “and praising God”. His praise & worship were directed towards God. He was once outside the temple & now he was inside. 

2. Vs. 9-10Worship: All that heard this man rejoice over his healing were filled with amazement at what had taken place. They saw him walking, leaping & praising God knew that it was the same guy who had been lame for over forty years & it blew their minds, they were filled with wonder & amazement. Simply put his changed life brought about curiosity. 

Hey, you ever stop & think of where this miracle took place? Well, it happened at a church service! And those who witnessed it could not figure out how it could happen. So? Well it is just an observation but I wonder what would happen to us Churchgoers if the Lord just did this same thing in our midst? It seems to me that we struggle with what God can do if we can’t figure it out!

3. Vs. 11 Witness: This miracle brought a witness of the work & word of God. Now look at whom it effected.

a. The healed lame man: He held on to Peter & John. So? Well now he did not fully grasp what had happened to him but he knew that it was some how tied to the name that Peter had proclaimed & they were his only link to Jesus. Folks, I think is what the body of Christ does when the Lord works in someone else’s life; “We give them a hand up & someone to hold onto.” Now as we do this we need to make sure that we continually point them to our Rock, so that their dependence will be upon Jesus & not us.

b.  All the people: The miracle not only was a witness for the healed lame man, but also for all those who heard & saw the work of God. Now to them the miracle provided a place to run too. Simply put the work of God in a life provides hope for those who need a hand up. Kind of like, “If God can do that for the 40 year old lame man then perhaps He can do this for me!”  

Wow, this is what the Church offers to a hurting world:

· A hand up

· A person to hold onto

· A place to run too 

III.) Vs. 12-26 Servant, Holy One, Prince of life, Jesus

Vs. 12 Again thousands came to hear what Peter had to say about the miracle of the healing of the lame man, (4:4 says that 5,000 men was the total number of saved believers). Luke tells us in verse 11 that they were on a place directly in front of the gate called beautiful as the people gathered. 


Now I believe that Peter faced the greatest opposition to date of his early ministry right here. No, there was no persecution, no one was ready to kill him or silence him. They, according to his two-fold, question were ready to elevate him to a higher status. All the elements for personal fame & fortune were at his hand. “The amazing Peter & his healing ministry!” Instead Peter deflects their gaze to Jesus. 

1. Why did this surprise them? Were they not at a Church service worshiping & praying to a God who parted the waters twice, provided water from a rock, bread from thin air, caused a ax head to float & stone from a shepherd boy’s slingshot to kill a giant? Amazing how soon we forget what a powerful God we worship.

2. Why do you think that we are something special? Come on now I’m the same guy how coward at a servant girls words. Peter dish’s himself by saying that he & John neither have the power or the piety to do a miracle. Hey, folks we need to quit worshiping instruments don’t know?   

Do you see that? When we forget the power of the God we worship we will worship men who have now power. 

Vs. 13-18 This message of Peter’s is very similar to his first message at Pentecost. Jesus is again the theme & there need for repentance the aim. He does how ever make the message more receivable by saying the rulers did it in ignorance, (verse 17). Peter uses five different words or titles to describe Jesus & in each case what the world did to Him was a paradox. Simply put how the world acts towards Jesus just does not make since. Someone was telling me that one of the news shows has been airing a series on what Jesus looked like physically. Now I did not see the news show so I can not commit on it other then to say, “Who cares?” I mean why bother to wonder what He looked like outwardly when we know for certain what He looked like inwardly? People are weird!

1. Vs. 13a He was a servant = Man delivered Him over to judgement = God glorified Him. The word servant means ambassador, Jesus was God the Fathers personal representative. And what did man do to him deliver him to death, yet God the Father glorified. The world is judging their servant, but God is glorifying their master.  

2. Vs. 13b Jesus means “Jehovah is salvation” = Man denied. Jesus came to save us but man denied Him the opportunity. Now the good news is that you can stop denying Him today & He will still save you.

3. Vs. 14 Holy & Just One. = Man rejected a Holy & Just One & released a murder. They asked for Barabbas (son of father) instead of (Son of the Father) People would rather worship a dead murder then a living savior!

4. Vs. 15 Prince of Life. The word “prince” means originator. Jesus is the originator of life & man killed the author of life. But God raised Him back to life.

5. Vs. 20 Christ. He is the anointed of God spoken of from the prophets but man would not listen. 

When you think about it rejecting Jesus just does not make sense. In verse 16 Peter tells all of us lame people how to be made whole, “through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” That is simple you say, yes it is. Why it’s not even your faith as Peter says that faith comes from Jesus. 

Vs. 19-26 So here we have three promises of blessings that will come to those who repent which means “change your mind that changes behavior.” It is more then:

· Remorse which says: “I feel bad about what I did but not enough to stop doing it.”

· Regret which says: “I feel bad about what I did because I got caught & now have to pay the price.”

· Resolve which says: “I feel bad about what I did & I’ll try harder next time.”  

1. Vs. 19a “your sins may be blotted out,”: The word “blotted” refers to wiping away ink from a piece of paper. Ink in those days had no acid in it & could easily be wiped away with water. So? Well that means when we repent our sins are completely removed from any possibility of view or remembrance.  

2.  Vs. 19b “so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,” The word “refreshing” means rest, relief & refreshment. God does not just wipe our slate clean He breaks the chalkboard! Is that not cool or what? I mean it’s great to have a clean slate but it’s even better not to have to walk around carrying that dumb old chalkboard!

3. Vs. 20 “He may send Jesus Christ,”: Let me get this strait, “If I repent I Get”:

· My sins wiped out completely

· No more heavy slate to carry around

· To be with Jesus for ever

Wow, what a deal! No wonder Peter concludes by saying in verse 26 “To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
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4:1-31 

“Boldness to speak Your Word” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-6 Captive for Christ

III.) Vs. 7-22 Uneducated & untrained men

IV.) Vs. 23-31 A prayer for more of the same

I.) Intro.

Last week we saw Peter’s second preaching opportunity, which came about as John & he, were involved with the Lord healing the lame man. Jesus had told them that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit to be witnesses (1:8). That had produced opportunities immediately to speak of the person & work of Jesus. The Lord added to the Church based upon the practices of the early Church. 

It appears that there was a pattern in the early church of “signs & wonders” creating an opportunity for the apostles to teach. Often time these teaching times led to many receiving Jesus. As a student of the word as well as a teacher of the word, the teaching of Peter & others in the Bible fascinates me. There is a “depth” to it that as a student I marvel at how these “untrained & uneducated” men were able to accomplish with out any of the study helps that I now posses. Yet as a teacher there is a “simplicity” to the content that all can comprehend. With those dynamics at work through the power of the Holy Spirit it was an incredible instrument in the hearts of men. Why didn’t this combination sweep over all the hearts of man kind? Well we have an enemy! The book of Acts not only records for us the continual work of Jesus in the world through those called by His name. It also records for us the work of satan & his attempt to derail God’s work. That is what we have recorded for us today the first of five chapters in Acts record one of satan’s tactics, “persecution”. Now this may have slowed the work of God but in fact in never weakened it. Instead it made it stronger! In the fifth chapter of Acts we shall see what is the most effective weapon the enemy has to derail God’s work.    

II.) Vs. 1-6 Captive for Christ

Vs. 1 With the now healed lame man cling to them Peter is proclaiming the person & continual work of Jesus. It is to this scene as thousands have gathered that the Jewish leadership shows up. The ordained priests, who had been conducting the evening sacrifices, the chief of police for the temple as well as the Sadducees, which were like the supreme court, came rushing to Solomon’s porch. The normally quite time of evening prayer had been severely disrupted by this man “walking, leaping & praising God” & Peter’s explanation of what just taken place. 

Vs. 2-3 The Sadducees were the theological liberals of their day. They were made up of mainly wealthy landowners who to protect their holdings opposed any opposition to Rome. Their religion was largely a social practice, they did not believe in the resurrection, angels or any miracles. They believed that man was the master of his own destiny. According to them the Messianic period had already came during the Maccabean revolt so they were not looking for a Messiah. 


So we are told that they were “greatly disturbed” & we are told two reasons for annoyance based upon their question of verse 7 “By what power or by what name have you done this?”

a. They taught the people: (POWER) That is they were upset at who it was that was teaching (verse 13) untrained & uneducated men. They were ticked at the fact that Peter & John were teaching people period. No one had given them permission; they had not credentials further more they had not even had any experience as teachers had. For all practical purposes these guys were not even lay leaders. Further more not only were they teaching they were doing so in the temple, which was reserved for the “professionals”. Now I find it interesting that the first thing that bugged the professionals was the person doing the message not the message. So? Well that tells you that jealousy was what took them at first. Peter & John were from Galilee & they had a huge crowd of people waiting on every word. Now as Calvary Chapel’s go we are not “professionally” trained either. I don’t have a degree from a seminary in fact most Calvary Pastor’s don’t. Yet, I think that most of the guy’s I now are some of the best teachers I’ve ever listened to. In fact the Pastor’s I’ve come into contact with who have done four years at seminary are woefully lacking in Bible. The reason for this is that most of them don’t study the Bible they study other things.     

b. Preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. (AUTHORITY) The Jewish leadership had executed Jesus as a blasphemer, & now these guys were proclaiming Him as the resurrected Messiah. They wanted to know in whose authority or name had they done & said what they did. You see they were into this authority trip they liked keeping people dependent upon them. Peter was proclaiming in Jesus His lordship over lives not mans. The leaders saw this as a threat to them as people would no longer need them. Folks, religion is always threatened by a relationship in Jesus.   

You know what a relationship with Jesus offends people does it not? I mean when we come into a relationship with Jesus we are saying that all of man’s best effort, intelligence, good looks is not enough. All that people every where do is not going to get you any thing. And further more what you can have in Christ is in spit of you not because of you. That offends because there is nothing that we can boast of. “Well, who do you think you are telling me that my good works are not enough.” “Who died & made you the teachers of truth?” Ugh, Jesus! 

Vs. 3-4 Jewish law did not permit a trial of a mans life to happen at night, (a law they broke in the case of Jesus), so they place Peter & John in jail over night. But the silencing of the messengers could not stop the effect of the Word of God in human hearts as 2,000 men were added to the Church. Now how did Luke know that the church was now 5,000 men besides women & children? Well these were the people who identified themselves as believers. Man, people under adverse conditions were ready to go against popular opinion & follow Jesus all the while the two the brought the message were placed in prison. Seven times in the book of Acts we are told the Church grew but only twice are we told a number. I pray that we too will grow in reaching our world for Jesus but that we won’t keep tract on the number.  The bottom line is that the Word of God is powerful & matter what you do with those that proclaim it the hears will be effected by it. 

Vs. 5-6 Peter & John make no fuss at their arrest but are humble. The Rulers represented the 24 priestly orders & the Elders represented the heads of the different tribes. The Scribes were the experts in the law most of them being Pharisees. All of them together made up what was called the Sanhedrin, which was 71 members including the High Priest, with the responsibility of ruling the nation as well as being the final authority on all legal matters. 


Luke tells us the names of who some of this court was. Annas was not the current High Priest, (although he had served for nine years) but he was the real power behind the scenes. He still had the name like our ex-presidents carry the name past their tenure. The Romans had put His son in-law in his place (Caiaphas) & he would reign 18 years. Annas managed to have five of  his sons, one son in-law & one grandson placed in this position through out his life. All of them were Sadducees & the ruling of the people was being passed on from one generation to another without any regard to the Word of God. It is thought that the two other names here, (John, and Alexander), were further sons who Theophilus might have heard of. 


The point of listing them is to reveal that Peter & John are essentially before the same group that had not that many months earlier sentenced Jesus to die on the cross. In fact according to verse 13 they recognized Peter & John as being disciples of Jesus. So? Well let’s get the picture shall we? Peter & John have been arrested & are about to be tried by the same kangaroo court with the same leaders who illegally sentenced Jesus, whom they had just had proclaimed was alive & the Messiah, (which many of them did not believe would come). All of this is before the leaders of the nation who have the power to put you to death. So they are put into jail at night & the next day they are brought in alone before 71 folks who want nothing better then to see you dead. What do you think our two fishermen need the most? Now don’t you dare say a lawyer.   

III.) Vs. 7-22 Uneducated & untrained men

Vs. 7 They ask Peter & John one question with two parts in it. What power & what authority did they have to heal the lame man & proclaim Jesus. Now Deut. 13:1-5 speaks about what to do with a person who says something or does something that comes to pass & they proclaims that it is a different god that has done this they are to be put to death. So this question is designed to get Peter & John to incriminate themselves. It was also a put down, “Where did you ignorant folks get the power & authority to do & say anything especially in my temple?”  

Vs. 8 So what is it that Peter & John need the most? Well we are told right here, “filled with the Holy Spirit”.  Jesus had told them in Luke 12:11-12 that “when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” So Peter was again filled & you know what inverse 31 he is going to again be filled with the Holy Spirit. Is that not great? I mean there is a never ending supply of the presence & power of the Lord whenever we need Him. I man did Peter & John ever need Him now. 

Vs. 9-12 Interestingly enough Peter does not defend his action, He questions their action by saying, “This work of God healing a lame man is not a crime it’s a good deed to a helpless man!” “You have arrested us for being used to change a life from lame to whole, is that the charge because I just want to get it right!” What’s lacking in all of Peter’s words is:

· SILENCE

· COMPROMISE

· PERSONAL DEFENCE

“Further more you want to know where the power & authority came from to make this lame man whole & to proclaim Who healed him? Well, Ill tell you Who, it’s Jesus who you rejected.” Look at these words of Peter before the ruling powers of the day, the ones who had the power over his & John’s life & ask yourself who is on trial. 

Now what would you do if you were in this same situation with Peter & John? Think of it a moment you’re a new Christian & you have just been arrested with Peter & John. Your in a trial for your life & Peter says, “Hey bro don’t worry about it I’ll take care of your defense it’s going to be ok.” Then Peter starts out with the words, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:” & you think good touch here Peter nice & polite. Then Peter continues as you look at the faces in a half circle around you, “You have arrested us for being used to change a life from lame to whole, is that the charge because I just want to get it right!” Then before you stop him he says. “You want to know what power, what authority we were used of to make a lame life whole? Well it’s Jesus the one you all killed, the One that God raised from the dead, for those of you here today who don’t believe in either the Messiah, the resurrection or miracles.” Then before you can get a word out of your mouth to ask for a new lawyer Peter continues. “Hey fellows you all know the Bible well Psalm 118 speaks about you in saying the stone that the builders, (ah that’s you guy’s) rejected is the most important stone for the building.” Finally, just before you pass out as your life is passing before you Peter says one more sentence. “Leaders of Israel, there is only one way in which a person can be saved & it’s by trusting in Jesus, in fact there is no other name.” Just before you lose consciousness you hear Peter say, “What did I tell you, it will be ok!” Now I’ve perhaps made fun of this scene a bit but I think a good amount of us would have reacted just like this. But not Peter & John. No, they think of the opportunity to speak to the highest authority in the land about Jesus & they are not concerned with their lives. Why? Because they realize that it is not their lives, for they are not longer there own but were bought at a price.

Vs. 13-18 Now it is the leadership who are in the horns of a dilemma. They saw Peter & John yet the zeal, passion & power that they spoke with concerning Jesus. They heard them speak these were not trained clergy, not they were country bumpkins. Yet there was something different about these fellows, it kind of reminded them, no it did remind them of. Yes, it was like Jesus who spoke as One having authority & these two they had spent time with Him. Why, Jesus had rubbed off on them. We’ve got to nip this in the bud. But wait what are we going to do with the artist formerly know as the lame man? 


Is that not amazing? I mean it is the educated folks who don’t have any defense concerning what to do about Jesus, the healed lame man is right there & all. Well why did they not just bring out the dead body of Jesus? I mean since Jesus did not really die why not just bring Him forward? Right? Do you see this? These guys, unwittingly prove to us that the resurrection really happened. Hey, you can be pretty darn confident when you’re greatest opponents by their silence prove the your point in court!” If this was a cartoon it would be right here that the villain would say, “Foiled again!” 


I know lets threaten them & tell them never again use the name of Jesus again. Now what ever possessed them to come up with this idea I will never know, because if it did not work when they were in trial for their lives it won’t work in the future. Further more by admitting that a miracle was done in the name of Jesus & that what Peter preached concerning Him was true, don’t they see that they are opposing God? Pride is a incredible slippery slope isn’t it? 

Vs. 19-22 After bring Peter & John back in, threatening & commanding them not to speak about Jesus any longer I would of loved to have seen the expression of those two fishers of men. I can only say that I know what my reaction is to this I just start to smile. Peter & John after rolling on the floor, (my opinion) answer, “You guys, I need to get your advise, is it better for us to obey God or what you say?” “Because we can not help ourselves but to talk about the things which we have seen & heard.” 


So they threaten them some more but they got to let them go as public opinion was in Peter & John’s favor. All were praising God, not Peter or John but God. Them of coarse there was that man formally know as the lame man. Wow, what a story!      

IV.) Vs. 23-31 A prayer for more of the same

Vs. 23-28 I love this where did they go after such a great victory? No, not Disneyland, but to there own companions! They could not wait to share God’s victory with God’s people. Ten what do they do? Well they have a worship & prayer service. I love the unity as it is centered around the person & work of God. They declare these truths about Him:

· Vs. 24 Lord, You are God: Nothing else is worthy of being worshiped but You. Further more we are standing before You not because of Peter’s brilliant defense but because of Who you are.

· Vs. 24 You are the creator: You created Everything & everyone. Simply put you are in control.

· Vs.25-28 You are sovereign: How foolish for anyone to try to out think God & even when the world succeeds at there plans all they do is fulfill Your will.

Vs. 29-30 It is based upon this worship that they prayed these two verses. Now what would you have prayed if you had just been a jam this big? “Hey, God that was a real close one, so next time why not just keep us out of all this legal stuff.” “I just want to live a peaceful, quite life some place where I can stay with in my comfort zone, amen!” Nope, now get this, they ask God for more of what they just had. Oh, to God we would be so possessed of His Spirit. That we would ask nothing of ourselves & only ask that He would fill us with His Spirit, so that we would still be used to touch the lives of a lame world & proclaim the name in whose power we had touched it with. What is the key to this prayer? Two things:

1. Well they see themselves as servants. (Verse 29)

2. They are Just following His example. (Your Holy Servant, verses 27, 30) 

Vs. 31 Look at what God did in answer to this prayer. They were not shaken but the world in which they were was! And they were again filled with the Holy Spirit & spoke the Word of God with Boldness. Now as we close there is a lot of talk today about the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives but here we see what it was He did in the lives of these believers. He gave them boldness to speak the Word of God. May we to have a earth shaking time as we ask the Lord to give us more of Himself!    

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 3-5 Power, preaching & prison

4:32 - 5:11 

“Great Grace, Power & Fear” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 32-37 Great power & great grace

III.) Vs. 1-11 Ripping off God of glory

I.) Intro.

So many people in searching for a Church are looking for the “perfect church”. One pastor friend I know once told a group that if they were looking for the perfect Church & happened to find it to make sure they did not attend it for the moment they went there it would cease on being perfect. Luke has been showing the birth & movement of the early Church & so far it has been positive. But in chapter five we see the first instance of sin & it is the one that most often gets associated with the Church & Christians today “hypocrisy”. Folks, the truth is the Church is made up of saved sinners & as Paul said to his young protégé Timothy, (1 Tim. 1:15) “that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” “So what are you saying Pastor?” Well, I’m telling you all that I’m the worst sinner I’ve ever met & that I am not a perfect person let alone a perfect Pastor! Now it’s important that we understand what a hypocrite is & what it is not! The word comes from the Greek word meaning to be an actor or to pretend to be something you are not. Now I suppose that is ok if your purpose is to entertain folks, but it is not ok if your purpose is to deceive them for your gain. 

a.) What it is NOT: A hypocrite is NOT a person who fails to live up to all that they know to be true. For no believer lives up to all that is true all the time.

b.) What it IS: A hypocrite IS a deliberate deception, trying to make people think we are more spiritual then we really are.     

A hypocrite makes a conscious choice & says, “I’m more concerned with my REPUTATION (what people think of me) then my CHARACTER (what God thinks of me.)” It is interesting to note that Jesus said in Matt. 24:51 that (hypocrites), or those more interested in reputation then character, would populate hell.


Perhaps what we all ought to be looking for in our lives & the lives of the Church in not the “Perfect Church” but rather a “Great Church”? We shall see in this section that which led the early Church into being a great Church.  

II.) Vs. 32-37 Great power & great grace

Vs. 32a Satan had employed he first of three different attacks in chapter 4, “persecution”. I have found in my own life that I have far more to fear with popularity then I do with persecution. How so? Well with persecution it will only lead me to humility & complete dependence upon Jesus, but with popularity I will battle my own fleshly pride. 


Now look at the outcome of the persecution and the upon this growing band of believers. First, verse 31 records that what followed the persecution was a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit, which led to boldness in speaking the word of God. Wow, persecution brought about a greater dependence upon the Holy Spirit & this then further empowered them in the Word of God. As a result of that Luke tells us that they:

a. Multiplied: That is they were ever growing in fact no longer are we given a number.

b. Who believed: This speaks of the fact that their growth was for real. I want you to realize that becoming a believer at this time was not an easy proposition. In fact there were far more reasons to not become a believer then there is today.

c. One heart: They loved the same things & as we shall see in a moment that this led them to life choices.

d. One soul: They shared in One life, the life of Jesus. 

Yes, there was unity in the believers but it was not at the exclusion of the Word of God it was because of the Word of God. Simply put they grew more in love with Jesus we are told that their love towards Jesus was seen in two ways:

1. Vs. 32b Love for each other:  “neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.” Man these early believers were into each other. Gone was the preoccupation with self & gratifying their own needs. It is never a bad thing when Christians regard people more important then things. Well how did that happen Pastor? Well we are told several things about this:

a. Neither did anyone say: It was universal & spontaneous. The leadership did not force this upon them; in fact Peter is going to tell Ananias this in verse 4. 

b. That any of the things he possessed was his own: They understood that God owned everything. In other words they were not there own & neither was what they owned it was all at His disposal. 

c. But they had all things in common: Again based upon Peter’s words to Ananias private ownership was not forbidden. This was a heart action that the early believers took in response to those in need among them. This was not Communism, “What’s yours is mine; I’ll take it.” It was Commonism, “What’s mine is yours, I’ll share it.”  

d. Vs. 34 N.I.V. “For from time to time”: It was based upon need not greed. They did not wait around for someone else to meet the need they gave themselves. Now this kind of loving generosity was soon abused & Paul had to give certain guidelines to the Churches in who & how they were to give to.

1. 2 Thess. 3:10-12 If they can work for themselves, then they are not truly needy.

2. 1 Tim. 5:3-4 If they can be supported by there families then they are not needy.

3. 1 Tim. 5:5,10 If they are helped by the Church then they should do something to help the Church.

4. 1 Tim. 5:9-13 The Church has every right to examine moral conduct before giving.

5. 1 Tim. 6:8 The support of the Church ought to be only for the basic necessities of living.  

2. Vs. 33 Love for a lost world: “the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.” Again the central theme of their message was the resurrection of Jesus which was what they were forbidden to speak of. Hey folks, this early Church was extraverted & not introverted. It was all about others & because of that they had little time to get all caught up in themselves. Luke tells us here two of the three things that made them a “Great Church”. 

a. Great Power: A surrendered life that was seen in their actions of putting God first, people second & things last gave visible proof of the great power. Now the “great power” had come about because of the Holy Spirits presence in their lives & they made it a continual practice to “speak the Word of God” concerning the resurrection. So they were empowered by the Spirit of God, witnessing through the word of God concerning Jesus & the resurrection. I love the fact that you could tell this by the practical outward actions of, “Love towards each other & love to a lost world.”  

b. Great Grace: God’s grace was sustaining them! It was obvious to look at them that God’s unmerited favor was all over them. They had the persecution of the religious leaders but favor of all the people. Notice that this grace was upon them all. Hey, folks their sufficiency was in Jesus as well as their power. That’s what we all ought to desire in it not. May just say that you will only have great power as you have received are practicing a life that is full of great grace. 

Vs. 34-35 Here Luke again emphasis the nature of the giving of the early Church. We can see by these statements that the early Church’s was in “deed & in truth”, not just words. Again several things come to the forefront about this type of giving:

1. It was at great risk of personal security. These folks emptied what they had as far as security to help anyone in need. The outcome was that “there was none among them that lacked”. 

2. It was completely voluntary. They did so all on there own with out being manipulated into it. What a difference then what many experience in the Church today. I am a firm believer that those that understand grace will always out gave those who give out of compulsion. 

Vs. 36-37 Luke gives us an example of Barnabas’ giving. Barnabas was a name given him by the disciples & it fit his character “son of encouragement”. He is going to be an important person latter on in this book as he in mentioned 24 times in Acts & 29 times in the N.T. Now I can see five principals in giving to the Church based upon Barnabas action.

1. SUPERIORLY: Vs. 36 “a Levite of the country of Cyprus.” Now according to Num. 18:23 a Levite was not allowed to own property. So? Well think of this what the law could not motivate grace did! Barnabas giving was based upon recognizing God’s favor on his life & not upon trying to obtain God’s favor. A right heart.

2. SUPREMLY: Vs. 37 “having land, sold it, and brought the money”. Based his newfound love for God & his people he sold land & brought the proceeds. In times past as a Levite he may have wanted to be seen of men, but not now. A right attitude.

3. SIMPLICITY: Vs. 37 “and laid it”. He had a humble heart in his giving. Barnabas did not come & show how much he had just given, No, he just laid it down at the Apostles feet. 

4. SUBMISSIVELY: Vs.37 “at the apostles' feet.” He made no demand on how they were to spend it; he gave it over to the leaders with out any comments. 

5. SACRIFICIALLY: Vs. 37 Barnabas gave all he had to the Church. Now he to had to depend upon the Lord.  

III.) Vs. 1-11 Ripping off God of glory

Vs. 1-2 In contrast to the general attitude of the believers Luke tells us of another couple who gave for far different reasons. Ananias means “God is gracious” & Sapphira means “beautiful”. On the outside Barnabas & these two did the same thing. Both were free to give or not give, as they wanted both before & after the sale of the property. 


The word “kept back” means to misappropriate or steal. Evidently these two had came to the church leaders & said that they were going to give all of the sale of their property to the Church. But when it came down to it they did not do so. Their sin that cost them their lives was not selfishness it was pride. They wanted the applause of men without the sacrifice.  They were putting a façade to the people. Were these two real believers? Well it would appear so based upon Peter’s comments:

a. They were a part of the believers of Acts 4:32.

b. They had lied to the Holy Spirit, which suggests that they had a relationship with Him.

c. Their discipline is consistent with what the rest of the N.T. has to say about believers who practice sin. 

So there you have it a guy whose name means God is gracious but wanted to appear that he was. And a gal whose name means beautiful who wanted people to see her beauty & not the Lord’s. Hey folks, what these believers ripped off was not God’s money but rather God’s glory! 

Vs. 3-4 In Peter’s rebuke he does not concentrate on their lack of honesty rather he focus’s in on the their lack of integrity. Peter pints to where the heart of this action had come from satan. Hey, folks we can allow the enemy to fill our heart if we do not allow the Holy Spirit too! Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “Sin has many tools. But the lie is the handle that fits them all.” Peter says, “Hey the property was yours to do what ever you wanted & after you sold it you could have done what ever you wanted then.” You know what their giving was inspired like Barnabas’ the difference was who was inspiring it. It was not a sin to sell the land & keep most of the money for themselves, the sin was to lie about it & act as if they had given it all. 


One other important point here in Peter’s words he teaches us two important truths about the Holy Spirit.

1. Peter by saying that they lied to the Holy Spirit affirms that the Holy Spirit is a person. You can not lie to a force or an influence any more then you can lie to a fruit. No you can only lie to a person. In fact you can not lie to an animal can you? “Ok Rover I’m going to take you for a walk.” “Oh I just lied to you, dog!” 

2. In verse 4 Peter says that the Holy Spirit whom they lied to is not only a person He is God.   

Vs. 5-6 Now don’t you think that Peter calls down some curse upon Ananias or even Church discipline. No, Peter says nothing about judgement at all, it was rather an act of judgment of God upon him. So what do we get out of this? Well may I just say that God see the thoughts & intents of your heart. You may be able to pull one over & your brother or sister in Christ but you can fool God. Peter was most likely the most surprised by this action. As he was the first one in the Church to be used of God to slay a person in the Spirit. So all of those today who claim that there is slaying ion the Spirit just ask them if they get back up? 


Now there are a great amount of people who are a bit put out at God for doing this but may I say God did not do this they did. To me the greater wonder is that there are any of us standing today! You can say that there was great conviction on the part of these two over their sin. How unfortunate it is that like Ananias his fear was greater at being exposed as what he really was a “fake” then it was at compromising the truth of the Word of God.

Vs. 7-10 Now three hours later in walks Sapphira who does the same thing as did her husband. 

d. Great Fear: This is the third quality that made this a great Church. Now both times after the death of these two we are told that “Great Fear” came upon the Church. Great fear at not wanting to be a fake Christian. Is that not awesome? Don’t you want to be around those people who are real? This is the first time the word Church is used in acts & it is used in conjunction with not wanting to be fakes. There was a purity to this Church that we all ought to desire to get back too.

I pray now as we take communion that we will ponder these events & how the enemy desires to puff us up & go back to the simplicity of dependence upon the Holy Spirit, conviction of the word of God & resting on His glory not seeking our own.   

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 3-5 Power, preaching & prison

5:12-42 

“Help wanted, only the serious need apply” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 12-16 Purity & power

III.) Vs. 17-28 Speaking the words of life

IV.) Vs. 29-42 Preaching, persecution & praise

I.) Intro.
I am really enjoying this study in Acts. It’s like looking at old family photographs of your relatives, you may not have known them but you can see some resemblance. Now in my family ancestry there was a family member that as far as physical appearance is not the gene pool you wanted to come across your path. From my earliest memories I can remember my Grandparents speaking of this fellows physical characteristics in disparaging terms, “Oh that must be the old Carmack genes!” they would say. It seemed that what ever you did not want in physical characteristics was always traced to the Carmack ancestor. Now maybe old Carmack was a good guy, at least someone in my family thought he was at one time, but his characteristics was one that you did not want to see in your family line. 


Now folks we can trace our spiritual history back to this ancestry before us. This is our spiritual gene pool if you will. It ought to be the desire if all Christians & every Church to want to be like the early Church. I mean they were what the Church of Jesus should look like, they are what the standard of what a successful Church looks like. I do not need to look at other family members today & see if I measure up. No, we need to look at these relatives & see if we look like them. 

II.) Vs. 12-16 Purity & power

Vs. 12, 15-16 Now I’m going to separate these verses in this manor because Luke inserts the statement of verses 13-14 in between talking about the power of the Church. We left off on verse 11 where as a result of God’s judgment of Ananias & Sapphira “great fear” came upon all the Church & all who heard about it. Simply put purity led to more power. Today many wonder why the Church is not as powerful as it once was. I mean the Church does not have the influence in the world that it had at the beginning. Now remember we have a great amount of access to equipment that ought to facilitate our desire to reach the world for Jesus. Yet we are unable to do so, why? Well I think you have the reason looking at this old photograph of the early Church in the book of Acts; they were a pure Church! 

As a pure church we are told that they meet in unity on the Eastern wall of the temple, an area known as Solomon’s Porch. And the apostles did many signs & wonders. Sick people were brought out on the straw mats of the homeless as well as the fancy beds of the rich. Further more people began to come from the surrounding regions bring a variety of illnesses to the apostles & we are told all were healed. Did you get that? Folks, people’s lives were being touched by the power of God in the lives of the Church. Further more this was not just happening to the poor folks in Jerusalem. No, it was impacting the rich as well. Neither was this just a local city thing, it was touching the lives of all. Let me put it to you plainly, in these verses Luke is telling us that the power of God had no limitations as far as physical experiences are concerned. No matter what your background the Lord can change your life. The power of God is able to take anyone no matter their condition & transform them. Wow, that means that He can change my life no matter what my background or my situation! The limitation is not on the power of God according to His will, but rather on human heart. The Sadducees they are going to see a prison break & instead of believing they are going to try to kill the apostles. The head of the Pharisees, Gamaliel, he is going to see the same thing & he is just going to be indifferent. 

Oh, there is one other point here, look at some of the weird things that were being used to facilitate the change. “So that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.” Now what are we to make of this? Man don’t you wish sometimes the writers of the Bible would just leave out these kinds of details? I’m kidding! Pastor are you going to tell me people actually came out at certain times of the day waiting for Peter to come by so that his shadow would pass over them? Yep, as strange as it sounds that is exactly what this verse says. May I point out several things though?

a. It does not say that this was orchestrated by the apostles but rather by the people in need. The word “they” refers to the people. 

b. Next it does not say here that all that did so were healed, although some no doubt probably were.

c. Lastley, it never says that the shadow healed them. Simply put it was not Peter, his shadow or the hands of the apostles. No, it was Jesus as the hearts of needy people trusted in Him that did the healing. So all the shadow did was become a point of reference to where the person in need could release their trust in the God who heals. 

Now doesn’t this open up a can of worms for all those weird T.V. evangelists doing “shadow healing ministry?” Well, I suppose it does to a degree, but remember Peter was not on a stage in a three-piece suit trying to orchestrate this. Peter was not selling books & videos, nor was he begging for money. In fact, he really had nothing to do with this type of healing at all. As he just walked, probably to the temple at the hours of prayer, & people in need would begin to line the streets. Now, I’ve got to tell you that this must have been a pretty strange looking scene. People’s mattress laying out on the street trying to figure out which way the sun was going to be coming through that day in conjunction to a persons shadow passing by. Now what happened if you got a good spot & all, then some bozo went & parked his bed in front of yours? Hey, isn’t it great that to be touched by the Lord we don’t have to go through all these hassles? Now let me just say that if you have ever been healed by the laying on of the elders hands or a shadow I’m rejoicing with you but you did not have to have it that way. No, all you needed to do was simply ask the Lord to touch your life & according to His will & it would be done! Now I’m afraid if I started doing this kind of thing that people would either see my shadow & think that there would be four more weeks of winter or that we are having a solar eclipse! 

Vs. 13-14 So right in the middle of Luke telling us about the impact of the purity of the Church as seen in it’s power he drops this paradoxical statement on us. I have read this verse a 100 times this week & every time I do it blows my mind. Can you imaging some sales type person teaching a seminar on how to grow your business. His premise is, “Cause such a fear in your potential clientele that the casual buyer would not dare come into your establishment but would still think that what you are selling is the best that you can buy?” In a nutshell that is what the Lord does with the early Church. The believers had a great reputation & integrity with those that they were trying to reach but at the same time they knew that it was a serious thing to be a follower of Jesus. It required far more then a casual commitment. They had a great respect for how they saw the believers living their lives & a curiosity, as to the power that they possessed. Yet as the story of Ananias & Sapphira made it’s rounds they realized that their sin had to be left at the door. No halfhearted commitment would do no shallow curiosity that has come to be entertained. No, come to the early Church in a life style that was not according to the word of God & you would experience God in a way that you may not desire. 

Do you see where I’m going with this? The early Church practiced a life style that drove away those who wanted to stay in the love with their sin. Pastor I’m not sure of what your saying? Well, what I’m saying is that going to Church because it was the “in” place or the “cool” place to hang out was not going to happen. Because if you came to Church that way then you would be dragged out. Now theirs a thought, “Instead of dragging people to Church we would be dragging them out!” May I just say that perhaps there are some that need to be dragged out? This incident kept out the riff-raft, if you loved your sin you could continue in it or you could come to Church & have it forgiven but you could not come to Church & stay in your sin. You know what is cool though? The unbelievers on their own knew that! The Church’s uncompromised commitment to the holiness of God caused those who were not serious to stay away. Further more it was not the legalistic, self-righteous practices of the early Church that kept them away. No, it was their commitment to the holiness of God motivated out of love for the Lord! 


Now I’ve done a lot of sole searching this week as it relates to Calvary Chapel Merced. And I’ve come to the conclusion that I want us to be for those who are serious about their Christianity. I want us to continue to be a place where what we offer in Christ is not for the person who wants to make Jesus just a hobby. No, I want Calvary Chapel Merced to be a place for the person who wants to be a professional Christian. A hobbyist does not make his or her living at it; they just play at the hobby to entertain themselves. A professional they make their living at it & are ever living to hone their skills. This past week the NBA playoffs began, now I can go down & purchase an authentic jersey that looks just like the ones worn by my Kings but let me just say that though my clothing may look like the real team you don’t want me on the court! Far to much of what the Church offers today just makes people feel like they are part of the team with out any of the true commitment it takes to be apart of it. 

What’s wild is that this kind of commitment still brought about an ever increasing amount of believers that were added to the Lord. Now This is real Church growth!  

III.) Vs. 17-28 Speaking the words of life

Vs. 17-18 So there was no superficiality in these believers & eventually the early Church began to have such an impact upon the Jerusalem & the surrounding community. This in turn got them in hot water with the High Pries & his buddies the Sadducees. There were three reasons for the apostle’s arrest.

1. Vs. 17 Jealousy: The Church had a greater popularity with the people then they did. 

2. Peter & John had defied the orders of 4:18 not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus.

3. What the apostles were teaching & doing (signs & wonders) was in direct conflict with the Sadducees teaching.

Vs. 19-21a Now here is a curious thing; the Sadducees who don’t believe in miracles, have demanded that Peter, John & the rest of the apostles don’t teach in the name of Jesus, & are jealous of their ever-growing popularity throw them into jail to stop them. But by doing so guess what happens? Well let’s see:

a. Unwittingly they give opportunity for another miracle, (verse 19) an angel of the Lord freeing them from prison. Oh by the way remember now these guys did not believe in angels.

b. Furthermore they gave (at the direction of the angel they don’t believe in) another opportunity to share about Jesus again in the temple. 

c. Lastly, because of the heavenly prison break & the now preaching in the temple, the same people who watched them hauled off to prison see them the next morning preaching Jesus. In other words the apostles popularity would grow by leaps & bounds. 

Is that not great how God uses the opposition for opportunity? So they are out there in the temple proclaiming & also by their very presence freed from jail, the “words of this life”. Now what we have to share to the world are not just the words of the afterlife or even eternal life. No, they are the words of “abundant life”.  Man, go on ahead & tell the people the “reason for the hope that is in you”, (1 Peter 3:15). 

Vs. 21b-25 Man is this ever a funny scene. When the supreme court of the land comes to get these guys for their court date they find the prison doors locked but nobody inside. So they are all around the room scratching their heads wondering how this could be seeing that the guards are still at the doors of the prison, when someone says, “Hey, you all looking for those Jesus lovers? Well, I saw them on the way in this morning preaching Jesus who you band them from speaking about, saying that an angel whom you don’t believe exists freed them & told them to tell everyone about Jesus resurrection!”  

Now I love the fact that the apostles went right back to the temple, I mean why not? If an angel can spring you from jail once he can do it again. 

Vs.26-28 Notice that they captain had no problem apprehending this apostles a second time & he was real careful not to treat them with violence least the crowds stone him. So in they come again before this prestigious 70-member panel of the nations leaders who have the power to sentence you to death. 


Now here in verse 28 we see the complaints of the Sadducees, which were threefold:

a. Your using the name we told you not to use. Notice that they don’t even want to say the name of Jesus.

b. You have filled Jerusalem with the teaching concerning Him. Oh that our opponents would say this about us. “Man you guys, at Calvary have filled Merced with the teaching concerning Jesus.”

c. You have blamed us for the death of Jesus: Hey, remember at the trial before Pilate as he brought the water pitcher in front of them & said, “I wash my hands of his blood” & they said, “His blood be on us & our Children!” Now when it’s not a good thing to be guilty of the blood of Jesus they don’t want anything to do with it.

It is as if these guys stand up & say, “We have made up our minds so don’t confuse us with the facts!” 


May I just say that this is often the reaction of those who come in contact with the truth of who Jesus is as seen in the purity & power of His Church, PERSECUTION! I’ll stomp it out & crush it you know! But it never works all it does is purify & empower the Church all the more.

IV.) Vs. 29-42 Preaching, persecution & praise

Vs. 29-32 Here again is another opportunity for the apostles to declare the truths concerning Jesus. They proclaim three truths about Jesus:

1. This is the familiar contrast of, “You killed Him, God raised Him, you rejected Him, God exalted Him!” 

2. From His position of exaltation He is able to forgive you & everyone else of their sins. 

3. It is because of the first to facts that we must speak & demonstrate the truths concerning Him. 

Vs. 33 What’s their reaction to the apostle’s threefold statement towards them? Well we are told they were sawn in two, (furious)! 

Vs. 34 This brings us to the next reaction to the truth concerning Jesus, as seen in Gamaliel. Now he was the Grandson of Hillel & even today Gamaliel is given the title “Rabban” (our teacher) & not just Rabbi (my teacher). When he died they said that the, “glory of the law died with him.” He was a Pharisee & thus disagreed with the teachings of the Sadducees. He was also Paul the apostles teacher prior to his conversion & Jewish historians tell us that his one complaint against Paul or Saul as he was then called was that it was impossible to find Paul enough reading material. 

Vs.35-39 Well his idea is that of INDIFFERENCE. It seems that Gamaliel was an original member of the Doobie Brother who popularized the song, “Jesus is just alright with me!” I find that the Church has far more to fear with those that are indifferent towards the gospel then those who are persecuting the Church. Pure numbers tell us that there are far more folks in the Church of indifference then there is in the Church of persecution. In fact many in the true Church also belong to the Church of indifference, but that is not the Church of the early Church.

Vs. 40-42 Though the Sadducees agreed with Gamaliel they stilled gave the apostles 39 lashes each with a cat-o-nine-tails. And there is no recorded protest of Gamaliel so much for the Church of indifference. 


But look at how the apostles handle the truth concerning Jesus even though they are severely beaten, they REJOICE that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for Jesus name. Furthermore we are told that they did not cease daily TEACHING & PREACHING Jesus as Christ! They were not teaching & preaching anything other then the Word of God. They did it publicly & privately. Hey folks, may we to be a Church that is serious about our lives in Christ! May Calvary Chapel Merced be what Winston Churchill called a fanatic. He declared, “A fanatic is someone who can’t change their mind and won’t change the subject!”    

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 6-8:4 Suffering servants

6:1-7 

“Looking For a few good men” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 1-7 Seeking servants

I.) Intro.
Now you will recall that the early Church was about four things according to Acts 2:42

1. Studying the Word of God

2. Sharing with the people of God

3. Celebrating the work of God

4. Communicating with the person of God

Because of the Holy Spirit energizing these four things in their lives growth took place. In the 2nd chapter of Acts we are told twice (41, 47) that the Lord added to the Church, then again in chapter 5:14 we were told that after God’s judgment of Ananias & Sapphira again the Lord added multitudes of men & women to His Church. Simply put numeric success was taking place & it was happening in spite of satans best efforts. Now we have already seen two of his tactics:

a. PERSECUTION: (4:1-31, 5:17-41) He tries to intimidate the Church to stop telling the world about Jesus. Now this of coarse only causes the Church to grow stronger as well as larger.

b. CORRUPTION: (5:1-11) Next satan tries to get the Church to fake spirituality by wanting to appear to be something when in reality they were not. But because this was a pure Church all this did was keep out those who were not serious about following the Lord out & again the Church increased.

c. DISSENSION: (6:1-7) The third & potentially the most dangerous is here before us in this section of scripture. If satan can’t crush the Church or corrupt the Church, he will cause conflict with in the Church. Folks, more damage to furthering God’s kingdom has been done through conflicts with in the Church then any other single attack outside. There are very few Church’s that have not gone through a split of some kind in their history. 

We are blessed to see how the early Church handled such a conflict & as we shall see this too did not hurt the Church but rather caused it to multiply. Hey, folks if we can see here the tactics of satan & how the Church over came them then we can apply the same principals today can we not? We can bet that satan will try to get us off tract by one or all three of these things. 

II.) Vs. 1-7 Seeking servants

Vs. 1a Before we get into the reason for the conflict look at this statement; “the number of the disciples was multiplying”. Now I call attention to this because the Lord has a funny way of doing math doesn’t He? I mean He is adding to the Church as He sees fit then in chapter 5 He subtracts two before He multiplies. Let me put it this way, the Lord subtracted to add which led to His multiplication. I find this not only true in the Church’s life but also in individual Christian’s life. I mean we are going along being blessed growing in the Lord seeing advancement when, “bam” we come to some subtraction. Now this ought to encourage you & I as we remember that the Lord often subtracts in our lives before He multiplies! 

Vs.1b Look again at this verse, when did this conflict come? Well it came right on the heals of God multiplying His Church. But read on down to verse 7 & see what the Lord did as a result of this conflict, “the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.” I don’t know about you, but I may not like the mathematical equation that the Lord uses but I sure do like the outcome!


This is our fist introduction to this group called Hellenists. No, they were not hell-raiser. They were a group of Jews who had grown up outside of Israel & had been heavily influenced by the Greek culture that Alexander the Great had spread when he had conquered the world. They used the Greek old testament instead of the Hebrew scriptures  dressed, thought, & acted more like Greeks then they did Jews. Now in Judaism there was no small division between these two groups, the Pharisees held them in contempt seeing them as second class citizens. The Hellenists in turn saw their native born Hebrew brothers & sisters as holier-than-thou legalists. 

Folks from both of these groups some became Christians & of coarse every prejudice was automatically gone. No way! Hey folks, God takes us out of the world & into His kingdom in an instant but it often takes a lifetime to get the world out of us! Luke does not tell us if this was a deliberate act on apart of the Hebrew Christians but he does say that the Hellenists certainly saw it that way, (their widows). Prejudice is an ugly thing anywhere it is seen but it is nowhere more repulsive then when it is seen in the Church. In verse 9 we see that these two groups had already split from fellowshipping with each other in Judaism, as they were meeting in separate Synagogues. This was now threatening to split this young but growing Church. 

I was told the other day by an ex-pastor that his Church split apart because they disagreed on the color of carpet in their new sanctuary. Several years ago when we first started there was a gal from the south that attended our fellowship with her husband. She found out that we were looking to move to the South side of town & informed me that if we did she would not be going with us for she did not want to be around “those people”. After a few minutes of trying to address her prejudice to no avail. She left our Church for an all white fellowship that was permanently on the North side of town.  So what did the leadership do?

Vs. 2-6 What we see is that this complaint traveled quickly up the ladder to the 12 apostles & they called for a general meeting. May I just suggest to you that this is great wisdom. So what was the solution:

a. Vs. 2 Heard the complaint: Don’t pass over this to quickly. These guys did not say, “Hey it will all blow over!” No these men were men of action & first & foremost they wanted the believers to know that they knew of the situation. 

b. Vs. 2 Set priorities: The apostles expressed their need to maintain faithfulness to their main calling, “the word of God”. The words, “serve tables” in the Greek is not just a place where food was set instead it describes a table used to exchange money. In other words the apostles recognized that their main ministry was not administrate but rather it was the teaching of the Word of God. It is far to great a danger for Pastor’s to get all caught up in the running of the Church instead of the feeding of the sheep. Simply put a good pastor is not a businessman he is rather a rancher! Now that does not mean that they are never to do anything besides study, pray & teach. What it means is that no matter what they do it should never be at the expense of prayer & the Word! Why? Well because my main job is to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, (Eph. 4:11-12). Simply put I’m to get you all involved in serving Christ. D.L. Moody once said, “It is better to put ten men to work then to do the work of ten men!”  

c. Vs. 3 Delegate responsibilities: Here they were saying, “If you are not apart of the solution then you are apart of the problem!” Do you see that? They told them, “Get involved!” The Church does not need people whose sole job is to point out problems. No it needs people whose sole job is fix the problem. “Hey, Pastor Dale are you aware of such & such?” “Well I was just wondering what you are going to do about it?”  Now if you come to me saying something like this get ready for me to say, “The question is not what am I going to do about it, rather the question is what are you going to do about it?” If God has made you aware of the problem it is because He wants you to be part of the solution. 

May I just take the opportunity right now this morning to say something to you all? Most Sundays after I’m through teaching people come up to me & express their appreciation for the teaching of the Word & it encourages me greatly. Yet with that said if it was not for my wife, Tom, Nancy, the elders, deacons, Sunday school, worship, etc. I could not have the time to prepare this message. So you can come to me & show your appreciation but please don’t forget to come to those that faithfully serve. So go up to Butch or Carlos & say, “Man, I just want to thank you for the message today it really spoke to my heart!” Finally I want to challenge the rest of you who are not involved in serving the body, hey why not be a blessing to someone? 

Vs. 3 Here The apostles give the charge of overseeing the selection of seven men to the body at large. Again note the wisdom, the body would be the best ones to recognize those that they wanted to serve, So all the apostles do is suggest four characteristics of what the servants should be. 

They should be men:

1. From among you: Now I think this carries with it two ideas,

a. They must be born again Christians. Above all they must have a relationship with Jesus. All to often Churches have placed in leadership the professional businessman who has little or no walk with Jesus. The Church needs, above education & experience, folks who have demonstrated the priority of placing Jesus first & others second in their lives. 

b. They ought ot be from the local body: Not only should they be believers their faith in Christ ought to have been demonstrated to the local Church body. It is always a good practice to raise to look within the walls of the Church for the leaders of the Church. Hire within your own ranks when ever possible. If the Church is a healthy Church then it is equipping believers to serve from with in. I’ve got to tell you as I look over this little Church & see those who are serving everyone of them has come from this little group & other Church in town would love to have them serving on their body. 

2. Good reputation: They must be people of integrity, above reproach. These folks are those that I can point to & say, “Hey follow their example!” I love talking to those who know our leadership outside of Church because hands down they always say what great people they are. I mean I would love to have them as my neighbors, “You all don’t have any cats do you?” By the way as we continue to grow in numbers the leadership team has to grow as well in numbers so it my prayer that many of you will fill those future roles.

3. Full of the Holy Spirit: The word “full” means, “to be controlled by”. The servant of the Lord must be controlled by the Holy Spirit & not the desires of the flesh. The person who is to lead & serve people must be a person who seeks to follow & serve the Lord! Now this speaks to me that they needed to be spiritually minded.  

4. Full of wisdom: If the above is spiritually minded then this refers to the  practical application. That is able to apply spiritual & biblical truth to everyday life situations. I love hanging around Ranger Jim, now He is continually in the Word as of lately, but you know what the man just drips with wisdom in everyday life. 

Now look at what they go on to say , “whom we may appoint over this business”. Did you see that? “You catch em well clean em!” The final decision was up to the apostles not the congregation. Remember, “God does not call the qualified, He qualifies the called!”  

Vs. 4 Again look at the priorities of the apostles & it ought to be my priorities as well, continually praying & the ministry of the Word! That is my main job, but again it is all the rest who serve that ought to be thanked as well for without them I would be consumed with other things. This time they add prayer to the ministry of the word. Anyone who would teach the word ought to first pray it into his life. 

Vs. 5-6 Here we are given the roster of the seven men they choose & you will notice not a Hebrew name among them. Now that does not mean that they were all Hellenists, but they were all certainly going by their Greek names. Now what is cool here is that they handled the prejudices of the people without compromising principals. Again I see the wisdom of God here, I mean you have some complaining about unfairness in a situation so what do you do? Well, you give them the keys to the bus man. Why? Because when you do this you will see if they have a character to serve or are just a troublemaker! 

a. Steven: We are going to be reading more about him over the next few chapters. His name means crown, but it’s not the “royal crown” worn by those who inherit the throne it’s the “victors crown” worn by those who have run the race to win. He becomes the first of those whom according to Rev. 2:10 who was “faithful until death, and given you the crown of life.” 

b. Phillip: He is going on to become an evangelist in Samaria then he preaches to the Ethiopian & Word of God comes to Africa. He will father four daughters & all of them are going to be prophetesses. What is cool is to see how these first two men who are just servants, table waiters end up being used to spread the word of God all over the world.  

c. Prochorus (Proc-ur-us): Church history tells us that he later became an assistant under the apostle John & after his death went on to be a prominent  leader in the Church. 

d. Nicanor (Ni-ca-nor): His name means victorious but we know nothing of him.

e. Timon (Ty-mon): His name means worthy.

f. Parmenas (Par-men-us): Again Church history tells us that he was martyred in Philippi & was a leader there. 

g. Nicolas: His name means victory over the people. Some have sought to make him the father of Heresy called the doctrine of the Nicolaitan’s but there is no real evidence of this.  

Vs. 6 So they brings these guys before the apostles for conformation. But look at this order if you will, “when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.” So? Well a lot of time we appoint leaders to their position before we pray & seek God to see if they are the right person. Perhaps we are far better off seeking the Lord before we ever lay hands on them? In fact Paul warned the young Pastor Timothy not to, “lay hands on anyone hastily”. Pastor Chuck has long said that, “It is easier to get a man into a position in the Church then it is to get them out!" 

Vs. 7 At any rate the out come was incredible:

a. The Word of God spread: Because of the work of these seven taking care of the needs of the people the apostles were freed up to teach the word. Hey is that your desire to see Gods Word spread through out our area? Maybe you’re not sure what you can do to help facilitate that because God has not called you to teach the Bible. May I just say that as you serve here at Calvary Chapel you enable me to “Spread the Word of God”. Soon we will have our radio station up & going & we will need many of your to step up & serve. Your tithes help spread the word of God, so all that we do working together in which each persons gifts flows furthers the spread of Gods word.

b. Number of the disciples multiplied: Not just converts or church attendees but students of Jesus. At the teaching of the Word of God the body of Christ grew more in love with the Lord. Do you see this? This is the key to Church growth & ministry expansion, the simple expository teaching of the Word of God. The words, “spread & increased” are in a tense in the Greek that means “continuously”. 

c. And a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith: Wow did you hear what Luke is saying? There were some 8000 Jewish priests attached to serving at the temple & great many of them became true believers. These men had to be of a certain class of people, not everybody could just be a priest. In other words those who were devoted to a religious lifestyle abandoned it for a life in Christ. And all of this was because the body of Christ stepped up to the plate & appointed servants to meet various needs of the body.
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II.) Vs. 8-15 Earning a crown

III.) Vs. 7:1-8 The land & Abraham

IV.) Vs. 9-16 The Land & Jacob
I.) Intro.
Luke having shown the tactics of satan against the Church, PERSECUTION, CORRUPTION, DISSENSION, again shows how God can & does use these to further His work in the world. You will recall how the fleshly prejudices that existed outside the Church were carried into the Church which could have led to a split over the distribution of funds & food. But God’s wisdom prevailed & servants were appointed to oversee this ministry. 


Having been given a general description of the inward characteristics of the servants, (6:3-7) Luke now takes us to how these characteristics operated in the life of Stephen. Over the next six chapters Luke’s focus is going to be on the transition of Christianity as a sect of Judaism to that of the “great commission” (Matt. 28:19) which is “Going & making disciples of all the nations”. Luke’s going to show us that to fulfill God’s plan it is going to take the right MEN & the right MESSAGE! Now at the end of chapter six we are going to be given a more detailed look at the inward character of the men God would use to reach the world. Then in chapter seven we will focus in on the message they proclaimed. 

Having read this passage several times this week I’m amazed at it’s brilliance in light of the fact that Christianity is only two to three years old & Stephen younger in the Lord then that. I suppose I should not be surprised in light of Jesus’ promise in Luke 12:11-12 “when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” There is a word that we use to describe the Stephen’s speech, “apologetics” which means, “to speak in defense of something”. In 1 Peter 3:15 we are told to “be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” So “apologetics has two parts to it:

a. “Give a defense”: Defending the faith against those who would attack it.

b. “A reason for the hope that is in you”: Presenting the truths of Christianity to unbelievers.

Stephen does both of these in chapter 7 in what is perhaps the greatest example of “apologetics” in the Bible! 

II.) Vs. 8-15 Earning a crown

Vs. 8 Now Luke focuses in on one of these servants, Stephen. First we are told four qualities that made up his Character. Did you get that? Before the Lord speaks of a mans deeds He always places his works under the work of the Holy Spirit as seen in his character! Simply put, “Measure a mans character not by his deeds, but rather measure his deeds by his character!”

a. Vs. 5 Full of faith: CONTROLLED BY THE WORD OF GOD. The word “full” means to be controlled by. Steven was a guy that was controlled by his trust in God & His Word. As we saw in 5:13 concerning the early Church, & thus with Stephen, who was a guy who was a professional Christian not just a hobbyist. God was controlling his life, as 1 Cor. 6:19-20 says, “you are not your own, for you were bought at a price”. 

b. Vs. 5 Full of the Holy Spirit: CONTROLLED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD. Not only was he a man who was controlled by his trust in God, the Holy Spirit gave him the will to obey it in his life. So Stephen trusted in the Word of God & submitted to the leading of the Spirit of God. He was a guy who not only knew the Word he ordered his life around it! 

c. Vs. 8 Full of Grace: CONTROLLED BY THE GRACE OF GOD. That’s how the N.I.V. puts it. The word means “spiritual charm”. Thus nothing controlled Stephen’s temperament except grace. In fact as we shall see he will be gracious even at his death. How? Well because he allowed God to control his life. Or if you will, long before the stones of hatred took his life Stephen had died to himself. Paul would latter state it this way in Gal. 2:20; “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”     

d. Vs. 8 Full of Power: CONTROLLED BY THE POWER OF GOD! Wow what a incredible combination is it not? May I just say that if you are not controlled by the Word of God, you will not be controlled by the Spirit of God & that will mean that you will not be controlled by the grace of God & the power of God!

People wonder why we are not more effective for the Kingdom today? Well, it’s right here in the qualities seen in Stephen. Look at the balance he was:

a. Godward: “Trusting in the word of God, yielding to the spirit of God.”

b. Manward: “Gracious towards other, manifesting power to help them.”

Did you notice that Steven is also doing signs & wonders, so it was not just the apostles that God used this way. In fact the key to God’s doing the miraculous in your life is seen in the above four things. So don’t be blaming it on the end of the apostolic age or something it is that we have not allowed:

a. God’s Word to guide us!

b. His Spirit to empower us!

c. His Grace to surround us!

d. His power to flow through us!  

Vs. 9-10 We are told Steven’s opposition came from the Synagogue of the freedmen. In Jewish writings it is said that there were over 480 Synagogues in Jerusalem at this time. Synagogues were meeting places where the Jewish community would come together to read the scriptures & worship. They started during the Babylonian captivity when the exiles could no longer come to the temple to worship God. Further more Luke lists for us what specific regions they were from: 

a. Freedmen: These were descendents of Jewish slaves captured by the Roman general Pompey in 63 B.C. They were taken to Rome where they were granted their freedom & formed a Jewish community.

b. Cyrenians & Alexandrians: These two names are actually two cites in North Africa. Cyrene you will recall was where Simon who carried Jesus cross was from. They both had large Jewish populations.  

c. Cilicia and Asia: These two names are Roman provinces in Asia Minor, which is now modern day Turkey. Simply put all of those listed would come under the heading “Hellenists”.

The word “disputing” does not mean to argue but rather it describes a formal debate. We are not told what they debated only the out come, “they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.”  Now if you were to look on a map you would discover that Cilicia is the region where a city by the name of Tarsus is located. And as you may well remember that it was from this city that Paul (now called Saul) was from. Yeh? Well I don’t think that it is a stretch based upon 7:58, “And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul”, that Paul was one of the fellows that debated with Stephen & could not resists the wisdom & the Spirit by which he spoke. It was not Stephen’s wisdom, logic or passion that cost Paul & the others the debate. No, it was the Spirit by which he spoke! Oh dear Christian you want to be more effective in your witness? Surrender your life to the Spirit of God! 

Vs. 11-15 So after they lose the debate with Stephen they do four things none of them good:

a. Secretly induced men to say: They prompted people & coached them to say that Stephen spoke blasphemy.

b. Stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes: Since the people were threatened they did not have a hard time to get all these opposing groups together around the phony charges.

c. Seized him, and brought him to the council: They took him with great violence.

d. Set up false witnesses: These false witnesses did not out & out lie about what Stephen said they just misrepresented what he said. 

We are told in verse 13 that they said Stephen, “did not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law.” In other words this was ot just a one time thing They claimed that Stephen was doing this all the time. 

Their misrepresentations of his words centered around two things:

a. Vs. 13, 14 The law, customs that Moses delivered to us: Against Moses, because they sited that what Stephen said was taking away the validity of the law as a standard for righteousness.

b. Vs. 13, 14 Holy place, destroy this place (temple): Against God, because he appeared to be setting aside the importance of the place of worship the temple.  

The just of their hatred against Stephen is to be found in verse 14, “Jesus of Nazareth”. Vs. 15 The charges are the same ones they laid on Jesus. It’s no wonder that Stephen looked a lot like the One he proclaimed. As far as countenance was concerned Stephen’s face was not one of evil but of love & grace. God put His face upon the face of Stephen if you will. How ironic is this? They accused Steven of speaking against Moses but as He stood there before them His face looked like Moses had after he had spent time in the presence of God on Sinai. Is it not cool that we can serve the Lord & glow? I think C. H. Spurgeon put it best when he was speaking to future pastors he said, “When you teach on heaven, let there always be a glow on your face, a gleam in your eye, & a grin on your lips. When you teach on hell, your normal face will do fine!”  

III.) Vs. 7:1-8 The land & Abraham

Vs. 1 The High Priest was most likely Caiaphas who tried Jesus a few years earlier. So at the violent arrest of Stephen the Sanhedrin was probably ready & waiting & old Caiaphas just asks Stephen, “How do you plead?”   


Now Stephen’s defense is not what you would expect from a young Christian on trial for his life in front of the highest court in the land. In fact he does not attempt to explain, apologize or doing anything that would win his acquittal. Instead his sermon, the longest recorded in the book of Acts, aims not on his release but rather theirs from the bondage of sin & pride. As an overview Stephen will point out three areas of pride that have kept Jews & specifically themselves from following God. Eight times in seven verses Stephen will identify with the three-fold pride of their forefathers by using the words, “Our fathers”. But when it comes to the three-fold pride & how it caused them to reject Jesus he says, “your fathers”, (verses 51-52). So what was this three-fold pride that caused the forefathers & themselves to reject time & again the move of God? 

1. Vs. 2-36 The Land: They evaluated their relationship with God as good, based upon the fact that they were in the land of promise. In Gen. 12:7 God had told Abram “To your descendants I will give this land.” So they determined that they were alright with God because they were still in the land. Simply put their spiritual heritage was tied their ancestry living in a land that God had blessed them with. Perhaps some today would say, “Hey, I’m ok with God my folks are Baptists from way back!” It does not matter what your ancestors were but it does matter if you are “doing the will of the Father!” 

2. Vs. 37-43 The Law: They took great pride in the fact that they had the Word of God the “the law”. In fact Jesus busts them on this in John 5:39 where says, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.” Perhaps today we would hear someone say, “Hey I’m ok with God I go to Church & read my Bible!” Folks, our relationship with God is not based upon our spiritual practice to Him it is based upon His devotion to us! People can do all sort of religious contortions out of rote & not from the heart! 

3. Vs. 44-50 The Temple: Lastly, they took great pride in the fact that they had a center for religious devotion. Perhaps today people would say, “Hey, I’m ok with God I go to this great glorious building & get all emotional.” It’s not where you are at that makes for a right worship, it’s who you are worshipping!  

Do you see how the pride in things can keep us from the true worship of God? 

· Instead of the Land causing them to be prideful, it ought to remind them of God’s faithfulness at keeping His promise in spite of us.

· Instead of the Law causing them to be prideful, it ought to remind them of how far short they come to God’s standard in His Word.

· Instead of the Temple causing them to be prideful, it ought to have caused them to be thankful of the opportunity they had to worship the true & living God.

Vs. 2 Stephen starts out with, & continues through verse 8, one of their greatest heroes Abraham. He reminds them of the fact that God called Abraham while he was still in a land that worship the moon.  

Vs. 3-4 Stephen says, “Yes it’s true that God called him to a land but the reason was to separate him so that Abraham could have a relationship with God. The fact that God was speaking with Abraham before & during his journey to the land shows that the land was not the source of the relationship God was!” God was with Abraham through the journey. Man does that speak to me! Its not where you are going that is important it’s WHO you are going with! Our spiritual journey is not about a destination it’s about a on going continual relationship, where every day affords you new & exciting opportunities to walk with your God! These guys took pride in the fact that they had arrived spiritually! What a bummer folks to think that right here & now we are as close to God as we can ever be!  

Vs. 5-7 Now Stephen’s next emphasis is that if God calling Abraham to the land is such a big deal then why was the only thing he ever possessed in it was a burial plot for his wife Sarah? God clearly had a relationship with Abraham & it was that relationship that the land was to symbolize. The land was forever to show Abraham’s descendents that God wanted to live amongst them. Further more while Abraham’s descendents were away from the land what happened to them? Well they were blessed. So it was not the land that was the place of blessing it was in the relationship that Abraham had with God which was as Gal. 3 puts it, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.” You see God was blessing them even while they were out side the land of promise even while they were in bondage to another nation. 

Vs. 8 Finally Stephen says, God gave Abraham & all of us a sign the cutting away of the flesh to show us how to maintain a relationship with Him. Cut away the reproduction of the energy of your old nature. Do you see that? The problem these folks were having was pride in ancestry & Stephen points out that the circumcision that they had done when they were eight days old was to reminded them to die to pride! 


So what’s the conclusion? “Its not where you dwell hat makes you special, It’s WHO you dwell with!”    

IV.) Vs. 9-16 The Land & Jacob

Vs. 9-10 Now Stephen switches to another great man from there past Joseph. Again he is still speaking to them about the land & look how many times he uses the word Egypt, six times! It is interesting the parallels that Stephen points out between Joseph & Jesus.

· Both were sold out by their brethren because of envy, (Joseph 20, Jesus 30 pieces of silver).

· Both were punished for crimes they did not commit.

· Both were favored by God.

· Both were freed from bondage. 

Vs. 11-16 The point of Stephen’s message here is that even though the brother of Joseph sold him into slavery God turned around & used that for their will being. The pride of their forefathers did not hinder the work of God. The first time they came to get grain they did not recognize Joseph but the 2nd time they came Joseph revealed himself to them. The warning is this: Don’t get prideful it only hurts your opportunity to grow in God’s blessings! Oh, the times you & I have ripped ourselves off from growing in the grace & knowledge of God because of our foolish pride! The point of this section is that God is not limited in blessing us by our location only by a hard heart!

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 6-8:4 Suffering servants

7:17-53 

“In the grip of glory” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 17-36 From bondage in bondage

III.) Vs. 37-43 Living Word in dead hearts

IV.) Vs. 44-53 A well decorated shack

I.) Intro.
Two weeks ago we left off with Stephen’s message before the Sanhedrin, which was like our supreme court. Stephen was on trial for his life & he was most likely only a year old in the Lord. He started his message out with the words, “The God of Glory appeared” & He will end his message by seeing the God of Glory as he gazed into heaven. Now the thrust of his message is using their Jewish history in which they were extremely prideful over as a basis of showing why they still were rejecting God. You see Israel was a lot like us in that they tended to over estimate the reasons for their success while down playing the reasons for their failures. Simply put they had a bad case of revisionism in terms of their ancestors. Perhaps we would call it “padding their stats”! As we have already seen their pride lay in their ancestors accomplishments as seen in three areas:

· Land (2-16, 17-36)

· Law (37-43)

· Temple (44-50)

So those old relatives that had been a part of these three things were brought to the place of superstars, but while those people accomplished much they failed to recognize that the nation (their ancestors) failed to respond to these men. So like the nation of old they to were missing the move of God in sending His only Son to be their Messiah. Through the message of Stephen God is going to bring these rulers with their pride crumbling back to earth. Have you ever experienced that yourself? 

This past weekend Donna & I got invited to a special party honoring Thomas Kincade the “painter of light”. He is probably one of the best loved & know artists in the world. He has just opened a museum in Monterey housing several million dollars of his original works & set up a foundation to help youth as well as others develop their talent in art that glorifies God! Well over a year ago when he first had this idea he was with several of his assistants painting the old Monterey courthouse in a style known as “plinair” which is quite different then the paintings most of us associate with him. Well anyway these two elderly ladies came up to watch him paint for awhile, when one of the sweet ladies leaned over to him & said, “You know your not to bad at this, if you keep practicing at this you might one day get good at it.” Thomas was very polite to her & thanked her for complement. This made her all the more bold as she began to instruct him on where to add color, quite pleased with herself she again made an attempt at a complement by saying, “You know what, you keep at this & one day you may be able to even sell one of your paintings.” “Well you know”, said Thomas, “I have actually sold several of my paintings already, in fact some of them have even gone to print.” “You mean you make a living at this, she asked?” “Yes I do”, replied Thomas. “Well you know I have a favorite artiest & have several of his prints on my walls at home, perhaps you have heard of him, Thomas Kincade?” Now by this time the assistants could not stand it any longer & they leaned over to the lady & said, “Miss, um, this is Thomas Kincade!” Puzzled by this new revelation she got close to Thomas looked at him real good then again looked at the painting she had instructed him in & said, “No way!”  

II.) Vs. 17-36 From bondage in bondage

Vs. 17-19 In the first 16 verses Stephen spoke of the land in reference to Abraham to Joseph. His points were:

· “Its not where you dwell that makes you special, It’s WHO you dwell with!”

· “God is not limited in blessing us by our location only by a hard heart!”

So in these three verse he takes us to another stage in Israel’s history, “the time of promise” You will find that time of promise in Gen. 15:13-14 where God tells Abraham, “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” God is going to fulfill the promise of giving the land to his offspring. What is interesting is that by the time this took place all of the patriarchs were dead. So? Well if the land was what made them special then why did they never live to see it? Israel put way to much importance on the “holy land”. Yes it was the land promised by God & given to them as an inheritance but they had began to worship the land rather then the giver of the land. Is it not amazing how we Christians start worshiping the “things” God gives us to the point that they become a greater source of worship then the Lord? I mean we get all caught up in our possessions & all, then we end up being possessed by our possessions! 


God had not forgotten His promise in fact He blessed the nation more in the land of bondage then He had in the land of promise as they “grew & multiplied in Egypt” from 75 to over 2 million. It was the fear of Pharaoh that he could no longer control the Jews that led to his policy of killing all the male babies. 

Vs. 20-28 Now Stephen is going introduce another one their ancestors that they took pride in Moses. In doing this Stephen speaks of Moses life in 40-year periods.

· Vs. 20-28 From birth to 40. Here we see Moses as deliver, but even in this Stephen is careful to show Moses failures as he spent the first 40 years becoming something. A good looking baby hidden for 3 months, then brought up in Pharaoh’s house, educated in the ways of the Egyptians & mighty in words & deeds. But Moses felt a call on his life at 40 & wanted to help his own people. You remember the story, as he sees the suffering of his people at the hands of the Egyptians he tries to do the work of God in the energy of the flesh & all that happens is that someone dies. The next day he thinks that he accomplished some thing for God & he sees two Jews fight & this time instead of being a deliver he tries his hand a being a reconciler attempting to bring the two combatants together. They don’t receive Moses’ attempt & question him as to whom made him boss. It is evident by their statement that they don’t respect his authority based upon his previous action. Hey, folks there are a big difference in Moses at this time & Jesus. Moses was willing to kill someone to accomplish his call & Jesus was willing to die to himself to accomplish His call. The people rejected Moses to be ruler & judge over them though now they esteemed him. Yet, now they were denying Jesus as ruler & judge over them as well. 

· Vs. 29-36 From 40 to 80. Now the next 40 years Moses spends in gentile lands thinking he was nothing. So over the next 40 more years Moses gets married has two boys & changes careers from prince to shepherd. Then Stephen says at the end of the 2nd 40 year period God comes to him, (30-34). Notice how God speaks to Moses, “I have seen, I have heard, I have come” (verse 34). You see Moses had 40 years earlier “seen, heard & killed”, now God says, that He has seen, heard, & come so Moses must go! You see it took 40 years to work on the heart of Moses so that he would GO in the strength of the Lord not in his own strength. Now again if the land was so important as the meeting place of God then why did he meet with Moses while he was in Midian? So Moses had failed, the people had failed but God was faithful to the promise he made. Stephen is showing a pattern in the human heart in the history of their forefather’s Spiritual pride & ignorance has consistently caused them to reject God’s deliverance. The patriarch’s rejected their brother Joseph but God was faithful. Then the Israelites rejected Moses but the 2nd time they follow him reluctantly only after God had worked signs & wonders in Egypt, the Red Sea & during the wilderness.     

III.) Vs. 37-43 Living Word in dead hearts

Stephen now further shows how their forefathers rejected those that God had sent by showing that they rejected Moses in the third 40-year period as LAWGIVER. 

· Vs. 37-43 From 80 to 120. This is the last 40 years of Moses life where God shows Moses that He can only do something through nothings. Now you will remember that in chapter 6:11-13 that they had accused Stephen of speaking blaspheme against Moses, (verse 11) & the Law, (verse 13). They made this claim because Stephen had spoken so much about Jesus. So in this section we see how Stephen answers their pride because of the law by using three points:

1. Vs. 37-38 By quoting Deut. 18:15. “Hey, Moses himself spoke of God raising up another prophet like him.” So they could not claim that God’s truth & plan was limited to Moses alone as the Sadducees believed. So the same guy they so honored as the one who brought forth the “living oracles” is the same one who said that God was going to bring another like him. Do you get his point? You received his words but you don’t receive the One whom his words foretold?  

2. Vs. 39-40 Second point Stephen uses is that their forefathers had rejected Moses even after God had showed them that Moses was the anointed deliver. So it was not Stephen who was disobeying the law & rejecting Moses it was rather them as they were doing just what their father’s had done in not obeying the first two commandments of the law. Do you see his point? Moses & the Law, in which they held in such high regard that they were accusing him of blaspheming, did not keep their forefathers from making the same mistake as they were doing by rejecting the “Living Word”. 

3. Vs. 41-43 Even after the 2nd time God had Moses go up the hill to receive the Law as well as the sacrificial system the people still fell into pride & the worship of idols. Stephen quotes Amos to support this fact of their history. The worship of the calf of Egypt at the foot of Mount Sinai led God to give them over to that which they wanted to worship. The prophet reveals that what the Israelites had really been doing in the wilderness was offering sacrifices to idols while having a pretense of doing so before the Lord. They were all the while worshipping at “Molech” the god of prosperity & pleasure. They also worshiped before the Babylonian captivity their god for Saturn. Now we are not sure what that entailed other then it must have been real bad as the Jews latter used that name to mean abomination. So God said you want to worship the gods of Babylon then I’ll send you there for 70 years tell they got sick of it.    

They accused Stephen of blaspheme & they were the ones by their very actions & pride that were blaspheme. So what’s the point? Well, it is not having a Bible that makes you right before God it is obedience to it! 

IV.) Vs. 44-53 A well decorated shack

Vs. 44-50 Stephen now moves to the last issue of pride that they had the temple. They had also accused him of blaspheme the temple, (6:13). The first thing he does is show that in the beginning God was not concerned about its location. In fact the directions of how to build it made it completely mobile. Wherever they went He was with them, God sowed them that the place of the heart was more important then where the tent of meeting was pitched. The temple or tabernacle showed them that God wanted to be with them every where they went even when they went into the land of promise occupied by the gentiles. God would root out them because He was with them. The tabernacle remained movable for over 400 years until the time of David. God never asked for a temple to be built it was David that did that. It is not the temple that is great but God, is Stephens’s argument! No building is ever big enough to hold God, that’s not what God wants anyway. Were in the presence of God every moment of every day, all that any building does is facilitate service it is never to be seen as the “house of God”. Solomon understood this even though God allowed him to build the temple when he declared, “Will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27).  

Vs. 51-53 If they had not been all that sure that Stephen was talking about them he is going to make sure they get the pint now. Eight times the Old testament refers to the Jews as stiff-necked. The term describes a person’s refusal to bow down before the Lord. In other words Stephen calls them prideful. In Jeremiah 9:26 he says that “all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.” You see Israel had refused to surrender it’s heart & therefore it’s ears to the truth & so they were blaspheming One far more important then the temple, the law, or the land them were going against the Holy Spirit! They had committed an even far worse act then had their forefathers had who had killed God’s messengers who testified of the Jesus they had actually killed God’s only Son. 


Man what a horrible thing pride is! It is the most dangerous thing known by man & every one of us battles it. Look at how Stephen distance himself for the final act of rebellion by saying (you = 4 times & your = 2 times), in these three verses. Maybe your hear today & you have been hard hearted & prideful don’t get made just surrender your heart to the truth of the person of Jesus.     

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

Chp. 6-8:4 Suffering servants

7:54-8:4 

“Dying to speak about Jesus” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 7:54-56 Being full of the Holy Spirit

III.) Vs. 57-60 Even the rocks will cry out

IV.) Vs. 8:1-4 Shattered & scattered

I.) Intro.

This past Friday night my daughter Nicole reached a milestone in her life as she graduated from Merced High. As her father I’m extremely proud of her. As I listened to all the speeches from the students, there were several themes carried out. The fun they had during their Merced High years, hope for the future & yes the thought if their lives mattered. It got me to think does your or my life leave an impact?        

As we come now to the end of the life of Stephen we are prone to call this the martyrdom of him. I think we Christians describe martyrs as those that were willing to die for Jesus. The truth of the matter is that a martyr is not a person who died for Jesus but rather it is all about how they lived. What? Think about it, a martyr speaks about how a person so lived their lives that even at death this world could not hold them down. You know the longer I’m a Christian & the older I get the more I begin to think about how one day I will be brought into the presence of my Lord. Oh dear saints that ought to cause you to live differently. 

Hey, may I have your attention for a moment? If you or I were to go home with the Lord what impact would that have on those we left behind in the world? I mean would your or my life be remembered in such away that it would be a continual testimony to the person & work of Christ? I read this quote from a book by Elisabeth Elliot, widow of missionary Jim Elliot, whose life was taken along with four others on January 8th 1956 by the Auca Indians in an Ecuadorian jungle. In one of his many journal entries he wrote this down, “When it comes time to die, make sure that all you have left to do is die!” Off the coast of Italy a young naval officer had been involved in an accident at sea. As he floated alone on a raft he pondered his mortality & these very words that he had read in the newspaper article about their death stuck in his heart. He prayed to God for he realized that he had more to do for God then to die. How about it are you & I ready to so live that we would be called a martyr?  

II.) Vs. 7:54-56 Being full of the Holy Spirit

Vs. 54-56 In this section Luke quotes the three final sentences of Stephen while he was still on earth, (verses 56, 59, 60). In the first sentence he speaks of Jesus to those about ready to kill him, in the final two he speaks to Jesus about his readiness to be with Him & for forgiveness to those who have just killed him. I personally can think of no better way to leave this world then to end it by speaking of Jesus & to Jesus! 


Luke graphically describes Stephens’s assassins as, “cut to the heart” & “gnashing at him with their teeth.” The words “cut to the heart” mean to saw in half. Simply put Stephen’s words ripped apart their religion veneer & they in turn acted as wild beasts literally snarling at him. Now lets not forget that Stephen is before the religious elite of his day. What a contrast between Stephen with his relationship with Jesus & the self-righteous religious. Stephen is said to look like Jesus with a face of an angel, (6:16) they look like, well hell! Seven different times Jesus describes hell as a place of gnashing of teeth. Look again at those words of verse 55! Truth! You can’t handle the truth! As the line in the movie goes. How about it, do you react more like the religious or Stephen when confront by truth? How was Stephen able to maintain such an right on attitude? Well, he was a supper saint knew Greek & Hebrew fluently. No, we do not have to guess as we are told over & over that he was a man controlled by the Holy Spirit. May I make a statement that may freak you out a bit? Both Stephen & the religious folks were acting possessed, but they were possessed by to opposite things, which caused exact opposite responses. Oh, to God that more of us would be possessed by the Holy Spirit!


And what does Stephen full of the Holy Spirit see? Well he sees, “The Son of Man STANDING at the right hand of God.” Many times we are told of Jesus sitting at the right hand of the Father, (Matt. 26:64, Col. 3:1, Eph. 1:20) to mention a few but here Stephen gets a fresh glimpse of God’s glory in heaven & sees his risen Lord STANDING. Is that not cool or what?

· Stephen is confessing Jesus before men so Jesus is confessing Stephen before God. 

· Stephen is in a moment of crises in his life & Jesus is standing at attention. Psalm 116:15 says, “Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.” 

· Stephen is seeing Jesus His Lord who he so lived for & now was about to die for stand to give him a standing ovation. Stephen, who’s name mean a victors crown is ready for his coronation. 

Now what I really like is that which Stephen saw he proclaims. Can you imagine the look on his face as he gazed up into heaven & saw Jesus their waiting for him? “Hey, did you guys see that? It’s Jesus & he is standing at the right hand of the Father.” Have you ever known a Christian who so lived their life for Jesus that when you are around them you feel like they are continually in the presence of Jesus? I’ve got to tell you that they make my day! Man did this ever bust their chops, I mean Jesus had claimed to them that He would be at the right hand of the Father & Stephen says, “Yep, there He is alright!”   

III.) Vs. 57-60 Even the rocks will cry out

Vs. 57-59 Now that last statement before them was more then they could handle. Stephen looked up into heaven while the religious look down at Stephen. Pride had been their problem as Stephen had pointed out to them & now they are going to demonstrate it. Hey you know what you can see in the history of these fellows a progression of pride:

a. At the death of John the Baptist they did nothing & allowed him to be beheaded by Herod. In doing so they sinned against God the Father who sent him.

b. Then at the death of Jesus they asked Pilate to kill Jesus for them. In doing so they sinned against God the Son.

c. Now here they disregard Roman law, which forbid the Jews of capital punishment. They disregard the fact that they could not execute a criminal on the same day of his trial. In doing so they sinned against the Holy Spirit Who had filled him to speak of Jesus. 

Folks, watch out for pride! You start out by just turning the other way when wrongs are being done. Then when you harden your heart still more in pride you get involved by in wrong doing by chuckling at others while they do it. Lastley, you progress to the pint in pride where you are actively pursuing wrong! Now notice how their three actions taken against Stephen mimicked their spiritual condition:

They did not want to listen.

a. Vs. 57 They stopped their ears: Faith comes by hearing & hearing by the Word of God, so they did not like the truth & like a child who does not want to hear what is being said they plugged their ears. Look at what that led to:

1. Cried out with a loud voice: Do you see that? Well they did not want to hear what God said so they shouted so they could only hear what they said. That is always what pride will do does it not? I mean you get in an argument with someone & pretty soon the voices start getting louder so that you don’t’ have to listen to what the other is saying. Sometimes people think if they say something long enough & loud enough it will actually become true. 

2. They ran at Him with one accord: The word here run is the same one used to describe the demonic pigs that ran into the sea & drown. It also is used of Luke to describe the crowed that rushed the theater at Ephesus. They were religiously insane. Hey, if you want to silence the truth yell if that doesn’t work act crazy, out of control you know!   

They were out side of a relationship.      

b. Vs. 58 They cast him out side the city. Stephen had proclaimed to them that they were outside of a relationship with God. So they cast him out. 

They were spiritually dead.

c. Vs. 59 They stoned Stephen. They were dead spiritually so they were going to kill Stephen. 

Now we are told that stoning was a particular awful way to die. They would take a person to a cliff that was twice the height of a man. Then while he was not looking someone would push him into the hole. Then those who were the ones to testify against him would take a large bolder & throw it at his chest from about 15 feet. If that did not kill him then the next witness would aim for his head. After that then all there would start throwing rocks until he was dead. So here we are told that the witnesses of 6:13-14 lay off their outer garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. This is our first introduction to Saul who is said to be a “young man” literally a man in his prime. Now we know that he was a voting member of the Sanhedrin. What blows my mind is how Stephen’s death will be used to change Saul’s life. Paul would later in his own defense say (22:17-21), “Lord, they know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You.   'And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.” 

Vs. 59-60 Here then are the final two statements Stephen makes this side of heaven.

a. The first recorded here is telling of his readiness to go home to be with Jesus. So how about it, are you ready as Stephen?

b. The Last is Stephen interceding on behalf of his killers. Is that radical or what? And you know what? God heard the prayer of Stephen & touched the life of Saul! So when you get into heaven make sure you thank Stephen for Paul! Man think of the fellowship those tow are having now! Hey, I like what G. Campbell Morgan said; “Stephen was a martyr before they stoned him.” 

Folks, the question is not are you willing to die for Jesus. No the question is are you willing to LIVE for him. Dying for Him is going to be easy; it’s the living that I have a problem with! Folk’s you & I have one life as an opportunity to impact the world with the life of Jesus so how about it? Paul would later challenge the Church at Rome to be “living sacrifices!” 


Look at how the good Dr. describes Stephen’s death, even as horrible as it was he says that Stephen, “fell asleep”. Did you get that? Paul would later say in 1 Cor. 15:54-55, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is your sting?” As a Christian it does not matter the way you fall asleep you are still going to awake in the presence of God. The story is told of a couple who wanted to send a flower arrangement to a friend who owned a business that just changed locations. Well when the friend got the arrangement he was surprised to find the words from his friends that said, “Sorry to hear about your loss.” Confused by this he gave them a call to find out what the cryptic saying meant. Well the flowers were from them alright but the saying had gotten mixed up by the florist. Quickly they called where they purchased the flowers but it was to late the card had already been delivered to the mortuary with, you guessed it the words, “Congratulations on your new home.” Hey, for a Christian that it perfect is it not? Send some flowers to Donna when I go with those words!   

IV.) Vs. 8:1-4 Shattered & scattered

Vs. 1 Now the Church was devastated at the loss of Stephen. They had forgotten the words of Jesus that they were to be His witnesses in Judea, Samaria & to the ends of the earth. Preferring to stay in Jerusalem. So for three years they stay in Jerusalem, until this event. 


So God allows Saul to vote for the death of Stephen & all looks lost as this just inspires Saul all the more. But you know what all it did was blow air onto a burning fire scattering the embers every where. 

Vs. 2 Further more even non-Christians became more open to the truth as they openly defied the religious leaders by openly weeping for a condemned man. You see the life of Christ as seen in Stephen’s death was at work.

Vs. 3 Saul set out to destroy the Church & no one was safe including women. We are told in Acts 26:11 that he, “punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.” Did you get that? He threatened some of them & forced them to renounce Jesus. Hey, you think God can’t forgive what you have done? You think that you have committed the unpardonable sin? Well, evidently Paul had not as God forgive Him 7 changed his life. So? Well that means if you will allow Jesus He will change your life as well!

Vs. 4 Look at this! There is a distribution problem in the Church, a bottle neck if you will. To many believers in one spot & a need to reach the world. So what is God going to do? Well He allows persecution to drive the believers back to where they came & everywhere they go they tell folks about Jesus. May I just say that we wanted to go where no one else was at when we started looking for a spot to build. Every body moving closer to where the college is going to be at. That’s Ok but I want to go where there is not a Church down the street. Now what we find out when the Lord is moving us no matter how He does so that He will already have been there before us preparing the soil, watering the crop, so that He can bring in an increase. So maybe your job is ending & you have to get a new job, hey sounds like God is at work. The place were we live is just not big enough. You get the picture? I love the fact that every day in Christ is a brand new day with great opportunities for our growth in Him & His growth in the world we live so how about us be ready to LIVE for Jesus? Your live been shattered lately? You’ve been scattered around a lot? Well wherever you go shattered & scattered do so telling everyone about Jesus!  

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
II.) Chp. 8:5-12:25 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”

Chp. 8:5-9:31 Out of the comfort zone

8:5-25 

“Majesty verses magic” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 5-8 Great joy in the city

III.) Vs. 9-13 A weed in the garden

IV.) Vs. 14-25 How much for the Holy Spirit?

I.) Intro.

Now you will remember that two weeks ago we left off with the death of Stephen. I’ve thought about that phrase a lot over the last week & perhaps we have it all wrong? You see I kind of think what the last four verses of chapter seven reveal is not how Stephen died but rather the way in which he entered life. As a matter of fact the old Stephen had died the moment he received Jesus. 

Then in the first four verses of chapter eight we are introduced again to a man who will be used of God powerfully, Saul of Tarsus. The immediate effect of the persecution of the Hellenists  “Greek cultured Jews” was verses four; “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.” The long-term effect of this is, the chief man that is doing the persecution is going to become one with those that he had been persecution & advance the gospel the ends of the earth. Now let me get this straight; “The Sanhedrin (highest court of the day) silences the voice of Stephen that was upsetting a city, but in so doing they launched a missionary effort that would eventually upset the world!” One author put it this way; “Persecution is the wind that carries the embers of the gospel to the world!” Do you get the picture that God is so far out in front of satan & his bunch? The next time you’re having a rotten day remember that won’t you. Perhaps God is doing a work that you don’t see? In the little book of Habakkuk God says something to the prophet who had been shown the pending doom by the Babylonians to Judah because of the pride of her heart. Right there in the 5th verses of chapter 1, before God reveals to him the destruction & captivity of the nation. God says to Habakkuk, “Look among the nations and watch; Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days Which you would not believe, though it were told you.” Is that not great? I mean the events of our lives blow us out & yet God is working a work that even if He told you personal you would not believe it. 

II.) Vs. 5-8 Great joy in the city

Vs. 5 The word “then” is one of those timing words. It tells us that at the same time that the Hellenistic believers were being scattered, preaching the word as they went; God was sending Philip to Samaria, (one of the seven men selected along with Stephen as a servant back in chapter six). Why Samaria? Why Philip? 

I just came back from the pastor’s conference where Calvary pastors from all over the world were gathered. One of the most interesting things for me is to listen to the stories of why & how God got them to the cities they now serve in. I’ve got to tell you watching God work in history is a hobby of mine it fascinates me. So here are a few details that may help to answer the above two questions. 

· Samaria was the result of the divided kingdom sometime after the reign of Solomon. In fact we are told in 1 Kings 16:24 that it was the first capital of the Northern Kingdom which was made up of all the ten tribes except for Judah & Benjamin. Simply put Samaria existed as a result of a split! So what does God always like to do with those that are separated? Does He not leave the 99 & go after the one? 

· Samaria was spiritual lost & culturally lost. They had endured over 150 years of idolatry so God gave them over to an idolatrous nation, “Assyria”. Now what’s interesting is the practice of the Assyrian’s when they conquered a nation. You see they would deport all the wealthy & influential people back to Assyria leaving only the lower class remnant. Then they would take a bunch of folks from other countries in which they had conquered & move them in. So? Well effectively this would destroy the culture as they would then enter marry with the other nations brought in. And indeed the Samaritans were bunch of half breads culturally & religiously. 

· Further more the Jews & the Samaritans hated each other. When the Jews came back to repopulate the land after the Babylonian captivity & under the direction of Ezra & Nehemiah started to rebuild Jerusalem & the temple they refused to let the Samaritans help them. So they built their own temple on Mount Gerizim.  

· Now God had begun to bridge this gap by sending his Son to them. 

a. Back in John 4:4 as Jesus departed from Judea on his way to Galilee he told His disciples that, “He needed to go through Samaria.” Wow, how that must of tripped these boy’s out. “Samaria, Samaria, have you been in the sun to long!” You see the Jews would rather go the opposite direction rather then go through Samaria. 

b. Jesus had already started verbally to change their hearts concerning the Samaritan’s. In Luke 10 Jesus instead of telling racial jokes about the Samaritan’s, (“You heard the one about the Samaritan that went into a bar”), told a story making the Samaritan the good guy, (Good Samaritan). 

c. Then in Luke 17 as Jesus passed again through Samaria He came to a village where there were 10 lepers, (you remember the story?) All of them were cleansed but only the Samaritan fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. 

d. Then of coarse there is the familiar story in John 4 that we have already eluded to as Jesus went to Samaria & meet up with the Samaritan woman at the well. 

e. Now the obvious change of heart that Jesus had towards the Samaritans is no more obvious then when in John 8:48 the religious leaders accuse Him of being a Samaritan. 

So where am I going with this? Well it’s easy, God wants to restore that which is split, lost, & hated. And here is where it gets radical, he wants to use those who have been the ones that they are split, lost & hated from. 

Folk’s six years has gone by since Jesus did His work in Samaria. So what has been going on down there? Well we know that in John 4 the women at the well “left her waterpot, went back into the city, and said to the men, "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" Then they went out of the city and came to Him.” Further more we are told that, “many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified.” In fact they urged Him to stay with them and He stayed there two days longer & many more believed because of His own word. Yeh? Well no doubt there began to be a following there in Samaria. 

So the problem was not the Samaritans it was those that He was going to get to do the job, His disciple’s. Remember they are the ones that upon returning with some food found Jesus talking to the women & “marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?” Why did they not say anything? Because they knew that His heart was to reach the Samaritan’s but that was not their heart so He says to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know. My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” 

You see the problem in not in changing the hearts of sinners, no it’s in changing the hearts of His servants! This is no more better illustrated then in the 9th chapter of Luke where Jesus, sent messengers before Him into a village of the Samaritans, but they would not receive Him. And when James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?” But Jesus rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them.” Folk’s it took six years for them to be ready & what’s funny is that God is going to send John down with the fire of the Holy Spirit & He’s going to consume them in His love. So God sends a saved Hellenistic Jew named Philip who understood what it meant to be hated, simply because you are from a different culture. And Philip the servant became Philip the evangelist. How? I submit to you that God had allowed circumstances to come into his life that transformed him, you see he could relate! Perhaps you have been wondering why that guy or gal has not been responding to the gospel & you been praying that God might change their heart, may I suggest that you change your prayer to include God changing your heart? Prayer is not about changing God’s heart or someone else’s heart it is about changing my heart!

Vs. 6-8 Now I love this section because Luke outlines three marks of the work of effective ministry in Philip there in Samaria.

a. Vs. 6 Truth that draws: It says, “the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip.” The Word of God spoken by Philip literally “held their mind” not tickled their ears. There was substance to what he was saying that caused them to sit up & pay attention. What Philip preached we are told here was threefold:

1. Vs. 5 “Christ to them”: He heralded Jesus as the long awaited messiah, something that many of them had already came to believe six years earlier.  

2. Vs. 12a “Things concerning the kingdom of God”: He told them of God’s sovereign rule over who & how people will enter heaven.

3. Vs. 12b “And the name of Jesus”: Lastly he proclaimed to them that Jesus alone provides entrance into heaven through His death & resurrection.  

b. Vs. 6b-7 Power that transforms: Notice that the word held their ears & minds but truth as seen in power changed their hearts. Now how can we sum up all of what God was doing in Philip with the miracles in which he did? Well lets see in verse 7: Unclean spirits came out, those that were paralyzed & lame were healed. So when the unclean spirits came out they were DELIVERED. And when the paralyzed & lame were healed they were set FREE. So as Philip proclaimed the truth about Jesus those folks listening to him saw the effects of the truth that DELIVERS & SETS FREE those that respond to it. Those miracles were signs that the Word of God could do what Philip proclaimed it could. You see that? If God can deliver & set free in the physical world then He can do so in the spiritual world as well. So as Jesus said in John 8:36, “if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”      

c. Vs. 8 Joy in spite of circumstances: This then was the outcome of those that the word healed their minds & truth transformed their hearts, “great joy”! Did these folks stop being Samaritan’s? No, they were still going to have to deal with the same old stuff always did so the joy was in spite of circumstances. The Gospel means, “Good news” so when you hear good news what is a natural response? JOY! Hey, the hallmark of the work of God is always JOY It is the first one of the eight characteristics that describe the fruit, love.  

III.) Vs. 9-13 A weed in the garden

Vs. 9-11 Look at the little word “but” here. Now Luke is going to tell the story of Simon “but” he is contrast him against the true believers he just spoke about. And what a scary story this is. Many times people ask about who will be in heaven & what many want to know is how close do you have to get to the mark to make it in. One of my favorite T.V. shows when I was growing up was “Get Smart”. Maxwell Smart always said kind of the same things & one of his favorite sayings when being shot at was, “You missed me be this much!” Simon will forever go down in the Bible as a guy that missed heaven by 18 inches. Eighteen inches? Yeh, that’s about the distance from your head to your heart. I think there is going to be a lot of people that are going to miss heaven by only eighteen inches!   


Now Luke gives us a sketch of Simon right here in these verses:

a. Vs. 9a EXALTED HIMSELF: He was a guy that was involved in the occult for what he could get out of it. Now we know this because the word “sorcery” is not the word normally used which is the word, which means drug abuse. Instead it is the word which means magic. Simon’s sorcery was a mixture of slight of hand with superstition. He wanted to have people think he was great, that was his aim & it worked for a long time.    

b.  Vs. 9b-10 SELF DECEIVED: He was a guy that tricked himself. Simply put people thought he was someone special by his use of slight of hand & other things & even though he new it was a trick he started believing it himself. Pride is mentioned some 116 times in the Bible & it’s never associated with something good. Amazing how today we have transformed the word to be a positive virtue!  

c. Vs. 11 WIDE FOLLOWING THROUGH FAKE POWER: The length of time that he had swayed them only added to his self-delusion. For a long time they all from the least to the greatest believed him to be someone that was god like. Face the facts here Simon was the biggest name in Samaria & it was all because of what people saw him do. So? Well just because some guy has sold some books, has a crusade ministry & is very popular does not make him of God. 

d. Vs. 13 WAS A FRAUDE: He became part of the Church. Now notice this his conversion follows all of the right things to the point that Philip even baptizes him. There are three marks listed here that  we would normally associate only with true believers:

1. Vs. 13a “Simon himself also believed”: Simon made a profession of faith in Jesus. Now I’m not sure but no doubt he saw his audience & thus his popularity was slipping away to Jesus who Philip was proclaiming. How radical was this? I mean Simon had been preaching Simon for years & now Philip comes has better tricks & does not proclaim himself but Jesus instead.

2. Vs. 13a “Was baptized”: Simon not only made a profession of faith he also should an outward sign of obedience in being publicly identified with the death of Jesus. 

3. Vs. 13a “He continued with Philip”: Simon faithful attended Church. I mean he was there whenever Philip was there. There was a consistency seen in his life.   

Folk’s this could fit a lot of people could it not? Right on the heals of true conversion comes satan planting a weed in the garden. And may I just say that he was very hard spot as he looked just like the rest of the young plants. I’m told that darnel & wheat look almost the same in their early stages & it’s not until the plant become mature that you can tell that darnel has no fruit or grain.   

IV.) Vs. 14-25 How much for the Holy Spirit?

Vs. 14-17 Now is God not good or what? Do you get the picture? The work in Samaria had grown so big that the Church there in Jerusalem sends down Peter & John to check it out. They were still Jerusalem because the persecution was mainly against the Hellenistic believers. The question is why did God save these Samaritans but not empower them, (verse 16)? Well I can think of a very good reason, had they received the empowerment at the same time of conversion because of the hatred of the two groups there would have been two churches instead of one. So God in His wisdom wants Peter & Mr. Fire from heaven himself to go down to welcome the new believers. In fact God had them lay hands on those dirty old Samaritans! Wow is that cool or what? These Samaritan’s were in every way born again they had not yet received the “upon” experience of the Holy Spirit, which was for service. There need to be an acceptance of each other so God made sure that right there in the beginning He brought the leaders of the Church to them.    

Vs. 18-25 Now lets get back to Simon. In verse 13b we are told that he was hanging around Philip because he was amazed at the miracles & signs that were being done. In other words he was trying to pick up on the trick. Further more when he saw the empowerment of the Holy Spirit into the lives of his fellow Samaritans he wanted to buy a franchise. You see Simon thought of the Holy Spirit as a power he could use to rule over people instead of a Person who would rule over his life in power! 


So Peter quite literally says, “To hell with you & your money!” Man is that ever tuff, where was Peter’s loving people where they are at stuff? Well it’s right in the next statement he say’s to Simon, “You are not right with God your profession does not match your heart so repent from you damming condition that you may be truly a believer!” (Verses 21-22). Peter goes on to say that what Simon’s problem was pride.

Vs. 24 The sad thing is that even with this golden opportunity Simon does not become a believer. Notice that he is only concerned about the consequences of his sin not turning from it. Neither will he pray himself instead he asks Peter to do so. Church history tells us that he never did repent & went on to be a bitter enemy of the true Church forming what was latter called Gnosticism. There is one thing that his name will always be remembered for though “Simony”.  The definition of which is buying position or power within the Church. Every since this time Simon’s name has been synonymous with “the attempt to turn the spiritual into the commercial trying to traffic in the things of God.” There are still those today that think they can buy God’s favor with their good works or deeds. Hey, God’s gift of the Holy Spirit is free. What is sad is that Simon could have been delivered & set free & instead of the majesty of Jesus he choose the magic of this world! 

Vs. 25 Man I love this as Peter & John head back to Jerusalem they stop along every little village preaching Jesus. Folks may we too allow the Holy Spirit to change our hearts! 

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
II.) Chp. 8:5-12:25 “Witnesses in Judea and Samaria”

Chp. 8:5-9:31 Out of the comfort zone

8:26-30 

“Fruit in the desert (a)” 

I.) Intro.

II.) Vs. 26-29 The Spirits preparation

I.) Intro.

People have made a living out of understanding cultural trends. The idea is that if you can see how a people group is wired you can use that information to sell them products that they otherwise would not be interested in. Everything from deodorant to cars is marketed based upon understanding trends. The Church has wholeheartedly bought into the same concept, polls are taken, and studies are done, all with the aim of reaching the target audience. Now that’s all interesting stuff but is it the way that God works? It seems to me that if you want to be effective in worldly techniques then you will no doubt attract the world, but if you employ God’s method you will reach the world! Attracting the world & reaching the world are two very different things. 


In Genesis 5:32 we are introduced to Noah’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Then after the flood destroyed the earth’s population we are told in 9:19 that from these three sons the whole earth was populated. So the entire earth’s population is descended from these three guys, in fact Genesis 10 even tells us some of their later family ancestors. So if you don’t like your nose or something blame it on old Japheth, Ham or Shem. 

· From Japheth came the gentile nationalities most of Europe & India.

· From Ham came those nationalities that are from the Arab countries & Africa.

· Lastley from Shem came many of the Arab countries & of coarse the Jewish people.

So what your point pastor? Well namely this, Jesus had spoken about His desire to go & make disciples of all the nations, & to be witnesses of Him in Jerusalem, in Judea, Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Yeh? Well in chapters 8-10 of Acts we see these three family origins being brought to faith in Christ. 

1. The Ethiopian is a descendant of Ham.

2.  Saul (Paul) in chapter 9 is a descendant of Shem.

3. Cornelius, the Roman centurion, is a descendant of Japheth. 

So in these next three chapters we are starting to see what one day all of us will hear in the song of the redeemed of Rev. 5:9 “You…have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” Further more we shall not see any polls taken or any marketing techniques but what you will see is the same three elements employed in reaching each & every culture.

· THE SPIRIT OF GOD

· THE WORD OF GOD

· THE SERVANT OF GOD

II.) Vs. 26-29 The Spirits preparation


The Spirits preparation is twofold:

a. Vs. 26-27a, 29 The Servant
b. Vs. 27b-28 The Seeker
Vs. 26-27a, 29 The Servant
Vs. 26-27a Now I suppose that if you are new to the Word of God or new to this teaching in Acts then these verses are not ones that will grab your attention. But to me these are some of those verses that just jump off the page at me. No, it’s not the part that says; “Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip.” You see I don’t have a problem with that at all, but what I do struggle with is what the angel of the Lord told him to do, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” You see Philip was hot in Samaria, I mean this guy was part of the greatest work of God since Pentecost. Philip was the MAN; right in the middle of this great work of God & the Lord says, “Go to the desert”. 

Now what is obvious is that the Holy Spirit was very specific about His arranging the circumstances. Luke, who is writing to a gentile not familiar to the area, makes sure that he understands how radical this move of the Holy Spirit was by adding the words, “This is desert.” You see there had been an old Gaza that was destroyed in 93 BC & a new Gaza had been built 35 miles south & on the coast. So the road started out from Jerusalem to Egypt & then eventually went all the way to Ethiopia (modern day Sudan). It was a 55 mile walk from Jerusalem to Gaza but there was a fork in the road, sort of speak, & the holy Spirit direct Philip to take the road that went by way of the old destroyed Gaza. Do you get it? Well the Holy Spirit tells Philip to take the road less traveled, abandoned if you will, in the desert. Philip had been hot in Samaria now he was going to be hot literally in old Gaza! Hey folks, say what you want but no one be able to proclaim that Philip’s move was because of his cleaver strategic planing & polling of the best places to do an evangelistic crusade. No in fact if I had been Philip I would have said, “Lord, no way, man there is nothing & no one down there, so this can’t be from You.” But instead we read, “So he arose & went.” Wow, that’s the Lord preparing the heart of a servant. I love it; I did not matter “where” Philip was going or “what” he was to do all that matter was “Who” he was obeying. It was all about serving the Lord. In fact let’s trace the Lord’s work in the life of Philip:

· Served, waiting tables in Jerusalem “Practically”

· Served, as an evangelist in Samaria  “Publicly”

· Served, as a teacher to the Ethiopian on a deserted road in Gaza “Personally”

· Served, as a father to his four daughters in Caesarea (Acts 21:9) “Parentally” 

You see it did not matter where he was or what he was doing you will always find Philip serving the Lord in obedience. How about you? Does it matter to you what you do for the Lord or where you do it? “Hey, I’m just a mother or a father I don’t do anything for the Lord!” Or, “I just work a 9 to 5 job I don’t do anything for the Lord!” Well don’t tell Philip that! Col. 3:23 says, “whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.” What an encouragement for you & I to just obey the Lord to go & do what He wants! 

Vs. 29 One more then here, look at this verse carefully. The Lord is leading Philip the evangelist one step at a time. Do you see that? I mean all the Holy Spirit says to start with is, “Go to the desert!” “That’s it! I mean what do you want me to do?” “Go to the desert!” “Yeh, Yeh, I got that part but what do you want me to do once I get there? Lord, Lord I’m not hearing You! Uh, You seem to be fading!” Oh, saints don’t miss this or you may miss out, God prepares His servant for His work by giving them simple directions that we must follow. We will never be prepared if we don’t follow. You see a servant follows His master! I believe that more then any fancy new church growth plan that we need to get back to what we see right here, “the Holy Spirit to lead us!” The Holy Spirit will always lead us to where He has already gone before us preparing hearts, and then He will call us up to where He is already at. Hey, saints we ought to all want to go where the Holy Spirit is moving & that may not fit the Church Growth stuff, in fact it may be to some deserted road in Gaza!    

b. Vs. 27b-28 The Seeker 

Vs. 27b Now we come to how the Holy Spirit had prepared the heart of the seeker. In this Luke tells us some important practical facts about our guy:

· SEARCHING FOR TRUTH: Ethiopian. The guy was an African from an area we call today Sudan. Thus he was a gentile in an area that worship the king as a god.

· INTELLIGENT: Eunuch. The word describes a person devoted to their service & to get there he had to have been extremely intelligent. Along with this being a high government official would have meant that he was not traveling alone he had an entourage.

· AUTHORITY & RESPONSIBILITY: Charge of the treasury of the Queen. This guy was the secretary of the treasury. Now we know that Candace was not her name but rather her tittle & in that culture it was her son that was the highest man in the land. So this guy had great authority & responsibility in his country.

Vs. 28 The above verse gives you a bit of his personal back ground but Luke also gives you some insight on his spiritual background. 

a. Vs. 27b SEARCHING FOR GOD: “had come to Jerusalem to worship.” As I said before this guy was searching, noting that he had traveled 200 miles in search of true worship brings out that a fact. This guy had commitment & resolve. I mean he really wanted to find out the answers. We are not sure because of background how much he was able to take in of the worship in the temple, but no doubt he was severely disappointed. He had traveled 200 miles in search of true worship, possible risked persecution for his search & all he finds is dead rituals & pride. “Man, I’ve traveled 200 miles for this?” Hey, folks do you ever stop to think of what people’s impression of our Christianity might be? Do people meet us, or come to Calvary Chapel & still walk away with an empty heart? 

b. Vs. 28 HUNGRY FOR THE WORD: “he was reading Isaiah the prophet.” Think of his disappointment at what he saw at the temple, yet he had purchased the scroll of Isaiah. These were hard to come by & very expensive, but he had gone through the difficulty & expenses to get it. What’s even more revealing is that he has already started poring over it searching for the truth. The longer I’m a pastor the more convinced I’ve become that what people are truly searching for is TRUTH. What saddens me is that they rarely find that in Church. Almost every time we have a visitor they come up to me afterward & say that they so much enjoyed Bible teaching. 

Hey did you pick up on this? The Word of God was already in the Chariot with the seeker & all that was missing was the servant of God with the Spirit of God! The Spirit of God was already running ahead of Philip in the heart of the Eunuch & Philip was sent to catch up to the work. God uses two great gifts to bring people to the knowledge of Him, The word of God & teachers.    


