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I. Intro

As I was studying these verses where Paul deals with laying aside his rights for a greater reward I realized that most of us have done just that at some time. Consider your life & you will be able to count numerous times where you laid aside a right for something that you saw as a greater reward. Some of us have worked extra over time so that we may enjoy a special vacation. Some of us sacrificed financially for a few years so that we could purchase a car or something. Many of us set aside making a good income to purse our education. Yet when it comes to our Christianity we are often not willing to sacrifice or for go any of our rights. I’ve rethought this issue & I now believe the problem lies not in our unwillingness to sacrifice & for go rights, as we clearly do so in other areas, instead I believe the area of our problem lies in our inability to grasp the reward! Not buying it? Ever invite someone to Church & they promise to come only to either call & say something has come up or they just don’t show up? Well next time write them a check for a 1,000 dollars & don’t sign it & tell them that when they come to Church you will. I can bet you that they will then see the value of their time spent on going to Church, all be it not for the right reasons. 


 Paul last week laid out his clearly God given rights to be supported in the ministry but here he is going to give you several reason why the reward was of greater value then his rights.

II. Vs. 15-18 Gospel’s reward

Vs. 15 “But I have used none of these things”, is Paul’s way of transitioning from his rights as a pastor & servant of the Lord to be compensated for his service to that of for going his right for a greater reward. Again the context is that of answering the question of Just how far should the conscious of others go in limiting my personal freedom? The first answer to that question was that Truth must always be balanced by love, (Chapter 8). Now we look at that the second of these four guidelines for Christian living:

· Chp. 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
· Chp. 10:1-22 Opportunity must be balanced by servitude  

· Chp. 10:23-33 Freedom must be balanced by responsibility
Paul is going to list two rewards that caused him to lay down his rights as a pastor. But before he does that he needs to make sure that they had not misunderstood the previous 14 verses so he says, “Nor have I written these things that it should be done so to me.”
He was not stating those rights in order for them to begin meeting those needs rather he stated them to support his position that laying down the right was done so for a greater reward. 

To go through this section of scripture you will notice several things:

1. First the use of the personal pronoun “I”. Paul uses it 26 times in 13 verses. So? Well it is obvious here that Paul using a personal illustration to emphasize the point that rights must be balanced by reward. 

2. Second notice the amount of times Paul uses the word “gospel”, some 6 times it appears here in these 13 verses. What this speaks of is that of Paul’s mission or purpose. He wants his readers to understand a principal of laying aside rights for a greater reward does not mean that you ever change your purpose. Simply put the one thing that was never auctioned off as far as rights were concerned was his calling to proclaim Jesus. Keith Green had an album that came out in 1978 titled “No Compromise” & this is Paul’s way of saying that he had that same attitude towards his calling.

3. Finally notice the amount of times Paul makes reference to getting something in return for his service. He uses the words, “reward, boasting, prize, win & crown” to illustrate this. Paul make certain that his readers understand that there is always a compensation for serving & laying down your rights is no exception. Laying down our rights is never a case of diminished rewards; instead God always gives us more then what our rights would have earned us. 

So just what were the greater reward then monetary compensation? Well he tells you right her in verse 15, “for it would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void.” We will unravel the meaning of his words in a moment but first it is obvious that Paul is speaking of a “personal reward”, something that he would rather die then forfeit. Accepting financial compensation would render this personal reward void, but just what was that personal reward?

Vs. 16-17 In these two verses he tells them what the personal reward was not. It was not “preaching the gospel”, though there will be an eternal reward for doing so Paul is speaking of a personal reward here on earth. He explains this to his readers, “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” The word “boast” here deals the idea of rejoicing or causing great joy & not bragging. Paul gloried “in” the gospel not “for” the gospel; he had nothing to do with the giving of it or the content of it. He simply proclaimed that which he received & though he did so willingly there was also “necessity” or no choice as would suffer personally if he didn’t. In Jeremiah 20:9 the prophet speaks of this personally as he was being mistreated on behalf of the words God had him to speak so he said, “I will not make mention of Him, Nor speak anymore in His name. But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.” 


In verse 17 he continues to explain this by saying, “For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.” The reward here is that eternal reward when he is in the presence of the Lord he will here those words “Well done good & faithful servant”. Paul speaks of the reality that the servant of the Lord has received from God a “stewardship” or calling & it is unlike a normal career. A stewardship is when one person gives another person something of great value to be cared for as if it were their own, it differs from a job in that a job is what I do to earn an income, a stewardship is what I am 24-7, I’m never not a servant of Jesus & of you all. Names like Jonah & Balaam come to mind as those who had a stewardship that God had entrusted them with yet chose not to do so willingly & still ended up serving the Lord even against their own will. 

Vs. 18
So if his personal reward was not preaching the gospel what was it?  “That when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel.” Don’t get? Paul says that his personal reward was being able to proclaim the gospel of Christ without having to be compensated for it. Paul’s reward was not preaching the gospel rather is not getting paid to do so. Paul said the same thing to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:35 quoting Jesus “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” To do so meant that Paul would work through out the day to earn his own living so that he would not be a burden upon someone else. 


There can be no greater personal satisfaction in all of Christian experience then to give ourselves away for the Lord’s service. Jesus said in Matt. 10:8 “Freely you have received, freely give.” David said as he purchased the ground where the temple would be built in 2 Sam 24:24 “I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” Long after the joy of receiving a gift is gone the joy of having given a gift remains! There is always a greater personal reward in doing something freely without any other reward other then the personal satisfaction of having laid down your rights, especially when you can do so in away that nobody ever knows. The Greeks & Romans looked down upon manual labor but for Paul what they thought of him paled in comparison to the joy of giving something a great value, eternal value, for nothing. It is the same reason why we here at Calvary Chapel don’t charge for our tapes & make it donation only. Most of our ministry here is done that way; it is done so with great joy as unto the Lord. It is my prayer that you all will discover the same joy of giving yourselves away in terms of your time, talent & treasure, you will always be the richer for it. 

III. Vs. 19-27 Eternal reward

Vs. 19 Paul moves on to the second reward that caused him to lay down his rights as a servant of the Lord. Look at how he puts it here, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more”. Paul reminds them that he had rights & freedoms as they did, he was free from all men, yet he forsook his rights that he might win the more. So what is the second great reward? Well it is the “Eternal reward”. Yes there was a personal satisfaction of offering the greatest gift the mankind will ever know of free of charge, but it also yields a great eternal reward as well. That is why he made himself a servant of all. Paul wanted nothing to hinder eternity for others especially his own personal rights! Jesus asked in Matt. 16:26 “What will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Perhaps the greater question would be, “What would we give in exchange for another’s soul?” Paul give up all his rights to being financially compensated for his labor & paid for it out of his own pocket to see people won for eternity. 

· What value do you put on others salvation or growth in Christ? 

· What right’s would you be willing to lay down to see lives transformed for the kingdom of God?

Vs. 20-23 Since rights are of far less value then reward in what way do we surrender these rights for the greater reward? That is what Paul is going to address the lost art of self-denial as he describes three ways he adapted his life around reaching the world. First I want you to notice the phrases “that I might win” which is repeated in each of these cases & verse 23 as Paul says, “this I do for the gospel's sake” both of these phrases define in what manor Paul adapted his rights. In every way Paul says that what he did was twofold that he “Might win those for the gospel’s sake”! There is no room here in this section of scripture to change the methodology of reaching the lost, Paul is not talking about a change of methodology that’s the gospel. Neither is he talking about a change in purpose that is to “win those”! I have heard these verses quoted by those who say that it is ok to be a Christian & live with a person or go to party’s etc. You know “become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” To make this verse say this is perverse as Paul is speaking of laying down personal rights & freedoms in order to reach people not engage in them! Love is always willing to give up more then the law ever demands, the difference is in the motivation! We now have Churches who use these verses to excuse their methodology of not proclaiming the gospel.

 I received a lovely letter from a lady who visited our Church & her comments challenged me. “Dear Pastor Dale, I like the way you tell it like it is. I think our Heavenly Father might tell you that a walk with God isn’t always popular but it is always victorious; & a good pastor tells the truth regardless of opinion. Remember that pastors who tell people what they want to hear instead of what is right do no good for themselves or the people!” No, Paul’s message & method never changed & by God’s grace & power mine won’t either! So here we see three ways he adapted his rights that he might win others. Paul practiced Self-denial in three areas:

a. Vs. 20 Convictions “To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law”: Thought Paul was no longer bound by the ceremonies, rituals & traditions of Judaism he willingly placed himself back in them that he might win those who were under them. Thus we can see that Paul adapted “his rights” around the convictions of others. Not the gospels, or Christ’s, but his rights. Paul said in Romans 10:1 that his “heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.” That which had once been legal restraints to be right with God was now love restraints to win his fellow countrymen. Just how far did Paul take this? Well when Timothy got saved & accompanied Paul on his missions he asked him to become circumcised even though Paul & Timothy both realized that it meant nothing as far as salvation was concerned. So why do it? Well that they might win the Jews who would have been stumbled by him being an uncircumcised gentile. Paul also paid for others & himself & partook of the Jews purification ceremony, which meant shaving your hair.   

b. Vs. 21  Customs “To those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law”: The “law” here is not the moral law but rather the ceremonial law as Paul clearly explains. This all had to do with days of worship, types of food you could eat & people you could be friends with. Simply put Jews had no dealings with gentiles. So when Paul was around the gentiles he laid down any personal rights he had & ate what they ate went into their homes. To the degree of laying aside personal rights he adapted to the culture he was in. Ham sandwich, no problem! Certainly on moral matters Paul did not compromise but on cultural matters they meant nothing to him so to win those in that culture he dressed as they did learned & respected their customs.         

c. Vs. 22 Conscious “To the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some”: The third area of laying aside his rights fell upon those who were weak in their conscious if their level of comprehension was less then his then he adapted his behavior & actions appropriately. There was no compromise of the gospel, no setting aside the truth of the word only for going certain rights that he possessed that they had not grasped yet. No big deal, as his goal was to win them above his own personal rights.   

Paul was willing to offend people over the gospel but never wished to offend them because of personal rights & freedoms. Paul has already established the fact of this in the first chapter verse 23 where he said that he preached “Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness”. To stumble those with the message is going to happen but to stumble them with my freedoms is a sin! 

So Paul was will for the sake of the greater eternal reward to adapt his personal rights in the area of:

· Convictions
· Customs
· Conscious
All of this again was not compromising the gospel in fact it was the opposite as it was for the gospel’s sake that he was willing to lay aside his rights in the areas of “convictions, customs, & conscious”. 

Vs. 24-27 The second way Paul showed his value of the reward above personal rights & freedoms was in the area of “self-discipline”. Paul seems to have loved athletic games as he mentions quite often & the Corinthian were the home of the second largest games in the world called the Isthmian Games so they would no this well. 

A. Vs. 24-25 Those that run in a race all run but there is only one winner. Now there are two differences as far as Christianity is concerned as it deals with a race.

1. “One receives the prize”: That is not the case for us in Christ every believer who so lives their live in the power & energy of the Spirit & willingly lays down their rights will win eternal rewards. Is that not a great motivation? You aren’t competing with the person next to you are trying only to better your own score if you will. 

2. “They do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.”: Their reward is temporal ours is eternal, is that not great? Paul says those that race in the world only on wins & what they win won’t last but when you lay down your rights for eternal rewards all win & what you win will last forever. Do Christian do you believe that? Yes, well then lets prove it!

B. Vs. 26-27 It is for those above to reasons Paul gives two things about how he trained:

1. “I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air.”: In other words, Paul says that he ran as though he had already won, he knew that there was a purpose for his laying aside personal rights & it was the certainty of winning eternal rewards. His life was not just about practice “shadow boxing” he was not on the bench he was in a real fight with great rewards. Paul did not lose sight of this in his practice, instead he ran & fought with a great deal of confidence knowing that as he says in Romans 8:37 “we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”   

2. “I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” In these Olympic games those that participated had to under go a supervised training for 10 months any break in that training disqualified them to participate in the games. The word “discipline” here is a Greek word that means to give a black eye. In other words Paul looked the reward as being so valuable that he made his body conform to his goal & not the other way around. Paul was willing disciplined his life for the great reward of eternity. His concern was that in some way that he would spend too much time trying to get others in the race that he would fail to qualify himself. 

Far too many people are led by what their bodies & rights dictate, their bodies tell them what to eat & how much to eat. But when you really think the reward is worth the sacrifice you change everything about your life to obtain that goal. May we see the reward worth the laying aside of our rights.   
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I. Intro

Paul has been addressing the reasons to limit our freedoms:

· In Chap. 8 Truth must always be balanced by love, 

· In Chp. 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
· In Chp. 10:1-22 Opportunity must be balanced by servitude  

· In Chp. 10:23-33 Freedom must be balanced by responsibility
The first two reasons dealt primarily with how our rights effected others & it is for these reasons that the truth on a freedom must be balanced by the love of another that does not share our freedom. The same is true as Paul outlined in chapter 9 his rights as a servant of the Lord in the first 14 verses then finished by saying the reward of laying aside those rights out weighed any benefits of insisting upon them. The rewards were seeing other saved & maturing in their relationship with the Lord. 


In this section of scripture Paul moves away from how our liberty can effect others to how it can effect us in ways that would disqualify us from service. In these 13 verses Paul is going to use the O.T. stories of the nation of Israel as illustrations of three things we had better recognize about our flesh, before we engage in any freedom we may have as our freedoms & rights may end up disqualifying us for service:

· Vs. 1-5 The beginning does not guarantee the ending
· Vs. 6-10 Strength does not prevent weakness
· Vs. 11-13 Knowledge does not prevent ignorance
II. Vs. 1-5 The beginning does not guarantee the ending
Vs. 1 Chapter 10 is tied to the last word & thought of Paul in chapter 9 where he spoke of  “disciplining his body and bring it into subjection, lest, when he have preached to others, he myself should become disqualified.” The athletic games held in Corinth every three years were second only to the Olympic games in Athens. The participants of the games were carefully watched for 10 months as every aspect of their training was observed. If they failed to train in the prescribed way they were “disqualified” from participation. Paul is not speaking of losing ones salvation, as these athletes weren’t striped of their citizenship only there right to compete for the prize. Apart from natural ability an athlete has two primary things that will enable him to compete & win. 

a. Equipment: It is a well established fact that the equipment that an athlete has both in training as well as the game its self gives him a greater change of wining. It is for this reason that the golfer is hitting the ball further, the sprinter is running faster. The successful athlete quickly learns dependence upon the equipment if they are going to win.   

b. Discipline: As great as the equipment might be both in training as well as the event if the athlete that does not discipline their bodies & life in training will not compete to win. 

Equipment & discipline will make an average or good athlete great & a great athlete unbeatable! What does this have to do with our opportunities to engage in our freedoms & haw that relates to our service? Well Paul is not denying our freedoms but he is speaking in terms of an athletic contest & if you are competing to win then you will need to be absolutely dependant upon your equipment “the Father, Son & Holy Spirit”. You will also have to center & discipline your whole life around the desire to win the race. As far as equipment goes Paul lists three pieces of equipment that we as well as the Israelites that left Egypt possess that are essential to victory, even though having them does not guarantee victory. Simply put the nation of Israel started out their race with these three pieces of equipment & so do each of us. Notice that five times in four verses Paul says that “all” of the nation had these same three pieces of equipment. God does not shortchange us with the right equipment to live a victorious life, what I have you have & what you have I have.

a. Vs. 1 “All our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea”: Presence of God! At the very start of the journey every person of the nation experience first hand the living under the cloud & passing through the sea. But just what is Paul referring to? Well there were two ways in which this young nation experienced the presence of God as they started out on their race to the land of promise:

1. Under the cloud: Guidance! This is a reference to Ex 13:21-22 where we are told that “the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way”. What is the point of this verse? Well Paul is saying that straight out of the gate God’s presence was their guide in going the right direction. Is that not the right piece of equipment? The moment you & became His children His presence came into our lives to guide us on the coarse of life, of coarse His presence is most often upon our heart as we are in His Word seeking His wisdom on how to live our lives.    

2. Passed through the sea: Protection! The second part of this verse speaks of the Red Sea crossing in the 14th chapter of Exodus then sang about in the 15th chapter. What was the presence of God in these two verses that Paul now speaks about, that each of us have also experienced? Well the presence of God in our lives has not only been our guide on the race of life it has also served us in being our protection against those who would try to take us from the race. Just as the presence of God was with the nation of Israel as they fled their enemy Egypt so to has the presence of God served us in protecting us from our Enemy!    

b. Vs. 2 “All were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea”: Identified with the Person of God! This phrase is an interesting one, as we can not think of Moses having a baptism. The key to understanding this is to look at what the nation was baptized into, “Moses” & by virtue of this was also “in the cloud & in the sea”. So the question is what was Moses’ experience with the cloud & the sea that makes the nation baptized into Moses & not the cloud & the sea? Baptism in scripture always has to do with identity thus Paul is saying that because of the relation of another “Moses” they were identified with Him. So they got the same guidance Moses got, they received the same protection Moses got. In other words they benefited in their identity based upon the relationship of another. Folk’s that’s grace & it is exactly our situation as the Father sees us in His Son Jesus & our relationship with the Father is based completely upon the Son! So not only do we have the presence of God Guiding us & protecting us along the race we also are identified with the “Winner” of the race so that in Him we have already won!     

c. Vs. 3-4 “All ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ”: Refreshed by the provisions of God! These two things, “spiritual food & drink” are a reference to chapter 16 & 17, which deal with God’s miraculous provision of manna & water from the rock. These provisions were designed to refresh them along the journey providing the sustenance they needed to survive the race. We too have been provided with the Holy Spirit who daily refreshes our spirits along our race as well. It is interesting to me that both food & drink are used as types of refreshment we have in the Word of God. I’m reminded of what Jesus said concerning the Holy Spirit, in John 14:26 “..He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” Are we not refreshed by the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God as we hunger & thirst for more of Him? The cool part of this refreshment is that we do not have to go & look for Him as he is always following us! 

Vs. 5 Not to be a bummer but Paul uses the truth that we like Israel started our race with the: 

· Presence of God, guiding & protecting them along the journey

· They were identified with the person of God based upon the relation of Moses 

· They were regularly refreshed by the provisions of God

Yet the startling truth is that this kind of equipment in the beginning did not guarantee the ending. In Numbers we are told the startling truth that 600,000 men counting the women & children around 2 million left Egypt. And how many entered the land of promise? Only Joshua & Caleb of the original 2 million crossed the finish line all the rest did not finish the race even Moses & Aaron were unable to continue to run even with such a great start. Christian let us not forget the race is not a sprint it is a marathon & along our coarse there will be many things that will come along to get us to leave the race. 

· Yes, running the race with us will be the presence of the Lord to guide us & protect us. 

· Yes, our running is based upon the victory of another, which if we keep on the coarse will ensure our victory. 

· Yes, along the many miles of the race we will be constantly followed & sustained as we run. 

But those three pieces of equipment alone will not ensure our victory apart from personal discipline!

III. Vs. 6-10 Strength does not prevent weakness

Vs. 6 That brings us to Paul’s next statement dealing with our flesh & freedoms “Vs. 6-10 Strength does not prevent weakness” Paul’s point here is that we can look at the 1 million 999 thousand who failed in their race as an example of what caused them to not finish. Remember they “all” had the same equipment Paul has told us. So why did only two finish the race? Well what they were strong in became their weakness & he will show four ways they were strong yet failed because they thought they were strong & did not need to discipline their lives in these areas. 

a. Vs. 7 “Become idolaters”: These were a people who’s sole reason of leaving Egypt was to worship the true & living God & not the false god’s of Egypt. They were strong in worship, they were the generation that was fleeing idolatry only to find themselves disqualified to finish the race because they fell into the worship of other things. What happened? Well they sat down to eat & drink, & rose up to play. They just wanted a little time off from having God at the center of the heart. Just a little break in training to eat & drink, a little R & R. Physically I can tell you right now what keeps at the gym 4 days a week, the reality that if I stop one day I will just stop altogether.    

b. Vs. 8 “Commit sexual immorality”: They were strong in personal piety, they had witnessed the immoral life style of the Egyptians they had lived separate from them dwelling in Goshen. But times change you know? And in Numbers 25:1-9 they were enticed by the Moabite gals & 23,000 of them died in one day & over all 24,000 died. Don’t we know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Any freedom that lessons our view of sin & weakens our new hearts resolve to reckon the old man to be dead must be avoided no matter how popular it has become with our fellow runners!        

c. Vs. 9 “Tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted”: They were strong in their faith & trust of God. This story is found in Num. 21:6-9 & we are told that the nation had cried out to the Lord to enable them to defeat the Cananites & rout their cites & the Lord was their strength. But in verse 4 we read that as “they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way.” So much was their discouragement that they who had just trusted in the Lords hand to deliver the Cananites failed to trust the Lord to provide their sustenance & they “spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” They had been so dependant upon God one moment & the next they failed to trust that God’s way was better then their want’s. We can take no time off from our absolute & only hope in God’s provision for us. Yet many of us would rather so live as to not need the Lord to sustain us so that we don’t need to trust in Him alone.    

d. Vs. 10 “Some of them also complained”: Finally they were strong in their submission to the Lord. When God had them move each day they moved, when He had them gather manna they gathered just what they were supposed to. The Life of the nation was dependant upon their complete obedience towards the Lord. When they failed to do so they failed to survive yet it was often this very area of the lack of obedience seen in their grumbling that caused their disqualification. Whatever freedom we may pursue that lessons our desire to obey & submit our lives to the Lord must be avoided at all costs.

These all but two out of the two million were not picked off the coarse in areas of weaknesses but rather in areas of personal strengths. It was because they thought they needed not to train as diligently in the areas of their strengths that they were susceptible to being disqualified in their service & race. Our spiritual lives are just like or physical bodies, “Just because a certain muscle is strong doesn’t mean that you don’t have to continue to exercise it!”

IV. Vs. 11-13 Knowledge does not prevent ignorance

Vs. 11 This brings Paul to his final truth concerning dealing with our flesh & freedoms “Knowledge does not prevent ignorance”. Paul says here that these things happened for examples to teach us but the truth is that just because we know something is true does not prevent us from being stupid at times. Paul starts out in verses 11 & 12 by giving us two things we need to consider as we deal with our freedoms in light of our flesh:

1. Vs. 11 “upon whom the ends of the ages have come”: The stories Paul has just used dealing with the Israelites as they left Egypt are examples for us to train us. Train us for what? Well he says it right here the ends of the age. What? In other words Paul is telling the Corinthians & us that before you look at that freedom you better realize that you are in a battle & that freedom may very well cause you to end up a casualty. We have an enemy who will stop at no trick, exhaust every freedom & right to ensnare us. That is why the author of Hebrews in the 12th chapter verse 1 says “let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”.    

2. Vs. 12  “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall”: The 2nd thing to consider is before you engage in that freedom or liberty is more personal then just that you are in a battle. This verse reveals something much ore profound then just being in a battle protecting  a land or even a way of life. What this verse reveals is that you & I are the target, we are what the enemy wants! Christian Satan can not take our souls but he can render us in effected in reaching others! Before you go after that freedom you better realize that what you are about to partake of is not some innocent thing that has no eternal effect. Oh it may not on you but it may very well have an impact upon others that would be reached through you! Paul would say to these same Corinthians in his 2nd letter to them 12:10 “I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Vs. 13 Finally Paul gives three things about this war, this battle where we are the target:

a. “No temptation has overtaken you”: The weapons against are all the same! Satan has not developed new ammunition it is the same stuff he has been using since Adam & Eve fell. He has not using some knew bait to hook us & trap us in the flesh. Isa. 54:17 reminds us of this powerful truth “No weapon formed against you shall prosper”. Paul reminds these same Corinthians in his 2nd letter 2:11 that “we are not ignorant of his devices.” We know what he will appeal to as John tells us in his letter 2:16 based upon “all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.”    

b. “Except such as is common to man”: You are not alone! Let me just say that this is one of satan’s greatest weapons to tell us that we alone are being attacked & that God is being unfair. We are all going trough the same battle, we are prone to the same ammunition. If you are not in a trial yet you soon will be & it is for this reason that we might bind ourselves together in unity. All the more that we ought to do as Paul sent Timothy to the Thessalonians to “establish you and encourage you concerning your faith”. The author of Hebrews writes in 10:25 that they should not “forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”      

c. “But God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it”: God alone is faithful even when I am not! Two great truths come out of this:

1. He alone is enough: I don’t need God plus something else, the truth is all I have ever had is the Lord He alone is the only one who will never leave me or forsake me. He is the only one largest enough to handle my problems & caring enough to take all that I can give Him. So I’m back to what every athlete must have to run the race to win dependence upon the only equipment we need, “the Lord”. 

2. I don’t trust me: It is God that will make the way of escape even as he tests my endurance & stamina. Thank God for His discipline & testing as it strips away all human support & trust in ourselves. He is always my only way of escape. He is my ever-present rock in who I run too. This is where the 2nd aspect of what every successful athlete must have discipline to realize that you are weak & must depend upon the only source is able to keep you in the race to win.   
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I. Intro

Paul has been dealing with the 2nd of the questions the Church at Corinth had dealing with liberty or freedoms that were not spoken about in scripture. Their big issue was dealing with meat that had been sacrificed to idols. Corinth was a Greek Roman city steeped in idolatry. The worship of the Venus (Greek) or Aphrodite’s (Roman) the goddess of love was just one of many idols in Corinth that was tied to all social interaction in the city. Those mature believers recognized that the meat purchased at the temple meat market was not possessed & really had no significance. Yet there were the younger believers who had just came out of idol worship that were stumbled by those who purchased the meat. So the greater question was, “How far should you & I insist upon our personal freedoms that are not specifically mentioned in scripture.” So Paul gave guidelines:

· In Chap. 8 Truth must always be balanced by love, 

· In Chp. 9 Rights must be balanced by reward
· In Chp. 10:1-22 Opportunity must be balanced by servitude
· In Chp. 10:23-33 Freedom must be balanced by responsibility
It is the point of “Opportunity being balanced by servitude” that Paul is dealing with here & he has just spoke on the truth that our freedoms may cost us the race. That which we are free to pursue can be that which disqualifies us (9:10) for the prize. He then went on to reveal through the illustrations of Israel’s exodus three truths that we need to understand to avoid disqualification.  

1. Vs. 1-5 The beginning does not guarantee the ending: Using the examples of Israel; Paul gave three glorious pieces of equipment that would insure victory to each & every runner. Yet those pieces of equipment did not alone guarantee victory if in our liberty we chose ignore the discipline necessary to run to win.  

· Running the race with us will be the presence of the Lord to guide us & protect us. 

· Our running is based upon the victory of another, which if we keep on the coarse will ensure our victory. 

· Along the many miles of the race we will be constantly followed & sustained as we run. 

2. Vs. 6-10 “Strength does not prevent weakness”: Paul went on to explain that what Israel was strong in became their weakness because they failed to remain disciplined in their practice instead thought that they needed not continue to practice in the areas of their strengths.     

3. Vs. 11-13 “Knowledge does not prevent ignorance”: Finally Paul revealed that we are in a battle & that freedom may very well cause us to end up a casualty. Paul went on to give us four truths concerning this battle & how our liberty can effect our victory:

· We are the target; we are what the enemy wants!

· The weapons against are all the same!

· You are not alone!

· God alone is faithful even when I am not! 

a. He alone is enough! 

b. I don’t trust me!
II. Vs. 14-15 When overtaken, retreat

Vs. 14 Having just left off dealing with these four truths Paul links them with this section of scripture with the use of the word “therefore”. Yet with that said this section deals with two things that the above section did not mention idolatry & communion. The question for us is to discover the correlation between our freedoms that can disqualify us & idolatry & communion. In verse 13 as Paul stated; “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” Since we are what the enemy wants & the weapons he uses against us have not changed & in fact is common to us all God has made away of escape. Yeh so? Well look again at verse 14 & ask, “What is the way of escape?” “Therefore, my beloved flee from idolatry ”. Several things ought to stand out to us in this verse:

a. My beloved: Here we see that those being overtaken in temptation are still dearly loved ones. One of the things that we often feel when we are being overtaken is that we are some how disqualified from being a believer. Not so as Paul calls them dearly loved ones.

b. Flee: When you are being overtaken by temptation RUN! But run where? Well that’s simple run away from the liberty (freedom) & to the One who has made the way of escape, the Lord. 

c. From idolatry: Here is what I find interesting Paul has linked together two things & I believe, based upon the context, that are synonymous to each other. Remember Paul was speaking of pursuing our freedoms & finding out that those freedoms would disqualify us, becoming instead a temptation. Here we see that he calls those same liberties that overtake us in temptations “idolatry”. Do you see that?  

What great insight this gives us concerning that which is considered idolatry. We often think of idolatry as a statue or some artifact that people worship. Yet here we see that Paul broadens the definition to include a liberty that we may pursue that we become overtaken by.  By definition, “Idolatry is anything or anyone, whether that is an object, idea, philosophy, habit, occupation or sport, that lessons my desire for & loyalty towards trusting in the true & living God.” The stark reality is that all humans are created for worship, & in fact all humans regardless of ethnicity, education & environment are worshipping something or someone the only question is what! Further more those that worship the true God can not be worshipping something or someone else alongside of Him. Jesus told us exactly this in Matt. 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” I’m afraid that a lot of folks today have an attitude like the fellow in the movie the “Mummy” who had every religious symbol around his neck to ward off the advance of the Mummy, if one doesn’t work try another. 

Vs. 15 So Paul says, “I’m speaking to you as believers (wise men) so you can judge the truth of this yourselves!” You & I have freedoms in Christ that we can pursue that in our initial pursuit appear to be harmless, some in fact seem to be beneficial even spiritual. Yet they may become objects that we become more excited about then spending time with the Lord. That to me is the truest test, “What is my favorite thing to do, what do I spend most of my time thinking about?” Then that is what I’m worshipping; it is the love of my life, my master passion! This causes us to look outside of those obvious sins doesn’t it? I like what Paul says here though, “Judge for yourself what I say.” I’m not here to say that what you have as a liberty is wrong, I don’t know all I can ask of myself is, “Does this freedom consume me?” “Have I been bought by that which I have purchased?” How will you know? Well what do you spend most of your time thinking on excited about, looking forward too? That will indicate what you worship! 

III. Vs. 16-20 Dance with the One that brought you

Vs. 16-20 Paul is going to bring into the conversation about our freedoms & how they can become that which become idolatrous the thought of communion. It is important that we remember that this all came from their question dealing with eating meat that was sacrificed to idols. Not many of these believers were in any danger of going back to the worship of idols as the non-believers were practicing. What they were in danger of was a much more subtle form of idolatry. You see all social life in Corinth revolved around idol worship. As we have already discussed they had the best cuts of meat. Further more they had the best restaurants with the best music & entertainment. Simple put these temples were more then just worship they were pure entertainment. And it seems as though some of these Corinthian believers were using their freedoms to engage in the public social activity of the temple without worshiping the god that the entertainment was centered around. Is that not relevant today with all of the world’s entertainment? How are we Christians to balance being in the world but not of the world?  Well Paul gives to pieces of advice:

1. Vs. 16-18 Relationship: Here Paul gives us three things about our relationship with the Lord as seen in communion that my cause us to not pursue a freedom which takes us away from Him. Here is where I’m going with this, we often think of Christianity as boring & the things of the world as fun. This is caused by the fact that we don’t view our faith as primarily a relationship with the most interesting captivating Person who has ever been. Think of it this way, perhaps the freedom you have & enjoy doing is playing softball. I mean you would rather skip eating then miss playing in a softball game. But what if the person you most wanted to meet & spend time with was coming to town just to spend a few hours with you but they could only come during the time when you were to be playing? And no they weren’t able to make it to your game! You had to choose the game or spending time with the person, well if you are like me there will always be another game. You see we always sacrifice the lessor for that which we consider the greater. Now you can see our problem we don’t view our faith as a relationship. So Paul gives three things to remind us as it deals with communion.

a. Vs. 16 Communion “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” The first thing that Paul does is remind them that the central part of their faith is fellowship with Jesus. We don’t have rules & regulations we are blessed through the sacrifice of Jesus to have fellowship with the creator of everything. Our Father is our maker & because of Jesus we are not only known by Him we Know Him personally. Why would we ever want to pursue any liberty that would get in the way of the blessing of fellowship with the living God? At the very core of communion is the realization that because of Jesus work we have entered into a relationship with God, who loves us & wants only the best for us. To know Him is to be blessed beyond anything that pursuit of our freedoms could ever gain us.    

b. Vs. 17 Celebration “For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread.” The second point that Paul brings up is that along with communion reminding us that we have a relationship it is also a celebration. Dare I say the word “party”? Every aspect of our Christian life is a celebration. Hey wait a minute the trials we go through aren’t any fun! Well James puts a different twist on this doesn’t he when he says (1:2-4), “count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” No the trial is not fun but what it will produce is glorious!   

c. Vs. 18 Change “Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?” Finally Paul reminds us that often the freedoms that we pursue are not permanent & give us no lasting change. Communion reminds us that we have become partakers of the person of Christ & thus we share in an life altering condition that will last for all eternity. Here is the way I look at it; “If what I had was so great in the world why did I leave it?” So why go back after anything that would rip me off?
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I. Intro

Paul closes out his words dealing with, “How far should you a person insist upon our personal freedoms that are not specifically mentioned in scripture” & in so doing gives us greater insight on the true liberty of love. As I was reading this section I came up with four questions we ought to ask ourselves when we are faced with a particular freedom that is not specifically mentioned in scripture:

1. Vs. 19-20 Do we have a biblical right to participate in this freedom?

2. Vs. 21-23 Will this freedom build me up or tear me down?

3. Vs. 24-30 Will this freedom cause others not to be built up?

4. Vs. 31-33 Can I do this freedom in a way that glorifies the Lord? 

The right answer to these questions could save us from becoming entangled & trapped by a liberty that has become an idol that we worship. Last week Paul introduced his readers to two things to consider prior to pursuing a freedom:

a. Is this freedom going to end up an object of worship in your heart?

b. Will this freedom in any way weaken your relationship with the Lord? A relationship that is symbolized by communion where constant fellowship, a joyous life & consistent personal spiritual growth is what we ought to be regularly experiencing. 

II. Vs. 19-24 Running too & not just running from

Vs. 19 Paul wanted to guard against any misunderstanding that the Corinthian Church might have concerning his words about idols so he lets them know that the “objects” that people worship have no power & neither does that which is offered to the object. He had already established this truth back in chapter 8:4-6 “we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords), yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.” 

Vs. 20 So what’s the problem of going ahead & reading Taro cards or reading your horoscope, if they don’t mean anything anyway? Here is the answer, “It is not that these “objects” have any power but rather what is behind every false thing we worship is satan.” So as a person partakes in this liberty & we get caught up in thinking upon it all the time we have been pulled off of the worship of the only One who is worthy of our worship. John wrote in 1 John 4:3 that “every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.”   

Paul’s point then is dealing with separation from that which the world worships but not from the people of the world. Because of the Corinthians reasoning that since an idol is nothing & that which is offered to nothing they began to party with the non-believers at the temples. So Paul reminds them that at the very core of their relationship was separation: 

· Separation too the Lord 

· Separation from the world system. 

I believe that we Christians often make the same mistakes in our dealing with our freedoms as we are at either end of the spectrum:

a. Insulation:  The word means to separate from an energy so that what it produces will not be transferred to another. Sometimes Christians it will try to be so relatable to fit in with the people of the world & be relateible that we insulate ourselves from the fellowship with the Lord. Being friends with non-Christians is never to be apart from remembering that we are in fellowship with the Lord. 

b. Isolation: Here the idea is the opposite & it is when we isolate ourselves from the people of the world because we fear contamination. Our mission is to reach the world.

The challenge is how to be in the world but not of the world! Communion reminds us that only through Jesus is this possible. You will recall that Jesus ate & drink with sinner all the while not participating in their sin.  

Vs. 21-22 Paul brings his readers to two thoughts as it deals with our liberties & becoming trapped by them.

a. Vs. 21 You can not live a divided life: The first idea here centers on fellowship. Picture a dinner party to which you are invited as a guest & friend to attend. At one table is Jesus & you have been invited to sit at His table & fellowship with Him. Yet at another table is satan who has invited people to eat with him & you get up from Jesus’ table & go over & sit down at satan’s table. Jesus’ ½ brother James put it this way (4:4) “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” Paul links what is behind all false forms of worship, the devil. No matter how benign the object of our worship may be behind it is satan who wants the adoration & if he can’t get it will settle for God not having it. 

b. Vs. 22 Your only ripping yourself off: The idea behind God being Jealous is not the same as dealing with humans. When you or I am jealous it is based upon insecurity, which of coarse God can not have. So how is He Jealous? Well His supreme desire is for us to receive His love & care but when we pursue the worship of anything other then Him we are unable to receive the benefits of His love. In other words He is jealous on our behalf even if we don’t realize that we are not experiencing the fruits of His love & care.   

Vs. 23-24 Paul now begins his summation of these three chapters along with some practical illustrations of how the Corinthians could practice their freedoms concerning what they eat & with whom they ate. 


First off “all things are lawful to me” is to be understood in the context of things not expressly forbidden in scripture, in other words the gray areas of Christian living. In our freedoms that we may pursue Paul says two things need to be considered as it relates to your personal walk with the Lord.

a. “but not all things are helpful”: The word here means beneficial & in the context of our freedoms deals with our spiritual growth & maturity. If we look at it from the constructing a building you could say, “Something’s are not suitable for building!” If you have ever gone to build something & tried to find wood then you will understand what Paul’s point is. You can choose any piece of wood you want but if it is warped then it will cause you problems in your building.   

b. “not all things edify”: Secondly, Paul says that not all things build. I suppose all of us could ware the shirt that says “under construction”. We need to consider our freedom in light of our construction Paul says, & that we ought to pursue freedoms that cause us to be edified.  

Vs. 24 Next Paul speaks from the point of view of our freedoms effect upon others. So even if you could answer “Yes” to the above to questions concerning your personal freedom if the answer is seeking your “own” at the expense of another then you need to lay aside your liberty for their sake. Paul wrote to the Philippians something very similar when he said in Phil 2:3-4 “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”  

III. Vs. 25-33 Separated to Christ yet not separate from people

Here Paul gives some practical illustrations of how this would work out. First notice that he gives two different scenarios: 

a. Vs. 25-26 Private: The first one is just you with your liberty having already answered the above questions. It is for your own conscience sake, if the Lord has not told you that you should not partake of it then eat it with out asking any questions. Verse 26 is from psalm 24:1 & it was the blessing said over a Jewish meal. Do you get what Paul is saying? He says ask God’s blessing over the food & enjoy! We Christian’s can run around trying to legalize every aspect of our Christian walk as it relates to our liberty. All this produces in us is a self-righteous pride that is based upon what we avoid because of our “special relationship” to the Lord. I’m always amazed to see what we Christian’s avoid when God has placed no such hindrance upon our liberty. Can’t listen to any music, can’t ware short sleeve shirts, have to become a member to partake in communion. If you are in private & God has placed no restriction on your freedom either personally or scripturally  then do it for the glory of God. 

b. Vs. 27-30 Public: Here Paul lays out several possible scenarios:

1. Vs. 27 You’ve been invited to dinner at a non-believer’s house & they don’t say any thing about where the food came from then don’t ask any questions just eat. Notice that Paul is not speaking about going to the temple restaurant as he already covered that. He is speaking of going over to their house for dinner & they are not a Christian.

2. Vs. 28 You’ve been invited over the food has been placed in front of you & they say, “Hey did you know that this meat was offered to Venus?” Well then don’t eat it & over the Lord’s blessing on the rest of the food & eat & enjoy. Here we see liberty operating within love for the other person. In other words your freedom is not as important as the other persons salvation or growth in Christ. 

Vs. 29-30 Here we see that Paul seeks to make sure that these Corinthian believers avoid two common mistakes:

a. Loving Christ but excluding those that He loves

b. Loving people but excluding Christ who loves us

Vs. 31-33 Finally Paul leaves the readers with the great purpose of every Christian & how to practice it:

1. “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” Our chief aim in life no matter what we are doing, or saying is to glorify God. Everything we do is to been done to glorify Him & top place Him above all else. Yes but how is this to be practiced?    

2. “Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God”: Our conduct is not to a stumbling block to the religious (Jews), who are seeking the Lord but do not fully grasp the truth. Neither is our conduct to stumble those who are indifferent towards the things of God (Greek). Finally our conduct should do noting that would slow down the growth towards Christ from the Church. Now Paul has already established in the first chapter that this does not mean that we ought to change the Word of God as it will be a stumbling block. What Paul is dealing with is our freedoms not causing other to stumble.  

3.  “Just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.” So how am I not to cause any of those to stumble? Well by not seeking your own profit but rather the profit of other so that they might be saved that is what Paul means by pleasing all men in all things.   

4. 11:1  “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” Finally Paul finishes by saying that in behaving this way that we are imitating Jesus & are an example of the way He lived. This phrase ought to forever replace the words we say to other, “Don’t do as I do, do as I say!” Instead we ought to be able to turn to each other & say “Hey imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ”!  
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I. Intro

Through out the last three chapters Paul spoke much upon liberties or personal freedoms & how to exercise those in away that made sure that you continued to grow spiritually & that those around you did as well. In chapter 11 Paul moves to the logical outcome within a Church when those freedoms are not balanced by the guidelines he had just gave. Freedoms not dominated by love of God & love of people will quickly become demands! In chapter 11 Paul address two of these demands that had reached a point of disruption with in the body of Christ when they met together. Interestingly enough these are always the fruit when freedom becomes a demand at the expense of love:

A. 2-16 Disorder: The freedom & equality women had in Christ had become a cause of disorder within the church service as well as at home. Disorder is always the outcome when love is sacrificed for our personal liberty. Personal liberty jammed in, demanded & insisted upon will always displace the order of life making the freedom insisted upon no longer beneficial.     

B. 17-34 Self-worship: The freedom to meet & enjoy each other celebrating the work of Jesus on their behalf called the “love feast” became instead the “self love feast” displacing the worship of Jesus seen in their love for one another. Liberty vaulted at the cost of love is nothing more then self-love & the casualty will always be “True worship”!   

To handle these abuses of freedoms Paul could have issued apostolic demands but instead spoke of the principals by the truths that he had taught from the Word of God. Where had this freedom & equality for women come from? Remember the role for women in this time frame in society was that they were not even second class citizens. The Jews has a prayer thanking God that they were not born a woman. So when Paul expounded upon the scriptures concerning how the Lord saw women it was liberating. He proclaimed to the Galatians in 3:28 that “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Did you notice that there is an escalating set of equality in those words? 

a. First, in Christ there is as far as spiritual position before the throne of God no difference between Jew and gentile. No prior religious benefit!
b. Second, in Christ before the throne of God no difference between those that are free in society & those who were slaves. No prior economic benefit!
c. Lastley, the equality in Christ even reached through the division of the sexes & established no difference before the throne of God between male & female. No prior gender benefit!
Peter as well spoke of this same equality in 1 Peter 3:7 saying that women were fellow “heirs together of the grace of life” therefore the husband needed to “dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife”. Yet with this new found freedom came an abuse of liberty as they cared it too far. Someone has well said, “A new movement always suffers more from its followers then from its enemies! Some of the women flaunted their freedom in the Church service by refusing to place themselves under the authority of their husbands, which was seen by not wearing a veil. 

II. Vs. 2-6 Who’s in charge?

Vs. 2 Paul started off dealing with the issues that were adversely effecting the Church in Corinth by praising them for two things: 

a. “That you remember me in all things”: They generally appreciated Paul’s ministry & looked to him as an authority in difficult spiritual questions. In fact that had been their reason for writing. They recognized Paul as an authority on Church practice & this revealed that they generally desired to practice it.    

b. “And keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you”: The word “traditions” literally means “that which was passed along by teaching”. What Paul praises is that which he passed onto to them they put into practice. 

Why does Paul start with such a verse? Well he is simply praising the Lord for their teachable heart as seen in their willingness to listen as well as their established application of truth! As a teacher of God’s Word I can not hope for anything more then willingness to listen & a proven track record of applying that which Christ has given me for you. In fact if you don’t have both of these qualities you are simply not teachable, which is you’re purgative but it will also seal your fate! 

Vs. 3 Paul just jumps right in on the subject of order with in the Church service but he does so by defining what headship is. This verse contains a threefold illustration of order as it is divinely established. Two of the three examples are generally accepted & greatly appreciated. It is only in the area of “the head of woman is man” that there is a problem. This verse is the key in understanding biblical submission & how it is to work in the church as well as at home:

a. Head: First notice the word “head” which is repeated three times in this verse & 11 times in 14 verses. It is important in understanding headship or submission that we understand what Paul meant when he used this word. The head refers to the ruling part of the body; it is our head that runs our body it has priority when it comes to function of the rest of the body. So when Paul uses this word he is using in the since of being the control center. Now pay attention all this word does is speak of function it in no way describes how this control operates, which brings us to the next thing. 

b. Love: Separate for a moment the controversial “the head of woman is man” & ask you self  “how” does submission operate based upon “the head of every man is Christ…and the head of Christ is God.” Authority & order are carried out based upon love not compulsion. Jesus’ authority over you & I are based upon His love for us & our response of love back. Jesus was not compelled to humble Himself become a man & die on the cross for our sins. No, we are told in Hebrews that Jesus responded by saying; “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. Then I said, 'Behold, I have come; In the volume of the book it is written of Me; To do Your will, O God.” (Heb. 10:5-7). Biblical submission is always based upon our love of the one we are submitting to. 

c. Equality: Finally in the example of “the head of Christ is God”, we learn that submission to God’s order is not based upon inferiority of one compared to  superiority of another. How do we know this? Well we are told in Philippians 2:5-8 “Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Equal in nature yet He lovingly placed himself in subjection to the Father. 

So what we understood so far: 

· There is a priority when it comes to function that God has ordained

· This priority of function is based upon loving submission & not compulsion.

· This priority of function is not necessarily based upon inferiority. Of coarse when it comes to Christ being the head of man clearly we are inferior.   

Now we can move into how this ought to operate within a marriage or the Church.

a. “The head of every man is Christ”: Men I believe this verse is for us to understand & apply towards our wives. To be the head of our house, to be the control center, the person of authority all we need to do is operate in the same manor that Jesus has towards us! So just how has Jesus demonstrated His authority over us? Well let’s see he started out by laying down His life for us while we were still sinners. Then His continual operation towards us is always for our benefit. In John 13:1 we are told concerning Jesus that “having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” In other words He has never ceased to exercise his headship over us & will continue to do so through our eternity. So fellows all we are called to do is just treat our wives as Jesus treats us, no problem right? I might add I don’t think our wives would mind this kind of authority over them at all!

b. “The head of Christ is God”: I’ve deliberately taken this out of order as I believe that Jesus again is the example to show women the proper function of submission. Ok ladies you need to ask, “In what way did Jesus model submission to the Fathers authority?” As we have already scene in Philippians 2 Jesus was equal in His nature to the Father. Both are all powerful, both are al knowing, both are everywhere present at once. Col. 1:15-19 tells us that “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (chief) over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell”. Yet in His humanity He said “I always do those things which please My Father” & “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” What this shows is that Jesus voluntarily consented to a lower position in order to work together. So from this example we see that submitting to authority means a “voluntary commitment to carry out the will of another out of a conviction that God knows what is best to achieve His purpose & has established this order to do so!”   

c. “The head of woman is man”: Those two illustrations I believe frame what the meaning of man being the head of woman. Being the head means: “Surrender of self for the continual betterment of another”. And being under the head of another means: “Surrender of self in support of living together as one in Christ”. This submission is not based upon “personal worth, abilities, intellect or spirituality”. Submission is for the purpose as Genesis says a helper comparable to him or one that would complement him. 

Paul so places these illustrations as to suggest that the rejection of one is the rejection of all. In other words you can not reject the divine order of men being the head over women with out rejecting Jesus being the head over the Church & the Father being the head of Christ. Yes, men ought to exercise their authority Like Christ in love for the betterment of the person they are over but that does not end the woman’s role any more then the woman not submitting to the husbands role ends his responsibility. 

Vs. 4-6 Paul now brings the definition of order & submission back within the walls of the Church. The first thing I want you to notice is the phrases “praying or prophesying” & “prays or prophesies”. What is clear here is that both men & women had these gifts & both had the right to do so within the Church the only issue was how these two things were to be done within the church & that is what Paul will explain in these verses. But just what is praying & prophesying?

A. Praying: This is talking to God & is vertical person to God.

B. Prophesying: This is talking to people about God & it is horizontal. 

So both men & women were free to exercise those ministries within the Church but Paul is going to go on to explain that they needed to do so differently. Is this just a cultural thing? Well Paul’s examples are not cultural as verse 8 he gives the reason for the differing ways these gifts are to be exercised as stemming from God who placed an order in the way in which He created us. 


Here is where what Paul has to say becomes a little tricky. There was an established principal of head ship & submission to authority that was clearly seen in society at that time & it was a head covering. Not a veil as some versions translate this word but a shawl that women wore over their heads. It was the custom of the culture at that time. In fact we know that only three different types of women went with out shawls, interestingly enough most of them had very short hair or shaved heads. Prostitutes, lesbians & women caught in the act of adultery. Those who were prostitutes & lesbians did so in defiance of authority, those caught in the act of adultery were punished by uncover4ing their heads. 

Vs. 4 The first thing that Paul establishes is that a man ought not speak to God for man or to man for God with his head covered as this dishonor’s God. Is this saying that men ought not to ware hats? Well the word used for “head covered” is the same used for what women wore & that was a shawl. So what Paul is objecting to is not covering the head as much as the changing of gender roles of authority! 

It is interesting today if you go to Israel they ware a yarmulke which covers the head. But apparently in Paul’s time they did not do so in fact it was a shame to do so. The practice came into being around the 4th century & it was over a miss interpretation of Exodus 34:33-35 concerning the appearance of Moses face after having been exposed to God’ glory. They understood wrongly that Moses veiled his face in the presence of the Lord but the truth is that Moses veiled his face in the presence of people & unveiled his head while in the presence of the Lord. 

Vs. 5-6 Clearly the idea here was that of some of the Corinthian believing woman pushing their freedom of equality to a point of rejecting God’s design of biblical order for His creation. They manifested this liberty by taking off their shawl, which dishonored her head. The word head here is used both of herself & of her husband. She was usurping God’s order & seeing that she spoke to God for men & to men for God it was out of place. Again all women except those three I mentioned wore shawls so she was saying that she was aligned with one of them. You get the picture? It was not that she was speaking to God for men or speaking to men for God it was that she did so in a manor outside of God’s authority. The women that were doing this were rebelling & this rebellion was against God not just the Church or their husbands. Does that mean that all you gals need to but shawls? No we will cover that next week, what Paul is saying is that women need to remember their God given role in Church & not seek to go around it in the name of freedom. It is the order of how God created & the proper distinction between gender roles that he is addressing & by taking off of her shawl she was demonstrating rejection to God’s ordained order. It is not gifting or ability that was the problem just the way in which ministry was taking place.   
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I. Intro

I pray several issues on headship (authority) & submission to that authority were laid to rest last week. Here is what Paul pointed out concerning God’s order in the Church & home:

· There is a priority when it comes to function that God has ordained

· This priority of function is based upon loving submission & not compulsion.

· This priority of function when relating to men & women is not based upon inferiority.   

Paul then in one verse, (Vs. 3) defined both what headship & submission are using the same person as the example, (Jesus)

a. Headship or authority: Is an authority that is completely devoted to self-sacrificing love for the betterment of another. Any single man that does not have that as the standard ought to remain single. This is not the ideal it is rather the standard by which all male authority is to be judged, it is just how the Lord continues to treat us & it is not conditional upon a woman’s submission. It is for this reason that Paul spoke to the Ephesians saying, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.” 

b. Submission: Is also demonstrated by Jesus where He has a oneness of character, service, purpose & life with the Father yet He voluntarily offered Himself in submission to the Father. Therefore submission is not for lack of oneness it is rather out of oneness. It is as well not conditional upon a husband’s biblical application of authority. 

Can you imagine the complete cooperation in the home where the husbands greatest interest apart from his own walk with Jesus was to see his wife more in love with the Lord. And a wife where her greatest desire was to live in complete oneness with her husband? This week we conclude the subject on biblical authority & the church as seen in men’s & women’s roles. 

II. Vs. 7-10 God established order

Vs. 7 The main issue here is to be found in the word “glory” as Paul is speaking about covering the head & not covering the head as it relates to reflecting His glory. But just what is glory? Well it is best understood by going back to man’s creation in Genesis 1 where He made man & declared that what he created was “very good” whereas every thing else that He created was only good. God delighted in His creation of man in His likeness & according to Paul here man was created to reflect that delight. But the question remains just how does man differ from women in that regard?  The only difference is in authority as it was man that the authority was vested & in Adam as he gave dominion over all of creation. Both men & women are called upon to reflect the glory of God but they do so uniquely. 

A. Men reflect God’s authority seen in selfless devotion for the betterment of another. Man reflects Gods delight as it relates to His ruling order when as we have seen is always manifested in His “complete devotion to self-sacrificing love for the betterment of others”.

B. Women reflect God’s desire for intimate fellowship where man can only find companionship through one that is completely devoted to oneness. So woman hand reflects God’s delight in a completely different way, which comes from her creation from man. She was taken from the side of Adam, not from the head so she would dominate him, not from the feet so that he could trample upon her. No from the side, close to his heart so that she could be his companion, his comfort, his love!
Do you see how each represent an aspect of God’s nature that shows His delight? When we look at how God intended authority we see how His power is only & always for the betterment of another. When we see submission we see Him completely devoted to companionship. To me these are perfectly united in the Person of Jesus, as He is both Lord & Savior.   

Vs. 8-9 To further illustrate the principal of God delighting in the way in which He created as it specifically relates to the women’s reflecting His glory Paul reveals two things about woman’s creation:

a. Vs. 8 Origin “Man is not from woman, but woman from man.” Priority, as we shall see, does not imply inferiority just order. Paul will further bring this point in verses 11-12 where we see that partnership is part of order as well as headship & submission. It is important to realize here that though her origin may be different she none the less shares the same nature, which is created in the image of God. Responsibility for woman was given to Adam it was further implied in Genesis when in 2:24 we are told that “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” Again the headship is seen in the man setting the tone in the relationship as the separation from the primary relationship being parental to that of oneness with his wife.  

b. Vs. 9 Purpose “Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.” She was necessary for him as a helper, he was her protector she his caretaker. God has so designed woman as to be the only companion suitable for him. You will recall that God in His wisdom brought all the animals that He had created to Adam to name according to their attributes & out of all of them Adam found none that was his suitable to be his counterpart. 

Vs. 10 Now Paul brings this back to the order in the Church & says that it is on account of God’s original purpose & glory that a woman needs to reflect God’s delight is the way she conducts herself. The words “symbol of authority” is all one word in the Greek & has to do with God’s covering authority or order & her being submissive to that order. 


Paul also reminds his readers of the angelic order in worship as well the angels we are told in an act of submission cover their faces as they worship before the throne. The reason is that they only want to reflect His glory & not be an object of it on their own. The angels covering their faces is placed next to woman having a covering of authority as a sign of glory only being towards the Lord. Any time we seek to change God’s design we become engaged in self-worship & not His worship. That is what Paul is pointing out concerning women’s freedoms & the lack of understanding of God’s design. Again this had to do with pubic ministry, going before God for men & going before men for God she need to make sure that she did so in understanding of her role as being under authority. 

III. Vs. 11-16 Equal yet different
Vs. 11 The key to understanding this verse is to be found in the words, “in the Lord”. Paul is speaking of spiritual equality & he does not want to throw out equality in placing order back in the Church. Both are to be subordinate to the Lord as he tells us in Ephesians 5:21 that both men & woman ought to be “submitting to one another in the fear of God.” Man’s authority is not his it has been delegated to him by the Lord & as such he has no right to exercise it in any other manor then the manor in which the Lord designed it. Male chauvinism is no more biblical or ordained by God then is a woman who refuses to submit to her husband both misrepresent God’s design & glory that He created. 

Vs. 12 As woman originally was formed out of man even so man now is born of the woman. Paul offers this not to speak of equality of the sexes but rather of their mutual dependence in the kingdom of God. These relationships, which are based upon spiritual equality & importance but different in function, are none the less from God. They are designed to complement each other but there are dependent upon both submitting to the Lord’s order as we are told “all things are from God”. We may be different but we are not independent instead we are dependant upon each other both submitting to the Lord’s design. The truth be told biblical order in the sexes does not weaken the partnership it strengthens it. Just as two partners in a dance needs one to lead in love & the other to follow in love for the dance to be ordered so to the relationship between men & women. So Paul relates to his readers equality of persons & distinctive roles.

Vs. 13-15 Now on to the hair issue. Paul looking at the culture where the only women who went around with the heads outside of a shall in public were either prostitutes, lesbians or being punished for adultery, appeals to that culture by asking what is proper. “Is this the kind of message you want your freedom to say”, asks Paul? 


Next he tackles the hair issue in men & women & he does so based upon nature. There is a natural factor involved in the length of hair between men & women. Hair develops has three stages, formation, growth & fall out. The male hormone speeds up the cycle while the female hormone slows down or stops the cycle. That is why woman very rarely go bald & all men will experience hair loss based upon depletion of testosterone levels. Paul’s argument is that God has naturally given men & woman a symbol in their hair growth of his order. Now of coarse length of hair has been a cultural distinction through history & culture, but universally men’s hair has remained shorter then women’s hair. Length of hair then has been a symbol of roles in society through our time & that is Paul’s point. To some degree the length of hair divines their roles in society & Paul points to this as a sign of natural order. Women have a natural since of desiring the hair to look good it is an extension of their appearance where as men are less concerned with their hair. 


Here is how I see this, “Dress & hair length ought to represent God given roles & not be rebellious towards them.” Yet with that said they fluctuate in cultures through out history, in the 60’s men had very long hair & there was a flap abut it from many a conservative church. Some would not let men in their services if they had long hair. Paul does not say that long hair on men is a sin only that it is “shame” & those who have less hair on their heads probably agree as they are trying to come their hair that it is a shame they don’t have much any more. 

Vs. 16 Finally Paul s says that if someone disagrees with the God given roles for men & women then don’t bother arguing with them if they are ignoring the Word of God society in general & the culture that would see them as prostitutes, lesbians or adulterers then they have clearly demonstrated that they have a far bigger problem then praying to God or speaking the Word of God outside of their authority they have a heart issue before the Lord. 


Let me take this moment to this moment to say to all of us that we need to place ourselves in obedience to the Word of God as it relates to biblical headship & submission. Honestly any struggle in this area is always a problem of submission & in both men & women’s cases it is a problem of submitting to the Lord!                      
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I. Intro

Paul now takes up yet another concern that disrupted the Church & that is the way the Corinthian believers practiced communion. You will recall that the context of this passage was dealing with freedoms that were not checked by love. Over the last two weeks we took up the issue of “headship & submission” & discovered that “Disorder is always the outcome when love is sacrificed for our personal liberty”. Now we concern ourselves with the second of these that deals with “Liberty being vaulted at the cost of love becoming nothing more then self-love & the casualty being “True worship”! 


As we look at the Lord’s supper it is important for us not to miss the reason for Paul writing about it in the first place. He is writing to correct hearts that although were participating in communion did so with a wrong heart. Jesus only instituted two ordinances, “baptism & communion” & His Church has been disagreeing about the way they should be practiced every since. What we will find in this section is that the Lord is far more concerned with the heart that partakes then how often & what the elements are!   

II. Vs. 17-22 Loveless feasts

Vs. 17 Notice how different Paul’s words are when addressing the errors they had concerning communion compared to his correcting their lack of understanding concerning headship & submission. In verse 2 Paul wrote, “Now I praise you, brethren” & here we read Paul saying “I do not praise you” why the difference? Well we are told in verse 23 that they already had received the truths concerning communion & were still “coming together for the worse”. The term “worse” comes from a root word that means “moral evil” these believers were coming together in the Lords name to celebrate & were indulging in an evil. Disorder is the outcome when love is sacrificed for liberty but if this heart problem continues unchecked “self-worship” is what will transpire & that is what Paul has to deal with. The words “In giving these instructions” loses a bit when compared to the Greek as it literally means a “command passed along to another”. The phrase is a military one as when an officer pass along a command to his subordinates. Simply put Paul wanted them to understand that what he was going to say concerning communion was not mere advise it was a command they need to follow to the letter.   

The early church practiced a feast that was followed by communion, called the agape feast or “love feast”. The first picture of it is found in the gospels as the disciples met in the upper room with Jesus to celebrate the Passover feast & it was this time that the Lord chose to institute the Lords Supper. In Luke 24 where two of the disciples were traveling on the road to Emmaus when the Lord met up with them but they were kept from recognizing him. It was not until they sat down to have a meal with Him & He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them that their eyes were opened and they knew Him. In Acts 2: 42, 46 we are told that this became a regular part of the Churches time together as they “continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” This apparently was done “daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart”. Paul states two problems that had come into the “love feast” that were anything be loving:

a. Vs. 18-19 Cliques: Paul says that when they came together for this common meal that there were “divisions” among them. The word here is where we get our word schisms from & to make matters worse Paul said that these schisms had come during the assembly of believers. In chapter one Paul had spoke of these schisms in terms of identification with certain teachers now we are told that the schisms were also along social prejudices. Some of the Corinthian believers were practicing “class distinction” against their fellow brothers & sisters who they felt did not measure up. Paul makes sure that he says that this is what he has heard & in part believes, as he had not witnessed it personally. We have come to expect these things from the world but when carnality & worldliness creep into the Church it reveals a spiritual sickness. These schisms had developed into “factions” or parties in which people had taken sides on. The natural tendency when the flesh manifests itself is division & division left unrepented of leads to separation. Yet as horrible as that is within the Church Paul says it exposed those who were unfaithful as well as those who are faithful. Often times these things led to personal as well as corporate spiritual growth for all parties. MacAurthur has an interesting statement on this as he says, “Those that are approved are made manifest during adversity & hardship & it is only those so tried & tested that should be entrusted to lead the Church. ” Though the Lord does use these factions it is also important to remember Paul’s words to a young pastor named Titus when he admonished him “Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” In other words if these factions are left undealt with they will move from mere disruptions to total destruction of the Lord’s Church.       

b. Vs. 20-22 Self-centeredness: The word supper is a word used for the evening meal but with it being called the Lord’s it took on a greater meaning & importance as it was to symbolize unity & love for one another that was derived from His love for us. The practice became one in which those who had far less brought what they could & all were to participate equally. For some this was the only real meal of the week & as such was an act of charity on the behalf of those who had plenty. But the Corinthian believers had turned it into a class war, as the wealthy would not share what they had brought with those who had little. Instead they choose to eat with only those who were of the same social class as they were, some were even getting drunk. The purpose of coming together was unity & harmony of believers where the truth that Jesus has “broken down the middle wall of separation” (Eph. 2:14) & now “there is neither slave nor free” (Gal 3:28) ought to be freely seen & practiced. Paul says it would have been better for those who had much to stay at home & eat by themselves then to come to Church & act the way they had towards their fellow believers. Not only were they offence towards their fellow less fortunate brothers & sisters they were offense to the Lord in whom they were there to celebrate.

III. Vs. 23-26 Three views of communion

Vs. 23 This becomes a very important verse even outside of the context dealing with communion, as we believe that this epistle was written prior to any of the gospels. Paul says here that he “received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you”. Paul makes sure that the Corinthian believers understood what apparently he had told them before, that the teaching concerning communion was not merely his opinion, or some truth that has been passed along from person to person. No what he had told them had come from the Lord Himself. Paul said something similar to the Galatians in 1:12 where he says that he “neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

There is a practical sense that all that study the Word of God & then have the responsibility & privilege to communicate that to others “receive from the Lord that which they also deliver to others”, it would do us teachers well to have this verse visible while we study & teach! In fact I dare say nothing that any teacher of God’s Word will ever has to say will have any effect upon any human heart unless it has come from His heart to our heart! God’s Word is always a “heart to heart” transfer all the more important that the teacher of His Word stay out of the way!  


Paul now reveals three views of communion that he received from the Lord. But first notice the timing of the event itself, “that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread”. This is the historical setting in which the Lord instituted communion, yeh so? Well think about this won’t you? 
· In the midst of satans greatest effort to destroy God’s work 
· At the time when all the world was set against Christ & it seemed inevitable that He would be defeated 
· Jesus instituted a celebration! 

What does that tell you? Well I see two things:

a. The Lord is extremely confident of His victory in as much as the very time He is being betrayed he throws a party to communicate His victory! Doesn’t that just excite you? Especially as it relates to our walk & warfare as Christians. In Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians he reminded them that “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”. (10:4-5) 

b. Secondly the timing of this doesn’t escape my attention. God always seems to wait to do His best work at the time when satan & the world are doing their worst! Look out through scripture & see if it isn’t so, time & again you will see this pattern established by the Lord. So why does he do so? Well I think it is so personally we who follow Him will understand that we are “in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” (Rom 8:37)      

1. Past: Vs. 23-24 “The Lord Jesus…took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” It is important to realize the historical setting in which the Lord chose to institute a new celebration & how that relates to us. The feast that they gathered together to celebrate was a memorial feast, Passover. It is here that the Jews celebrate their deliverance from 400 years of slavery to Egypt by the direct intervention of God. Why this night & this feast? Well Egypt in scripture is a symbol of the world & here Jesus took His disciples & showed on the same night of God’s intervention of deliverance from slavery to the World how God was going to do even a greater work In delivering all who believe on Him from bondage to the world. Think of this a moment won’t you? When some one dies & you have a memorial on their behalf do you remember their death or their life? Why you recall their life don’t you? Well here Jesus want’s us to look back upon His death at our regular memorial times on His behalf. Why? Because he was offering His body (all that He is) for us! The word “broken” would better be translated “given”, as we know that not a bone of Jesus body was broken. At communion you & are to look back at His death as our substitute paying the debt we owed but could never pay. Jesus willing gave himself to die upon the cross for our sins. For years people have been arguing over who killed Jesus. Some say well the Jews killed Jesus, then there are those that say that the Roman’s killed Jesus but the truth of the matter is as we are told in 2 Cor. 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Do you get it? It was not the Jews or the Roman’s that killed our Lord; no it was your sin & mine! His body was given “for you” go ahead & put your name right there in your Bibles that is who is responsible. So at communion we look back at our Deliver who at the cost of His life forever has freed us from bondage to the world!      

2. Present: “In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” Their were four cups offered during Passover:

a. The cup of sanctification: It is here that they thanked the Lord for bringing them out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And Exodus 6:1 was read “Now you will see what I will do”. As the Lord revealed His plan by which He would redeem Israel.

b. The cup of plagues: Here they would read Exodus 6:6 “I will free you from being slaves”. They recall that God had warned Moses that Pharaoh would not head the message which God had given him & it would take His own hand of deliverance.  

c. The cup of redemption: This was offered after the Passover supper with the words of Exodus 6:6 “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm”. It is this cup that they are to remember the blood of the Passover lamb that was sprinkled upon the door posts & of which meat they had just eaten. It is hear that Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.” It is only through His outstretched arms that we have redemption it is His blood as the Lamb of God that has freed us fro the rightful penalty of our sin. 

d. The cup of praise: Finally this cup is offered with Exodus 6:7 “I will take you as my own people & I will be your God”. Then they read each line of Psalm 136 which has the repeated stanza “His love endures forever”! 

It was the third cup of the Passover that became our communion cup, our New Covenant in His blood. Thus we look at His life poured out as our Lamb in order that we may have new life! We look at our present life in Him & the reality that our old life has passed away on the cross. Notice that we are to continually be reminded of this new life, new power to live out of bondage to the world! We have a present day reality because of His blood we are in the Beloved, seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.         

3. Future: “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.” The final view of communion is offered to us hear as we are reminded to do so “till He comes”. Here then we look forward to the day that Jesus spoke of in Luke 22:18 “I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” That will be the cup of praise where we will all proclaim “His love endures forever”. We eagerly await that day that we are told about in Rev. 19:9 called the “marriage supper of the Lamb”. What hope we have that John spoke of in 1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

IV. Vs. 27-34 Looking at yourself before you look at others
Finally Paul over two things we ought to do before we take part in communion:

a. Vs. 27-32 Examine your heart: The key to understanding this is in the words “unworthy manor”. Clearly none of us are “worthy” to partake of communion based upon merit but that is not what the words mean. The words mean “not genuine” thus irreverently as the Corinthians were doing. When people trample or burn the flag they do so to the dishonor of those whose blood was shed for their freedom to do so! That is only a minor glimpse of what Paul says they are doing when they partake of communion with a wrong heart. Further more Paul says that those who have continued to partake of communion with a wrong heart have become weak, sick & some have even died. Not as punishment but rather in order that they would get there hearts right. So what should they do if they don’t have a right heart? Well confess as much before the Lord tell Him the truth & ask Him to change your heart. The judgement is not eternal damnation rather it is discipline. The remedy for unworthiness is to judge ourselves prior to partaking & He will be faithful to forgive us our sins. Got a wrong heart? Well ask the Lord to change it, Then go ahead & partake of communion! Paul says even if we are disciplined in one of those three ways for partaking in communion in irreverent manor it is so that we would not be condemned with the world. 

b. Vs. 33-34 Look at other differently: Simply put the fruit of examining our own heart first ought to be manifested in the way we see our brothers & sisters. Paul wrote to the Philippians in 2:3-4 that we all ought to, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”    

So that is how we are to deal with our heart if it is not right as we approach the Lord’s table amen!

1 Corinthians

“A Church in need of Christ”

III. Main teaching: 1:11-16:12

Answers to questions: 7:1-16:12

12:1-14:40 On spiritual gifts
12:1-7

“All in all”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-3 The purpose in the gifts

III. Vs. 4-6 The power in the gifts

I. Intro

In the 12th chapter Paul takes up a new question that will be addressed for the next three chapters “spiritual matters”. He had spoke to them concerning fleshly matters (practical matters) here he moves to deal with things of more the super natural realm. In this chapter we will look at gifts of the spirit in the body of Christ. Then in the 13th chapter Paul will address what the exercise of the Gifts of the Spirit ought to produce in the individual believer’s life, “love” or the fruit of the Spirit. Then in the 14th chapter Paul will conclude with order by the Spirit in the Christian service. 


In the first 11 verses of this chapter Paul will outline for us three important truths concerning the gifts:
a. Vs. 1-3 The purpose of the gifts

b. Vs. 4-6 The power in the gifts

c. Vs. 7-11 The point in the gifts   

I suppose that any discussion on this subject would not be appropriate without first examining what the purpose of the Church is. There are three views that tend to dominate most of society’s opinion of what the purpose of the Church is:

1. A great many think the purpose of the Church is to hold once a week meetings & every thing is geared towards that meeting. 

2. Some think that it is social welfare agency designed to meet the needs of the community it has been placed in.

3. Others view it as a religious country club in which like people gather together to enjoy each other’s company.

I suppose that in some form all of those activities could be seen in the Church but that is not what the purpose of the Church is for. The Church is not a religious organization it is a living organism, which has been created & empowered by the Lord who is its head as well as indwells all who have been born by His Spirit. In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus outlined what the purpose of the Church is when He told a synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth that. “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” Do you see those six things? 

1. Preach the gospel to the poor

2. To heal the brokenhearted
3. To proclaim liberty to the captives 
4. And recovery of sight to the blind
5.  To set at liberty those who are oppressed
6. To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD
In 2nd 2:16 Corinthians Paul asked a valid question “who is sufficient for these things?” Who indeed? You may be wondering what this discussion of the purpose of the Church has to do with the gifts of the Spirit, well in that same chapter in 2nd Corinthians Paul answers his own question by saying, “our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” It is for purpose of the Church that the gifts of the Spirit have been given. It has been well said that Jesus’ Church ought to all adopt this statement:

· Our motive is only for the glory of God

· Our message is only the gospel of God

· Our manpower is all the Church of God

· Our might is only by the Spirit of God

II. Vs. 1-3 The purpose in the gifts
Vs. 1 You will notice the word “gifts” is italicized which means that it is not in the Greek. Literally this reads “Now concerning spirituals” & it refers to spiritual matters in general & gifts specifically. Then also notice that no matter what might be said of these Corinthians & their ignorance concerning the gifts Paul still identifies them as fellow believers in Christ. They were not acting as such but they none the less still belonged to Jesus. I’m personally thankful of this truth as there are times I don’t much resemble Jesus either but may lack does not take away from His calling & in fact it the truth of this that will enable me to look more like who has called me & less like the old me! 


The word ignorant here is the Greek word where we get or English word agnostic or without knowledge thus this suggest that they were without knowledge as it related to spiritual matter specifically the gifts. When it came to the gifts of the Spirit these Corinthians acted more like children with toys instead of adults with tools & Paul sought to correct that ignorance. 

Vs. 2 Apparently part of the problem with their practice of the gifts stemmed from their background prior to becoming believers. The way they had practiced their worship of idols had carried over into their practice of the gifts of the Spirit & Paul reminds them that they “were Gentiles carried away” not that they still were. As unbelievers they were being controlled by the powers that lie behind mute idols & were subject to being led by that deception. The confusion for the Corinthian believers lay in misunderstanding the difference between:

a. Being “carried away” by idols: The words mean to be taken under armed guard to prison or execution. In this state they would lose their emotion, intellect becoming forced to go & act as dictated.

b. Being “led by the” Spirit: The Idea here is that Holy Spirit guides us in harmony with our new nature leading us into that which glorifies God.

Vs. 3 How would you be able to determine whether or not the way in which the gifts were being exercised was “carried away” or “Spirit led”? Well Paul offers a twofold test:

a. Negatively  “Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed”: The word “accursed” is a word of great condemnation that mean to be cut off. It is hard to imagine a Christian uttering such a blasphemous statement let alone saying that it was the Spirit of God who was directing such a speech. So What is Paul’s point? Well hear the words of Jesus concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit in John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” The sole work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is to magnify Jesus to us. Thus any said exercise of the gift of the Spirit that demeans or diminishes the person, work or need for Jesus in any way can not be from the Holy Spirit. No matter how much emotion or enthusiasm was demonstrated in the gift if it draws away attention from Jesus & our dependence upon Him then you can tell that it was not the Holy Spirit’s involvement that was doing so!       

b. Positively “And no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit”: Thus the opposite would be true as well any work of the Spirit that seeks to exalt & magnify the person, work & need for Jesus can only come from the Holy Spirit. Notice that Paul carefully chooses his words of that which the Holy Spirit will magnify. He does not say that all who say that “Christ is Lord” neither does he say that all who say that Jesus is savior but rather that Jesus is Lord! Jesus is his human name “Jehovah is salvation” it is He that is in charge of all things that pertain to my life. He is not just in charge of my salvation He is in charge no matter what. Jesus is not just good when things go our way He is good all the time, He can not be anything other then good! 

I had a glorious experience this week during some of the darkest times I’ve gone through. A fellow pastor called me who knew nothing of my recent circumstance; in fact we really are not that well aquatinted. He called me to tell me that during his devotion that morning while reading a particular Psalm he was greatly encouraged by what it had to say to him personally. While praising the Lord for ministering to him the Lord spoke to him that the psalm was not meant for him but rather it was meant for me. He had never been so directed to call a fellow pastor but was impressed by the Spirit to do so. The verse is 112: 4 “Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.” As encouraged as I am by the words that state the promise to the upright that  “light will arise in the darkness” I’m even more blessed by the words that affirm His character being “gracious, full of compassion & righteous”. The work of the Holy Spirit affirmed Jesus as Lord character towards me. 


So in this twofold test stated negatively & positively we see a universal law that is impossible to undo: The Holy Spirit will always operate in a way that exalts Jesus! Thus what ever the gift or manifestation no matter how great the enthusiasm or emotion be used & the words being said if that is not the result then it is not a work of the Holy Spirit. 

III. Vs. 4-6 The power in the gifts

Having given this test which reveals the purpose of the Gifts to exalt Jesus Paul now moves to reveal the Power behind the gifts. 

Vs. 4-6 We are introduced to yet another great truth concerning the gifts of the Holy Spirit & that has to do with “diversity through unity”. Differing kinds but same Spirit, Lord & God. Paul peels back the veneer of the gifts to reveal to us Who it is that is behind them. 

a. Vs. 4 The Spirit gives the gifts: It is important recognize here that these allotments of gifts are not of our making but rather according to verse 11 & here based upon how the Spirit wills. Soon we will be celebrating Christmas where we are all wondering what it is that will have under the tree. When we were younger we would try to sneak a peak or at least a rattle. But when it comes to the gifts that the Spirit of God as far us we are afraid to look or ask. Here is what we know about His gifts to us they are for the purpose of:

1. Glorifying the Lord Jesus

2. For the profit of all (verse 7) 

To exercise them you will need to come to the tree of Jesus & open them there but you don’t need to be afraid as what He has for you may differ from someone else that has even the same gift but it will always be the Holy Spirit behind the giving. Now we are not talking about natural abilities, such as the ability to be athletic or to sing well. Those are gifts as well but clearly Paul wants to make a distinction as he calls these gifts “manifestations of the Spirit”, more on that in verse 7.         

b. Vs. 5 The Lord assigns the opportunities: There are many ways in which these gifts will find service with in the body of Christ but we are told that it is none other then Jesus who assigns the opportunities. It is interesting to me that Jesus spoke to this matter in given the parable in Luke 19 saying that the good servant “Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” In John 21: 16-17 it was Jesus that assigned Peter the task of tending & feeding  His sheep! In Acts 22 as Paul argued with the Lord in the temple about being the right man to preach to his countrymen the Jews, it was Jesus that assigned him the opportunity saying, “Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.” The word for ministry here is the same word for deacon & it service & it reminds me that Jesus assigns the opportunities & they are not about my self service or promotion, instead they are about promoting His kingdom & serving Him & His people.    
c. Vs. 6 The Father empowers the result: Finally we see that it is always the Father that produces the results He is the One that makes sure that the gifts the Holy Spirit has given that the Son has assigned opportunities will produce the results He has ordained. Paul writing to the Corinthians in 2:16 says that those results will be “death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.” You can look through out scripture & you will always see the Father involved with the results. Why in the beginning of the Church as the Spirit gifted the disciple’s & the Lord gave the opportunity it was God who “added to the church daily those who were being saved.”     
Finally notice the words “all in all”, The results are guaranteed as it is the Holy Spirit who has given the gifts & Jesus who has placed us in the opportunity. Is that not great? God is going to work as we are told in Phil 2:13 that it is “God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” We can just allow the Holy Spirit to gift us & be open to whatever gift He wants to give us. The we can allow the Lord Jesus to assign us the opportunity to serve for His kingdom & we can be certain that God will secure the desired outcome for His glory. In the 31st verse of this chapter Paul is going to say “But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.” What are the best gifts you ask? Well the one that is need at that moment & the one that is exercised in love! So lets pray to the Holy Spirit right now & ask Him to give us the gifts that He wants us to have, then lets us ask our Lord Jesus to assign us the opportunity to use the Gifts the Holy Spirit has given us. Finally let us ask the Father for the results that would best glorify Him & further His kingdom!  
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I. Intro

Last weak we began to look at Paul’s teaching concerning the spiritual matters specifically the “gifts of the Spirit”. First we discovered the purpose of the gifts & we saw that The Holy Spirit will always operate in a way that exalts Jesus! Paul even offered a twofold test to see if this was so as the Holy Spirit will never operate in a way that makes the person & work of Jesus less important in the believer’s life. The opposite is true as well as every gift that the Spirit gives will magnify or need for & dependence upon our Lord. Further more Paul opened our eyes to the “Power behind the gifts” as we saw the trinity at work. 

· Vs. 4 The Spirit gives the gifts
· Vs. 5 The Lord assigns the opportunities
· Vs. 6 The Father empowers the result
A simple word study in this chapter will reveal Paul’s topic in an interesting way; the word “Spirit” appears 11 times in this chapter eight of those times in the verses we are studying. Then the word “body” appears 18 times 4 of those in the verses we will look at today. It is in those two words that we will best come to understand the Holy Spirit’s work in & through the believer & just what is that work? Well the Spirit gives life to the body! How so you ask? Well we know according to John 20:31 that “life” is in believing in Jesus so it stands to reason that the Holy Spirit will continue to cause us to trust in His name! So in these verses Paul will point us to the point of the gifts as well as a sample of nine of those gifts & finally show us how unity is possible through diversity. 

II. Vs. 7, 11 The point of the gifts

Vs. 7 Here in this verse Paul makes three statements concerning the “point” of the gifts. 

a. “But the manifestation of the Spirit”: The word “manifestation” is a word that means to “make clear or visible”. So we take note concerning the gifts that their design is to make clear or visible & not to be hidden or confusing. But what are they to make visible? Well look again, these gifts are manifestations of the Spirit not of us. The manifestations of the Spirit are not to be making us visible but rather Him (the Spirit). As such we know then that these manifestations are not based upon our abilities or talents; albeit God does uniquely create us with certain abilities & talents, but that is not what Paul is speaking of here. These gifts are making visible the Holy Spirit who in turn is making Jesus more visible that makes them “supernatural” in nature. Now remember that these gifts have been given by the Holy Spirit, then the opportunities to use them has been assigned by the Lord where finally the Father has empowered the result. These gifts are given only to Christians to enhance & strengthen the ability to operate in the Spirit & not in the flesh.            

b. “Is given to each one”: You will see Paul repeat this point in verse 11. Paul points out the truth that the Holy Spirit leaves no one out when it concerns the giving of His gifts. There is not a Christian who would be able to say that, “When it came to the Gifts of the Spirit they were left out in the cold.” No He gives to “each one” “individually” yes it is as He wills but non-the less each one is given gifts. The Holy Spirit is always present in believers but at times through the gifts we are able to see Him even better. There are as we shall see nine gifts that Paul lists here in verses 8-10 but this is not an exhaustive list in fact Paul has several lists in his letters Romans 12:6-8, Eph. 4:11 then Peter has a brief list in 1 Peter 4: 9-11 & depending upon how you count you can come up with 16 to 20 gifts that he lists. Now think of the many differing combinations that the Holy Spirit could give a person. Then stop & think about the unique way each of these gifts would be made visible through the person He has gifted them with. Yet with that said in each situation it will always be the Holy Spirit that will be seen. And how is it we will know that we have seen the Holy Spirit’s image? Well He will always be pointing to Jesus! So again we see the unity with diversity!     

c. “For the profit of all”: Finally Paul brings us to the very point of these super natural manifestations of the Holy Spirit that He gives as He wills. The words “profit of all” is one word in the Greek which means “to bring together” & it cares with it the idea of bringing something that is beneficial for another. The point of the gifts of the Spirit are for the life of the body of Christ they are for others benefit not our reputation or personal glory! If the gift that is being manifested serves me, my ego, my reputation you can rest assured that what you witnessed is not of the Holy Spirits giving. I’m not sure that these words of Paul will clear up all of the confusion & reluctance of the Gifts of the Spirit but I’m sure that they would go a long way in helping the matter. Like so much of the problem in my walk with God if I just realized that it is not about me, then much of what other object to would no longer exist, amen! 

Vs. 11 Having just listed nine of the gifts Paul again brings his readers back to the proper focus. Three other truths are pointed out in this verse indirectly:

a. We are told that it is the same Spirit that works all these diversity of gifts in individuals that He has chosen, yeh so? Well that is the interesting thing the gifts are to unify the body bringing about in each believer through the manifestation of the gifts in others the fruit of the Spirit that Paul speaks on to the Galatians. The Holy Spirit gifting is not to amaze or confuse in fact they are the exact opposite. Well what about on the day of Pentecost? Well it was unbelievers that heard the wonderful works of God that were amazed & confused not the believers as Peter preached just what had happened.    

b. Since the distribution of these gifts is according to His will then we can see that an individual’s gifting does not necessarily mean they are mature in their walk. In fact that was the problem in Corinth as Paul said in chapter 1:7 that they came short in no gift yet in chapter 3:1 he calls them “fleshly” & babes in Christ. How unfortunate it is that some in the body of Christ have said that certain gifts are evidence of a maturity level. This kind of attitude would reveal not maturity but rather immaturity. Paul will further address this point in the 13th chapter as he speaks of the gifts of the Spirit apart from what they are meant to produce in us the fruit of the Spirit.

c. Finally these gifts are distributed as He wills which means that though we ought to seek Him & desire to the gifts He wants to give us for the need to build up others making Jesus more visible, we will need to do so trusting Him to do so as He wills. My point is that like every other area of our life in Christ “Faith” will play apart in reception. That is not to say that if you have been asking for a certain gift & you have not yet received that it is because you don’t have faith, because perhaps it is not His will? In the last verse of this chapter Paul is going to exhort them to earnestly desire the greater gifts. But just what are these “greater gifts”? Well the one that is needed at that moment! Lately I have been asking for the gift of faith, as that is what I have felt is the most needed. At different times & seasons the Holy Spirit chooses to energize the Church with certain gifts needed to unify the body around the person & work of Jesus & we need to be faith be open to His leading!  

III. Vs. 8-10 Description of the gifts

Here Paul gives us nine gifts, which are for the purpose to unify the whole Church as they magnify the person & work of Christ. Alan Redpath has a statement concerning the gifts that just made since to me as he wrote, “The thing that matters now is whether or not we have the needed equipment for the rest of the journey!” I look to these gifts in you to help me on my journey of faith! 

1. Vs. 8a WORD OF WISDOM: One who is empowered to say the right thing at the right time, so that a person can apply God’s truth into their life. The Holy Spirit’s direct insight into truth. And just who is truth? Well Jesus is truth & His word is truth! It is not enough to say the right thing but to do so at the right time that is the work of the Spirit! Wisdom is the application of truth where knowledge is the accumulation of truth. The gift of wisdom “saying the right things at the right time will cause a person to apply the wisdom given by the Spirit. 

2. Vs. 8b WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: One who is called to speak “specific facts” past, present or future not obtained through the natural mind, to others. Here the idea is communication insight of God’s truths with understanding or enlightenment being the outcome.  

3. Vs. 9a FAITH: One who is gifted to exercise special confidence in God’s ability for a specific circumstance. This is the Spirit’s gift of making visible that, which is invisible! In Heb. 11: 27 we can see this gift in the life of Moses as it enabled him to “endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” The gift of faith enables us to supernaturally se Him who is invisible or as we also read in Heb. 11:1 “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

4. Vs. 9b HEALINGS: One who has the gift of curing illnesses or injuries without the aid of natural means or human skill. Literally the word here means “cure” & thus means the gift of making sick people well. I find it interesting that this gift is in the plural as Paul writes “healings” & not healing? Perhaps he does so because we can be fractured on different level can’t we? There are time we need to be restored to health on the Physical realm but there are also times that we need to be restored to health on the emotional & spiritual levels as well.

5. Vs. 10a MIRACLES: One who has the gift of achieving something that is humanly impossible by working outside the known natural laws of nature. The word here is “powers” & it deals with the Spirit’s gifting to do that which on any other realm would be impossible. How many times have you & I faced that which is impossible & have cried out that we need a miracle? Have you ever had that which was impossible manifest it’s self? Have you ever went through the miracles of the N.T.? If you do you will find that Jesus did such things in the most mundane circumstances. I mean at a wedding as the wine ran out he turned water into it, when there was a need to pay a tax he pulled a coin out of a fish. Yeh so? Well isn’t that great? These were no big deals I mean who cares if they ran out of wine at a wedding? This speaks to me that no matter what it is the Spirit desires to reveal that He is above our need no matter how mundane or hopeless! 

6. Vs. 10b PROPHECEY: One who is called to speak edification, exhortation or comfort to the Church from the Lord prompted the Holy Spirit. (foretelling or forth-telling). Here the idea is to make known the will of God to His people, to see what God sees going on in the world & then communicate it in a way that understands God purpose through it! No wonder Paul would write that he wished all the body would be able to do so. We live in such a confusing world don’t we? Oh how we need God’s Spirit to give us His understanding of what we are facing! 

7. Vs. 10c DISCERNING OF SPIRITS: One who has the gift of seeing through a person’s words, teaching or actions to what is motivating them. This gift deals with the Spirit’s ability to examine that which we would be unable to see apart from Him. 

8. Vs. 10d TONGUES: One who is able to communicate with God & express their inner heart in a language never learned which is beyond the limits of human intellect & vocabulary. Look for this gift in scripture & you will see it not for preaching but rather for “praise” & worship. Also you will see it as a prayer language with groans to deep for utterance. 

9. Vs. 10e INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES: One who is able to understand & communicate that which was expressed beyond the limits of human intellect & vocabulary. Here we see the companion gift of understanding so that the whole Church might be edified & built up. Paul will say more on this as he sets the gifts in order in the 14th chapter. 

But all these by the same Spirit working these things to each as He wills the diversity with unity all for God’s glory!

1 Corinthians

“A Church in need of Christ”

III. Main teaching: 1:11-16:12

Answers to questions: 7:1-16:12

12:1-14:40 On spiritual gifts
12:12-20

“Body function”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 12-13 One body, one spirit

III. Vs. 14-20 It’s a small world after all

I. Intro

I started this section dealing with the gifts of the Spirit by looking at what the work of the Church is. The reason I did so is that there are a great many who believe that the work of the Church is what happens right here on Sunday mornings. But Jesus told us what the work of the Church is in Luke 4:18-19 when He expressed that we are to encourage, strengthen & help people become delivered from guilt, loneliness & the rot & ruin of sin. We are to help set them free from their bondage to their destructive habits & lifestyles that has captivated & ruined their lives. If this all sounds familiar to you it is because it is what we can all read in the gospels of Jesus doing in the world while He walked this earth. Sundays or midweek bible studies are not the work of the Church instead they are nothing more then training secessions for the work. In fact that is what Paul told the Ephesians in 4:12 that God gifted certain folks specifically for the training in order that the “equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” might be completed. Why do I mention this fact again? Well because Paul is going to deal with the feeling that we all have at times, the feeling that we are insignificant to the work of the Church because we can’t teach or sing but that is not the work of the Church that is just where you go to get training!  
IV. Vs. 12-13 One body, one spirit

Vs. 12 I’m old enough to remember seeing the signs encouraging young men to sign up for the draft, “Uncle Sam Want’s You!” the sign read. This sign played upon two of the most basic human needs: 

· The need to belong

· The need to be needed

I find that Paul now deals with these same two issues within the body as he shares the truth that all belong & all are needed. Paul will share that the spiritual body of Christ is to function in a similar manor as our human bodies just as our physical bodies have many members so to the spiritual body. Our bodies are incredibly designed & are made up of two main components:

a. The body or the torso 

b. The head, which is the control center for the body. 

The amazing statement here is that the Paul uses the phrase “so also is Christ”. The illustration dealt with the church being like the physical body being made up of many different parts & yet still being one body. But instead of saying the many members makes up the Church Paul says that the many members makes up Christ. Don’t get it? Well we, the many, are not called the Church here but all of us together with our head Jesus make up Him. I think of the unity that Jesus spoke of in John 14:20 where He said “I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” We are so equated with Jesus that our oneness is the means by which He now manifest’s Himself to the world. As the song goes, “They will know we are Christian’s by our love by our love”! There are not many bodies only one body. Yes it is true that you can go around the world or around the corner & find many different churches but no matter what our differences, as born again Christians, we are truly only one in Christ made up of many members. We are tied together by the same life & it is Christ Jesus. How did we get into that body? Well John tells us is his gospel 1: 12-13 “to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Just so we are not confused on this subject John reveals three ways in which you can not become a part of His body:

a. “Not of blood”: That is to say, it is not a birthright because your parents or ancestors were believers. You can not be born a Christian you can only be “born again” a Christian!  

b. “Nor of the will of the flesh”: That is that you can not become a part of the body of Christ by religious practice. Attending or becoming a member of a church does not make a person a Christian. Is it a bad thing to attend a Church? No, but attending a church every day & partaking of all the religious ceremonies they may offer will not make you a member of Christ’s body.  

c. “Nor of the will of man”: Finally it can not be gained through self-effort or improvement. Neither can you become a part of Christ’s body through “good works”. You will never be good enough, sacrifice enough to enter in. “Good works” may show that you have entered into His body, but they are not the means of entrance!  

So then how do we become members of Christ’s body? Well John tells us, it is to those who believe in His name by the work of God! In theological terms we are all “catholic” in as much as we believe in the “universal church” or as Peter refereed to it in 1 Peter 2:9 the priesthood of all believers.   

Vs. 13 Now this phrase “baptized into one body” needs to be put into the context of what constitutes the body of Christ. Paul is speaking of the “baptism with the Spirit” & not the “baptism of the Spirit”! What is the difference? Well here Paul makes mention of the work of the Holy Spirit by which He immerses us into one body which is Christ. This is the baptism every born again Christian has experienced the moment they received Jesus as Lord & savior. It is by this that we have all become temples of the Holy Spirit. Now the Bible does speak of yet another experience with the Holy Spirit & it is called the baptism of the Spirit. It is interesting to follow these two works of the Spirit of God in the Bible.

a. In John 14:16-17 Jesus said that He would, “pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever; the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” Notice Jesus’ prayer for His church as the Holy Spirit’s relationship with each individual is said to be personal, (abide means to make permanent residence with another). Further more Jesus links the “dwelling with” us to be “in us”.  

b. Then in John 20:22 We are told that “He breathed on them, and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit.” So that which He spoke of in the 14th chapter was realized in the 20th chapter after Jesus resurrection as the Holy Spirit was with them & in them. It is this WITH & IN experience of the Holy Spirit that Paul refers to here to the Corinthian’s in terms of Baptism into the body of Christ.

c. How do we know this? Well in Acts 1: 4-8, Jesus told those indwelt WITH the Holy Spirit when He “breathed upon” them to do something. He said, “not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, & that by this baptism they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them & this power would cause them to be witnesses of Him in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Why would He tell them to tarry & wait for that which they all ready had, unless it was yet another encounter of the Holy Spirit that they needed? What was this “baptism” Jesus spoke of here? Well Jesus describes it for us in terms of the Holy Spirit coming “upon” the believer empowering them to be witnesses! That “upon” is a different verb in the Greek then the John passages which speak of indwelling. In Acts the word is “epi” where it is “en” in the gospel.    

d. In Acts 19:1-6 When Paul was in Ephesus he ran into some disciples whom apparently he question their understanding of the work & person of the Holy Spirit. So he literally asks them, “Believing, did you receive the Holy Spirit?” There was lacking the power to be witnesses of Christ & we are told that the Holy Spirit came upon them. These believers were indwelt but not empowered & Paul prayed over them for that empowering. 

e. Now you can trace these two works of the Spirit’s baptism “with” & “of” & you will find that in scripture some times they happen at the same moment such as in the case of Acts 10:43-47 with Cornelius. Then there are other times such as in Acts 8:12, 14-15 in Philip’s preaching in Samaria that these two works of the Spirit happen at different times.          

It is not possible to be a Christian apart from the baptism “with” the Holy Spirit & I believe that it is not possible to be effective in His power apart from the baptism “of” the Spirit. Now it matters not as far as salvation neither does it matter as far as the oneness of the body yet it does matter as far as making the Holy Spirit & Jesus more visible to each other! How unfortunate that this unity of the Spirit has been often used to cause disunity & the gifts of the Spirit have been used to make Jesus less visible. So what are we to do if we have been baptized with the Holy Spirit but not of the Holy Spirit? Well I think Jesus’ words on Matt. 7:7-11 are a great guide as He said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” 

III. Vs. 14-20 It’s a small world after all

Before we look at Paul’s humorous illustrations specifically look at that them generally:

a. Insecurity: In verses 15-16 Notice that it is the “foot & ear” that look at others & feel less important that is the issue. In these verses Paul deals with one of the two major reasons for the gifts of the Spirit not operating in the body as they ought to, the feeling of the one so gifted by the Spirit does not measure up when compared to others. 

b. Superiority: In verses 21-25 you see that it is the “eye” that looks at the hand & says that it has no need of him. In other words the second problem with the gifts not operating, as they ought to in the body is that of the attitude of some who have been so gifted by the Spirit feeling superior to others who also have been gifted by the Spirit. 

Vs. 14 Why mention this now? Well because Paul’s words in verse 14 set the tone for both problems. All Christians belong to His body regardless of their gifting, that is why he just spoke on the baptism “with” the Spirit into the body of Christ. 

Look out at the landscape of the Church today & you will see the same two problems as not all in the body are functioning, as they ought. Some don’t function because of insecurity others don’t function because of superiority & either way it is a tragedy when God’s people:

· Gifted by the Spirit

· Placed to serve by Jesus

· Results empowered by the Father 

Sit & do nothing! When this problem manifests its self with in Christ’s Church often we respond with cold organization & mobilization, hoping to produce the “work of the Spirit in the energy of the flesh”. Trace Church history & you will discover what Dr. Vance Havner described concerning the Church: “First there is a man, then a movement, then a machine & finally a monument!” Those ministries that began as a protest against the dead orthodoxy in time became dead themselves. Why does this happen? 

· Unity without diversity produces uniformity & uniformity produces death not life! 

· Diversity without unity produces anarchy & anarchy produces death not life!

It is only when unity with diversity in the body of Christ is maintained that life is produced. The problem has always been trying to balance unity & diversity, as they are opposites, that is where the 13th chapter comes in as “love” is what balances unity with diversity. Without love the Church of Christ will always be doing the wrong thing:

· Dividing when they should unite

· Uniform when they should be diverse 

The interesting thing is that it is “uniformity” that divides & it is our “diverseness” that unites! 

Vs. 15-20 In using the illustration of the human body for that of the Spiritual body of Christ Paul pick great one. You see our bodies have many different members, we have much diversity in our human bodies don’t we? Eyes that see, hands that grasp, feet that walk & so on. Yet, with all our bodies diversity there is no competition. Can you imagine what our human bodies would look like if they mimicked what the Church often looks like? Why you would we see some very strange & dysfunctional beings wouldn’t you? The truth is every part of our human bodies is essential for the wholes well being! What if our human parts could communicate verbally with the other parts of the body & treated them as we often do the other members of Christ’s Church? Suppose they were out there working building something when a hammer slammed into the thumb on the hand, & here was the conversation they happened? “The Mouth spoke, Hey stupid I told you to get out of the way so quit making your mistake my problem!” “Well it’s not my fault, said the thumb, If the eye would have been watching this would never have happened!” “Now don’t you go & blame me you worthless appendage, why your uselessness is only matched by your ugliness!”   


In these verses I see four attitudes that Paul corrects in dealing with our diversity:

1. Vs. 15 The attitude that just because you are different you are not need: Again this attitude comes from the person who feels less significant & separates himself or herself from fellowship. The “foot” is no less needed then is the “hand” within the body & I’m so thankful that we have feet as well as hands here at Calvary.

2. Vs. 16-17 The attitude that differences are any indication of importance: As important seeing is an eye can not hear & as important as hearing is an ear can not smell. We are so conditioned to rating our differences based upon our feelings of importance. As far as I’m concerned there is only One that none of us can do without & that is our Head. Who is our head? Well Jesus, the rest of us are all on the same level. 

3. Vs. 18 Not realizing that it is God who has created the differences: Isn’t this a great verse? God in His wisdom has placed each of us with the gifts the Spirit has given us & the opportunities the Son has opened for His glory! The diversity with unity is a hallmark of God’s creativity don’t you realize that? 

4. Vs. 19-20 Everybody has something to contribute & nobody has everything to contribute: We are interdependent upon design of God to function together in unity with our diversity, all for His glory!

Next week we take up the second of the problems the feeling of superiority!  
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I. Intro

On October 31st 1904 a 26 year old pastor named Evan Roberts encouraged a handful of youth to stay with him late at the church & pray that the Father & Jesus would be revealed more to them through the Holy Spirit. The outcome is what is known as the Welsh revival & just eight days later the local newspaper reported that 10,000 people had given their hearts to Jesus. By the end of 1904 the “Welsh Evening Express” reported that the local judge sat alone in his usually packed courtroom, looking around at the empty room with no cases to bring to judgement. He was heard asking the court clerk the reason for the situation to which the clerk replied, “Revival, Sir!” By May of 1905 91,508 had given their lives to Christ, bars & sporting events were shut down for lack of interest & the revival had spread from tiny Moriah Chapel in Lougher Wales to around the world!


What prompted Evan to pray was Isa. 64:1 “Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down! That the mountains might shake at Your presence”, in light of this verse he & those students had simply prayed, “Bend me, bend us, O Lord!” 

Why do I mention this story? Well it is to show two things from two angles:

a. What God can do by His Spirit when two or three are gathered in His name with the sole desire to glorify Him! This view is solely from heaven with all of its unlimited resources. Why we are told in 2 Chron. 16:9 that “The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”    

b. Secondly, from our earthly perspective, what to ask for strikes me, or perhaps should I say what not to ask for? The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to make Jesus more visible to us. His gifts are designed for the benefit of others view of Him. Yeh so? Well Evan Roberts & that small group of youth simply asked the Holy Spirit to make Jesus & the Father more visible to them personally as well as corporately. 

The prayer, “Bend me, bend us!” is right on the money as the problem is not God not being visible because He is hidden rather we need the Holy Spirit’s gifts to bend us to see Him more clearly!

II. Vs. 21-26 Greater honor

Vs. 21 In the Physical realm the, “Eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you. ” There is within our bodies a marvelous interdependence between our differing body parts. Yet, as Paul mentions within in the spiritual body of Christ this interdependence is often replaced with independence! We all seem to suffer from time to time from two very different extremes, both of which come from our insecurities:

a. Vs. 15-17 Pity “They don’t need me”: It was the “foot & ear’s” own evaluation of themselves in light of others that caused them to think of themselves as been less important. And what was the antidote to such “self pity”? Well Paul; told them in verse 18 “But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.” Our importance is not based upon human evaluation but rather upon God who has placed us just as He pleased! 

b. Vs. 21-27 Pride “I don’t need them”: Here it is the “eye & the head” that look out at other’s & feel superior. And what is the antidote to such an attitude? Well Paul says in verse 24 “But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it”. There is within out physical bodies a mutual dependence upon the varying parts of our bodies. Our eyes are very thankful for the skull that holds them other wise they would just roll around on the floor & soon would become worthless. 

There is an amazing thing within many churches & Christians that I must confess that at times I have seen within my own heart, the attitude that I can function without the need of anybody else. This “maverick individualism” is what founded America from the pioneer explorer to the captains of industry but I’m afraid that this same self-sufficient attitude has been the ruin of many individuals & churches. The reason for this is that this very attitude is the exact opposite of God’s Word & plan for us & His Church. It is satan that pushes the attitude that we are “captains of our own fate & masters of our own souls”, not God. It is satan’s philosophy that say’s, “God helps those that helps themselves!” This maverick individualism that we prize & honor as Americans has led to competitiveness & rivalry within the body of Christ! John Wesley once said, “There is no such thing as a solitary Christian!” No instead Christians are to function in solidarity not solitary!

Vs. 22-24 Paul makes to observations about the physical body that the Corinthian Church needed to apply concerning the spiritual body of Christ. Notice the comparison with the above verse as Paul says, “No, much rather”. The physical body would never say to another part of the body “I have no need of you!”  

a. Vs. 22 “those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” Think of this it terms of your “vital organs” are they not the most necessary to sustain life? The amazing thing in the Physical body is that all the visible parts of our bodies are designed to be protectors of the invisible parts of our bodies. It would be a tragic loss to lose a hand or a toe but not near as a loss as loosing lung, kidney or heart. Have you ever seen what these parts look like? Lets just say that no one would say, “Wow good looking lung!” Yet if you have trouble breathing you sure are thankful when your lungs work as God has designed them too. I think that the most vital ministries within the Church are the ones no one sees, they are not visible to every one else. Those who pray daily for me & my family, those who make sure that everything is clean & ready so that everyone else can enjoy. The truth is in some ways I’m just window dressing protecting what true ministry is at Calvary. Can you ever think of the tongue boasting of its importance apart from recognizing its dependence upon the vocal cords & the lungs for speech?     

b. Vs. 23 “those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty.” We all have become masters at making our “unpresentable parts” have greater modesty. If this were not so then the cosmetic manufacture would be out of business. Men suck in their bellies & puff out their chests all in the attempt to make our less honorable parts have greater honor. Clothing & the fashion industry also are away that we do so at the same time we realize that our more presentable parts need no help. But when you stop to think about the amount of time & money we spend on our hair compared with that of our hearts perhaps our vanity has spread to our physical bodies as well. 

Vs. 24 God has placed a far different value upon greatness then we have in the world. He in His wisdom has placed (just as in our physical bodies) greater honor upon that which lacks it then the one that seems to get all the notice. Our faces are seen all the time but not so our hearts but medical science has shown the value of the unseen heart is far greater then the seen face. Brother & sisters when we stand before the reward seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10) there will be some surprises for all of us as we shall see that God rewards based upon faithfulness & obedience & not position & achievements. In our world we tend to think that success is the reward to our labor but in the spiritual realm it is no more an indicator then is suffering & many times far less!

Vs. 25-26 The purpose within the physical body & the spiritual body as well is that there ought not to be any division. There is a link between these two verses & the verse 24 & it seems to suggest that part of God’s honoring will have to do with how well we have treated other parts of His body! Division always leads to alienation & God would have us with diversity but never being alienated from each other. What is the standard so we will know? Well Paul tells us that “the members should have the same care for one another.” The same care as what? Well as they would for themselves! Sound familiar? Jesus Spoke of this in Matt. 22:37-40 when He said, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 


Now just in case there may be a question in the minds of Paul’s readers about what he meant concerning “care for one another” he defines it for us here in verse 26 as twofold:

a. “If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it”: In our physical bodies if one part is injured or hurt every other member not only hurts with it but does everything they can to keep it from suffering further. In our bodies the sensation of pain to one member is common to the whole. Now notice that Paul does not say that they “should” suffer with the suffering member but rather they are so connected that they all do suffer with it. In fact the differing parts of our bodies actually watch out for one another, to prevent suffering. Why does it do so? Because the body though many different members is actually one body!      

b. “If one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it”: Like wise Paul continues if one part of experiences something pleasant all the rest of the body enjoys it as well. Think of that favorite piece of pie that your taste buds shared with the rest of your body. Your eyes enjoyed the pie; your mouth smiled at it, your nose enjoyed the aroma. I mean every part of your body delighted in what only your taste buds actually enjoyed, why even your waistline celebrated! Is that not what we ought to be like as the body of Christ? 

III. Vs. 27-31 Greater gifts

Vs. 27 Collectively we are the body of Christ though individually we are many members. Yes we may have different functions & gifts each given by the Holy Spirit & placed into service by the same Lord but non-the less we are mutually dependent upon each other. Paul did not say that it was the duty for each member to care for each other but that it ought to be their nature to do so as is with the physical body. 


Thus the placement of this verse with verse 26 would seem to suggest something very interesting. If you were to lose your hand from the rest of your body your body would not cease thinking & even feeling for it’s missing hand. But what about the severed hand? Do you think the severed hand has any feeling for the body it has left behind? The answer would be no because it is dead. Now here is a way we can check our own hearts towards our fellow Christians. You see if we have a lack of sympathy towards a member of the body of Christ what does that say about our health in the body? It would suggest to me that I’m not acting as if I’m a part of Christ’s body!  

Vs. 28 To this end then God has appointed these to the Church. Do you see that? It is not man that appoints or seminaries but rather God that does. All that man can do is recognize what God is doing. As to the order some see importance while others see a historic order. Either way we know that this again is not an exhaustive list, & that the office given also must first have the gifting to go with it. If it is order of importance as some think then it would have to be in the realm of what he has already said in verse 24 that those that would seem to have less honor are the ones of greater honor. 

A. First apostles: Here these men were those that set out the truth. In the N.T. since of the word we have no more apostles. Yet in the meaning of the word is the duel idea of those set apart to be sent out & in the general idea I suppose that would fit those missionaries who have been set apart to be sent out for the truth. 

B. Second prophets: There are two types of prophecy “foretelling” & the other “forth telling”. In both cases the idea is to speak forth the heart of God to His people. It is the office of proclaiming the truth to the world.  

C. Third teachers: Now not every teacher is a pastor but every pastor ought to be a teacher. Their gifting & office centers around interpreting & communicate the word of God in a manor as to instruct other in the truth.    

D. After that miracles: Those so gifted to work in a manor outside the realm of the natural. I suppose many would have placed this office above the others but it is just another needed function within the body.  

E. Then gifts of healings: Hear Paul speaks of those who were gifted with the ability heal different ailments that afflict the body.

F. Helps: The word here in the Greek is to “give relief in any direction”. Those so gifted by the Holy Spirit & place by Jesus into the body to take the burden off of someone else & place it upon themselves. I don’t think any work of God would make off the drawing board with out these people who function as they do.    

G. Administrations: This is the gift of leadership & is a nautical term that means to steer or pilot a ship. It speaks of one who is so gifted & placed as to steer God’s Church towards its proper destination. Now most pastor’s have this gift but I’m thankful that it is not limited to pastor’s.  

H. Varieties of tongues: This was the gift that the Corinthians prized as being the highest but it was for the praise of God not of themselves. 

Vs. 29-30 This is a rhetorical set of questions with the answer being no to each one. It is plain that Paul is saying that not all speak in tongues & yet there are still some that insist that tongues is “the evidence” of the baptism of the Spirit. Paul’s point is that of verse 11 where he said, “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” 

Vs. 31 Paul’s final two statements dealing with unity & diversity in the body of Christ are:

a. Seek to be useful: “But earnestly desire the best gifts.” Seek to be useful, as the greater gift is the most useful so seek to be useful. All to often folks think this to mean to seek the more showy gifts but the idea is that the Holy Spirit’s gifting is for the benefit of others not of self. 

b. Seek to be loving: “And yet I show you a more excellent way.” In other words we ought to not only seek to be more useful towards others but more loving in the way that we are useful! Paul will go into greater detail about “a more excellent way” next week.
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I. Intro

The 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians has been called the “hymn of love” & from a literary viewpoint it is one of the greatest chapters ever written. But with that said it must not be taken out from its context of Paul’s correction of the Corinthians misuse of spiritual gifts. In the 12th chapter Paul spoke of the “power, purpose & point of the gifts” in the 14th chapter he will speak of their proper use with in the church. It is here in the 13th chapter that Paul deals with perhaps the most important part of the gifts as they relate to us as individuals, “the right attitude in which they are to operate with in our lives”. 

The apostle John described God at His very being as “love” (4:6) it is perhaps His most visible attribute & therefore it ought to be ours as well! Yet in this Church at Corinth “love” was missing. Oh they did not lack any spiritual gift, nor were they in error in any major doctrine, neither were they lazy in their efforts to reach the world but love was absent! Why is this so difficult for us Christians? We are not alone in our failure to live a life of love. Jesus rebuked the Church at Ephesus who He first approved of there: 

a. labor under extreme trial

b. their purity

c. the fact that they weren’t complainers

Then He said that they left their first love! They had become so busy maintaining separation that they neglected their adoration of Him. Paul is going to set us straight on “love” but it is going to be God’s love not what the world calls love. This love is going to be defined for us & we shall see that it is not mere “attraction” or “affection” that Paul is speaking of here but rather he is speaking of “commitment”! You will recall Paul said in his last sentence of chapter 12 that he would show us a “more excellent way” well he is going to but don’t expect a warm & fuzzy message just because we are speaking about love as I have discovered this may be the most convicting section of scripture in all the Bible!

II. Vs. 1-3 Greatest attribute

In this section Paul speaks on the preeminence of love over every other gift. By doing so he elevates the “fruit of the Spirit” above that of the “Gifts of the Spirit”, the reason for this is that “love” is the motive or goal of the gifts & it was what was missing in Corinth. Some one has well said that agape love is the “circulatory system” of the body of Christ. 


In Paul’s letter to the Galatians he wrote of the Fruit of Spirit as “love” which manifests its self is eight ways:

· Joy is love enjoying itself

· Peace is love resting

· Longsuffering is love waiting

· Kindness is loves reaction

· Goodness is loves choice

· Faithfulness is love keeping its word

· Gentleness is loves empathy

· Self-control is love resisting temptation  

Notice that through out these three verses Paul uses the first person pronoun “I”, as he wanted his readers to understand that what he was about to say on love was for him as well. In these three verses Paul compares certain gifts of the Spirit against the spiritual fruit of the Spirit “Love”. I think again it is important to first understand that Paul is not speaking of “love” the way many today think of it. He is not using the word in the Greek that means romantic feeling or attraction. Neither is he using the Greek word that speaks of strong affection or friendship. As valid of human love as they are when dealing with others they can often slip into a “I love me & only want you!” conditional love. Instead Paul is speaking of agape or God’s love, best-understood in John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” A love that is best described in self-sacrifice for anothers benefit without any personal reward.  


There are four things we humans prize in our self’s & others. And Paul lists them here next to love to show how then can not operate apart from loves motivation behind them. 

1. Vs. 1 Communication “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels”: Oh how we value the ability to communicate. Paul seem to suggests two forms of communication here: 

a. The “tongues of men”: Why with the right words & speech men have been motivated to do all sorts of things. The eloquence of a good speaker who can not only get his point across but do so in a manor worth listening to. I suppose all of us at times have been frustrated with our inability to say what we wanted to say & wished that we could just speak better. 

b. The “tongues of angels”: Whether or not this is meant to suggest as some think that angels have their own language as many of the Jewish Rabies believed is doubtful. What is the language of angles? Well I rather think that it is praise, as that seems to be what you always hear them saying. Or perhaps it is prayer? Again I is a beautiful thing to be able to praise the Lord in song or word.

Yet Paul says as great as it is to be able to communicate weather to men or the Lord with out love all we do is make noise. The greatest words spoken with out love fall short of any use. Why even reading allowed the “love book”, the bible apart from love is just noise. It is love that puts healing in words & joy in praise! 

2. Vs. 2a Knowledge “though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge”: We all desire to learn, to understand things especially the things of God. At times we have all wished that we could just understand something better it would make it all right. Prophecy is the gift of speaking forth the heart & mind of God & couple that with understanding all mysteries & all knowledge. Why that would be great you say, yes it would but with out love, with out God’s actions to go with such knowledge what would the value be? Balaam had such knowledge & chose to make a profit instead of be a prophet. Yet Jeremiah weep over the nations problems as if they were his own, as did Jesus in His ministry. Their love abounded all the more in knowledge & understanding. Truth with out love is brutality!     

3. Vs. 2b Strength “though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains”: I look at faith, “trust” as the best definition of what strength is. I have discovered that perhaps this next to love may be my weakest area of my spiritual life. Oh to so live life with an optimism that really understood that nothing was impossible with God. Jonah had great faith it was for this very reason that he sailed in the opposite direction from sinful Nineveh as he knew that if they trusted God they would be saved. And after the reluctant prophet walked the city even the animals were covered with the sign of repentance & God did spare the city much to Jonah’s disgust. For all his faith that God would save such a wicked city where was the love for the lost in it? His strength without love profited him nothing. 

4. Vs. 3 Passion “though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned”: Here we see self sacrifice or as I like to say passion! Given all worldly goods away to help the needy where the Jews were taught you never needed to give more then 20% but here Paul says someone giving all they had. Or how about the ultimate sacrifice of giving your life away? Some see this as the branding with an iron which meant becoming a slave others dying for a cause either way the idea is the same. We humans admire those who so live with great passion don’t we? Who so sacrifice for the cause yet Paul says that such sacrifice without the right motive profits nothing.   

No take those things that we humans prize communication, knowledge, strength & passion great as they are of human traits without God’s love they amount in our lives to nothing. To so live our life’s without learning to love is to waste our life & time no matter how impressive our accomplishments maybe! Value is determined not by the gift but rather the motive behind the giving Paul says. It is the motive of love that sets a person a parts, it is the motive of love that will cause them to make music instead of noise, become something instead of nothing & gain value. The littlest done in God’s love is greater then the greatest done without!
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I. Intro

In the first three verses of chapter 13 Paul shows what the value of love is when compared to gifts of the Spirit that humans prize: 

· Communication: The power of speech, the eloquence of conversation of man or of angel. Yet with out love we are just a big noisemaker. People say things like, “They just like the sound of their own voice!” Why? Because love is not the motive behind the words! 
· Knowledge: The ability to understand mysteries, education we humans have long thought holds the key to our behavior but it doesn’t. Understanding things does not make a person understanding does it? So what is it that makes a person useful in their education? Well it is when the motive of their knowledge is love.
· Strength: The power, yes strength to stand fast when others run is another gift we prize. Yet this type of faith apart from love can quickly become stubbornness & in flexibility. How so you ask? Well take Elijah whose faith caused him to stand against Jezebel in one chapter was that which caused him to see himself as the only one doing so the next chapter.  
· Passion: The heart of passion that is willing to make any & every sacrifice fro the which it believes. Yet it is not the act of sacrifice alone that causes us such awe it is rather only the motive of love, which lies behind it. People selfishly sacrifice their lives every day for that which they are passionate about but all that leaves behind is broken hearts.    
Oh how we humans value these gifts in others & ourselves but the truth is apart from agape love these gifts, these qualities are nothing!

III. Vs. 4-7 What love is
Now in these verses 4-7 we are given the most complete biblical description of love, or if you will the virtues of love. Here is what we saw:

1. This definition is really not a definition in the Greek at all. The Greek forms of these words are not adjectives, which would describe something, but rather they are all verbs, which tell what something does! Agape love can only truly be understood not be what it IS but rather by what it DOES! Unless God’s love acts it is not God’s love!

2. Vs. 4-6 Look at these verses carefully & you will discover that love IS really only does three positive traits found in verses 4 & 6: 

a. Vs. 4a Patient “Love suffers long” The word describes a person wronged who easily has the power to get even but will never do so. Love’s primary action is towards other for their benefit not hurt even when hurt. 

b. Vs. 4b Kind The word here only appears here in the N. T. & has prompted some to think that Paul coined this word by combining two Greek words “gracious” & “useful”. Do you see what love does, it is graciously useful & the context would suggest that this action was towards those who you could of taken vengeance upon but hadn’t. 

c. Vs. 6 Honest “rejoices in the truth” Finally love
 is always on the side of truth but more then on the side rejoicing in that side. Yes, love acts graciously useful but not at the expense of truth. Love is always consistent with truth & in action towards others to act untruthful would be an act of unkindness. Love can not rejoice in any wrong, it looks for good, hopes for good & may even emphasize good but all that is good will be found in truth & not falsehood. 

We Christians do not have to produce agape love, in fact we can not as Paul wrote in Romans 5:5 that “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

It is interesting to note that in chapter 12:8-10 Paul listed nine gifts of the spirit even though it was not a complete list. Now if we combine tongues & interpretation, as some do, you have eight. Hear in these verses we have the opposite as we see not the gifts of the spirit but rather the eight “curses” of the flesh. These eight things in our hearts will always hinder God’s love from acting “patiently, kindly & honestly” towards others. These eight qualities seen in our flesh are things that love never has anything to do with. In fact agape love will with holds us from behaving in such away, love holds us back from acting the old way while moving us towards behaving like Christ. So what we have here is a complete portrait of what Jesus looked like by seeing what he did & did not do!    

1. Vs. 4a “love does not envy”: Love & envy are mutually exclusive of each other you can not be lovingly envious. Love can see the inequalities of life & remain content with the place given it by God. Envy has two ugly forms:

a. I want what someone else has: If they have something that we don’t have then we want it. If someone has been rewarded or praised for something & we haven’t then we want to get praise as well.

b. The second is worse as it dose not care to have what the other has it just hates to see the other person have something at all. 

In either of the forms envy will hinder agape love that is patient, kind & honest from being manifest. Think of how many times envy has hindered God’s agape love from being visible in your life, love does not envy!   

2. Vs. 4b “love does not parade itself”: This word is not used anywhere else in the N.T. It means to flatter with hope of gain a reward. Love never seeks the praise or applause of others, it does not put on parade or seek to be a spectacle to be admired. Don’t you just love this about the Lord when He healed folks He told them not to tell anyone? Jesus’ greatness was displayed not just in what He displayed but in the things He suppressed as well! There is no swagger in love, love is too big for that. You see love is not about self at all instead it is all about others!  

3. Vs. 4c “is not puffed up”: The word in the Greek means to be filled with air, perhaps today we would say “full of ones self”. Love is never arrogant or disrespectful towards others instead love is always humble. If being full of hot air describes arrogance then it would be save to say that love is self-deflated!  To think of ones self as being better then another is a sure-fire way to quench love. Paul wrote an amazing thing to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:15 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” Paul wrote to the Romans in 12:3 that “everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”

4. Vs. 5a “does not behave rudely”: Love is never ill mannered or impolite instead it is courteous. Love looks out over the rights & feelings of others before self. Love never wants to do anything that would cause shame, instead it seeks to be gracious. I have been on missionary trips where those who were there to serve expected the folks to wait on them. Many a Christian in their zeal to share their faith have acted with out love & behaved rudely & what was rejected was their attitude & not the gospel. Love may be far more then being polite & considerate but it is never less.      

5. Vs. 5b “does not seek its own”: Literally is disinterested in self, wow what an incredible world we would live in if the world was just disinterested in self! Love is not selfish instead it is selfless! That is its own interests, neither is it stubborn or inflexible when it come to its interests. Love adjusts as far as its own discomfort is concerned. One person wrote, “If you could just cure self interest you would have just replanted the garden of Eden!”  

6. Vs. 5c “is not provoked”: Love is not aroused to anger, love guards against getting upset. Or as some say love is never bad-tempered or thin skinned. Some versions have placed the word “easily” before the word provoked but that is not in the Greek. I often use the phrase that someone has made me mad & the truth is I have made myself mad being aroused to anger. Love is not & agape will douse the flames of wrath! People are preoccupied with their rights love seeks other before their own. 

7. Vs. 5d “thinks no evil”: Love has an amazing memory doesn’t it? You see the word in the Greek is a term for bookkeeping & means keeps no ledger of wrongs, yet love does keep a record but not of the wrongs only of the rights. Paul wrote in Romans 13:8 to “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.” Love keeps no record of wrongs unless it is to repay with gracious usefulness!  

8. Vs. 6a “does not rejoice in iniquity”: Finally love never is glad when wrong wins no matter who it has victory over. Love only rejoices in goodness & that too no matter who that has been shed on. Love does not delight in exposing weakness of others, yes it will condemn the sin all the while protecting the sinner. Love does not tolerate evil in any form even when done to those who have harmed us! Love, like Jesus will weep over human sin & failure not rejoice in it.   


So we see the eight manifestations of the flesh that will hinder the love of God that has been shed abroad in your heart being manifested in your every day life. In Jude’s letter 1:21 we read his exhortation concerning love & the Holy Spirit. As he says, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”

Vs. 7 Finally Paul leaves us with four things love continues to do every single moment of the day:

a. Bears all things: Literally the word is covers, the idea that comes to mind is like that of an umbrella that shelters from the beating storm. Oh I like that; “Love puts up an umbrella & invites others under its protection!”  Yes when love sees or hears things true or untrue it keeps silent & does not spread it but more then that we are told that love covers a multitude of sins! Interesting love cover what sin reveals! Not only does love not seek retaliation it offers instead protection by getting under the attack & bearing the brunt of it for others. Oh the depth of His love for us is passed our comprehension.    

b. Believes all things: This does not mean that love is easily deceived or naïve, rather it means that love lacks suspicion when dealing with people. Love just seems always to be able to trust the best in others & will believe so until proven other wise then start all over again. Love is not cynical it believes someone is innocent until proven guilty. When one has blown it love will consider not the failure but the struggle that led to it & what they must have went through before they fell. Oh we can all do with a little more of this love can we not? 

c. Hopes all things: When love has been disappointed in the one it has trusted it will yet hope for better things. That is the optimism of love in spite of all appearances to the contrary even when trust has been broken love comes back again & hopes that there will be a turn around later. No person or situation in this life is totally hopeless as long as there is breath says love, there is always a place to begin again & love will find that place of restoration. Barnabas found Paul, & love continues to find each & every one of us.  

d. Endures all things: Love can not be conquered, it never quits, never gives up on anyone. The term is a military one that means to hold a vital position at all costs. Love hold fast to those it loves & will stand against overwhelming opposition & refuses to stop covering, trusting & hoping because love will not stop loving. Love will not even wither or fade through time it is still as fresh as the day it started 

Simply put, “Love covers what is other wise unbearable; it believes what otherwise is unbelievable; it hopes in what otherwise is hopeless & endures when everything else other then love would give up!” That my fellow Christians is the portrait of Jesus & it ought to be the portrait of you & I. Lets pray the Holy Spirit keep us in the love of God. 
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I. Intro

In the first three verses of this chapter Paul spoke of the value of love & how it is superior even to the gifts of the Spirit which the Corinthians prized. Then in verses 4-7 we were treated to the virtues of love as we saw what love does & does not do. Paul now concludes this chapter on loves longevity, which he will show two ways:

a. Vs. 8-10 First, Paul measures loves longevity based upon time, to which he makes a remarkable statement, “it has no end”.

b. Vs. 11-13 Second, Paul measures love not on mere time but rather upon its quality through out time & makes an equally remarkable statement that love will never evolve or mature into a new state it is pure perfection.   

That is what makes this section so completely remarkable is that there is only one thing that needs no tweaking, instead it tweaks those who are so fortunate to allow it to have its perfect work but it does not need to change. I’m very much like this church in Corinth I’m afraid, indwelt by the Spirit of God, sent by the Lord to reveal His love to a community enslaved by the flesh & the worlds system. But instead of being a huge contrast between the community which is full of self-centered & self-willed people & Christ’s character of love I look far more like the city then I do Jesus. It is His love in action that ought to set me apart from the world not just what I say I believe but rather how I live in love! 

Where is the conquest of Christ’s love through my life? All too often I look to some “new thing” to cause people to want to leave the old life behind. I have prayed for a “new encounter” with the Lord but it is not something new that I need rather it is to be mastered by His love which has already been shed abroad in my heart! It is so simple yet so profound: “Jesus will impact the world where He has placed me to the degree that His cross has mastered me!” It is the life mastered by His cross that I will be “patient, gracefully useful & honest” towards all. It is this life mastered by His cross that I will not display envy or parading of my self, inflating my own importance. Neither will their be seen any rude or self seeking behavior nor temperamental attitude that takes a record of wrongs or rejoices in others misfortunes. No there will only be His love displayed to a world that with all it technology, gadgets & gizmos can not compete with the love of Christ! 

II. Vs. 8-10 The permanence of love

Vs. 8a The three words of this phrase could fill volumes of books as to the depth of their meaning & impact upon lives. What a bold statement just on its own “agape love never fails”. Having already seen Paul define agape love not on what it is but rather what it does we will not go further instead lets look at the other rich words of this phrase:

a. Never: The word in the Greek refers to time not frequency, what’s the difference? Well if something never failed but was very seldom used then we may say that it “never has failed” but we could not say it “has never failed”. You see it all depends on where you place the “has”! Paul’s point then is that agape love in reference to time will not end, you could use it every moment of every day past time & it will not end! Agape love, like whose character it represents, is eternal. Just how long is “never” anyway? I mean is there another side of never? Think of all the things we now trust in hope in, find our security in that are not even close to “never”. Yet Paul says agape love has no end, I mean we can not exhaust agape love it just keeps on going doing what Paul had already said, “trusting, hoping & enduring” all things! 

b. Fails: The Greek word carries several ideas that the English word is very weak in defining. 

1. The first idea is that of decay, such as a leaf or a flower that falls to the ground. As glorious as those are in their season when they serve their purpose they cease being useful. Paul says love has no decay, it never ceases being useful it will never fall to the ground!

2. Second, it carries the idea of losing ones strength like a person who has worked hard all day & has become exhausted because of exertion. Paul says agape love never grows tired, never loses any of its strength. Agape love is as strong at the end of being used as it was when it was first started being used. So often we may think that we need to pace ourselves so as to have enough at the end as we do in the beginning. Not so with agape love in fact we will not have any if we won’t at first use what we already have! 

3. Finally, the word carries the idea immovability. There is nothing that can dislodge loves permanence. Paul wrote of this in Romans 8:38-39 when he said, “I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Remarkable is it not the things here that can not dislodge agape love, which is in Christ! 

Put all these together & you come up with a clear picture of these three words statement: “Love’s eternal nature is always useful, never tires & is completely immovable!” Speaking of Jesus love John wrote in his gospel in 13:1 “having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” That is to say, Jesus loved His disciples past never!

Vs. 8b Having made that most remarkable statement Paul now contrasts that against the gifts of the Spirit, which are useful in the present but one-day will cease to be. His point is that their design was not “always” to be useful, tire in since of need or be immovable. The gifts that the Corinthians prized, “prophecy, tongues & knowledge” were only for time & will no longer be need in eternity. 

A. “Prophecies, they will fail”: Not so much the gift of predicting the future as it is revealing the meaning of the present. The word fail is “done away with” & thus we will one day no longer need the understanding of the present nor the future. As much as it is necessary to have this gift now it will out live its usefulness & strength thus be moved out of the way. The present & the future will one-day merge & we will no longer need this gift.  

B. “Whether there are tongues, they will cease”: The gift of speaking praise beyond what we have been taught will come to an end. This will come to a close, as we will no longer be hindered by life in this world. Now it may be pointed out that the words dealing with the limited scope of need for “prophecies & knowledge” the words “fail & vanish” are the same where Paul uses a word for tongues ending that means “cease of its own accord”. Some have used this to argue that “tongues” was just a novelty & stopped on its own at the end of the apostolic age but that is not what Paul says. He never says that it would stop on its own at a different time as the other to gifts. Instead he speaks to the manor of which it will cease will be a different way not the time in which it does so.     

C. “Whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away”: The knowledge spoken here is that gift to apprehend spiritual truth will be done away with. So this to will be done away with. 

Vs. 9-10 Here Paul explains why these glorious useful gifts will one-day cease being so, “For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.” The words “in part” simply mean imperfect or partial. God just gives us glimpses now, as it is all we can handle until that which is perfect has come. The word “perfect” is rendered mature in the Greek else where. So Paul speaks of a time of “perfection of maturation” when the gifts which are needed for maturing will no longer be needed. The question is when will this be? 

· Some suggest that this refers to the completion of the Bible & as such we no longer need the gifts. Well as much as we might like to believe that I can say that having the completed Bible has not made me perfect. In fact it has shown me how imperfect I am. 

· I believe that Paul gives us the interpretation of “that which is perfect has come” in verse 12 where he says, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.” When will we see “face to face & know just as I also am known”? Well only when we are in eternity. So yes, “prophecies & knowledge will be done away with” as well as “tongues will cease on its own” but that will be only when we are in eternity!

So Paul has spoken on the “longevity” of agape love showing that its longevity is do to the fact that it will never:

· Cease to be useful

· Lose its strength

· Or become dislodged 

III. Vs. 11-13 The perfection of love

Vs. 11-12 Paul now moves to the second aspect that shows agape loves longevity & that is seen in it’s quality. To do so Paul uses two illustrations that reveal the perfection of love:

a. Vs. 11 This illustration deals with the difference between childhood & adulthood. As a Jewish male Paul could well understand “becoming a man” as it happened during their bar mitzvah (son of the law). Prior to that there conversation, feelings, thoughts & actions were all child like but suddenly they were to be a son of the law, an adult & put away such things. Things that were perfectly fine were instantly changed. Children are suppose to act as children but when you see a full-grown man acting as a child it is a tragedy. It is not that the speech, understanding & thoughts of a child are wrong they are just inadequate for an adult. There is a natural growth & development that ought to take place & so to in our spiritual development. The gifts are designed to lead us to operate in love to not do so is as Paul already stated “nothing”. So Paul says that he made the childish ways inoperative in his life, yet with that said the most mature Christian is just a child when compared to what we will be like in eternity. Only when we are in the presence of Jesus will maturity be reached. It is for this reason that we make heaven our goal, growing in His grace & knowledge our aim until “mortality may be swallowed up by life.”    

b. Vs. 12 This illustration deals with the difference of vision between looking through that which opaque & looking at something direct. The ancient world did not have windows as we have & their mirror were polished brass neither of which gave an accurate image. All of vision is that of imperfection which one-day will be swallowed up by perfection. We do not see things as they truly are we see imperfectly but the quality of love is what gives us perfect vision. Love offers a clarity that will not change even in heaven it is perfection!

Vs. 13 Notice that these three virtues all “abide” that is they remain & will pass on into eternity. 

a. Faith: This is the deliberate response to the provision of God, it is trust in evidence that has lead to action. Now mark this faith will abide (remain) in heaven. Oh it will be different in as much as faith will no longer lack sight but faith will always respond to God’s glorious provision as we will always have someone in front of us to glorious to behold as to cause us to respond in trust. Faith will go on possessing Him more fully! 

b. Hope: Yes this too will remain in eternity, as hope is that confidence in the future. It is that expectation of yet more to come & this too will not end once eternity comes. Our eyes will be open seeing all there is but with the vastness of God’s glory will constantly amazed & expectant of more of Him. Hope will continue catching new glimpse of His glory!

c. Love: Of the three graces Paul says that this is greatest not more durable or longer lasting but greater. How so? Well it is God’s very nature! God is not faith nor is He hope instead He is Love. God can not believe because He knows everything. He can not hope because He posses everything but He can & does Love because He is love. Love is greater also because it alone is sacrificial as we can only give love to others. Love at once is the strength of faith & the inspiration of hope. 

· Exclude love from faith & all you have is a cold intellectual conviction with no power. 

· Exclude love from hope & all you have is a dream filled with emotion but no foundation. 

· Oh but add love to these & see into eternity no wonder Paul starts chapter 14 with the admonition to pursue love! All we need is love Christian the world can not compete, it is what our lives are to be all about to become more loving, patient kind honest! Everything must move to that end or be regarded as a waste of our time!      

