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“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

I. Introduction: 1:1-14

a. Vs. 1-2 Greetings in grace

b. Vs. 3-14 Praise for our inheritance

1. Vs. 3-6 Planned by the Father

2. Vs. 7-12 Paid for by the Son

3. Vs. 13-14 Protected by the Spirit

II. Statement of Purpose: 1:15-23 

“Praying for progression in the things prepared for the person in Jesus” 

III. Main Teaching: Chapters 2:1 - 6:20

A. Things Prepared:

1. Chapter 2 Our Position

2. Chapter 3 Our Power

B. For the Person:

1. Chapter 4 A Walk Worthy

2. Chapter 5:1-7 A Walk in Love

3. Chapter 5:8-17 A Walk in Light

4. Chapter 5:18-21 A Walk in Power

5. Chapter 5:22 – 6:9 A Walk in Wisdom

C. In the Purpose of God: 6:10-20

1. 6:10-12 Warfare

2. 6:13-17 Weapons

3. 6:18-20 Watchfulness

IV. Conclusion: 6:21-24

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

I. Introduction: 1:1-14

c. Vs. 1-2 Greetings in grace

Ephesians 1:1-3

“Every spiritual blessing in heavenly places”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 1-2 Greetings in grace

III. Vs. 3 Show them what they have one

Growing up in the age of T.V. I can still remember watching people dressed up in goofy costumes vying for the opportunity to participate in the game show called “Lets make a Deal”. The object of the game was to force a decision between something the contestant already had won to something that did not yet know. Inevitably you would hear the words of the host Monty Hall telling them to pull back the curtains & “show them what they have one!” Yet even after they had won he would try to get them to give it up for something else. Their frustration was that they never knew what they had given up until after it is was too late & even though it looked like a good trade old Monte would show that there was something still hidden behind the door or curtain they had just given up. Looking at this letter I’m stricken with the similarity between that game show & our own Christian experience. You see we Christians seem to fall into two very disappointing categories:

1. Those who have no idea what they have won in Christ Jesus.

2. Those who have been persuaded to let go what they have won for something of far lessor value. 

It is to this that Paul writes this letter reminding the reader first of what they have won & secondly to persuade them never to trade it for anything else!   

II. Vs. 1-2 Greetings in grace

Vs. 1a Like all letters in the N.T. they follow a specific pattern & this letter is no different. The first few sentences the writer identifies himself & usually we skip right over this part & on to the rest of the letter. I’d like to suggest that you don’t do this, as there is much meat in the introduction. In fact there are three specific things Paul reveals about himself in this verse. 

A. First of all we are given the writers name, “Paul” but that had not always been his name. In Acts 7:58 we are told that his name had been Saul & he was from the area of Tarsus which is right near the border of Iraq & Turkey. He became a Rabbi & studied under Gamaliel who was one of the best-known teachers of Judaism at that time. He became a leader in the antichristian movement in Jerusalem & was in the midst of this activity persecuting & arresting Christians when he himself became arrested by the presence of the Lord. So Paul was not a sympathetic follower of Jesus, no he was a pathetic persecutor & worse yet he was not some uneducated fellow, he was a man who was well schooled. So what could cause such a change, what information could elicit such a transformation? Well Saul had in encounter with the risen Lord that changed him from a man full of himself to a “little man”. A man who refused to list his pedigree, his accomplishments & rather just state his name. Paul sums up his life before & after in his words to the Philippians in chapter 3:4-7 saying, “though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.”  

B. Secondly, he calls himself an “apostle of Jesus Christ”. Whatever he was had been lost & now there was no greater thing in his mind then what he wrote here. But why was it so great? Well we get insight to this from his words to the Corinthians in 15:9 where he wrote them saying, “For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am”. The marvel of it all to Paul was that God had chosen him at all & more then that to be sent out as a representative of the risen Lord. As he wrote those words “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ” he must have felt as I do when I say my name next to the words “servant of Jesus Christ”. There is a sense of mystery & awe at God’s ability to take the worthless & ruined life & turn it into His work of art! Further more this transformation was not owed to superior training but rather that he, as said of Peter & John in Acts 4:13, that “they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”

C. Finally there is one other thing Paul draws our attention too in this statement about himself & it has to do with his “vocation or calling” & how he had come to do what he was doing. What he was, what he had become was by the “will of God”! The great question in life as to our vocation is not what we are doing but rather is what we are doing “by the will of God”? We ought to be able to take out the words “Paul & apostle” & fill them with our name & vocation & be able to complete the sentence as it relates to ourselves. Oh how we struggle with this do we not?  

Vs. 1b Here we are also told to whom this letter was being addressed & Paul reveals three things that Christians are in this verse. There is some dispute as to the destination of this letter as the word Ephesus does not appear in some of the older manuscripts. The reason for this looking at the rest of the letter is probably because this was a circular letter first sent to the Ephesians & then re-read in the other churches in the area. Ephesus was the capital of Asia & as such it was the political & commercial center of the region & a place where Paul had spent around three years in a very successful ministry. Yet with that said it had been around 10 years since he had last seen these believers & he was writing them from house arrest in Rome awaiting his trial. 

Three things that every Christian is:

a. To the saints: It is unfortunate that this word “saint” has been so miss defined. In fact of you look up the word in Webster’s dictionary you will find their definition as “one officially recognized especially through canonization as preeminent for holiness”. The problem with this definition is that those that wrote it apparently never read the N.T. because Paul did not write to dead people but rather those that were living! They were people just like us who had struggles & difficulties at work & at home. Simple put they were “not especially recognized” for being holier then everybody else based upon some group of people seeing if they had preformed two miracles & after their death if someone had prayed to them for a cure & became whole. The word appears 9 times in this letter alone & it literally means “set apart”. Allow me to use a more modern word, “To the DIFFERENT ones who are Ephesus”. That is the basic idea of the word. These folks had been recreated “different” then the rest of the people in Ephesus. How interesting is that when it seems to me so many in the Church is trying to be like the world? These believers were in the world but they were no longer of the world they were behaving differently then they once were. It is not that they didn’t face the same problems they once did only that they approached those problems differently. Their life style had changed as did there approach to life.          

b. Faithful: The 2nd characteristic is that they were those who had exercised their trust but in a whole new place “Christ Jesus”. Much is made on the word faith but the truth is every person has faith the only difference is what it is in. Most folks have their trust in themselves where these Christians had their trust in Jesus. They were not saved because they had lived faithful lives; no they were faithful because they had trusted Jesus instead of themselves. Now the word “faithful” reminds us of not being quitters, these Christians just couldn’t stop trusting Jesus I mean they were addicted to following Him in every area of their lives. This by the way is why we Christians are so different from the rest of the world & how we ourselves once behaved; we just can’t help ourselves!    

c. In Christ Jesus: “In Christ”, “In Him” appear 18 times in this letter & 9 of those are found in verse 1:3-23 alone. The phrase means more then just trusting Jesus it means being “joined” with him into one body so as what is true of His is true of us positionally! What ever these “different faithful followers” were was not based upon their own accomplishments or inward character, no it was because of Jesus. Paul put it this way in Philippians 3:9 “being found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith”. 

So we are:

· Different

· Faithful

· Joined

But what has done this? How did we attain such transformation? Well the next verse though a greeting tells us.

Verse 2 There are two great gifts given each believer causes us to become “different, faithful & joined” to Christ.

a. Grace to you: The word describes God’s great kindness towards those that are by nature undeserving of His favor. Here is what is great is that His favor is not just given to us when we first trusted in Him then we have none. No, it’s continually available to us. Practically speaking “all of His love, power, truth” all of Him is given to us & it will never run out all we have to do is apply Him to our lives.    

b. And peace: Because of the above fact then we have also peace with God & the peace of God. But what is peace? Well peace is freedom from everything that would cause us worry, fear or anxiety. Oh, not that we will not face things that may cause us these things but here we have the antidote to all that will trouble us. We have a basis of security & trust outside ourselves & the situations we find ourselves in that can not be broken. Rom. 8:39 declares “nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus”. Pry as it might, run as we may, we have peace when ever & wherever we trust Him. 

Yes but how can we be so certain of them & mean what if we just so blow it or things become so great as to dislodge us fro grace & peace? Well I suppose that what be a problem if they came fro us, but look carefully at where they are found, “from God the Father & the Lord Jesus Christ”. 


Hear me out on this, as we are not just exposing useless information. We are plumbers here not politicians as we are learning how to fix the leaks in our lives not just spend money & time talking about doing so. What could we possible do that would ever take away His love for us being that He did for us while we were yet sinners? And what circumstance could be larger then the creator? So our anxiety, worry & fear has found a permanent death in the arms of God the Father & the Lord Jesus Christ. 

III. Vs. 3 Show them what they have one
Vs. 3 There are four powerful truths in this verse that you need to notice:

a. Who it is that is behind all these blessings?: The word blessing is the word we get our word “eulogy” from & means a declaration of goodness. Where does such a declaration of goodness come from? Well Paul tells us from, “the God & Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. What this reveals to us is that these blessings are in now way brought about by the activity of men. It is God alone who does all of this. There is no demand or conditions placed upon these blessings only the direction for obtaining them “in Christ”! The emphasis here is not on what He gives as much as it is on that He has given all of Himself!    

b. When it is we will get these blessings?: Look at those words “has blessed us” & what does it tell you? Well it suggests to you that these are not some sort of points you obtain as you do better. No, the truth is this is not some future promise rather it is a reminder that He has already given you all of Himself & you have had Him all along! You mean that I had all blessings found in my relationship the moment I first received His love? Yep! Folks the progression of our spiritual lives comes by way of our understanding this truth. What we have forgotten in our miss placed zeal is that that only activity that will change us or anyone else is that which God has done & not what we will do! Everything in our lives in Christ is about what He has done for me not about what I’ll do for Him!

c. How much of them will we receive?: Well Paul says, “every spiritual blessing”. Not most, some, all but a few, but every! God’s aim as seen in the three times repeated word blessing is to bring every spiritual blessing your way! These blessings are spiritual in nature & not material, “Oh I knew there was a catch!” On the contraire the material is passing the spiritual is that which last forever. Do not think that the use of the word spiritual limits the extent as it only refers to the source as His blessings are designed to bring about His goodness in every area of our lives. There will be times in this life that we may not appreciate His blessings nor understand how what we have gone through will be a blessing but one day we will marvel at how in “all things He work together for good to those who love Him, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” (Rom. 8:28) 

d. How do we obtain them?: Here we are told that they are “in heavenly places in Christ”. Here we see that we can only obtain them “in Christ” which is not a problem seeing that we are “in Christ”. Also we see that these blessings are in heavenly places which does not speak as being “out of reach” but rather not bound by earthly limits. Five times in the first three chapters Paul mentions our riches in Christ how glorious is it that we can come to our spiritual bank any time & with draw more of His with out fear of theft! There is an invisible reality of our life that Paul writes to the Colossians saying that “our life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Col. 3:3) Simply put we can tap into these blessing any time we want no matter what the circumstance or need. 
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“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”
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Vs. 3-6 Planned by the Father

Ephesians 1:3-6

“Chosen, adopted & accepted by the Father”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 3-4 The road beyond the fall 

III. Vs. 5-6 The wealthy beggar 

I. Intro

The story is told of an old Indian who had a small piece of land where he had a little flock of sheep, which barely brought him enough income to survive. One day all of that changed as an oil company doing test drilling discovered on his land vast resources of oil. Contracts were signed; wells were dug & enormous amounts of money were deposited in his name in the local bank. In the matter of a few months he was the one of the wealthiest men in all of Texas, yet as far as anyone could tell he never once changed how he had lived his whole life. He still maintained his little flock of sheep that would barely supply his necessities. Every so often he would walk to town & go into the bank & stand before the bank manager & say the same thing, “Grass all dead, water holes all dry, sheep all sick!” Every time this would happen the bank manger would do the same thing; he would just bring the old Indian into the bank vault & show him all the money & say, “This is all yours!” The old fellow would just stand in that fault take a deep breath count some of the money, smell it & after a while walk out of the fault & go over to the bank manager & say, “Grass all green, water holes all full, sheep all well!” Brothers & sisters we are in the fault right now! 

II. Vs. 3-4 The road beyond the fall

We start the longest sentence in the entire book, as from verse 3-14 is all one sentence. Through out these 12 verses the words that directly relate to our position in Christ appear over 27 times, as well as some of the major doctrinal truths of the Christian faith. But Paul did not write this long sentence to bore us with theology, no quite the opposite. In the 3rd verse Paul had started to share with the Ephesian believers concerning the “goodness” that God has graced us with for simply being in Christ. Then as you look at the start of the 4th verse you see the little phrase, “just as” which suggests that Paul’s mind went to examples of the “goodness of His grace” towards those in Christ. The division of these 12 verses flows nicely as Paul comes up for air three times in praise:

· Vs. 3-6 “to the praise of the glory of His grace”: In these four verses we see that Paul is amazed by the plan of the Father, as it relates to the “goodness of His grace”.

· Vs. 7-12 “to the praise of His glory”: In these six verses Paul is overwhelmed by the payment made by the Son for the “goodness of His grace”.  

· Vs. 13-14 “to the praise of His glory”: Finally in the last two verses Paul praises the protection of the Spirit as it relates to the “goodness of His grace” towards us. 

Do you see what has happened in these verses? It is simple; Paul got carried away as he began to think of the riches that had been given all those in Christ. We are taking a walk through Fort Knox & what is amazing is that the gold is not someone else’s it’s all ours in Christ!


There are three things that blew Paul’s mind as it related to the “goodness of God’s grace” in the plan of the Father, & they are some pretty heavy theological terms:

A. Vs. 4 Election: “He chose us in Him”! We will look at His choosing of us & handle the truth of our election.

B. Vs. 5 Adoption: “Having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself”! It is always amazing to me how folks get all bent up on the word “predestined” & completely miss what we have been predestined too which adoption as sons! So we shall look at the plan of the Father as it relates to our adoption & yes we will ponder that adoption be means of predestination.

C. Vs. 6 Acceptance: “He has made us accepted in the Beloved”! Finally Paul was moved to praise as he realized what the final outcome of God’s plan was, namely our acceptance in the beloved.   

Allow me to set up certain guidelines as it relates to these truths of our inheritance:

1. This ought to be self evident, but none of these have to do with any person who is not “In Christ”, no person who has not be “born again” can lay claim to any of these riches.

2. As Christians these truths are factual whether or not we feel they are or not. Sort, as natural laws are they operate not on how we feel but rather impersonal as they just are. The natural law of gravity does not care whether you feel there is such a thing or even if you are in the mood for gravity. 

Vs. 4 “He chose us”: Here we have what is commonly called “election” Here is what we see concerning our election: 

a. He: That is the choice was God the Father’s. Jesus spoke these same words to His disciple’s in John 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you”. Concerning our love for the Lord we are told in 1st John 4:19 “We love Him because He first loved us.” Simply put God the Father is the initiator, further more the tense of the verb “chose” in the Greek indicates that it was a choice He made by himself & for Himself! We are told that in that thrice repeated phrase “to the praise of His glory” in verse 6 that the choice was predicated on His glory even above His choice being beneficial to us! So how does this truth effect me? Well since it was His choice & He is perfect & can not make a mistake then means you are not a mistake! Now it would be a whole other matter if the choice was mine & He was forced to take me. Think through out time of the myriads of people that have walked on this planet & realize that He chose you, makes you feel pretty darn special does it not? 

b. Chose: Here is where we get a little disturbed concerning our election being His choice & our free will. It is two parallel truths that are impossible to reconcile for us. Here is what we know concerning His choice & our choice:

1. John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him”. As stated above God is the initiator! 

2. 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is “not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” The fact that sin entered through our failure has not altered God’s desire for fellowship with us, in fact He still offers an invitation for all & indeed draws us to saving trust. 

3. Matt. 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you”. Yes, the invitation is made to all but because of the fall people must respond to the invitation. Well how do I know if I’ve been invited well “come to the party”! “But I don’t think I want to come to the party, well then I guess you weren’t invited.” D.L. Moody handled election & free will by saying, “The Whosoever wills are the elect, & the whosoever wont’s are the non elect!” The problem with election is not election rather it is our depravity in light of His choice. How far did we fall? Did we slide up or did we slide just a little down or was it all the way into the pit? Well the Bible answers that by telling us that we were “were dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) & that there was “There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable”. (Rom. 3:11-12) Simply put His choice was purely His not based upon looking own the road seeing someone better or with more potential because we were hopelessly & helplessly lost. One old brother from the South was once asked concerning His position on election & man’s free will & said, “Well you see it’s this a way, the Lord done voted for my salvation; & the devil he done voted for my damnation & I done decided to vote the Lord’s way & we got the majority!”  

c. In Him: This describes for us HOW that the choice was made. There are two amazing things about “HOW” this choice was made:

1. First we ought to be amazed at the truth that we have always been the sole objects of His love & grace. Yet because of our sin His choice could not be based upon our merit. So how can you choice someone who is absolutely completely undeserving?  

2. Well you make the choice by not looking at man in what He is by himself but rather based upon what he is in Christ. Thus the truth that Jesus was willing to have us identified with Him is most amazing & He did so be first becoming identified with us!   

d. “Before the foundation of the world: This has to do with the timing as it relates to His choice & amazingly it was before time began. There was no world or people that would inhabit it. In other words God’s choice was before we have done anything or have been anything for God. Spurgeon once jokingly said, “God certainly must have chosen me before I came into this world because He would have never have done so afterward!” We are not afterthoughts as it relates to His choosing, no we were fore thoughts & as such that means He has not made a mistake & you & I are no mere 2nd class citizens. In Revelation 17:8 we are told that names were “written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world”. Can’t wait to get to heaven & look up my name there in that book of life. What began before time was fulfilled in His time & will continue through out time! 

e. “That we should be holy and without blame before Him”: Here we are given the purpose of God’s choice to make us “holy & blameless”. So how many here are holy & blameless this morning? So what’s the matter with the rest of you? These are very hard for us to receive as we tend to look at these two things practically don’t we? But wait God’s choice & view of us is totally In Christ & as such we are in view “before Him”. So we are not talking about practical appearance but rather positional appearance. So right now the Father sees you Holy & Blameless in Jesus! But what does that mean?

1. Holy: The idea here again is “difference” but as you look out through all the Bible the word has the idea of “wholeness” so we could say that our difference is our “wholeness”. Wholeness by definition means to be restored to ones original function & although we do not always function properly we all have the capacity in Christ to do so!  

2. Blameless:  This is a word that means without spot or blemish & is the same word used to describe Jesus as the Lamb of God. As it should as we are given His spotless nature positionally! So God the Father has declared us as whole & without spot as His Son because we ware in His Son!        

There is one last word that I deliberately left out in this verse & it is the word “us”! Don’t past by it too quickly as all that we have looked at this morning deal with each believer personally God the Father has graced US with His goodness in choosing us personally! Go back & read this choice as the “love story” that it is & realize that it makes all the sense in the world for us to choose Him, in fact it is absorb for us not to (yet there are more that don’t then do), but here we see that He chose us! Movies are made all the time where some “great looking guy or gal” chooses the average “Joe or Jane”. In fact they even made a reality TV show based upon this premise. But we see here that God has chosen you & I in Christ, man is it ever true that history is stranger then fiction!     

So there you have it your election seen in God choosing you, oh how precious He sees us, my prayer is that you will recognize this as well as I believe that the key to our behavior is always to be found in our appropriating His riches to our lives!   
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I. Intro

There are three things that blew Paul’s mind as it related to the “goodness of God’s grace” in the plan of the Father & we have already looked at the first one our election by the Father:

We saw five things concerning God’s choice:

· The choice was all God the Father’s: He is the initiator, which means you are not a mistake.

· His choice His way: Not based upon looking down the road and seeing someone better or with more potential because we were all hopelessly & helplessly lost.

· The choice not based upon merit: Jesus first chose to be identified with sinful man, thus the choice could not be based upon our merit.

· The choice made before time: What began before time was fulfilled in His time & will continue through out time!

· The purpose of His choice was our transformation: Positionally God chooses to see us in His Son as whole and without sin.

Now this week we take up the last two things that blew Paul’s mind as it related to the plan of the Father concerning the “goodness of His grace” towards us. 

· When we move to “Adoption” we realize that that God is into people and that He has a “purpose” for them.

· Finally as we look at our “Acceptance” we realize that His plan for people has a final outcome.  

II. Vs. 5-6 The wealthy beggar
Vs. 5  I often wonder how those who divided the books of the Bible determined just where to place the number sequences. For instance why does verse four read, “that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love” (comma) and not verse 5 read (after the comma), “in love having predestined us to adoption”? There are several reasons why I think this would be a better fit:

A. First the placing of the words “in love” at the end of Paul’s thought dealing with God’s choosing of us is not based upon grammar but rather theology. It seems that some struggled more with the timing of God’s choosing (before the foundations of the world) then they did with God’s “pre-destination”, hence the placing of the words “in love” to soften the timing. 

B. Second it seems to me that if we are going to base the placing of a comma on theology and not grammar then we will have far less trouble with God’s “pre-destination” when we start with the fact that it was done so “in love”! Not to mention, “grammatically speaking,” it makes more sense as we are speaking more on the “purpose” of His pre-destination (adoptions as sons) then we are the act it’s self. As such “in love” goes much more with “adoptions as sons” then it does the timing of His choice!     

To me I have far less problem with God’s timing in choosing then I do with what I perceive the arbitrary nature of it. So when I start out with the truth that His choice was fastened upon His love I realize that His choice was not on a haphazard whim. Simply put His pre-destination is a manifestation of His love which is seen in the goal of this choice namely, our “adoption as His children”! 


Now onto the word “predestined” its self, as it appears only five times in the N.T. and is a compound word made up of two words, “to define or decide” and “before hand”! So what Paul is saying is that in His love God had a “destination before hand” for believers and that was “adoption as sons”.  There are four points that need to be understood when it comes to this word:

a. Four out of the five times this word is used it refers to believers & the only other time the word appears is in Acts 4 where Luke uses it so that the readers will understand that those that were involved in Jesus’ trial and crucifixion did so as God pre-determined that they would! So what’s my point? Only that God’s “destination before hand” has to do with saved people and no where in God’s word do we see unsaved people’s destination before hand being hell! 

b. Further more the believer’s “destination before hand” is not to heaven rather it is adoption as sons. God is not as concerned in placing us in the ideal spot as He is placing us in an ideal relationship!

c. Ah but to confuse us further we are told biblically that we do not come into relationship with God through “adoption” but rather through “regeneration” by being “born again”! That is exactly John’s point in his gospel 1:12-13 as he writes “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” You will notice that there is only one way that you can enter into a relationship with God and it is by: “Receiving Him by trusting in His name which is through the will of God”! John clarifies this by sating three ways that you can not come into a relationship with God: 
1. “not of blood”: It is not a birthright!  

2. “or of the will of the flesh”: It is not by religious practice! 

3. “nor of the will of man”: It is not by self-effort!

d. So just what does our adoption as sons do? Well it has three aspects to it:

1. Past: In Roman law when a person was adopted he lost all rights to his old family as such all his debts and obligations from his previous family were abolished as he was now legally in a new family. In the eyes of the law the person was a “new man”. Our adoption has moved us from the past failures and shame of our old family, “Adam” and has translated us into a new family, the family of the “Son of His love”. This explains a lot does it not? Have you ever noticed how much more tolerant you are of your own children’s miss haps? Why? Well because they are your kids! Ah, the Lord sees us as His kids and even though we continue to blow it when we repent He treats us as if we never have!   

2. Present: Since we know that God’s destination beforehand does not refer to being born again then what does it mean? Well the adoption has to do with our standing as His children in the family, which is as adults, and not children. You see a child can not enjoy their inheritance until they are adults so God in His grace imparts to us not only the right, as John said, to be become children of God, but to enjoy the standing as full adults. But why would He do that? Listen up dear Christian, “So that we can enjoy the riches of our inheritance in Christ now!” In fact that is why Paul writes this letter as he states in verse 18 “that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe”. Every body knows that a child would have to wait until they become an adult in order to enjoy their inheritance but God does not want you to have to wait for it all! Don’t you just love that? God want’s you and I to enjoy some of our riches in Christ right now, today! In fact Paul prayed two prayers concerning this, the first one 1:15-23 was for “revelation” the 2nd one 3:14-21 was for “realization”!    

3. Future: There is a yet future aspect to our adoption when we will be brought into the presence of God, given glorified bodies and so on. Which is not what Paul was speaking on here but we did look at in the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians. 

Having tackled the “big words” of “predestined” and “adoption” there are two other question they need top be asked and answered as it relates to God in His love having a “destination before hand” for believers and that was “adoption as sons”. I personally think that answering these questions are even more amazing:

1. Why did God do it? This is the fundamental question we all ask some time or other, why me? What was it about me that he would chose to do something so marvelous as make me His son? You see we have a “commercial mentality” as it comes to purchasing something. We want to declare value to justify the expense. So we look at God the Father’s plan and wonder, “What in me could motivate Him to spend so much for my benefit?” It is this question that most of our problems arise as it relates to our walk with Him. You see if we answer that question in the positive by thinking that we are just a little better then our neighbor then we become smug and self-righteous. Yes but if we answer it in the negative then we become works oriented and try to continue to win what God has already given by grace and can never be obtained by works! So what then is the answer? Well it is right here before you. There are three elements to the answer and only one of them has anything to do with you and even that one all we do is receive! 

A. “In love having predestined us to adoption as sons”: He gave His love! God makes us more then mere citizens of His Kingdom, more then just His servants, even more then His friends. Why He imparts His nature upon us and makes us His children. In fact Paul wrote in Romans 8:15-17 that we “received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ”.  

B. “According to the good pleasure of His will”: To the good pleasure of His will! It was not only His choice but also His pleasure to do so as the phrase reveals the “purpose” of His choice, which is stated as solely being His delight! We had no control over Him in this, there was no good reason in us for the choice. Ah, but the “good reason” is because He alone is “Good” and He delights and showing His creation His “goodness”!   

C. “To the praise of the glory of His grace”: To give us joy to the glory of His grace! Our joy is energized as we bask in the glory of His grace. He has “be-graced” us and in that “be-gracing” there is a vision of His glory that insights our joy like nothing else. Christian’s we receive no greater view of God then we do when we behold the glory of His grace. Jesus said in regards to this, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”. Why? Because Jesus was the instrument of His grace towards us! 

So put this together and you will understand fully “Why God did it”. “He gave His love to the good pleasure of His will to give us joy to the glory of His grace”. 

2. What is the means that He used to accomplish our adoption?  Well it is right here as Paul states “by Jesus Christ to Himself”. We have been placed into this family to enjoy our inheritance now solely because of Jesus. As such our present relationship has three things to ponder:

a. It is free: Since it is “by Jesus” then the cost has been once for all paid. We don’t have to work at being His adult children we just are, and because we are we work in full joy as His children. Paul wrote to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 8:9) “you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.”  

b. It has unlimited access: Again since our adoption is through Jesus Christ then our access to our glorious riches is unlimited. Not only can we come continually we are expected too! So often we have the mentality that we are some how bugging God when we come to Him and nothing could be further from the truth. God has placed us as adult children in His Son to encourage never to be away from His presence! This is not like some of those cell phone-calling plans that you have to wait to call after 9 pm or on the weekends!   

c. It has unlimited benefits:  Finally since our adoption as adult children not only is “by Jesus Christ” but “to Himself” that means that all the benefits that our Jesus’ as the Son of God are ours as well! These blessings in heavenly places that Paul began to speak on in the first verses takes on a whole other dimension as we see this in light of the Son’s relationship to the Father and ours through the Son!        

Vs. 6b The finally thing that blew Paul’s mind as it related to the “goodness of God’s grace” in the plan of the Father deals with what Paul writes here namely that “He has made us accepted in the Beloved.” These words describe what the “glory of His grace” has done. This word “accepted” comes from the same root word for grace and appears only three times in the N.T. Once in Luke 1:28 where Mary is told by the angel of the Lord that she is the “highly favored one” and then twice in this verse before us where both the words “made and accepted” are the same. In other words God’s grace worked in away that graced us! Again there are three things to look at as it relates to our “highly favored” status:

1. This reveals our eternal position before the Father: Those that Paul will tell the Ephesians in chapter 2 that were “dead in trespasses and sins, who were conducting themselves in the lusts of our flesh, by nature children of wrath” have been made to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.  

2. Since His grace has moved by “be-gracing” us out status will never change: It is He that has “made us” accepted and not we our self’s. which means that this status is not predicated upon our performance but rather upon His nature! We have no ground for boasting then do we? We can only be accepted based upon His grace as seen in Jesus work! 

3. Finally this is all made possible “in the beloved”: I’m reminded of the O.T. “kinsmen redeemer” and the threefold qualifications that had to be met in order for a person to be redeemed:

a. They had to be related to the person needing redemption

b. They had to be able to pay the price

c. They had to be willing to do so       

It is through this that we are loved as His only begotten son! The truths that we have just studied ought to forever change our lives as well as how we live them! 

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

I. Introduction: 1:1-14

Vs. 3-14 Praise for our inheritance

Vs. 3-6 Planned by the Father

Ephesians 1:7-12

“Slaves set free for a purpose”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 7-10 Freedom in the Son

III. Vs. 11-12 The Plan: “To the praise of His glory” 

I. Intro

We have been examining the amazing truths in the one long sentence from verses 3-14 that speak of God’s work on our behalf. In verse 4-6 Paul focused in on the plan of the Father:

· His Choice of us before the foundation of the world

· That His choice had a destination before hand and that was to His adult children

· Finally that this choice had an outcome causing us to be accepted in Jesus

The emphasis in those verses all centers on God the Father’s decision all of it was His plan. Now you may not think that a big thing but in the scope of truth applied it is huge. Here’s why, “Since it was all God’s plan done His way and He can’t make a mistake then I’m no accident!” So much of our world today relates to performance and talent but God’s choice was based upon His character not ours. So it puts us all on an equal level, we are all hopelessly and helplessly lost! 


Now the emphasis on these six verses is upon the Son’s activity to accomplish what the Father had planned. If you will we have marveled upon the design now we will marvel on how the designed was realized. Having just come back from Disney Land and was blessed as I went into Walt Disney’s tribute to Lincoln as they have added a section on Walt’s vision for “The Happiest place on earth”. Im marveled not only on his plan but how it was realized!    

II. Vs. 7-8 Freedom in the Son

Vs. 7 The “In Him” of this verse points back to verse six where Paul spoke of our “acceptance in the beloved” so here we learn that God’s grace towards us (Greek word for accepted) was first realized by us in the area of our being “redeemed”. 

One of the things that makes studying Bible difficult is how certain words that express ideas become “theologized”. You see when we use certain words to express spiritual truths and these words are used almost exclusively for that use then us ordinary folks have a struggle understanding the idea behind the word. The reality is that in the original language the words used to express spiritual truths were common words, so the reader of the letter identified the spiritual truth with what was common to them. “Redemption” is just such an example, look up the definition of the word in the English dictionary and it will tell you that it means, “the act, process, or an instance of redemption”. Well that doesn’t help much does it? In California we are all somewhat familiar with the word because of recycling as we are told that certain bottles and cans if we turn them in we will get the 5 to 10 cents that they charged us extra for back and that is said to be their “redemption value”. The word appears 10 times in the N.T. and all but one time it is rendered the same as here the other time it is used it is translated as “deliverance”. The word in Greek was most associated the slave trade and the Romans had over 60 million slaves in their empire so this word was very common. The word means to “buy out of the market place” but it is in the present tense which means that once purchased it can never be returned. The word referred to a slave who had been purchased to be set free and never be enslaved again. So what we see here is that God’s grace can first be seen in our lives through the truth that we have been set free never to be enslaved again. Oh but what have we been set free from? Well in a nutshell, our own selves! The 6th chapter of Romans is where Paul tells us what we were all, the moment we were born, enslaved to sin. Oh this is not that popular today in our world, as people want to blame everything but themselves for bad behavior. The modern way of looking at people’s “antisocial” behavior is to find a reason for it and then seek to cure it. The premise stems from the point of view that people are basically “good” and it is one or all of several things that has caused them to become bad:

· Lack of education

· Bad environment

· Poor self image

· Genetic or biology 

The bottom line in this “Psychological behaviorism” point of view is that we are not only basically good the problem of our being bad is not our fault! Whoo, I feel better already at least until I get the bill! The cure from what ills us can come about through understanding ourselves, changing our surroundings, loving ourselves more and blaming our parents! Of coarse you will need the regular help from a trained professional, (covered by most HMO’s) and following their expertise. The problem with this point of view is that it flies in the face of the Bible, which declares the exact opposite:

a. We are not basically good, as we are sinners by nature as well as choice. Rom. 3:23 “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.

b. It is our fault as we have made choices on our own that we are responsible for. Ps. 14:3 “They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.”

It is for this reason that the message of Jesus is so offence to many people because they would have to accept responsibility for being sinners. Yet the truth is here before us of the wonderful gospel of Jesus work on our behalf. I want us to focus in n five things about our redemption:

1. Vs. 7a “In Him”: Here the focus is on the redeemer, as we can not be set free apart from someone willing to do so. There were three things necessary for a person to be willing to set another free: Able to pay the price, willing to do so and related to the one being set free! The good news is Jesus folks; we have no good news without Him. 

2. Vs. 7b “We have redemption”: Here the focus is on who He sets free or liberates. We can not be set free if we fail to recognize our bondage or fail to admit our sole responsibility for it. The miracle of this verse is the “we” can include any and all who as John wrote in 1 John 1:9 that “confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

3. Vs. 7c “Through His blood”: Here we see the price “His blood”! But why blood? Several things comes to mind: 

A. Lev. 17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.” 

B. 1 Peter 1:18-19 “you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”

C. Finally practically speaking there is no way to sanitize it as blood reveals both the awfulness of our sin, thus our guilt as well as the price paid by another. I saw a short over the weekend that was a bit militant but biblically speaking it was right on the money as it read, “No peace until justice!” 

4. Vs. 7d “We have…the forgiveness of sins”: Here the focus is on the results. The word forgiveness means to dismiss or set aside for all our miss deeds every one of them he has dismissed. Not just what was committed but everyone that will ever be committed. Our forgiveness as it relates our being set free is always in the present tense which means that our sins not only “WERE” forgiven but currently “ARE” forgiven! In other words I was not just set free and now am left to maintain a “clean slate” I am set free and being continually set free! Since this was such a huge point Paul makes sure that his readers understand that this dismissal of all past present and future miss deeds is based upon nothing to do with us as he tells us:

a. Vs. 7 “according to the riches of His grace”: Here is the only answer to the question of why God was willing to send His only Son to death to set us free. Notice that it does not say, “out of the riches of His grace” but rather “according to the riches of His grace”. A millionaire may gave $25 to charity and it would be “out of his riches” but if he gave several million then it would be “according to his riches”.      

b. Vs. 8 “which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence”: The word “abound” means to lavish and is a picture of God’s generosity as he just keeps on heaping on His portions of grace towards us. The fact that He did so in light of our failure makes one wonder did He do so knowingly? Well the answer is right here as it says that he did so in all “sound sense” (wisdom) with “full understanding of all human affairs” (prudence). In other words He knew just who you really are and still chose to call you His child! He neither winks at our indiscretions nor does He inflate our good while ignore or bad. Instead He goes to the super abundance of His grace and heaps it upon us!      

c. Vs. 9 “having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself”: Verse 10 tells us the mystery of His will and that is “He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth”. In other words His plan is to unite everything back to its original design all of which will be under His Son. Why? Well because it is the “good pleasure which He purposed in Himself.” People all the time blame God for the way things are ripped apart in their lives but the truth is God’s plan is to untie what our sin has torn apart if we would just let Him!  

d. Vs. 10 “that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth; in Him”: Yes but when will He doe this? Well just at the right time! Well I think the right time would be now! Well I agree but there might be some more that He is going to bring together in His grace! 

III. Vs. 11-12 The Plan: “To the praise of His glory”
Vs. 11-12 There is a dual truth here, in that we both “obtain” an inheritance and are ourselves His inheritance. He is everything to us and we are everything to Him! The truth is He has a plan in mind in setting you free! Will I sure would like to know what that plan is! Well he tells you two very important things about that plan right here:

1. Vs. 11b “predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will”: That it was predetermined according to His purpose that everything you are going through in your life is right on His plan! Is that not amazing? God will take everything thing that seem like a accident and make it work our exactly as He planned! Man does that not bring about comfort. The comfort does not come in knowing the future but rather in knowing who holds my future and that everything He sends my way is in tune to the same nature that heaped grace upon grace towards one like me that didn’t deserve any of it!  

2. Vs. 12  “that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.” Finally His plan will always work “to the praise of His glory”! Ah, now you see why we have a hard time with His plan for us as we think it ought to be “the praise of our glory”! What we can rest upon is that what id best for the Father and the Son will always be best for us. 

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

I. Introduction: 1:1-14

Vs. 3-14 Praise for our inheritance

Vs. 3-6 Planned by the Father
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I. Intro

II. Vs. 13a Hear, trust and believe

III. Vs. 13b-14 The real deal 

I. Intro

In this the longest sentence in the book we have moved from the “Plan of the Father” brought be before time to the “Price paid for by the son” seen in history past to the “Protection of the Holy Spirit” which each believer has experienced personally in our own lives. Paul wanted to implant in his readers the amazing work of the Godhead in our lives. So we see that the Father called us and then the Son activated His plan by liberating us, but just what part does the Holy Spirit play in this? Well looking at this verse we can see that He is active in our lives from the start of our time all the way to the finish. 


In these two verses we see the work of the Holy Spirit guiding our hearts Jesus then guaranteeing our finish as well. There are not many things today that you can have security in is there? You buy this or that and things come with great promises by when needed you can not always collect on the warranty. Lately we have been inundated with telemarketers at Church each promising something that we can’t live with out all backed by their personal guarantee. Usually I politely say that I’m not interested only to have them continue to tell of the savings and convenience if I just listen some more. The reason for these folks none stop talk is that they realize if they can keep you on the phone they have greater odds if selling you something. Thursday I had five such calls and after the 4th I had decided to change my tactic from the defense, “I’m not interested, thank you” and then hanging up while they continued to talk. Instead I decide to be on the offence and as soon as they asked me my name and told me theirs I would start talking to them about Jesus. So sure enough Stan from Staples wanted to set me up as a corporate client, ah but I was ready for him. “Hello I’m Stan from Staples calling for Dale Lewis to share the incredible savings that we are inviting Calvary Chapel of Merced to participate in.” “Are you Dale?” “Why yes I am Stan and Stan if got some great news for you today as I have a free offer for you personally and it’s backed by a guarantee”. Stan had no chance as I gave him the gospel and asked question of his understanding of his personally need of Jesus. After a little over a minute I asked Stan if he would pray with me, he said he could not as he was on company time but I asked him to pray the moment he got off the work! Oh how glorious the work of the Holy Spirit is as He opens our hearts to hear the gospel and then place His personal seal on us to unsure our save delivery! 

II. Vs. 13a Hear, trust and believe

Vs. 13a Having just expounded upon the amazing price paid for setting us free by the Son Paul moves to how that historic act became life changing to individual people. How can an event that happened so long ago in which no one alive today ever saw it have such a change upon people now? That’s a great question don’t you agree? Well Paul is going to relate this to the Ephesians. First notice this little phrase, “In Him you also trusted” as there are four very important points that Paul makes in this statement as it relates to our salvation:

a. “In Him”: Our salvation is not linked to a religion, philosophy or an ideology. Our salvation is in a “Person”. There is not a person who has ever become a Christian apart from coming to know and trust in a person whom they met named “Jesus”! Long before I understood scripture or the basic tenants of our faith I bumped into a Person who was so captivating that I just wanted to know Him better. I was keenly aware of my sins and shamed by my lifestyle, yet there was also something that made me desire to change and as fearful as I was of this His love drew me to let go of those things that were destroying me and grab hold of Him. Simply put I had an encounter with the risen Lord and I’ve never been the same since!  

b. “You”: Ah, this makes it personal doesn’t it? Paul can not say that “In Him you parents, friends…” also trusted. We can not have salvation based upon someone else’s meeting of Jesus. It is a date that every person has to go on by himself or herself before they fall in love with Him. Oh, you can come back after you’re first meeting with and tell a friend, “Hey, I’ve just meet the most incredible person and you have got to meet them!” But they won’t be able to appreciate Him until they also have meet Him. As excited as Philip was to Nathanael when he told him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote; Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." It still was not enough tell he came and saw for himself! 

c. “Also”: Interesting little word as it is a word that destroys all classes and groups of people doesn’t it? That means that not only is our salvation in a person and that it must be personally acquired it is universally that same for every human being no matter who they are. Simple put if you are going to be saved you are going to have to meet the Savior! You see Paul is speaking of the Jews and the gentiles, thus his view is upon the very religious and the unreligious and of coarse that would include different nationalities, economic, political, ethnic and ages. And he says the Jews and gentiles “also” had to be saved by personally meeting the Savior. 

d. “Trusted”: Finally we are given the means by which this personal encounter in Jesus has the same effect upon so many people, “trust”. This is where our response is noticed is it not? As we read the pages of the Bible it is full of folks who had personal encounters with Jesus but not everyone that met Him left the meeting transformed, you see that is where trust comes into play. Take the story above of Nathanael after he met Jesus and Jesus told him everything about him prior to having ever met him. Nathanael still was faced with a trust issue to believe what he had just encountered himself to which he replied, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

As I stated the Holy Spirit is involved in each and every conversion but He will be with all the way to ushering you into God the Fathers presence. The emphasis in this two verse are in His active participation in our salvation then His activity in guaranteeing our future inheritance. It appears here that the Holy Spirit plays two very important parts in our conversion:

1. “After you heard the word of truth”: Have you ever noticed that there is always a connection between the Spirit of God and the word of God. As Jesus was speaking to His disciple’s about the coming of the Holy Spirit He said in John 14:26 “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” It is the primary work of the Holy Spirit is too “teach us all things bring into remembrance all the things Jesus said”. We are told two specific things about what the Holy Spirit teaches us:

a. “Word of truth”: What the Holy Spirit energizes into our listening hearts is truth! That by the way is what we most often don’t like, the truth. Oh we may seek the truth about others but we don’t appreciate the truth being known about ourselves. But note this dear Christian you can not ever get to the good news until you have first admitted the “word of truth” about your self. We all seek to play down our problems and our responsibility for them don’t we? The Word of truth cuts through all the baloney we put up to disguise reality. All our attempts to make excuses for our behavior is like perfume on a pig and the Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and brings home the truth about ourselves and its not pretty is it. James likens the Word of truth like a mirror and the person who just listens with their ears and not the hearts as a person who walks away and conveniently forgets what kind of reflection they truly saw! The “having believed” in this verse does not just relate to the “gospel of our salvation” it also refers to believing the word of truth about ourselves, in fact that is where each of us must start.     

b. “Gospel of your salvation”: The Greek word “gospel” appears some 77 times in the N.T. and it means “good news” in fact it is where we get our word eulogy from. In English the translators chose to translate this word meaning “good news” by an Anglo–Saxon phrase “good spell”. Now when you think of the origins of words this makes perfect sense as a spell be definition is a “spoken word or words held to have magic power”. So the translators thought about the “good news” of the message of the person and work of Jesus and realized the effect it has upon us by the Holy Spirit and said, “Hey places upon us a good spell which leads to our salvation if we believe! ”      

2. “Having believed”: Here then is the active part where the Holy Spirit give us the ability to trust the truth about ourselves and the truth about the person and work of Jesus. Notice again Paul’s words here concerning the gospel as he clearly says, “In whom also, having believed”. Why is that so important? Well because our trust is never in a message, or a Church no it is in the Person of Jesus He is the “good spell”. The work of the Holy Spirit is not merely to get us to agree intellectually a statement concerning Jesus and ourselves. We don’t just say, “Yeh, I’m a sinner and Jesus is my Savior!” No, the work of the Holy causes us to lose all hope in ourselves because of the truth about us and gain all hope in the truth about Jesus! 

Have you ever had the experience where you are listening to the “Word of truth” and you feel as if what is being said is especially for you? I mean there is a conviction that settles upon your heart and you wonder if someone has spoken to the person sharing the secrets of your heart. Well you know what the Holy Spirit has, He knows the thought and intents of your heart and whispers them into the words of the person speaking without them ever knowing and bam right to your heart. Oh but then He puts His Good Spell on you that leads you to trust Jesus all the more! That is why Paul wrote in Romans 10:17 “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

III. Vs. 13b-14 The real deal

Vs. 13b The work of Holy Spirit now switches from our initial conversion to that of securing and preserving that which has been saved. That is what is behind Paul words, “having believed you were sealed”. The truth is the sealing can not take place until the saving has taken place. The fact that it say’s “were sealed” indicates that it is a completed work that happened the moment we trusted the Lord. 


Now Ephesus was a harbor city that was used to ship its goods through out the Roman Empire so they were very familiar with the stamping or sealing of cargo on the docks. Seals were used to prove four specific things and the use of this term directly relates to our sealing by the Holy Spirit:

1. Ownership: Usually the owner of the cargo stamp their logo into melted wax and it was this stamp that proved ownership. That is what Paul is implying here that God sent the Holy Spirit into our lives as the mark that we belong to Him. In Romans 8:16 Paul writes of this saying that, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God”. The fruit of the Spirit is the visible manifestation of this sealing as we are told in Gal. 5:22 “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  

2. Security: The sealing of cargo also provided security, as it would be visible if the sealed had been broken. In John 6:39 Jesus said, “This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.” We too can rest assured that the Holy Spirit in our lives secures our voyage across dangerous seas. 

3. Authenticity: Just like to day you can purchase something and they will give a stamped piece of paper as proof of its authenticity. So to the visible work of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives proves authenticity. 

4. Finality: The sealing was also used as proof of the finished transaction. That is why Paul calls this seal the “Holy Spirit of promise”. 

Vs. 14 Paul also speaks of the Holy Spirits sealing of us as the “guarantee of our inheritance”. In modern Greek the word used for “guarantee” is the same word they use today for the word “engagement ring”. So just like the engagement ring promises a yet future wedding so to does the sealing of the Holy Spirit in our lives. And when will the wedding be? Well Paul says at, “the redemption of the purchased possession”, simply put when we are reunited with Him which will be “to the praise of His glory.”  


 How great is the work of God on our behalf? That we see the plan of the Father in choosing us solely based upon His nature and character. Then we marvel at the price paid on our behalf by the Son. Finally we see the work of the Holy at our conversion and in our future as He ushers us into the wedding with the bride Jesus. 

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

II. Statement of Purpose: 1:15-23

Ephesians 1:15-18a

“Discovering our resources (part a)”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 15-16 Staying on top

III. Vs. 17-18a Knowledge and hope 

I. Intro

The word “therefore” in this verse signifies a transition from what Paul had just spoken of to that which he is about to speak on. In verses 4-14 (the longest sentence in the book) Paul was transfixed upon what God has done on behalf of believers:

· Vs. 4-6 Plan of the father: 

a. Our calling by the Father before time began

b. His destining us to be his adult children 

· Vs. 7-12 Price paid by the Son:

a. Our being set free and forgiven by His shed blood

b. His gathering together all things for His glory 

· Vs. 13-14 Protection by the Spirit:

a. Our hearts being opened to the truth by the Holy Spirit

b. His sealing of us guaranteeing our future glory 

All of this was the work of God and now Paul is moved to prayer on their behalf in this the first of two prayers recorded in this book. I don’t know about you but if I had to evaluate the weakest aspect of my Christian life it would have to be my prayer life. Oh it’s not that I don’t pray rather it is that I don’t realize what to pray. I was having no luck trying to come up with a title to this section of scripture trying to capture what the general theme of it was until I clicked on a button on my computer screen for a Bible software program I have. As the program was loading in small print two words popped up to let me know that it was searching for the program the words simply said, “Discovering Resources”! Ah I thought that is what Paul’s prayer is all about, in fact that is what our prayer lives are to be all about “Discovering our Resources”! As I looked over my notes I discovered “Four specific things that Paul prays that these Ephesian would discover about their resources as believers”:

a. Vs. 17b “Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him”: Now knowledge deals with our thinking process or our mind, it is informational so that is what Paul prays for. 

b. Vs. 18a “What is the hope of His calling”: Now “hope” deals with our emotions on things doesn’t it? 

c. Vs. 18b “The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”: Here the emphasis of this part of the prayer deals with our attitudes or motivation.

d. Vs. 19-23 “The exceeding greatness of His power towards us who believe”: The final aspect of Paul’s prayer deals with our actions.

That is what Paul prayers for these believers, that the truth of God and what He has done for us would be experienced in how we think, what we feel, our attitudes and our actions! 

II. Vs. 15-16 Staying on top

Vs. 15 There are four fascinating aspects of this prayer that help us in our prayer life:

a. Paul had just finished speaking to them about all that God has done on their behalf and so it is as if he says, “Well I’ve just talked to you about the Lord and now I’m going to talk to the Lord about you!” I think it is a great thing to communicate the truths concerning the person and work of God on our behalf to others but I think there is still another very important thing that still relates to communication and it our communication with God about what we have just spoken to His Child about! 

b. Second notice “who” Paul prayed for. Now think of your prayer life as it relates towards others and you will notice something else quite remarkable about this prayer of Paul’s for the believers in Ephesus. You see we are most likely to commit to praying for each other when times are tuff aren’t we? But look at Paul’s words here, “after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:” What? Paul’s prayer for these fellows was motivated by how well they were doing not how poorly they were doing! This was “preventive prayer” not “need prayer” and I personally think we would have far less needs if most of our prayer time was spent preventing us from our need rather then praying to get out of our need! 

c. Vs. 16 Finally notice “when” Paul prayed for them, “do not cease”! These words in the Greek are used to describe a tickle in the throat, which is involuntary and can’t be stopped. Paul was constantly thanking the Lord and speaking to Him concerning these believers. We are so conditioned to think of “prayer” as a specific time instead of all the time. A good friend of mine use to have a line he would throw out to get folks to think of prayer as much more then an “emergency break” by always responding to the words “lets pray” with the phrase “has it come to this”! 

d. Finally the content of the prayer its self amazes me as it relates to my own prayer life. Have you ever lost something and tore the house apart trying to look for it? I think that resembles at lot of our prayer lives don’t you? For the most part we pray for the things we simple have missed placed which are already ours in Christ. So Paul prays for that which they already have in essence so that they would not miss place it. In light of the history of the Church in Ephesus, seeing that they left their first love not a bad thing to be praying for. Think of how different our lives would be if we simply appropriated what is already ours in Christ!

There were two specific things that Paul had heard about these believers whom he had not been around in some 10 years. These two things were the evidence that what Paul had spoken of in verses 4-14 had been realized in their lives. The Christian life can always be summed up in these two evidences in fact you can not just have one without the other:

a. Vs. 15a “Faith in the Lord Jesus”: Truth had come into the heart of these Christians and they were trusting that truth about the person and work of Jesus to the point that folks even in Rome were talking about it. There was a loyalty, a devotion to Jesus that went far beyond a mere intellectual agreement or even of profession. Their devotion was a visible one no doubt seen in a change of how that had been living to what they were now living. God was at work in them and this was evidenced because they were at work in God! Radical Christianity is seen in our obedience to truth not a mere agreement towards it and such was the case with these believers. 

b. Vs. 15b “Love for all the saints”: If the first evidence that these were “real believers” was seen in their trust of the truth then the most obvious manifestation of these comes in the phrase “love for all the saints”. There can be no doubt that where our love for all the saints is dwindling then so to is our faith diminishing. You will often here those who do not attend Church say, “Oh I love Jesus I just don’t like His friends!” But to this attitude the Bible is plain as John wrote in 1st John 4:20 “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” Faith works by love and if our trust in the Lord has not resulted in our becoming a more loving person then it is not a “growing faith”. The amazing thing is that knowledge of truth is measured not by right statements but rather by right actions and the mere knowledge of something does not indicate growth only the practice of our knowledge. Now I suppose we would all feel a lot better about this phrase if it wasn’t for that little three-letter word “ALL”! If Paul just said that they had love for most of the saints, some of the saints, the saints that were most like us! Ah now I can feel better about my spiritual health! No, Paul has to go and say that these fellows were loving “all” their fellow believers regardless of their grating personalities and differences. You see I find that I can exhibit “great love for the saints that love me”, how about you? But how about those who rub you the wrong way? 

III. Vs. 17-18a Knowledge and hope

Vs. 17 Paul address his prayer to God using two unusual names for God both of which only appear here in this prayer and are found no where else in scripture.

A. God of our Lord Jesus Christ: Why does he address God by use of these words? Quite obviously this prayer is directed to the Father with view of the Son and in so doing the emphasis is upon assurance that God will hear such a prayer. In fact you can go to the 22 chapter of Luke and hear Jesus’ prayer for Peter and see something similar as Jesus prayed, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail”. So these words are of assurance of the prayer heard! 

B. The Father of glory: That being true then the second words for God are assurance of the prayer answered as God is the “Father of glory”. He is the One who originates glory it begins and ends with Him thus the our come of such a prayer in our lives will be glorious! 

So here is the first thing Paul prays for as it related to these believers “The knowledge of Him”. Hey wait a minute I thought these folks were already Christians, so why did they need the knowledge of Him? It is always are greatest need is more comprehension as it relates to the person and work of God. Amazingly Paul does not start out asking God to give them something, work something out in their favor instead he simply asks God to give to them more of Himself! In other words the truths he spoke of in verses 4-14 would be experienced more and more in their lives. Now notice that this knowledge of Him was two be realized two way:

a. Spirit of wisdom: Paul prayer was by way of the Holy Spirit and that he would grant them a special deposit of wisdom. Wisdom is the application of knowledge, so Paul prays for the mind not just to assertion truth but rather to so grasp the person and work of God as to apply Him to every aspect of their lives. Why the Holy Spirit? Well because the natural man can not understand the things of God (1 Cor. 2:9-16). 

b. Revelation: This word relates to unveiling that which was previously hidden and so Paul prays that God would enable us to see more of Him which was hidden from us. 

Hey Christian we are in a relationship with God and it is a relationship that ought to get us to desire to want to get to know Him better. The truth is the better we know God the better we will know ourselves. Any relationship that does not go deeper and deeper into our understanding of each other will in time grow apart. In July my wife and I will celebrate 25 years of marriage and over 28 years that we have known each other. We not only can finish each other’s sentences but often we will call each other and know what the other is thinking! It has happened because we have continued to grow deeper into our understanding of each other. 


So the first part of this fourfold prayer deals with our mind and its continual application of the person of God and the riches of His grace towards us. It is for this reason that none of us can ever say we have arrived in our knowledge of God we all need more of Him! 

Next we have the 2nd things Paul prays of their behalf for, “The hope of His calling”. Ah this deals with our emotions doesn’t it? Webster defines hope as an “expectation with confidence” I seem to struggle with this so much I my life. Now I think I’ve found the reason why I struggle with hope so much and it found in the phrase, “the eyes of your understanding being enlightened”. Paul is peaking about the greatest gulf known to mankind the 18 inches from the head to the heart. You see I can know something is true in my head but when it comes down to experiencing the truth emotionally I tend to trust what I can see with my eyes. Oh that is hwy Paul prays that "eyes of our hearts my be opened"! You get it? I’ll never experience expectation in confidence if I only gauge things based upon my understanding. So Paul prays, “open up these guys hearts so they can understand what you have called them to!” I was reading the other day in Revelation 15 of the song of the martyred believers in heaven and the song they will sing and it gave me a great hope of my calling. They sing, “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!” I realized that I so often fail in “expectation in confidence” because I view my life upon experiences meeting my expectations of them. But in heaven we like these persecuted believers will sing concerning God’s dealing with us with regard to His works and ways that they have all ways, at all times been “Great and marvelous and Just and true”. God can not do anything but that which is “Great and marvelous and Just and true” it is impossible for His to do so, as it would be against His very nature. So what’s my point? Well that my hope comes from knowing Who He is and that in every way and work He will always act in accordance with His nature. In Jeremiah 29:11 God spoke towards the nation of Israel who was rebelling against Him “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  Oh dear believer that is what He has called you too today and one day you and I will sing what we can only do by faith now, “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!” 

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

II. Statement of Purpose: 1:15-23
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“Discovering our resources (part b)”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 18b What we mean to God 

III. Vs. 19-23 His power towards us 

I. Intro

When I consider this the, first of two prayers, of Paul for the Ephesians I’m amazed by how different this prayer is then my own. You see most of my prayer life centers around physical needs and the perceived lack of those needs as it relates to my expectation. So my prayer sounds something like this, “Lord I lift up my financial need and ask that you would met that, amen!” This week God brought two truths into my life that indicate to me how my prayer life would have greater impact on me if I followed Paul’s example here in these verses. My problem is a problem of focus or should I say “wrong focus”. Those of us who have to ware glasses are familiar with the terms nearsighted and farsighted. Well it seems to me that I suffer from not being able to see up close or far away. Here is what I mean: 

a. Can’t see up close: I was reading in our daily bread for Friday the 21st when this sentence caught my attention. The sentence said, “It’s when we can’t do anything that God does everything!”  My problem is that my focus is upon what I lack instead of upon realizing what I need I already have and praying for more of Him! In other words my lack becomes the opportunity to have God become my everything! Wow, isn’t that exciting? 

b. Can’t see far away: The 2nd discovery came about as I was reading a book by Mark Buchanan called “Your God is too safe”. In it he made a statement that made me realize that my focus was on an outcome instead of a Person. He wrote, “Expectancy is the belief that God will do something, expectation insists that He do it my way!” Oh how that one hurt as I realize that my focus is so often upon “expectation” an so seldom upon “expectancy”! 

As Paul prayed for these growing Ephesians He did so by asking God to give them more of Himself in four areas of their life:

· Vs. 17b “Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him”: How we think
· Vs. 18a “What is the hope of His calling”: What we feel
· Vs. 18b “The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”: Our attitudes
· Vs. 19-23 “The exceeding greatness of His power towards us who believe”: Our actions
II. Vs. 18b What we mean to God

Vs. 18b Already in this verse Paul had asked the Lord on behalf of the Ephesian believers to open up the eyes of their hearts, (the eyes of your understanding being enlightened). The challenge always is a problem of sight isn’t it? We are so prone to base everything upon our physical senses and completely ignore our spiritual ones. There are many verses that speak of our spiritual senses such as here where the N.I.V. renders this “eyes of your heart”. Then there is that passage in psalm 34:8 where the psalmist invites all to “Taste and see that the LORD is good”. So what Paul is about to share as it relates to our understanding has to do not with “head knowledge” but rather “heart knowledge”. 


But just what does Paul mean to pray for with regards to “the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”? Well there are two points:

1. This is the 2nd time in this chapter Paul wrote using the word “riches”. In verse 7 Paul wrote that redemption and forgiveness was according to the “riches of His grace”, here the emphasis is upon “the riches of the glory”. “Riches in grace”, has to do with a past act which present circumstances are in enjoyed NOW. “Riches of glory”, is something yet future that we have not yet entered into too.

2. Second Paul tells us that these “riches of the glory” is “of His inheritance in the saints”. Did you see that? Paul’s point is not the riches of the glory of our inheritance in Him, which is what verses 4-14, have dealt with but here the emphasis is the other direction. 

· When we look at our inheritance in Him we are realizing the truth that He belongs us.
A. He belongs to us: The truth of this leads to realize that He alone is our strength, our only hope and resource. How great this is in our spiritual life is t not?

· When we focus (as the phrase before us) on His inheritance in us then we realize that we belong to Him. 

B. We belong to Him: Ah here then we see that we are His property and we come to see what we mean to God. We our His delight and in fact of all of His creation only redeemed sinners will abide with Him for eternity. Jesus gave a parable that illustrated this in Mathew 13:45-46 when He said, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” You see in those day’s folks would bury treasure in property they owned for safe keeping but every now and then a person would die and the treasure lost. It would remain lost until some fellow would be going through the abandoned field and stumble upon the treasure. So he then would go and sell what ever he could to purchase the field not because he wanted the field but because he was after the treasure. The truth that Jesus speaks of here is that the field is the world and we are the treasure. Don’t you get it, “He bought the world to get you”? You’re his investment; He has invested His only Son to get you! 

Oh what a glorious perspective is it not? Not only did God buy the world to get you the fact that it is the “glory of His inheritance in the saints” speaks of His ability to see us as we really are in Him even though practically we are not! God has that great nature to see us based upon what we will be in Him even though we are so far from it. Has does this impact us? Well it changes our attitude and the motivation of why we do everything. When we realize that not only is He our resource but He has invested in us and knows that we will become. We are not serving to appease a tyrannical god; instead we realize our value to Him and His supreme confidence in His work in and through us! 

III. Vs. 19-23 His power towards us

Vs. 19 There are great many times in our Christian experience that we ask for that which we sing, “more power”! It appears to me that our problem does not lie in a shortage of power but rather in our loss of sight of the One in who is the source of all power. There are three points Paul makes concerning “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe”. 

a. His Power: The exceeding greatness is because it is His power and in fact Paul uses four different words in this verse describe God’s power. 

1. Power: The first word is where we get our English word “dynamite and dynamic” from and it speaks of power that is from God. As such is speaks of power that is with out limit able to accomplish all that it seeks to do.

2. Working: This work for working is where we get our word “energy” from and it relates to the working out of this power.

3. Mighty: this word can be translated both in terms of strength as well as what that strength enables us to accomplish “dominion.”  

4. Power: This word has to do with ability to perform or if you the function of power.   

So God supplies all the dynamic energy that enables us to accomplish that which we need to perform us His children in this life. Gone form our vocabulary ought to be the words, which speak of our inability to live as God has called us too. 

b. Towards us: Here we speak to whom God has made His power available to. How glorious is that the exceeding greatness of His power is pointed towards us, available for use. That is why it is silly t sing “more power” when all of His power is already available too us so the problem is not that of a diminishing supply but rather how we might activate it. There is nothing God power in our lives can not over come then is there? “Oh pastor you don’t understand I’ve been trying to stop this for so long and have never gotten the victory!” Well that may be so but the problem has not been a lack of supply but rather a distribution problem. You get in your car and it won’t run so you check and see if you got gas well the tank is full, don’t go around saying your out of gas. No the problem you are not getting that power ignited.

c. Who believe: So here then is the very reason so many lives are devoid of God’s power it is trusting in Him that activates it. There is a limitless supply but it never gets activated because we simple don’t trust Him. Again it go back to the difference between expectancy and expectation doesn’t it? 

Vs. 20-23 Paul goes on to illustrate “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe” in these verses. 

a. Vs. 20a “He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead”: The first point Paul makes has to do with how great this power is. Follow me on this, “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us” can be measured by its ability to defeat the greatest foe we all will ever face, death. Every person has or will have to face this enemy and every one has lost save One, Jesus. Oh there have been some that claim to have “cheated death” but in reality all they did was dodge it for a while. So you got a enemy who has defeated every single person they have ever faced and then one day old death goes out and takes on this humble carpenters son and in a few short hours is prancing around the arena in seeming victory as it has countless times before. Ah, but this time Jesus gets up of the canvas and knocks out death, so who now is the more powerful? How does this truth apply in my life? Well Resurrection power does not care about the obstacles, place a mountain in front of the tomb, and make decrease by the most powerful men in the world, place an army in front of the tomb no problem!   

b.  Vs. 20a-21 “seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.” Here then is Paul’s second illustration concerning the “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us” and this has to do with assurance. You see Jesus is the champion but what if some one else comes along? Well look at this verse and Paul makes two huge points that lead to one conclusion.

1. “Seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places”: So great a victory over death did Jesus win that He is now seated. Yeh so, well that means there isn’t any more takers out there. 

2. “Far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.” Further more since He is at the right hand which is the place of supreme power and authority and this is in heavenly places. So this tells me that His power is not diminishing and that any one that wants to take their shot at defeating Him is going to have to do so on His home turf! That is what Paul say’s here concerning His power that it is “far above all” then he goes on to list the angelic order of creation as well as any other “name that is named”. Finally Paul says not just for now but through out eternity! 

Here then is Paul’s point concerning the “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe”, “There is nothing over His head and everything under His feat!” 

c. Vs. 22-23 Finally Paul makes his last point concerning “the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe” and this has to do with its availability. Simply He is our head and we are His body! There is a living connection between Jesus and us and if we are not living a victorious Christian life then the power outage is because we are not activating our resources in Him! Clearly God has supplied all we need according the riches of the glory of His grace, has He not? We have power to love, over come the flesh and handle any and every situation! When it says here that “the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” It speaks of the truth that only are we assured of the victory we know that it is He who will make sure of it! 

So you see this prayer of Paul to the Ephesians deals with applying Jesus to how we think, what we feel, our attitudes as well as our actions! Praise the Lord now we know what to pray for each other as well as ourselves!   

Ephesians

“Things prepared for the person in the purpose of God”

III. Main Teaching: Chapters 2:1 - 6:20

D. Things Prepared: Chapter 2 Our Position

Ephesians 2:1
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II. Vs. 1 Twice dead

I. Intro

Paul has just come off the mountain top experience as he prayed for more of God in the lives of the Ephesians. Ah but how can we know that more of God will be enough for our lives now? I mean mountain top prayers are wonderful even exhilarating but we don’t live on the mountain we live in the valley don’t we? 

In 2003 they celebrated the 50th year anniversary of Sir Edmund Hillary’s historic climb of Mt. Everest in Nepal. T.V. crews came to see if the people still regarded him as a hero. What the reporter found was that it was not what he had accomplished on the top of the world that had stood the test of time but rather what he accomplished when he came back down into the valley. You see Sir Edmund Hillary had spent the last 50 years helping to build schools, hospitals and bridges for the people who lived in the valley below Mt. Everest. Such is the case in our lives as well it is not what we rejoice in on the mountain top but rather how we live in the valley that will determine the quality of our lives.  

So far in Ephesians Paul has spoke of God’s work for us (4-14), then prayed for our continual comprehension of those truths (5-23) now Paul moves to our application of it, (1-10). These verses break apart by way of looking at His work in three segments of time:

1. Vs. 1-3 What we were: “What God has done for us”

2. Vs. 4-9 What we are: “What God has done in us”

3. Vs. 10 What we will be: “What God will do through us”   

It is never a pleasant thing to really look at ones self is it? Most of our time we have selective memories has it relates to our past and we would just as well forget what we really are. Confession is a very healing part of our Christian experience; in fact it holds the key to our present life. Simply put confession is where we present our true self to God, the self that we spend so much time trying to make more presentable. To do so requires us to be honest and express before the Lord, not what we think we are, nor what we hope to be but rather who we really are! As one author put it, “We invest so much in the appearance of holiness that we miss the substance of it. We are so preoccupied with saving face that we fail to live in God’s saving grace!” 

II. Vs. 1 Twice dead

Vs. 1 The words “He made alive” are italicized because they do not appear in the Greek though they are implied in the text. Thus this would literally read, “And you who were dead in trespasses and sins”. Paul is writing to believers and he starts this section by reminding them of what God’s work has already accomplished in us. And what is that work? Well it is resurrection power as He has raised us from the dead! One of the reasons we Christians fail to appropriate God’s power in our lives now is because we have forgotten what His power has already accomplished. We have conveniently forgotten where we have come from. Paul here reminds these believers that they were not merely, “sick or injured” no they were dead! To understand this death we need to look at what death is on a physical plain and we need to understand what death is on a spiritual plain.

A. “You were dead”: The bible speaks of death from three perspectives:

1. There is eternal death spoken of in 2 Thess. 1:9 “who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might” speaking of those who refuse gift of Jesus and will therefore receive what they wished for, life forever apart from the face of Jesus.

2. Physical death, which is often being debated among the medical profession which recognizes two types of physical death:

a. “Brain death”: When there is no longer any activity the central nervous system for a period of time.

b. “Biological death”: When all our vital bodily functions permanently cease to operate. 

At either case physical death has two main parts:

a. The inability to respond to any stimulus: In other words the person who has died will not respond to light, sound, smell, taste, touch. There is simply no function on any level that deals with our senses a dead person can not and will not react to anything.

b. They quickly slip into a state of decay: That which was healthy begins to rot and slip into ruin.    

3. Spiritual death, is like the physical and carries the same two main parts only on spiritual level:

a. Inability to respond to any stimulus: Those who are spiritually dead do not respond to any stimulus that God brings to them. Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 2:14 that the “the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” Paul described this same condition in Rom. 1:20-21 where he said, “since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God”. 

b. A state of decay: Further more because of this spiritual death man’s life is in a state of ruin and decay. Hey wait a minute now you say my life is fine! Well your life may not be completely falling apart yet but give it time it will. Some have just been dead a little longer then others or if been exposed to the elements more then others. Some have perfected the art of spiritual embalming where their spiritual state appears alive but inwardly it’s still decaying! There is a phrase that I think best describes those folks who are presently “spiritually dead” it is a prison term used for those who are sentenced to death as they are moved about the corridors of the prison the guards watching them say, “dead man walking”! That is what the entire world apart from Jesus is doing right now, they are merely “dead men walking”!     

B. “In trespasses and sins”: Paul moves on now to give us two ways in which we all were dead spiritually speaking. Before I do so look down there in verse three and read with me Paul’s description of what mankind is (and what we were apart from receiving Jesus’ work ). Paul says that we “were by nature children of wrath”. You see there is a false perception by most people that we are only spiritual dead if we sin, but that is backwards to what Paul says here. You see we are not “sinners because we sin” no we sin because we are sinners! The unsaved person is not dead because they commit sin they are dead because they are IN sin, that is what Paul says right here in verse 1 where he informs his readers that they were “dead IN trespasses and sins”! Because they were by nature sinners their choices were in sin, which Paul describes two ways:

a. Trespasses: The word in Greek means to go in the wrong direction especially as it relates to a boundary. We have all seen the signs that say, “No trespassing” which are used to keep people from coming across onto their property. The simplest way of describing the word is to say “crossing the line”! Paul says that our being by nature sinners led to us continuing to “cross the line” and deliberately stray away from God’s clearly revealed boundaries. I was watching a program on the History channel about Christopher Columbus’ ship that sank of the cost of Espanolia (Haiti). What interested me was that Columbus had to leave some of his crew on the Island and being Spanish they were deeply religious and the natives were not. Well the Spaniards quickly began to take advantage of the natives, which caused the tribe to rise up and kill the men. Why? Well the religious Spaniards “crossed the line” of normal decency, which even the natives, had!  

b. Sins: Here Paul uses yet another word and this one comes from the hunting world as it means to “miss the mark”. They have gone their own way if you will and as such are way of coarse. Now here again we human beings have a tendency to look at others who have “missed the mark” and as long as we have come a little closer to the target then them we tend to think that we are on coarse. Well God does not evaluate us based upon how close we got to the target compared to another person who has also missed the mark. Eternal life is not a game of horseshoes where the one closest to the pull wins. No only the person who hits the bull’s eye is the winner everybody else has missed the mark. The truth is there has only been One who that has hit the center and that is Jesus! 

Now don’t miss understand me here I’m not suggesting that we have all “crossed the line” and “missed the mark” to the same degree. No what I’m saying is that whether you can say that you just barley crossed the line and just missed the mark doesn’t matter as you are still “dead IN trespasses and sins”. Clearly there are different states of decay in death. You can look at Jesus resuscitating the dead in the gospels. 

a. There was Jairus daughter in Mark 5 who had been dead only a short time why she may have still been warm to the touch but she was non the less dead, oh she had not yet had any visible signs of decay even though the process had started. I think there are a great many folks like that today they are like Jairus daughter. They are still warm, like little china dolls but there is no life in them. Make no mistake they are just as dead as anyone else and over time they will suffer the same effects of death.

b. Then in Luke 7 we see that Jesus arrived in Nain as they were carrying out a widow’s son for burial so he had probably been dead for a day or two at the most. I imagine he looked like it as well. His color was starting to change he was cold to the touch and stiff as a board. You will see these folks around who are spiritually dead this way as well. They are a bit more obvious aren’t they? You can see it in their behavior as there is a very definite absence of life a discoloration, a graying and coldness that has come upon them! After meeting them we will describe our encounter by saying they were cold or an Ice princess! 

c. Finally we are told of Lazarus’ experience with death in John 11 where his decay is described by his sister in verse 39 with the words “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”  There is yet another more obvious state of decay and you can smell them coming. Their life style has become rotten and putrid as death is all over them. Things are just fallen off of their lives and it is obvious to all that they are dead spiritually. 

What amazes me is to see how the other dead justify their state of death as being alive even though they are just as dead. Yes, it is true that you can’t see (or smell) the obvious signs of death but they are just as dead spiritually. Many times it is those who have an odor that are the easiest to bring back to life isn’t it? You know what else? The state of the decay didn’t matter to Jesus did it? There is no mention of the stench of Lazarus after Jesus raised from the dead, why he was as good as new! We know this is true spiritually as well as Paul declares here that this spiritual death was what they “were” not what they are. 


Perhaps you are wondering why all the time spent on what we “were” why not just move on to what we are and what we will be? Well because the keys to those things as it relates to appropriating God’s work in our lives is hinged on our understanding that our condition was helpless and we were helpless. If we are going to grow in God grace then we are going to have to be honest about our present condition and realize that God is still in the business of raising the dead! It is as Paul said in Romans 6:13 “And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” The hope of this in our lives now is because He has already done so for us in the past! 
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I. Intro

Paul has painted a very grim picture of the “way we were” hasn’t he? He told us that we were “dead” spiritually not just sick or injured but DEAD. Unable to respond to any stimulus and in some state of decay or ruin in our lives. He made sure that we understood that our condition was not the result of wrong actions we had taken, no we were born that way. Why does he tell us that by nature we were sinners before telling us that we sinned by choice as well? Well so we would realize that our being in the state of “crossing the line” and “missing the mark” was not a result of us just being uninformed we had a nature that was predisposed to this. Simply put we were born missing the mark and crossing the line and as we grew up we just started doing what was natural to us. 


In verses 2-3 Paul continues to paint a grim picture of the “way we were” by revealing that there are three entities that worked together to keep us in the state of “spiritual death”. Again Paul brings us his readers to this place so that he can spring upon us the “But God who is rich in mercy” of verse 4. In other words if God can overcome such great obstacles at our salvation then we can surly trust Him in our present circumstances. In Matthew 19:23-26 “Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

II. Vs. 2-3 Three reasons we stay dead

In these two verses Paul speaks of three great enemies that apart from God’s intervention would have forever keep up separate from God:

A. The course of this world: In which we all once walked.

B. The prince of the power of the air: Who works in the sons of disobedience.

C. The lusts of the flesh: In which we are told we all conducted ourselves in. 

Paul wants us to realize that our spiritual condition of DEATH was not going to improve over time given a better environment or proper education. There was a hold on us that we could not break free of which made us “by nature children of wrath just as the others”. 

A. The course of this world: Again notice that Paul eludes to the fact that this enemy that once held us is past tense as it says we “once” walked according the course of this world. It was not something that they were presently doing something had gotten them off the track that had sealed their fate. There is an interesting point Paul makes about the course of this world and its found in the word that indicates that we were all at one time living on this course. He says that we “walked” according to the course of this world and the word here in the Greek means to walk around without any direction or goal. The words “course of this world” are equally interesting in the Greek as well as the word course is a word rendered else where as “age”. Combining the thought here is that the environment in which we live or the age in which we live is designed to cause us to just meander around with out any goal or clear-cut direction. We are on what we all call the “tread mill” of life. We are purposeless living just for the moment with never a thought of what lies ahead. The fascinating thing about this to me is that the “course of this world” is designed not to look like a course at all. We are meandering around the track seeing the scenery change so we forget that we are still going in the same direction. In the gym I attend they have a room full of “stationary bikes” the room is dark so that they can show pictures of the countryside while you peddle along. Yeh, but it’s a “stationary bike” which means that though my arms and legs are moving I’m going no where. That’s how I picture the course of this world just an illusion that gets my heart to race, my leg’s and arms to move while my mind thinks I’m in the countryside! Paul warned the Church at Rome of the dangers of this world system in 12:2 when he said, “do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” That’s what living in this world is always after isn’t it just trying to get us to peddle and watch the screen! There are three such courses that are the most recognizable today:

1. Humanism: Which palaces man above all else he is the sum and total of every thing. He is, according to this course, the captain of his own ship and as such individually is the final authority upon what is good. It is this course that has come up with some of our popular add campaigns, “If it feels good do it” and “If it works for you it is right”. The amazing thing about “humanism” to me is how it purports to champion self-expression and individuality all the while restricting any one who does not conform to its course. When I was a high school “long hair” for guys was cool and it was the way in which you showed your individuality and rebellion against the mainstream. Yet if you dared not have long hair you weren’t cool, so much for individuality! 

2. Materialism: Which places the acquisition and accumulation of things above all else. Here we have coined the popular phrase “keeping up with the Jones’”. Making lots of money and spending it on self-indulgence of the lifestyles of the rich and famous. People have sacrificed everything to maintain outlandish lifestyles. I like to watch the travel channel and every now and then they show hotel rooms for 20,000 a day and such. I always wonder who can afford this room? There is little doubt that the materialistic course has many peddling while watch it’s illusive pictures that promise a life of ease and comfort.

3. Hedonism: Which places the pursuit of pleasure above all else. It is this course that has caused the ruin of so many young lives. Again we turn to the add world that describes things in terms of “sinfully delightful”. There is a reason by design that things physically pleasurable given to excess our out side of God’s design are often seen as pleasurable. 

Looking at these three courses of the world we can see how often they intertwine into the same course. One may start out on the course of Think they are the captain of their own ship demonstrate that by the pursuit of material things and further express this by seeking all things pleasurable. It is the course of this world, which helps to keep us trapped in crossing the line and missing the mark.  

B. The prince of the power of the air: In this statement concerning our enemy is a threefold description of him as well as where his most effective work is being done. This description does not mean that every unsaved individual is “demon possessed” neither is satan actively doing something in every nonbelievers life. What I am suggesting is that he has influence over the world system and in conjunction with fallen man kinds flesh causes them to “disobey” God. 

1. Prince: The word here is a military term meaning first in rank or authority. The word also suggests organization as rank always does and offers us insight into the spiritual realm of the under world. Satan is not some buffoon that can’t walk and chew gum at the some time, he is highly organized how else can a created being achieve what he has without being everywhere at once and not being all powerful or all knowing. Don’t miss understand me I’m not praising him for his power what I am saying is that we have a highly effective enemy who’s sole ambition is bent towards continually causing all of man kind to disobey God’s word! 

2. Power: The word here carries several ideas “authority, ability, force” all of which although far under God’s power still is quite effective to accomplish keeping man kind dead in crossing the line and missing the mark. 

3. Air: Now the word here not only describes a sphere in where he moves but also gives us a picture of his stealth. You see the air is something that you and I don’t see but yet it is non-the less real. Satan is able to move around without detection for the most part the world does not believe he exists. Yet we can see by the statement of Paul that he “now works in the sons of disobedience”. Satan is constantly working to cause fallen mankind to disobey or disregard God and His truth. As we have already noted he does this through his direct influence over the course of this world. The prophet Isaiah spoke of this influence in 5:20 when he prophesized “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” That’s the influence of the prince of the power of the air who is always trying to change what reality is to keep us on his course and off of God’s.          

C. The lusts of the flesh: Finally we come to the third of the great enemies that keep us dead spiritually. There is a centrality of all of mankind and it has to do with our conduct, which as we have already seen operates according to its fallen nature. By the flesh Paul does not mean the body but rather our fallen nature. The pull of our fallen nature operated in the realm of our conduct which were being pulled by “lusts” which in the Greek has to do with strong inclinations where as “desires” has to do with acting it out. A person engages in a act of disobedience because he seeks the pleasure gained form it and in the end he becomes a habit. It has well been said, “Sow an act, reap a habit, sow a habit, reap a character, sow a character, reap a destiny!” The man given over to “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” knows the price of everything by the value of nothing. This works in the fallen flesh not just in our fallen nature but how we think as well.

Paul finishes up all of this by telling us that our nature as well as our environment and the choices we made in light of those things made us “children of wrath”. It is this course of the world influenced and powered by a unseen enemy that works in conjunction with our natural fallen nature that has left mankind in a state of doom. That is what we “were” just like everybody else that has been born on this planet. It’s a pretty bleak situation and an impossible for us to recover from apart from God’s intervention. Again the purpose of bringing this up is to demonstrate the power available to us now. Remember the words Paul wrote in his prayer of 2:19-20, “what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.”  The first place this “exceeding greatness of His power” was seen by us happen when we were made alive when we were al one time dead and held that way. 
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I. Intro

The first three verses of this chapter focused upon man’s depravity, Paul made sure that his readers understood that they were sinners by nature as well as choice. Further more they were hopelessly bound in that state as they had three things constantly working against them:

· The course of this world: In which we all once walked.

· The prince of the power of the air: Who works in the sons of disobedience.

· The lusts of the flesh: In which we are told we all conducted ourselves in.

Having just concluded verses 1-3 and “What we were” where the focus was “What God has done for us” we now move into verses 4-9 What we are and “What God has done in us” then on to verse 10 What we will be as we see “What God will do through us”. 


These verses reveal to us something very interesting about God in reference to his dealings with mankind. What is the common denominator in each of these three things? Our transformation! God’s plan for our lives is solely about our transformation and it has well been said: 

“I’m certainly not what I ought to be” 

“And I’m definitely not what I will be”

“But thank God I’m not what I use to be!”

Ah transformation has occurred and will continue of which we can be certain as Paul said in Philip. 1:6 that “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”.

II. Vs. 4-5a From sin by love

The great Bible teacher Vance Havner once made a very powerful observation about the human heart when he said, “We don’t normally reach the place where we realize that God is all we need until we first reach the place that He becomes all we have!” Ok now that hurt didn’t it? It is the “But God” of this verse that unveils the truth of this isn’t it? 

Vs. 4 These two little words “But God” show us who’s initiative it was that provide the power for our salvation. It spite of our nature of crossing the line and missing the mark God choice to intervene on our behalf. What a contrast these words reveal especially when we realize that when He looks upon us He sees us “dead in our trespasses and sins”, the condition in which God found us was dead. Go with me back to Genesis 1:31 and right after He had created man he declared what He had made was “very good.” So that which God declared was very good had become dead and no longer functioned according to the way He had designed it. People are all the time blaming God for their broken lives, someone dies our their spouse runs off with someone else and they yell, “How come God….” Well God didn’t make you and I broken what He created was “very good” it is mankind that has caused this whole mess. It is here that we see that God didn’t just see His broken creation and discard it and throw it away. No, our ruin, our dysfunction brought out His initiative. Oh how different God is in us isn’t He? We live in what is commonly called a “throw away society” where is something doesn’t work we just toss it aside and get another one. Not God, no he saw that what He had created alive, in fellowship with Him, function as He designed was dead and it motivated Him to do some thing on our behalf. 


Ok just how was His motive directed? Well Paul tells us God “who is rich in mercy” that’s how His motive was directed in rich mercy! Mercy is not getting what one deserves and in light of our being dead in sin is very remarkable. You see God sees us broken having made choices that were wrong yet our misery brought forth His mercy. Now those of us that are parents will often react the same even when our child is done something willfully wrong. You think about this and you become extremely grateful because God looks down at that which He created and was very pleased with and it’s broken. Why the more He observes it the more He sees that it just kind of meanders around aimlessly with our purpose or direction. He sees us as we just try to conform and become to the passions He gave us and there is the constant destruction waste and ruin of lives. And because of His rich mercy He gives what we don’t deserve. I look at my life sometimes and just see such an ungrateful person; I’m so spoiled that when things don’t work out to my expectations I get all upset. I heard this saying the other day and it’s been bring conviction every sense, “You will be a grateful person when I will want what I get instead of get what I want!” 


There is another great word here and it is the word “because”! “Because” always speaks of reason doesn’t it? “How come Johnny gets an ice cream and I don’t?” “BECAUSE!” Well here we are told that God didn’t give us what we deserved “because” of His great love with which he loved us. Right here we learn that God gave us what we didn’t deserve because of that which is inherent in Him and not something that is in us! You see that love is a verb it is not just a nice sentiment. Love has to go out and do something for someone else without any strings attached and that is how we see God’s great love He went right out met us in our deadness bringing with Him not what we deserved but rather what we did not deserve! 

Vs. 5a Just in case we might have a tendency to think that His motive of love was drawn out by some “goodness” in us Paul adds the phrase, “even when we were dead in trespasses”. Did you notice the little word “we”? That means that Paul was including himself along with every other human. Paul wrote in Rom. 12:3 “There is none who does good, no, not one.” We have given God no reason to love us and He has went and did it anyway. You know what this means then don’t you Christian? You can stop pretending to act a certain way to make yourself more lovable to Him, He doesn’t just love you when you are trying to be spiritual, read your Bible and pray. How do I know? Well because this verse tells us that he loves when we were dead in sin.  It is nothing we do that makes us lovable it is what He has done that cause Him to love us. Hey if you aren’t taking notes start because I just gave you the secret of the Christian life, it’s called, (are you ready?) GRACE! In fact this is the only requirement that people have to meet in order to be saved that have to recognize that they are dead and are completely unworthy of His love! 

III. Vs. 5b-6 Three things God’s love changed

In these two verses Paul lists three things that God’s love has changed in those who have received it. You will recognize them by the little word “us”. Further more you will notice that every one of these things are in the past tense which tells us that they are things that have happened not will happen after years of effort, practice and hard work:

· Vs. 5b “Made us alive together with Christ”: Gave us a new identity
· Vs. 6a “Raised us up together”: Gave us a new activity
· Vs. 6b “Made us sit together”: Gave us a new position
1. Vs. 5b “Made us alive together with Christ”: Gave us a new identity This makes perfect sense doesn’t it the first thing a dead man needs is to be made alive isn’t it. But look at this carefully as we are told that our new birth is not just “in Christ” rather it is “with Christ”. Yeh so? Well in John 14:3 Jesus told us that “I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” We didn’t merely come alive and stay in that old box that they placed us in. Neither did we just come back as we once were. No we have been made alive together WITH Christ, which means that we are with Him now. We’ve moved not only from being dead to being alive but from this world to where He is! We are forever joined WITH Him, I’m may look like some old smelly thing but in reality I’m WITH Him! Paul again doesn’t want any misunderstandings concerning our being “made alive With Him” so he says, “by grace you have been saved”. Mercy is not getting what you deserve and grace is getting what you don’t deserve! So Paul is saying that this new identity is us getting what we don’t deserve. Also pay attention to the words, “been saved” do you see that? Paul does not say, “being saved” which tells me that my saving is a settled thing as far as God s concerned! There are certain signs of His making us with alive Christ:

a. We are no longer afraid of God we will want to be where He is at. No more of those words, “Hey, if I came to Church the walls would fall down”! If we are truly alive then we are not afraid of any old wall’s come down upon us, as God is not our enemy instead He is our Father, best friend and savior. 

b. We don’t mind at all being identified with Him since we are alive with Him. In fact we would want everybody to know us as being with Him that’s why we were those Christian shirts and have those bumper stickers on our cars. Our life has become apart of His and His life has become apart of ours. 

2. Vs. 6a “Raised us up together”: Gave us a new activity Now here we can understand this by looking at Jesus after the resurrection you see Jesus was not the way he was prior to death. The things that he couldn’t do prior He could now do. The same is true of us those things that in our dead state we couldn’t do we can now accomplish “in Christ”. Those two words are the key to our new activity though aren’t they? Were we weren’t able to forgive when we were dead in sin now since we have been raised together in heavenly places in Christ we can.  You are being made alive naturally changes our activity doesn’t it. I mean if your “superman” why take the bus when you can fly? So Christian are you living in the truth that you have “been” raised up together in heavenly places in Christ. The way He acted you can now act because of this, did you know that. Oh yes it is only in Christ but you are in Christ, so if you are not acting like Jesus what’s the problem? This pastor’s conference God really spoke to me and I want you all to pray for me so right this down. Pray “That I will be transformed by the message I teach!” You see I’m convinced that teaching that has now effect, no power is because it has not first transformed me! 

3. Vs. 6b “Made us sit together”: Gave us a new position What this speaks of is a ceasing of effort. You see when a person is sitting down then are not working. So Paul tells these Christians that God’s mercy and grace has changed our position we are working from a seated position, a resting position instead of one that is constantly trying to appease God. All that religious effort is over with because we are seated with Jesus we are at work only in His strength not our own. We over come by trusting in Him not our own effort and because of this we have His power at our disposal. We have come to Solomon declared that “He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.” We have been seated at His table and as such we have been given a new position. What I love is though we have not yet experienced this practically positionally it is true and God calls us to live this way! Why stay in the graveyard when He has already declared you to be sharing an new home with Him in heavenly places? The self life (called death) with all scraping and scrapping to get what we think we deserve is over with now we are sitting together with each other in a new position in place that belongs to the One who has brought us there. All we have belongs to the Father and we are in our Father’s house called to enjoy Him and share our love with all. 

IV. Vs. 7 Trophy’s of His grace

Vs. 7 “But why did He do this for us?” Well here we are told, “that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” That we would forever be a display, a trophy of His mercy and grace! Through out all eternity God will be showing us off as what He can do through someone so lost. We were once “lost from God now we are lost In God”! One day we are going to look at each other and worship God because of His incredible work in each other! I confess to you that I love to watch those fellows make the choppers and hot rods on T.V. It is the beautiful creation of what would other wise be just scrap metal. We are all hand crafted by the master and He is so confident in His work in you even thought you are not completed He wants to show you off right now. But you know what we try to do, don’t you? Well we say, “Hey God not yet I’m not ready, I’m not finished don’t show me off like this!” Or, “Oh God let me help you a bit you haven’t finished your work on my fender and I need some paint!” When we do this we look like some kids have finger painted on the Mona Lisa! Dear Christian we are “His work of art” not our own let Him show us off just as we are because a “half finished work of art by the Master” is always better then a finished copy painted by our own hands. Remember all of this is His act of kindness in His Son. We may be the canvases but the paint He is applying has been squeezed out of His own Son and as such He has earned the right to use the color and portrait of His choosing! 
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I. Intro

Through out the first ten verses Paul’s focus has been upon God’s work in our lives, which is always centered upon our transformation! As I said last week we can all say: 

“I’m certainly not what I ought to be” 

“And I’m definitely not what I will be”

“But thank God I’m not what I use to be!”

But why has God done this for us? Well we saw the first answer to that question in the words of verse 7 “that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” We are to be forever a display case of God’s grace and kindness. Though it will never be questioned in heaven God could pull one of us out at random and say, “You want a demonstration, an example of my grace towards undeserving man? Well then take a look at Dale!” Each of our lives serve as a living example of God’s character of grace. 


I think each of us could spend eternity thanking God for saving us from what we deserved but that is not all God does for us. You see God does not just save us out of destruction He saves us too something as well, “good works”! Think of that a moment and you will realize that your redemption has as much to do with what you and I are saved TOO as it does what we are saved FROM! I’m sure you have heard that old saying that “You can’t make a silk purse from a sow’s ear!” Well I’m here to tell you in Christ he does so in every one of our lives but make no mistake about it you can’t claim that His doing so had anything to do with anything in you! 

II. Vs. 8-9 By grace through faith
The emphasis in the first two verses in found in the 9th verse where Paul says, “not of works”. Yet the emphasis of verse 10 we read that we were “created in Christ Jesus for good works”. This appears to be a paradoxical statement wouldn’t you agree? How can we on one hand have no works “least we should boast” and yet on the other hand be created in Christ Jesus for good works to which we are to “walk in them”? That is what is before us this morning “not working at working”!    

Vs. 8-9 First I want you to see that Paul says, “by grace you have been saved” not “being saved” or “eventually will be saved” but “have been saved”. In other words what Paul has to say concerning our salvation is a finished act it is already true in every born again believer. 


There was fellow that had wanted to hear a famous evangelist speak but got his times mixed up and when he finally arrived the evangelist and all the people were gone except those that were cleaning up the place. Distraught, the fellow went over to one of the guys stacking chairs and asked, “I came to hear the evangelist so I could get saved what can I do now?” The workman, with out looking up responded, “You can’t do anything its too late!” The fellow getting more upset cried out, “What do you mean it’s too late, what can I do to get saved now?” The workman’s response was simple, “Not a thing don’t you know the work has already been done all you need to do is trust in His work?”   

Several years ago when I was in Peru I was invited to speak after I was done a fellow who had been traveling with me pulled me a side and asked a question, “Dale, did I hear you say that we have to have faith in grace?” To which I replied yes but my friend corrected by this passage it is not “faith in grace that saves” its “grace through faith!” What’s the difference? Faith in grace gives me something that I had to start with and God is always the initiator. We are not “saved by faith” according to this verse we are saved by grace (unmerited favor) and even our faith is a gift. You see if you place “faith” in front of grace you make our salvation dependant upon “how” we believe but when you have grace in front of faith then the emphasis is not upon how we believe but rather on Whom we believe! Our savior is not our faith our savior is Jesus and our faith which is given to us by grace lays hold of Him! 

Now most of us Christians would have no problem saying that we are saved by grace but hear Paul brings us to an even more startling truth and that is that even our ability to trust in His unmerited favor is a gift. “Well what if God doesn’t give me the gift of trusting His unmerited favor does that mean that I can’t be saved?” Well look at what Paul wrote to the Romans in 10:17 “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” You get it? God grants us trust as a gift when we hear the word of God but refuse the Word of God and you will never been granted the gift of trusting in it! 

Now the next part of this verse tells us why doesn’t it? You see God loves us so much as John 3:16 informs us that “that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” But He loves His Son so much that He will never permit anyone in heaven or earth to ignore the sacrifice He made on our behalf! So here Paul stresses the reason God’s work is totally by grace, “not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” There are two things in which, if we could we, would brag about:

a. Character “Not of yourselves”: Paul points out that God has done it this way because mankind loves to claim some inherent goodness in our nature. “I may not be as good as I should be but I can still claim that there is something I can do”. To which Paul points out, “No it is not of yourselves it’s the gift of God”. There was nothing in me that caused God to so love me and desire to save me, I mean He just went out and did so without ever consulting me! You don’t here folks complain to much about God’s blessings upon their lives in fact they don’t ever seem to give Him any praise or acknowledgement for it all. Oh but if something goes away from the script they have written then they blame God and curse His name. Job responded to all the trials of his life and a wife who encouraged him to just “curse God and die” by saying, “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” This is what I find lies behind most of my unhappiness, I often equate God’s grace as being given to me based upon something “good” in my charter or nature thus He is just rewarding me for being ME! So then when I don’t get what I think I ought then I’m bummed at God, but it’s not of yourselves it is the gift of God, and if He rewarded me for me then I would be in big trouble!    

b. Effort “Not of works”: Here the point is self-effort, “Hey I may have not had anything of value in my nature but I have made up for it by effort!” Not so says Paul as it is not of works least anyone should boast. Suppose you were really in debt I mean you owed millions and some reach stranger came and wrote you a check wiping out all you owed. Now it would not take long before everybody who knew your plight would begin to come to you and let you know how fortunate you were to have such a generous benefactor. But what if your response to them was, “Oh come on now He didn’t do all that much why you should of seen me reach out and take that check from His hand!” “I mean it was some kind of effort I had to put forth to take it from Him and then I had to go down to the bank and all.” “You want to hear how I had to wait in line at the bank and then sign the back of the check?” Why everybody would think I was totally ungrateful and rightly so but you know what we do this all the time with the Lord don’t we? We constantly tell people about all the things we are doing for God boast in all our effort and how difficult it is just to be us, all the while down playing that it was all the resources of God which has made everything possible! It is the greatness of God as seen in His grace that has saved us isn’t it? 

III. Vs. 10 A walking work of art

So we see that we have been saved “from” and that it is totally by grace now we see that we have not only been saved from but “too”! 

Vs. 10 We’ve answered the “how” now we answer the “why” and Paul tells us in the 10th verse the reason for this transforming grace. The first thing Paul does is to focus upon God’s transforming grace by saying, “we are His workmanship”. The word “workmanship” only appears one other time in the Bible in Romans 1:20 where the English renders it “the things that are made” which is in reference to His physical creation. The word in the Greek is where we get our word “poem” in fact it is a transliteration of the Greek word. The word means a “work of art or master piece” and we can see how what God created in the physical realm is a masterpiece even after the fall. But here we are told that born again mankind is also His masterpiece. Look at this carefully and you will notice that it doesn’t say I’m a masterpiece but rather that I’m HIS masterpiece. I spent many years as a goldsmith creating jewelry and I can tell you that an artist seeks to express themselves through their work and it is the same with God. You see a “poem” is a work of art in words and it is what we are as His Word transforms us into one of a kind redemptive masterpiece! 


The second thing Paul tells us is that we are “created in Christ Jesus for good works”. I find something here that makes me realize how incredible God’s grace is when I realize, as Paul told us in verse 2, that all of us at one time walked and worked in total disobedience, I mean we weren’t people with potential we were utterly ruined. What’s my point? Well you can further appreciate an artist’s talents when you see what they have created and what they had to start with. The other point this verse brings to light is that though it is true that we are not “saved by good works we most certainly saved unto good works”. Our salvation is NOT faith plus works but our salvation is very much faith that works! God’s design is “in Christ Jesus” for “good works”, now what this tells us is that God’s transformation is always active and always has the same aim “good works”. Now there are a great many people that will not be very impressed after they meet me in fact they may say, “You know what Dale your not all that impressive there’s some pretty big inconsistencies in your life”. My response will always be the same, “You know what you are you are right but you should have seen what God had to work with when He started!” Compared to what I was when He started I’m a work of art even though I’m very much unfinished! 


Paul goes on to tell us two things concerning those works that we are saved too:

1. Good works: First Paul says that they are “good works”? God’s saving us by grace was unto good works but just what makes them “good works”? I mean how can I know that operating according to His design? 

a. First off a good work won’t be a work that is disobedient as that is what we once were. There are a great many people in the world doing a lot of things but if they are still living a disobedient life then they are not engaged in “good works”. So many people think that if they are apart from God that doing something’s “good” will make up for a life style that is disobedient. 

b. Second Paul wrote in Romans 14:23 that “whatever is not from faith is sin.” In other words what ever we do that is not based upon total trust of God can not be considered “good works”. Or to look at it another way Paul wrote to the Philippians’ in 2:13 “for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” In other words what makes them “good works” is our trust and surrender to God who works in us both to will and do according to His “good pleasure”. You mean pastor that I can’t claim “good works” as coming from me now that I’m a believer? Nope it is God who works in us both to will and to do and that according to His good pleasure. Where is the boasting in that? There isn’t any if it truly “good works” all we can talk about is what He is doing and not what we are doing! 

2. Prepared beforehand: The second amazing thing is that these “good works” are prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. Now pay attention here we don’t have to go turning over every rock looking for “good works” God has prepared them for us beforehand. Just we go about everyday there are countless “good works” that God has prepared for us. I wonder some times just how many “good works” He gives us every day, little things like holding the door open for someone to picking up trash so someone else doesn’t have to. All the way up to speaking His name to a hurting heart. Jesus said in Luke 16:10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much”. I think God has away of not only preparing good works” for us but also preparing us for “good works” don’t you? As a matter of fact I think of three ways He prepares me for “good works”:

a. Teaching: Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in 2:13 “when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.” God teaches us through His word and teaches us not to be self-serving but rather to be self-sacrificing. In John 13:13-14 Jesus told His disciple’s “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.” 

b. Talking: In This very book in the 3rd chapter verse 20 Paul says, “to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us”. I believe God prepares us for good works through our prayer life as we ask Him not only “to do exceedingly above all the we ask or think” but to do so “according to the power that works in us”. Hey never under estimate the need for prayer to accomplish the “good works” He has prepared for you. 

c. Trials: Finally look at what Peter said in 2nd Peter 2:19 “let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.” Suffering causes us to recommit our lives to doing good as unto the Lord. Why? Well because trials tear away the things we have attached value too and replaces them with a faithful creator that will never leave us or forsake us! 

So God by His grace has saved us from our selves and too good works and His design is that we “walk in them” that’s a natural thing isn’t it. I think far to often the Church has emphasized “good works” that we do before the “good work” He has done. The truth is the only way we walk in good works that He has prepared beforehand is that He has already done a good work in us and we are continually allowing Him to do a good work through us!  
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I. Intro

Paul has been speaking about the work of God that has so impacted our lives:

· Vs. 1-3 “What we were” where the focus was “What God has done for us” 

· Vs. 4-9 What we are and “What God has done in us”

· Vs. 10 What we will be where we saw “What God will do through us” 

I must say that this section of scripture has been a source of great worship in my heart as I see afresh God’s work in my behalf as He has brought me to Himself. If we stopped here we would have enough truth to worship God for all eternity as we are His “walking work of art” his visible “poem” on this dark hopeless planet! I have become increasing aware personally that our heavenly Father is not content with just our spiritual birth into His kingdom (as glorious as that is), no He is committed to my continual transformation! Such transformation as brought out by Paul’s words in verse 11 where we are told that as “walking works of art” we have been created for “good works” in Christ Jesus. 

There is yet another work that God has done on our behalf and this one has to do with:

· Vs. 11-22 “What God has done among us” 


The truths, which Paul is about to unfold, speak of another aspect of God’s redemptive work. 

a. The first one we have been looking at is God reconciling sinful mankind back to Himself. Paul made it very clear that we all were sinners by nature and choice, our condition was further enhanced because we live on a planet that whole philosophy is geared to keeping us in our fallen condition. We also have an enemy whose sole purpose is to oppress us and manipulate us into his dark world. Finally we don’t naturally resist this system with it’s aggressive enemy because we are naturally drawn too the things that they suggest. Yet in spite of this God because of Who He is was able to break through and bring us back to Himself not through our “goodness” or because of some “hidden potential” but solely by trusting in the finished work of His only Son. 

b. The second act of reconciliation is before us now and it is God reconciling man back to each other. You see God not only brings us to himself, He also returns us to each other no mater what your back ground His work unties mankind into one family!  

II. Vs. 11-13 Why can’t we all just get along?

Vs. 11 The words “therefore remember” has to do with God’s creating us for “good works”. So what we are about to see is in what arena these “good works”, which He has created us to be His “walking work of art”, find there expression in. An over view of these verses show that these “good works” are to be in the arena of our dealings with our fellow man and this is why we have been reconciled into one “new man”. 


The other thing Paul tells us is that we gentiles were completely apart from God as well as separate from God’s chosen people the Jews. Now notice that Paul say’s that we were “once” Gentiles in the flesh who were called the “Uncircumcision”. Simply put our trusting in Jesus’ work has brought to an end this condition. As far as God is concerned He has brought all those who have trusted in His Son into His family regardless of what they once were. Yet with that said Paul wants these Gentile believers to understand how incredible this work of God is on our behalf. Paul uses words that we don’t grasp today but that those Ephesian Gentiles very much understood, he says that they were called the “Uncircumcision” by those who are “called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands”. To understand this we need to look at what Circumcision was and what it stood for. 

A. First Circumcision is the cutting away of the foreskin of the male sex organ.

B. Second and more importantly what it stood for was the cutting away of the fleshly passions which dominate mankind. If you look up the word pagan in the dictionary you will find that the definition means “one who delights in sensual pleasures”. God gave the Circumcision to Abraham in Gen. 17 as a sign of the agreement He had made with Abraham that the relationship with Him is based upon trust (faith) and not works. Moses as well instituted this as a sign for the nation that they were to be “cut away from the fleshly passions” that once dominated who we are and how we live. 

But the trouble was that Israel forgot what Circumcision was suppose to represent and started thinking that it made them superior then their neighbors the Gentiles. You will notice Paul’s words here to distinguish this “made in the flesh by hands”, as their Circumcision was just outward show self-righteousness. You can go through out the Bible and hear God’s word to the nation such as Jer. 4:4 where God says, “Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, And take away the foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem”. Or Deut. 10:16 “Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.” What had been originally an outward sign of separation to God through faith had elapsed into a self-righteous wall that caused division between people. The truth is Circumcision was to keep Israel out of the world and not to keep the world from knowing God. In fact God said through Isaiah 42:6, “I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the Gentiles, to open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.”  

Vs. 12 But make no mistake about it we non-Jews were completely apart from God. I believe Paul gives a perfect definition of what a pagan is and as far as God is concerned and what effects this condition produces in our lives. A person who is dominated by sensual pleasures is one who is “without Christ”. Now a pagan can be a very intelligent person, they can have great talents and education, they can be very civilized in culture yet still be dominated by sensual pleasures. In fact a pagan can even have a belief of God as long as it is not in God as James said, “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe; and tremble”, no big thing a belief that there is a God! This condition we were in “without Christ” led to four other realties as too our existence as it relates to God:

1. Stateless “Being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel”: Paul uses a very vivid picture here that we can understand that of being an “alien”. The word simple means “unable to participate” which is exactly what happens if you are not a citizen of a country that you are in, you don’t have the same rights and promises of a citizen of that country. So prior to out trusting in Jesus we had no citizenship in the Kingdom of God. In Exodus 6:7 God told the nation “I will take you as My people, and I will be your God.” The rest of the word was outside of this “commonwealth” and as such did not have the same benefits as the Israel.  

2. Friendless “And strangers from the covenants of promise”: Further more since we were not citizens we were stranger’s form the agreement full of promises, living in the world without promises and guarantees. If you have traveled as I have and you find yourself in a country that does not share you language or culture and you walk the streets you feel very much like you are an island all too yourself without a friend in the world. That is what we were apart from Jesus just strangers without any certainties in life. 

3. Hopeless “Having no hope”: This condition brought about a sense of hopelessness in life. The Greeks even with the high education and pantheon of god’s still wrote on their tombstones “hopeless”! Life soon settles into a meaningless existence with no purpose other then the here and now which may be taken at any moment. Life apart from Jesus is lived in black and white while in Christ it is in living color! 

4. Godless “And without God in the world”: Finally we are simply without the presence of God. I did not say that they weren’t religious as they were extremely so, but all their devotion to gods their was no presence of them only statues and shrines. And reminded of this every time I go into a Chinese restaurant and see old Buddha there with a piece of apple in front of him. I have yet to go by and see him take a bite out of it; there is no presence of Buddha just his fat statue. 

Vs. 13 That being what we Gentiles were Paul says, “But now” oh how I love those words don’t you? We who were born apart from God, people who were without a country, without family, without any hope, without the presence of God in our lives, who were as Paul says, “were far off” “have now been brought near by the blood of Christ”. Our citizenship did not just happen dear Christian it was won by the blood of Jesus it’s His blood that has been used to write our citizenship papers. 

