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“The Ephesian Pastors Conference: Session two”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 28-35 The lost art of shepherding

III.) Vs. 36-38 The love of the body

I.) Intro.

Last week we took a sneak peek at what ought to go on at a Pastor’s conference. Now I’m not sure how you felt going through the text, all I can say is that I found the passage extremely convicting. Man was this ever practical stuff, when most people go to seminars what they get is techniques that will help them be more outwardly successful in their profession. But what we see here is that the greatest barrier in being used for God’s service is not a lack of education or some new gadget but rather the lack of a surrendered heart to the master. So Paul’s teaching to these Pastor’s centered on the “heart of the MAN. Before Paul ever speaks a word about the MINISTRY or the METHOD, he gives six characteristics that make up the heart of the MAN:  

1. Vs. 17-18 Called: The heart of a pastor is always available when the Lord calls.

2. Vs. 19a Perspective: He must not serve the People; no he serves the Lord. He must have the right motive in service other wise he will be a man pleaser rather then a God pleaser. 

3. Vs. 19b Humility: His heart is one that truly esteems others higher then himself. This will happen when you see your self in the grace of God & not our merit.

4. Vs.19c Compassion: He ought to be broken hearted in the pastorate in two areas, the lost (Rom. 9:3) & the Church (1 Cor. 11:28-19). Ministry ought to bring a brokeness that produces compassion because of a deep care for those that are perishing as well as those who are of the body of Christ.

5. Vs. 19e Faithfulness: Trials are a part of ministry & faithfulness to that which God has called you to must characterized your ministry. What would it take for you to step aside from serving the Lord? The heart of the pastor must be faithful & not moved.

6. Vs. 20-21 Teacher: At the very core of a pastor’s heart there must be a desire to teach. Publicly & privately, those familiar with the Word of God & those that are not. They need to be taught that they needed to have a change of heart towards God & that they need to redirect their trust “toward our Lord Jesus Christ”.  

With the greatest stumbling block to pastoring out of the way (his heart), in this section Paul address in verses 28-30 the Pastors three fold MINISTRY then in verses 31-35 Paul speaks on four METHODS in which he ought to serve in the ministry. Finally we get a glimpse in verses 36-38 of how the Church will respond:

· When the MAN has the right heart ---- ELDER

· When the MAN has the right focus in MINISTRY ---- OVERSEER

· When the MAN in MINISTRY employs the right METHOD ---- SHEPHERD 

II.) Vs. 28-35 The lost art of shepherding
Vs. 28 It is important to remind us to whom Paul is saying these words, Pastors! Paul was saying in verse 27 that he had not “shunned” to declare the whole counsel of God. The word “shunned” in verse 27 is the same as the phrase in verse 20 “kept nothing back”. It is a sailing term that means “to draw back or down the sails on a ship”. Simply put Paul says in verse 27 that he made sure that he kept all the wind in the sails of the Word of God on their behalf! 


So that being the context now look at the words of verse 28; “Therefore take heed to yourselves”. The words “take heed” mean to “hold your mind on yourselves”. Before these pastors were to be concerned with the Church they needed to make sure that they kept their minds on their own devotional lives. They needed to keep all the wind in the sails of the Word of God in their own personal devotional lives first & foremost. All too often we pastors fall into the trap of doing the work of the Lord at the expense of our own personal walk with God. Hey brothers & sisters, ministry must overflow from what is already taking place in your personal, secret, intimate devotional time with the Lord!  


This can be best illustrated by looking at three men in the Bible who happen to be three successive generations, grandfather, father & son. 

· Abraham: He was a lover of God & along the way of his life you can see that every where he went he built altar’s to God (five times). As he did so God continued to bless him & his flocks increased so he dug wells (two times) to ensure that the flocks that God had given him would be sufficiently watered. 

· Isaac: Then along comes his son Isaac whom when you observe his life digs five wells but only one altar. In fact he names two of the wells, one he calls strife & the other he calls contention. 

· Jacob: Isaac’s son Jacob, the third generation from Abraham, builds no altars & digs no wells. Instead he increase the flocks by craftiness & creativity. 

Follow me on this one folks: 

· A servant that loves God (builds altars for worship) & then will have to dig wells to supply water to take care of serving the sheep that God supplied because he built altars. 

· In time people move away from the simplicity of just wanting to worship the Lord & grow closer to him. They instead start wanting to see their flocks grow, so they copy the formula but build more wells then altars & all it produces is strife & contention. 

· Finally, they move away from altar’s & well’s altogether. Instead they rely on new techniques of craftiness & creativity. Programs, entertainment, relevant messages, anything to try to increase the flock.

How did it get to this? Well it started when the servant of God left spending time at the altar & became more concerned with the flock. This in turn will eventually led to abandoning altar building & well digging altogether. It is only after this that Paul then says, “and to all the flock”! 


Now before we look at the threefold ministry of the pastor in the Church Paul reminds them just who’s Church it is:

a. POWER “Among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers”: It is the Holy Spirit that has raised them up. Therefor they are to oversee & not overbear or overlord! It is the Lord’s Church & He appoints His own servants & all that the body of Christ can do is bear witness to God’s sovereign choice.  

b. POSSESION “Shepherd the church of God”: It is His Church he has ownership of it, we are His property & all that the leadership can do is be faithful stewards of it. 

c. PRICE “Which He purchased with His own blood”: Jesus paid the ultimate price for ownership of the Church, He alone has redeemed us back to the Father. 

Baxter wrote in a commentary in the 1600’s three question as coming from the Lord to the Church: 

· “Did I die for them & you are not willing to look after them?” 
· “Are they worth my blood, but not your labor?”
· “Did I come down from heaven to save that, which was lost, and you are not willing to go next door to seek them?”      

Now in this section you will notice that Paul uses metaphors to describe Church life. “Shepherd, sheep & wolves” all of which of coarse familiar with the sheep industry.  

Threefold ministry of the pastor

1. Vs. 28 FEED: Paul uses the word here in verse 28 to “shepherd” the Church. It is a word that means to “tend or feed” the flock. Simply put the shepherd is given the task of leading the flock to the best pasture to feed upon. And what is the best pasture for growth? Well it’s is the word! Paul in verse 20 already had laid out for them his method in dispensing the Word of God to them. He said: “I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks”. Do you see that? Paul says that pastors ought to:

· “keep back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you”: That is to say give them all-possible truth. THE WHOLE OF THE WORD.

· “taught you publicly and from house to house”: That is to say use all-possible ways. THE WHOLE OF THE WORK.

· “testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks”: That is to all-possible people. THE WHOLE OF THE WORLD.

       In Ezek. 34:2-4 the Lord rebukes the leaders of the nation because the “shepherds of Israel feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock.

The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.” You see they were guilty of fleecing the flock instead of feeding the flock! Jesus says that false teachers are like wolves in sheep’s clothing. The only difference between a sheep & a wolf disguised, as a sheep is their diet! You will be able to spot the wolf, as sheep carcasses will be around them!

2. Vs. 29-31a WATCH: The word “watch” in verse 31a means to “stay awake or be alert”. The idea here, borrowing from the shepherding profession, is of being a watchman. It was the shepherds responsibility to keep his eyes open constantly searching the horizon for any possible predators. The were two kinds of dangers that the sheep faced mentioned here by Paul:

a. Vs. 29 Savage wolves: The first danger that the shepherd needs to keep a watchful eye on is from without. False teachers who will slip in after he left spreading false teaching with the aim of destroying them. Notice that they will try to come in among them. There are those from without the Church that want to come in & exploit it for personal gain. A pastor must be alert & not drowsy in whom he allows speaking to the sheep. 

b. Vs. 30 Men will rise up: Here is the subtlest of all the foes of the sheep. One  from among them that will be ambitious & hunger for power. They too draw away sheep by use of weird teaching. So often use this happens & little groups start forming around some leader’s teaching. The words “draw away” are literally “to drag away by tearing apart”. If the pastor is not on watch from among the sheep this can happen. In fact it happened to the very Church that Paul is sharing with as later on in Revelation Jesus says that they left their first love. And where is the Church in Ephesus today? Well there isn’t one!  

3. Vs. 31b CARE: As Paul was sharing about the second aspect of a pastors ministry, watching, he says that he wanted them to remember that for the three years he did not cease in warning them about the above with tears. The pastor must go beyond watching out for things that would harm them, he must be actively involved in their lives as to keep them from that which would do them harm. Pastoral care means that you must be involved in people’s lives. All to often the pastor becomes just a teaching machine. I love hanging around the body, getting to know you to help me better care for your needs. Based upon this verse let me suggest three ways Paul should that he cared for the Church:

a. CONSISTENT “for three years I did not cease”: In other words Paul was consistently demonstrating his care for them. He did not just do it once in a while it was a part of his every day life stile.

b. COMUNICATION “to warn everyone”: Paul was not just around them he communicated with them in this case it was to gently admonish them. Notice that he was not selective in who he spoke with, “everyone”. It is very important that the pastor regularly communicates with the body of Christ.  

c. COMPASSION “with tears”: This was heart-felt empathy. He allowed himself to feel what they felt. Again the pastor ought to be able to care in away that lets the sheep know that he feels their hearts sorrows as well as joys. 

Now having looked at both the heart of the MAN & then the MINISTRY of the man lets look at the METHOD that the man should employ in the ministry.

Fourfold method of the man in ministry

1. Vs. 31 Compassionately: Having touched on this already in dealing with how he ought to care for the sheep. It goes deeper in that the method he ought to employ in all of his ministry is compassion. Paul would write that even when he had to say something that was going to be hard for some to hear that he “spoke the truth in love”. After a short time a pastor left a church & they got another one. Someone asked what the difference between the two of the men was? The reply from a member of the Church was, “Well it’s kind of hard to say, as they both say the same things but in different ways.” Puzzled, the outsider continued, “What do you mean, does the new pastor not preach that sinners are going to hell like the old pastor did?” “No, they both preach that a person apart from Jesus in their life is going to go to hell.” “But the new pastor can’t say it with out weeping!” 

2. Vs. 32 Biblically: Second the method the pastor ought employ in ministry is always the “Word of His grace”. Why? Well Paul says, because it is the only thing that is able to establish them now for what God has for them. Notice that it is the “Word of His grace”. Programs can not build a person up not can slick marketing techniques, entertainment. No, only the word of His grace. Paul commended them to keep with the Word in their lives & the lives of those they pastored. 

3. Vs. 33-34 Selflessly: The third method he ought to employ in ministry is that of being a servant. Paul did not come to be served but rather to serve & he demonstrated as much by working while he was there. 

4. Vs. 35 Graciously: Lastly, Paul says that you ought to be gracious in ministry knowing that it is always better to give then receive. Always take the high road in ministry finding away to exalt others & not self. The focus of Paul’s ministry was on giving & not getting. No if every Christian possessed this same attitude every church facility would be paid for, every missionary would more then enough funds to reach the world & there would be no hungry or needed people in the world. 

III.) Vs. 36-38 The love of the body

Finally we see just how the body of Christ responses:

· When the heart of man is right in ministry

· When he has the right focus in ministry

· When he uses the right method in ministry 

In these verse we see three responses these men had to Paul.

a. Vs. 36 PRAYERFULLY “Knelt down & prayed”: The body’s response to a pastor who serves them this way is praying with him & for him. I can’t tell you how much it means to me to know that you all are supporting me in prayer.

b. Vs. 37a, 38 THANKFULLY “they all wept freely”: Next I believe this response shows how thankful they were of Paul’s ministry among them. The best way other then praying for the pastor to show your thankfulness to God is grow in God’s grace. I get the greatest kick out of seeing you all apply the Word which being taught. You thank me every time on Sunday morning when you stand before I get a chance to tell you to do so as we read the Word together. 

c. Vs. 37b LOVINGLY “fell on Paul's neck and kissed him”: I can tell if I’m doing my job right when I see you all loving each other the way you do. I have had the privilege of being around a lot of Calvary’s but none more loving then this one. You all just genuinely love each other, & that shows me that we are doing ministry with the right heart & the right methods.   
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I.) Intro.

Like most sports fans I was fixated on the T.V. watching arguably the greatest Super Bowl ever played. With the Rams down 11 at half time everybody knew that the game was not over. And when they scored their second touchdown in the 4th quarter tying the game with only a minute left I think everybody felt that the game was heading into the first ever over time with the momentum clearing on the side of the Rams. The experts (John Madden) was saying that the best thing that the Patriots could do was run the ball & take the remaining 50 seconds off the clock & take their chances in O.T. That is not of coarse what happened. With time expired New England kicked a 48-yard game winning field goal to cause the greatest upset in Super Bowl history. 


Oh how it could of all been different if that 24 year old quarterback did not complete those passes. Or if the field goal kicker would of missed his kick! Football is often called a game of inches, 1 inch here & the pass is not completed. One inch to the left or right of the football & the ball does not go through the uprights. How about life though? Have you ever wished you could get that pass or kick back? Ever wonder what would have happened if in that critical moment you would have done what is altogether clear now? Why is it that hindsight always provides the best view to the past & no view to the present? Life at times seems as if it too is decided by inches. Although this section shows Paul’s travels to Jerusalem it also reveals his resolve to follow the Lord no matter what the outcome.        

II.) Vs. 1-7 Finishing our voyage

Luke records this section in the first person, as he was present. You will recall that Paul had a pastor’s conference with the Ephesian pastors in Miletus. He revealed to them that he knew something’s about his future as he said, “I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.” Further more back at Paul’s conversion in chapter 9 Jesus told Ananias that He would show Paul “how many things he must suffer for My name's sake.” It is important that we understand this as the context of the passage we are studying today. Paul had a specific calling on his life but he also knew that what he had to face was not always easy. 


Sometimes we all wish we knew the outcome or the future. In fact there has been many books & many movies on the subject about knowing ones future & then altering it for our benefit. But what if you were able to know what was in store for you in the future & to alter it for your benefit would mean that you would miss God’s will for you? What would you do? Paul clearly knew that he was going to suffer many things as he served Jesus. Clearly in this section he had amble opportunity to change his coarse & all the Church would have agreed but yet he did not do so. 

Vs. 1-3a Luke ties this section with the last by saying that literally Paul had to tear himself away from the Pastors of Ephesus that had gathered in Miletus. Then he records for us Paul’s journey sailing from Miletus to Cos, which was a small island south of Miletus. Then the next day they sail again to Rhodes a little larger island to the south east, 12 miles off of the mainland of Turkey, with it’s famed Colossus one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world. From Rhodes they sailed around the southwestern corner of Turkey & again ported this time on the mainland port of Patara. The picture here is pretty clear, Paul & his companions sailed each day & ported each night hugging the coastline of Turkey. So?

Well here’s my point Paul was heading into known trouble & every port of call was an opportunity to delay what God had planned for him. Hey, folks do you no what the biggest waste of our time is? PROCRASTINANTION! Webster’s defines this word as “putting off to a future time”. How many times have we done this? We know of something God has for us but it does not seem pleasurable to us so we put it off! Paul stopped every day at a different port & could have stayed for a little R & R but he did not. In fact I love that Luke says that they, “ran a straight coarse”. How about it saints have you stayed a little long at Cos (summit)? Perhaps you have lingered to long at the sent of Rhodes (rose). But when you do that you will eventually find yourself at Patara (trodden under foot). That’s what putting off following God will always leave you, trodden under foot! Better to always set a straight coarse! 

There is more here as well! Paul & his companions had been sailing along hugging the Turkish coast but in verse 2 we read that they found a ship that sailed direct to Phoenicia. This change of travel would take them right through the heart of the Mediterranean Sea on a 400-mile journey saving them a week’s time. Do you get it? Paul knew that he faced chains & tribulations when he arrived yet he was in a hurry to get there. Paul made a conscious decision to hurry to be in God’s will even though the out come was not going to be pleasant. That’s growth that’s surrender. Paul would write to the Philippians’ “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” You see the goal was “the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”.  

Vs. 3b-7 Now this 400-mile sea journey would have taken around 5 days to complete. Here is what I find interesting about this, as they land on the ancient sea port of Tyre in Syria they had to stay there seven days as the ship they were on was a merchant ship & had to be unloaded. So Paul instead of retiring in Tyre diligently searches out the believers in Tyre. Now we know that this was not a Church that Paul had started & it is believed that it was most likely started during the time right after the stoning death of Stephen in Jerusalem as the believers fled from the persecution. And who was it that gave consent to Stephen’s death? Well it was Paul! So what’s my point?


Simply this, Paul faced a future of chains & tribulations but prior to Jesus in his life he was the one that placed folks into that situation. In other words Paul stayed his coarse in the will of God because he remembered his past. He would write to the Corinthians, “I am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” Paul faced an uncertain future because of a certain past! In Roman’s Paul wrote that he viewed himself as a, “debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.” Here’s where I’m going with this, all to often we fail in move towards the will of God in our lives because of an attitude that says “I deserve better then this!” Hey, folks I deserve to be judged for all eternity for my life prior to Christ how about you? 


Wow, look at these believers here in verse 4-6, they tell Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. Think of this scene some of these folks had lost loved ones because of the persecution started by Paul. Some of them perhaps had their lives permanently altered because of the events of 20 some odd years earlier. Now I have to wonder if I was one of those guys who had been effected by the persecution would I warn Paul not to go? Or would you say, “Hey, the dude has it coming!” Isn’t the grace of God wonderful? It can change a heart from bitterness to beauty! I know of no other religion or human philosophy that can do that. You want proof of the truths of Christianity? CHANGED LIVES! You can not see the truth’s of Christianity any more clearer then when you look into the heart of a person who has every reason to be bitter & hard hearted & instead of hate you find love!   


The wording of this section says that they “kept telling” Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Now we are told in Acts 19:21 that Paul “Paul purposed in the Spirit, to go up to Jerusalem”. Then in chapter 20:24, after saying that he knew by way of the Holy Spirits testimony that chains & tribulations awaited him in Jerusalem, he says. “These things don’t move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus.” You see Paul interpreted the action of the Holy Spirit as information and warning although the disciples at Tyre gave it the form of a prohibition. Duty called louder than warning to Paul even if both were the calls of God. Now here’s what I see, even the love of well meaning Christians could not move Paul from the Love of God. Paul was more compelled by the love of God then the love of man. 

I love the scene as the whole Church gathers with Paul at the shore of the Mediterranean Sea for a time of prayer & they waited until he boarded the ship before they went home. Now to any on looker that didn’t know the story of Paul & this Church it was no big deal but we do know the story. The Church that was founded because of Paul’s persecution of them was now praying for him as he faced chains & tribulation. Let me ask you can the love of some well meaning Christian move you from God’s will? It did not move Paul. 

Vs. 7 Finally we read that Paul sailed 25 miles down the cost to Ptolemais (Tall-a-may-us) which was the ancient city called Accho located right on the bay of Haifa. And again he greeted the believers there. Paul finished his journey folks; he was walking in the will of God. How about it brother’s & sister’s are you ready to finish the voyage that God has you on no matter what you face? Or are you going to allow something or someone to get you off course?   

III.) Vs. 8-12 Keeping the kingdom

Vs. 8-9 So from Ptolemais (Tall-a-may-us) they travel another 30 miles to Caesarea which was the port for Jerusalem. It is here that Philip the evangelist had made his home for some 20 years. Philip you will recall was one of the seven original deacons with Stephen. After Stephens death he goes to Samaria & God uses him their as well as other cites in that area. He leaves that region on the call of God to go out to Gaza strip & preaches to the Ethiopian Eunuch. Now we read in verse 9 that he has four daughters who were serving in ministry. That’s Philip you always find him serving:

· Served as a janitor in Jerusalem

· Served sinners in Samaria

· Served educating a eunuch in the desert
· Served as a father to his family
It never seemed to matter what the venue was Philip was there to serve. So what happens upon Paul coming Caesarea? Well there is Philip ready to open his house in service. Paul had been his enemy & now he was to be his guest. Literally the words “stayed with him” is stayed at his side. Now wouldn’t you have liked to have known some more about what they talked about? I bet they spoke about Stephen. Philip probably shared about how Stephen’s life propelled him to serve. Then Paul probably shared how Stephen’s death propelled him to serve. There was no doubt a great time of sharing & celebrating how God can take a wretch & use him to win souls to the kingdom. 

Some times lives can be touched more after a persons passing then they could have done had they lived. This week Tom presided over young Devin Cole’s funeral. He is the young man that gave his life to Jesus in October. It is always tragic when someone so young dies. Someone with so much life ahead of him. All are left to wonder why? Right after his conversion he sat down & wrote this poem called: 

“The Depths of His Love”

Rivers of His love run deep into the valleys of our hearts.

Neither height nor depth nor mountains too wide,

Could ever show us the depths of His love.

Way beyond the seas, throughout all eternity 

Could never show us the depths of His love.

Into the sun, far beyond the sky, a thousand tears that we’ve cried

Could never show us the depths of his love.

Forgiveness beyond measure, our savior to treasure, love written as a lullaby enchanted dreams of Him & I, all together forever.


Could never show us the depths of His love.

Miles & time, song & rhyme, money or gain, life or pain.


Could never show us the depths of His love.

Loving Him, praising Him, embracing him eternally



Will show us the depth of His love. 

Vs. 9 Luke just mentions that Philip had four virgin daughter who were prophets & says nothing more about them. Now the early Church Historian Eusebius says that later on they fled the Jewish persecution by the Romans & moved to Hierapolis in the province of Asia & provided much information of the early Church. Here is what I see about this family of servants, they were a focused family but the focus was not on the family. Instead they were into keeping the kingdom. 

· They were pure outwardly because there was a purity of heart. 
· They spoke the heart of God to the people of God because God first spoke to their hearts. 
· They were hospitable because God was gracious to them. 
· They were forgiving because they were forgiven.
Vs. 10-12 Agabus is the same guy who in Acts 11:28 prophesied that there would be a famine in the land of Judea. And here he takes the belt to Paul’s outer coat & binds his own hands & feet & again foretells what awaits Paul upon arriving in Jerusalem. Now we shall see that in about two weeks from this time all of it comes to pass. Look at verse 12 as Luke includes himself in the statement that of “pleading with Paul not to go to Jerusalem”. These people loved Paul & there was a wait of evidence from the Holy Spirit revealing that Paul’s life was going to be in jeopardy if he went forward in what was laid upon his heart by God. This was a crossroad for Paul, follow the will of God & be imprisoned by man, follow the advice of loved ones & be imprisoned by God. Paul wrote to the Corinthians concerning following the will of the Lord “If I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”   

IV.) Vs. 13-16 Ready to live in the will of the Lord

Vs. 13 What a remarkable statement made by Paul. They cried out together saying, “Don’t go your life will be endanger!” Paul came back with, “Man your breaking man heart I love you guy’s for your love towards me but my love towards God’s will for me is greater! Paul had a resolve that went beyond what other thought to what God thought! Hey what motivates you? Paul is saying that, “Living is only truly living when it is living in the Lord!” Folks, a person is never more alive then they are when they are surrendered to the Lord! 

Vs. 14-16 Here is what I like to see in leadership. As much as they were passionate about Paul not heading in the direction he was going. Ascertain as they were that where he was heading meant chains & tribulation when they saw that what drove Paul was the Lord they all said the will of the Lord be done & then “packed up & went to Jerusalem”. Do you see that? Man that is what you want in a Church decisions. You all get together from the Lord cry together beg each other to change your mind but when all is said & done they packed up & went together. So often today folks pack up & go but not together! Folks the leadership here is great because of this same fact. Oh we have our passionate disagreements & tears are shed but when it’s all finished every one packs up & heads to Jerusalem. And the way we go is always as if what we were passionate about the most was the way in which we are going. 


Now they bring with them some of the believers from Caesarea & an early disciple named Mnason (Na-shon), which means diligent seeker. You see that they bring diligent seeker with them to the city of peace all because they followed the will of God.      
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I.) Intro.

To be miss understood is an awful experience. I came across these real life Church bulletin bloopers the other day that no doubt left some misunderstandings:

· “Wait Watchers meeting next Thursday at 6 pm please enter through the side double doors.” 
· “Don’t let worry kill you off – let our Church help!”
· “A bean super will be held on Tuesday at 6 pm in the fellowship hall, music to follow!” 
· “Ladies, don’t forget the garage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands!”
· “Please welcome our visiting Pastor, a caring individual who loves hurting people!”   
Paul now arrives in Jerusalem at the time of Pentecost as he followed the will of God knowing full well that trouble awaited him. The trouble that awaited him was from believers as well as unbelievers. We shall see how Paul handles being misunderstood by fellow Christians then we shall see how this led to his being misunderstood by nonbelievers.

 Robert Jacks, a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, wrote a book which is a must read for anyone wishing to teach God’s Word called “Just say the Word”. In the book he offers practical tips to help the Bible teacher find a style of communication, which enables him to effectively communicate God’s Truths. He tells the story of a Pastor who spoke on the truths of Love, peace & grace with little or no response. Puzzled by the lack enthusiasm in the audience he inquired from the pulpit what the matter was, to which someone blurted out, “It’s not what you said, it was how it was said!” Man does that speak volumes to me. Sometimes, though people will still misunderstand you even when what you say was said correctly. 

II.) Vs. 17-26 Free in freedom

Background: 

As Paul arrives in Jerusalem his ministry is about to go through a major readjustment. Up to this time he has primarily been reaching un-reached gentiles, boldly taking the word of God into areas where it had never gone. Here though he goes back into a Jewish & Jewish Christian area which is going to lead to trial & imprisonment. In the next six chapters, approximately 200 verses Luke tells us of five trials & five separate defenses Paul makes all because of the events in this chapter. The question we all ought to ask is “Why does Luke spend so much time on this part of Paul’s life?” 

· Yes, Luke is a historian & based upon the use of the word “we” he was present during this time & no doubt gathered much of the information he needed to write both Acts as well as his gospel. 

· It is true as well that in Paul’s defenses (here before the Jewish crowd in the temple, then before the Jewish council, then before first Felix then Festus & finally before King Herod) he espouses many truths of Christ which we would not have had recorded if Luke did not spend so much time on this part of Paul’s life. 

· Yet I still see another reason for spending so much time on this part of his life, it is here that we see the truths of Christ displayed in a life that is under captivity. 


Let me explain: 

Last week we saw Paul follow the will of God even though he knew that the out come was chains & tribulations. But the question yet remains “What happens to a person’s faith in Jesus when life becomes a prison sentence?” Or perhaps to put it another way, “Will Paul’s freedom in & through Christ be that which imprisons him?” You see Luke will show us that Paul, like Jesus, is truly free. Jesus said, “I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” Wow, freedom on display seen in the life of Paul who shows that he is truly free because he is not enslaved to his freedom, he is enslaved only to Jesus. Jeremiah 23:10 says, “I know, O LORD, that a man's life is not his own; it is not for man to direct his steps.” 


So what’s my point? Well, no doubt like me, at times you have felt that where you are at in life is a prison sentence? You have felt confined, wanting to go a certain direction in your walk with Jesus but unable to get there. It frustrates you, I mean your following the Lord, doing everything you are suppose to & man you’re up against four walls, hemmed in you feel as though life is being choked out of you. It is here that you will find that it is your very freedom that is keeping you from being free. Jesus told us in John 8:36, “if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”  It is the Son that makes you free! Just prior to saying this Jesus told us that freedom is defined & experienced only in an abiding relationship with Him. Folk’s if your struggling in where you’re at in life it’s because you are seeing life defined in your situation instead of seeing life defined in your abiding relationship with Jesus!           

Vs. 17-20a So here’s the story, Several things drove Paul to Jerusalem:

a. Acts 19:21 The holy Spirit had laid it upon his heart.

b. As we are told else where, Paul was bringing an offering. Now Luke does not mention this here but in chapter 24:17 Paul before Felix says “after many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation.” So that this was one of the reasons for his desire to come to Jerusalem. 

c. The final reason Paul came, we are told in this chapter (verse 19), was to “tell them in detail the things God had done among the gentiles.”    

So in verse 17 we are told that “When they had come to Jerusalem the brethren received them gladly.” Most likely this is when Paul along with the representatives of the Churches where the offerings had been taken presented their Jewish brothers a love gift! Then on the following day Paul & his entourage goes into see James the ½ brother of Jesus & now the leader of the Church in Jerusalem. Notice the wording here, “he told in detail” that’s literally “told them every single thing”. Now Paul shared not what he had done but rather what God had done through him. What this shows us is that Paul wanted to make sure that the believers in Jerusalem knew that God was the One that ought to receive the praise for the work. It is clear that they did not misunderstand Paul’s words concerning the ministry to the gentiles as we are told in verse 20 that “when they heard it, they glorified the Lord.” 


So far so good, Paul has shared both financially & spiritual the blessings of God from Gentile believers & the response was “the brethren received gladly & they glorified the Lord.” If it stopped at this all would have been great.

Vs. 20b-24 James says, “thanks & praise God”. Then he says what all of us hate to hear BUT! Before James makes his request to Paul he wants to let him know the reasoning why. 

a. Many myriads of Jews have believed: The word “myriads” is literally tens of thousands. James say’s, “Well God has been doing some great things around here as well Paul lots of Jews have turned too their messiah Jesus as well.”   

b. They are zealous for the law: Literally the Greek says, “they are zealots for the law”. James says, “We have got them out of the law but we have not yet got the law out of them.” They no longer saw the law as the basis of their salvation but they were still observing its customs. 

c. They have been informed about you: The word “informed” here is a very revealing one as it is the word where we get our English word “catechism”. Webster defines this word as “A form of instruction by means of questions and answers”. These new Jewish Christians had been drilled lies about Paul & his ministry. 

Then James goes ahead & tells Paul what lies had been drilled into their heads concerning his ministry. The lie was threefold & even though it was couched in sever language the key to understanding the lie is found in the phrase, “that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles.” 

a. “To forsake Moses” CULTURE: Paul did not teach the Jews to forsake their ethnic culture. But He did teach the same as James that a person is not saved on the basis of their culture.
b. “Not to circumcise their children” CEREMONY: James & Paul did not teach that a person should not circumcise their child but rather that an outward ceremony did not change the heart, only faith in Jesus can do that.
c. “Nor to walk according to the customs” CUSTOMS: Neither of them taught that it was wrong to have certain customs that we observe but rather they taught that a persons faith is seen in walking in the righteousness of Christ not walking in the customs of our ancestors.
James & Paul agreed concerning how a person is saved. They agreed that Gentiles could be saved apart from first becoming Jews. They also agreed about the importance of keeping the moral law or living a holy life. The issue was over whether or not Jewish believers should or could continue to practice their customs. The rumor that was being spread was that Paul was against them practicing their culture. 

Look at how James putts it in verse 22 “What then?” “Paul what can we do to counter act this drilled in false opinions about your ministry?”  “You know Paul they are going to hear that you’re in Jerusalem.” “Take these four fellows & take them to the temple, pay for their expenses, & while your at it take the vow of purification that you are suppose to do when you come back from Gentile lands.” James wants Paul to do this so that he would still look like a good Jewish boy.     

Vs. 25-26 Now James wants to make sure that Paul does not misunderstand him concerning the Gentiles by saying “we have written & decided” already concerning them. It is interesting to me that James wanted to make sure that he was not misunderstood with the Gentile believers present but still wanted Paul to prove that the lies about him were not true. Now you see I’m blown away by Paul’s response here in verse 26 because you see I know what my flesh would have said to James. “James, you know what I’ll have no problem doing what you ask BUT you know I don’t think Luke believes what you’ve just said about not observing all those things so why not join them in having a ham sandwich!” But Paul shows how free he is by setting aside his freedom for the sake of others. Paul was willing to make a concession in the areas of practice for the sake of others conscience!         

III.) Vs. 27-40 Misunderstood mission

Vs. 27-29 So for several days Paul goes in & out of the temple showing the Jewish believers that he is still a good Jewish boy until just about the time when it was all up some of the Jews from Asia spot him. Now based upon the fact that they recognized Trophimus (well educated or well brought up) we know that they were from Ephesus. Here we are told they accused Paul of teaching all men everywhere against:

a. The people “Doesn’t like you!”
b. The law or the practice “Doesn’t like what you do!”
c. The place “Doesn’t like where you do it!”
And according to them Paul showed that he had done this because they maintained that “he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” Now Paul had not done that nor would he have & if he had why did they not kill Trophimus. You see there was a stone wall 4 ½  feet high & 2 ½ feet wide that separated the court of the Gentiles from the Holy Place. At regular intervals there was written this inscription which was upheld by the Romans “No Gentile shall enter within the partition & barrier surrounding the temple, & whoever is caught shall be responsible to himself, for his subsequent death.” They found one of these inscriptions on the temple  mount in 1935. It was no doubt this wall that Paul was speaking of in Ephesians 2:14 where he wrote that “He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation”.    

Vs. 30-40 What remains in this section is how the Lord protected him not through the Jewish believers in whom he had made his concession for their conscious but through the Romans. The fortress of Antonia is right on part of the temple wall & overlooks the temple area so when they shut the doors & started beating Paul some of the Roman guards spotted the disturbance & came with several hundred soldiers to rescue him. In Acts 23:26 we are told that the commander was Claudius Lysias. The mob was so bad that they had to pick Paul up & carry him to the stairs even with the presence of two hundred or better armed Roman soldiers. Not we are told that they thought that Paul was a Egyptian false prophet who three years earlier had gotten together several thousand followers & went over to the Mount of Olives saying that at his command the walls of Jerusalem was going to fall down & they could go in a defeat the Romans. The Romans got wind of it & killed most of them but the Egyptian had escaped & they thought that was Paul until he spoke Greek. 


This past Friday as I got my e-mail I received a rather lengthy message from a person who claimed to be a prophet in the last days telling me that Febuary 15th was to be the day that Jesus returned. Now, there are only two possibilities either Jesus came & we aren’t saved or this guys a false prophet. 

Well Paul convinces him that he is not the false prophet & motions to speak before this crowd that seeks to kill him. Were going to stop here but I want us to leave here this morning with the image of Paul & the shouts of those saying “away with him or kill him”. You see Paul had no problem laying aside his freedoms for truth but he would never lay aside the truth for freedom! May we so live today in the liberty of Christ as “freed men & women” & it’s only then that we show the world that we are truly free!        

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 18:22-28 The royal route to Rome (3rd trip)
22:1-29

“The truth of a testimonial”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-21 Before, during & after

III.) Vs. 22-29 Takes a beating & keeps ticking 

I.) Intro.

Last week we left Paul about ready to make his defense before the angry mob of Jews in the temple. Now we are told that the Jews from Asia accused Paul of sharing three specific things all of which was evidenced, in their minds eye, by what they falsely believed was his allowing Trophimus in the Temple. Here again based upon 22:28 are the three things they accused Paul of teaching against everywhere:

· The people “He doesn’t like you!”
· The law or the practice “He doesn’t like what you do!”
· The place “He doesn’t like where you do it!”
Now you will recall that it was Paul’s willingness to lay aside his freedoms for truth that had placed him in this situation to begin with. James had received the love offering gladly, glorified the Lord when he heard of all that God had done in saving the gentiles but had some suggestions for Paul based upon the Jews that had believed on Jesus’ “misinformation” concerning what he taught. Based upon 21:21 we are told by James that the Jewish believers thought that Paul was against:

·  CULTURE “To forsake Moses”: They believed that Paul was teaching Jews to forsake their ethnic culture. Instead Paul was teaching that a person is not saved on the basis of their culture.
· CEREMONY “Not to circumcise their children”: They thought that Paul taught that Jews should not circumcise their child. Instead he taught that an outward ceremony can not change the heart, only faith in Jesus can do that.
· CUSTOMS “Nor to walk according to the customs”: They thought that Paul taught that it was wrong to have certain customs passed down from their ancestors. Instead he taught that a persons faith is seen in walking in the righteousness of Christ not walking in the customs of our ancestors.
Paul has asked for & been granted an opportunity to give his defense against these charges. What is surprising to me is that Paul does so not on the basis of theological grounds but rather he defends himself & the truth based upon his personal testimony. 


I don’t know about you but I kind of like testimonials. I mean the cool thing about a testimonial is that all that it requires is that you have tried the product. You don’t have to understand the product to know how well it works. In fact sometimes when you read the back label of the product it can leave you a bit puzzled. Considered these real life products & labels:

· Sears portable hairdryer: “Do not use while sleeping.” Darn, that’s the time I normally dry my hair. 

· Swanson frozen dinners: “Serving suggestion, Defrost.” Really you think so?

· Nytol sleep aid: “Warning, may cause drowsiness.” And I was taking it to stay awake!

· Child’s superman costume: “Warning, wearing this garment does not enable you to fly.” Go ahead & bust my dream!

· Sainsbury’s peanuts: “Warning, contains nuts.” You mean besides the ones that wrote the warning! 

II.) Vs. 1-21 Before, during & after

Now like most good testimonials Paul starts with the before, during & after picture to show the Jews what knowing Jesus personally did in his life! 

Vs. 1-2 Now remember here that Paul is going to share with the very crowd that had just finished beating him & would of killed him had not the Roman’s stepped in. He starts his defense in an interesting way. Go back to chapter 7:2 & read Stephen’s defense before a hostile crowd that wanted to kill him & you will read the same words, “Men & brethren & fathers”. There that day over 20 years earlier according to 7:58 was a young man named Saul who is the same guy before us in this chapter. Can you imagine what must have been running through his mind? 


The word “defense” here is where we get our word apology. Today the word means to say you’re sorry for some wrongdoing on your part but that is not what the word originally meant. Christians use the word apologetics in the same way that Paul uses the word here “to give a defense for the things we believe.” Peter said it this way in 1 Peter 3:15, “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” What follows, as Paul’s defense of the things he believes, is not a theological teaching but rather his personal testimony. Think of this for a moment & it will minister to you. You see most people say, “Oh I can’t talk to people about Jesus I just don’t know the Bible all that well!” Hey, remember in John 9 when Jesus healed the blind man who was in that condition since birth? After Jesus touched him he was told to “wash in the pool of Siloam”. The folks that were from his neighborhood seeing that he was no longer blind sent him to the Pharisees who questioned him on who & how he was healed. They kept telling the (man formally know as the blind man) that Jesus was a sinner to which he replied in verse 25 “One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” The guy did not share the theological implications of healing, no he just give his testimony! Folks, nothing speaks louder of the truths of the Bible then it’s proofs seen in your changed life! Is that not great? All of us can testify as to the person & work of Jesus by simply sharing how knowing Him has impacted our lives! 

Next Paul makes sure that he speaks to them in their native tongue, which instantly silenced them. 

BEFORE

Vs. 3-5 Now remember what they had accused Paul of teaching everyone everywhere against in 21:27?      

· The people “He doesn’t like you!”
Paul shares the before part of his testimony: In their own language he shares: 

a. “I am a Jew”: They said they he taught everyone everywhere against “the people”, that is the Jews. Paul’s first answer is, “I am a Jew!” “Why would I speak against my own ethnicity?”   

b. “Born in Tarsus”: Now we can’t be sure here but it’s a safe bet that the reason he brings up his birth place is because of the Hellenists or Greek influenced Jews. You will recall that this is the same group that Paul had been from that killed Stephen. In other words he says, “I’m one of you!” 

c. “Brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law”: At some point Paul was sent to Jerusalem to study under the famed Gamaliel who had only died a few years earlier. Every Rabbi was sort of classified by how his students called him. They would say “Rab” or teacher. Or if they held him in a little higher regard they would say, “Rabbi” or my teacher. Now if they really held him high regard they would call him, “Rabban” or our teacher. Gamaliel is one of seven in all of Judaism that every received that title. His nickname was “The beauty of the Law”, this guy was an expert on the law & he was Paul’s teacher. So Paul is telling them, “Man I had the best teaching concerning the law that any Jew could ever have.” 

d. “Was zealous toward God as you all are today”: Now that’s an interesting statement made by the man whom they had just beaten. Paul is sharing that like them he too considered his study of the law more then an intellectual exercise. His convictions concerning the Law led him to do just what they had done persecute those whom he believed was against the truth. “Man, I used to do just what you did to me to others!” 

Vs. 4-5 The word “I” here in verse 4 is more emphatic it is literally “I who!” Now Paul shows that prior to meeting Jesus He exceeded their zeal for the law by putting to death those that followed Jesus. He bound both men & women for trial so that they would be executed for following Jesus, in chapter 26:10 Paul says that he cast his vote against them so that they were put to death. This must have sounded incredible as they looked at this beaten & bloodied man before them. So he adds, “You can go ask the High Priest, elders & the council as they gave me letters to pursue the Christians all the way to Damascus to bring them to trial.” Paul had been a member of the Sanhedrin; he had been a part of all this. You get Paul’s point? They accused him of speaking against the Jews & he shares that he once pursued the Jewish Christians to death & the Jewish leadership knows it. One week earlier he had been in the house of Philip who was one that he had pursued. You see where he is leading them as they stared at him listening to this story? “What happened to you to change you from being the hunter to the hunted?”   


When you & I share our testimony we need to do it in such away that leads people write to where Paul had brought these folks, wanting to know what had caused the change. Yes, share about what you once did & what a sinner you were, tell them how you were opposed to Christianity if you were. So that they will be thinking, “What happened to you to make you change from being like us to who you are now?” 

DURING

Vs. 6-16 What else did they accuse Paul of speaking against? 

The law or the practice “He doesn’t like what you do!”
You see how this fits? Paul is going to share with them what or in this case Who changed him in how he practiced the law. Now if you’re looking at this section, as I am, as a guide on how to share your testimony look at the amount of time Paul spends in sharing Who & how he was changed compared to what he once was! In three verses he shares his BEFORE now when it comes to the DURING he shares in 11 verses what God had done. I think that is always a good ratio! Notice Paul’s points in his conversion:

a. Vs. 6 “It happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus”: First Paul makes it very clear that it was God who initiated this not him. Paul was still on his mission to persecute Jewish Christians. He was not looking to change nor was anyone forcing him to do so quite the opposite. In other words Paul was still practicing his brand of the law when this took place.  

b. Vs. 6b-8: Summing this up Paul says that what changed him was an encounter with the Living God in the person of Jesus Christ. Paul came to realize from encountering Jesus that even though he was “sincere” in his faith & practice of the law he was going against the very One who is the Word of God! I think you always have to question what a person believes if what they believe precludes them from ever being wrong! Paul had been living according to what he believed was true & while in the practice of that God showed that he was wrong. Can you imagine the shock & horror that must of came upon Paul as he heard the words of Jesus? He was exercising the law to rid the world of Jewish followers of Jesus. Notice the detail here, “about noon”. In other words in was the brightest time of the day when God’s glory shown around him & he fell to the ground. “Saul, Saul, WHY!” That is what Jesus wants all folks apart from him to look at, WHY! “Dale, why are you going against me?” You see folk’s come up with all sorts of reasons don’t they? “Well, you just can’t trust Christian’s their all hypocrites!” What’s your reason for not obeying Christ? 

Vs. 9 Now Paul anticipates their question, “What about those that were with you?” In Acts 9:7 We are told that those with him, “heard a voice but saw no one.” And here we are told that they saw the light but they did not hear the voice. Ah ha, I knew it the Bible is full of contradictions! No, you see the Greek word for “heard” in 9:7 is where we get our word phone & it means to hear a noise. Where as the word here in this passage “hear” means to hear & understand. So the bottom line is that those with Paul heard a sound but not the Word of Life as Paul did. They saw light but they did not see the Light of the World, which Paul did.  

Vs. 10 Look at Paul’s response, “What shall I do Lord?” Do you see that? The Lord asked “Why?” & Paul’s repose was “What shall I do?” You will always see when someone has truly been saved by Jesus as they will always say, “What shall I do!” Paul is sharing how he went from Jesus’ adversary to become His ambassador. 

Now remember what they accused Paul of preaching against? THE LAW! Well what is the first & most important part of the Law? 22 times in the O.T. they are told to obey the voice of the Lord. In Matt. Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment of the Law & He answered, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” So Paul says, “Hey, I am not against the law in fact I’m here before you because I followed it for the first time 20 years ago!”

c. Vs. 10b-16  Paul now share some more of the “during” part of his testimony. Paul asked “what shall I do?” And the Lord responded by give him one small step at a time. Again obedience to the law is one step even though you don’t know every little then. So Paul is showing that he was following the law by obeying the Lord. He went to the house of a devote Jewish man named Ananias who God enabled to give Paul back his sight. As Paul shares the words of Ananias to him we see a fourfold purpose to why the Lord chooses us to follow Him:

1. Vs. 14 “should know His will”: Is that not great God has chosen you so that you might personally understand what his pleasurable purpose is for you. Paul would later write in Ephesians 2:10 that, “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” That you would understand that you are his work of art for good work!  

2. Vs. 14 “see the Just One”: That word “see” means to perceive. The Lord has specifically chose you & I that we might see Jesus! In Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians He prays that; “Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height; to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” That you would grown in the grace & knowledge of Jesus!

3. Vs. 14 “hear the voice of His mouth”: God has chosen you to hear the voice of His mouth. And what is the voice of His mouth, well it’s the Word of God. Paul said as much to the Romans when he said, “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” God wants you to know his voice as Jesus said in John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” That you would continue to follow Him wherever He leads you!
4. Vs. 15 “you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard”:   
 Finally in Ananias’ words Paul says that the purpose of the above is to do just what he was right at that moment doing to them sharing to all men what he had seen & heard. 

Vs. 16 So in light of the above what else could Paul have done by obey the law as revealed in the person of Jesus. So Paul was baptized because his sins had been forgiven. 

AFTER

Vs. 17-21 Here then is the last thing they had accused Paul of being against.

The place “He doesn’t like where you do it!” 

Vs. 17-21 Paul leaves out the three years he was in Arabia & picks up his testimony when he arrived in Jerusalem for the first time since his conversion. Paul is saying, “Hey I’m not against this place it was here that Jesus gave me my mission.” It was again obedience to the Lord that caused Paul to leave Jerusalem & the temple. Paul had reasoned with in himself & then argued with the Lord that he was the perfect one to testify concerning Jesus. “I love this place but Jesus says that I’m not going to affective for Him here!” How ironic this whole scene is when you stop to think about it. They accused of being against the temple but it was his desire to be in the temple that had gotten him beat up! You see Paul thought that his testimony seen in his radical transformation would convince the unbelieving Jews to trust in Jesus, but it didn’t. So Jesus sent him to the Gentiles!    

III.) Vs. 22-29 Takes a beating & keeps ticking

Vs. 22-29 Now there is not much need to speak on this part of the text as it is pretty self-explanatory. The Jews could not handle the thought that Gentiles could be saved apart from first becoming Jews as it offended their pride. You see that is exactly what offends people today when you speak about Jesus death on the cross. If you died for all then WHY! Well there can be only one answer ALL are sinners apart from God! 


The commander orders Paul to be scourged in order to find out his crime, & Paul says that he is a Roman citizen. So Paul is spared the flogging. What the Jews did not understand was that the fact that Paul was there testifying of the work of Christ proved what he was saying. Folk’s share your story with people! Oh they may not receive it all to well at times but the fact that you have a testimony proves the power of God that you proclaim!      
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III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”
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“Failing Successfully”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 30-5 Paul the prisoner

III.) Vs. 6-11 The best out of a bad situation

I.) Intro.

As I sat down on Monday & started reading this section it was not hard to imagine what Paul was feeling. You see for all his Christian life he had dreamed of the opportunity to share the truth concerning Jesus to his fellow countrymen. If you will this was Paul’s dream season. Seventeen years earlier we are told that while Paul was in the Temple praying he was told by Jesus to leave the city because they would not listen to what he said about Him. Paul argued with the Lord, (have you ever done that?) “Man Jesus you just don’t get it do you I’m the man you need I’m perfect for the job!” “No, I’m sending you to an entirely different people & place, Jesus said.” Paul never lost his desire to share the truth concerning Jesus to the Jews & here it was finally 17 long years later “his ship has come in!” 


Now the reason why I can understand what Paul is feeling is that I have felt the same. Have you ever wanted something so bad? I mean you start thinking that this is the very reason why you were created? I have! Have you tried to pursue that quest dedicating your life to its pursuit only to time & again see it slip through your fingers? I have! Perhaps like me you watched ice skater Christy Yamaguchi in the recent winter games. She was poised 4 years ago to win the gold medal only to fall short & win the silver. So instead of turning pro (like Tara Lapinski) she dedicated herself for another four years to win the gold. She was first after the short program only to fall in the long portion of the competition & finished with the bronze. Pastor’s are not immune to failure either consider this letter that appeared in “Christianity Today”. “Every program I've started has failed.  Our "Evangelism Explosion" didn't explode: it gave an embarrassed "pop" and rolled over and died. I attended a "Church Growth Seminar", and while I was gone, six families left the church. I tried "Dial-a-Prayer" & I got a wrong number. I have been told that failure could be the back door to success, but the door seems to be locked and I can't find a key.  Any suggestions?” Ouch!  Man I can relate to that! After 43 years of life & 15 years of ministry I have finally found what I’m really good at, FAILURE! I’ve watched my ship get close to shore many times only to see it sink on the reef of disappointment! I’ve been angry with God for missing many great opportunities, blamed everyone eventually even myself for the sinking & never realized that the sinking of “my ship” was exactly what was suppose to happen! You see God knows what is best for me so much better then I do. I have often made the mistake of judging God’s overall plan for my life by the portion of it that happened today. Hey, brothers & sisters God has all eternity in which to fulfill His plans for our lives. So lets stop thinking in terms of today’s sinking & start thinking it terms of our future port where we all know is where we are going to spend eternity!     

II.) Vs. 30-5 Paul the prisoner

Vs. 30 Paul was under military arrest, which meant that he was chained to a Roman soldier having already been saved by Claudius Lysias (Lis-e-us) twice. From the Roman commanders perspective this was a very frustrating situation. Two riots had broken out & still he had not been able to ascertain why. This would not have been a problem under Roman law because you could examine the prisoner under torture to find out his crimes, that is you could do this to all accept Roman citizens to which Paul informed him he was. So now old Claud had a problem, two riots no reason for them & limited ways in which to find out the truth. Seeing that he was not familiar with their religion or language he decided to call in the Sanhedrin which was the Jewish ruling religious Supreme Court. The word Sanhedrin literally means to “sit together” & was made up of 71 men including the high priest. 


Now the context of this passage is that Claudius Lysias (Lis-e-us) called the Jewish Supreme Court to where he was at the fortress of Antonia right by the temple. In other words the court of 71 convened on Roman ground & not Jewish as they had done with Jesus. So? Well I say this to give you a perspective from Paul’s view. Paul had always wanted to share why his trust in Jesus was founded upon truth to his fellow countrymen; so far in Jerusalem every attempt to do so had failed. In chapter 21:40 Paul finally got his opportunity to share his testimony of how Jesus had changed his life & he had them hanging on his every word until the word was “Gentiles”. So he spends the night chained to a Roman guard no doubt wondering why all this was happening. 

Here’s the question I have, “Where’s the Church?” 

· I mean since he was under military arrest he could have visitors who could come to meet with him. But Luke does not record any visitors. Where’s James, who’s idea it had been to take & pay for a vow in the temple to begin with? He does not show up to encourage him in his hour of need. 

· You know what else you don’t see recorded for us by Luke? You don’t read as we did in Acts 12:5 in the case of Peter’s imprisonment that “prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” In fact the Church makes no recorded attempt to meet with Paul for the next two years while he is imprisoned in Caesarea. 

Ok saints follow me on this one, you’re doing what you feel you are created to do & have waited 17 years to do so & it did not turn out as you thought it would. It’s late & no friends come to encourage so you start thinking. “Man I don’t get it Lord, I was so certain that all this vow stuff was the way in which you were going to open the door for me to share about You to my countrymen.” “I don’t mind taking a beating for the opportunity to share about you but it did not turn out right, so now what?” The body of Christ is not there to help give Paul perspective on the events that had just happened hours earlier, he is all alone trying to sift through the reasons for what had happened. 

The next morning you’re still trying to figure it out when the guard you are chained too is removed from you. You’re brought in before the religious leaders of the nation, many of whom you know personally as 20 years ago you were a part of them. So what’s running through your mind as you sit in the midst of them?  Here’s what I’d be thinking, “Lord now I understand why all this has happened to me, you didn’t want me to share the truth’s about you to the common people you wanted me to talk to the people that I used to be a part of, the religious leaders.” “It all makes since now, you really are in control, my ship has come in just like I dreamed it would!” 

Vs. 1 You see Paul is before the religious Supreme Court of the Jews but not on their home turf but rather on his! Ok pastor aren’t you stretching this a little bit? I don’t think so because look at the way in which Paul address the highest religious organization of the day, “Men & brethren”. That’s not the way you would address the highest religious court in the land! In fact we know that when a person came before this court the customary way of addressing them was the way in which Peter did in Acts 4:8 “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel”. You don’t come in before them & say, “Hey, fellas!” To address them this way shows tremendous confidence something that is further born out by what Paul says next, “I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” The word “lived” is where we get our words “polite & politics” from. When you combine the thoughts behind polite & politics you come up with the true meaning of the word “lived” in the Greek (as well as an oxymoron in our country, “polite politics”?) The word means “good citizen”. Paul declares before the religious leaders of the nation that he had been a good Jewish citizen. His conscience was clear before God, he says. 

Paul loved the word “conscience” using it some 23 times. In Greek the word means, “joint knowledge” & implies that the person has weighed their thoughts & actions to see if they are right or wrong. Now Paul is not saying as “Jimmine Cricket” declared to Pinocchio, “Let your conscience be your guide!” You see Paul was saying that his standard was not his conscience but rather what God thought. Your conscience does not make the standard it only applies your standards. In Paul’s case his standard was God’s Word. Let me put it to you another way, “The brightness in a room is not solely dependent upon a clean window but rather upon direct sun light through a clean window!”  

Vs. 2 The reaction of the High Priest is a bit puzzling apart from understanding how casual Paul was in addressing this prestigious council. Perhaps Ananias the High Priest understood Paul to say that Paul was claiming he was still a good citizen of the Jews while being a Christian? At any rate the reaction Paul got was quite different then he must have been expecting. The word “strike” here is no mere slap across the mouth as it is rendered else where to beat, simply put Ananias had someone punch Paul in the mouth. 


Ananias was quite the scoundrel & was perhaps the most corrupt High Priest in Israel's history. According to Josephus, the Jewish historian who wrote for the Romans, Ananias had gained the position of High Priest through purchasing presents for those in power. He obtained the funds to do this by running with a bad crowd who did his biding & they started a racket by steeling the tithes of the threshing-floors that belonged to the priests of the temple. If the people would not give him the tithes he had them beaten. It got so bad that some of the priests that were old & dependent upon the tithes died of starvation. He was not much liked by the Jews because of his pro-Roman stand & in fact it was the Jews that killed him while he was hiding in Herod’s aqueduct during the revolt that broke out in A.D. 66. 

Vs. 3 Look at Paul’s reaction to his being punched in the mouth, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall!” Remember that it was Pentecost & they are in Jerusalem, there are graves carved out of stone every where. When they got old you could not tell a tomb from a hill so they would whitewash them so that they would not touch them & become ceremonially unclean. So you see what Paul is calling him? He is calling him a “hypocritical bag of bones”. 

Paul then goes on to say why he reacted with such anger, “For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the law?” Here Paul was before the religious Supreme Court of whom the High Priest was the administrator being judged by them as being contrary to the law & they have him punched in the mouth which according to Deut. 25:1-2 is contrary to the law. Only after a man was found guilty could he be beaten. What made Paul so mad? Well it was not being hit in the mouth rather it was the hypocrisy of being judged by the law by those who broke the law. Paul was more prophetic then he realized for God did indeed strike Ananias years later. 

Vs. 4-5  Now these two verses answer the question as to it is ok to get angry & lash out on those who do wrong towards us. Paul does not apologize to the High Priest but he does apologize for speaking badly against the office he held. Paul says that he “did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest.” How is that possible? Well several factors probably played into that:

1. Paul had been away many years & did not know who the high priest was. 

2. The high priest was brought to the Romans & most likely did not have time to dress in his formal robes. 

3. Paul had bad eyesight on top of the above reasons.

What I see in this that even though the above facts are true Paul still apologized for the wrong done to the office. Hey Christians there is far to little of taking responsibility for ones errors in the body of Christ. Someone has well said that the two most difficult phrases in the English language to pronounce are:

· I’M SORRY

· I WAS WRONG 
III.) Vs. 6-11 The best out of a bad situation
Vs. 6-9 Let’s recap for a moment:

· Paul’s bummed at not being successful at sharing the truth to his countrymen.

· He’s jazzed at the opportunity to speak before his cronies.

· He’s punched in the mouth & becomes angry at the injustice of their action.

· He repents for disrespecting the office of the high priest.

This opportunity which he has dreamed about for 17 years is not going well at all, is it. So he switches gears & decides to try the theological tactic with the hopes of getting a good discussion about the resurrection going. You see the Sadducees & Pharisees made up the two parties of the Sanhedrin. The Sadducees did not believe in anything supernatural, they were the religious liberals of the court. The Pharisees, (of whom Paul & his father once belonged to) were the fundamentalists of the day. These two groups were bitter enemies of each other unless they both found someone they hated more then each other. Now though Paul was right in that what was behind their arrest of him was the resurrection this tactic obviously did not work. You see Paul gained an ally in the Pharisees but further alienated the Sadducees of whom the high priest belonged. I can’t help but think of Paul seeing this debate explode around him & the look of disappear realizing that his opportunity to share Jesus had been lost. Instead of looking at the truth concerning Jesus who both groups so disparately needed, Paul became the rope in a real life tug of war between two groups that hated each other. 

Vs. 10 Oh the embarrassment of it all! Claudius Lysias (Lis-e-us) has to come down for yet a third time to save Paul from certain death. What a great witness of why we need to trust in the truth of Jesus! The soldiers come down by force to bring Paul again to the safety of the barracks. 

Vs. 11 Notice that Luke says that the “following night” the Lord stood by him”, man I bet that was one of the darkest nights of Paul’s Christian life. In fact in 2 Tim. 4:16 Paul shares perhaps this night’s experience with a young pastor named Timothy, “At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them.” Can you hear the loneliness & despair in his words? Going through his mind was his failure, which is further brought out by the words of Jesus to him, “Be of good cheer, Paul.” Jesus would not of said that to him if Paul was singing in prison as he had done in Phillipi. I have been in places like this surrounded & alone in my failure wondering if I can do anything right. Searching my heart & seeing pride & a hard heart. The weight of that moment is far worse then being struck in the face or even realizing that you missed a great opportunity. With that as a backdrop permit me to bring some encouragement in the words of Jesus to Paul:

a. “The following night”: May I suggest to you that the light is always the brightest in darkness. It is in times when everything that you have ever hoped of & dreamed of is vanishing, your “ship is sinking” that you realize that you have placed value & worth on things that parish. In the song the “Heart of worship” there is a line that goes, “When all is striped away all I have is You!” You know what we don’t realize that until, “All is stripped away!” As Paul was sitting in the barracks he saw the sinking of “his ship” & perhaps he realized that this was not the ship he should have been aboard.

b. “The Lord stood by him and said, "Be of good cheer, Paul”: The Lord knew right where to find him & what he need. Even when Paul was faithless Jesus was faithful! Paul was not alone as he would later say to Timothy, “the Lord stood with me and strengthened me”. You see Paul was in the midst of two jails, the barracks & the bars of a despairing heart & Jesus did not deliver him out of them but rather broke in to meet him! Think of that a moment won’t you? You can find comfort when life is not fair & people are weird but what is there to comfort you when the reason for your situation is you? What can possible break you out of the bars of depression when it’s your own fault that your there? Here is the answer, JESUS! Now dear saints get this please, even when you are where you are because of your own self doing Jesus still stands with you & His cross still cleans you up! If that does not bring a smile to your face then you need a facelift! On my wall is this phrase that I look at daily, “God does not create joy by new surroundings; He creates new surroundings by JOY!”  

c. “For as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome."” Did you see that? Jesus, rewards our obedience & not the outcome! The ship that sunk was the ship of results which was Paul’s own making. Jesus would have us sail on the ship of obedience! Look at what Paul would later say of this in 2 Tim 4:17-18 that this all happened “that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!” Do you see what Paul is telling Timothy? He is saying that just because it didn’t work out the way you thought it should does not mean that it’s not going to work out the way in which He wants it to. The game is not over, dear saints. Paul had dreamed of going to Rome to preach the gospel & Jesus says, “That where your going!” 

Recently at a Stephen Curtis Chapman concert a man by the name of Steve Saint came on stage to introduce a special friend. Now perhaps your not familiar with the name but you are probably familiar with the name Jim Elliot. You see Steve’s dad was part of the missionary team that was killed by Indians. Steve was five years old when it happened & it left he confused & in despair. At ten years of age his Aunt asked him to come & live among the very Indians that had been responsible for taking his fathers life. As Steve Saint told this story he paused & said, “I’d like you introduce to you a very special man in fact he is my adopted Grandfather & one of the leaders of the Church among the Indians that is simply know as “The God followers”. As the elderly Waodani Indian came on stage to challenge the crowd to reach out to the community God has placed you in with the transforming power of God’s love. He spoke through an interpreter & said, “You see my life was changed by this same love for I am the very man who killed Steve’s dad!” As Steve embraced him he concluded with these words, “Only the first chapter has been written of your life, God is still writing the rest of your story!” 


Brother & sisters, “Be of good cheer!” As Paul said in Philippians 1:6 “be confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”     

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 18:22-28 The royal route to Rome (3rd trip)
23:12-35

“The royal road”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 12-15 Risky road blocks

III.) Vs. 16-22 Relatively safe

IV.) Vs. 23-35 Moving day

I.) Intro.

Having examined Jesus’ words to a discouraged Paul we begin to see the fulfillment of what Jesus said in verses 11 “You must also bear witness at Rome.” As I said last week Paul, (like us) needed to not “make the mistake of judging God’s overall plan for his life by the portion of it that happened today” Corrie Ten Boom was found of saying, “If God sends us on stony paths, he provides strong shoes!” 

I must tell you that I’m a history junky I love looking into the lives of people to see how they lived. The most fascinating part of their lives to me is not the destination but rather the journey. I’m always amazed at how God works in our lives through the most unlikely of situations, most of us would prefer God to work things out along the lines of our agendas. Surprise & change are not our favorite words. Luke is going to show us how God was moving Paul from Jerusalem to Rome & we shall see the value in this journey echoed in the words of Augustine, “Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to the love of God, and the future to the care of God!” One of my phrases I’ve been telling myself lately is sort of the same; “It’s not where your going it’s Who you’re going with!” May we see in this section of scripture reasons for rejoicing on our journey.

II.) Vs. 12-15 Risky road blocks

Vs. 12-15 Here then is the scene before us, Paul was being met by the Lord & encouraged by His words at night. Luke tells us the next morning that some of the Jews “banded together” & took an oath to destroy Paul. The words are the same words used by the city clerk in Acts 19:40 where he described the crowd that had shouted for two hours “great is Diana of the Ephesians” as a “disorderly gathering”. The words literally mean to “bind together like the twisting of cords.” In Acts 19:40 what was bound together was “disorderly & gathering” here what is bound together is “secrecy with conspiracy”. 

Further  more we are told here that more then forty of these guys formed this conspiracy taking an oath to not eat or drink till they killed Paul. These 40 guys had great zeal but it was not according to knowledge as Paul says to the Romans. Folk’s zeal & devotion prove nothing about what a person believes other then that they are committed & in this case they needed to be committed!
Finally we are told that they had a well-executed plan & that those in high places were in on it! They thought nothing in their zeal of killing Paul, lying to the Roman commander & involving others in their plot to do evil. Think of this for a moment:

· Forty guys committed to your destruction

· A well thought plan

· People in high places in on it

So what did Paul have to defend against this? THE WORD OF THE LORD THAT HE WAS STANDING BY HIM! Have you ever felt like that? That the whole world is against you? I mean it seems that everybody & everything has committed it’s self to your destruction & failure. Not to mention as we saw last week Paul was in a very vulnerable spot seeing that what he had dreamed of for 17 years just crashed & burned around him.        


Man I love this story as it is no sooner that Paul hears the encouraging words of the Lord that his trust in Jesus to fulfill His promise to Paul is put to the test. Paul is helpless, nothing he can do to save himself from certain death, and in fact Paul doesn’t even know that all this is happening.

 Folks stop & think of this a moment, 40 people have committed themselves secretly to your destruction. They are so committed that they have sworn an oath to God not to eat or drink until they kill you. This was a suicide mission on their part & they don’t care! They have a well thought out plan they have people in high places that will help them accomplish their goal. I bet the odds were 2 to 1 that Paul was a dead man. Paul has already watched his ship sink, what’s the difference here? IT’S NOT PAULS’ SHIP IT’S THE LORD’S.   

III.) Vs. 16-22 Relatively safe

Vs. 16 Here is where the story changes as the Lord is directing the affairs of Paul’s life. “Paul’s sister’s son?” Now I can’t be sure about you but this piece of information is just way too vague for my liking. Prior to this all we knew about Paul’s family was that his dad was a Pharisee from Tarsus (verses 6). Suddenly Luke tells us that Paul’s nephew foils the plot against him by overhearing their conversation. Don’t you just love coincidences? God had placed this young man right where he wanted him & he uses him to tell Paul of the plan to kill him. At this moment you could say that Paul was “relatively safe”! 

Now one needs to ask, “Where was God when Paul was first beaten, falsely accused, arrested, imprisoned & plotted against?” Why does it always seem as if God waits to the very end? It appears to me, from personal experience, that He would have us give up on trying to figure things out & be left with nothing but Himself! In other words as long as there is still some things that I think I can control He will not move on my behalf. It is during that time of prayer when we say, “Lord I just don’t care to have control of my life any longer all I want is You!” that the Lord is free to move us the way He would have us. All this reminds me of my jewelry days when I learned how to work with platinum. You see when you work with platinum the only way that you can form it is to heat it up right up to point of melting then take it over to an anvil & beat it over & over. You do this several times until the metal becomes soft & pliable. God allows situations & circumstances to heat us up & beat us up us tell our hearts become soft & pliable in the Masters hand so that He can form us into what He wants! When all this took place where was Paul? Well he had spent the night with the Lord in a prison cell. Paul had quit & the Lord told him that he was not through with him yet & to prove this in walks Paul’s nephew with what he had just over heard. Would that not of been an encouraging sign to you?  

Vs. 17-22 Folks there is a balance between trusting in the Lord & acting on that trust. It seems to me that I often error because I try to do things on my own apart from God. When I do that I never seem to get to far, but to trust in the Lord & do nothing is not good either. What I mean is what would of happened if Paul had heard what his nephew had said & then would of responded, “He great kid thanks for the info but God is going to deliver me, now go & run home, tell sis I said hello!”  Well Paul would have been dead! My point is that God provided an open door by placing Paul’s nephew at the right place at the right time but Paul had to “act on that”. Recently a good friend of mine told me this, “God already has an open door, you just need to find it & go through it!” Now I’ve been down a lot of hallways with lots of doors & the doors are even ajar a bit but I can’t seem to fit all the way through so its back to trusting in Him to guide me to the door He wants! 


Look at all the details of Paul’s deliverance just in getting the information to the right person that has to take place. Paul’s nephew has to be willing to go, the guard has to be willing to take the nephew, Claudius has to be willing to listen then believe what Paul’s nephew is sharing with him enough to act. As committed & cunning as the 40 conspirators were they were no match for God who was on the side of Paul. Isa. 54:17 says, “No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn.” Paul had only to remember his own testimony that he had shared a few days earlier to see how the Lord can change hearts. Jesus told Peter the same thing in Matt. 16:18 right after Peter’s statement about Jesus where he said; “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus responded with, “on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” What Jesus has planed for us, His Church, can not be thwarted either by others or us! 

IV.) Vs. 23-35 Moving day

Vs. 23-24 Wow don’t you just love it when God is your travel agent? Claudius Lysias would have been a commander of 1000 men & he sends 470 them with Paul. He provides Paul a horse to ride on so they can leave quickly at 9pm. God has got Paul; on the red-eye out of town escorted by 470 armed men to protect him at all costs. Further more God books him not in a prison cell at Caesarea but rather a the “Palace suites” (verse 35). 

Vs. 25-30 Lets take a look at this letter written by Claudius to Felix the governor but before we do a brief background on Felix might be helpful. 

Felix had ruled the province of Judea for about seven years & had succeeded Pontius Pilate; he had gotten his appointment as governor through his brother’s relationship with the Emperor Claudius & his mother Antonia, who was a boyhood friend of his. Felix & his brother Pallas had both been slaves & were given their freedom upon Claudius becoming emperor. As a freed slave he apparently wanted to move up the social latter as he married three times each one a princess. First he married the Granddaughter of Antony & Cleopatra & finally he married his third wife Drusilla who was Jewish & the daughter of Herod Agrippa I & sister of Herod Agrippa II. Felix was attracted to her beauty & she was unhappy in her marriage to a King so she sought out a psychic (probably with a Jamaican accent) who told her to leave her husband for Felix. The Roman historian Tacitus calls Felix “vulgar & a ruffian who exercised the power of a king in the spirit of a slave.” 

Now the letter written to Felix has some interesting points:

a. First notice how many times the first person pronouns (I & me) are used, six times in this brief note Claudius uses them. So what does this tell you? Well it suggests that Claudius was mainly interested in looking good. 

b. Second notice what Claudius leaves out, anything to do with how he had mistreated Paul. Remember he thought that Paul was an Egyptian, then he arrested Paul with out charging him. Further more he was going to beat him to find out what Paul had done. So what does that tell you? 

So what’s my point? Claudius main motivation in doing what he did in sending Paul on the red-eye was twofold: 

· To make sure he looked good

· To make sure he did not look bad        

The only redeeming part of this letter as far as Paul was concerned is that according to verse 29 Claudius found him innocent of all Roman charges. 

Here is my point God is using a self-centered non-Christian who is only concerned about himself to further the Lord’s plans for Paul. Still don’t see it?

· God thwarted the work of man, well planed & fully committed as it was.

· God furthered His plan through totally fallen man’s motivation. 

Folk’s if “God be for us”, as Paul said in Romans 8:31 “then who can be against us?” As the Lord spoke to the prophet Isaiah in 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,”  Is that not a great comfort to you? This was no doubt Paul’s realization as he mounted the red-eye horse & headed to Caesarea. 

Vs. 31-33 The first thing that comes to my mind is what happened to those forty committed fellows who were not going to eat or drink until they killed Paul? Did they end up dying? The Rabbis allowed four reasons for vows to be broken:

1. Vows of incitement

2. Vows of exaggeration

3. Vows made in error

4. Vows that could not be fulfilled by reason of constraint

So it would seem that those forty guys were eating drink soon after Paul was in Caesarea.

The 470 men plus Paul traveled as far as Antipatris 35 miles away which was a Roman military post used as a rest stop for travelers between Jerusalem & Caesarea, in also marked the border of Judea & the gentile area of Samaria. On the next day the all but the 70 horsemen returned to Jerusalem as they realized that they were far enough away from the 40 committed assassins. They then traveled the 30 miles to Caesarea & Paul & the letter were presented to him.

Vs. 34-35 Felix made sure that he was the right person to hear Paul’s case & assigned him a room in the Herod’s place. Now we can’t be sure but it was only a few weeks since Agabus had made his prediction that Paul would be bound & turned over to the gentiles & I can’t help but wonder if Philip & the Church there came & visited Paul while he was in Caesarea. What is interesting is when you visit this sight it is perhaps one of the most scenic on the Mediterranean. In fact Herod’s palace was right on the beach so for two years God had Paul in protective custody for a little R & R. Clearly we can see the Lord moving in Paul’s life through ordinary means of what the world calls LUCK & the bible calls LOVE. 

You see there may be times when you feel forsaken in your situations & circumstances. You may even feel forsaken by your friends or even the Church, but you can rest assured as God’s Word says “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” As well as Jesus word’s in John 16:33 “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” As Paul would say no doubt from personal experience to the Romans “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  No wonder Paul could write to the Corinthians. “We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.”
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“The people’s court”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-9 Three charges against Paul

III.) Vs. 10-21 Paul’s defense

IV.) Vs. 22-27 A convenient verdict?

I.) Intro.

Two weeks ago we left off with Paul being moved 65 miles to Caesarea where Felix the Roman Governor lived. Paul is heading into the first of three trials, two of which will be hear in Caesarea & the last one before the emperor in Rome. This chapter combines two of my interests, “history & law”. You see I’m into court cases & things. In fact I regularly watch “Law & Order” repeats on T.V. The investigation, the unraveling of the case & the actual trial as the “Truth” comes to light are interesting to me. Now most of you are aware that all trials of the same basic ingredients:

· The litigants: In this case before us they would be the state “religious leaders” against the defendant Paul.

· A judge: That would be Felix, whom we already noted according to history was a “vulgar & a ruffian who exercised the power of a king in the spirit of a slave.” 

So that is what we have before us today a trial of Paul & his defense, then finally the outcome. Behind the scenes though we shall see that it is not Paul that is on trial but rather all the others present.  

II.) Vs. 1-9 Three charges against Paul

Vs. 1 To set the courtroom drama up Luke gives you some background into who in the “state” was pressing the charges: 

· Ananias, the High Priest was the most corrupt High Priest in Israel's history. Now what is interesting to me is that he is 80 years old & has traveled some 65 miles to try this case. 

· “Ter-tell-us” a high priced lawyer, who in five days they have on retainer who along with some of the religious supreme court travel 65 to make sure that Paul is found guilty. Tertullus is believed by some to be a Greek speaking Jew who was specially licensed to practice law before the Romans. I have it on good authority that his name in Latin is translated Johnny Cockren in English. Actually it means “Little third” probably named for the “little third” that he gave to his clients while keeping two thirds! 


So here is the picture, you have the most corrupt high priest in Israel’s history who hires the slickest lawyer in the land to try the case all within five days before a Judge that can be bought because he to is corrupt.  And on the defense? Uh, well you have the accused without a lawyer. If ever there was a slam-dunk case this was it. 

Vs. 2-4 So old “two thirds” starts his case with a little flattery of the Judge. Ok, a lot of flattery, it was Felix who hired murders to kill the High Priest Jonathan. So as “Ter-tell-us” starts saying how great Felix was the room was probably choking on the lies being told & I wonder if Felix raised his eyebrows a bit as “Ter-tell-us” cuts his flattery short to start the trial. 

Vs. 5-6 Here then are the three charges they are accusing Paul on:

a. Vs. 5a PEOPLES PLAGUE “For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world.” This is really a personal charge but the most serious as it dealt with insurrection & the only charge that was directly against Rome. This you will recall is the same charge that led to Jesus’ crucifixion. Now from our perspective I suppose you could say as one commentator did; “That wherever Paul went, there was either a riot or a revival!”  

b. Vs.5b RELIGIOUS RADICAL “a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.” This is a political charge that charged Paul with being involved with an illegal religion, one that was not sanctioned by Rome. The word here used for “ringleader” is a military one that means, “one who stands in front”. You see the words “sect” & “Nazarenes”? They are charging Paul with being a religious radical but they are also making it clear that he is part of a illegal sect of insignificance. Nazareth was a town that you didn’t want people to known that you were from. It was kind of the Gram Keller’s “Prairie Home Companion” famed “Lake woe-be-gone” of its day, as it literally mean’s “bean town”. That is why Nathanael said to Philip concerning Jesus’ hometown, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  

c. Vs. 6-8 TROUBLING TERRORIST “He even tried to profane the temple.” Here the charge is doctrinal in nature. You see this is a charge that would not interest Felix as it dealt with Jewish religious law & not Roman law. So “Ter-tell-us” is careful to say that they were going to deal with it when Lysias came & interrupted the there attempt to do so with great violence & demanded that Felix try the case. Now this all was a lie, something that Felix already knew having read the letter Claudius had sent with Paul five days earlier.

Vs. 9 Outside the three charges the only thing of proof that is offered by the prosecuting attorney “Little third” is the Jewish leaders nodding their heads in agreement with what he had just said. Where are the collaborating witnesses? Where is the evidences to support their accusations? “Well” says, “Ter-tell-us” “You just ask this plague of a man yourself & you will see what we are talking about.” What this tells me is that the prosecution was not worried about truth or evidence because they had power & corruption on their side.  

III.) Vs. 10-21 Paul’s defense

Vs. 10 The prosecution rested it’s case & Felix nods to Paul to start his defense to the three charges. Notice that Paul uses no flattery as “Ter-tell-us” has done, instead he says, “You have been a judge for seven years in this country so I’ll just speak on my on behalf.” 

Vs. 11-13 Paul offers his defense to the first charge of being the PEOPLES PLAGUE which was the charge of insurrection, by saying three reasons this could not be true.

a. Vs. 11 NO TIME: Paul starts out by saying that the charge was false because of the fact that he had only been in Jerusalem for less then seven days seeing that he had now been in Caesarea for five. In other words it was not enough time to all by himself gather enough people to carry out an insurrection especially when you realize he was out of the country prior to that. 

b. Vs. 12 NO PEOPLE: Next Paul says that they offered no people who stated that he was causing an insurrection. “Ter-tell-us” never brought out any person to substantiate the accusation of causing any problems in or around Jerusalem. 

c. Vs. 13 NO PROOF: Finally Paul states the obvious, “Where is the proof for this accusation?” On Paul’s side of coarse there is the letter from Claudius Lysias that charges the Jews with the insurrection & that the charges they had against Paul had to do with religion not Roman law & that nothing they charged him with was worthy of or chains or death. 

Vs. 14-16 Here in these verse Paul answers the second charge of being a RELIGIOUS RADICAL because he was a part of a illegal religion which was not sanctioned by Rome. But first he says, “I plead guilty to being a religious radical but not to being an illegal sect!” Then he offers a fourfold defense which affirms his faith in Jesus.    

a. Vs. 14a “According to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers.” First Paul says that what is at issue is not Who he worship but How he worship. Paul argues that “The Way” can not be an illegal religion because it has not changed Who he worshiped but How he worshiped so Christianity was legal if Judaism was legal. Paul still worshiped the God of his fathers that had not changed but he now did so according to “The way”. And who is The Way? Well Jesus! In other words Paul was now worshiping the God of his fathers through the Fathers only Son!  

b. Vs. 14b “Believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.” Next Paul explains why he has changed the way in which he worships the God of his fathers; it’s because he has believed ALL things in the Bible. Paul says, “Hey, I’m worshiping God through His Son Jesus because I believe what the Bible says about Him!” “I’m a religious radical because I’m just on a journey with Jesus!” How about you? Are you a religious radical because you are simply applying the truths found in the Bible? 

c. Vs. 15 “I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” Paul says that he had the same hope that they did in an after life & that was because of the resurrection of the just & the unjust. It was this hope in Jesus that caused him to worship the God of his fathers differently. 

d. Vs. 16 “This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.” Paul finish with this by saying that believing in the resurrection was more then doctrinal it caused him to live his life differently before God & man. Paul was living a life that rested in the resurrection & this was a positive thing not a negative thing. 

Let me ask you folk’s if you were on trial for your life because of your faith in Jesus would you be able to plead guilty as charged like Paul did? Or would they not put you on trial to begin with? 

Vs. 17-21 Finally Paul answers the third charge of being a TROUBLING TERRORIST because he supposable profaned the temple. Paul has three answers to this charge.

a. Vs. 17-18 Paul shares the way in which he brought terror in the temple.

1. Vs. 17 By bringing money to help the poor & needy Jews in Jerusalem.

2. Vs. 18 By worshiping in the temple alone & purified according to Jewish customs. 

Do you see Paul’s point? “What kind of terrorist was I if I came not with weapons or words but rather with wealth & worship?” 

b. Vs. 19-20 Paul shares again where are my accusers? They weren’t in Casarea neither did they show up before Claudius Lysias in Jerusalem. 

c. Vs. 21 Paul concludes with this statement where he says, “Hey the only terror I brought upon them was the terror of conscience concerning the resurrection!” 

Now not only were there no witness against Paul there were no character witness for Paul as well. Think of this an 80 year old man & part of the religious supreme court was willing to travel 65 miles for reasons of hate but the Church was unwilling to travel the same 65 miles for reasons of love! Oh how often we see this in the body of Christ. We all know that song, “They will know we are Christians by our Love, by our love!”    

IV.) Vs. 22-27 A convenient verdict?
Vs. 22-23 Now Felix did what Pilate before him had done with Jesus put off doing the right thing. He could not convict Paul but he could not afford to release him politically, he does this by pretending he needed more evidence from Lysias but he already had his letter which accompanied Paul. He does grant Paul great freedom being only under house arrest. 

Vs. 24-25 What Felix does politically he does spiritually as well, tries to walk the middle ground. After several days with his 18-year-old Jewish bride by his side he calls Paul in to hear more concerning his faith in Jesus. So Paul give them three pillars of faith in Christ.

a. Righteousness: So Paul spoke to them about the PURPOSE of life which is right living. The problem is that there is none righteous the Bible says. “So how is one declared righteous?” Well by faith in the work of Jesus! So Paul must of spoke about the death of Jesus “the just for the unjust” (1 Peter 3:18) 

b. Self-control: Next Paul spoke to them about the PROBLEM of life which is self-control. Or if you will, “How to overcome temptation & walk with God in His righteousness?” So here Paul must of spoke of the resurrection of Jesus as this is how walk with Him. Paul would say that were a brand new creation raised in new life old things have passed away! 

c. Judgement to come: Finally Paul spoke to them concerning the PRODUCT of life which is judgement. All of us are going to face a judgment those of us in Christ will face a judgment where rewards will be passed out for how we have lived. And those who have rejected him will face the “Great white throne” judgment. So Paul must of spoke to them about the return of Jesus.  

Paul spoke to Felix & Drusilla about the death of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus & the soon return of Jesus. To which they decided to procrastinate the obvious conviction they had to the gospel. Oh how foolish this was you see all a person has to do to go to hell is nothing! A serve was done not to long ago that showed that 82% of all Christians are saved before the age of 20, the older the person is the greater the odds are that they will not accept Jesus. Think of that won’t you? Most people put this decision off by saying “I’ll wait till later, until I have more information & sowed my wild oats!” But every day that a person delays the odds become increased that they won’t respond to the conviction in their heart. The story is told of four demons who got together to come up with a new lie that would keep more people from becoming Christians. Each took their turn:

a. “Hey, I know we will spread the lie that there is no God!” No that will never work because people can see what He has created & know that there is a God.

b. “What if we tell them there is no heaven?” No that won’t work everybody knows that there is more to life then just here & now.

c. “Ok, what if we tell them there is no hell?” No they have a conscience & they know that their sins will be judged.

d. I’ve got it, what if we just tell them there is no hurry in making a decision?” Perfect, they cried! 
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“Continuing from grace to glory”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-12 A new judge, same justice

III.) Vs. 13-22 A change in venue 

IV.) Vs. 23-27 An entertaining court

I.) Intro.

Have you ever been in a situation where the circumstances are such that they just seem to repeat themselves? I mean after a while you don’t care about the outcome you just want one? That is the case with Paul’s situation as we last saw him in Caesarea having successfully defended his case before the Judge Felix. We are told that Felix wanted to do the Jews a favor so he left Paul under house arrest. Then he & his wife Drusilla would come & listen to Paul share about faith in Jesus but did not respond to the message. Thus we discover the greatest reason people do not become Christians, procrastination. “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.” Oh people say the reason they don’t respond to the truth of the bible is because there is not enough evidence or the pigmies in Africa but the truth is those are just ways of procrastinating. 

Here in this section we see another reason people don’t respond to the gospel, compromise! “God if you do this & that when I want you to then I will start following you!” People like to play “Lets make a deal” with God, “I’ll give a little if you give me what I want!” In so doing they never keep their end of the bargain. In contrast to Felix & Festus’ responses to God’s invitation you have the response of a Christian (Paul) to decisions. Far from procrastination & compromise Paul is seen in perseverance!  Webster’s dictionary describes perseverance as a “persistence in any thing undertaken”. In the N.T. the word is used 8 times once where the word used means “persistence” & seven times where the word used means “cheerful endurance”.  I love that description as it goes beyond just hanging in there to describe an attitude while you hang in there. If you will it describes a “continuing in a state of grace while we wait for a state of glory”. Only a person who is resting in Jesus can be at home in uncertainty! 

II.) Vs. 1-12 A new judge, same justice

Vs. 1 Luke crams two years into two verses with the change of Governors from Felix to Festus but what he does not tell us is the reason why. Felix, according to historians, was  “vulgar & a ruffian who exercised the power of a king in the spirit of a slave.” This was no where more apparent in the two actions that led to him being removed from office & replaced by Festus. 

· It seems during Paul’s two-year stay in Caesarea there was an outbreak between the Greeks & the Jews of Caesarea as to whom the most civil rights of the city belonged to. The Jews claimed that most of the civil rights ought to belong to them because theirs was the greater numbers, wealth, & the rebuilding of the city had occurred because of their King Herod (even though he was not a Jew & they hated him.) The Greeks claimed that they ought to receive more special privileges because they had always supported the Roman military & that the city had always been planed as a Gentile city. Felix sided with the Greeks & used the Syrian troops to put down the Jews & many were killed & plundered. 

· Then there was the murder of the High Priest Jonathan (although the real power was still in Ananias) over Herod’s anger of the Jews building a higher wall to block his view of the temple. 

Both of these situations left Felix in hot water with Rome & he would have been executed had it not been for his brother’s influence. So Rome sent Festus a 70-year-old who some believe was a part of Roman nobility & will die in office two years after becoming Governor.

Vs. 2-3 Festus is a smart politician as he is only three days in the country when he goes up to Jerusalem to meet the religious leaders of the country & the new High Priest Ishmael. Again he is only a puppet as Luke notes by saying that “the chief men of the Jews” were also there. 

Picture this scene if you will there is a new Governor who has come up to you to introduce himself & you have the opportunity to speak to him concerning anything that relates to your nation & people. You would think that they might take the opportunity to share about the needs of the people or the freedom to worship. What is the most important problem facing the nation as far as they are concerned? Well it’s old Paul. Festus had gone up to Jerusalem to make sure that he could strengthen peace within the nation. They come back & say, “Hey, you want to make peace with us, well I’ll tell you what you can do to get in good with us. You got a guy in prison in Caesarea that we want you (according to verse 15) to judge in our favor against.” So when that did not work Luke tells us that they had another plan, the same one they had two years earlier when Paul was in Jerusalem, ambush him & kill him on his way to be further tried even tough he had already been acquitted. Now remember those 40 that had taken a vow not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul, they must be quite hungry & thirsty by now. Most likely they had gotten out of the vow they had made but were probably part of the group that still planed to kill him. 

Folk’s this is just a sub-point we have an enemy who is relentless, who will band together, who will for go the necessities & is even willing to wait for our fall. With that being a fact what are we to do? How are we to survive? Well as the Isa. 54: 17 says, “No weapon formed against you shall prosper”. During all of the enemies pursuit of Paul’s destruction where is Paul? What is he doing? Well he is stuck in a castle resting in the Lord. 

V.4-5 So the Lord works through Festus to protect Paul & what blows my mind is that Paul has no clue that he is in danger or that the Lord is working on his behalf to fulfill what He told him that he would bring him to Rome. No don’t you think heaven is going to be fun? I mean the Bible says according to 1 Cor. 13:12 that we will “know just as we are known.” Is that cool are what? We are going to see clearly not only the times we question now about why things happen the way they do but we are going to see the multitude of times that we are totally unaware of how the Lord intervened to keep us growing closer to Him! Luke is giving us what happened behind the scenes that was being used to protect Paul & further God’s purpose in his life. 

Vs. 6-8 So Festus stays in Jerusalem for ten days & no doubt the religious leaders were still trying to change his mind & have him bring Paul up to them but he did not so they travel the 65 miles to again try Paul. Now remember as of yet Festus has not even met Paul nor familiarized himself with the case. They again make the same serious complaints as they did two years previously only this time without a slick lawyer. Again they offer no witness to substantiate their claims. So Paul answers for himself again to say where is the proof? The Roman trial had three stages to it:

a. Charges were made by the prosecutor.

b. Those charges were formally stated before the judge to the accused, kind of like a grand jury is today.

c.  Finally the judge would hear the case.

Vs. 10-12 It is in this last stage that Festus falters, there was not enough to hold Paul over for trial. So to compromise with the truth Festus offers Paul (a Roman citizen) the opportunity to go back to Jerusalem in order to do the Jews a favor. Paul knew that this was just away to circumvent justice & would have none of it. Now here is what is interesting to me Paul was ready to die for the Lord but not willing to pull the trigger! Or to say it another way, “He was ready to face the lions but he did not want to pry open their mouths & put his head in.” Paul was not going to try to get himself in trouble for the man who try’s to be a martyr never is no matter how he dies! A martyr is a person who so dares to live for the Lord the world can’t keep him any longer. In other words it describes how a person lives not how they die!  I’ve heard old Yasser Arafat has told the press that he would rather die a martyr for Islam then be deported. Well he can never be a martyr all he would be is a dead terrorist! 


So Paul just says, “Hey if I’m guilty of these crimes then go ahead & put me to death but if not then by law you can not deliver me to the Jews.” Every Roman citizen had the right to have their court case if justice was not being served heard before Cesar. Effectively taking the case out of the Jews & Festus hands. Paul refused to be a political pawn so he requests a change of venue to he could get a fair trial. He was never trying to avoid justice instead he was demanding it! An appeal like this one could come after a verdict or in rare cases before one like this one. Paul was going to Rome to be Jesus witness just as Jesus said two years earlier but he was no doubt taken a different way then the one in which he thought. Through out all of this Paul has kept his eyes of the author & finisher of his faith.  

III.) Vs. 13-22 A change in venue

Vs. 13-18 Festus had another problem since he had no charged Paul with any crime & Paul had appealed to Cesar he had to write up something as to the reason why Paul was being sent to him to hear the case. Festus was just not familiar with the Jewish religion to be able to give a reason for the change in venue. But it so happened that King Agrippa & his sister Bernice were coming to call on the new Governor. 


Now this is Herod Agrippa II the son of Herod Agrippa I who was the guy that killed the apostle James had Peter arrested & was eaten by worms for failing to give God glory. His uncle was Herod Antipas who had John the Baptists beheaded & tried Jesus. His great-grandfather was Herod the Great who was the one that had all of the children in Bethlehem put to death at the time of Jesus’ birth. This guy would be the last of the Herod’s to rule & he did not rule much. He was only 17 when his father was eaten by worms, his sister was only a year younger then him. Now you will remember we spoke of Drusilla who was married to the former Governor Felix well that is their sister. Now both these gall’s were know for the their great beauty but they were both very perverse as was this whole clan of Herod’s. Bernice was not only his sister they had an incestuous relationship, which was a scandal in Rome as well as Israel. Every now & then it would get to her & she would go & marry someone but each time she would run back into the arms of her brother. 


During these verses Festus informs Herod & his sister of Roman law & verses 18-19 he proclaims that the charges leveled against Paul were not valid in the Roman courts. Can you imagine how wild this must have been for Festus as Paul spoke clearly concerning Jesus & the resurrection? This old Roman statesman is hearing this case upon a dead man whom Paul was saying is alive. What? Festus had no way of sorting through all of that. Herod bails Festus out so that he can send Paul to Rome with an official charge.  

IV.) Vs. 23-27 An entertaining court
Vs. 23-27 Here is where we will end for this week. The word “pomp” is the word fantasia in the Greek & this is the only place it appears in the N.T. Folks, get in your mind a scene like that of the Academy Awards with all the right people there. The king & his sister all decked out in their designer clothes. The military had the captains of a thousand men in their dress apparel. The there were the wealthy “who’s who” of society & of coarse the political hierarchy. They all gathered at auditorium there in Caesarea, which I’ve seen. It’s must have been at this time an incredible place as the seating faced the Mediterranean Sea with the stage opposite. Thus it had a great acoustical presence from stage to seating. Now we are told in church history that Paul was a short man of around five feet balding with a very large hooked nose & eyes that were constantly running. He would have been very simply dressed & he was brought in before the best of society, what a contrast. This was the man that was a terror to the world? This was the man who was turning the whole world upside down? No, it was not Paul that was doing this it was the Lord Jesus in Paul. 


As he stood there in front of that packed auditorium listening to the situation as Festus addressed Herod he did not see what many would see instead he saw an opportunity to share of the truths concerning Jesus. To Paul he was the blessed one & they the best the world had to offer were the ones in need of saving. Oh how different you & I see things at times. You watch the lifestyles  of the rich & famous & say, “Oh if I could just have what they have then all of problems would be over.” But Paul looked out at that audience & said, “Oh if they could just have what I have all their problems would be over.” How about you are you into procrastination & compromise or perseverance? That continuing in a state of grace while we wait for a state of glory! 
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“For such a time as this part a”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-8 B.C. days

III.) Vs. 9-18 From darkness to light 

I.) Intro.
This is the most complete of Paul’s five defenses & we shall get a good look at how to share your faith. Last week we left Paul in Caesarea before a packed auditorium as he was brought in before the most famous & influential people of the day. As I said, most of the time we look at movie stars & the wealthy & say, “Oh if I could just be like them, all of my problems would go away!” Remember that Herod was the last in a long line of a family that seems to be forever linked with Jesus but not in a good way. His great Grandfather had the infants filled in Bethlehem. His Grandfather had killed the forerunner to Jesus, John the Baptist. His Father had the servant of Jesus, James, killed. Now Paul finds himself before the last of the Herod’s. In the world’s eyes these people were to be admired they were royalty & they entered the auditorium as such. In 25:23 we were told that they came in with “great pomp”, that is the word “fantasia”! In what must have been a dramatic moment, in walks this small lowly man to stand trial but quite literally he is on stage before the world. What possible defense could such a man as Paul offer to those who seemingly had everything? “Come to Jesus & you will be healthy, wealthy & wise!” “Come to Jesus, he has a wonderful plan for your life!” No Paul says none of those familiar gospel hooks. Instead Paul, using his own life, reveals to them the one thing they knew nothing about. 

Think of this for a moment, “You are going out for a night of entertainment, you arrive at the theater & the usher instead of bringing you into the front entrance brings you through the back door through the sage entrance.”  “You think, that’s a bit odd but as you are trying to find your seat a man grabs you & brings you into the center of a large open area & has you face a large curtain.” “You hear a man speaking & it sounds as though the play you were coming to see is about to start” “When all of the sudden the curtain opens & the actors you thought you were going to watch perform are now sitting in the audience all dressed up in their costumes staring at you.” Do you get it? Paul is on the worlds stage & guess what? He plays himself! The worlds stage is full of actors guess what they were called in Greek? Hypocrites! All pretending to be something or someone they really aren’t, you Christian’s are what they have come to watch, you’re their source of entertainment. They have placed you in chains, drab clothes & say, “Go ahead give it your best shot, convince me!” What could you say that would best communicate truth? Well Paul is going to show us.   

II.) Vs. 1-8 B.C. days

Vs. 1-3 As Paul was standing there before this large influential audience. The King, all dressed up in his royal costume sitting next to his lover who happens to be his sister, stands up & acts as the master of ceremonies. Paul is allowed to speak for himself as no charges have been given against him, in fact Festus had already declared him innocent concerning Roman law. 

Wow, what an odd scene as Paul lifts up his shackled hands still no doubt attached to a large Roman guard, to signal that he was about to speak. Paul you will recall was only around five feet tall; balding with a large hooked nose & runny eyes. He is the one, two years earlier, that Tertullus said was the “creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world”. This guy, Paul? This stage play must have looked more like a comedy then a serious drama. I wonder if you could hear a faint laughter in the building as Festus & then Herod introduced him? “A creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, what a joke!”
Vs. 2-3 Paul’s primary goal was not to give testimony so that they would find him innocent but rather to offer testimony so that they would find him guilty of being a Christian & in so doing to see as many as possible converted to Christ. So he asks the King & the audience to be patient as he shares with them. Paul must of looked strange as he was shackled to the Roman guard with a big grin on his face because of the opportunity he had to speak to them concerning the person & work of Jesus. 


He speaks to Agrippa honoring his position since he could not honor the man. The king was an odd man in that he was an Edomite (descendent of Esau) & not Jewish, raised in Rome but identified himself as religiously a Jew. Paul calls him an “expert” which is a word that means “connoisseur”. Agrippa had studied the customs of the Jews in that he appointed the High Priest further more we are told by Paul in verse 27 that Agrippa had also studied the prophets, Judaism was his hobby that he spent a good deal of time learning about. But even though Agrippa had made the scriptures & the customs of the Jews his hobby it was not something that he took to heart & practiced. Not only was he sleeping with his sister in AD 70 he is going to side with the Roman general Titus to help destroy the temple.

Vs. 4-5 Paul opens up by sharing about his days prior to becoming a Christian. Now look at verse four carefully, Paul says that the fact of early life from youth up was a well know fact among the Jews. Paul had been a well know figure in Jerusalem studying under the famed teacher Gamaliel, his reputation for scholarship & religious zeal they themselves could talk of. Paul was a Pharisee which according to the historian Josephus was, “a sect of the Jews that were more religious than others and wanted to interpret the laws more accurately.”  In other words Paul is saying, “It was not in spite of his Jewish heritage that he had become a follower of Jesus it was rather because of it.” In all of this we see that Paul is sharing that his conversion was a well know fact in Israel.

Vs. 6-8 Here Paul says that through his entire upbringing he had not changed what he believed instead he sees it as fulfilled in Jesus. All the Jews, Paul says, are looking for God’s promised Messiah. Then Paul directs his comments by asking the question, “Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?” In other words how big is your God? You see people have a problem with the resurrection because they can see God outside of their own limited ability. Do you get Paul’s argument? He says, “Hey, I followed the Bible strictly, believing everything written in it so when God did what He said He would do why is that hard for us to believe?”  


Notice verse 7 for a moment as Paul speaks of Gods promise to the 12 tribes. Now you might recall that the 10 northern tribes had been conquered by Assyria in 722 BC & assimilated into the two southern tribes but they are not lost Paul still recognizes their existence. 


From verses 4-8 Paul just shows himself as a normal Jewish man with the same hopes & beliefs as they did. Yet they knew he was different so the next thing he does is show why they consider him to be different.  

III.) Vs. 9-18 From darkness to light
Vs. 9-11 Paul says, “I too once thought the resurrection of Jesus the messiah impossible.” Paul showed this by his persecution of the Church, doing many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. He lists how he showed his contempt for Christianity by:

a. Shut up in prison, many of the saints. Do you see that Paul calls the believers in Jesus “saints”?  He made these believers lives miserable by putting them in prison. You wonder if he had anything to do with Peter & John’s incarceration in chapter 4? 

b. Having authority from the chief priests he “threw his pebble” against them voting for their death. This was a practice of the Sanhedrin (the 69 member group of religious leaders) that would vote by tossing a black pebble for guilty & a white one for innocent. Now we know that Paul had a part of this dealing with Stephen back in Acts 8 but we don’t know how many others he vote against. 

c. He was not content with just seeing them put into prison he tried to get them to deny faith in Jesus. The words “punished them often in every synagogue” speaks of the practice of whipping them publicly in order to get them to recant their trust in Jesus. Man I bet Paul stayed up many nights lamenting over what he had done.  

d. Lastly, once he had chased them out of Jerusalem & Israel he started his campaign into foreign cities.      

“You think you hated Christians you should of seen of seen the way I treated them!” 

Vs.12-15 Paul now goes on to explain what happened to change him. “It was while I was acting that way,” Paul says, “That the Lord intervened in my life.” Several things stand out in Paul’s conversion:

a. “I heard a voice speaking to me … in the Hebrew language”: God knew just how to communicate to Paul. That is why the way in which the Lord spoke you about your need for Him may be quite different then the way he spoke to me. 

b. “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” … “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”: Paul learned two important things that every person must know before they are saved. 

1. Jesus is alive! The One who Paul had thought was dead was not He was alive & therefor He was God. Paul found himself in opposition to God. 

2. Christians are God’s People! Jesus so identified with Christians that when Paul persecuted them he was persecuting Jesus. 

c. Finally Paul hears from Jesus that in doing what he was doing it was only really hurting himself. You see a “goad” was a sharp stick that was attached to the cart that an ox would pull. It was located right behind the flank of the ox so that when it the ox kicked to try to get out from pulling the cart the “goad” would stick him in the butt. The reason for this was so that the ox would soon learn that to kick & buck was only hurting it’s self. When we resist Jesus love for us we are only hurting ourselves!    

 Vs. 16-18 From Paul’s conversion he turns to Jesus commissioning him. Jesus uses three verbs all in the first person to describe His plans for him.

a. Vs. 16 “I have appeared to you”: This is a general call to be a servant. The word “minister” is a word that means “under-rower” & refers to the lower level of a slave ship. They would all be chained in place & those below decks had to put up with all of the junk from above. Jesus further defines this for Paul as a witness of what he has seen & what Jesus will yet reveal. In other words Paul was no longer a leader but a servant & the way in which he served was to be humbling as he would share of his failure as well as what Jesus was yet to show him. 

b. Vs. 17a “I will deliver you”: This is more of a specific call tied to a promise not of immunity of suffering but rather that even though he suffered God’s testimony through him would not be silenced neither by the Jews or the Gentiles.  

c. Vs. 17b “I now send you”: Paul finds that this call is not to a location but rather to a life style. The word “send” is apostle so what Jesus is saying is that your mine 24 – 7!  But this activity had three specific parts to it as well 

1. Vs. 18a “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”: Jesus describes the world as in a spiritual condition of self imposed blindness (open their eyes) in absolute darkness trapped in a Satanic world. Paul’s responsibility was to see them change kingdoms just as he had. From Blindness to sight, from darkness to light, from the power of satan to the Kingdom of Right. 

2. Vs. 18b “that they may receive forgiveness of sins”: Not only were they to change kingdoms they were to experience the result of the change of kingdoms to know that all that they had ever done or would ever do was forgiven in Jesus. Paul was told that he must declare to all that receive Jesus that they were no longer in an old state they were brand new! 

3. Vs. 18c “and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me”: Finally they were to know & be a part of a new & growing family, His family! Set apart in Jesus. 

You see what could Paul do? He grew up like most Jewish boys believing what the Bible said concerning the messiah. He had acted, as embarrassing as it must have been to share this with the audience, like those who saw to his imprisonment. But Jesus revealed Who he was to Paul, opened his blind eyes, brought him into the light & from under the power of satan into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 


Folks, this commissioning of Paul is what God has now called each of us too. There is not a person here today that is a believer that Jesus has not, “appeared to, & will not deliver & is not now sending you.” The only question is, “Are you willing to appear on the stage of the world as who God has made you to be & offer them the freedom that you have received?  
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III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 18:22-28 The royal route to Rome (3rd trip)
26:19-32

“For such a time as this part b”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 19-23 Proclaiming the light

III.) Vs. 24-32 Madman for Christ

I.) Intro.
This past Sunday, as most of you know Laura Betancourt went home to be with Jesus. Now many of you perhaps didn’t know Laura all that well but I bet if I described where she sat you would all know who I was speaking of. She always sat on the last pew in the last seat on the left-hand side. She started attending Calvary Chapel nine years ago & for the most part I suppose just blended in. But she had a much greater story then most of you were aware of. You see Laura was Portuguese & as such was raised a devote Catholic to which she whole heartily practiced up until 20 years ago. It was then that she began to have questions concerning the Bible & sought numerous Priests for the answers finally she sought out others outside the Catholic Church. Through these encounters she came into a personal relationship with Jesus. So where am I going with this? Well you would not think of Laura as an evangelist nor if you knew her very well would you think she was very bold or active in sharing her faith but she was. Oh not in the way many associate with evangelism but just in every day ways. You see Laura had to great loves her family, specifically her husband of 55 years Bill, & Jesus Christ. As far as Bill was concerned anything he wanted from her she would comply. Bill loved the Raiders & had season tickets & Laura who didn’t much care for football went with him. There was only one area that Laura would not compromise & do what Bill wanted; she would not stop worshipping Jesus. Try as Bill did to get her to stop she would not, oh how it angered him & she just kept loving him & praying for him. Even at the tragic death of her only son Mark she did not waver in her trust & love for Jesus. 


So to with Paul he would not waver in his trust & commitment to Jesus. My prayer is that as we finish up this chapter of Paul before the elite of the world that we would all be challenged to be a little more like Laura who with quite dignity lived committed to Jesus no matter what! 

Last weeks review

Vs.12-15 Now lets go back & review a little. Paul explains what happened to change him.     

· Vs. 12 First Paul says, “It was while I was acting that way,” Paul says, “That the Lord intervened in my life.” In other words Paul says that his conversion was radical not gradual. Paul did not change as a result of gradually becoming dissatisfied with the Pharisaical brand of Judaism; no it was just the opposite. 

· Vs. 13-14 Second Paul wants those in the auditorium to know that the events of his conversion while personal were very visible to all that were present, (as were the results, verses 20). They happened at “midday” & the light effected all as they all fell to the ground. His conversion was visible & not hidden from those around.  

· Vs.14“I heard a voice speaking to me … in the Hebrew language”: God knew just how to communicate to him. How important is that? Well consider what would have happened if God tried to communicate with Paul in Greek, he would not of seen Jesus as the fulfillment of the Jewish scriptures. What that says to me is that the way in which the Lord speaks to you about your need for Him may be quite different then the way he speaks to me. 

· Vs.14-15 “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” … “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”: In Jesus words Paul learned three important things that every person must know before they are saved. 

a. Jesus is alive! JESUS IS GOD: The One who Paul had thought was dead was not He was alive & therefor He was God. Paul found himself in opposition to God. Paul discovered right then that sincerity does not matter when comes down to truth. Paul was sincere but he was sincerely wrong about Jesus! 
b. Christians are God’s People! I’M A SINNER: Jesus so identified with Christians that when Paul persecuted them he was persecuting Jesus. You better be careful to make sure you’re on the right side. Paul had been attacking Christians because he was convinced they were wrong about God but it was he who was wrong!  

· Vs.14 I’M HURTING MYSELF: Finally Paul hears from Jesus that in persecuting Christians what he was doing it was only really hurting himself. You see a “goad” was a sharp stick that was attached to the cart that an ox would pull. It was located right behind the flank of the ox so that when the ox kicked to try to get out from pulling the cart the “goad” would stick him in the butt. The reason for this was so that the ox would soon learn that to kick & buck was only hurting it’s self. When we resist Jesus love for us we are only hurting ourselves!    

 Vs. 16-18 After sharing his conversion Paul then turns to Jesus’ personally (you) commissioning him. Looking at these three verses you will notice that Jesus uses three verbs (appeared, deliver & send) all in the first person (I) but with three differing tenses (past, future & present) to describe Jesus’ plans for Paul. So? Well think of this a moment & you will see that Jesus is not only interested in saving you. 

Generally looking at these verses I see three things:

1. You: Jesus would have us to know that everything in our Christian life is designed around us, (It is the I, you that stand out). Say what you will about your Christian life, with all of it’s heartaches & struggles & what you will come to realize is that Jesus has always been very interested in you! Not just in your salvation or in using you, no He is just simple into to you!   

2. Appeared, deliver & send: Second, in the verbs I can’t help but notice that all three are actions that Jesus has done & will continue to do on our behalf. I also like the order in which Jesus said them. 

a. Jesus says first that he had appeared to Paul. So? Is that not what you & I need the most on a moment by moment basis, to see Jesus? 

b. Second, we need to know that when we get into problems that He is going to be there for us, or if you will we need to have the confidence that even when we blow it Jesus will be there to catch us. 

c. Finally, what a great comfort to realize that it is only after his appearing to us & delivering us that He sends us. In other words, he sends us with the confidence that he will continually appear to us especially when we need to be delivered.  

3. Past, future & present: Finally, the verb tenses are interesting in that Jesus’ presence covers every part of our existence. Again the order is interesting to me. When you & I are going through hard times we can draw strength from seeing Jesus involved in our lives in the past. We also gain strength by having the hope of seeing him in the future. Putting those two together gives us courage to face the present!    

Now taking these three statements Jesus gives Paul the specifics of his call. 

a. Vs. 16 “I have appeared to you”: This is a general call to be a servant but look at the purpose to which Jesus says He had appeared to Paul. To make him a minister. The word “minister” is a word that means “under-rower” & refers to the lower level of a slave ship. They would all be chained in place & those below decks had to put up with all of the junk from above. Jesus further defines this for Paul as a witness of what he has seen & what Jesus will yet reveal. In other words Paul was no longer a leader but a servant & the way in which he served was to be humbling as he would share of his failure as well as what Jesus was yet to show him. 

b. Vs. 17a “I will deliver you”: This is more of a specific call tied to a promise not of immunity of suffering but rather that even though he suffered God’s testimony through him would not be silenced neither by the Jews or the Gentiles.  

c. Vs. 17b “I now send you”: Paul finds that this call is not to a location but rather to a life style. The word “send” is apostle so what Jesus is saying is that your mine 24 – 7!  But this activity had three specific parts to it as well. 

1. Vs. 18a “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”: Jesus describes the world as in a spiritual condition of self imposed blindness (open their eyes) in absolute darkness trapped in a Satanic world. Paul’s responsibility was to see them change kingdoms just as he had. From Blindness to sight, from darkness to light, from the power of satan to the Kingdom of Right. 

2. Vs. 18b “that they may receive forgiveness of sins”: Not only were they to change kingdoms they were to experience the result of the change of kingdoms to know that all that they had ever done or would ever do was forgiven in Jesus. Paul was told that he must declare to all that receive Jesus that they were no longer in an old state they were brand new! 

3. Vs. 18c “and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me”: Finally they were to know & be a part of a new & growing family, His family! Set apart in Jesus. 

II.) Vs. 19-23 Proclaiming the light

Vs. 19-21 Paul now switches from his testimony to specifically asking Herod what could he do? “Jesus, appeared to me & commissioned me what could I do?” Then Paul shares with Herod that he began immediately following Jesus witnessing “of what he had seen & later the things that Jesus had revealed to him”. Paul’s service started out where God had him with what Jesus had just given him as we read in Acts 9:20 that Paul “proclaimed Christ in the synagogues as the Son of God”. That progressed to proving that Jesus is the Christ. Which in turn led to the three-fold declaration in response to his proving that Jesus is the Christ.

a. Repent: The word here means a change of mind that results in a change of behavior. Simply put Paul sought a response to the gospel for it’s hears that would cause them to change their thinking which changed their behavior towards their sin & God. Repentance is changing ones mind!

b. Turn to God: The word turn here is recorded 48 times in the N.T. & often is used of a person who having had a change of mind now sees God. Regeneration is changing ones heart!   

c. Do works befitting repentance: A person who has done the first two will show as much by the way they now live. Redemption is a change in ones state!   

So Paul after proclaiming Jesus work encouraged people to trust Jesus so that their minds, heart & state would be forever altered. Then Paul says, “It’s because it pressed their need for Jesus & that they ought to be obedient that they arrested me!”  

Vs. 22-23 Finally Paul still looking at Herod says, “Through God’s help I here sharing with you the truth of fulfillment of Isa. 53:1, Ps. 16:10 that the Christ would suffer, be the first to rise from the dead & be a light to Jews & gentiles (Isa. 42:6, 49:6).” 

III.) Vs. 24-32 Madman for Christ

Vs. 24-26 Paul had a habit of not getting to finish his messages & this one is interrupted by Festus. Festus could not handle Paul’s enthusiasm concerning Jesus especially when it came to Jesus being dead & then coming back to life. He declared that Paul was becoming insane in front of them & the reason for it was his many letters concerning this Jesus was causing him to lose reality! 


Paul say’s, “I’m not losing my mind I’m gaining it & in fact I call my first witness Herod himself can attest to the truth of the scriptures concerning death & resurrection as God clearly spoke of these events before they happened.” 

Vs. 27-30 Paul now calls on his hostile witness as to the sanity of the Word of God. Can you just see this 5-foot little guy putting Herod on trial concerning the truth of the Word? 


Not words of Herod in 28 have long been disputed as it can mean several things & thus different versions render it differently.

· The KJ & NKJ render it, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”

· The NIV, ASV & others have it; “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 

The word “almost” is literally “little” but what exactly was the little referring to words or time we can not be sure. It appears that Herod is being sarcastic & if that is the case then the saying, “To little to late” would truly fit him. 


With great compassion even in the face of sarcasm Paul responds, “That he wished they all could trade places with him with the exception of the chains!” Clearly Paul saw himself as the freeman & they as the enslaved & wanted all to become a Christian & nobody a prisoner of the world system. 

Vs. 30-32 Though they may of thought Paul ought of his mind, he was certainly not a criminal & Herod offered no help either to Paul or Festus. What kept Herod from not being convinced?   

· A sinful life style that he refused to give up

· He worried about what he would lose instead of what he would gain

· Worried about what others would say instead of what God said

Those are often the reasons behind why people don’t believe today. And where are they today? Well we can’t be sure but we are sure what happened to Paul he went to Rome & preached the truth their & he is right now enjoying eternity with someone who two weeks ago was in your midst.   

Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel
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“By the time we get to Phoenix”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-8 Ships log

III.) Vs. 9-20 Tempest-tossed

I.) Intro.
As we begin the final two chapters of the book of Acts Luke records for us the last of Paul’s four shipwrecks & the only one given to us in detail. For the most part this chapter reads like a ship log as Paul is being brought to Rome so that Caesar will hear his case. Remember that according to the author Luke, who wrote to Theophilus, the purpose of his writing was to provide an “orderly account” so that he would know the “certainty of the things in which he was instructed concerning all that Jesus began both to do & teach”. Luke wanted Theophilus to be as certain, as he & the apostles were, concerning Jesus being alive & still working in the lives of His people. 

So we need to ask ourselves, “What does their shipwreck on their way to Rome have to do with Jesus being alive & still working in the lives of His people?” May I suggest that the purpose of this chapter is to show the practical differences between those who trust in Jesus & those that don’t? Here’s where I’m going with this, both Christian & non-Christian faced the same obstacles (the storm & shipwreck) but the way in which they faced them underscores the continual work of Jesus in His people.

 The Christian is often under the illusion that he can determine his spiritual state by whether or not he faces storms. In other words the mistaken Christian thinks that if they face any storms in their lives then they must be outside God’s will. The truth is found in what James 1:2-4 tells us “brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” Simply, it is not the trial that determines our spiritual condition but rather how we deal with the trial. As we read this section we have a clear-cut way to examine our spiritual condition by way of comparing our actions to Paul or to the rest of the world that was on that ship. Having done so I realize that I need too much more rely on Jesus in my life to become a leader like Paul. This Friday will mark 62nd anniversary of one of the greatest leaders in the 20th century, Winston Churchill. What made him a great leader was how he handled crisis, you see the day he took office was the same day the Germans invaded France, it was how he sailed stormy seas & endured shipwrecks that causes history to view him as such a great leader. Let’s come on board & take evaluation of our spiritual condition as we see Jesus continue to both do & teach through His servant Paul.     

II.) Vs. 1-8 Ships log

Vs. 1-2 Back in chapter 23:11 while Paul was alone the Lord spoke to him about bearing witness in Rome, little did Paul realize the way in which the Lord would fulfill His promise. Though I’m certain Luke did not write this as an allegory it none the less illustrates the voyage that all Christians are on. The first thing to note is that our destination is certain but the rout we take to get there is often very unpredictable! I mean Paul was very encouraged by the Lord’s promise to him, he had already expressed a desire to go to Rome as well as Spain (Rom. 15:24-28) prior to Jesus tell him he was going. But never would he have guessed the way in which the Lord would bring him there. My point? Well Christian sailors, we can avoid a lot of heartaches in our Christian voyage if we keep our eyes fixed upon who the captain of our ship is & not the rout He is taking us on! Now I got to confess that this is very difficult for me to do & I’m usually getting seasick as I look at how we are leaving the harbor. 


Further more Luke records for us the other People that were placed upon the ship for the first part of the voyage:

a. We: Since Luke is writing this then the “We” would include himself. In fact this is the longest of the “we” sections that Luke writes in the book of Acts.

b. Other prisoners: The word “other” means “of a different kind”. Although we can not be sure many believe that these were condemned criminals being brought to Rome to entertain the populace in arenas by their death. If you will, Paul was on death row with perhaps the last opportunity to speak of Christ to men who were quite literally on their last voyage.

c. Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment: Not much is known about this group other then that in Rome they were known as “foreigners” because of their work mainly in lands occupied by the Romans. It seems that they were a special group of imperial guards that were hand picked to protect against military intrigue. In other words they were like the secret service of today. Julius was the commander of the 100 or soldiers that made up the 267 people that were on the ship, (verse 37). Talk about a contrast, Paul was on a ship with condemned prisoners & loyal guards who were bringing them to their deaths.

d. Aristarchus: This guy’s name (The best prince) appears 5 times in the Bible & you could say based upon those entries that he was a “prince of a guy”. He first showed up connected to Paul in Acts 19:29. It was there that he was sized by the riotous mob in Ephesus along with Gaius & we are told there that they were both Paul’s traveling companions, so he was most likely one of the folks that got saved during Paul 1st missionary Journey in Acts 17:1-4. Then in Acts 20:4 we are told that he & Secundus, both of Thessalonica, accompanied Paul when he brought an offering to the Church in Jerusalem. In Col. 4:10 he is called a fellow prisoner & in Philemon 1:24 he is called a fellow laborer. These last two references to him shows that he went to Rome with Paul & remained there serving Paul & the believers in Rome. For Luke & him to be on board the ship with Paul would be near impossible unless they came with Paul as being his slave. I like this guy, he is the kind of guy that is ready, welling & able to do what ever it takes to further God’s work!    

They enter a ship with a route that is hugging the shore along the Mediterranean Sea heading up through modern day Turkey. The first of two ships was from an area (Adramyttium just above Troas) that had ominous name in light of the future of their voyage, “The court or mansion of death”. 

Vs. 3 They no doubt set sail from Caesarea about 65 miles to Sidon & the Roman commander gives Paul liberty to go into the city & receive care from his friends in the city. This group of believers would of come from the time when Paul persecuted the Church & they fled Jerusalem. Looking at this scene & I’m amazed at what a witness Paul had already become to give confidence to Julius to treat him so favorably. Paul truly was a witness of Jesus in every situation he found himself in. 

Vs. 4-5 After leaving Sidon the winds blowing northeast this time of year would have given them an easier trip seeing that they would of sailed with Cypress to their right in about ½ the time. Instead they encounter the first of many obstacles on this voyage, “contrary winds” or winds that blew northwest. So they use the Island of Cypress to help shelter them from the winds. So to counter this they would have had to sail a zigzag coarse keeping Cypress to the left to help block the winds. 

We believe that the ship left Caesarea in mid August & according to verse 9 when they arrive at Fair Havens on the Island of Crete which is off the tip of Greece it was already past the Fast which would have been the “Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur”. According to some the date of Yom Kippur that year was October 5th.  Which means that they had been traveling already some 3 to 4 weeks by the time they get to port in Myra which is in modern day Turkey.

I again remind you that Luke is being very specific in his details to us about the difficulty Paul as well as the rest of the ship was having to get to their port. How about it have you ever felt as though you were facing “contrary winds” as you tried to follow what the Lord has told you? As I studied this section I realized that I’ve got a lot of growing to do in the Lord because I don’t do crisis well. I’d like to just get off the sea as soon as possible & any port will do! It seems to me that lately the Lord has been trying to develop my character a bit as we set sail to where He has called us to but I’m getting weary of the zigzag coarse were on & the slowness of our journey.  

Vs. 6-8 Finally arriving Myra chief port Andriaca that was known for the trade of grain from Egypt to Rome. Julius puts them aboard a much large ship this one was probably around 120 feet. They sail up the Aegean Sea keeping the Island of Rhodes on their left & the tell them came up to Cindus which was the last port in the Aegean Sea. The words “sailed slowly” are nautical terms meaning to tack. Further more Luke says that they sailed “many day & arrived with difficulty” in other words is took a long time with great effort to go a short distance. Finally Luke says that they just could not keep on the coarse they had started out on instead they sailed in between the Islands Cos & Rhodes seeking shelter from the strong winds by going around the tip of the Island of Crete which would be Salmone with great difficulty. So? Well lets look at how Luke describes their voyage since leaving Myra’s port 3 to 4 weeks earlier. 

· Vs. 7a Sailed slowly many days
· Vs. 7b Arrived with difficulty
· Vs. 7c Wind not permitting us to proceed
· Vs. 8a Passing it with difficulty
On the first half of their voyage Luke says that the “winds were contrary” but since leaving the port of Myra four times in two verses he mentions how slow & difficult the journey was to get to where God had clearly said He would take them. After many weeks of sailing they have hardly gone anywhere. Do you see my point? Paul’s voyage was at a near stand still they were going no where how could this be the Lord’s will? Well God was more interested in getting their hearts to where he wanted them to be then He was in getting them to where their bodies wanted to be! Oh how I do battle with this personally. 

III.) Vs. 9-20 Tempest-tossed

Vs 9-14 In this section we can see some great spiritual truths to why we often get ourselves into spiritual storms & shipwrecks. 


As they finally arrive at the small port of Lasea called Fair Havens they were faced with a decision in which apparently because of the Julius’ respect for Paul he was consulted about what to do. Sailing along this route to Rome from mid-September to early November was very difficult but all sailing ceased from Mid-November until the first of Febuary because of hurricane force winds from the northeast called “Euroclydon” (north easterner) verse 14. The word in verse 14 “tempestuous” is where we get our English word “typhoon”.

 So Paul advise them no doubt since he had already survived three shipwrecks (2 Cor. 11:25) to not go any further & to winter in the port of Fair Havens. But Julius was more persuaded by the ship’s captain & the owner of the ship that they could travel the 40 miles up the coast to Phoenix, which was a larger city with better protection from the winds. Finally the conditions as they left Fair havens looked to back their decision to travel the forty miles up the coast but as we shall see in verse 14 they made a bad decision. So what got them into stormy seas? Well the text tells us three things led them into tempest-tossed seas.
a. Vs. 9 IMPATIENCE “When much time had been spent”: They were stuck for a considerable time in Fair Havens & had already wasted a lot of time on a very difficult voyage. Simply put they made a bad decision for the same reason we do, they became impatient with where they were at & how long it was taking them to get to where they wanted to be! Ouch! How many of our shipwrecks would have been avoided if we would have just harbor the winter out in Fair Havens? Instead we think, “No if I can just push a little further up the coast man I’ll be happy!” The number one reason we get into typhoon trials is because of our own impatience! 

b. Vs. 11-12 PERSUADED BY THE MAJORITY: Julius sought the experts instead of seeking godly counsel, Paul. Hey, democracy is a great thing but you can not use that as the basis of know the heart of God. We often get ourselves into typhoon trials because we listen to the experts instead of following God’s word. “What do you say? And what do you think? Ok lets take a vote!” Paul gave the council from personal experience he had been shipwrecked three times as well as from God’s Word but it was not the popular decision. You know why? Well because there was nothing to do in Fair Havens for the winter & the sailors wanted the ease & nightlife of Phoenix for miles up the coast. So Paul’s voice was not the popular council. How about it are you open to council that goes against the popular majority? How many trial would we have avoided if we would have followed the advice that went against the popular majority?  

c. Vs. 13 TRUSTED IN IDEAL CIRCUMSTANCES: Finally their mistake was that they looked at & tested the winds, which are far more unpredictable, then God’s Word. Bob Dylan sang about the answer blowing in the wind but most often all your going to find in blowing wind is an allergy! We Christians get ourselves into typhoon trials because we look to favorable circumstances to point out our coarse instead of following the clear path of God’s word! 

Folks, you put IMPATIENCE with being PERSUADED BY THE MAJORITY & TRUSTING IN IDEAL CIRCUMSTANCES & you are guaranteed to run into trouble.

Vs. 15-20 Lets look at the out come of this type of decision making. 

a. Vs. 15-17a If your guided by circumstance you will soon be out of control blown whatever way the wind is taken you. Further more you will be driven out with out a lifeboat. Luke records for us the fact that they were so certain of their decision that they failed to bring aboard the skiff which trailed behind them & it was with great difficulty that they brought it on board. Simply put they spent all their energy upon just succoring something that could possible save them. Quite literally the only thing that was blowing in the wind was caution!  

b. Vs. 17b They had to what is called “frapping” which is where they wrapped cables around the ships hull to keep it from splitting apart. Further more they were worried about sandbars called the Syrtis Sands which were 250 miles away off the coast of Africa famous for the sinking of ships. If you make decision based upon impatience, the popular majority & circumstances you will soon find your life in a panic as you put all your energy in just trying to keep your boat a float worrying about sandbars 250 miles away! 

c. Vs. 18-19 To save themselves they got to the place where they began to through out the necessities of life. I mean they chucked out some of the food & as verse 33 says they didn’t eat for 14 days. They also through the ability to power the ship. Do you see the downward progression here? They are now just living only for the here & now & are preparing anything for the future even if they survive. 

d. Vs. 20 Finally, their decision has brought them to the place of hopelessness. Look at what Luke tells us concerning their situation, “Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us”. Do you see that? They navigated by the constellations, that’s how they could tell where they were at. So for many days they had no idea where they were at & further more the situation was still beating on them. When impatience, the popular majority & circumstances guide us eventually you will become lost & beaten up with no hope of survival.  

But here is the good news they finally gave up all hope of being saved by their own efforts that’s when God can step in & save us! Oh thank God for no ability to navigate & the world beating down upon us for it’s then that we are finally receptive to His saving grace! We will pick up thew rest of the story next week! 
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“As good as His Word”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 21-26 Blown away

III.) Vs. 27-38 Don’t jump ship 

IV.) Vs. 39-44 Saved surfers

I.) Intro.
As we saw last week Paul was in one of those typhoon trials that come upon us at times. In fact the word “tempestuous” in verse 14 is where we get our English word “typhoon”. Now I find that I can be in these trials for two reasons:

· James 1:2-6 The testing of my faith: In this type of situation I may find myself in a typhoon trial apart from any of my own doing & God is allowing it to produce a Christ like character. In other words as James so aptly puts it, “that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” 

· The other reason is poor decision making on my part. So last week, based upon the text, we saw three ingredients that led them into a typhoon trial.

a. Vs. 9, 12 IMPATIENCE: “When much time had been spent,” & “if by any means they could reach Phoenix”. You put the words “much time spent” with “by any means” & the out come is always impatience! They became impatient with where they were at & how long it was taking them to get to where they wanted to be! And they made an impetuous decision based on that. 

b. Vs. 11-12 PERSUADED BY THE MAJORITY: The popular decision was what the majority wanted, to stay the winter at a more comfortable place. Have you ever noticed that the popular majority decision is almost always the one that makes its appeal to our physical comfort & ease? If what we are about to make a decision on is based upon our being able to kick back & relax on anything other then God’s grace our red flags ought to be up. 

c. Vs. 13 TRUSTED IN IDEAL CIRCUMSTANCES: We place far too much importance in our decision making on fickle circumstances. In other words we place our faith on fate instead of our fate on faith!   

You combine “impatience” with “being persuaded by the popular majority” & through in placing our “faith on fate” & you are always going to find yourselves in a “typhoon trial”.  The question is what do you do if it’s to late & your voyage looks as if it’s going to become a shipwreck? Well we are going to see how Paul made his decisions in the remainder of this chapter & what’s cool to me is that no matter how we have gotten ourselves into a typhoon trial God can cause us to gain great spiritual growth as we go through it.  

II.) Vs. 21-26 Blown away

Vs. 21 It could well be said that “by crisis a person is not made but by a crisis we will see what a person is made of!” Paul had started this voyage in mid August & by now it was mid November. Here then are the facts:

· The Journey that started off with “contrary winds” was now a typhoon trial & all hope was gone. 

· The trial could have been avoided had they only listened to his council earlier but they made the decision to sail as we saw based upon impatience, the popular majority & placing their faith on fate.

· Paul boarded the ship in Caesarea as a prisoner but when the ship was in open seas, when neither sun nor stars appeared for days, he becomes for all practical purposes the captain. 

Based upon this verse & verse 27 it had been 14 days since they left Fair Havens for the comfort of Phoenix on what (borrowing from Giligan’s Island) was to be only a “Three hour tour”. They had not eaten since & the question comes to mind, why? A lot of times when people go through typhoon trials they may abstain from food in a fast seeking God. But based upon the text (plenty of grain on board & verse 33 they do eat) with the ruff seas & all I think it is safe to say that they weren’t seeking God they were just (pardon the pun) literally sick of the situation. 


Have you ever experienced that? The situation that you find yourself in has caused you to lose your appetite? I know what your thinking, “Obviously that has not happened to you very much!” Worry & anxiety can cause all sorts of physical disorders can’t it? But look carefully at how Paul responds to this crisis.

a. “Paul stood in the midst of them”: The words in the Greek not only describe his physically coming forward but in contrast to those that didn’t. In times of crisis the one that leads is the one that comes forward & stands in contrast to all the others that don’t & say’s “Follow me!” How about it, when you are facing a crisis do you stand around & say, “Some one ought to do something about this!” Where am I going with this? Well it’s simple the first right decision Paul made was to stand up in the midst of a crisis! Oh don’t under estimate the importance of that, the world is waiting for YOU to stand up in the midst of the chaos & say, “Not on my watch!” 

b. “Men, you should have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete and incurred this disaster and loss.” Ok I know how this verse looks Paul is getting his, “I told you so, in.” But again in the Greek it is “It was necessary for you listen to me not to set sail." Paul mentioned the wisdom of his former counsel in order to induce acceptance of his present advice. So then here is the second right decision Paul did in a crisis “instill confidence through communication.” Paul had already made the right decision to stand up but he still need to get others to follow, so he reminds them that he was right once & that not following his leadership had gotten them into their present typhoon trial. Just how did Paul instill confidence through his communication so that others would follow? Well we see four things here:
1. Vs. 22, 25 Encouraged them: Twice in five verses Paul says, “take heart or be of good courage”. Paul communicated by stating, “It’s going to be alright!” Now it’s interesting that he starts out by saying that, then in verses 22b –24 gives the reason why he is so confident. In other words it does no good to tell a person to cheer up with out giving them reasons why they can! Often times during a time of great difficulty you will hear someone say, “I know that you have lost everything but you still have each other.” What they are doing is exactly what Paul did here, “You all are going to make it & only the vehicle that got you here is going to get destroyed.” If the worst thing that could happen is the loss of life & that’s not going to happen then already things are looking up!

2. Vs. 23 Gave them perspective: Paul had been exposed to the same perils they had but he was comforted by the presence of God in the midst of the typhoon trial. In other words God did not take him from the pressure of the trial rather Paul had the assurance of God’s presence in the midst of it. In the darkest of nights all hope that they would be saved given up, the presence of the Lord stands by him. Here’s where I’m going with this so pay attention, we often think when we have given up all hope that we are going to be saved that what we need is the pressure to change in order to gain perspective on our situation. But what we really need is not a change in the situation but rather the assurance of God’s presence in the midst of it. In the 139th Psalm David comes to this realization when he writes, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. If I say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on me," Even the night shall be light about me; Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You.” Simply put it is assurance that God is standing with us in our situation that gives us perspective not being removed from it. 

3. Vs. 24 Showed the Process not just the victory: Notice this, Paul did not portray himself as one that never struggled as they did. No, in the words of the angel of God clearly Paul had been afraid & doubted God’s ability to keep His word. Other wise the angel of the Lord would not have said “Stop being afraid….you must be brought before Caesar.” What this reveals is that Paul was experiencing the same emotional hopelessness in the situation as they were presently & that God’s presence changed his heart. Simply put Paul showed that, “If God can change my heart He can change yours too!”  I love the fact here in verse 24 that the angel of the Lord told Paul that God had granted to him all who sailed with him. It reveals to things:

a. Paul was praying for his shipmates.

b. God was going to save them based upon His grace. The word, “granted” in Greek is literally “graced”. They were going to be saved from harm because of God’s grace.   

4. Vs. 25-26 Showed that the key to a calm heart was trust in God not the situation.: Here in this verse we have a great definition of what it means to have trust in God & His Word, “I believe God that it will be just as it was told me.” Did you notice that Paul does not say, “I believe in the existence of God”? Instead Paul is declaring his total confidence in God & His promises seeing in His Word. And when did Paul declare such trust? Well when all hope of being saved was lost! Now look at verse 26 in light of Paul’s trust in God & His Word. Paul says, “Hey, the circumstances are not what you base your hope & confidence on.” Oh to God that we would learn to trust God not only WHEN there is no other hope but rather BECAUSE there is no other hope! Let me put it to you this way, “We always interpret our situations but what we know to be true about God & not interpret who God is based upon our circumstances!” 

So Paul communicated four things that made people want to follow him:

· Encouragement: God’s in control
· Perspective: God’s with us
· Progress: God’s at work in me
· Truth: God will do what He said He wouldHis HH    

I challenge you to write those four things down so that you can easily find them in order to remind yourself of the hope you have in Christ!  

III.) Vs. 27-38 Don’t jump ship

Vs. 27-29 A British sailor named James Smith wrote a book called “The Voyage & Shipwreck of St. Paul” based upon his discoveries. He found that the drift of a ship of that size in those conditions would travel 36 miles in 24 hours. The distance of the Island of Clauda (verse 16) which is right off of Crete to the eastern tip of Malta (28:1) is 476.6 miles, which at the rate of speed would have taken them 13 days one hour & 21 minutes to reach this place. Again based upon those calculations a ship leaving Clauda in the evening would have reached about three miles off the shore of Malta around midnight of the 14th day right at what is called today, “”St. Paul’s Bay”! Now they probably could hear in the distance the pounding of the surf & as they took soundings they found that they were at 120 feet then as then sailed a little farther in the dark they found that they were at 90 feet. So they dropped anchors from the stern in order to keep the bow pointed towards the shore & prayed that daylight would come before they drifted onto the rocks. 

Vs. 30-32 Here we see yet another way Paul demonstrated good decisions, He sweated the details! Look at these verses carefully & it reveals that Paul stayed on top of what was going on. As the sailors sought to save their own lives at the expense of every one else Paul noticed that they pretended to need the small life boat to stretch out or lay out the anchors in front of the ship. But Paul thought, “Hey wait a minute if we set anchors in front of the ship that will cause the bow to head out to sea instead towards shore.”  So Paul springs into action & lets the centurion Julius know what was going on & that if the sailors leave every body will be in jeopardy. 


Now here is an interesting section of scripture in dealing with God’s promises & human responsibility, or if you will in theological terms “predestination & freewill”. In verse 24 God promised Paul that every life would be spared & that only the property would be lost but here Paul clearly warns Julius that unless the sailors stayed aboard he would not be saved. You see God’s promise includes mans responsibility to obey His commands. God’s promise to Paul never canceled out the sailor’s responsibility to obey & just because God announced the end result prior to it happen does not lesson all that were aboard the ships responsibility to stay upon the ship. The bottom-line? Stay aboard Jesus & don’t jump ship & if you have to cut away any means of escape!   

Vs. 33-34 Here is another way Paul showed good decisions, They were very practical! Paul did not just say, “Hey, fellows that Lord is in this so don’t worry!” No, he said, “Hey guys the Lord is in this so you need to prepare yourselves so that He can work through you.” All to often we tend to say things like, “Well it’s all going to work out some way or the other!” Instead clearly Paul believed that the Lord was going to keep His word but he also approached this with common since. There are far to many Christians out there who believe that trust in God means that we don’t do anything & that’s not at all what it means. Rather it means that we allow Him to work through us! 

Vs. 35-38 I love the fact that Paul led by example & what was that example? Well it’s found in the word “gave thanks” which is the word we get our English word Eucharist from. Now I’m suggesting that Paul had communion with them rather I’m suggesting that Paul thanked the Lord for His provision in front of them all. In other words Paul demonstrated his decision-making ability by showing that he recognized that the Lord was the only One providing for his well being! 


So how did Paul respond to this crisis? Well we have seen by:

· standing up in the midst of a crisis
· instilling confidence through communication
· sweating the details
· being very practical
· recognizing that the Lord was the One providing
IV.) Vs. 39-44 Saved surfers

Vs. 39-42 Now I find it interesting that daylight did not immediately change the fact that they still did not know where they were but neither did it change how they were going to respond. In fact the their circumstances got worse not better. They are prepared to make it to shore in the ship & lighten the load as well as hoist the main sail & aimed for the beech, all of which were right decisions. But things don’t work out according to their plan but they were working out according to what the Lord told Paul that no loss of life only the ship. Here’s my point if their confidence was in their decision-making then they would have been bummed out & would have acted as they did, (to kill the prisoners). Folk’s obstacles will come at us even when we make good godly plans. Our ship will run aground, become immovable & break apart between to seas at times. And we will have some planning our destruction as well but God will always have a “centurion” who will save us & provide means of escape. Some times we will have to “swim” to shore, some will get to surf on “boards” other will hang onto “broken pieces of ship”. But I guarantee as you trust Jesus all will escape safely to land. 


Hey Christian you maybe here today & reading this text your feeling a bit like you were on this ship. Perhaps your feeling like everything is going wrong in your life. May I suggest to you to turn to Jesus as Paul clearly did in the midst of his typhoon trial if you do you will find out that though “Everything is going wrong it will all turn out alright in Him!”        
Acts

“Jesus” The Sequel

III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”

Chp. 18:22-28 The royal route to Rome (3rd trip)
28:1-16

“The end of the beginning”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 1-6 Sticks & snakes

III.) Vs. 7-10 Refuge & healing

IV.) Vs. 11-16 Fellowship of saints

I.) Intro.
Luke started this book writing to “Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen.” So we have come to the final chapter of the book of Acts but in reality it is the first chapter of Church history. A history, which stands for the acronym (His Story), which includes you & I. The Church age began at the ascension of Jesus but continues until He takes us home. Now I’m not sure but I wonder if in haven there is volume after volume of Acts in which the names of His servants appear & what He did in & through them. If that is the case then what you & I are now doing in these bodies is writing new sentences, paragraphs & chapters! 


With that said I think most of us tend to think in terms of large events, you know that crusade we led or the dead that rose as we raised them up. But I’m reminded in this chapter that God looks at all that we do in His name, in fact the events of this chapter are about the small things done for Christ. Luke records for us Paul picking up sticks so those 275 sailors, soldiers & sinners could find warmth. Further more he records the generosity of the governor of the small Island of Malta & the healing of His Father. Finally Luke records for us the love & welcoming of Paul by the Christians who had never met him. These are hardly the events that we would put down as spectacular but they are recorded & not only that they take up a whole chapter. Jesus spoke this parable to His disciples saying, “for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” And they asked, “when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink, a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You, sick, or in prison, and come to You?”  And Jesus answered, “inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” Wow, think of that folks! It is the common ordinary things that we do that may have a greater impact then we could ever imagine! 

II.) Vs. 1-6 Sticks & snakes

Vs. 1-2 Luke opens this chapter on the heals of the words of 27:44 “they all escaped safely to land”, the land was a small Island called Malta an appropriate name as it means “refuge”. Malta is an Island 18 miles long by 8 miles wide, which is about 58 miles from Sicily. 

Now I’ve been thinking about this little island & why it was that Paul was shipwrecked here for three months, (verse 11). 

· First off it is interesting that such a small insignificant place would become a “refuge” for Paul & those with him. What this means to me is that a lot of the time I’m upset over being in a place of unimportance but what I fail to realize is that God has caused me to wash a shore to bless me. Have you found out lately that you are off your coarse in a place that you would rather not be? Perhaps the Lord has shipwrecked you to bless you? 

· Second the inhabitants have some interesting characteristics. The word “natives” is the word barbarians in the Greek. It is a word that Greeks used to describe any person who did not speak their language as they mimicked their native tongue by saying that it sound as if they were saying bar, bar, bar! 

a. Here’s what Luke says about these islanders they “kept showing” “unusual love of mankind”! The word appears only one other place in the N.T. in Titus 3:4 where Paul writes, “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appear..”  “Kindness & love”, that’s how the Lord blessed Paul & his shipmates. Imagine this scene as the rain was pouring down upon these 276 survivors, instead of sifting through the wreckage, they see the need & start building a fire so they could be warmed. 

b. The words “made us all welcome” is literally “took us all to themselves”. Really all? Remember the ship was made up off sailors, soldiers & condemned sinners. It is a marvelous ministry that makes all “warm by the fires of His grace”. No matter who they were they did not differentiate, ALL were taken in by their kindness & love! Is that not great? Don’t you want to be shipwrecked on an island where people pour out their love towards you no matter what your background? 

Hey, I have an idea why don’t we make our little 3,100 square foot shipwrecked facility a refuge to all who get washed up on our shores? We can all be native islanders pouring out the kindness & love of Jesus warming them by the fires of His grace!     

Vs. 3a “How can I do that?”, you ask! Well I just love this next verse, “Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks & laid them on the fire!” Luke just states that so simply, as if it was no big deal. But I want you to be a shipwreck survivor for a moment. You have come through the pounding surf, it’s pouring down rain on you & what is the last thing you want to do? ANYTHING! This was Paul the Apostle it was his godly council that saved their lives, he is the greatest preacher in the world. A Roman citizen who is on his way to speak to Caesar Nero & what do we see him doing? Picking up sticks with the Malta islanders! 

Let me ask you a question, “Do you want to have an impact upon the shipwreck survivors of this world?” “Do you want folks to come & warm themselves by the fires of God’s grace?” Then do as Paul did & just be willing to “pick up sticks”. Paul was willing to do what ever it took so that others could get warm. I’m so blessed to be a part of a body of believers who are willing to pick up sticks so that others can come & be warmed be the fires of his love & grace. This past week I’ve watched so many of the body come & help get our new facility ready for all of us. Not every body was working, some stopped by with sodas & food. Others took their vacation time so that they could help with the painting, just “picking up sticks!”  

Vs. 3b-6 Now you can probably guess where I’m going with this next few verses. This passage reveal to us three reasons why people are afraid to get involved “picking up sticks”.
a. SNAKE BITES (spiritual warfare) Vs. 3b “A viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand.” Now before we get into this let me point out the obvious, this snakebite happened as Paul was attempting to help others. Evidently while Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks there was a snake that had made it’s home in them. Snakes always make their home in dead wood don’t they? Paul was laboring to keep folks warm by burning off that which was dead & a poisonous snake comes out & bites him hanging onto his hand. May I make this simple observation people don’t get involved in serving others because they are afraid of snakebites. Now we all know who the “serpent of old” is, it’s satan, & he is never very happy when we are gathering what is dead to warm those who are cold! People often think, “Hey if I just mind my own business I won’t have any spiritual warfare!” And there may be some truth to that but neither will the fires of His grace warm you. You see as you gather dead would to be warmed & you stay warm as well! 

b. SHEEP BITES (attacks from people you’re trying to help) Vs. 4-5 These folks saw Paul’s plight & assumed that what was coming upon his was because of some hidden sin. They saw his calamity as proof of evil & that he was being judged by Dike the goddess of justice, having been saved from the seas he was now being judged by being bitten by a poisonous snake. People don’t want to serve other because they risk getting misunderstood by those they are trying to serve. How did Paul handle such allegations? Well look at verse 5, “he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm.” Hey, is that not great advice? Paul was being misunderstood so what did he do? Well here’s what he didn’t do, “This thing, uh it’s not a snake, it’s a rope, yeh that’s it a rope!” No Paul said nothing & shook it off into the fire of His grace. That’s, what to do with both snake bites as well as sheep bites shake them off your hand into the fires of His grace!  

c. PERSONAL BITES (battles with personal pride) Vs. 6 Now here is the funny thing about people, they are extremely fickle aren’t they? They are watching Paul waiting for him to swell up & die but nothing happens so they change their minds & put him upon a pedestal! May I suggest to you that Paul had far more danger it this point they he did from either the snakebite or the sheep bite? Pride is by far & away the most dangerous & infectious bite we can incur. How did Paul handle this type of personal bite? Well notice in the text that nothing is mentioned about his rebuking them or anything at all. So how did Paul deal with this issue of people putting him upon a pedestal? Well with silence, no doubt he recalled that it was the same folks who were a moment ago suggesting that he was being judged.       

III.) Vs. 7-10 Refuge & healing

Vs. 7-8 The chief Magistrate of the island was named Publius or (Common) but again like his fellow islanders he was anything but common. For three days they took in the victims of the shipwreck onto his estate. Here is the leading man of the island & he takes in 276 sailors, soldiers & condemned sinners for three days treats them as kindly. 

Further more he did so, according to verse 8, while his father lie ill with a fever & dysentery. We can’t be sure but there is an aliment called Malta fever caused by a microbe found in goat’s milk. There is now a vaccine for it’s treatment but then the illness could last anywhere from four months to several years. Again what is the last thing you want to do when you have been caring for someone who has been ill for several months? Entertain others! Yet it is because he does so that we read that Paul went to his father prayed for him & lay his hands on him & he was healed. Two points on this one from the perspective of Publius & the other from Paul:

a. Publius, was blessed when he allowed himself to be inconvenienced. How many times have we lost out because we did not want to be bothered? Man does that speak to me to serve not only when it is convenient for me but when it is not. You never know what or who might get healed because you served others!  

b. Paul, laid his hand upon Publius’ father! Yeh, so? Well think of this won’t you? Paul had been snake bit because he was picking up sticks but not only did that not effect him God used that to open up the door to heal. God is always using those trying times in our lives if we let Him. Now the word “heal” in this verse means instantly but as the islanders came out & were healed the word is different there it means “cured”. Some times God’s work through us takes a little more time! 

Vs. 9-10 Again notice the repetition of Paul serving then being blessed! Do you see that? Paul Heals Publius father then word gets out & all those from the island start showing up & God works through Paul & they are getting cured. The Word “honored” is where we get our English word “honorarium” from. Simple put these folks blessed Paul by providing such things as were necessary. Are you in need or lacking something? Well here just a suggestion why not try serving others  as you can never out give God! 


Here is what we see repeated over & over again in Paul’s life he made himself a servant & God provided all his needs! Paul gave of his time, talent & treasure & God made sure that he had no lack. Paul would later write to Timothy these words that he lived by, ‘godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”  May we so live our lives!

IV.) Vs. 11-16 Fellowship of saints

Vs. 11 Luke tells us that Paul blessed shipwreck upon the Island of Refuge lasted three months probably from November to mid Febuary. There they caught another ship wintering on the island called the “Twin Brothers” named for the Zeus’s twin sons Castor & Pollux who were the god’s of navigation & the protector of sailors. As Paul got aboard the ship how he must have chuckled at the foolishness of Idolatry as men look to the constellations as watching over their care instead of the creators of the stars who died upon a cross proving that He cares! 

Vs. 12-13 From Malta they sail to 80 miles north to the tip of Sicily & its most important city Syracuse where they unload the ship for three days. From there they sail further north along the Straits of Messina to the very tip of the boot of Italy, called Rhegium. From there they finally get a favorable wind & sail 180  miles to the port near Naples called Puteoli, which means “sulfur wells” & as you can guess by the name is very close to Pompeii. 

Vs. 14-15 Now look at this verse Paul found believers there at Puteoli & as they had to stay their seven days was able to have fellowship with them. Now doubt those believers got word to their friends that the one who had written them a letter was on his way. So they travel up the Apia road towards Rome & in turn many of the believers travel to meet Paul along his way towards them. It was 130 miles from Puteoli to Rome & Appii Forum was 40 miles from Rome with Three Inns being about 30 miles. Paul was greatly encouraged as they came out to meet him. The way this is worded reminds us of how the Romans would great a conquering general or Emperor & not a chained prisoner. Can you picture the soldiers & prisoners as they witnessed the body of Christ reaching out in love to Paul? We leave this section to finish up next week with Paul chained to the guard but free to meet with the body of Christ. So how does this speak to you? Well it does not take much to lift the spirits of your brothers & sisters in Christ does it. I can’t help but noticing that some of the Christians traveled a little farther then other to be a blessing how about you? Are you willing to travel a little further out side of your comfort zone to be a blessing to others?    
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III.) Chp. 13-28 “Witnesses to the end of the earth”
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“Where the saints have trod”

I.) Intro.  

II.) Vs. 17-23 May I have a word with you?

III.) Vs. 24-27 Hearing, seeing, understanding & perceiving

IV.) Vs. 28-31 Preaching & teaching in all confidence

I.) Intro.
Have you ever watched one of those old westerns on T.V. where the hero of the story fades off into the sunset & your left with many questions? Well that is how Luke ends this book. Look at verse 30 for a moment, “Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him.” 

· Did he ever have his trial before Caesar?

· Did he ever get released & if so what did he do?

· How did he die?

Are just some of the many unanswered questions concerning Paul & his ministry that Luke does not enlighten us with the answers. Instead Luke gives us a vague picture of his ministry in the capital city of the empire prior to his trial. Now I personally find a message in the way Luke finishes this book you could call it, “What to do when you don’t know what to do!” Paul is chained to a guard in six hour shifts under house arrest unable to go & do what he wanted to do, reach the world, so what did he do? Well Luke tells us he, “received all who came to him”. If you permit me to be very simplistic Luke records Paul’s continual life in which he repeated three things over & over by word & action:

1. “I love you”: Paul wanted always to establish his love for those that he was trying to reach.

2. “God loves you”: Next Paul weaved his way through scripture speaking of the nature of God & His heart towards man kind in spite of their hatred or indifference towards God. 

3. “I’ll never stop loving you so that you too will love God”: Paul was singled minded, his purpose to all who came to him was to get people to know of God’s love for them & their need for God.         

So there you have it, “What to do when you don’t know what to do!” Love people, speak of God’s love for people & don’t stop telling people of God’s love for them! There is a stanza in the old hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers” that goes, “We are treading where the saints have trod; we are not divided, all one body we, one in hope & doctrine, one in charity.” Folks, there is great comfort in the final few verses of this book as we know that “We are treading where the saints have trod.” Turn with me now as we look at the final 15 verses of this book & discover what we ought to do when we don’t know what to do!  

II.) Vs. 17-23 May I have a word with you?

Vs. 17a “And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together.” I’ve got to stop here for a moment & say something about Paul here? Paul was extremely “diligent” allowing only three days to pass before he started ministering. He could have come up with many ligament excuses, “Man I need to rest a while I’ve just come from a near fatal voyage.” 

The word “diligent” is used 10 times in the Bible always as an exhortation. Webster’s defines the word by saying that it is a, “Steady application in business of any kind; constant effort to accomplish what is undertaken; exertion of body or mind without unnecessary delay or sloth. Then he writes this comment, “Diligence is the philosophers stone that turns every thing to gold.” What this shows us is that to reach the world, even when you don’t know what to do, it will take an attitude that is willing to apply “Steady application in business of any kind; constant effort to accomplish what is undertaken.”  


There are far to many Christian’s running around with a faulty understanding of grace. How will you know if grace is motivating you? Well you will have a “constant effort to accomplish what is undertaken”. The bottom line is that those under grace don’t procrastinate they are diligent. 

I Love you guy’s
Vs. 17b-19 Now as Paul calls the religious leaders of the Jews in Rome he has three things to tell them concerning the reason why he is in Rome but in saying those three things he really wants them to know that he loves them.

a. Vs. 17b “I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers”. Paul had the difficulty of trying to explain why he was a prisoner with the charges of being against his own people. So he says, “They’re not your people they’re OUR people.” “I’m part of you!” Paul says. Second, he says that he is not against their religion. Again notice that Paul’s use the word OUR when speaking about the customs of the fathers. So what is Paul saying about his love for them? Well he is saying that he is loyal! 

b. Vs. 17c-19a Next Paul shows that it was not he who showed a lack of love, it was the religious leaders in Jerusalem. “Even though I was loyal, they were not loyal towards me & instead turned me over to the Romans.” Paul continues in verse 18 by saying that, “Rome had no cause for putting him to death.” The Roman’s found Paul innocent & it would have ended that way had it not been for the protest of the religious leaders therefore Paul was compelled or obliged to appeal to Caesar. So what is Paul saying about why he did what he did? Well he is saying that his love for them in spite of their hatred obligated him to appeal to Caesar. Paul would write in 2 Cor. 5:14 that “the love of Christ constrains him.” Paul’s point is to show that his obligation or motivation was always LOVE! 

c. Vs. 19b-20a Next Paul says that even though they were motivated out of hate he still has nothing against them. Quite the opposite it was because of his love for them that he was now going to speak to them. It was for this reason that Paul exercised his voice of love towards them. Simply put Paul had gotten into this whole ordeal because he was willing to speak the truth in love. Folks that’s always an important element in loving someone, communication!   

There is one more thing that demonstrated Paul’s love towards & it’s found in verses 23, where we are told that Paul “explained and solemnly testified” concerning Jesus. So what did Paul explain & testify about? Well it was his one experience with the Lord. Ultimately that is what you share with someone you love your own experience of that love.   


So Paul demonstrated his L O V E towards them by, (using love as an acronym)

· Loyalty

· Obligation

· Voice

· Experience 

Vs. 21-22 Now we are not quite sure why they had not heard of Paul or of the charges against him but several possibilities come to mind.

a. Ten years earlier there had been riots in Rome over the Christian issue, so perhaps they did not want to make a big deal out of it.

b. What papers concerning the charges against Paul that were on the ship might have been lost at the time of the shipwreck.

c. Paul’s was most likely the first ship to arrive since leaving port at Caesarea.

What they did want to know as more about Jesus & what Paul thought about Him, to which Paul was more then happy to comply. Based upon verse 23 Paul’s “solemn explanation” was twofold:  

1. Kingdom of God: Paul explained to them using the Jewish scriptures the nature & coming of God’s kingdom. He shared how God had a plan for man’s redemption & His rule that went far beyond the Jewish concept of earthly territory & a ruling King over the earth, as Jesus said in John 18:36 that His “kingdom is not of this world.” He would not just rule over man but rather He would rule in man! God desires not to just rule over mankind but rather His desire is to come & dwell in our hearts & thereby rule in us.  

2. Concerning Jesus: Second, Paul shared with them HOW this was only possible through God sending His only Son. Simply put Paul shared the gospel (God news) that Jesus is God’s plan! 

So far we have seen what Paul did when he didn’t know what to do was:

· Love people

· Speak of God’s love for people

That’s pretty basic isn’t it? Man you don’t have to wonder what God wants you to do any more do you, just love people & speak of His love for people! Well how did he do so? Well we are told that Paul used the “Law of Moses & the prophets” & that he did so from morning till evening! Paul expounded the truth from truth not a “burning in the bosom”. Paul’s testimony was faith founded upon fact not just emotionalism!   

III.) Vs. 24-27 Hearing, seeing, understanding & perceiving

Vs. 24 After a daylong exposition of scripture the hearts of those that listened were divided. The Greek reads it this way, “some began to be persuaded” & others “continued to disbelieve”. In other words they all came into this teaching time with “disbelief” but the Holy Spirit worked upon the hearts of some that began to be persuaded! 

Vs. 25-27 The words “did not agree” are only found here in the N.T. & mean “without symphony or out of harmony”. In other words they came in singing the same tune but left singing to different tunes. Why? 

Well Paul is going to quote a familiar verse to explain the reason. In fact this is the fourth time you will find this verse quoted in scripture. 

· The Lord first had Isaiah say these words in 6:9-10 to a nation that had hardened its heart towards truth. 
· Then Jesus used those same passages for the reason of the change in His teaching style as He began to use parables. 
· The apostle John (John 12:36-43) uses the Isaiah 6 passage as a commentary on the nations refusal to believe in His light instead “loving the praise of men more than the praise of God.”  
· Finally we come to this use of it by Paul in Acts, as a warning against a hard heart of those whom he had just explained the gospel to. 

Vs. 26-27 Clearly the Holy Spirit draws a distinction between HEARING & UNDERSTANDING as well as SEEING & PERCEIVING. So we need to ask ourselves, “What causes some to hear but not understand & some to see but not perceive?” Well let’s see here there are three involved in this whole process:

a. Vs. 25 The Holy Spirit: That would be God communicating His heart of truth in Love. Safe to say that if people don’t respond then it is not God’s fault.     

b. Vs. 26 The prophet: That is to say God uses the servant to speak the truth. Now we can safely rule out him assuming the servant speaks what God’s word has to say.

c. Vs. 27 The heart of the people: Here then is the only conclusion why people don’t respond to God’s truth in love. Their hearts had grown dull. Do you see that? It was a gradual process of not responding to His truth in love that had caused their condition. They had stopped up their ears as to not listen & they had closed their eyes as to not see. And why would they do so? Well because if they had kept their ears & eyes open then they would of understood with their hearts & turned & God would of healed them of the fatal disease of unbelief!  This is exactly what Jesus said in John 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”  

IV.) Vs. 28-31 Preaching & teaching in all confidence

Vs. 28-29 After stating the reason for their rejection of truth Paul says, that God has sent him to speak to the Gentiles & they are open to the work of the Holy Spirit! Is that not amazing when you consider it? God has been speaking of His love towards folks & some just refuse to listen because they would rather live in the filth of their own lives! 

Vs. 30-31 Before we attempt to fill in the blanks not given us by Luke lets draw on how Paul shared God’s love.

· He proclaimed to everyone that came to him

· He taught from the Word of God

· He did so at every opportunity

· His message was Jesus

· He spoke simply (with all confidence)

· He did some in humility (own rented house)


Now during those two years in Rome awaiting his trial before Caesar we know what he did when he did know what to do. 

a. Wrote four letters of the N.T. (Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians & Philemon.)

b. Preached to the guards that were on six hour shifts chained to him & some of them got saved as Phil. 1:12-14, 4:22 tells us.

c. Expected to be released according to Phile. 1:22, Phil. 1:23-27, 2:24.

d. Had visitors who stayed with him such as Timothy, Luke, John Mark, Aristarchus, Epaphras, Justus & Demas. 

e. Met with Onesimus & led him to faith in Christ & back to his master Philemon. Received a love offering from Epaphroditus who almost died bringing it from the Church at Philippi. Used Tychicus as a mailman delivering letters to Ephesus, Colossi & one to Philemon. 

f. Based upon Paul’s pastoral letters to Timothy & Titus we believe that he was released soon after the two year period most likely because his accusers never came & the statue of limitation came up, (2 years). He probably did travel to Spain & some say even to the British Isles. We know that he left Titus on the Island of Crete to establish leadership. He left Trophimus sick in Miletus & Timothy he had go & pastor the Church in Ephesus. It is believed that he was rearrested around the year 67 AD & placed in a dungeon as he says as much in 2 Tim. This all was to much for Demas who left him being only taken care of by the family of Onesiphorus & longing to see Timothy & John Mark before he was beheaded outside Rome. There is no mention of the believers in Rome attending to him which is quite sad considering his love for them. 

Paul had declared how he lived his life back in the 20 chapter by saying, “none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”          

