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1 Corinthians

1:1-9

“A Church in need of Christ”

I.  Introduction: Background to 1 Corinthians

II. Vs. 1-3 Greetings in grace

I. Introduction: Background to 1 Corinthians
I’ve taken a title to this series of studies that, the more I say it, the more strange it sounds -- “A Church in need of Christ”.  In writing this, my hope is that, as we say it, we would immediately place a question mark at the end of the sentence. I mean how can a Church, the body of Christ, be in need of Christ?  I came about the title by observing the first nine verses in the NKJ (they make up 174 words) and contrasting those 174 with the rest of the 16 chapters that make up this book.  As I read them I noticed how many times Paul used the words God, Father, Lord, Jesus, Christ, Son and by Him.  32 times in 174 words, or once every 5 ¼ words, Paul would use one of those words. It reminded me of when my children were younger, and we would talk to them and ask them questions about the Bible.  They would blurt out the answer always starting with one of these words knowing that they had a 90% chance of being right. To explain why this is a fitting title for this series of studies, we need to examine two things:

· The location where this letter was sent

· The people to whom it was sent

Corinth was located on a four-mile wide isthmus that connects the southern part of Greece with the northern part of Greece. As such, it was a double port city between the Aegean Sea and Adriatic Sea making it the safest, most economical way of getting goods from one part of the Roman kingdom to the other. The alternative was to attempt to sail 250 miles around the southern tip of Greece which was so dangerous that a Greek historian said a sailor would never sail this way around the tip of Greece without first writing his will.  So most ship captains would choose to put their ships on skids or rollers and roll them across the land gaining this area the name of “dialcos” or the place of dragging across.  Corinth was also quite wealthy because of the trading that went on here  and was also a famous sports town, as it had one of the most important athletic festivals (second only to the Olympian games) called the Isthmian games.  Some 2,000 feet above the city was the Acrocorinth, which was large enough to hold the entire city dedicated to Aphrodite’s the “goddess of love”. Over 1,000 temple prostitutes would come into the city at night to ply their trade among those that came to Corinth.  The fact is Corinth was famous for its moral corruption so much so that to call a person a Corinthian meant that they behaved in total immorality. When looking at the ancient city of Corinth, many a commentator has made the observation that Corinth looked a lot like California, and I would agree. If you ever travel and folks ask where you are from and you tell them California, they get a strange look on their faces don’t they. When we were up visiting some friends in Idaho several years ago we noticed that almost every car had a bumper sticker that said, “Welcome to Idaho Californians now go home”.  It was obvious that Californians had not made a favorable impression on the natives. 

The Church: Yet with all the carnality in Corinth the Lord still called Paul to start a church here on his second missionary journey.  Paul had been ministering in the Macedonian area working his way from Philippi to Thessalonica, then on to Berea and then Athens before finally coming to Corinth.  Paul stayed longer in Corinth than any of the other cities largely because of two separate reasons.

a. Success:  He met Aquila and Priscilla who were believers driven out of Rome now working in their trade as leather workers or tent makers. Paul worked and lived with them preaching in the synagogue on the Sabbaths. This had a great impact as many of the Greeks, as well as the Jews, began to trust in Jesus. In fact, it was here that Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, along with his household received their Messiah, (in verse 1:14 Paul mentions him as one of the two that he personally baptized).  

b. Victory: In Acts 18, we are told that the new leader of the synagogue, Sosthenes, brought charges against Paul for preaching the gospel to the Judge, Gallio, who threw the case out of court making Christianity a sect of Judaism then legal to be proclaimed. Thus, this victory enabled Paul, along with Silas and Timothy, to remain longer in Corinth, after which he, Aquila and Priscilla left and went to Ephesus, where he then left them and went back to Israel. 

Now while Paul was in Israel and Antioch, Aquila and Priscilla met Apollos, a Jewish man from Alexandria, who was a gifted teacher.  After hearing him speak they explained to him the word more accurately making up for some of his lack of knowledge.  Apollos we are told desires to come to Achaia (Greece) and ends up being the second pastor of the Church in Corinth. In the 20th chapter of Acts, we are told that Paul again visited Corinth for three months on his third missionary journey. Apparently, what Paul had observed caused him to write a letter to them, which he makes reference to in 5:1, where Paul says, “I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.” Apparently, the Church in Corinth wrote back asking a series of questions which we will pick up with starting in chapter seven. The letter was delivered by those from Chloe’s household (1:11) who went on to tell Paul that there were still ongoing problems in this church which was now some 4 years old. This letter, then, is Paul’s response to Chloe’s bad report card. In the first six chapters, Paul will address a church that has become divided and a Church that has become far too much like the city in which they lived.  I’m amazed that the response to Paul’s rebuke was a letter that wanted to know more about certain doctrinal positions while practically they were not living what they knew already. What had happened to a church that had so much? They were a Church that had trusted Christ but had not left Corinth. They were called to be fishers of men, but their nets needed to be mended as no fish were being caught. As such, what this church needed was Christ! 

II. Vs. 1-3 Greetings in grace

Vs. 1  There was a form in which all ancient letters were written, and this one is no different.  Ancient letters started with the writer identifying himself then moved to who he was writing to, and then a greeting with a thanksgiving. This morning, we will get no further then verse 3, which happens to be the end of the thanksgiving.


Paul identifies himself with the phrase, “called an apostle” of Jesus Christ (the words to be are not in the Greek). The words “to be” make it sound as though this is what Paul called himself instead of what God had called him to. It was God’s will, not Paul’s, that had placed him in this position of authority. The reason for stating this is going to be abundantly clear as we get to the division spoken about in verse 11-13, but for now, the simple reason was to let them know that he was going to speak to them from a position of authority.  But whose authority?  The word “apostle” was not an unfamiliar term to those that would read this letter. You see, an apostle was a person sent out from a court or government with full authority of the sending party; they were the representatives, or ambassadors, of the party that sent them. The word literally means “sent out ones” but, more than just being sent out, they are sent out with full authority representing the one that sent them. How did Paul come by this? Well, he tells us two things:

a. He was called: It was a calling, not a title or a career path.  

b. It was God’s will: Second, this calling was not part of his plan rather it was part of God’s plan. 

So who sent Paul out with authority? Well, it was Jesus Christ by the will of the Father,  that’s who! 

Now I recognize that some churches or religions use the word “apostle” to designate their leaders, and so some want to know whether or not there are “apostles” today. In one sense, all that have received Jesus are sent out with full authority representing the one that sent them; but, as far as leadership goes in the church, there were three things necessary for a person to be considered to be an apostle:

1. Acts 1:21-22:  “of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.” Simply put someone who was eyewitness of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hold on there.  Paul was not part of the original 12, so how could he be a disciple?  Well, in the 15th chapter of this book, Paul is answering their question on the resurrection and in the 8th verse he says, “last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.” So clearly, Paul did fit this as Jesus appeared to him much later.

2. Acts 6:4:  They had to be devoted to prayer and teaching the Word of God, equipping the church for the work of the Lord.  As such, Paul says in Gal. 2:7-8 that those in leadership “saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter (for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles)”. 

3. 2 Cor. 12:12:  Here, Paul defends his apostleship by saying that “the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” So miraculous signs accompanied an apostle! 

Paul also mentions Sosthenes as being with him while he wrote this letter. Sosthenes was the Rabbi that succeeded Crispus in the synagogue after he got saved. You will remember that Sosthenes is the guy that brought charges against Paul and was beaten after Gallio dismissed them. Is that not great that Sosthenes has become a “brother” in the Lord?  We are not told how it happened, but it would not surprise me to find out that it was Paul and the believers that attended to his wounds after he was beaten. These Corinthians would be well aware of Sosthenes’ conversion and the power of a changed life. 

In vs. 2, Paul now addresses to whom he writes, and it is here that we have the answer to the problems of the Church at Corinth. Look carefully at how Paul addresses them, “To the church of God which is at Corinth”. Paul does not merely give their location to describe their identity. He doesn’t say “to the Church of the Corinthians”. No, it is the “Church of God”.  The word “Church” is the Greek word “ecclesia” which was a common Greek word that meant “called out ones”, and, like the word apostle, it represented someone called out to lead sort of like a person elected to a “town council”. The people that would make up the “ecclesia” were men who were free citizens of Rome.  It was their responsibility to oversee the needs of the city. Here is my point: 

· “The problems in the Church located at Corinth was that they had forgotten they were first and foremost the Church of God and, because of this, they began to look more like the Church of Corinth!” 

Paul goes on to tell them what it meant to be called out:

a. “To those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus”: This qualifies the called out ones by telling us that they are set apart in Christ. The word “sanctified”, or set apart, is a term that was used to describe the things in the temple. In other words, they weren’t just set apart; they were set apart for a Holy purpose. These Corinthians had forgotten their original purpose; they were set apart to be Holy in Christ Jesus. They had started to live life as if it belonged to them; it was their Church and no longer God’s Church and, as such, their identity became in who their specific teacher was.   

b. “Called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours”: Again, you will notice that the words “to be” are italicized and, as such, are not in the Greek. Again, I remind you that this Church was carnal; they were a mess, yet Paul calls them saints. They didn’t claim sainthood; they were saints.  “Saints” is word that Paul will use 40 times in his letters, and each and every time he uses it, he does so in the same way. In the Catholic Church, there are specific requirements to becoming a saint:

1. You must have lived an extraordinary life, self-sacrificing and especially pious.

2. After you have died, you need to be able to perform miracles for people who pray to you, and there have to be enough of the folks who pray to you that can say that you have done enough miracles so that the cardinals and pope will vote you in. 

Now I’ve got a few problems with these requirements as seen here in 1 Corinthians:

· First, based upon these 16 chapters, these folks weren’t living an extraordinary life; it wasn’t self-sacrificing, and it was anything but pious. That is why Paul is writing to them that their life was not even ordinary.

· Second, Paul is a very bright guy, and I don’t think that he was writing to dead people expecting them to start living as the Church of God. 

· Finally, I’m pretty sure that no one was praying to a live carnal Christian living in Corinth and having miracles done, and there were no cardinals or a pope to even vote. 

So, what are you saying pastor? Well, the Bible is saying that “saints”, as the Catholic Church practices, are really “aints”! So who are “saints”? Well, Paul tells us, “all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord”. In other words, “all saints are saved and all saved are saints!” Now it is equally clear that this may have been their position in Christ, but it was far from their practice.  The problem was not in their calling as saints, rather it was in the fact that they were not living as those who have called on the name of Jesus Christ, thus becoming the Church of God. How glorious is this: that Paul can call these folks “set apart” in Jesus Christ our Lord when they were not living as if they were. I cannot over say how important these nine verses are to understanding what went wrong with the Church in Corinth. The problem with the Church in Corinth was that they had forgotten who they belonged to and, as such, they had forgotten they had been set apart to Jesus. Simply put, we must never forget Who our Father is! I heard a father tell his son one time, “Son, I’ve had this name given to me by my father and my father had it given him by his father. It’s your name now as well, so remember that as I have tried to do nothing that would cause people to think ill of it and expect you to do the same at least as long as I’m alive!” God is the one that has given us our name, the Church of God!  

Vs. 3 I can’t think of a better time to have the words in verse three before us, “Grace and peace”. Though these were common greetings, they were from the Greek culture as well as the Hebrew. The order of them is always grace before peace because peace is always a result of grace. The word “grace” in Greek simply meant “all that is beautiful” but with reference to Christians came to mean “all that is beautiful which is freely given to you”. The word “from” shows us the only means by which humans can ever experience grace and peace: “From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” So God the Father is the source of Grace and peace, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the channel by which we experience it. 
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I. Intro

By way of review, we have already seen that this church in Corinth had some difficulties that went beyond the fact of it being only four years old and situated in one of the most carnal areas in the known world. Paul had written them a letter, according to Acts 19 while in Ephesus, which he mentions in passing here in this letter (5:9), saying that they should “not to keep company with sexually immoral people.” Paul went on to explain whom he meant by sexually immoral people in 5:10-11. It is clear that he was not speaking of those who were non-Christians, as they would have to leave the planet. Instead, Paul makes it plain by saying he was speaking of “anyone named a brother” who was involved “in sexual sin, greed, worshiping idols, abusive, a drunkard, or a swindler.” Making matters worse for the Church, they were doing “evil that even the pagans didn't do.” In reply to Paul’s rebuke of their Christian life all they wanted to know was certain doctrinal questions. Apparently, the Church equated love with tolerance in dealing with carnality. They would have had no problem using what one local church uses as their motto, “Meeting people where they were at and loving them to where Christ wants them to be!” Fortunately, we don’t have to guess at what Paul’s words would have been concerning their attitude as he says, “you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you.” 

Furthermore, he reminds them of three things concerning who they are:

1. They are the Church of God and not the Church of Corinth: Paul saw their problem as one of identity in God, which they had forgotten. They had slipped into an attitude of self-importance; thus, they began to center their importance upon who their pastor was, “Paul, Apollos, or Peter”. Thus, they were not the Church of Corinth, neither were they the Church of Paul, Apollos or Peter. No, they were the Church of God!
2. Secondly, he reminded them that in being the Church of God they were “sanctified” or dedicated specifically in Christ Jesus. These Christians had forgotten that which Paul had written to the Church of God in Galatia; namely that “We have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer we who live, but Christ lives in us; and the life which we now live in the flesh we live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us.” They were not living a “separated life” dedicated to serving the Lord;  instead, they were serving themselves.       

3. Thirdly, Paul reminds them of their calling as saints or “holy ones” because they had trusted in Jesus. Instead of looking more and more like Jesus, they were looking more like the Corinthians from whom they had been called out. 

So to this carnal Church, Paul tells them that they are God’s ambassadors on earth called to be set apart and holy specifically for this purpose. So they:

· Belonged to God

· Had a specific purpose

· And a unique look
Oh the balance of Paul! It has been well said that “Love without truth is sentimentality, but truth without love is brutality!” It is a difficult thing for a Church to be a balanced Church and not to be either be a “sentimental” or a “brutal” Church. 

Paul now moves onto five things for which he was thankful on their behalf as it related to the above three things. Finally, he addresses the problem that had come about because they did not recognize the above truths. 

II. Vs. 4-9 Five things to be thankful for

Amazingly, even in this Church in Corinth, Paul found things to be thankful for. In Paul’s thanksgiving to the:

· Philippians: He thanks them for their support of his ministry even while he was in chains. 

· Colossians: Paul gave thanks for the evidence that the gospel had taken root in their lives as seen in their love for the saints. 

· Thessalonians: He thanked God for their work of faith, labor of love and patient hope. 

There is a startling contrast in what Paul thanks God for in these three Churches and what he thanks God for in the Church of God at Corinth. Paul is not thankful for the evidence of the gospel; instead, he thanks God for the gospel. The Church of God at Corinth was a Church that had grown out but had not grown up! Wow, did you get that? In today’s scheme of things, we put far too much importance upon how large the Church is instead of how mature and Christ-like it is! Man have we ever lowered our standards! Here, then, were the five things Paul was thankful for on their behalf:

a. Vs. 4 Elected by grace: Their salvation was not based upon works but “grace”. You can read this letter through, and you will not find any hint of a struggle with legalism. These Corinthians had the right gospel to begin with; the problem with these folks was not legalism but, rather, license in as much as they thought that being saved by grace and not works meant that it didn’t matter how they behaved now that they were saved. Again, I’m taken aback by the fact that Paul does not correct doctrinal error in this carnal Church. It proves that a Church can have right teaching and still behave wrongly. The word “grace” is the word that means “favor”, and these Christians in Corinth understood that God’s favor was given to them by, or in, (the word by or in gives the limitations as far as the favor is concerned) Christ Jesus! It was “favor that was gifted them by the sacrifice of another!” So that means that their favor was: 

· Unattainable by effort

· Undeserving by merit

· Unrepayble by works 

Simply put, these Corinthians owed God everything out of gratitude but nothing out of obligation. It appears that they had understood not owing God anything out of obligation, but did not comprehend owing Him everything out of gratitude and, so, like many of us, they had taken the gift of grace for granted! Peter wrote of this in his second epistle (NLT): “Paul wrote with the wisdom God gave him-- speaking of these things in all of his letters. Some of his comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his letters around to mean something quite different from what he meant”. Jude wrote (NIV 1:4) that “godless men change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.” 

b. Vs. 5-6  Enriched by the Word: The word “enriched” is the Greek word for “plutocrat”, which describes an extremely wealthy person. Again, notice that this enrichment is qualified as being in everything in Him. The word’s “utterance” and all “knowledge” further help understand the wealth in Christ that Paul is speaking of. “Utterance” is the Greek word “logos” which is translated in John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” “Knowledge” is the Greek word “gnosis” which describes practical understanding. So Paul is saying that these Corinthians had the right doctrine and proper insight of the Word of God.  In fact, he says they were wealthy in the Word. Theirs was not a problem of being part of a poorly taught Church, nor of one that did not understand that which they were taught, as we are told in verse 6 that the “testimony of Christ was confirmed in them”. The wealth of the Word of God was seen in the “Life of Christ” (testimony is the word martyr) which was confirmed or literally“settled or stable” in them. Paul wants them to know that he does not doubt their salvation; he knows that they had the Word of God and they responded to it and did not give mere lip service to it. Furthermore, we know that in chapters 7-16 they were hungering after even more truth. The question comes to mind, “How did those so wealthy in the Word become so carnal in practice, so that in chapter 3:1 Paul says that he could not speak to them as spiritual people but instead as carnal babes in Christ?” The answer seems to be found in pride. Their pride became founded in who taught them and what they knew, so much so that Paul said in 2:1 that he “determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Oh, dear Christian, being wealthy in the Word does us no good if we are not “poor in spirit!” Paul will tell us in 1:29 “that no flesh should glory in His presence”, and in 1:31 “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

c. Vs. 7a Equipped with every gift of the Spirit: So far, you will note that Paul was reflecting upon what they had in the past-tense (was given, were enriched).  He now looked at their present situation as coming short in no gift. The word “gift” in the Greek is the word “charisma” and comes from the root word for “grace”. Thus, Paul says that these Corinthians had been blessed with every special grace. In fact, Paul will devote three chapters (12-14) to setting in order the misuse of the gifts of the Spirit. It is interesting to me that Paul ties the use of the gifts of the Spirit with that of the second coming of Christ. It seems as though Paul was saying that they had all the gifts of the Spirit, and, because they were convinced that the Lord was coming soon, they weren’t afraid to use them. They had everything necessary for fulfilling their function as a Church: wealthy in the Word and empowered by the Spirit with the gifts, yet Corinth was having a greater impact on them than they were upon Corinth. Simply put, this was a “Spirit filled Church”, and the gifts that Paul will list in chapters 12-14 they had and were using. Yet, Paul would write to them in chapter 13:1-2, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.” They had seen themselves in what God did through them rather than what God had done for them and it made them bask in self importance!   

d. Vs. 7b Expectantly waiting the Lord’s return: They were wealthy in the Word, equipped in the Spirit and here we see that they had the right perspective: “eagerly waiting for the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ”. The Greek words for “eagerly awaiting” means anticipation with activity. They were not just sitting at a bus stop twiddling their thumbs. Neither were they anxious as one waits with dwindling hope. No, they were waiting for the Lord’s return, and they showed their waiting by being busy. Here we can see that Paul’s perspective is that of how they were occupying the present while waiting for the future.  It is interesting to me that these Corinthians did not think that the gifts of the Spirit would somehow cease before the coming of the Lord.  This Church had the anticipation of the soon return (imminent return) of Jesus and His setting up His righteous kingdom. Yet, Paul will write to them in the 15th chapter and say (NIV) “Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character. Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God--I say this to your shame.” 

e. Vs. 8 Established in the work of Christ: Paul concludes the fifth thing he was thanking God for on their behalf, that God would one day establish or confirm them blameless. The word here “blameless” is a word that means “unimpeachable”. Wow, what a glorious truth to a carnal Church that Christ was able to finish what He had started. God is faithful even though they were not. This is Paul’s way of saying that he had tremendous confidence in the outcome,  not based upon them, but rather based upon Christ. He knew they would pass the test, if for no other reason than, Christ would see to it. So how much better would it be for them to see what he will tell them in 1:30, that “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” 

Vs. 9 Finally, Paul reminds them that all of the above five things he was thankful for on their behalf were based upon God’s faithfulness. Now I specifically want to call your attention to the fact that Paul reminds them that they were “called into fellowship with Jesus”. The word “fellowship” is the word “Koinonia” which means intimate partnership. In other words, Paul wants them to know, that not only are we saved because God wanted to save us, we stay saved because God doesn’t change His mind, but we must not forget that we are called into a partnership with Jesus. Paul would ask them in 2 Cor. 6:14 “what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”  

III. Vs. 10 A call to mend our nets
Vs. 10 Now, based upon the fives things that Paul thanked God for on their behalf and the fact that they are God’s Church, set apart and holy, he pleads with them by the Name by which they are blessed and called, Jesus Christ. 

I notice that Paul makes an appeal and not a command, even though their situation coupled with his position would warrant it. Why the appeal instead of a command? Well, an appeal is based upon the grace that they needed.  A command could be misconstrued into a form of works, which would play into their problem with pride. In fact, the word “plead” comes from the same Greek word as “parakletos” meaning helper and is a name for the Holy Spirit. The idea is that of coming alongside to help another, so Paul offers to come alongside to help them back to that which they were called, Jesus Christ. Now it is important to understand that the ground of unity to which Paul was coming alongside them was “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. It is our relationship to Jesus Christ that unifies us and, if we cannot agree on Him and His work, then we can have no unity.  Now Paul magnifies this into three specific things we all ought to agree upon concerning Jesus:

1. “That you all speak the same thing”: The idea here is not that of some sort of robotic chant where we have no mind. It doesn’t mean that we all think alike, but rather that we all possess the mind of Christ. That is to say, concerning the fundamentals of the faith, we would all say the same thing. We ought to all agree on the person and work of God, on how we are saved. The lack of harmony was generated in that they had identified with the messenger more than the message as Paul, Peter and Apollos were all in agreement doctrinally. I had one pastor tell me that he didn’t want to teach the Bible at his Church because it divides. I couldn’t disagree more.  It is interesting he is now divorced and no longer teaching at that Church. The Bible is not set up so that I can pick and choose certain sections and avoid others. I believe nothing has weakened the Church of God and caused more divisions than the lack of verse by verse teaching.    

2. “That there be no divisions among you”:  The word “divisions” is where we get our word “schisms” and means to tear or rip. The Church at Corinth had become little more than a popularity contest as far as agreement to the Word of God. “Hey, I follow Peter and not Paul so I’m not going to listen to what he says!” That is how most of the denominations have been formed in Christianity; people tearing away from the body of Christ because they wanted old Hymns or a different color of carpet. There was far too much self-interest and self-centeredness in the Church in Corinth and this had led to schisms! 

3. “That you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” Finally, Paul says they need to be perfectly joined together. The word in Greek means to be put back together and was used to mend fishing nets or medically to set a bone. They were broken as a Church body and needed to be put back together. Notice how this was to take place.

a. “In the same mind”: Internally

b. “In the same judgment”: Externally

We will never be carbon copies of each other, however, we all ought to be of the “Mind of Christ” and seek to imitate Him. The purpose of this is because we are one body, and, in so living, we will glorify Him and reach an unbelieving world for Him.
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I. Intro

Last week, we heard the words of Paul as he thanked God for the upbringing that this Church in Corinth had four years earlier: 

· Vs. 4
Elected by grace
· Vs. 5-6
Enriched by the Word
· Vs. 7a
Equipped with every gift of the Spirit
· Vs. 7b
Expectantly waiting the Lord’s return
· Vs. 8
Established in the work of Christ
Yet, this very foundation led them to take pride in themselves, and a prideful church led to a divided church, and a divided church led to a carnal church, and a carnal church led to an ineffective church. Here we are, Christians living in the Church age of enlightenment. Why, we have technology like never before, communication has advanced to a place that equals man’s ability to communicate globally as in the days before the tower of Babel. We are better educated and wealthier than at any other time in human history. With all of that being true, we still are facing the same problems as ancient societies. As the Church of God, we, too, well fit this picture of the Church of God in Corinth: Divided, Carnal and Ineffective in reaching the communities in which He has placed us. With that said, I take us back to the title of this series of verse by verse teaching through Corinthians, “A Church in Need of Christ”. That is Paul’s antidote for pride, to get them back to Jesus. Ah, but where do they start their search?  It is simple.  It is where we will always find Him: “at the Cross”!  

II. Vs. 11-17 One word that ends divisions
Vs. 11 Paul states that the information concerning them came from Chloe’s (Cloee) household.  She was a prominent business Christian businesswoman whom the Corinthians knew. Her name means “green vegetation” and was thought of as the benefit of Demeter, the goddess of agriculture. The name came to symbolize a condition of health and vigor, which is clearly seen in their concern for the health and vigor of the Church in Corinth. What is impressive is that this house Church was not afraid to mention to Paul the need for health in the Church, especially since they obviously knew them.

Paul says the report came to him that there were “contentions” among them. The word means a “persistent angry argument” which had led to them taking sides and form separate camps or schisms. In light of this, notice how Paul reminds them that they are all “brethren”. What this tells me is that none of their division was based upon the essentials of the faith. How do we know this?  Well, two ways:  
a. First Paul calls them all brothers & urges them to unite.

b. Second, in scripture where there were those that had faulty teaching, Paul and others encouraged the correction and, if need be, separation. 

In other words, they all had the same blood running through their veins, “the blood of Jesus”. 

Vs. 12 Paul lists four splinter groups that had developed in the Church at Corinth because they all tried to identify with a man, each saying that their man made them superior to the other groups:

a. “I am of Paul”: These were the loyalists who gathered around the one that had led them to the Lord.  Perhaps they identified with the message of grace that Paul preached. Perhaps today we would call this group the “full gospel” people, as Paul clearly gave to them everything that pertained to the faith.

b. “I am of Apollos”: Apollos came from Alexandria, Egypt and was well educated and a great speaker. He had a way with words and, when he spoke, people would gather to listen.  Perhaps today we might call them the “Baptists”, as they have such a great history of gifted speakers.
c. “I am of Cephas”: These were the traditionalists who could trace their roots way back to Jerusalem and the ministry of Peter at Pentecost. Their argument was, no doubt, to say, “Hey, we just follow the guy that was before Paul and Apollos!”  Perhaps today we would call these folks the mainline Churches of “Presbyterian, Lutheran & Methodists”, all of which have such a rich history of those who served the Lord in Word and deed.         
d. “I am of Christ”: Finally, there was this last group that took it to yet another extreme of elitism saying that, “We don’t recognize anything your guys have to say; we only recognize who they speak about.”  Now, at first glance, this would appear to be the best group in Corinth, until we recognize that Paul had placed them in with the bickering schisms of the other three. This group was probably the worst of the bunch, as they were the most smug and prideful and, no doubt, thought of themselves as the only true Church in Corinth. Perhaps we would recognize them as “Seventh day Adventists or King James only”, folks that will not speak to anyone other than their little group. 
In the case in Corinth, remember that the problem was not doctrinal rather it was a case of forgotten identity.  It is interesting to me that most denominations have started with their identification to a person.  A long time ago, I remember reading something that said oftentimes the work of God that starts with a “Man, moves then to a Mission which, in turn, becomes a Movement which will often lead to a Monument!” Live long enough and that which started with a man will turn into a monument. That is not always a bad thing, but what will happen is those that are part of it will begin to act superior to those of other movements. This will lead to separation based upon how someone sees a particular verse or doctrinal position. A lot of the creeds of the Church that came about to help the Church relate to each other now have become lighting rods of division. That is why I often say that I’m a “Bapticostal Calminist”, if I live long enough, that will probably become a denomination. 

Vs. 13 How does Paul handle the reported angry separation?  Well, he puts the importance right back on what they were to identify with.  First, Paul asks a three fold rhetorical question in which the answer is NO!   

a. Is Christ divided? How many Jesus Christ’s are there Paul asks?  There is only one Jesus, the Christ, and He formed only one Church to which all who trust Him alone are a part. Thus, Paul says we are all one body in Christ irrespective of the individual fellowships we attend throughout the week. There are Churches that won’t allow you to take part in communion unless you join their denomination. The picture Paul paints with these words is that each of these groups was claiming that Jesus was exclusively theirs and not a part of the other schisms, kind of like little children who tell you that you can’t be someone else’s friend if you are their friend.       

b. Was Paul crucified for you? Next, Paul says, “To which of you did I die for?” In other words, salvation is not in the messenger but rather the person of the message in which Paul, Apollos and Peter all preached the same. This is what Peter said in Acts 4, “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” So today, we have Churches that don’t recognize your salvation unless you said it their way or speak in tongues according to their formula; you see their bumper stickers out there - “Obey Acts 2:38” -. The ground of all believers’ salvation is in the work of Christ, as seen in His crucifixion and resurrection and not in baptizing in some formula.   
c. Were you baptized in the name of Paul? Notice that Paul asks if they were baptized in the “name of Paul”. The fact that Paul says “name” gives away what he is speaking of.  He is not speaking of the ordination of baptism but rather the symbol of it. We know that baptism was the symbol of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. So Paul is speaking of that which a person identifies with, or has allegiance towards, and says that it was not in him, or Apollos or Peter that they identified at their baptism. That is what makes the above phrase so ridiculous, “I am of Paul, or I am of Apollos, or I am of Cephas”. When you were baptized here at Calvary Chapel, we did not do so in my name or Pastor Chuck’s.  No, we did so in the finished work of Christ.                

The problem in the Church at Corinth did not come from the leaders these schisms centered around, but rather it came from pride in their affiliations with leaders which led to self-centeredness and exclusiveness, which all of the leaders condemned. True spirituality produces humility and dependence upon Jesus and not pride and self-esteem! 

Vs. 14-16 As their identity ought to have been in the message preached instead of the messenger, Paul goes on to say that he had not come to baptize. He did not try to create a sect out of only Crispus, Gaius and the household of Stephanas.  Crispus was the leader in the synagogue in Corinth when Paul first started teaching there.  Gaius’ was most likely the house where he stayed at while in Corinth, as he mentions this in Rom. 16:23.  Stephanas and his household, according to 16:15-17, were the first to come to Christ in Corinth.  It is interesting that Paul says that he “did not know whether he baptized any other.” As a writer of scripture, Paul’s pen was without error yet, in dealing with things of this life, he struggled like the rest of us having “senior moments”. 

Vs. 17 To make sure that these Corinthians do not miss the point, Paul speaks of what his calling truly was, “to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.” Paul was not in Corinth to create a following after himself or his denomination.  No, Jesus told him in Acts 26:16-18, “I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.  I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  Paul’s calling had everything to do with bringing people to the oneness in Christ and not in causing them to follow after himself. 


These Corinthians had placed themselves at odds with each other based upon which leader they took after. Their badge of identification was “Paul, Apollos or Peter”, so Paul says there ought to be only one badge that we identify with, “The Cross of Christ”.  Notice that before he says those words, he makes sure that he says “not with wisdom of words”. Why is that important? Well, Paul wants them to know that it was not how he said it rather it was in the acceptance of the truth of what he said. The word “wisdom” is where we get our word “philosophy”.  Paul is offering something different to these Christians, as he is telling them that the Word of God was not merely a new “philosophy of words (logos)”. The division of these believers looks very much like the Greek philosophies where groups argued all the time and didn’t hang out with each other. No, the truth of God’s word is not just another “philosophy” of manmade wisdom, a “Confucius says” thing.  Paul wanted everything he said to point to the person and work of Christ and not to fancy words of man’s wisdom.  Simply put, the content was more important than how it was said.  In the Greek culture, as well as our own, they liked to listen to those that entertained them, and Paul says, “Hey, I’m not an entertainer but a proclaimer of that which is true!” Dear saints, I’m afraid that we have forgotten this in the Church today, as we often elevate Pastors to superstar status identifying more with how well they spoke instead of what truth they proclaimed. Look again at the difference between the two things here:

a. Philosophy of words: Just more platitude among many others that we can follow.

b. Cross of Christ: Which Paul says is the power of God (Vs. 18). The word “power” is the Greek word from which we get our word dynamite or dynamic. 

Do you see Paul’s point? He brought them back to the one thing that will bring them back to unity.  The one thing that goes beyond simple “human wisdom” is the cross. Why? Because  only the cross of Jesus can change a human life.  To a Church proud of its teachers, Paul says, “You have become more concerned with the dynamics of the speaker instead of the dynamic of the cross”. The speaker does not save you.  No, the “cross of Christ” does.  Now I’m not advocating boring monotone Bible reading, but what I am saying is to never get more caught up in the dynamics of preaching above the dynamics of the message of Jesus upon the cross. 


Here is another thing that the cross of Christ will do to those who are proud because of those they follow. “It will take you right back to the truth that we are all sinners!” The Cross of Christ reminds us that no matter what our upbringing, culture, education or anything else, we are sinners that only the cross of Christ has power to change! So forget all about those identification badges; the only one that matters is the cross. Now, in saying this, most folks I know wear crosses but have forgotten what it means to do so. I always like to ask a person wearing a cross, “Is that for show or to go?” The cross was a horrible instrument of torture in death.  In fact, it was against Roman law for a Roman citizen to be crucified.  I mean, what would you think if you saw someone wearing an ugly electric chair around their neck? Why, you would think they are morbid.  Why would anyone wear a symbol of death and torture around their neck? Well, it is because of the death of Jesus that our life has been transformed.  We wear it to say, “We only have life because God’s only Son died for us.” Where, then, are the bragging rights in the cross of Christ?  Well, there are none because, if there had been any way for God to take away our sin, any other “Philosophy of words”, then the cross of Christ would be of no effect! 


As we close now, realize these truths:

a. We are all one because there is no other name that we identify with other than Jesus.

b. We are all sinners saved by the work of Jesus on the Cross, thus we have nothing to be proud about.

So what do we have if we can’t take pride in our badges or denominations?  Well, what we have is a great reason to praise God who saved sinners like us! 
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I. Intro

Paul’s mention of the cross in verse 17 serves as an introduction to his discussion on what man considers as wisdom compared to what God thinks of as wisdom. Eight times in this section Paul is going to use the word wisdom and five times he is going to use the word foolishness. These Corinthian believers were prideful upon what they knew, and it was tearing them apart.  In chapter 8:1-3, Paul will spell it out more bluntly when he tells them, “Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet, as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.”  In verses 18-25, Paul emphasizes the message of the Cross-of Christ and answers why people don’t receive it, PRIDE!  Then, in verses 26-31, Paul looks at those that do receive the message, as they have come to realize that they are nothings. 


I was reading a newsletter I get monthly, and one of the readers wrote an angry letter which so illustrates the pride we can have as we follow a monument instead of the Savior. “Gentlemen, I’m a very devout _______ and treasure my faith. Your blasphemies against our Church are outrageous, and Mr. ______ will be punished in due time for his lies against _____.  Let’s face it, the whole truth is that if everyone followed our spiritual leader, the _______, who is very holy indeed, God would not have any of these problems of today.” Now reading this, it is clear how pride has blinded this person concerning what they call Holy, devout and spiritual. Yet, I say this in love, pride can produce the same fruit in what we call holy, devout and spiritual. 

II. Vs. 18-25 A foolish message (God’s tools)

In verse 17, as I said, Paul introduced to us the antidote for pride, the “cross of Christ” which he proclaimed he delivered to them not in  “wisdom of words” lest it should be of no effect. The Corinthians, like those of us today, became more impressed with the way something was communicated instead of what was communicated. The word “wisdom” in the Greek is “sophia” from where we get our English word “philosophy” which means the “love of wisdom”. 

In verse 18, notice here Paul tells us what the gospel is and is not:

a. Vs. 17 It is not “wisdom of words”.  It is not just mere clever speech or man’s opinions. Notice here that “words” is plural signifying many and varying. 

b. Vs. 18 It is “Word of the cross”.  Notice here that “Word” is singular suggesting unity and completeness. In other words, it is the apex of God’s revealed Word and work for man’s redemption with no varying opinions. The author of Hebrews started his letter by stating; “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.”  The Word of the cross is not just man’s opinions or some “good rules” to live your life by.  No, without it there is no salvation for mankind. 

Paul moves our attention to two different groups of listeners to the “Word of the cross” but, before we look at them, he uses a Greek present verb tense “ARE”.  So?  Well, Paul did not say that either of these two groups HAVE “perished” or HAVE “been saved” rather they are on their way, or are headed on the path, based upon their responses to the “Word of the cross”. In other words, they are moving in one of two directions (towards perishing or towards being saved).    

a. “To those who are perishing”:  For those that are heading down the path of destruction, the word of Christ is “foolishness”.  This is an interesting Greek word from which we get our English word “moron” meaning total absurdity. Perhaps you have even heard someone tell you as you are witnessing to them, “You have to be a complete moron to believe that nonsense!” To those who rely upon their own understanding, the idea that a man 2,000 years ago would die upon a piece of wood on some forgotten hill in a land that you have never seen has any ability to determine our fate in life apart from our merit is total nonsense.   

b. “To us who are being saved”: Yet to those headed down the path of being saved whether Jew or Greek, it is the “power of God”.  Wow, what a contrast in these two groups, “a moron to believe such nonsense to the power of God”. It all centers upon a person’s view of the cross, Paul says. 

Vs. 19 Now as I hear this, I immediately think what causes such a difference between these two groups?  Well, Paul quotes a passage out of Isa. 29:14 to explain the difference. This prophecy spoken by Isaiah centered around a time in Judah’s history when Assyria would invade them led by Sennacherib and his army of 185,000 men. The Lord spoke to Isaiah and King Hezekiah not to fear because Judah would prevail against the Assyrians, but it would not be because of their plans, advisors or help from other nations.  Instead, it would be solely by God’s hand and power.  Sennacherib and his army of 185,000 men had Judah held up in Jerusalem without hope of deliverance, and every day Sennacherib would come up and tell them to surrender recalling how better off they would be and how they had destroyed other nations who trusted in their gods.  Sure enough, in one night by the hand of one angel, 185,000 men were destroyed.  So what’s Paul’s point?  Well, their salvation wasn’t based upon their understanding of God’s method or their own plans or ingenuity, instead, it was based upon their simple trust in God to keep His word. 


Here’s how this relates to these two groups as well as to the Corinthians: “Pride would keep someone from being delivered simply because they could not understand how it all was going to work”.  And to the Corinthian believers who had trusted the word of the cross why were they now behaving as if they had anything to do with it accept trusting in God?  Man, does that ever cut to our prideful hearts!  Paul wrote to the Galatians, “Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?”  To the Romans, Paul wrote, “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.” 

Vs. 20 So, based upon that, Paul continues by asking, “Where is the wise”?  They had taken pride in certain leaders and forsaken the brokeness that trusting in the work of the Word of the cross had produced so Paul brings them back. Now it is interesting to me that Paul uses the two different forms of thought or wisdom of the day that people used to understand things.

a. “Where is the scribe?” This would be the Jewish person who gave their understanding to the wisdom of the past in ancient writings of wise and learned men. They would study those writings to try to derive at practical applications for their day.  

b. “Where is the disputer of this age?”  This was the Greek person Luke describes in Acts 17:21 who “spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.”  They debated each other arguing certain philosophies with clever rhetoric to determine which was true.  The one with the better speech won the argument. 

Folks, Paul is making a powerful truth here that we all ought to praise God for. You can study history and read all the books in the world to where you become a great thinker. Or you can be a great debater discussing the finer points of wisdom and neither of these will lead you to the cross of Christ. Why is that great news?  Well, simply put, it doesn’t take a brain surgeon to become a believer. You don’t have to be the best educated or trained person to be able to receive Jesus!  Now that’s not to say that God would not have us use our heads as we trust Him but that our salvation is based upon trusting Him, not complete understanding of His method of salvation. Hey, when I received Jesus at 22 years old, I had maybe a 6th grade reading level.  I pronounced Job as “job” and Psalms as “P-slams”, yet that had nothing to do with my salvation. 


Think of this phrase for a minute, “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”  We are better educated, better economically, have better communication, and we understand the human body and human mind better than at any other time in human history.  In fact, we have as a world society devoted ourselves to understanding and peace but, with all of man’s wisdom and learning, we have not improved upon our behavior towards each other since time has been recorded.  What have we done?  Well, we have just come up with more excuses for our inhumanity toward each other. The fact is, we have increased in our immorality and wicked behavior with the increase of our knowledge.  Am I saying that knowledge is bad and that we are better off being stupid? No, what I am saying is what the Psalmist said in 111:10, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.”  WHERE IS THE WISE?  Let us agree where it is not, in human wisdom! 

Vs. 21 Here is where Paul is going with this, “Mankind cannot solve their problems because they refuse to accept their source, SIN!”  Mankind has long tried to treat the symptoms of their bad behavior.  They have even tried to change their behavior but have been unable to do so. With all our wisdom and intelligence, most of the time we refuse to recognize our problem and, even when we do as in the case of religion, we have no power to change our behavior. 


Folks, I’ve got to tell you that for years before I was a Christian this very truth kept me from believing in God.  I mean, what kind of cruel creator would give man intelligence and understanding but no power to change?  But, follow me on this, “What if God in His wisdom held the key to change? And that only those who came to understand they were broken that only He could fix them?” You mean to tell me it’s that simple? Yep, that simple.  Why, so simple that even I can understand it!  Think of this, “The world says, you have to be a moron to believe this nonsense!” And we can say with a smile, “Yep, praise God!”  Only when human wisdom recognizes its own bankruptcy can we turn to Jesus as the answer!  Paul said here that, “it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.” Notice that it’s not the proclamation that is foolish but rather the content, the word of the cross. God’s wisdom is not mankind’s wisdom just multiplied a thousand times; it’s completely different.  Jesus said in Matt. 18:3-4, “Unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  Spurgeon quaintly said in regards to this verse, “It is certain that a blind man is no judge of colors, neither is an unregenerate man a judge of spiritual truth!” 

Vs. 22-24 Paul speaks of how human wisdom is not only not an asset but rather a hindrance and liability to the word of the cross by again looking at the two different types of human wisdom of those that made up the Church in Corinth. 

a. “Jews request a sign”: In verse 23, Paul says that “Christ crucified” to the Jews was a stumbling block. With all of the Jewish emphasis upon history and studying the writings of old, they sought a sign or “Supernatural evidence”. So when they read about the Messiah coming and performing all these signs and wonders, they sought the same from Jesus. So Jesus explained to them in Matt. 12:39-40, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  Their problem in studying the scriptures (Isa. 53 & Ps 22) where the messiah was clearly seen as suffering and killed was, “How could victory be won by defeat?” So they just spiritualized those passages to speak of the nation or something else. Now here is what amazes me, “They wanted to see a sign of power demonstrating the fact that Jesus was God and because they could not see how victory could be won by defeat, they missed their sign of Jesus’ victory over death!” So, instead, the cross of Christ became a “stumbling block” literally a scandal.  

b. “Greeks seek after wisdom”: And again Paul says in verse 23 that “Christ crucified” was a foolishness to the Greeks. Now the Jews wanted “Rational evidence”.  Their problem was, “How could the death of someone else change anything to do with me?”  It was nonsense to them that the death of Jesus could impact their lives and take away guilt or alter behavior. Now they missed out on the rational truth that God became man and all their sin was placed upon him; it’s rational and simple. Yet, pride kept them from understanding the incarnation and to them it was just silly, just as it was in Athens as we are told that when they heard of the “resurrection of a person who had been dead, some laughed”.    
          

But the fact remains that God’s nonsense is wiser than mankind’s wisdom, and His weakness stronger than mankind’s strength. Why?  Because to “those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  Do you see Paul’s words here, “power of God and the wisdom of God”?  It’s not just a brilliant idea, it actually works!  I’m here today because of receiving the word of the cross; I was once dead and now I’m alive! 

Now Paul is going to switch gears next week and deal with yet another reason why we Christians can’t take pride in anything because God calls the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. How great is our Lord who makes sure that the only thing we can glory in is Christ?   

1 Corinthians

“A Church in need of Christ”

III. Main teaching: 1:11-16:12

A rotten report card: 1:11-6:20

1:11-4:21 A Church divided

1:26-31

“No stinking badges (part c)”

I. Intro

II. Vs. 26-31 For foolish people (for God’s fools)
I. Intro

The Corinthian believers had become proud in their “higher education” in spiritual matters, and this had led them away from their humble beginnings at the foot of the cross.  Paul reminds them of how they at one time viewed the preaching of the cross of Christ “as either a scandal or nonsense” but, when they received the Person on the cross, it became dynamite!  Last week, Paul’s focus was on God’s method or His tool (the cross of Christ) to reach through man’s pride by reminding them that it was not their intellect that caused them to figure out the way of salvation. In fact, it was when they became humble that the truth of the word of the cross became the “power of God and wisdom of God”.  T.S. Eliot said, “All our knowledge only brings us closer to our ignorance, and all our ignorance closer to death.  Closer to death, yet no nearer to God.  So it is with all sciences, and even the science of Bible study, knowledge just puffs up!” 

In the 60’s and 70’s, there was a phrase among college students and professors that said, “Challenge Authority”.  It was an anti-establishment saying that went along with the statement admonishing them to not “trust anyone over 30”.  The idea behind it was meant to elevate personal thinking and intellect. However, pride is always a hindrance to true learning, as it is only when we admit that we don’t know something that we can truly learn. So perhaps we ought to change the phrase “Challenge Authority” to “Question Our Assumptions”!  Think of how much better off we all would be if we continually “questioned our assumptions”.  Paul says as much when in vs 2:2 he says, “I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” This week, Paul’s focus is not on God’s tool for reaching mankind but just who it is that is reached by a message we once all thought was foolish.

II. Vs. 26-31 For foolish people (for God’s fools)

Vs. 26 Notice the words, “For you see your calling, brethren”.  Paul is speaking of the make up of the Church of God in Corinth as God had called them to faith in Christ. The normal things that we humans tend to elevate about ourselves, Paul reveals to us, become weights that keep us from the truth that can transform our lives! The truth of the matter is that God’s call towards them was not “because” of who they were rather it was “in spite” of who they were. Simply put, “What was it they had to boast of, or take pride in, about themselves prior to their conversion?” Paul will later say to them in 4:7 NLT “What makes you better than anyone else? What do you have that God hasn't given you? And if all you have is from God, why boast as though you have accomplished something on your own?”  God is not impressed with our looks, social positions, personal achievements, ancestral heritages or income potential.  How do we know that God is not impressed with the things that man is impressed with as far as salvation is concerned?  Well, Paul says, “Take a look around, there weren’t many of you in those categories.” The Church of God at Corinth was comprised of ordinary people who were only good at being sinners before the transforming power of the message of the cross!  So what could they brag about?  “Hey, man, you think you were a bad dude, why I once…!”

Paul lists three categories of people that not “many” of them fit into.  Now, he did not say “any” but rather “many”.  A noble English lady who became a believer once commented upon the fact that she was saved by the “M” of “many”, because if it had read “any”, she could not have been saved!  I suppose in looking at these three categories we could say that these three areas tend to cause folks to stumble or think the word of the cross is nonsense. The words “according to the flesh” in the Greek are meant to be placed before each of the three categories and, by them, Paul means to say that, based upon the standards of mankind, you won’t find many of these folks in the body of Christ. 

a. “Not many wise”: The word “wise” is the Greek word sophia from where we again get our English word philosophy.  So Paul says that God did not receive them as His child because they were brilliant. The remedy for mankind’s salvation does not lie upon our intellect; if it did, many of us would be in big trouble.  In the early 1900’s, the Church thought it needed more of these “wise” folks, the university professors and the like, but they weren’t attending because they had all read Darwin’s book “Origin of Species” and rejected their faith choosing rather to trust in another man’s theory.  So to get them back into the Church, they decided to scrap a literal reading of the first 10 chapters of Genesis and instead made it an allegory. Well, the professors came back into the Church.  In fact, they took over the Christian seminaries and the birth of liberalism came upon the Church.  Paul would write to the Romans concerning these kinds of folks when he said, “Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man; and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.” Again, I remind you that it says “not many” and not “any”.  There are some of the C.S. Lewis types, but they have to come the same way as the rest of us- by faith.    

b. “Not many mighty”: The word “mighty” comes from the same root word as verse 24 rendered “power”.  In fact, in this verse we are told that “Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  The word wisdom is the same word as well. So?  Is it not interesting that those who think themselves wise and powerful do not receive that Christ is the only wise and powerful?  Anyway, the word here means “men of dignity”.  Those that are powerful and authorities in the world’s eyes are not very inclined to see Jesus as the “all and only powerful”.  There weren’t a whole lot of the “movers and shakers” that were a part of the Church of God in Corinth.  And so, too, today there are not many influential people interested in the Church of God.  Today we have underway “Church growth” methods to try to get these folks back into the Church.  But the thing is they don’t much care for the Bible, and they don’t like the teaching of the cross. What they want to know is how to have better time management and how to have better relationships.  They want this information in a way that entertains them, so it has to be a quality level that rivals Hollywood.  You know what, it has worked and they are coming back to Church in droves, but the sad thing is the Church is looking more and more like the world they supposedly came out of!     

c. “Not many noble”:  Finally, Paul says that there were not many in the Church that were “well born” or of “distinguished ancestry”. Now some versions use the word “wealthy” as that carries part of the idea, but it goes beyond this. Perhaps we would say that there were not many that were of “old money”. You could go up to the Church parking lot in Corinth and not see too many “Bentley chariots” parked there.  No, most folks just walked.  Again, today Churches plan new developments where the money is not where the need is. They want to make sure that their facility spares no amount of money so that money will come. “We have no problem that a huge offering won’t cure!” And you know what, where the Church has moved to a wealthy neighborhood and built a fancy expensive building, the wealthy and those of “high standing” have come, but at the cost of those who have not, for they are not welcome!  

Amazingly though, this Church of Corinth did not have those things to boast of, they were not of the “upper ten percent” of society made up of the “intellectuals, movers and shakers and the wealthy”.  Now you would think that would keep them humble and broken, but such is not the way of the flesh.  No, they were lifted up in PRIDE! 

Vs. 27-28  Now in contrast to the three things the world admires, Paul lists the three qualities that God looked for in calling them to faith in His Son.

a. Vs. 27a “foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise”:  Notice the contrast from what the world admires: the “intellectuals”. The word “foolish” comes from a root word meaning “to be considered nothing”.  What, did we read that right?  God calls the nobodies and nothings in the world’s eyes to nullify those that think they are smarter than everybody else.  In God’s eyes, the world’s nobodies are His somebody’s. The truth of the matter is we, like these Corinthians, have benefited from the fact that God starts His saving work from the bottom and works upward.  In 178 A.D., the philosopher Celsus wrote of Christians that “No cultured person…. none wise or sensible but all that we count as evil and ignorant wanting of sense and culture all those that are fools let them become Christians!” Jesus said in Matt. 11:25 NLT, “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding the truth from those who think themselves so wise and clever, and for revealing it to the childlike.” In Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, he would say (12:9), “Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  Oh dear Christian, the power of God rests upon the broken and contrite of heart.

b. Vs. 27b “God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty”:  Here, the contrast is from the powerful “movers and shakers” to that of the insignificant or, if you will, the “file clerks and burger flippers”.  These Corinthians were primarily made up those who had no power or authority in the community, no they were at best just working class folks. Man, can we ever see how dangerous the “self-esteem” teaching is within the Church.  In the 6th chapter, Paul speaks of those who “will not inherit the kingdom of God” as being “nor fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners”. He then goes on to say a most remarkable thing concerning the Church of God in Corinth, “And such were some of you, but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  Thank God it’s not what we now “are” but rather what we once “were”!   

c. Vs. 28 “Base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen”:  Here is the final contrast with God’s choice versus that of the world. The word “base” means “those without a family”. The world chose those that came from an “important family”; God chose those who had no family to be a part of His family.  Lots of folks are very proud of their family pedigree, but, thanks be to God, it is not what allows you and I entrance into the kingdom of God. 

Finally, to sum it all up, Paul says, “the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are”.  Now this phrase, “the things which are not” to the Greek mind was one of the worst things you could ever say to another human being. Today, we would say “a waste of space”, the nothings. 

Vs. 29 I don’t know about you, but reading these verses has humbled me, as I see that I fit the “such were some of you crowd” much more than I fit the “not many” group. Yet I also read this and I wonder why?  Why, Lord, don’t you pick a better team to call the Church than” us bunch of nothings”?  Well, here then is the answer: “that no flesh should glory in His presence.”  Do you not understand?  God has deliberately chosen a message that people either regard as a “scandal or as nonsense” so that when they receive it as the “dynamic of God”, they will do so without any claim or reason why He loved them on their own merit!  I am convinced when in heaven we will not be asking each other, “what school did you go to, how successful were you or who were your parents?” The answer will always be the same, “I am here by the unmerited favor of God which saved a sinner like me.”      

Vs. 30-31 “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus”! As I wrote these words in light of what we have just studied, tears ran down my face.   Oh, the wonder of these words, “from nothings and nobodies to YOU ARE IN CHRIST JESUS”.  We cannot boast of anything worthy ever of saving.  It is purely by His grace.  I know of nothing more horrible in my heart than my pride and self-importance; it is the greatest blasphemy I know of!  


Next, Paul speaks of the transforming power of Christ who becomes for us wisdom from God.  Human intellect, movers and shakers and the wealthy had nothing to do with our salvation, yet look now at what Jesus has transformed you and I into.

a. “righteousness”: This is “imputed wisdom”, as it is Jesus’ rightness over my wrongness.  He takes my broken worthless life and makes it whole.  My corruption has put on His incorruption! Jesus on the cross has paid my debt completely. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “He has made us accepted in the Beloved.” Say those words Christians as that is what it means became for us our righteousness! 

b. “sanctification”: This is “imparted wisdom” and is seen not on what we know but rather what we practice. In Jesus, we have been set apart as holy, so as we put on Christ Jesus we will:

· Look at life with the eyes of Jesus

· Love with the heart of Jesus

· Think with the mind Jesus


Gone are the excuses, as Jesus’ work on the cross not only took away the 

penalty of our sin, but it broke the power that sin has over the flesh so that now we have a choice. Two Christian men were talking one day recognizing their failures and sins when one of the brothers said, “I’m so glad that God knows our frame and that He remembers that it is dust!” The other fellow replied, “Yes, but do you really think we ought to be as dusty as we are?”  

c. “redemption”: This speaks of “implanted wisdom”.  The word “redemption” is only used 11 times in the N.T., and each time it speaks of a day when we will be in the presence of the Lord for eternity. Though we are “redeemed” positionally, now we are waiting for that time when in the presence of the Lord there will be no more sorrow.  Man, I can’t wait to be fully redeemed free from this old tent with all of its limitations. All the purposes of God will be fulfilled!

· The righteousness that is in Christ put you and I back into the center of the Will of God    

· The sanctification that is in Christ causes us to grow day by day into His likeness

· The redemption that is in Christ will bring us into His very presence for eternity

Therefore, Paul concludes, “as it is written, He who glories, let him glory in the LORD.” There is only one area in which we can boast, that we are in Christ and we have no other grounds for confidence than this my friends.  So, we have trusted only in the Word of the Cross and have nothing else to say! 

Where God can find a little group of “crucified people”, He will always:

· Enlighten them with His wisdom

· Empower them with His Spirit

· Engulf them with His love   

And in so doing, they will reach the world with the message of the cross of Christ, the power of God for those who will be saved! 
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I. Intro

Paul had explained to these Corinthian believers that God’s message for their salvation was at first either a “scandal or nonsense” to them. Furthermore, as far as those who received God’s message of the cross of Christ, He started at the bottom of mankind and worked up so that there were “not many” according to human standards of the top 10% of society among them. In other words, Paul speaks to these Corinthians of the foolishness of being proud of themselves because of their salvation. 


The problem of pride in the Church is not unique with Corinth.  It stems from our fallen human nature as we think of ourselves “more highly than we ought” (Rom 12:3). In Corinth, people would attach themselves to philosophies based upon the “persuasive arguments” that the teachers would make. The outcome was that people became followers of a way of life based upon a speech made by a man. This practice had followed them into the Church, hence Paul’s words of 1:12 “I am of Paul, I am of Apollos, I am of Cephas, or I am of Christ.” In this chapter, the emphasis is upon the method in which the message is delivered and why it must be delivered that way. It seems to me today the church suffers from two equally devastating things: 

1. It suffers from a lack of Bible teaching. In its pulpits are those who are either not equipped, or have abandoned, solid verse by verse Bible teaching.

2. Secondly, and equally debilitating, is that those who do possess Bible teaching gifts have adopted “preaching strategies” around emotion and entertainment  producing followers of “pastoral personalities” rather than true followers of Christ.

The outcome of these two things has produced a Church with high energy and emotion, but its loyalty is to a man who has taught them to follow him and not to obey the Word of God!  Note this Christian, God’s way is:

· A foolish message

· To foolish people 

· By a broken instrument! 

II. Vs. 1-5 The method for the message

Vs. 1-2 The words “And I” are words that are meant to cause the reader to equate what Paul is about to say with what he has just said. In other words, we could use the words “Because of the above I tell you this”. So what was it he had just said? Well, He just said, “that the only thing a Christian can rejoice in is that they are in the Lord”. “Because of that”, Paul says, “when I came to you, I did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.” Paul is speaking of the time recorded for us in Acts 18 when he first came to Corinth from Athens, and he says the method he employed for proclaiming the message was not to glorify himself or start a “following” based upon his popularity. 


Before we get into this, it is vitally important that you understand the “method” for the message of the cross of Christ. Paul did not want to appear to be a “Christian salesman” who was peddling a new philosophy called Christianity. In his 2nd letter to the Corinthians, Paul writes “For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.” (2:17). So many today will speak of eloquent or clever messages given from the pulpit, but Paul wanted to make sure that when he spoke folks would not gather to hear him and miss the very Person he came to proclaim. I take this very seriously.  On this pulpit is a Bible verse I read every time just before I teach. It’s not a verse that is designed to give me courage or to inspire me. No, it simply reads “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” It is taken from a section in John 12:21 where some Greeks were approaching Jesus and the disciples wanted to know what they wanted. Why is it here? Well, it’s here to remind me that you have not come to hear me speak; you don’t want my opinions or my attempt at humorous antidotes. No, you have come to see Jesus, and it’s by His Word through His Spirit that He will become visible in your hearts. Now Paul tells us two things his method was not:

a. “Did not come with excellence of speech”: This phrase “excellence of speech” occurs in classical Greek to describe people of distinction who spoke with perfect diction and used all the subtleties of philosophy and rhetoric of the day. In that day, the Corinthian philosophers were somewhat famous for their speeches.  There was even a saying for a person who used eloquent words with style and flair.  It was said they were using “Corinthian words”. But Paul says that he did not speak to them in that manner. Paul’s concern was not that folks were attracted by the way he spoke but rather of Whom he spoke. The story is told of a beautiful Church where behind the pulpit was a beautiful stained glass picture of Jesus on the cross. One Sunday, the Church had a guest speaker who was much smaller than the regular pastor who blocked the view of the window.  A little girl turned to her mother and asked, “Mommy where’s the man who usually stands up there so we can’t see Jesus?” Oh, that is my fear that I will say something that blocks your view of Jesus. I wish not to give you some words from me to consider but rather “The word of God” so you can believe.      

b. “Or of wisdom”: This phrase is best understood by what Paul says in vs 4, “not with persuasive words of human wisdom”.  Paul’s speech on the Word of the cross was void of theatrics and techniques to manipulate a response. He did not want an emotional response to truth; he wanted a conviction of the heart to truth. You see, God is not just after a change of thinking, He wants a change of heart! Now we know that Paul was a very capable debater, yet he was careful not to teach in a way that “persuaded” someone to be a Christian. As Paul spoke to Agrippa he told Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.” And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today”. Yet, it is not by playing with peoples’ emotions or out- arguing them into the kingdom. Paul deliberately chose not to speak in a manner that left those folks in Corinth impressed with the choice of words he used but rather with the Cross of Christ.

That being, what Paul did not use in communicating the word of the Cross, He now tells them what he did do:

a. First, he says he declared or taught them the “testimony”, or mystery, of God which in 1:6 was confirmed in them. But what was this testimony or mystery? Well, in Timothy, he wrote “great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.” In scripture, a “mystery is something that at once was hidden but now is revealed”. Again, this is further understood in light of verse 2 where Paul explains what he meant by saying, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”. 

b. Secondly, the phrase “For I determined not to know anything among you” is best understood by looking at what Paul taught while in Corinth. In Acts 18:11, we are told that in Corinth Paul for “a year and six months, was teaching the word of God among them.” Furthermore, we are told in Acts 17:17 that while in Athens “he reasoned in the synagogue” with some there. What this means, in light of this, is that Paul was not interested in discussing man’s ideas or giving them his opinions about Jesus and how to live a better life.  He kept the main thing the main thing! That was his method, to keep the focus upon the Word of the Cross of Christ.

Vs. 3-4 Paul further reminds these Corinthian believers of how he was personally as a vessel, “In weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.” Paul declares that when he spoke, he did so as a broken man. Now we must not assume that Paul was somehow affected because the message was not very good.  No, it was because what he had to say to them was a matter of life or death.  He proclaimed the truth boldly in fullness of mind yet with the realization that he could get in the way of something so important as to change the human heart. What caused Paul to think of himself as weak, fearful and trembling? Well, it was the reality of his own inadequacy, as he would say in his 2nd letter to them. “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God”. Paul recognized both the importance of the message and also how he could muck it up! 


Thus, he says he made all the more sure that what he told them was not to convince them to follow him but rather to trust God. The word demonstration is a legal term in the Greek meaning “a legal proof presented in court”, perhaps we would say an “affidavit”! Paul sought to be broken so that the word of God would be to them a “legal proof in court ” of the Spirit of God and of power. Paul wanted to make sure that when folks heard the word of God from him that they did not see a “performance” but rather a demonstration of God’s Spirit in power transforming sinners. H.A. Ironside was speaking at a Church when during a break a person handed him a note from a famous agnostic challenging him to a debate. Before he began to speak, he read the note publicly saying he would agree to the debate if the man came forward and could produce 10 people whose lives had been transformed by the words of agnosticism. Ten people who had been drunks, prostitutes, thieves or murders who, upon hearing him speak, had changed their lives for the better. The famous agnostic said he did know of any.  Then, Ironside asked the audience if any would like to come forward who had their lives changed by hearing the message of the cross.  Thousands raised their hands.  As Ironside stilled the audience, he told the agnostic the debate was over! Oh Christian, the word of God is the only “affidavit” any teacher of God’s word needs. Paul would again write to the Corinthians and say, “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men”.  

Vs. 5 This verse explains why this method of Paul’s was used, “that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” The fact is, if I can convince you by my words or by playing with your emotions to come to Christ, then someone can use the same techniques to cause you not to believe in Jesus. Far too many teaching strategies today are nothing more than entertainment centered around preaching personalities to get folks to make an emotional response. Is it any wonder that we see a Church today that has no consistency?  We need to get back to what Paul says here, “Men who would accept the verdict of a crucified life which will daily slay our pride and self-sufficiency. Then the Spirit of God will empower His word into the hearts that won’t settle for emotional entertainment!” 

III. Vs. 6-9 Wisdom for the ages

Vs. 6 Having downplayed “human wisdom” and “persuasive words”, Paul wants to make sure that the Corinthian believers don’t misunderstand what he is speaking of concerning wisdom. “Yes, the Word of God does not depend upon clever speech or entertaining mannerisms but that does not mean that it has no wisdom.” But the wisdom of the Word of God is not for the natural man, as Paul will say in verse 11-12, “no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.” You see Paul’s point? Hey, the clever speech of man is of no use in making followers of Christ because it is the work of the Spirit of God through the word of God that does this! 


There are some that see this phrase, “rulers of this age” as pertaining to Satan and his fallen angels. As in verse 8, we are told that “had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” I don’t think you can say one way or the other, but it does bring up an interesting point. Did Satan and his fallen angels understand the crucifixion would cause their defeat?  I don’t think they fully grasped it, not because they lacked the intelligence, but rather for the same reason we humans don’t receive the message of the Cross.   “Pride” has blinded their understanding. The mature here are the ones that have received the message of Jesus on the cross. 

Vs. 7-8 Paul’s point here is that it is impossible for the lesser of creation to understand the more advanced. Men cannot imagine what God may be like.  They can try to figure Him out making all sorts of false conclusions, but they just lack the ability to understand a more advanced person than themselves. If you have a pet dog, he cannot fully understand you.  He has no idea about paying bills or why you put clothes on over your hide.  I mean, let’s face it, he drinks out of toilets. Now follow me on this.  Your dog can learn things you have revealed to him. He can learn of your power, your love and your care for him. This, in turn, causes your dog to be loyal towards you, affectionate and somewhat obedient.  So, God has revealed Himself to us specifically through His Son, and it’s by this that we now understand Him. Yet even this is the work of His Spirit. 


I was doing a study in Genesis the other night, and I came across a very interesting truth as it relates to how God is made known in human hearts. In the 24th chapter of Genesis, verse 34-49, Abraham’s servant retells the story of the events that had led him to Rebekah’s house to be the bride for Isaac. Now this unnamed servant was most likely Eleazar “the one called alongside to help”. There were three specific parts of what he testified to of Rebekah’s household:

a. He spoke of the Character of the Father:  He spoke of his power, wealth and wisdom.

b. He spoke of the uniqueness of the son: He shared of His miraculous birth, of His separation from the world, and that He was the sole heir of all the father had.

c. Finally, he spoke of His mission as the helper:  That he did what the father had told him to do and went where he was told to go to find a bride for the Son.        

I love it.  God has done the same today, and it is beyond human wisdom.  It was hidden, but now it is made known by the Spirit of God. Oh, I don’t want to mess that up to you all!

Vs. 9 Now this verse has long been used by Christians as it pertains to our experience in heaven, and there is truth to the fact that we cannot comprehend what God has for us in heaven.  But with that said, this is not the context of this passage before us. Paul is speaking about wisdom that Christian believers have that those who have not received Jesus do not understand, as they still think the word of the cross is either a scandal or nonsense. Now follow me here, the “Eye that has not seen, and the ear that has not heard, and the heart of man that has not fully grasped the things which God has prepared for those who love Him” is you and I. Paul is speaking not of future in heaven but the truth that God will continue to pour out more understanding of Who He is as we remain broken before Him. Is that not true in your own life? I mean, do you not understand more of Who He is now than when you first believed. Now, let me ask you, “Is it not true that the times of greatest growth in your spiritual life have happened when you have been at the end of yourself?” That is what James said in 1:2-4, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”    


Now that is why the method of proclaiming the truth is so important that nothing hinder the “demonstration of the Spirit and of power”. 
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I. Intro

As I said last week of verse 9, the context is not describing things in heaven for believers but rather the things that believers have right now that the world does not have or even understand.  Prior to being born again, the Word of the cross was either a scandal or nonsense, but now, as believers, something has changed as we view it as the “Power of God and the wisdom of God”.  The question is, “What took place in us that has led to such a radical change?” That is the focus of verses 10-16 as Paul describes in detail that which “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor entered the heart of man the things that God has prepared for those that love him.” I can still remember watching “The Price Is Right” game show as Bob Barker would say, “Carol, show them what they’ve won!” We get to peek behind the curtain this morning and view the “things God has prepared” for you and I right now! Before we do this, I want to call your attention to three types of people Paul is going to be speaking about, as it is important to notice them. In fact, this morning, we are either one of these three types of people here in this Church. 

a. Vs. 14 The NATURAL man: The Word here in verse 14 is where we get our word psyche which in Greek means “soul”. So out there today are “soulish people”.  The truth is that all people born after Adam start out as soulish people or natural born people. In scripture, there are three functions of the soul:

1. Power to choose

2. Power to feel

3. Power to reason

More on these in a moment, but it is this “soulish person” where all people start out. 

b. Vs. 15 The SPIRITUAL man: The word here appears 385 times in the N.T. and in the Greek is “pneuma” which means “spirit”. Paul wrote to the Romans in vs 8:9, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” This is the person that has been born again and the Holy Spirit has come to abide or dwell in them.  

c. Vs. 3:1 The CARNAL man:  In the Greek, the word “carnal” means “composed of the flesh” and appears 13 times in the N.T., where it is rendered several ways: “material, fleshly, worldly” and, as here, “carnal”. This describes the “spiritual man” that makes decisions and acts like the “natural man”. Now we won’t look at him at all this week but next week will start to understand why we sometimes act as Paul said of himself in Romans 7:15 “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.”    

II. Vs. 10-12 The revealing work of the Spirit

Vs. 10 Now remember here that Paul, in verse 9, had just said that the “eyes, ears, hearts” of men could not comprehend “the things” that God has prepared for those that love Him. Now in this verse we read, “But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.” The things “hidden” in vs 7 have now been “revealed” to us through the Holy Spirit. This speaks volumes of truth to a prideful Church, as it is not us that figured them out or found them, no they were revealed to us through the Holy Spirit. 


In scripture, the work of the Holy Spirit is best understood by three Greek verb tenses, the first of which I believe is referred to here:

· “Para”: In John 14:16, Jesus said, “I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever.” The word for Helper, or Comforter, is “parakletos” which means “one called alongside to help”.  

It is the Holy Spirit’s ministry to “search all things, the deep things of God” and reveal them to those that will receive them (vs 12). In John 16:8-14, Jesus spoke to His disciples about this saying; “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”  Prior to our faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit came alongside us “guiding us into all truth, taking of what is of the Son of God and declaring it to us.” It is this that Paul speaks of  in verses 10-12 as the “revealing work of the Holy Spirit”. Folks, apart from this revealing work of the Holy Spirit, you and I would still look at the word of the cross as either nonsense or a scandal.  

Vs. 11 Paul now brings us to a stated truth that only “like can understand like”. Here is what Paul is saying, “Higher forms of life can understand lower forms of life but lower forms of life cannot grasp higher forms of life”. In other words, only you really know what’s in your own heart unless I tell you everything that is in it. Think of it this way; ever talk to your dog?  I mean, you have had a real bad day so you sit down and talk to your dog about what’s going on in your heart. What does your dog do?  Well, he might whine, wag his tail or lick your face but he really can’t comprehend what you’re trying to convey to him. Hey, but talk to your spouse about what’s on your heart and because they are like you, they will, “Whine, wag their tail and lick your face”.  Ok, bad illustration. The point is, they can understand and reveal insight you may not have. Even so, in the spiritual realm “no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God” and, because He has revealed them to us, we now know them as well. 
Vs. 12 Furthermore, Paul wants us to realize two things concerning the revealing work of the Holy Spirit that differs from the way the world receives information:

1. “We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God”:  Paul draws a sharp contrast between the spirit of the world and  the Spirit who is from God.  In Eph. 2, Paul declares that we all “once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” Human wisdom is susceptible to false information and stimulus, as we shall note in a moment. Human wisdom deals in the realm of “soulish man”, but not so with the Spirit that is from God. The information that the Holy Spirit gives us concerning God and Jesus is not directed at our soul but rather is directed at our spirits.     

2. “We might know the things that have been freely given to us by God”: The second truth Paul tells us concerning the Holy Spirit’s information deals with the purpose of it, “that we might know the things freely given us by God”. The Holy Spirit’s purpose is to make known the free Gift of Jesus into our hearts, therefore, He makes sure that He deals it directly to our spirit and not our soul which, as we saw above, is susceptible to false information and stimulus.   

To make this understandable, I need to speak about the “natural man” which he mentions in vs 14 as not receiving the things of the Spirit of God.  Now remember that the “natural man” is not like the movie with Robert Redford where he was a natural baseball player. Instead, we are told in scripture that we are triune beings, “spirit, soul & body” and, when Adam and Eve fell, we moved from the top story (spirit) to the second and third stories (soul & body) of our own building as governing our lives. You can truly say in the cases of all outside of Christ their elevator doesn’t go to the top floor. There are three primary functions of a person’s soul in scripture.

1. Power to choose: It is in the soul that we exercise the power of our will and make choices. We call this “free will” in humans, but what is interesting is that the “power of choice” is affected by the other two elements of the soul. 

2. The power to feel: Now we are not talking about the sense of touch here but rather the internal feelings of “moods, urges and desires”. These things come from our soul and, oftentimes, they heavily influence our power to choose. Let’s say that I have the power of choice not to eat one of those donuts out there, but I go by the box and smell them and I have this overwhelming desire to eat 5 or 10.  So, bam, I respond and my power of feeling has influenced my power to choose.

3. The Power to reason: Now this part of our soul is like the above all internal going on in our heads. It’s based upon our ability of “observation and logic”. It relies heavily upon the five senses as well as our feelings.  It’s kind of our “Jimmy Cricket”, weighing the logic against feelings and so on. So my desire is to have 5 to 10 donuts, but my observation says, “Hey, Dale, too many people there in front of the pink box for you to grab 5 or 10”. My sight sees my reflection in the glass side door and registers this insight, “Hey, buddy, looks to me like you have had far too many trips to the pink box already!” The biggest problem with my power of reason is that, in the soul of the unregenerate man, it only lives for the “here and now” and not the hereafter. So, my power of reason says, “Compromise, take two now and as many as are left after the crowd thins out. You only live once!” 

Now back to vs 12, you see, the Holy Spirit has not made the revelation of Jesus susceptible to our power of choice in the soul as that has been the dominion of Satan and why we see the world respond to all sorts of stimulus that appeals to our feelings and reasoning for living only for the here and now.  We see this all over the place in society. Take abstinence for example.  We have the power to choose, but we have desires and feelings, and this, along with logic that is dependent upon thinking for only the “here and now”, results in folks choosing not to wait until they are married to have sex.  Even the statistics showing the rise of STD’s and teenage pregnancy has not been able to have much of an effect upon teenagers’ power of choice. Why? Because they are thinking with their soul and not their spirit. But when we start operating from a born again spirit. it’s a whole different thing because we base our choices not upon our feelings or human logic but rather God’s Word by His Spirit. These choices come at us in nano-seconds 100’s of 1,000’s of times daily, and those that are “soulish” make their choices based upon feelings and the here and now logic. Is it any wonder we see the world making all these wrong choices? What a praise that God has seen fit not to send us the message of salvation by a way that makes wrong decisions all the time but rather by His Spirit in conjunction with His word into our once dead spirit, not upon emotions, feelings or worldly logic.          
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I. Intro

I’ve got a confession.  I like to watch home improvement shows. It’s not the completed projects that interest me, it’s rather all of the processes that lead up to that. It’s why I like detective shows and crime scene investigation. In all of these things, it’s the unraveling of a mystery that holds my attention. That is why this section dealing with the inner workings of mankind’s make up fascinates me. There are two great mysteries that continue to blow my mind:

· Why does God love me?

· Why do I continue to do dumb things knowing that He loves me?

· The answer to the first is because of who He is; His nature and character are such as to love those that are unlovable.

· The second great mystery is what we are unraveling in these last two weeks. To give a quick answer, it is we fail to realize that He loves the unlovable. 

By way of review, Paul outlines for us three types of people which correspond to three works of the Holy Spirit.

1. Vs. 14 The NATURAL man:  The word here in verse 14 is where we get our word psyche which in Greek means “soul”. So there are out their today “soulish people”. The truth is, all people born after Adam start out as soulish people or natural born people. In scripture, there are three functions of the soul:

4. Power to choose

5. Power to feel

6. Power to reason

So we all start out as a “soulish person”, and it is the Holy Spirit that reveals the person and work of Jesus in the “Para” experience: 

· “Para”: In John 14:16 Jesus said, “I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever.” The word for Helper, or Comforter, is “parakletos” meaning “one called alongside to help”.  

2. Vs. 15 The SPIRITUAL man:  The word here appears 385 times in the NT and in the Greek is “pneuma” meaning “spirit”. Paul wrote to the Romans in vs 8:9, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” This is the person that has been born again and the Holy Spirit has come to abide or dwell in them.  

3. Vs. 3:1 The CARNAL man:  In the Greek, the word “carnal” means “composed of the flesh” and appears 13 times in the NT, where it is rendered several ways:  “material, fleshly, worldly” and, as here, “carnal”. This describes the “spiritual man” who makes decisions and acts like the “natural man”.  Paul said of himself in Roman’s 7:15, “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.”    

III. Vs. 13-14 The instructing work of the Spirit

Vs. 13 Paul moves from the work of the Holy Spirit’s revealing work to that of the “instructing work of the Holy Spirit”. As I said, there are three Greek verb tenses that describe the work of the Holy Spirit.  The second is what I believe Paul is referring to here:

· “En”:  In John 14:17, Jesus spoke to His disciples saying, “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” Then, in John 20:22, we are told Jesus, “breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.” This describes the work of the Holy Spirit as He indwells us.

Part of His work after indwelling us is given to us by Jesus in John 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” That’s what Paul is speaking of here in vs 13, “These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” Two questions ought to come to mind as we read this verse:

A. “What are “these thing?”?  Well, the context would indicate that it is the things “eyes, ears and hearts” of men that didn’t receive Him could not comprehend which God has prepared for those that love Him. They are that which “God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.” The things “hidden” in vs 7 have now been “revealed” to us through the Holy Spirit. It is His word by His words!

B. “Who is the “we” that teaches by way of the Holy Spirit?”  Well, this phrase deals with Paul’s testimony as to the method he employed to proclaim the word of the cross which he already spoke about in verse 1-5. In those verses, Paul spoke about the need to be broken.  Now he explains why, “Because it is the Holy Spirit” that teaches.  They owed their conversion not to the teaching of a man, but rather the instruction of the Holy Spirit through a broken vessel. 

The same, too, with an additional understanding through teaching, thus lining up behind a human teacher is foolish, as it is only the Holy Spirit that teaches. Paul says, “Hey, I did not teach you words of human wisdom but rather spiritual truths in spiritual power!” The phrase, “comparing spiritual things with spiritual”, means that Paul used the Holy Spirit to explain the Word of God; thus, the Word of God and the Spirit of God were fitly joined together.  On our sign we put it this way, “The Word of God, by the Spirit of God, to the People of God!” 

Vs. 14 Paul now launches out into the limitations of being a “soulish man” when it comes to understanding the “things of God.”  He tells us three reasons why the non-believer does not receive the word of God by the Spirit of God:

a. Stuck in the here and now: “for they are foolishness to him”. To the unregenerate man the Word of God by the Spirit of God is nonsense. Why? Well, because the things of God deal in a realm outside of the “here and now”, and the soulish man is stuck in the here and now. When Paul spoke in Athens, a university town full of human wisdom, they said “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods," because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection.” They thought that Jesus was a god and so was the resurrection.  

b. Lack the equipment (Holy Spirit) to make sense out of anything beyond the here and now: “nor can he know them”. Ever try to read the Bible prior to becoming born again?  Did it make any sense to you?  In John 3, Israel’s teacher, Nicodemus, could not grasp the need to be born again. Was he dumb? No, that was the point of Jesus saying “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” He needed to be born of the Spirit!     

c. No way of changing ourselves beyond the here and now: “because they are spiritually discerned”. Even if a person tries to be a better person and locks himself or herself up in a monastery and tries all day, they cannot change their hearts.  It is simply a work of the Spirit of God and receiving His word by His Spirit without any dependence upon our anything!    

IV. Vs. 15-16 The discerning work of the Spirit

Vs. 15 Notice the words “But he who is spiritual”.  This is Paul’s way of revealing the second of our three types of people, the “spiritual people” or ,better yet, the “God breathed on people”. You remember a moment ago where Jesus said in John 20:22 he “breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.” That’s who Paul is describing here in this section, and  it reminds us of the third aspect of the Holy Spirit and that is discerning work.

· “Epi”:  In Acts 1 :8, we read of Jesus words to His disciples, (who, I might add, had already experienced the “indwelling” experience of the Holy Spirit in John 20:22), now saying to them, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” The word “upon” is the Greek verb tense “epi”. One of the many things the Holy Spirit does when He comes upon those He indwells is empower them to be Jesus’ witness.  One of the many gifts he grants us is the “discerning of spirits” (12:10).
So, Paul tells us that the person who is indwelt and empowered by the Spirit is able to “Judge” all things. The word “judge” curiously is the Greek word for discerns. So Paul will tell us three ways the “Spiritual man” is different from the natural or soulish man:

a. Vs. 15a “Able to judge all things”:  In other words, because of the Spirit of God indwelling them, they are not limited by feelings or observation fixed upon the here and now. Instead, they have the Spirit of God working through the Word of God which can cause them to make the right choice based upon God working in our born again Spirit. Paul wrote in Rom. 8:1, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."” You see how that changes the feelings of fear to that of one that says, Daddy, Father? 

b. Vs. 15b “yet he himself is rightly judged by no one”: This speaks of the fact that human wisdom does not overturn spiritual truth.  Feelings, or here and now observations, are not stronger than God’s Word by His Spirit. Feelings are legitimate, but they are not necessarily reality. Have your feelings ever deceived you?  (Isaac thinking Jacob was Esau.)  Paul wrote to Timothy and admonished him saying, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” In other words, “God said it, I believe it, that settles it!” 

c. Vs. 16 “But we have the mind of Christ”: Paul reworks Isa. 40:13 as a rhetorical question with the answer of “Now one!”  Finally, Paul says that God has changed the way we think from choices based upon how we think and feel to an eternal perspective. Think of it this way, when we make decisions based upon our soul, we are like people walking in the dark upon a windy road with cliffs on either side. But, when the Holy Spirit guides us empowering the Word of God to our hearts, he turns on the light! Ps. 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path.”  

Thus ,the key to this is remaining teachable to the Holy Spirit as He works through the Word of God and, as we do that, we will think, feel and act as Jesus does! 
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I. Intro

In a small town, there were three churches all facing the same problem: squirrels! Yes, that’s right.  They had a varmit problem and, although they thought the critters were cute, they were a distraction which each Church independently decided needed to be handled.  Each came up with their own way of dealing with the situation. 

· The first Church decided it was God’s will they be amongst them, so they just allowed them to stay. 

· The second Church loved the squirrels and felt they had a right to exist, just not amongst them.  So they lovingly trapped them in cages and brought them to the edge of town releasing them into the world. The problem was the squirrels decided they preferred the shelter and protection the Church provided, and within a week came back to the Church to live. 

· The last Church took great time to assess the situation, in light of all of those that call their Church home. So, they decided to take a vote and make the squirrels members. Members?  How would that get rid of the squirrels you ask?  Wel,l if they were like the vast majority of the Church’s members, they would now only have to deal with them twice a year - on Christmas and Easter.   

Okay, why the story about squirrels? Well, the truth is that baby Christians are a lot like these squirrels.  They are very cute at times but can be an enormous distraction which will consume time and resources of the body of Christ. A few baby Christians in the body of Christ, as long as there is growth in their lives, is great and no big deal. But where the majority of the Church is made up of baby Christians with no growth, then we have an enormous problem. But what’s the cause and what’s the solution to this crisis that is affecting the vast majority of Churches?  That is what we will be looking at today.           

IV. Vs. 1-4 The failure of the flesh

Vs. 1 First, you will remember that in chapter three Paul describes these Corinthian believers as “carnal”. Based upon the word Paul uses, “brethren” (which is used exclusively for born again believers), we know that he is describing Christians. Remember, Paul said in 2:14 “the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God”.  So, clearly, this person to whom Paul speaks is not the soulish man that cannot receive the things of God; otherwise, he would not call them “brethren”. This, then, is a description of a person who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, thus they have become a “God breathed upon person”. Yet, clearly, this cannot be a good thing so how are we to understand this?  Well, you will recall that I told you every Christian faces two great obstacles:

a. The world: The world system which has its own definitions, standards, attitudes & goals. This is outside us and, according to scripture, is manipulated by Satan. This, in turn, has an impact upon man through what John describes in 1 John 2:16 saying, “all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.”  Simply put, the “world system” of definitions, standards, attitudes and goals works in conjunction with the second obstacle (the flesh). Paul gave us a great picture of this in Eph. 2:1-3 where we are told that “We once walked according to the course of this world (world system), according to the prince of the power of the air (Satan). Thus, we conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh; the outcome was that we were dead in our trespasses and sins.”    

b. The flesh: Remember, I said that Paul uses two words in the Greek for “carnal” in these four verses.

1. Vs. 1 “Sarkinos”: Which means “made of the flesh”. It speaks of the weakness that is common to all fallen people. We are all “fleshy” people at times, and we struggle with the old man. Thus, we all need to practice what Paul says in Eph 4:22-24; “put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man, which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

2. Vs. 3-4 “Sarkikos”: This word has the same root but the ending renders the meaning as “having the nature of the flesh”. This word describes a person that is characterized by the flesh.  They have been “born again” but are still acting under the influence of the fallen flesh.  In other words, they are “fleshly”! To this condition, Paul would speak in Romans 6:6, “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”  

There is a big difference between at times acting “fleshly” and being characterized as “fleshly”. How so? Well, Paul calls them babes in Christ. They were “in Christ”, but their natures were more characterized by the flesh than the spirit and that left them still baby believers. Paul gives a very apt description of these Corinthian believers. The problem was not that they WERE babies, but rather that they were STILL babies. 

Babies are wonderful.  New life is a joy to behold! Yet babyhood on a continual stage is a tragedy. Babies, you will recall, are universally consistent on two fronts:

a. They are absolutely dependent on others: They cannot dress, feed or in any manner take care of themselves. They depend upon others to clean up their messes. We were all at one time babies physically as well as spiritually, and, as such, have been characterized by the above.  It’s a normal thing that we go through, and the body of Christ ought to be equipped to care for such. 

b. They are really only content and happy when they are the center of attention: As long as you are playing with a baby, feeding a baby, changing a baby they are content and happy. But walk out of the room, have the phone ring or put the baby down for a nap, and they will let you now they are not happy. 

One expects for the first year and a half of a baby’s life for them to be the center of attention.  As parents, we are happy to provide all the baby needs. Paul is not speaking against this normal spiritual process.  He does not expect infants to stand up and walk from the table to the bathroom and then do the dishes. The problem was that these Corinthian believers were now over four years old and yet they were still infants. 

It is a tragic thing to see those who are believers now for several years still having to be totally dependant upon others to feed them and clean up their messes;  still having to be the center of attention instead of Christ being the center. 

Vs. 2-4 Okay, we see the problem and have made the proper diagnosis (through understanding). Paul now gives us two reasons, which led to this prognosis:

1. Vs. 2 Diet: “I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able”. Again, there is nothing wrong with “milk” as an infant can only digest this, but if you were to see a child of two or three only able to eat milk, then something would be wrong and the growth of that child would be stunted. The question, though, is what does Paul mean when he says, “they were only able to feed on milk?” Well, in Hebrews chapters 5 & into chapter 6, the author (whom I believe was Paul) tells us that three things qualified as milk. He says, “you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Heb 5:12b-14) He then goes on to say in chapter 6:1-2 that they needed to leave the discussion of the three things which he has already called milk: 

a. Evangelistic preaching: “Elementary principles of Christ”: Just what does he mean by this phrase? Well notice how he describes it in the passage; “let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God”. The word “perfection” is a word that would be better rendered “finisher or maturity” and speaks of going on into adulthood. But what does he say were the “Elementary principles of Christ”? Well, they were the teaching of  “the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God”.  Simply put, the milk is “Jesus died for my sins”! There in nothing wrong with this teaching.  It is right and extremely appropriate for those who don’t know Jesus and for those who have just come to know Him to understand that we need to repent and trust Jesus. But with that said, if all the Church ever hears is salvation messages, and they are already saved, what will happen to them?  They won’t be getting the right food, the meat which is “we died with Christ to sin”! It is a sad fact that many today are only hearing each week that Jesus died for their sins, they are never getting the meat of the word of God that they need to die with Christ to sin. The diet has left the Church anemic and unhealthy. It has meant well by reaching the unchurched but at the expense of the churched. What about those Churches who are feeding the body of Christ a proper diet and there are those who, after many years, are still babies? Well, there are many in the Church who want nothing more than “milk” because they don’t want to grow up.  They want to be dependent upon others and the center of attention, so they just tune out the word or are very inconsistent in attendance so as to not get convicted by the Spirit of God as He works through the Word of God. Frankly, most of the time these folks move on or they find a church that will excite them and entertain them but not cause them to grow. I have a name for these types of Churches “milk and cookie churches”.    

b. Rituals: “The doctrine of baptisms”: Now again, this is a biblical ordinance and, like communion, something we, as Christians, need to do. Baptism was an outward symbol of an inward reality and, as such, if you have never been baptized as a “born again” Christian, then you should do so. But here it appears that these “baby” Christians had over emphasized its importance and made the formula of baptism more important than what it symbolized (death to our old nature and life in our new nature). There are many such things in Church life that seem to take on worship instead of directing hearts towards worship of Christ. I’ve seen communion in some Churches be worshiped instead of directing our worship. While in Israel several years ago, we went into a Greek Orthodox Church on Mount Carmel and one of the folks with us set down his Bible on the ground, as there was not enough room in the pews, so that he could pray and a priest came over and read him the riot act. I think what he is talking about here is the liturgical type of services where people begin to worship the ritual. “Stand up, sit down, read this, repeat after me, come forward” and so on. There are many that have grown up in these kinds of Church services who have no idea about Christian living; they are babes in Christ! The rituals that had been designed to point people to Christ and cause growth have become a hindrance as they are just repeated every week. Again, there are those who wish to stay babes and all they want is the rituals.  They just want to get back to worshiping the liturgy and, if you mess with their liturgy, then they will let you know it and in so doing are choosing to stay babies.      

c.  Sensationalism: “Laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment”: Finally, he speaks on two more things that he qualifies as “milk” which he lumps together. 

1. The “laying on of hands” was for healing, as James tells us. The elders ought to come forward and pray over the sick and those in need. Now again, there is nothing wrong with this.  It is a good thing, but when “healings and miracles or the Gifts of the Spirit” become the central focus of the service, then the outcome is that people will come for the experience and not to grow more in love with Jesus. So there are those Churches that over-emphasize the “Gifts of the Spirit” instead of the “fruit of the Spirit”. The outcome is much of what was common in the Church of God in Corinth, as they “came short in no gift” (1:7) but were none the less “fleshly” in behavior. “I speak in tongues instead of learning how to hold our tongues!” The sad thing is there are those who, like the Church in Corinth, had the solid teaching of the word of God by the Spirit of God yet had made choices to ignore the meat on their table and just go after the “milk and cookies”.       

2. The “resurrection of the dead and the eternal judgment”. Now both of these two things speak of what we would call “end times or prophecy” stuff.  I’m not saying that we should not speak of these things, but rather we should not ONLY speak of these things. I’ve taught at prophecy conferences, and I think the hope of the soon return of Christ is a vital part of the teaching of the Word of God by the Spirit of God. But, with that said, there are those Churches that every emphasis of the message each week is on the “end times”. No doubt, the popularity of the “Left Behind” books has fueled this.  Even without this, some people will spend all their time talking about each and every event going on in the world and how it “might” relate to the rapture of the Church. I received an E-mail this week from a fellow telling me he had concrete evidence that this was the year of the Lord’s return and, for a certain amount of money, he would let me in on his secret. Milk is concerned with “scorpions” being attack helicopters, while meat is concerned with how we ought to walk with Jesus now,in light of the FACT of the soon return of Jesus for us!     

The truth is that many Churches have settled upon “milk and cookies” diets for their congregations and have produced believers who have no idea how to “rightly divide the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15).  Is it any wonder then, the Church is “fleshly”?   

The second reason that led to Paul’s diagnosis is found in verses 3-4: 

2. Vs. 3-4 Behavior: Paul gives another symptom that led to his diagnosis of them being “fleshly”.  It was seen in their behavior of “envy and strife” which led to divisions and they were behaving as soulish people. Now as babies, you can expect your fair share of immaturity. I remember when I was a kid getting report cards with notes on my behavior that read “doesn’t play well with others”. My mom was a little worried when the report card read, “don’t put hands inside of cage!” When you see kids acting like kids, it’s no big thing. Perhaps you have heard boys talking about whose dad could win in a fight? But there is something wrong when you see immature behavior in adults consistently. So today in Churches when you see cliques and competition amongst believers, it is a sign of the flesh and being a “baby”. 

The members of the body of Christ are not rivals of each other.   You don’t belong to Calvary Chapel. We have no membership class that makes you a part of Calvary Chapel. Why? Well, because you belong to Christ, and we believe in the fellowship of all believers. 


So what do I do if right now I see that I’m a “babe” in Christ and I shouldn’t be? Well, “milk” may do a “baby” good and in moderation with other foods is healthy for adults, but you need solid food of the Word of God. What is the meat?  It is the things that normally we don’t like to eat when compared with “milk & cookies”. I find that the meat of the Word always moves me away from being a baby:
· Away from being dependent upon others to feed me, take me places and clean up my messes to being self-feeding, taking others places  cleaning up other’s messes. 

· Away from ME being the center of attention, away from ME getting my way and towards Jesus being the center of attention and ME going after what He wants for me.

In a nutshell, “meat of the Word” is generally anything that causes me to die to self! Paul put it this way:

a. 1 Cor. 15:31 “I die daily.”

b. Gal. 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

c. Eph. 4:20-24 “But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”       
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I. Intro

Last week we saw Paul make a diagnosis concerning the believers in Corinth, that they were carnal, “fleshly”, characterized by the flesh. The cause for their condition was twofold:

· Diet: They had decided to partake of nothing but milk. Milk, we discovered, is described for us in Hebrews 6:1-2 and, again, I remind you that milk is fine as a part of a balanced diet, specifically for those who are babies. But when all a person partakes of is “milk & cookies”, it will retard development. 

1. Evangelical preaching: If a Christian hears nothing but how to get saved each week, they will not ever learn that they need to die to self.

2. Rituals: The very ceremonies that are intended to draw us into a deeper walk with Jesus instead, if repeated, tend to be the center of our worship rather than Jesus. 

3. Sensationalism: As great as it is to speak of the “gifts of the Spirit” and the “End Times”, if this is all a person hears when it comes to the word of God, then they will be stunted in growth.

Now with this said, it was not the case in Corinth, as they were receiving the “whole counsel” of the Word of God. So how come they were anemic?  Because they did not want to die to self. They liked to focus their attention on:

· The truth that Jesus died for them and not apply the truth that they needed to die to self. 

· They wanted to focus their attention on the formula of baptism and not that baptism symbolized the death of the old nature and the raising to life of the new man. 

· They preferred to speak on the “gifts of the Spirit” instead of the fruit of the spirit. The “do you speak in tongues?” instead of learning how to control the tongue. They wanted to get the chronological timetable of the ends times down but not the truth that they need to live holy lives because they will soon meet Him!    

· Behavior: The second thing that caused them to be “fleshly” was their behavior which was characterized by “self centered” living instead of “Christ centered” living. Envy, strife and divisions were what seemed to come from them instead of what Paul wrote to the Philippians (2:3-4) that “in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” 

Now Paul moves to the remedy for this affliction which is so prevalent in the Church today. The problem with the Church was that it was trying to build itself upon the world’s wisdom and not the wisdom of the word of God. 

II. Vs. 5-9a Busboys in cornfields

Vs. 5 In verse 4, Paul had illustrated their fleshly behavior by pointing out they were following men instead of following God’s word. It is interesting to me to follow Paul’s analogies in this chapter concerning how he sees the Word of God in the hearts of His people:

· In verses 1-4, the word of God is likened to that of “solid food” which we need to grow by. (Verse 2).

· In verses 5-9a, the Word of God is likened to “seed” which is what God gives His people to increase by.

· Then finally, in verses 9b-12, the Word of God is the material used to build the foundation which is Christ in our lives.

Now we ought to be able to comprehend these analogies before us today in verses 5-12 as they deal with things that are:

a. Agricultural

b. Architectural

The first thing Paul does is explain how foolish it is to place adoration upon either himself or Apollos. Paul uses a word rendered “ministers” in the text but, in the Greek, it is a word that means servant. In biblical times there were two main types of servants:

a. There were the “doulos”, or bondservant, which meant they were a servant by choice. This was signified by a person going to the door of the house and having their ear pierced through. The bondservant was more than an ordinary servant, because they saw their calling as that of serving their master and would do so for life. They never wanted to be free from this position and, as such, were given greater responsibility usually over the other slaves. In Romans 1:1, Paul refers to himself as a “bondservant of Jesus Christ”. 

b. There was also the “diakonos” which meant they were either sold into slavery, a prisoner or owed a debt. This type of servant took care of the menial tasks. When Jesus took up a towel and washed the disciple’s feet, He was acting as a  “diakonos” and not as a “doulos”, as this would be the lowest household duty. The word literally means “table waiter”, so perhaps today we would call him a busboy. 

Now here, in verse 5, Paul tells us that he and Apollos were “busboys” through whom they had believed as the Lord gave each of them. Stay with me now as we are still on the “solid food” analogy concerning the “Word of God”. So let’s picture ourselves going into a restaurant for a bite to eat and the food comes out being delivered to us by a waiter who also happens to bus the tables. Now the food is fantastic, I mean you have never tasted food as good as this food. A couple of years ago my brother took me to a Chinese restaurant in Modesto that had some of the best food I’ve ever eaten.  In fact, I just kept on eating until I felt as though I was going to explode. I liked it so well that Julian and I ate there, then my wife and I. Each time I go, I tell myself, “Dale, don’t eat so much, you know how full you feel afterward”, and each time I over eat. Now suppose I wanted to praise someone about the food.  You would not thank the “busboy”.  All he did was deliver the food to you. No, instead, you would send a note praising the chef who prepared such a feast.   


You get Paul’s point? Who are Paul and Apollos? They are just mere table waiters who bring you the food that the Lord gave to each. Here is what I find.  A lot of folks want to speak of how great the waiter was “Oh, he was so polite and the service was just fantastic; he made me laugh, a very friendly fellow!” I’m not saying that the waiter should be anything less than this, but would you go to a restaurant that had great service but lousy food?  I had a fellow after last week’s service tell me he was visiting from another Church. He spoke of how great the “busboy” was, “he was funny, entertaining, charismatic and very friendly”. When I asked how the food was, he said it was horrible but he stayed because he loved the “busboy”. Oh, how tragic you’re starving to death spending your time, talents and treasure on that which does not feed you because of the “busboy”.  Folks, I know this is simple stuff here, but get your eyes off of the “busboy” and onto the food he serves! In the case of Paul and Apollos, the food they served had been given them by the Lord.

Vs. 6-7 Paul switches analogies here as we move to agriculture. To understand this, look at the phrase repeated twice: “God gave the increase”. Who were Paul and Apollos? 

a. Paul was a “planter”: When a person farms, someone has to till the ground getting the soil ready for the seed. Typically, you remove rocks and other debris, then you loosen the soil, finally you plant the seed. Is this valuable? Why, of course, but a person can do all of this preparation but, if the seed they sow is a plastic bottle cap, you are not going to grow anything. The life is not in the planter or even the soil; the life is in the “seed”.       

b. Apollos was a “waterer”: That is, he was involved in irrigation making sure that the soil prepared and the seed planted had the nutrients necessary for growth. But again, pour that same water on the ground letting it run down the furrows thoroughly saturating the ground yet does that mean you will have growth?  No.  Because the life is not in the water, it is in the seed! 

At best, the pastor/teacher is just a farm worker.  It is God who “gives the increase”. Now you see the number one problem with much of that which passes as Church. We pastors have bought into the thinking that it is some new “Church growth” technique that will cause life to spring up from the ground. So we go to some conference and are taught that if we learn all your names and make you feel welcome by hugging you, then water you with those things that make you feel refreshed, we will guarantee growth. You know what, there is something that springs up in the garden of the Church but it is weeds not plants. Why, because we have sown bottle caps instead of the word of God. Let’s say this together, “God who gives the increase”. Do we pastors really believe this? Well, we will see if we employ God’s Word and not Church growth techniques. The best I can do for you today is set out those things necessary for you to grow! The word “increase” here is in a verb tense, which speaks of continual work of God. 

Vs. 8-9a Now, you will notice here that there are three things about spiritual farm workers:

a. Vs. 8 Different jobs: There are those that plant and those that water, but Paul says neither of these is what is important. Rather, it is “the Lord Who gives the increase” that is important. Follow me on this Christian, and you will discover something very powerful. Ready? All of us Christians, the moment we received Jesus, entered into “full time” service. God never gives birth to perpetual infants! We have all been given different jobs and talents which we are to use for His glory. There are far too many four to twenty five year old Christians that think that they were saved to a “cradle life”. How do you know if this is you? Well, it is in attitude. When you and I arrived this morning, we came with one of two attitudes:

1. Baby: “What can you do to meet my needs”: You have come to be blessed and, if you leave here not being blessed, then you will do so thinking, “I deserve better than this!” Some even serve because it meets their needs for something. 

2. Servant: “What can I do to bless others today!” You have come to be a blessing to others. You’re a giver, not a taker and, upon expending your time, talent and treasure, you walk away saying “I don’t deserve this”! Jesus spoke to His disciples saying this about himself, “The Son of Man has come not to be served but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.”        

b. Same goal: Notice that Paul says that the “planter” and the “irrigator” are one. No matter what we are doing for the Lord, we have the same boss.  Thus, there ought not to be competition.  Instead, there ought to be only cooperation! We are on the same team, and it is not my team or your team, it is “Team Jesus”. We are “fellow workers, verse 9”. It’s God’s field that we work, so we can all say that we are in “His majesty’s service”!   

c. Broken heart: Finally, Paul tells us that we will each receive our own reward. But look carefully at what this is based upon. Paul says that it is based upon “our own labor”. Do you see that?  It is not based upon results or success, but rather faithfulness to do what He has called us to do. Jeremiah labored 40 years with not one changed heart to those he preached. Jonah preached only for a few days, reluctantly, and a nation repented. Yet, when Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”, they responded not with Jonah’s name but rather with Jeremiah’s. The key for us in being useful is not in what we do for the Lord, but rather that we do so with broken heartedness!                  
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I. Intro

During our trip to Israel, we had the opportunity to visit one of the oldest Churches in the world “The Church of the Nativity” in Bethlehem. Perhaps you will remember it being in the news when terrorists used it to escape justice. The longevity of this structure is what fascinates me.  Fires, earthquakes and consistent warfare has not destroyed it. As impressive as this is from a structural standpoint, it is far more important to build a spiritually sound structure that will endure the trials of life in this world throughout time. Jesus said in response to Peter’s confession of Him being the Messiah, who is God, that the truth of that confession was the “rock, which He would build His church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Now that’s true spiritual longevity! But just how is this accomplished? I mean consider all the things that the modern Church considers essential in “building a spiritually long lasting and strong Church”. You know the essentials:

· Property and a nice, attractive facility on the right side of town

· Lots of money so every sort of program can be funded to meet people’s needs

· A pastor with a Doctorate degree and an engaging personality

· Important people who attend the Church, preferably celebrities 

· Finally, lots and lots of self promotion such as adds, T.V., radio

Yet with that said, none of these so-called modern day essentials were present in the early Church. Read through the book of Acts, and you will discover that they owned no property, had no money and were mostly uneducated simple pastors.  Those that attended Church were, for the most part, from the other side of the tracks, and the only thing they promoted was Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Contrast the Church today with the early Church, and you could not find any greater difference than these two Churches.  Yet, which of these two Churches reached their world? Oddly enough it is not the Church of the “inexhaustible resources” that turned the world upside down.  Instead, it was the church who worshiped the God who alone is able to do “exceedingly abundantly more than we can ask or imagine”!     

III. Vs. 9b-12 Building a Church

Vs. 9b Now, we switch analogies from agriculture to architecture as Paul says that the Church is “God’s building”! Of course, I’m not speaking of the physical location where the Church meets, but rather those that meet there. 


The first thing we realize by reading this is that God is the Architect and General Contractor.  It is He who has designed it, and it is He who ought to oversee its construction. This Church does not belong to “Pastor Dale”.   I’m not the one that is its designer.  He is. So it is very important that, as His laborer, I build it according to His design, using His materials with His heart towards the work. A lot of Churches that are around are built according to the world’s wisdom and materials but, as Paul will point out, they never last and always look funny! 

Vs. 10 Paul’s effectiveness was not based upon his skill but rather upon “the grace of God which was given him”. It was this grace that made him a wise “master builder”. This word in the Greek is one word “architekton” which only appears here in the N.T. You probably recognize this word, as it is where we get our word “architect”. In Paul’s day, the word meant builder or contractor. As a goldsmith, I was a designer/builder which is the idea here. In fact, when the Lord called me to start a fellowship a number of years ago, He did so out of  2 Chron. 2:7-9, “send me at once a man skillful to work in gold and silver… for the temple which I am about to build shall be great and wonderful.”        


Paul then tells you specifically what in Corinth God called him to do,  to “lay the foundation”. Then, He speaks of the fact that others were called to build upon that foundation.  The word “build” in the Greek is in a verb tense which means “continual action”.  In other words, God is going to continue to build upon this foundation until we see Him face to face. There are many whom He uses to do the work on us, but each ought to be very careful on how they build on us. In fact, Peter tells us this in 1 Peter 4:10 when he admonishes us that “each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” Over the last several months, I’ve watched in amazement how each worker has worked on our house, and I’ve noticed there are four things necessary to building a good house:

1. Right foundation

2. Right materials

3. Right plans

4. Right attitude

What is cool is that in verses 11-23 we see the same things: 

Vs 11 Right foundation: Now Paul has already told us that this was his work while among them for 18 months, pouring the slab. There is no mystery as to what the foundation is, as Paul tells us that it can be “nothing other then Jesus Christ”. The foundation of the Church cannot be “tradition”, “morality”, “good works” or anything else. 

· The Roman Catholic Church has said that, based upon Matt. 16:13-18, their foundation is Peter.

· Mormons say their foundation is Moroni.

· Jehovah Witnesses say their foundation is Michel the Archangel. 

Paul did not design the foundation.  He only laid it, and it is the person and work of Jesus. The structure, its size, shape and strength, all are determined solely upon the foundation.  Without a solid foundation, no matter how glorious the rest of the building, it will never be safe, neither will it ever last. Ask any builder how important the foundation is and they will tell you. Jesus spoke of the importance of a foundation as well as how it is laid in Matt. 7:26-27 saying, “everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” Do you see that?  Just hearing the word of God does not insure a solid foundation; instead, it is putting them into practice that does. James, Jesus’ half brother said something very similar in 1:22 as he admonished the readers of his letter to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only”. Now we can look out across the landscape of Churches today and see their condition.  They are in bad shape, and the reason is they have been built upon a shaky ,“sandy” foundation. Oh, they sprang up quick, but no one did a soil test or they did not set it down by applying the truth about Jesus Christ and His work as the foundation. 

1. Vs. 12 Right materials: Here is where Paul’s words about others taking heed as to how they build upon the foundation of Jesus comes into play. You will notice that Paul uses six different building materials. To look at them, they are all things that a person can use to build a structure, but this list appears to be divided into two groups. Why do I say that? Well, look at the verses that come after those where the building material is tested, and we see that Paul clearly separates these into two groups of three. There will come a time when each worker’s material is going to be tested by the “building inspector”. Furthermore, they will be “fire tested”. So here is what we see:

a. Gold, Silver and Precious Stones: What are the similarities of these materials? Well, they are:

1. Permanent: That is, they are built to last. Gold, silver and “precious stones” are durable. The words “precious stones” here does not speak of diamonds or rubies, but literally milled or quarried stones such as marble or granite. Each of these materials possesses properties that make them last and are generally not susceptible to the elements that cause erosion.

2. Beautiful: The second thing about them is that these three are each beautiful. These materials are pleasant to look at and attractive.  It is for this reason they are so highly prized.

3. Valuable: Each of these materials is expensive.  You don’t just find them lying around.  They are costly. No doubt, because of the above, they are highly prized.  It is interesting that this transcends time and cultures. In other words, all people throughout time have placed the same value upon these materials. Nobody was just giving away “free samples” of these materials.  

4. Rare: Finally, they are hard to come by. The scarcity of these materials has caused folks to spend their whole lives in search of them.   

b. Wood, hay & straw: Are materials that are:
1. Temporary: By and large, using these materials will cause a much quicker build time but, in using them, you will also sacrifice longevity of that which you build. They are extremely susceptible to the elements that cause erosion. 

2. Unattractive: They are nothing great to look at. If you have ever been in  third world countries and looked at some of the shanties in which people are forced to live, you will agree. The better the quality of building material, the more attractive the building, generally speaking.

3. Cheap: With that said, there are two major reasons why folks use inferior building materials. First, these three things are relatively inexpensive to obtain. Now I’m not saying that is a bad thing, as we ought to consider the cost verses the longevity to see if it is worth it. Now spiritually speaking, everything necessary to build upon the foundation of Christ has been given to us freely. Therefore, the only reasons for using cheap materials would be ignorance or impatience.   

4. Common: The second reason why folks would use inferior building materials is they are easy to obtain. You can find these things lying around everywhere with little or no effort. Speaking in terms of building upon the foundation that is Christ, this speaks to me idleness.    

Now you can understand a lot of the problems the Church has, can’t you? It may have been built upon the right foundation, but those that have gone on to build on it have used materials that are only temporary, unattractive, cheap and common. Why would they do so? Well, ignorance, impatience and idleness! It takes longer to build on the foundation of Jesus Christ with that which is permanent, beautiful, valuable and rare. 

Okay, then, what are those things that are in the gold, silver and marble category? Well, I only know of one thing that fits all these things the Word of God applied, which is Jesus! That’s right.  Since the foundation is Jesus, we must use material that is the “Word of God”. John tells us that the Word of God is none other than Jesus. 


Hey, Christian, we need to be built upon the foundation that is Jesus with God’s Word which is the truth of Jesus, because it is only Him that lasts in our life!    

III. Vs. 13-15 Passing the building inspector

Vs. 13-15 Now follow me on this.  The important things in this analogy are:

a. First, who the building belongs to, Jesus, it’s His Church!

b. Second, what is the building and therefore what is it constructed of?  Well, we are the building (verse 17b), and the material is the Word of God and Jesus is the Word.

c. Finally, the least important thing is those that are called to labor in the building process.  That would be you and I, as we apply the word.

How will we be able to tell if what we are made of is of inferior building materials? Well, in the physical realm, there is a standard in which all things are to be tested by.  It’s called the U.P.C. or (universal building code).  So, if a wall is put up and it’s not nailed every so many inches, the building inspector will come by with a spray can and paint the area indicating that it is not up to code. And that is just what Paul says here, “each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it”. A builder cannot go too far on the building project until the inspector comes by to check the work, and this is a good thing, for, if they did not do a good job on the framing, then finished the house, it would all fall apart.

The problem here is the way in which the Church is inspected, “it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.” Every one of us has been building in our lives from these materials.  Some of us have been at it longer than others have been, but the quality of the work will be tested.  In scripture, fire is always a symbol of testing and when trials and testing come upon your life what you have been building with will be revealed. 

Let’s say you’ve been building for several years on the foundation that is Christ applying the Word of God dying to your old self.  Floor after floor is built with “gold, silver & precious stones” .  Its not been easy to get this material.  Its come at great price, but you sacrificed. Then, suppose the floor you were called to be working on was your temper or lust.  Or,  perhaps you were on the third floor “marriage”, and you decided that you did not want to die to your self in this area and there was some wood, hay and straw that would enable you to throw up some walls and keep going. So that’s what you did.  Other floors come along and you built them with good quality material and finally the building inspector comes along with a blowtorch. What do you suppose is going to happen to the floors you built above the “wood, hay and straw” floor?  Well, the “day just declared” what work you built the third floor with. The testing of the trials of life have come and tested your work and now it looks like you are in the “remodel” phase. Now you may be able to see that I’m very familiar with this process.  That’s because I have far too often tried to take some shortcuts in my Christian growth. Folks, listen to me when I say this, “There is no shortcut in Christian maturity; it always runs straight through the cross!” When I was a young goldsmith, the master goldsmith used to have a saying he always seemed to direct at me. “Dale” he would say, “There never seems to be enough time to do it right with you, but always enough time to do it over!” Ouch! 
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I. Intro

In verse 15, we were told that the loss we suffer through the testing of fire will not cause us to “lose” our salvation, but it will cause us to have less of a reward in the end. The truth of the matter is that some of us have some pretty impressive buildings which seem to be built upon “gold, sliver and precious stones”, and we may not know what they are really made of until we see Jesus, but he will be testing everything that we built upon Him. 

The U.B.C., biblically speaking, is not our sincerity, hard work or length of time building. No, the standard is the material being applied, which is the Word of God. You won’t be able to say, “Hey, Jesus, it’s not my fault that part of my building is now a bonfire.” “You see, it’s their fault.  If they would have just treated me better, I would have built with better materials.” No, you made the choice because you did not want to die to your old selfish nature, but you still wanted to have an impressive building. It is God’s desire for you and I to be building with His glorious materials. The question I have to ask myself, as I see some floor on my building going up in flames, is why did I use inferior materials when “gold, silver & marble” were freely given to me in Christ?  I have come to two conclusions in my own life:

1. First,, and most often, I have used, and continued to build using, perishable building materials because of personal pride. After which, I make sure that I live on that floor guarding it with a fire extinguisher for fear of fire because I choose not to die to myself in this area of my life. I have too much invested keeping this floor upright to recognize that it would be better for me to just allow the Lord to tear it down and start over with nonperishable materials. It just goes back to my, “Never time to do it right but always time to do it over” syndrome!

2. Secondly, ignorance. I just didn’t know that I was using faulty materials to build with. Oftentimes, this is the fault with the Church, as we fail to teach the whole council of the Word of God. Tom gave me a quote from Warren Wiersbe that seems to sum up the problem with many a Church. “When ministry becomes performance, then the sanctuary becomes a theater, the congregation becomes an audience, worship becomes entertainment and man’s applause and approval the measure of success. But when ministry is for the glory of God, His presence moves into the sanctuary, and the people will fall on their faces and confess that God is among us!” Ouch! Oh dear Lord, I pray that You correct us from seeing ministry as a performance instead of a service for the glory of God!

Now that moves me to where we are this morning which is “What do we do if we think that we may have some areas of our lives built with wood, hay and straw?” Paul suggests two things that will help us go back and start building before you see flames.  “Check the plans, and check your motivation in building in the first place.”  (Right plans and right motivation.)

II. Vs. 16-20 The right plans

Vs. 16 Three times in this verse, Paul uses the personal pronoun “you”, and the “you” he is speaking of  is the “you” that “suffered loss” in verse 15.  Simply put, the majority of our problem lies, as I said, in the area of pride. When the building inspector of trials and tribulations comes to test our materials, it will reveal not only faulty materials but also, if this happens regularly, that we have our building plans mixed up. 


So Paul’s point, directed at you and I, is formed into a question as he asks, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” Allow me to put it this way, “Don’t you know what you’re building?” As we were going through the preparation process to build our house, prior to building, my wife and I sat down with the builder and made some changes in where we wanted them to put the fireplace and a room that was to be a den or bedroom.  We wanted to make it into a dining room instead. So they poured the slab, and it was a solid foundation.  Then, they started framing and, when we went out to look at it, they had not followed the right plans. Oh, it was still going to be a building, but it was not going to be the building that we had designed. 

Folks, a lot of us Christians are under the mistaken idea that the building that we are working on is our building, it’s “our house”, our Wal-Mart or something. So we are following the plans that suit us! That is why Paul asks, “Don’t you know what you’re building”.  I’m not building a Dale.  No, I’m building a temple that houses the Spirit of God. My problem is that my building looks far too much like Dale and not enough like Jesus! I’m following the wrong plans, man!  So perhaps this morning you realize that you have been busy working away building with great effort and complete sincerity.  You’ve made a great “YOU”, but the problem is that the “YOU” that you have been constructing is not the “HIM” that was designed.  Furthermore, the “YOU” of your effort can’t handle the fires of life. The fact is, only one built building can and  that is the temple of God. So stand back and look at your building and ask, “Does this thing look like an earthen temple that houses God’s Spirit?” There have been many times that I have looked at this building of mine, and it looked like a corporation or a Krispy Cream.  It was not a Temple to house the Spirit of God. 

Paul wrote of this temple this way in 2 Corinthians 4:7 when he said, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” When I read this, I realized that God builds his temple from the inside out.  Man, is that cool or what? I mean right now I know what God is having me build in my life is a temple. We all are temples.  That is God’s design for you and I. In the 6th chapter, he is going to develop this further, as he will speak about not polluting God’s temple. To get a further understanding of Paul’s thought here about being a temple of God, allow me to make a few observations about temples:

a. John 15:4-5 Jesus tells us that we are to “Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me, you can do nothing.” In this verse we learn several things:

1. The purpose of the temple: Jesus uses the word “abide” which means to make His permanent home in. So the purpose of the temple is for Jesus to live with us permanently.

2. The performance of the temple: Jesus says it is to bear much fruit. The temple is to be fruitful. In other words, it is not just for show.  It has a practical function, which is to bear fruit. We are not to be a storage facility; instead, we are a fruit manufacturing plant.   

3. The power of the temple: Finally, Jesus tells us that manufacturing fruit can only happen as He is the “power source”. Apart from Him, we can do nothing. Yet, as Paul would write to the Philippians in 4:13, we can do “all things through Christ who strengthens me.”     

b. The second thing to note about temples is that since God dwelt there, two things were continually happening in them on a daily basis:

1. They were a place of continual sacrifice. Sacrifice? Yes, the Jewish temple was a place of continual death!  Do you get it?  We are the temple of God now, and what do you suppose ought to be taking place in our temple?  Well, it ought to be a place where we are daily dying to self.  Paul said in chapter 15:31 in response to the boasting which we have in Christ Jesus our Lord, “I die daily.” 

2. Secondly, because they were places where sacrifice daily took place, they were also places where the people received more of Him. We are told several times that the “glory of the Lord filled the temple”. 

Is that not great?  Think of this daily.  Less of me more of the Lord, less of me more of the Lord ongoing every day!  Why?  Because we are building God’s temple, and the by-product of this will be that.

Vs. 17 Alright what happens if we don’t follow the plans for God’s temple and instead choose to build our own building?  Well, Paul says you will “defile” the temple. The word here rendered “defile” appears eight times in the N.T., and two of those are to be found right here, as the word “destroys” is the same word. In the Greek, the word is “phtheiro” and in every other place the word is rendered “corruption”. The root word means to “waste, spoil or ruin”.  Here is what we learn from this verse then:

a. What we are building, even if we are following our own plan, does not change the fact that it is still a temple.  Paul does not say that building our “own thing” becomes our “own thing”, if we build what we want and not follow the Lord’s plans. Instead, he says that in so building it, following our own plans with faulty materials, it just going to leave you with a corrupted or ruined temple. When I think of this, I think of some of those projects I’ve tried to build my own way and, when I stand back and look at them, I realized that I’ve “ruined” them.  

b. Secondly, when you, because of pride or ignorance, have ruined the temple then in effect you have ruined what you have been designed for.  And what is it designed for?  Well ,Paul tells us right here, “the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.”  In other words, when we “do our own thing”, “build what we want”, it only hurts us, for we are not functioning as we were designed for which is a holy life. There was a joke we used to play with each other as goldsmiths as we fabricated some expensive piece of jewelry. We would wait as some guy was working for quite a few hours, or even a few days, then we would come over to his bench and ask him what he was working on.  He would be quite proud of his effort.  Then we would ask, “What is it?” Then he would tell us, and we would say “Really, are you sure?”   

Let me suggest, as well, I think that we can ruin our temple in two ways:

a. Individually: When we choose to live by principals of the world and refuse to die to ourself. This is usually seen in lax morals, attitudes or actions that the world may except or embrace, but is clearly against the word of God. 

b. Corporately: When a Church seeks to be impressive and prideful, using methods and standards of the world, it then ruins that for which it has been designed.     

Now the neat thing in this is it need not be a permanent condition, which takes us to verse 18.

Vs. 18 Paul here lists two things to do if you wake up to the fact that you have been following your own plans and have ruined the temple.

a. “Stop kidding yourself”: “Let no one deceive himself”, Paul says.  God is not impressed with what we are building, no matter what kind of effort or fervor we are building with.  Put down the tools, repent of building something of your own design, take up his plans with a right heart and start afresh. “You don’t understand, pastor, how long I’ve been working on this room, I can’t just give up on it now!” Christian, no matter if you work on it for eternity, if it is not His plan, it will never amount to anything worthwhile.  Furthermore, all your energy and resources will be spent on just trying to keep it from falling down around you. And you know what’s worse?  This is the very room in which you will find yourself living!  How do I know this?  Hey, have you observed my temple?

b. “Do the opposite of what you have been doing”: Paul says if anyone among you be wise in this age, (which is in the eyes of the world), let him be thought of as a fool that he may become wise. Has applying the world’s techniques worked in building God’s temple?  No, but everybody else is doing it that way.  Have you ever observed folks in an art class when they try to duplicate the project apart from following the teacher’s principles?  They start copying a fellow student’s project, and they find out that the perspective is all out of whack.  That’s what I see a lot of Christians and Churches doing.  Some fellow writes a book taken from the business world in how to build a Church, but, the problem is, the Church is not an organization, it’s an organism. 

Vs. 19-20 Paul offers two reasons why we need to put down the tools and start doing it His way:

a. Vs. 19 Waste of time:  First off, Paul reminds us that what we are building and the way we are building it is not going to go unnoticed by God. The techniques you are using are not as good as you think. Suppose you tell your children to clean their room, as it is full of junk. Now you were very specific and said pick it up. So what do they do? Well, when you check under the bed and in the closet, they have just thrown and pushed the junk into areas that they hope you won’t look. Well, we do the same thing in our lives, but Paul says He will catch us in our own craftiness. He loves us too much to let us get away with trying to take shortcuts with His temple. 

b. Vs. 20 Won’t work: Next, Paul says that building the temple with our plans instead of His is not going to work.  It’s futile or useless. Why bother if all our effort in building by our plans is first a waste of time and second isn’t going to work anyway? God has designed us.  He alone knows the best way to be built, as well as the right material to use.   

III. Vs. 21-23 The right motivation

Vs. 21-23 Finally, Paul comes to the last thing necessary to Build God’s Church God’s way, and it deals with the heart in which we build or our motivation. 


The first thing Paul does is tell us that the answers do not come from man. Folks, get your eyes off of the table waiter and the carpenter and quit following man. Start following God’s word.  I can’t tell you how many times I’ve made this mistake by following some sort of book that told me “how to do it”!  All that happens is that people follow a man and glory in him, instead of following the Lord, Glorying in Him. Paul will tell us in 11:1 that we ought to “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” When all we do is follow someone’s book of “How to”, we just limit ourselves as “all things are yours”. Study the Word of God, not business manuals to run the Church. 


Now, the next thing I see in our motivation is that we need to have the balance between two things when we build:

a. Vs. 22 Liberty: Paul is going to give us four things that have changed our perspective because of our liberty or freedom in Christ, and it didn’t matter who led them to the Lord or what floor they were building on:

1. Life: The freedom they now had in Jesus changed their perspective on life. They ought to happy campers as they went about building God’s temple His way because all of life has changed towards them. There should be a spring in their step. Every day a new discovery. I have so much enjoyed walking through our new house discovering something new that they have built. Why, even when they have made a mistake, I have enjoyed watching how they were going to fix it. 

2. Death: We are not constrained with time limits as far as building God’s temple God’s way. There are no deadlines.  It will finish right on time. Why do I say this?  Well, death has no more sting for us Christians. As believers, we are death’s masters, not its slaves. Paul says in Philippians 1:6 that we can be “confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  

3. Things present: Everything in this life is designed to make us build God’s building God’s way.  So what seems like a mistake will, in the end, turn out to be for our victory.  That is ultimate success no matter what.  God will work it out for His glory.

4. Things to come: Finally, we have the blessed assurance that everything will become perfect when we see Him who is perfect.  It is all ours in Jesus!

That’s the liberty in Christ that we have, and it’s easy to see why this motivates us to build His building His way.  It’s guaranteed.  Now that motivates me!   

b. Vs. 23 Responsibility: Lastly, though Paul closes with our responsibility, we do not belong to ourselves.  We are Christ’s and Christ is God’s. We have been given blessings but also a responsibility to remember whose building it is.  Take it serious, Christian, to do it His way, with His materials, and you won’t regret it!   

The truth is, we have not liberty apart from responsibility, and we can’t handle the responsibility without His liberty. I’m so thankful that the goal of the Church, and every pastor, is not a mystery, as Paul tells us in Col. 1:28, “everywhere we go, we tell everyone about Christ. We warn them and teach them with all the wisdom God has given us, for we want to present them to God, mature in their relationship to Christ.” That is what we are all about, and it is what we all ought to be doing in our lives.  
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I. Intro

Over the last three weeks, we have gone over the truth that we are God’s building. As such, Paul has told us that:

· The ONLY foundation that we can have is Jesus Christ (3:11)

· We have a choice of building materials (3:12)

· These materials will be inspected and only that which passes through fire will be allowed to stay (3:13-15)

· We must be careful to use the right plans, as we are not building our own anything, we are building God’s temple (3:16-17)

Finally, Paul even gave some advice if we discover that we have either been using faulty materials or building using our plans rather than God’s:

· Put down the tools (3:18)

· Do the opposite of what you’ve been doing (3:19-20)

The focus of chapter 4 is off the building and onto the “master builder”, as Paul called himself in chapter 3. The problem in the Church of God at Corinth was divisions based upon which pastor was more popular (1:12, 3:4).  These Christians were dividing based upon their evaluations of those who were called to serve them, “Who’s the better preacher and the most popular among the people”?  So, Paul is going to give us three things every pastor must be.   If you will, these are the measures of the man, and they involve the work to which a pastor is called.  In these three things, it might surprise you what is and is not listed.  Next, Paul is going to tell us whom it is that gets to measure the man.  Let me say that a lot of folks want to line up for that job. 

I suppose upon hearing about the contents of chapter 4, you can choose to sit back and say this section of scripture has nothing to do with you. “Pastor, you have been telling me that I have to die to myself for three weeks; it’s about time you got some of your own medicine!” Fair enough, but may I say that we can look at this section in two ways:

a. Specifically: As just dealing with pastors. There is no doubt that the context warrants us looking at this section as it specifically relates to pastors, and that would mean I’m going to get both barrels.  So be it, I’m ready.   

b. Generally: As it deals with all us Christians. We are told in Rev 5:10 that he has “made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.” There is a real sense in scripture that we are all ministers to one another, a fact that is not lost on Paul as he told the Ephesians he was all about “the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”. With that said, that would mean we, too, ought to look at this section and ask ourselves if we are doing these three things. 

II. Vs. 1-2 The measure of the man

Vs. 1 Paul has been dealing with the views of the Corinthian believers towards those that God has used to minister to them. The word here, “consider”, in the Greek is “take inventory or make an estimation”. The truth is, the congregation is going to “size up” their pastor.  They are going evaluate him.  That’s why Paul instructs them on how to do so.  Paul does not say “Let NO man consider us”, as he knows that it is a natural thing. The problem was not that they were evaluating Paul, Apollos and Peter, rather the problem was the standard they were using. These Corinthian believers were viewing Paul, Apollos and Peter the way some folks view sports stars, knowing all their stats and all. So, today, there are many that would evaluate the pastor on the standards of his personality, popularity, education or experience and, as important as those things are, they are not, according to Paul, the standard we ought to go by.  Instead, he suggests “three marks that make up a pastor”. With that said, I believe these marks ought to be visible in three distinct areas in his life:

A. His nature: Before anything else, the man that serves as a pastor must posses these things in his very nature.   They are his make-up and serve as his guidelines and standards by which he weighs what he is going to do.

B. His responsibility: Secondly, they are his responsibility towards God, as well as God’s people. The pastor won’t serve the body right unless he serves the Lord right, and he won't serve the Lord right unless he sees himself right.  

C. His work: It is because these marks are his nature and responsibility that they are his life’s work and that which he practices daily. 

If they are only in his work or responsibility, then he is most likely not called to serve the Lord .  If they are visible in his nature without being put into practice, then he is serving people rather than God.  

The first two verses serve as defining the “Three marks of a pastor”:            

1. Servant: “Servants of Christ”:  Paul uses an interesting word here for servant.  It is “huperetes”.  In the Greek ,it mean literally an “under rower”. In our culture, this word or term would mean nothing but, to the Corinthians, they knew exactly what an “under rower” was. They were a double seaport, so they saw Roman warships all the time.  They were “galley ships” with an upper deck where the captain and crew would be.  Then, underneath them, were where the under rowers, or galley slaves, were located.  It was their task to row when the captain told them to row and to stop when he told them to stop.  Their whole business each and every moment was to obey what the captain told them to do.  In their world, they were the lowest rank, had the hardest work and were the least appreciated.  Now in Luke 1:2, we are told that the apostles were “eyewitnesses and ministers (under rowers) of the word”.  So what does this mark stand for?  Well, it tells us the most important thing about the heart of the pastor.  It reveals who he works for and who is his captain.  Now, some folks think that the pastor works for himself or the church or a particular denomination, but, right here, we are told who it is that he works for, “he is the under rower of Christ!” Before he is to serve the body, he must, in nature, responsibility and work, be committed to obeying the voice of His captain, Jesus! So that is what you ought to evaluate me on. You want a man who is committed to following the Master not only in his own life, but in those he is called to serve Jesus in. There is a funny thing I’ve noticed over 15 years of being a pastor.  Some folks really want you to do what they want but, when it comes to you doing what others want and not what they want, then they accuse you of being a “man pleaser” and not a “master pleaser”.  My greatest responsibility is pleasing my master and doing what he wants me to do, even if some of you get mad and leave. You ought to want it no other way!        

2. Steward: “Stewards of the mysteries of God”: Here, Paul uses another word to describe the second mark of a pastor, and it is a word that in the Greek means “house manager”. This person was placed in complete control of the master’s property.  I suppose the best glimpse of this is found in Joseph who was placed over Potiphar’s house.  He owned nothing in the house, but it was his duty to manage the house as if all it was his. Look carefully at what Paul says here, that the pastor ought to be dispensing and managing for his master, “the mysteries of God”.  In scripture, a mystery is not something that cannot be known rather it is something that was once hidden, but now in Christ is visible. 

a. Mark 4:11 Mystery of the kingdom of God: Which was the truth that God has been at work throughout history.

b. 2 Thess. 2:7 Mystery of iniquity: Which explains why  mankind can never make any progress in fixing their own problems.  

c. 1 Tim. 3:16 Mystery of godliness: Which speaks of the incredible truth that Christ dwells in us.     

These are all revealed truths in scripture which the pastor is to dispense to the people of God. These are not my truths.  They are not studies of secular research, surveys and opinion polls or psychological observations. No, they are the truths of the Word of God applied to our hearts!  Paul spoke of this to the Ephesian elders when he said that he had “not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”  Paul dispensed all of scripture as he told Timothy that “all of it is profitable”. Therefore, you ought to evaluate as one that gives you all of God’s counsel not just part of it. We ought not to be “peddling” a program but rather rightly dividing the Word of truth!  It is interesting to me that the abbreviation for one of the most watered down Bible versions ever to be published is MSG.  MSG is a man made flavor enhancer that causes many people to become ill and sickly!          

3. Steady: “It is required in stewards that one be found faithful”. Finally, Paul gives the last of the true marks of a pastor, and that is he is found faithful. Trustworthy and consistent is placed as an essential. Notice that it is “required”.  This is not a mere suggestion,  an “Oh, by the way, it would be nice if he was faithful!” Man, in the Church today how often is a pastor evaluated upon his brilliance, cleverness and creativity. The question is, “To whom is the pastor to be absolutely faithful and trustworthy?” Well, he is to be steady to the one who is his master.  Again, he is to be a master pleaser and not a man pleaser!   
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I. Intro

The story is told of a young pastor who was giving the teaching of his life.  I mean, the illustrations were flowing and the scriptural references were backing every point. The congregation was captive upon the expositional expertise as every word he spoke was empowered by the Holy Spirit. After the service, many came up to express that what he had just shared was perhaps the single greatest message they had ever heard uttered.  As he and his wife got in the car to head for home, the pastor was still enjoying his success as he said out loud in the car, “I wonder how many great Bible teachers there are in the world today?” Not a sound was heard from his wife as he grinned in teaching triumph. Minutes went by and still not a word, so he ventured out with the question again still fishing for the response he wanted,  “I wonder how many great Bible teachers there are in the world today?” Finally, his wife took the bait, “I’m not sure honey, but I’m certain one less than you think!”  Though this is not a personal testimony, I’m embarrassed to say it could have been. Nothing has led to the downfall of Churches and pastors more than pride.  Paul’s focus had been upon the Corinthians and their pride over who taught them specifically Paul and Apollos. So first he reminded them that both he and Apollos were servants building God’s building. Then two weeks ago, as we started chapter four, Paul switched his focus upon not what they were, “the temple of God”, but upon those that were used in their construction “the wise master builders”.  


In the first two verses, Paul gave three marks that ought to make up every pastor:   

· Servant: “Servants of Christ”: So what does this mark stand for? Well, it tells us the most important thing about the heart of the pastor as it reveals who he works for, who his captain is. Now some folks think that the pastor works for himself, or the church or a particular denomination, but right here, we are told who it is that he works for, “he is the under rower of Christ!”

· Steward: “Stewards of the mysteries of God”: Here, Paul uses another word to describe the second mark of a pastor, and it is a word that in the Greek means “house manager”. This person was the “house manager” and was in complete control of the master’s property. They were the ones to obtain and dispense supplies to the family they served.  According to this verse, what was it that they were to dispense?  Well, we are told here it was the “Word of God”, “the once hidden now made manifested mysteries of God”.  In other words, they were not to dispense studies of secular research, surveys and opinion polls or psychological observations, but rather the truths of the Word of God applied to our hearts! Paul spoke of this to the Ephesian elders when he said that he had “not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”  Paul dispensed all of scripture as he told Timothy that “all of it is profitable”.  

· Steady: “It is required in stewards that one be found faithful”: Trustworthiness and consistency are placed as an essential and not a mere suggestion. All too often, a pastor is evaluated upon his brilliance, cleverness and creativity instead of being steady to the one who is his master.  He is to be a master pleaser and not a man pleaser!
III. Vs. 3-5 Who measures the man

Now we can look at this specifically, as dealing with the pastor only, or we can seek to apply this to us Christians generally and our threefold evaluation would be to ask ourselves: 

· Am I Jesus’ servant or my own. Who’s the captain of my ship?

· Am I seeking to apply my master’s word in every area of my life?

· Am I totally sold out to pleasing my master, or do I still want a little action on the side for myself? 

Vs. 3 Having dealt with the standards of evaluation, Paul now goes on to speak about those that do the evaluations. He lists four different groups that do evaluations on us. The word here, rendered “judged and judge”, in this verse means to “investigate, question or evaluate”.  Paul says something quite interesting about three of those that do the evaluations.  He says “it is a very small thing that I should be judged”. In other words, he is not all that bothered by some of the three of evaluations. This would seem to be very arrogant to say this until you realize why he is not all that concerned about what three of these folks have to say about the “measure of the man”. You see, Paul says that, not because their opinions don’t concern him, but rather compared with what the fourth person’s evaluation of him is.  They pale in comparison! So just who are the four that evaluate the pastor as well as you?

a. Vs. 3a “I should be judged by you”: The question is just who is the “you” in this verse?  Well, Paul is speaking to the Church of God at Corinth, so the “you” is the Church, and it is a very small thing that they evaluate him. He is not saying he doesn’t care about what the Church thinks about him, but rather it is not as important to him when compared to what the fourth person thinks of him.  Let me just say that how you may evaluate must first be in the above three areas; “Jesus’ under rower, rightly dispensing the Word of God to you and always seeking to be pleasing my Master”. 1 Sam 16:7 tells us “the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Stuart Briscoe said something very interesting.  He said there are three common ways the Church evaluates a pastor:

1. Adulation: Which swells the head!  Nothing wrong with encouraging the pastor, but too much of it will cause a swollen head.  The best advice I ever heard about this came from Pastor Chuck when he said that we must not touch God’s glory because if you take credit for the good, you must accept the failures as well.  I must say that I fear this evaluation more than any other people may give me because nothing will bring down a man and his ministry quicker than a swollen head!   

2. Manipulation: Which ties the hands!  This is very subtle, but usually follows along the lines of someone being upset at something that has been taught or the way the worship is done. Then the manipulation happens.  If it doesn’t change to please them, they are going to leave. So there becomes a power struggle over some area, and those folks had better mend their ways.  If the pastor gives into this, then he will be a man pleaser and not a master pleaser. 

3. Opposition: Which breaks the heart!  Finally, usually after manipulation fails, you get opposition and people leave because they are all upset, often trying to get others to join them. It breaks my heart to see folks upset and angry. Yet with that said, I would much rather have a broken heart than a swollen head!  I’ve never had any thing said about me personally that did not have some truth that I could glean from.         

b. Vs. 3b “Or by a human court”  The word here in the Greek is “human day or mans day”, and it means in contrast to the spiritual realm. In other words, Paul is speaking of how society may evaluate the pastor.  Again, it is not that we are unconcerned with how society evaluates but, in comparison to the fourth person, it is a small matter. Paul wrote to Timothy in 3:7 that an elder ought to have a “good reputation with outsiders”.  I recently had a discussion with a fellow who does a lot of work with Christians, and he spoke of a Church where he had to threaten a lien against their building project in order to get paid what they owed him. To make matters worse, the person he spoke with at the Church is an elder, as well as vice president of the bank!  This Church did not have a “good reputation” as far as he was concerned.  

c. Vs. 3c- 4a “I do not even judge myself”:  Paul clarifies this with the words “I know nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this”. In other words, we have a tendency of either being too soft on ourselves or too hard on ourselves. I think it is a great thing to be able to say “I know nothing against myself”. Personally, I have never been able to say those words.  I can always see some area of my life where I need to die. Yet, even if I could, this would not justify me as God looks at my heart, and it’s possible that I’ve overlooked some area of my life!  What acquits me before the Lord is not that I’m perfect, but rather that Jesus Christ died for all my failures and sins! 

d. Vs. 4b “He who judges me is the Lord”: Now we come to why all the above was a small thing.  It’s because the one who evaluates the pastor is the Lord! His opinion is far more important and, furthermore, it is far more accurate.

Vs. 5  His evaluation of me is ongoing, as the word “judges” is in the present tense. Paul concludes with an exhortation to those who fit the other three groups who will evaluate: “Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes”.  No matter how much insight we may have into each other, we still don’t know what lies at the heart of man, not even our own heart. God will bring it out in the open soon enough.  Furthermore, Paul lists two areas where we cannot know that He knows:

a. “Bring to light the hidden things of darkness”: Those things that nobody sees or knows about but us. This doesn’t mean sinful or evil things necessarily, but rather those things that nobody has seen. That is not a bad thing in some cases, as Jesus admonished us to “not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing”. So rest assured, all those hidden things are going to come out in the open. Personally, this verse brings me more fear than joy, and it shouldn’t!   

b. “Reveal the counsels of the hearts”: This deals with not what we do, but rather why we do it, or our motives! We can see actions, but we don’t know what is behind the action, and here we see that when the Lord comes He is going to bring to light why I do what I do.

Now Paul concludes with a positive statement “Then each one's praise will come from God.”  Praise?  Oh yeah, praise from God about all those things that you never knew I did and why I did them all for God’s glory and not my own.  I tell you the day we appear before the Lord will be a day of many surprises.  I’ll know how you evaluated me and,  more importantly, I will know how my master sees me!

III. Vs. 6-7 Questions for arrogant answers
Vs. 6 Paul starts out by explaining that what he has just shared about dealing with “three measures of the man” ought to be applied to Apollos and himself.  The purpose was to eliminate taking pride in who taught them. The emphasis was upon “style” and that was going beyond “what was written”.  Furthermore, it had a tendency to “puff themselves up”.   I think one of the dangers in the Church today is when the Church becomes attached to a “man” instead of the person and work of Jesus! 

a. Now some of this is because the “man” promotes such worship of himself.  We see an example of this in Acts chapter 8 with Simon who had practiced sorcery in Samaria. Those in Samaria had heard Simon’s own press clippings that “he was someone great and that his power was from God”.  But when Philip went there and preached the gospel, many left the influence of Simon and followed Jesus instead, and Simon also did so.  He became amazed at God’s power as it flowed through Philip and Peter seeking to gain back the adulation he once had over the people and sought to purchase the Holy Spirit from them. 

b. There are those though, such as the case in Corinth, who do not seek the praise that comes from men and still people seek to follow a man instead of the person and work of Jesus.  Paul and Barnabas had experienced this in Lystra as we are told in Acts 14, as the men in the city responded to the healing of the crippled man by bringing sacrifices to the city gates.  Paul stopped their worship of them by saying “We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them”.       

 Either way, the outcome is pride and conceit, and it is this that has stunted the growth of the Church in Corinth. So Paul says the basis of evaluation in which they had so identified with as they took sides saying they were of Paul or of Apollos was not the standards they ought to be evaluating upon. They ought to have been seeing both of  them as ones that were:

· Under rowers of Jesus and not them

· Dispensers of the Word of God

· Master pleasers and not man pleasers
The wrong things in evaluations had left them to see Paul, Apollos and themselves in competition because of their own personal preferences and prejudices. Why?  Because they had gone beyond what was written.  The outcome of such evaluations of Paul and Apollos were “inflated” views of themselves. The N.I.V. renders this word “puffed up” as arrogant. Webster’s dictionary gives an accurate definition of the word, as it says that arrogant is “disposition to exaggerate one's own worth or importance”. These Corinthians were exaggerating their own self worth based upon whom they identified as their pastor.  Man, how tragic that their importance was tied to a mere man instead of the Son of God.  Think of it, Christian.  Why would any of us want to exaggerate our self worth based upon anything so temporary as something we find in this world.  Don’t you know the truth that Paul spoke of in Romans 5:8 that “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Now compared with that, nothing we would use to “puff” ourselves up could do anything but diminish our own worth in the eyes of the Lord!  

Vs. 7 Now Paul offers them, and us, three questions to ask ourselves when we have a “disposition to exaggerate one's own worth or importance” apart from how our Lord sees us. 

1. Presumption “For who makes you differ from another?”: In the Greek, this question is a little difficult to translate as the word “differ” can mean two things:

a. It can mean what makes you “different” from another. The implication being that there are no grounds in comparing ourselves with another since any differences would be attributed to God.   

b. Or it can mean what “distinguishes” you from another.  Here, the implication is upon what grounds they have of boasting. 

Either of these ways of interpreting this word still leaves the question to ask ourselves if we find ourselves in an attitude of exaggerating our own self worth.  It is presumptuous of us to compare ourselves with another.  I mean, “Who do we think we are to compare ourselves with another?” “Are we saved a different way?”  On what basis do we regard ourselves as being superior to someone else in the body of Christ?  We are all made of the same stuff and apart from Christ all of our stuff stinks!  We therefore have nothing to brag about!  There has never been, and there never will be, another person born that was not born a sinner other than Jesus. 

2. Ungrateful “ And what do you have that you did not receive?”:  Here Paul asks them, and us, another question when we are elevating our self-importance, “Whatever you have that does distinguish you from someone else is of grace.” To act as if what we have, no matter what it is, because of some sort of personal superiority is too ungrateful to the “Giver” of all things. In other words, what part of our life that has left us exaggerating our self worth is anything other than a gift?  If you have wealth, intelligence, beauty, what part of that do you claim as originating from you?  Everything we have and are comes from the hand of God, and to act superior towards another is to be ungrateful to the Person who gave you the qualities that make you feel superior! 

3. Ignorant  “Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”: This question presupposes the answer to the above as being “nothing”.  What do I have that I did not receive, NOTHING!  So if you possess that which was a gift, then why do you act as if you earned it?  If we think we here at Calvary Chapel are better than everybody else and what we have is a gift, then we have nothing to brag about.  And to brag about ourselves is to be ignorant. The whole basis of pride is nothing more than a fabrication based upon ignorance. 

So when you and I are prone to “exaggerate our own worth or importance”, we are saying three things about ourselves:

· Presumptuous

· Ungrateful

· Idiots

Now don’t you feel better about yourself!  Pride is saying to everybody that we are “presumptuous, ungrateful idiots”! Oh, dear Christian, why not say what He says about us that we are the “beloved of God, called to be saints:” (Rom. 1:7).  Therefore, it is as Paul would say to the Ephesians in 1:6-8 “to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him, we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence.”
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I. Intro

Paul moved in his letter to the Corinthians from “building” to “builder”, but, in each of these, his focus was always upon the greatest reason for personal, as well as Church failure. The simple answer is a five-letter word - PRIDE!  We have no greater enemy than conceit, nothing that will derail our spiritual growth greater, than personal pride.  As I said last week, Paul addresses this by giving us three questions by which we can assess our attitude:

a. Presumption  “For who makes you differ from another?
b. Ungrateful   “And what do you have that you did not receive?”

c. Ignorant  “Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”

To take stock in ourselves and feel that we are something is to be “presumptuous, ungrateful & ignorant”. Furthermore, it is to rip ourselves off from how we are seen in Christ.  Paul now address how we will know if we have failed the essay questions on the test.  Then he is going to give us four attitudes of what a real Christian ought to look like, and, in so doing, he shows them what they looked like. So do you just want to skip this section of scripture and find something less convicting?  I say this because this section had me in tears as it peeled back my heart. The study of these verses left me asking myself several personal questions, “Dale, just when did Christianity and your faith in Christ become mainstream and acceptable in the world?” “When did believing in God become what the IN group wants?” “In my rush to find acceptance from those around me, have I settled for a veneer of reality, the rest is particleboard?” The truth is, I’m not so sure that I really want to answer those questions. 

II. Vs. 8 The conscience of conceit

Vs. 8 Paul is going to use some godly sarcasm to get them to look at their attitudes. Godly sarcasm? Yeah, there is such a thing.  The word has its origins in the Greek where it means to “tear the flesh”.  The English definition means “to speak in such a way as to employ wit that inflicts pain”.  But the godly variety is not designed to “tear down” a person, rather it is designed to tear down the flesh in order to establish the new man.  So that is what Paul does here. 


Now, as Paul says these words, he is getting at how they view themselves as compared with how they ought to have viewed themselves. I was reading Allen Redpath’s words on this section on how subtle conceit is within, and  his words cut deep into my heart:

“Here is where we part company with Paul.  Oh we say amen to his words, but the truth is we want both worlds. Yes, we want a life that does not glory in the flesh and only glories in the Lord, but we would like some recognition for living such a life, a little praise from our fellow Christian for dying to self.  Some popularity and notoriety for being so humble, just a little applause so we can say, no, please don’t clap, well, OK, if you must!”  Ouch, well that hurt didn’t it? 

In using godly sarcasm, Paul tells them two ways they can know that they have slipped into a conceited attitude. These two things are subtle in our hearts.  They are not going to be found on our lips or even in our thought life, but they will be hiding in our attitudes and will manifest themselves in our actions towards others.

A. “You are already full!” Paul uses words in the Greek that mean “to be in a state of completion”.  What?  Let me state it in a way in which we can understand.  You will know that you are conceited spiritually when you have an attitude that “You’ve arrived!” “Yes, I used to be like you, but now I’m “THERE”!  Paul points out that these Corinthian believers had started to think of themselves as having arrived at spiritual completion! Paul would write to the Galatians “If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” All sorts of things can be a source of me thinking I’ve arrived, can’t they?  We could study our Bibles real well and think that we are better than everyone else.  These Corinthians who were only four years old in Christ and still baby Christians thought of themselves as superior than everybody else.   

B. “You are already rich!” The way in which this is used in the Greek is saying that they have gone on without them. Here is this hidden attitude, “A sense that we don’t need anything or anyone else!”  Jesus spoke to the Church at Laodicea by describing their attitude as thinking of themselves as “rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing” to which Jesus tells them they “do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked”.  This conceited attitude of thinking that we don’t need anyone or anything blinds us to our true state, doesn’t it? 

Paul goes on to say they were in a dream world thinking they were already reigning in Christ.  They were already in the millennial period and Christ was reigning, and they were in their glorified bodies. The only thing is, they had gone on without Paul and the other apostles.  To this, Paul comments that he wishes it were true so that he would be reigning with them.  Do you see this attitude?  They had become smug and self-righteous.  They started to see themselves as having arrived and not in need of anything more.  Thus, they were better than everybody else.  Paul wrote to the Philippians the opposite attitude as it related to himself, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:12-14) 


Hey, Christian, watch out.  Guard your heart because there is a subtle attitude that creeps in our hearts that starts us thinking we are better than those we are called to reach.  A conceited heart leads to a complacent heart!  The deceased atheist, Madelyn Murray O’Hare, looked out at the Church and our smug self-righteous attitude and declared Churches as “Tax deductible country clubs”. Don’t dismiss the quote because you don’t like the author.  In all fairness, I’m not all that sure that at times this quote doesn’t fit us!  My good friend, Gene Pensiero from C.C. Hanford, had the job of printing up the program for a men’s retreat. The retreat was titled “The Marks of Maturity”, a study in the book of James. To give me a bad time, Gene printed out the program and, under the title, used our logo and my name and, then, in small print, he put the rest of the Calvary’s.  Having received it in the mail, I laughed, but I also looked into my heart to see if I felt,  in some way, as if we were the “Marks of Maturity”. There are several things that I think today leads Churches into an attitude of thinking of itself as having “arrived” and “not needing anything or anyone”. 

a. Prosperity:  Lots of money and property - a good financial bottom line. Now I’m not saying that this is bad, but oftentimes a Church starts thinking it has arrived and doesn’t need anything or anyone when they have plenty of money in the bank. 

b. Prominence:  Now this one is harder to pin down, as it deals with reputation or what our identity is in. We could have a reputation for being an “others centered Church”.  We may have people think of us as a Bible teaching, praying Church. Perhaps folks think of us as very friendly. Maybe we are the “cool, what’s happening church”, the place where there is great worship. These reputations are not evil or bad in themselves but, when we begin to think of ourselves as being better than everybody else, then we have slipped into conceit. The Church of Corinth was lacking in no spiritual gift.  They had great teaching, but they began to think they had arrived and needed nothing else.  I was at the gym when a pastor of another Church started talking with me.  As we shared, we found we both were having men’s retreats on the same day.  He began to tell me the book and author they were going to go through and, because I don’t read a lot of the same books, I had never heard of him or his books. The look I received was, “Man, you are really out of touch with the cutting edge of Christianity.”  He then asked me what we were going to be doing at our retreat, and I said “James”.  “James?” he replied!  The look he then gave me was one showing he did not have a clue, and I was thinking, “Yeah, you know the half brother of Jesus, five chapters, just before 1 Peter!” My point?  Reputation taking pride in what we identify with thinking that we’ve arrived and don’t need anything else. Both of us had been guilty of it, and we had completely different identities.

c. Proportions:  This is “how large” is your fellowship.  The bigger, the greater the feeling that we have arrived and don’t need anything else. “Oh, we are the large Church on the corne, with the big buildings!” 

Hey, brothers and sisters, this kind of conceit flies in the face of Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:6 where he tells the disciples, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.”  It is only in recognizing that we are always to hunger and thirst for His righteousness.  Then we are going to be continually filled.    

III. Vs. 9-13 What Christians ought to look like

Paul now moves to what true Christians ought to look like and how they were the complete opposite. In so doing, he is going to give them four attitudes that sets apart the Christian with a broken heart. These four words are foreign to our concept of a right heart:

· Vs. 9 Spectacles
· Vs. 10 Fools
· Vs. 11-12 Homeless
· Vs. 13 Filth of the world
1. Vs. 9 Spectacles:  The words “For I think that God has displayed us” are interesting ones.  They were the words used to describe gladiator shows. There was a grand pageant as the combatants would come out.  At the front of the group was the main event, those that everybody wanted to see fight.  Then, at the end, were those condemned to death that would fight the lions. Paul says that he and the apostles were those that came out last, condemned to death.  They were to be made a “spectacle”.  Here, the word used is where we get our English word for theater.  Several truths come to mind as I read these words, as it relates to what the attitude of my heart ought to be:

a. First, since Paul says that he was a “condemned to death man”, it shows me that I’m to be living a self-dying life. I ought to live with an attitude that is “reckoning ourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 6:11) 

b. Second, since the above is true, I ought to have an attitude that is not wasting any time.  I mean, if we knew we only had a short time to live, we would not want to waste any time would we?  We would want to squeeze every bit of living in that we could.  The author of Hebrews wrote, we ought to “consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”  

So we Christians ought to look like those who are dead to the old nature and who are not wasting any time living for the Lord now!

2. Vs. 10 Fools  Paul here uses a series of three contrasts between how the Corinthian Christian saw themselves and how the apostles were seen by the world. 

a. “They were fools for Christ while they were seen as wise in Christ”:  Being seen as fools versus being seen as wise. This has to do with teaching, doesn’t it?  What could have caused the message of Paul to be thought of as foolishness while the message of the Corinthians was to be seen as wise?  Well, back in chapter 1:23, Paul told us that the message of Jesus Christ crucified was foolishness to the Greek thinkers.  So that means that these Corinthians had compromised the word of God to accommodate the world.  In so doin,g the world thought of them as “wise”.  Oh, the world didn’t laugh at them anymore because they had adjusted their teaching so they wouldn’t be ridiculed.  Hey, you know what, Christian.  If you want to go mainstream and want the world to like you, here is what you do: “First, believe in evolution as a fact and deny creation.” 

“Second, stop being so exclusive; all truth is God’s truth, the Bible isn’t the only truth that there is.” 

“Third, don’t talk about sin, it makes folks feel bad.”   

You do that, and people will think Christianity is cool, hip and even fun!        

b. “They were weak while the Corinthians were strong”: This has to do with power or effectiveness.  The apostles were seen as weak and ineffective, while the Corinthian believers were seen as powerful. “We are Christians, here us roar with numbers too big to ignore!” How do you do that?  Well, take on the world’s agenda and causes and make them yours. Whatever bothers them, become an expert and major in minor’s man!    

c. “They were dishonored while the Corinthians were distinguished”: This has to do with reputation. The Corinthians were cool.  They were alright to be part of their group.  It was “fun” to belong to them. The apostles’ group was completely without honor and reputation. 

So what do all these three things have in common?  Well, Paul is saying that the Christians ought not care about how the world sees them; they do not care about being popular or accepted by the mainstream.  It seems to me, the Church has become far too concerned about what the world thinks about it.  We are trying to gain legitimacy with the world, but the price has been truth and holiness! So Paul says that true Christianity is not concerned with what the world thinks about us.  We are not trying to gain votes so we can get elected; we have already been elected!         

3. Vs. 11-12 Homeless  Here, Paul lists another attitude which is best seen in the fact that we Christians live a different lifestyle.  He describes it this way, “they both hunger and thirst, are poorly clothed, beaten and homeless.”  Yet, lest they misunderstand him, Paul goes on to say that they “labor working with their own hands”. 

a. The common denominator in all of this is to say that living the Christian life is not to be concerned with the “things of this world”.  The Christian lifestyle is different.  This is not our world, so the physical things of this world are not what we pursue.  We don’t have, not because we are lazy or we think working is beneath us, as we will do any job or work any hours, so we can better serve our Lord. 

b. Next, Paul says that what the world may think of us doesn’t cause us to think of them with any other view than how the Lord sees them.  They may abuse us with words, and we bless them with words.  They beat on us, and we just stand there and love them. The words “defamed and entreat” are “vilify and invite”. Wow, Paul says the world “saw them as villains, and  their response was to invite them into the kingdom of God.” 

4. Vs. 13 Filth of the world:  The world, Paul says, has made them to be the filth that comes off the floor. They are that which is to sweep up and be thrown away.  They are also the “off scouring”.  The word is that which is left on the plate after a person eats. The world had made the apostles out to be the outcasts of the world.  The Corinthian believers were trying to be seen as the cream of the crop, while Paul and the apostles were the scum and dregs of society.  So, what’s the attitude?  Well, Paul obviously didn’t care how the world saw him.  He was only concerned with how the Lord saw Him. 

The truth is what life does to us will depend upon what life finds in us!  Oh, dear Christian, which one of these two types of Christians do we want to look like?    
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I. Intro

Have you ever written an e-mail or letter and have someone misunderstand the heart of what you wrote?  Paul has been addressing these Christians in Corinth in the area of their pride.  Last week, he used godly sarcasm to correct their feelings of having arrived and of not needing anything or anyone else. He drew the contrast of what they had become in their own eyes and how the world saw Paul and the other apostles.  In the remainder of this chapter, Paul wants to make sure they did not misunderstand his attentions in correcting them.  As a parent, nothing that we do is more difficult than correcting our children.  Our goal is change behavior that is not beneficial to their development and growth.  Yet, we love them and hate to see them hurt, especially when we are the ones that have caused the pain. Because of our strong dislike of correcting our children, oft times we just don’t do it and the outcome is that the “inmates end up running the asylum”.  I was at a fast food restaurant not long ago when I heard a frustrated mother of three yell at one of her darlings, “This is the last time I’m going to tell you that it is the last time!” 


How do we correct?  What can we do or say that will help elicit change? That is what Paul is going to reveal to us in the final eight verses of chapter 4.  It is important because, in chapter 5, he is going to address outward behavior.  So this sets the context of what he has said, as well as all of what he is going to say to them. When I was a goldsmith, I learned how the price of diamonds was established on the four C’s “cut, clarity, carat, and color”.  When the diamond cutter gets a rough diamond, it is his job to get the maximum value out of the stone, so he uses the same four C’s in order to achieve the greatest value for each gem. What does that have to do with correcting God’s children?  Wel, Paul gives us four C’s that encourage change in order to get the most value out of our lives:

· Convey

· Copy

· Confront

· Choice

II. Vs. 14-15 Convey

Vs. 14 Throughout this section, Paul has used many different jobs to describe the work of a pastor, “servant, farmer, builder, galley slave, house manager”.  But here, he uses the most important of them all “parent or father”.  Paul has been stern.  He’s used godly sarcasm to tear their hearts away from their pride, but he wants them to know why he has been so tough on them.  It’s because they are his beloved children. 


In the famous words of Jesus in Matthew 28: 19, we are told by Him to “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations”.  There is a subtle truth in His words that often get overlooked as we focus on a call to reach the world.  It is the word “disciples”. Jesus does not tell us to go and make “converts” or “church attendees” but rather those who seek to follow Jesus.  A convert or a person who comes to Church requires little or no attention after their initial response but to be involved in making followers of Jesus requires constant effort.  Look at the animal kingdom.  For the most part, the parents plop out the young and go off and eat.  I’m afraid that far too much of Christianity has approached birthing its young in the same way.  They come forward, make a profession of faith by repeating after a person as they pray, then it’s “have a wonderful life, see you in heaven!” but not so with Paul.  It broke his heart to see these Corinthian believers become impoverished in their faith.  Paul wants them to know that his words were not motivated out of revenge because they had disrespected him rather, he was motivated out of love as being their spiritual father. 


Paul gives us four things necessary to correct God’s children in these verses.  They are the four C’s that give the greatest opportunity for a person to change.

1. Vs. 14-15 Convey: Having just used godly sarcasm, it is not hard to imagine some of the Corinthians reading this letter and feeling shame. The Greek word for shame carries with it the idea “to turn around one’s feelings”.  Something clearly Paul wanted to accomplish. The point Paul is making is that he wanted their feelings of themselves to turn around from pride to humility, but  he wanted to make sure that they would not become bitter at his correction.  Paul’s goal was correction, not destruction!  Think of this a minute, and ask yourself what could make a difference in us receiving something as correcting and not destroying, if the words used were the same?  The answer, of course, “who said them!”  Thus, the first C of correcting God’s children to change is to convey two equally important things (Love & truth): 

a. Vs. 14 Love: “But as my beloved children I warn you”:  Two words are used here.  First “beloved” which is “agapao” in the Greek meaning God’s unconditional love. Then, here, the word “warn” is literally “to put into your mind” and is used in Greek as of the instruction a parent gives a child.  The first thing we need to do, if we are going to attempt to correct someone, is to establish our unconditional love for them.  Paul wanted the Corinthians to know how he thought of them.  They were his “beloved children”.  They were not just neighbors or people he had meet once, no, they were his kids! To read through the first 4 chapters of 1 Corinthians is to understand that these Christians were not obedient, moral or mature, but they were still His kids and, as such, they were loved!  Every parent has understood this dilemma, haven’t we? We love our children, but we do not approve of their behavior. So we tell them we hate them and never want to see them again.  No, of course not.  We discipline them!  In so putting it this way, Paul reveals that his love for them was not based upon their behavior but rather upon God’s love for them.  I have received correcting many times in my Christian life, and the times that I’ve received it the best is when I’ve known of the love of the person who is correcting me. 

b. Vs. 15 Truth:  It was because of Paul’s godly love for them that he wanted to see their behavior change.  Now notice that Paul wanted to establish his love without denying the truth.  Paul draws a sharp contrast from that of just being their nanny or tutor (instructor) and that of the instruction from a parent. They may have many folks that will teach them thing, but they will only have one who was used as the instrument for their new birth in Christ.  Paul was a father that was involved in their upbringing and training. Spiritually speaking, they were “home schooled”.  Now Paul is not saying that he ought to be called father “for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.”  Paul was just the instrument by which the gospel, which spoke of the person and work of Jesus, was brought to them.  Every person who is born again is brought forth in new life through the power of God in Christ through the Word of God, and the Word of God is delivered by a human instrument.  

So, if we are going to correct God’s children, we need to convey our love without denying the truth they need to change!     

III. Vs. 16-17 Copy
Now, the second C in correcting God’s children to change is found in the next two verses. You see, teaching folks to follow Jesus is not only about teaching right principals.  It is also about living those principals before them.  

2. Vs. 16-17 Copy:  Remember, as Paul wrote this letter before them, the truth of how they should live their lives was not written in the Bible so they could easily reference it.  Instead, it was witnessed in the lives of those that taught them.  But there were two ways in which Paul asked them to copy his behavior:

a. Vs. 16 Example: “I urge you, imitate me”:  The word “imitate” is where we get our English word for mimic. The best way to instruct anyone is to show them or demonstrate what you want them to do.  Today, we call it “on the job training”.  In a sense, we are all learning how to live the Christian job while we are on the job.  Far too much of the time, parents, as well as the Church, take the world’s idea of “Do as I say, not as I do!”  Now we ought to be able to say to all “Do as I do because I do as I say!”  Can you imagine what a difference it would make in our correction of bad behavior if what we were trying to correct in someone else, we weren’t doing ourselves? 

b. Vs. 17 Explain: I love the order of Paul here as he gives the Corinthians first the consistence of his behavior before he reminds them of the truth that he taught.  Interesting that Paul says that he was sending Timothy as a spiritual troubleshooter. Paul calls him a faithful son in the Lord, and he sends Timothy to remind them of how he, Paul, lived and taught elsewhere.  So?  Well, Timothy was a replica of Paul.  His life would demonstrate the benefits of imitating Paul’s life and words, as that is what Timothy had done.  Hey, if you are trying to make disciples or followers of Jesus, isn’t it a great idea to send a fellow follower who has applied the truths seen and heard.  Now it is great here to realize that Timothy was going to not only remind them of Paul’s way and what he taught but, also, he was going to share with them that what he taught he did so everywhere in every Church!  Oft times ,when we are trying to instruct our kids, they come back at us with “How come Susie doesn’t have to?”  Paul is letting the Corinthians know that he was consistent in what he taught and expected at every Church. He did not just have special rules for certain Christians!  

So Paul corrects them by first conveying his love without denying the truth.  Then, he tells them to copy his example and follow the word of God. 

IV. Vs. 18-20 Confront
3. Vs. 18-20 Confront: Having established his love and then telling them that he was not asking them to do something he was not doing and that he had not taught everyone else to do, he confronts again the behavior that needs to be changed. They had an “inflated view” of themselves and, since Paul was not there, they had become bold in their attitude against being corrected.  You know how it is when Dad is away for a few days, don’t you, Moms?  “While Dad’s away, we will play!”  These believers became proud of their disobedience and defiant in their attitude.  Confrontation is never a pleasant process in the Christian life.  I’ve been both the confronted and the confronter, and it is far easier to be confronted.  Listen carefully how Paul lays this out, “I will come shortly…I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.”  Paul lets them know that, according to God’s will, he was coming, and he will know the truth of where they are not by what they say but rather how they behave. Then he says that God’s kingdom in our heart is not about talk, it’s about living a transformed life.  So what do we learn about confrontation?  Several things:

a. We learn that we confront to break, but not to destroy:  The purpose of Paul’s coming to Corinth was to see if what they said matched how they lived. Talk is easy.  Paul wanted to see if they walked their talk!  The purpose of any confrontation is to correct and not to destroy.  The problem is that many folks think any form of confrontation is to destroy them. When we go to see a doctor, and he tells us that our health is tied to a bad behavior, is he being confrontational?  Yes, but not for our destruction rather for the exact opposite! 

b. We learn that Paul confronted actions and attitudes and not words:  The attitude was pride,  the action was how they were living in comparison to the Word of God.  Often, when you confront someone, they say, “Hey don’t judge me, man!”  Biblically, we have every right to weigh a person’s attitudes and actions and talk to them about their behavior. I’m amazed at how I want to justify my behavior and attitudes because of some wrong done in my life. “It’s not my fault, I’m the way I am, _____ made me this way!”  In our flesh, we all want to find excuses for our attitudes and actions. You know why I behave the way I do at times, why I have a bad attitude?  Well, it’s Tom’s fault!  No, it’s because I’m not dying to my flesh.  I’m choosing to have it my way!  

It does us no good in our spiritual lives to get away with sinful attitudes and actions. In fact, it makes us unhappy as well as unholy!  The Bible reminds us that:

· “The LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.” (Prov. 3:12)

· “The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” (Heb. 12:6)

· “God disciplines us for our good that we may share in his holiness.” (Heb. 12:10) 

I’m so thankful that the Lord loves me and delights in me as His enough to share in His holiness to correct my sinful behavior and attitudes.  The fact that He does this reveals that we are his Children!     

V. Vs. 21 Choice
4. Vs. 21 Choice: The final C in correcting God’s Children is choice.  It must be their choice to change. Paul asks them, “What do you want?”  The choice is always the one that is being corrected.  In Philemon, Paul wrote to him to receive Onesimus, a runaway slave, back to him. Paul said that he could be “very bold in Christ to command him to do what is fitting”, but he wanted the “good deed not to be done by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.”  The choice must be by grace, not forced.  In  other words, it would not be a change in action or attitude. Paul was not going to change the truth to accommodate their sin, and it was his desire to come to them in a spirit of love and gentleness but, if they refused to die to self and pride, he would come with a rod. We are told in 2 Corinthians that his coming to them was a very painful visit, as he wrote that in coming to them it caused him great sorrow. 

Nothing is more difficult in a parent’s life than to watch your Children not follow God’s word to their own hurt and destruction.  Jesus looked out over Jerusalem, a nation whom he loved, and said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”  We are told that as he “saw the city and wept over it”.  That’s a parent’s heart that breaks at their children’s rebellion. It so saddens me to see pride in the hearts of those who are called to love him and each other above themselves and don’t.  It is for this reason that we need to correct and be corrected.  And the way to do it is:

·  Convey love while affirming the truth

·  Copy, by their example as well as explaining the truth

·  Confront the action and attitude being careful to break but not destroy 

·  Give them a choice to turn from pride and self to God 

